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The Explication of the Frontifpiece. 





Rader, ftayhere, and Wildoms (A) Palace views. 
B) Wifdom, who courts theein her native ues, 
Modeft, and cheerful, manly, and upright 5 
Challenging, or Reverence, or Delight 5 
Like the Eternal Thought he’s always Ones 
Andcontemplates her félfin (G) Self alone 5 
Likelt, Cfor from that Sacred fource fhe flows) 
Im her Reflected Self she all ihings knows 5 
Knows how torule tho€e {laves to’er (D) footftoal charn'dy, 
Imperious flaves, which yet dread her command, 
(So once the petty Gods,. the God of Love 
Himfelf, flood chain'd to th’ Chair of Mighty Jove.) 
Firft (B) Patlion,. Abortive Reafon's Race, 
With Gaflly Eyes, and adiftorted Face, 
Had fhe but Wifdoms Glafs, her {pots to fé2, 
sheed firfi her own, then Wifdoms Convert be. 
(F) Opinion next, mhom Vulgars shoulders bears, 
Hurried, like them, t' wixt Mortals hopes, avd fearse. 
Then (G) Superftition, mith her fetter'd hands, 
Auch like Stylites her Fam'd Votary, francs, 
Whofé Phaxcies difnzal, avd inchanted Cell 
Makes God nolonger Such, wakes Heaven Telit s 
Next her (#) Pedantick Science, the vain pretence: 
Of Men and Devils, to caft off Innocence, 
A Bookith things yet, Reader, {corm wat Thow: 
Tolookin This, avd.Do,, mbatothers Knows. 
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TO THE. 


READER. 


Entle Reader, when I ferft few. this 
Book in French divided into three 
parts, and all three carrying the title 
of Wifdom, and having read the Pre- 
face, I conceived fome excelleacy in it beyond the 
reach of common endeavours; The ferft part teach- 
ing us the knowledg of onr felves, and our bw. 
mane condition, with the inward and outward parts 

of man, bis thoughts, words, attions, and all 
his motions, as a preparative unto Wifdom; The 

fecond part infiruGling a civil life, and forming a 
man for ibe world ; fhewing the priviledges and 
proper qualities of a wife man, and how every man 
ought to live, and how to dies The third part 
teaching the way how to attain to wifdom, and in- 
firnGling man univerfally in all things, ‘and that 
by a difcourfe of the four moral virtues 5 and find- 
ing the matter penned with ‘fogreat gravity and 
wifdowt (asa great und learned Dottor faid unte 

Az We, 


























To the Reader. 
me, after Lbad flewed him fome part thereof in 
Englif) that tt was a’work (as he thought) be- 
yond the capacity of man ; He gave me encourage- 
ment to go forward in the tran(lation of it, both 
for the great worth thereof, and the general good ; 
In which I muft acknowledg, that not without 
advice I have partly ontitted, and partly altered 
ihe difcourfe upon fome points which I conceived 
not fit to pafs the Prefs. For the main work I 
think, it needle{s to fay much in commendation of 
it, for it bath already fufficiently commended it 
felf to the world by four former Impreffions; And 
for this fixth, though it be the laft, I bope this neve 
Labour will not make it lefs efteemed. 


Samfon Lennard: 


St iE 
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Three Books. 


The PREFACE... 


Where the Name,Subjett, Purpofe, and Method of this Work is - 
fet down, with an Advertifement to the Reader. 





T isrequired atthe firft entry intothis Work, that x. 
we know what this wifdom:iss and fince it bane te word 
eth thatname and title, how wepurpofe to fpeak 
thereof. Allmenin general at the firft view of the 
fimple worditfelf, do eafily conceive and imagine 

it to be fome quality, fufficiency or habit, not commcon 

or vulgar, but excellent, fingular, and elevated above 

that which is common and ordinary, be it good orevil: 

For itistakenand ufed (though perhaps improperly) in zyerom,: 
both kinds: Sapientes funtut faciant mala: They are wife Arif. lib. 52°. 
to do evil: and fignifieth not properly a good.and lauda-*" | 
ble quality, butexquifite, fingular, excellent in whatfoe- 

veritbe. And therefore we do as well fay a wife Tyrant, 

Pirat, Thief, as a wile King, Pilot, Captain: thatisto fay, 
Sufficient, prudent, advifed5 not fimply and vulgarly, but 
excellently: Forthere 1s oppofite unto Wifdom not on- - 

ly folly, whichis an irregularity or loofnefs of life, and 
Wifdoma regularity or moderation, well meafured and 
proportioned; but alfo common bafenefs and vulgar Sim- - 

phicry: For Wifdomis high, {trong, and excellent; eee 

whe- 




















































“The Preface. 


whether it ben good ox evil, it containeth two things:Suf- 


ficiency,’ thatis, Prowifion or furniture for whatfoever is 
required & neceflary ;and.that it be im fome high degree of 


-excellency. Sothat you fee what the fimpler fort imagine 


Wifdom to be at the fir{t view and the fimple found of the 


-word; whereby they conclude,’ thatthere are few wife 
men, that they are rare as every exeellency is; amd thatto 


themby right 1tappertaineth*to command and govern o- 
‘therssthat they areas Oracles : from whence 15 that faying, 


2. 
~The divifion 
«e@f Wifdom, 


Be 
“Worldly.wil- 
vdom, 


Believe others, andreferthy felf tothe wife. ‘But wellto de- 
fine this thing,and according to truth, and to diftinguifh it 


-into his true parts, -all men know not, «neither are they of 


oneaccord, nor 1sit eafte, ‘for otherwife do the ‘common: 
people, othewife the Philofophers, etherwife the Divines 


‘fpeak thereof. ‘Thefe are the three floors and degrees of 
‘the world. The two latter proceed by order,and rules,and 


precepts; the former very corfifedly and imperfedlly. 

Now then wemay fay, That there arethree forts & de- 
grees of Wifdom, Divine, Humane, Mundane}which cor- 
refpond unto Ged; Nature pure and entire; Nature viti-~ 
atedand corrupted. Of all thefe forts and every of them ‘ 


do all thefe three orders of the-world, «which before we 


{peak of, write and difcourfe, every one according to his 


-own manner and fafhion :: but properly and formally the 
-common fort, that is to fay, theworld of worldly wif- 


dom, the Philofopher of -humane, the Divine of divine 
wifdom. 

Worldly wiidom , and of the three the more bafe, 
whichis divers according to the three great Captains and 
Leaders of this inferiour world, Opulency,Pleafure, Glo- 
ry, or rather Avarice, Luxury,Ambition: Quicquideftin 


a Jehn.2. 16+ yeymdo eff concupifcentia oculorum,concupifcentia carnis, fu- 


‘Famed 2.75. 


perbia vite All that is in the world is the luf? of the eyes, 
‘theconcupifcence f the jit{h, and the pride of life: For which 
eaufeitiscalled by S. James, Terrena, Animalis,Diabolica: 


Earth- 





%s The Preface. 7 
Earthly, Senfial, Devillih,) 1s provedby Philofophy and 
Divinity, which pronounceth tts folly before God 5 stul- 


tam fecit Deus fapientiam hijus mundi: God hath made the t Cot.t.297 


wifdone of this world foolifhzefs. Of this wifdom there- 
fore we {peak not in this Book, except itbe to difpraife and | 
condemn it. 

Divine Wifdom, and of thethreethe higheft, isde- 4: 


fined and handled by Philofophers and Divines , — but Divine wif- 


fomewhat diverfly. "As forthe common or worldly Wi" 


dom, I difdain it, and pafs by whatfoever may be {po 
ken thereof as prophane, and too unworthy inthis Trea- 
tifetoberead. The Philofophers make it altogether Spe- 
culative, faying, That itis the knowledge of the princi- 
ples, firft caufes, and highelt power to judg of all things; 
even of the moft Soveratgn which is God himfelf: and 
this‘Wifdom is Metaphylical5 and refideth wholly in’ 
the underftanding, as being the chief good and perfection 


Thom, 1. 2 


thereof: itis the firft and higheft of the five intellectual gop. <9. 3; 


virtues, which may be without either honefty, action, or 2-?. 19 
othermoral virtue. The Divines make it not altogether 
fo {peculative, but tharit is likewifé in fome fort Practick 3 
forthey fay, Thatit isthe knowledge of divine things, 
from whichthere artfeth a‘judgment and rule of humane 
actions; and they make it two-fold, The one acquired by 
ftudy; and comesnear tothat of the Philofophers 3 which 
Tamto {peak of: The other infufed and given by God, De 
fur fine defeendéns, Coming from above. Thisisthe firlt of 
the feven gifts of the holy Gholt, Spiritus Domini Spiri- 
tus faprentie, The ffirit of God-is the fpirit of wifdom. - 
Which is not found. but only in thofe that are juft and 
free from Sin, Inwalevolam animan non introibit fapientia: 
Wifdom cannot enter into awicked heart. Of thisDivine sip, g¢: 
wi(dom likewife our purpofe is not here to fpeak, 1tisaf- 
ter fome fort and meafure handledin my firft Verity, and 
in my difcourfes of Divinity. : 

























































The Preface. 
me “Yt followeth therefore, that itis Humane Wifdom 
Humane. —- which inthis Book we are todeliverunto you,and where- 
of ittakesthename, and of which in this place we mult 
give fome brief and general view, which may be as an 
Argument and Summary of this whole..Work.. «The 
Wifdomac .. common deleriptions are diverfe and infufficient; Some 
cording to the and -thegreateft:part. think that itis only.a wifdom, dif-. 
ac Sak cretion andiadvifed carriageina mans affairs andconver- 
fation. Thismay bewell called common, astelpecting 
nothing but that which: jis outward.and in,wony cand 
sconfidercth notatall any other thing-then that which:out- 
Ward appeareth! “Tes altogether inthe.eyes, and>-ears of 
menswithout any refpect or very little oftheinward. mo- 
tions:-of| the mind: fo that according to their opinion 
wildogimay be without effential piety or probity, that 
is, a beautiful cunning, a fweet and modeft {ubtilty.Others 
thinkthatitisarude, unreafonable, rough fingularity, a 
kindof fullen frowning and frampole aufterity in opinions, 
«nanners; words, actions and falbion of lifes and.there- 
fore they) call them that are wounded and. touched with 
that.huntout; > Philofophers, that isto fay, in thei coun- 
terfeitanguage, fantaftical, divers, different and declin« 
ing fromthe cuftoms of other men. 

Now.thiskind of wifdom according to the doGtrine of 
our Bookyisrather a folly and extravagancy. - You muft 
thereforerknow’, that this wifdom whereof we fpeak, 
Is not that-of! the common people, but of Philofophers 
and Divines, whereof both have written in their Moral 

Accordingto learnings. » The Philofophers more at large, and.more 

Seedy profefledly, as being their trué aud proper difhthey feed. >: : 
on, and formal fubjetthey write of, becaufe they apply :: 
themfelves tothat which concerneth Nature and Adtion: 

A comparifon Divinity mounteth much higher, and is occupied about 


‘betwixt Divi- virtues: infufed : ontémplative ; hs r 
fity and Phi- ppp ad 3 Contemplative and Divine.,,.that is to 


lofophy. fay about Divine Witdom and Belief So that Philofo- 


phers 
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TheEreface. 
phers are moreftayed, difperfed more certain, and moré 
common, ruling and inftructing not only the particular 
knowledge or actionsof men, butthecommon and pub- 
lick, teaching that which is goodand profitable to Fami- 


lies, Corporations, Common-weals, Empires. Divini-- 


Againy the Philofopher handleth this fubjc@ more {weet- 
( 


ly and plealingly, the Divine more aulterely and drily. 


natural) feemethto perfwade gracioutly, as being willing 
topleafe in profiting, as the Poet {peaketh :- 
Simul & jucunda&® idonea dicere vite, 
Leorem delettando, paritergue monendo: 
It'is enriched with difcourfes, reafons, inventions, 
examples, fimilitudes, decked with {peeches, Apo- 
thegmes,; fententious mots, adorned with Eloquence and 


Art. Theologie, which came after, altogether auftere, it” 
{eemeth to command, and imperioufly like a Matter to: 
enjoyn. And to conclude, the virtue and honefty of ' 


Divines istoo anxious, fcrupulous,. deject, fad, fearful 


and vulgar: Philofophy;, fuch asthis: Book teacheth, is 


altogether pleafant, free, buckfome, andifT may fo fay, 


vanton too 3and yet notwith{tanding, puiflant, noble, ge-- 
nerous, andrare. Doubtlelsthe Philofophers have here-- 


in been excellent, not enly in writing andteaching, but 


inthe rich and lively reprefentation thereof in their ho-- 
nourable and heroical lives. Tunderftand here by Phi-- 


lofophers and Wife men, not only thofe that have carri-. 
edthenameof Wifemen, fuchas Thales, Soloz, andthe 
reftofthatrank, that lived inthetime of Cyrw, Cra/(w, 
Pififtratuss northofe that came afterwards, and hav« pub- 
lickly taughtit, as Pythagoras, Socraies, Plato, Ariftetle,: 
Ariftippus, Zenon, Antifihenes, alichicf Profetiours apart, 
ands: 
































































6. 
A general de- 


fcription of 
humane wile 
dom. 
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The Preface. 
‘and many other their Difciples different and divided in 
‘Sets; butalfo all thofe great men who havemade fingu- 
‘Jar and exemplary profeffion of virtue and-wifdom, as 
Phocion, Ariftides, Pericles, Alexander, whom Platarch call- 
ed as wella Philofopher asa King, Epaminondas, and di- 
versother Greeks: The Fabrici7, Fabii, Camilli, Catoness 
Torquati, Keguli, Leliz, Scrpiones, Romans, who for the 
molt part have been Generalsin Armies. And thefe are 
the reafons why in this my Book I do more willingly and 
_ordinarily follow the adviceand fayings of Philofophers, 
not in the-mean time omitting or rejecting thofe of the 
Divines: For both in fubftance they do all agree, and are 
very feldom different, and Divinity doth nothing difdain 
toemploy,and to make good ufe of thefe wife fayings of 
Philofophy. If I hadundertaken to inftruct the cloifter, 
_and theretired life, that-is, that profeflion which attend- 
eth the fecrets Evangelical, 1 muft necellarily have fol- 
‘lowed ad amutfim the advice of the Divines: but our Book 
inftruéteth acivil life, formetha man forthe world, ‘that 
1s to fay, to humane wifdom, not divine. 
We (ay then naturally and generally both with the Phi- 
lofopher and the Divine, and this humane wifdom is a 
kind of law orreafon, a beautiful and noble compofition 
of the entire man, beth in his inward part and hts outward, 
his thoughts, his words, his actions, and all his motions. 
Jt isthe excellency and perfectionef manas heis a man, 
thatisto fay, according to that which the firft fundamen- 
tal and natural law doth require; aswe fay, That that 
work is well wrought and excellent, that is cempleat and 
perfect inall the parts thercof, and wherein all the rules 
of Art have been obferved that manis accounted a wife 
man, that beftknoweth after the beft and moft excellent 
manner to play the man, that isto fay, (to give a more 
particular pidturethereof) that knowing himfelf and the 
condition ef men, doth keep and preferve himfelffrom all 
vices, 
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vices, errours, paflions and defetts:as well inward and 
proper to himfelf, as outward. and commonto other men, 
maintaining his fpirit pure, free, univerfal, confidering 
and judging of all things without band or affection, al- 
ways ruling and directing himfelf, in all things accord- 
ingto nature, that is to fay, that firftreafonand univer- 


fallaw and light infpired by God, and which fhineth in’ 


us, unto which he doth apply and accommodate hisown 
proper and particular light, living imthe outward view 
of theworld, and with all men‘according to their laws, 
cuftoms, and: ceremonies of the country -where he is 
without the offenceof any, carrying himfelf wifely and 
-difcreetly in all affairs, swalking always uprightly, con- 
{tant, comfortable, and content in himfelf, attending 
-peaceably whatfoevertmay happen, andatthelaft, death 
itfelf. Allthefe-parts or qualities, which are many, for 
_our better eafe and facility may be drawn to four princi- 
pal heads; Knowledge of our felves, Liberty of {pirit 
-pure and generous, Imitation of Nature, (this hatha very 
darge field, and alone might almoft fuffice) True content- 
ment. Thefe canno where be found but in him that is 
wife: and he that wanteth any of thefe cannot be wife. 
He that hath an erroneous knowledg of himfelf, that 
‘{ubjecteth his mind to any kind of fervitude, either of 
paffions or popular opinions, makes himfelf partial, and 
by enthralling himfelf to fome particular opinion, is de- 
prived of the liberty and jurifdiction of difcerning, jude- 
ing and examining allthings. He that {triveth againtt 
Nature, under what pretence foever it be, following ra- 
ther opinion or paflion, then reafon3 hethat carrieth him- 
felf troubledly, difquietly, male-content, fearing death,is 
not wife. Behold here ina few words the picture of hu- 
mane Wifdom and folly , and the fum of that which 
I purpofe to handle inthis Work, efpecially inthe fecond 
Book, which exprefly containeth the rules, treatife, eo 
-offices 
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The Preface. 


officesof Wifdom, which is more mine then the other 


two, and which I once thought to have publifbed by it 
falf ‘This verbal defcription of Wifdom is reprefented 
unto theeye even at the entrance or threfhold of this 
Book by awoman all naked, ina place void andempty, 
refting herfelf upon nothing, in her pure and imple na- 
ture, beholding her felf ina glafs, her countenance 
cheerful;-merry, & manly, upright, her feet clofe Joynt- 
ed, upona fquare pillar, and imbracing her telf, having 
ander her feet inchained four other women as flaves un- 
to her, that isto fay, Paffzon, with a changedand hideous 
countenance; Opinion, with wandring eyes, inconftant, 


giddy, born upon the heads of the People 5 Super ftitton,a- 


. ftonifhed and im a trance, and her hands faftned'the one ~ 


tothe other 5 Virtue, or Honefty “nd pedantical Sctence’- 


witha fullen vifage, her eye-lids.clevated reading in a 


Ge 
Two ways to 
attain this . 
wifdom, 


Book, where was written, Yez, Ne. All this needs no. 
other application, then that which hereafter followeth s - 
but hereof more at large in the fecond Book, 

To attain unto this wifdom, thereare two means: the 
firft isin the original forming and firft temper, thatisto , 
fay,in the temperature of the feed ofthe Parents,the mulls . 
of the Nurfe, andthe firt education; whereby aman is 
{aidto be either well born, or ill Dorn,that ts to fay,either - 
well orill formed and difpofed untae wifdom. A man. 
would little think of what power.and importance this be- 
ginning 185 for if men did know it, there would be more 


caretaken, and diligence ufed thereinthenthere is. It isa 


{trange and lamentable thing, that fo wretchlefs a carelel- 


nels fhould be in us, of the life and good lifé of thole 
ra) 


whom we delireto make ourotherfelves 5, whenimmat- 
ters of lefs importance we take morecare; ufe more dili- 
gence,more countel then we fhould,never thinking ofour 
greate(t affairs and moft honourable, butby hazard.and 
peradventure. Whoishethattaketh couafel withhim- 

; felf,, 





The Freface. ae 
Yel, or endeavoureth to do that whic hisrequired for the 
pict rving and ae ing of himfelfas he ought tothe ge- 

ration of male-children, healthful of fpirit, and apt for 
pifdons > for that which ferveth for theone, ferveth for 
ee other, and Nattire afterone manner attendeththem 
all. This iethat which menthink of lealt, ye ea Aitile or not 
at all (inthe aé of generation) doth it enter into their 
thoughts to frame a new creature like themfelves, but on- 
ly like beatts to fatisfie their luftful pleafures. Thisis one 

of the moft important faults and of greate{t note in:a 
Common-weal, whereof thereis not one that thinketh or 
complaineth, neither is there concerning it either law or 
rule,or publick advice. Itismoft certain, that 1f men did 
herein carry themfelves as they ought, we fhould have 
other men of more excellent {pirit and condition, then 
we haveamongftus.. Whatisrequired herein, and tothe 
firft nourifhment and education,is briefly fet down in our 
third Book, Chap. 14. 

The fecond means to attain wifdom is the ftudy of 
Philofophy, Fmean not of all the parts thereof, but Mo- 
ral (yetnot forgetting the Natural) whichis the light, the 
guide, theruleof our life, which explaineth & reprefent- 


eth unto usthe law of Nature, inftructeth man univer-. ’ 


fally in all thmgs,both publick and private, alone and in 
company,in all domeftical and civil converfation,taketh 
away all that favage nature that is inus, {weetneth and 
‘tameth our natural rudenefs, cruelty and wildnefs, and 
worketh and fafhioneth ittowifdom. To bebrief, itis 
thetrue {cience ofman; all thereftinrefpect of it, 1s but 
vanity, oratleaftwife notneceffary, orlittle profitable: 

forit giveth inftruGionsto live and die well, whichisall 
inall, it teachethus perfe& wifdom, an apt, judicious, 

well-advifed honefty. But this fecond meanis almoft as 
little pra@ifed,and as ill employed as the firft : for no man 
ceareth greatly for this wifdom, fo much are all givento 
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The Freface.. 
that whichis worldly. ‘Thus -you fee the two principal’ 
means to attain to wifdom, the Natural, and Acquired. 
! He that hath been fortunate in the firft, that isto fay, that: 
i hath been favourably formed by Nature, that is, ofa good | 
i and {weet temperature, which bringeth forth a great’ 
1 eoodnefsin Nature, and fweetnefs in manners, hath made 
Mi afair march without great pain to the fecond- But that: 
| aie man with whom it is otherwife, muft, with great and pain- - 
ful ftudy of the fecond, beautifie and fupply that which ts - 
wanting; as Socrates one of the wifeft faid of himfelf,” 
| That by the ftudy of Philofophy he had.corretted and 
He reformed his natural infirmities. . ; 
| 9° There are-contrariwife two formal-lets or hinderances + 
i ee Os Ae wifdom; and two counter-means or powerful ways > 
i mearsto folly wnto folly, Natural, and Acquired. The firft, which is + 
q aretwo. Natural, proceedeth from the original temper and tem-- 
Hl Matera,  Petature, which maketh the braineither too foft, moift, 
i ‘" ‘and the parts thereof grofs. and material, whereby the fpi- - 
i ritsremain fottith, feeble, le{s capable, plaindiminifhed, 
it obfcure, fuchas that is, forthe moft part, of the common 











_- 


A fort of people; or too hot,ardent,and dry; which maketh 
‘i the fpirits foolifh, audacious, vicious. Thefearethe two “ 
if ‘ extreams, Softifhvefs and. Folly: Water-and Fire, Lead 


i and Mercury; altogether improper or unapt to wifdom, 
which requireth a {pirit full of vigour and generous,’ and ~ 
yet fweet, pliant, and modeft: but the {econd 1s more ea- 
fily amended by. difciplinethenthe former... * > 

Hi “de The fecond, which is Acquired, proceedeth either from 
Acquired.” no culture or imtruction, or from that which is evil, 
| which amongft other things confifteth in an obftinate and 
| {worn prejudicate prevention of opinions, wherewith the 

| mind is made-drunken, and taketh fo {trong-a tincture, 
| that itis madeunapt and uncapable to fee or to find bet= 
Hi ter whereby to raife and inrichit felf Itis faidof thefle 
kind of. men, That they are wounded and ftricken, that 
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The Preface. 
they havea hurt or blow inthe head: unto which wouhd 
if ikewife learning be joyned, becaufe that puffeth up, it 
bringeth with it prefumption and temerity,and fometimes 
arms to maintain and defend thofe anticipated opinions: 
italtogether perfecteth the form and frame of folly, and 
maketh itincurable. So that natural weaknefs, and ac- 
quired prevention, are two great hinderances3 but {ci- 
ence, ifit donot wholly curé them, which feldom it duth, 
{trengthneth them and maketh them invincible, which 
turneth not any way to the difhonourof learning (asa 
man may well think) but tothe greater honour thereof. 
Science or Learning is a very good and profitable ftaff 


or walter, but which will not be handled with all hands ; OfLeata 


and he that knows not how well to rule it,receiveth there- 
by more hurt then profit. It befotteth and maketh foolifh 
(faith a great learned Writer) the weak and fick {pirit 5 it 
polifheth and perfecteth the naturally ftrong and good. 
The feeble {pirit knows not how to poffefs {cience, how 
to handleit, and how to make ufe thereof ashe fhould: 
but contrariwifeis pofleffed andruled by it, whereby he 
fubmits himfelf and remainsa {lave to it, like a weak fto- 
mach overcharged with more victuals then it can digeft. 
A weak arm wanting power and skill well to wield a wa- 
{ter or {taff that is fomewhat too heavy for it, weariethit 
felfand fainteth. A wife and couragious fpirit overma- 
ftereth his wifdom, enjoyethit, ufethit, andemployeth 
it to his beft advantage, informeth his own judgment, 
rect. ficth his will, helpeth and fortifyeth his natural light, 
and maketh himfelf more quick and active; whereas the 
other is made thereby more fottifh, more unapt, and 
therewithal more prefumptuous;, fo that the fault or re- 
proach is not in learning, nomore thenthat Wine or other 
good drug is faulty which a man knoweth not how to 
apply and accommodate to his own needs: Nox eft culpa 
vint, fed culpa bibentis. The fault is notin the Wine, but in 
B 3 Eine 
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The Preface. 
the infirmity of hive that drinks it. Now then again{t {uch 
{pirits, weak by nature, preoccupated, puffed up, and hin- 
dered by acquired wifdom, I make open war in this 
Book , and that oftentimes under the word Pedawt, not 
finding any other more proper, and which by many good 
Authors is ufedinthis fenfe. Initsown Greek Original 
‘t wastalten inthe better fenfe, but in other later Langua- 
ges, by reafon of the abufe, and badcarriage of fuch men 
inthe profeffion of their learning, it 1s accounted bafe, 
vile, queftuous, contentious, opinative, vain-glorious and 
prefumptuous; by too many practifed, and ufed but by 
way of injury and derifion, andisinthe number of thofe 
words that by continuance of time have changed ther fig- 
nification, as Tyrant, Sophifter, and diversother. Le freur 
de Bellay, after the reherfal of many notorious vices, con- 
cludeth as withthe greateft, But of allthereit, Knowledge 
pedantical I detest. And in another place, 


said I thou didst live but to eat and drink, 
Then poor were my revenge, thy faults {canty: 
But that which moft doth make thy nameto fiink , 
Is, to be fhort, thow-art a Pedanty. 


An Advertife-  _Itmay be, fome will take offence at this word, thinking 


went. 


itlikewife toucheth them, and that I thereby havea will 
to tax or {coff the Profefloursand Teachers of Learning 5 
but let them be pleafed to content themfelves with this 
free and open declaration which here I makes Thatit 1s no 
part of my meaning to noteby this word any Gown-men 
or learned. profeffion whatfoever: yea I am fo far from 
it, that Philofophers are in fohigh efteem with me, that 
I {hould oppofe my felfagainft my felf, becaufeI account 
my felfone ofthem, and profefs the fame learning: only 
Itoucha certain degree and quality of {pirits, before de- 
ciphered, thatis, fuchas have natural capacity and fufhi~ 
elency 
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clency aiter a COMMON ana Inanrerent manner, bn Va i ft af: 
wards not well tilled, pagers ted, poflefled with cer- 


tain op inions: a nd t! YE ies e men of a ] fortunes, all con- 
ditions, and goas well in thort garments as in long gowns: 


Vulouwe ta it hese gaat gua corona veco: I reckon a- 
mong {tthe vulgar fort, as vO ell Kings and Crowns, as Pedants 
and Clowns. (f any man can fur rnifh me with any other 
word as fignificant as this to ie thefe kind of {pirits, I 
willwallingly f forgothis. After thismy declarati Gon, he 
that findeth himfelf agerieved, fhall but accufe and fhew 
himfelf too, {crupulous.. It is trae that a man may find 
other oppofites to a wife man befides a Pedant, but u is 
in fome particular fenfe, as the common, profane, vul gar 
fort of people; and oftentimes fufe - thefe oppofites; but 
thisis, as thélow is oppolite to the high, the weak tothe 
{ftrong, the valley tothe hill, thecommontotherare, ue 
fervant tothe matter, the prophane totheholy 5 as alfo 
fool, which indeed according to the true found of the 
word, is his trueft oppolite : : but this 1s a moderate man 
toan immoderate, a glorious Or inative manto a modeft, 
the part to the whole, the prejudice ate and tainted to the 
neat and free, the fick tothefound: but this word Pedant 
4n that fenfe we take it, comprehendeth all thefe and more 
too, for it noteth and fignifieth him that is not only un- 
like and contrary to awifeman, asthofe before mention- 
ed, but fucha one asarrogantly and 1 Seg refifteth it 
tothe face, and as being ar rmed onall fides, raifeth himfelf 
againtt it, fpeal aking out of refolution and authority. And 
oatmnch as after a fore he feareth it, by reafon that he 
feeth himfelf-d:fcovered even from the top to the bot- 
tom, andhis fport troubled by, it, he profecut eth it y 





a certain inteftine hatred, he taketh upon him to pee 
it, to defame it, to coudemnit, accountine cana carrying 
himlclf as the truly wife, thow gh he be a fool without 
peer, and anignorant felf-conceited Gull. 
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The Preface. 
Ang After the purpofe and argument of this Work, we 
The method cometo the order andmethed thereof. Therearethree 
of this Book. pooks: The firft is wholly in the knowledge of our 
| felves and. humane condition, asa preparative unto wil- 
} dom, which is handled at large by five main and princi- 
al confiderations, each one including init divers.others. 
| The fecond Book containeth in it the treatifes, offices, 
and general and principal rules of wifdom. The third, 
the particular rules and in{tructions of wifdom, and that 
by the order and difcourfe of four principal and moral 
virtues, Prudence, Fufitce, Fortitude, Temsperance 5 under 
which four is comprifed the whole inftruction of the life 
of man, and ali the partsof duty andhonefty. Finally; I 
here handle this matter, not Scholar-like or Pedantically, 
not with enlarged difcourfe, and furniture of Eloquence 
orother Art; (For wifdom (que (i oculis ips cermeretur 
mirabiles excitaret autores fui, If it could be {een with our cor- 
poral eyes, would ftir up in us an admirable defire thereof ) 
needs no fuch helps tocommendit felf, being of it felf fo 
| noble and glorious) but rudely, openly,and ingenuoufly, 
! which perhaps will not pleafe all. The propofitions and 
i verities are compact, but many times dry andfowr, like 
Aphorifms, overtures, and feeds of difcourfe. 
Some think this Book too fool-hardy and free to con- 
tractand wound the common opinions, and are offended 
therewith, whom in four or five words I thus an{wer : 
Firft, that wifdom which is neither common nor vulgar 
hath properly this liberty and authority, ure fio fingula- 
13, to judg ofall, (itis the priviledg of a:wife and fpiri- 
tual man, /piritualis omnia dijudicat,@ 2 neminejudicatur, 
i al@or. 2615, The fpiritual man judgeth all, and is judged of none) and in: 
; judging to cenfure and condemn (as forthe moft part er- 

roneous) common and vulgar opinions. Whatthen fhould 
the do? for the cafe {tanding thus, it cannot be, but fhe 
muft incur the difgrace and envy of the world. In an- 
other 
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otherplaceI complain of thefe id of men, and reprove 


chew popular weak nefs and feminine daintinefs, as unwor- 

thy, being over tender and delicate, to_underftand any 
thing of worth, and altogether -uncapabl e of wifdom. 
The hardeft and hardieft propofitions are beft befitting an 
rardy and elevated {pirit, and there can nothing feem 
ftrange unto him that doch but know what the world ts. 
It is weaknefs to be aftonifhed at any things we muft 
FoUrGuP our hearts, confirm and {trengthen our minds, 

harden & inure our {elves to hear,to know,to underfta ind, 

to judge of all things, fcem they never fo {trange. All 
things are agreeing and well befitting t the palate of the {pi- 
rit, fo aman be not wanting topimfelf and neither do any 
thing, or yield his confent to whatloever isnot goodand 
truly fair, no, though the whole world perfwade him unto 
it. A wife manfheweth equally inthem both his courage, 
his delicates are not capable of the one or the other, there 
being a weaknefs in them both. 

Thirdly, in all that I thall propofe, my meaning is not 
to bind any man untoit, I only prefent things, and lay 
them out as it were upon a ftall, I grow not into choler 

_with many that gives mg no credit, or diflikes my ware, 
that wereto play the Pedazt. Paffion witnefieth that itis 
not reafon {o to do, andhe that outof paflion doth any 
thing, out of reafon cannot doit. But why are they 
angry with me? [sit becaufe I am not altogether of their 
opinion? Why, Iamnot angry with them becaufe they 
are notof mine. Isitbecaufe I fpeak pelts which ts 
not pleafing to their tafte, or to the palate of the vulgar 
fort? Why, therefore I {peakit. Ifpeak nothing without 
reafon, if they knew how to. underftand it, how to relith 
it. If they can bring better reafon to difprove mine, I will 
hearken unto it with delight and thanks to him that fhall 
fhewit me. But yet let them not ene to beat me down 


with authorities, multitudes, and allegations of other 
men, 
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nen. for thefe have but {mall cre ditin my jurifdiction, 
five in matter of Religion, where only authority pre- 
vails withoutreafon: This ithorities true Empire, rea- 
MI fon only bearing {way in-all oti er Arts without it, as 
he S. Augujline doth very well acknowledge. Foritisantun- 


if’ 


juft tyranny and an inraged folly to fubje& and enthral 


4 


our {pirits to believe and to follow whatfoever our An- 
ceftours have faid, and what the vulgar {ort hold to be 
true, who know neither what they fay, nor what they do. 
There are none but fools that (uffer themfelves to be thus 
led by thenofes- and this Book isnot forfuch, whichif 
i it fhould popularly be receivedand accepted of the com- 
mon fort of people, 1t fhould fail much in its firft purpofe 

and defignment. We muf{t hear,confider,make account of 

our ancient Writers; not captivate our felves unto them 

but withreafon. Andif aman would follow them, what 

fhould he do 2 for they agree not among themfelves. .Arz- 

ftotle, who would feem to be the moft fufficient amongtft 

“them, and hath adventured to challenge and tocenfureall 

that went before him, hath uttered more grofs abfurdi- 

tiesthen them all, and is at no agreement with himfelf, 

neither doth he know many times where hets$ witnefs his 

Treatifes of the Soul of man, of the Eternity of the 

world, of the Generation of the winds and waters, and 

{o forth. It isno caufe of wonder or aftonifhment, that all 

men are not of one opinion 5 but it were rather ftrange and 
wonderful that all men were of one opinion: for there 1s 

nothing more befitting nature and the fpirit of man then 

Romans 14. variety. That wife Divine Saint Pax! giveth us this liber- 
ty, inthat he willeth every man to abound in his own un- 
derftanding, not judging or condemning that man that 


© 


) doth otherwife, or think otherwife. And he {peaketh it in 
it) amatterof greater moment or more ticklifh, notinthat 
which confifteth in outward action and obfervation 3 

wherein we fay we aretoconform our felves to the com- 

mon 
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mon fort, and tothat which is prefcribedand accuftomed 
to be none! but alfoin that which conc erneth Religion, 
that is the religious obfervance of viands WS dayes-: 
whereas all that liberty and boldnefs of {pe ech which! 
challenge to my felf, is but inthoughts,. judgments, opi- 
nions,in which no manis quarter-mafter, buthe that hath 
them every man about himfelf. 

Notwithftanding all this, many things which may feem 
too harfh and brief, toorude and difficult for the f fimpler 
fort (for the ftronger and wifer have ftomachs warm e- 


nough to concoct and pet all’) I have for the love of ° 


them explicated, enlightnedand feetned inthis third E- 
dition, reviewed, a and much augmented. 

I would willing! ly advertife the Reader that fhall un- 
dertake to judg of this Work, to take heed that he fall 
not into-any of thefe feven over-fights, as fome others 
have done; that-is: To refer that unto law and duty, 
which is proper unto action; that unto action, which is 
only to becenfured; that'to refolution and determinati- 

on, which is only propofed, confulted of, and proble- 
matically and academically difputed; that to me and 
mine opinions, which [deliver from report, and is the 
opinion of another man; that to the outward {tate, pro- 
feffion and condition, which is proper-to the fpirit and 
inward fufficiency ; ; thatto Religion and Faith, whichis 
but the opinion of man3 that to grace and f{upernatural 
infpiration, which is s proper to natural and moral virtue 
and aétion. All paffion and preoccupation being taken 
away, he fhall findinthefe feven points well underftood,, 
how to refolve himfelf 1n his | doubts, how to ane! all 
objections, made by himfelf or by others , and inform 
himfelf touching my intention in this W ork. And ifne- 
verthele(s after all this, he will neither reft fatisfyed and 
contented, nor approve what Ihave written, let him bold- 
ly and fpeedi ly difproveit (for only to fpeak ill, sto bite, 
to 
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The Preface. 
to {lander the name of another man, though it be eafie 
enough, yetit is bafe and pedantical) and he fhall {pee- 
| dily receive either a free confeflion and affent (for this 
| 3 > e a j € . 

| Book doth glory and featt it felf in the truth and ingenui- 
‘| ty thereof.) or an examination of the impertinencies and 


follies thereof. 
A aA aenemaenaaDIanaaeR wes! EC 
, The fubje& and order of thefe three Books. 


He firft Book teacheth the knowledg of our felves and 
our humane condition, which is the foundation of 
Wifdone by five great and principal conltderations of 
man, and containeth 62 Chapters. 


The fecond containeth the principal rules of Wifdom, the 
priviledges and proper qualities.of a wife man, and hath 
12 Chapters. 


The third, ina Difcourfe of the four moral virtues, Pru- 
dence, Juftice, Fortitude, Temperance, fetteth down the 
particular infirudions of Wifdou, in 43 Chapters. 


Wr sist! 
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THE FIRST BOOK. | 
Which is: i 
The kuowledg of our felves, and our humane: i 


condition. 

















An exhortation to the ftudy and knowledg of our’ | : 
SELVES. 


The Preface to the firft Book, 


@ HE’ moft excellent and divine counfel, the beftand I. 
moft profitable advertifement of all others , -but 7e knowledg el 
leaft practifed, is to ftudy and learn how. to know fhe eh sbi A, We 
our felves: This isthe foundation of Wifdom, and as i 
the high way to whatfocver is good 3 and there is i 
no folly comparable to this, To be’ painful and di- | 
ligent, to know all things.clfe whatfoever, rather then our felves:: | 
For the true {cience.and ftiidy of man, is man himfelf: - | 
GOD, Nature, the wife, the world, preach man, and exhort 
him both by word and deed to the ftudy and knowledg, of him- Epjoyned to abl 
felf. GOD eternally and without intermiffion beholdeth, ' confj- 47 all reafon. 
dercth, knoweth himielf, The Wosld-hath alithe lights thereof 
cone" 
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An exhortation to the fiudy 


contraéted and united within it {elf, and the eyes open to fee and 
behold itfelfh.. Ol ttis ds fecéffary for’ ‘Man:to learn how to know 
himéelf; as itis natural unto Lin to think, ox to be near unto him- 
{elf Nattire hath enjoyned this work unto all. .To meditate and 
to entertain our thought: therein, is a thing above all things eafie, 
ordinary, natural; itis the food, Sifter tucienl, life: of the: {pirit, 
cujus vivere eft cogitare Whofe lifeis cogitation. Nowwhere, can@ 
man begin or coritinue fis ‘meditation more truly, more naturally 
then with bim(elf? is there any thing that toucheth him more 
nearly ?. Doubtlefs,to ttudy other learnings, and to forget.our {elves 
is a thie bothunnatural.andainjuft. The true and principal voca- 
tion of every miany<35 to bali his thoughts upon himfelf, and to 
tie himfelfunto hinselt< for fo-doth-every thing elfe, fetting- boun: 
and limits to their other bufinefsand defires. -And thou man, w hich . 
wilt {eem to contain the whole univerfe, to Know all things, to 
controll, to judge, neither knowedt nor endeavoureft the knowledg, 
-of thy {elf and fo going about to make thy felf skilful, and a Judge 
of Nature, .thou,provelt theonly fool ofthe worlds thon ait of all 
other: the «moft beggerly, t the moft vain and miferable; and yet 
moft proud and arrogant. ‘Look therefore into thy {elf, know thy 
felf, hold thy jelf to thy felf; thy {pirit and will which iselfewhere 
employéd; .reduceat unto thy felt. Thou forgetteft thy {elf and 
lofeitthy felf about outward things thou /betrayeft and difrobelt 
thy felf; thoulooke -{t always before thee: gather thy felf to thy felf, 
and fhut up thy {elf within thy felf.:. examine, fearch, know thy felt 


[Nofce teiplums nec te.quefiveris extras 
Refpice quo. dnones. ~ 
. Tecum habita, & noris quam fit tibi curta fupellex, 
Tu te confile, 
Le ip(um conctite, nun anid Vitiorum 
Infeverit olim natura, aut etiam confuetndo mala. 
Know well thy felf, and feekto know no more> 
And whst thou art not, fhame the fame therefore 
Lovktruly to thy self, then [halt thou fee 
How fhort abd thou buff, adv ifed therefore be. 
Ex, vmine fill thy confcience, which doth witnefs bear, 
What vice or evil is (by nature ) fowed theres 


By the knowledg of himfelfi.mdniarsiveth Woner and better W 
the. knowledy of God; thei byyany Other meats, both becaule he 
findeth 
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and knowledg of our felves. 
#indcth in, himfelf better helps, more marks and footfteps of the 3. 
divine nature, then in whatfoever befides, he can any way know, The ladder to 
and becaufe he can .better underftand and-know that-which is ine krowledg Ba 
himfelf then in another thing. Formafti me & pofuifti: fuper Be es nae He 
manum tnam, ideo mirabilis fadla eft {cientia tua, id eft, tui ex mes Palm. }) 
Thou bat formed me, and pur thy hands upon me, thevefire thy, {ci- La 
ence is become marvellous in me, that is, fcientia tui, ex me.:..the 
fcieuce of theein me. And therefore there was engyraven: in ‘letters 
of gold over the porch of the Temple of Apoll) the god (accord- 
ing tothe Panzms) of Knowledg and Light, this f{entence, Know if) 
thy felf, asa falutation and advertifement of God unto all; fig- 
nifying unto them, that he that would have accefs unto that Di: il 
vinity, and entrance into that Temple, muft firft know himfclt, Ht 
and could not otherwife be admitted. Si te ignoras, 6 pulcherri- i 
ma, egredere, & abi poft bedos twos. If thou know not who thou i 
ity, '; Canfie, 

art, O then the faireft among women, get thee forth, aad follow thy 

kids. y 

To become truly wife, and. to lead a. life more regular and 

pleafant, there needs no other inftruction but from-our, Rives: and Difpofiiion un- 
doubtlefs, ifwe were goed Scholars, there areno Books could bet-to wifdom. 
ter inftruct us, then we teach our felves He that fhall call to 

mind, and contider-the excels. of his paffed choler, éven. how far "| 
this tevex and treniic hath carried him, fhall bettcr be perfwaded 
of the foul.deformity of this paffion, then by all, the reafon ‘that 
Arijtotle or Plata can alledg againftit: andfo ot all other paffions 
and motions of thefoul whatfoever. He that fhall call to mind 
how often he hath mifcarried in his judgment, and been dectived 
by his memory, thall learn thereby to truftit no more. He that 
fhall note how often he hath held an opinion, and i fuch fort un- 
derftood a thing even to the engaging of his own credit, and the i 
fatistying of himfelf and any other therein, and that afterwards 
‘time hath made him fee the truth, even the contrary to that he ia 
formerly held, may learn to. diftruft his own judgment, and:to Wal 
fhake oif that importunate arrogancy. and. querulous prefuunption; . 
a capital enemy to difcipline and truth. He that. fhall well note I! 
and confider all thofe evils that he hath run into, that have threat- ik 
ned him; the light occafions that have altered his courfes and turn-. - | 
ed him from one efiate to another: how eften repentances- and | 
miflikes have come into his head , will prepare himtelf againft fu- 
ture changes, learn to knaw his own conditions will preferve his 
modetty, 
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Againft fuch 
as mis-bnow 
Ihemfelves. 
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An exhortation to the findy. 


anodefty, contain himfelf within his own rank, offend no-man, 
“trouble nothing, nor enterprife any thing that may pa{$ his own 


forces: And what were'this,, but to fee Fuflice and Peace in every 
thing? To be brief,.we have no clearer looking-glafs, no better 
book then our felves, ifas.we ought we do ftudy our felves, always 
keeping our eyes Opch.over Us, and prying more narrowly into our 
felves. 

But this is that which we think leaft of, Nemoin fe tentat defcen- 
dere: No man endeavours, to defcend diretily nto himfelf: where= 
by it cometh to pafs that we fall many times to the ground, and 
tumble headlong into the fame fault, neither perceiving it, nor 
knowing to what courfe to betake us: we make our {elves fools at 
our own charges. , Difficulties in every thing are not difcerned, 
but by thofe that know them: and fome degree of underftanding 


is neceflary even in the marking of our @wn ignorance. We mutt 


knock at the door to know whether the door be fhut: for when 
“men {ee themfelves refolved and {atisfied ofa thing, and think they 
fafficiently underftand it, itis a token they underitand nothing at 
‘all: for if we knew. our {elves well, we would provide far better 
for-our felves and our affairs; nay, we fhould be afhamed of our 
{elves and our eftate, and frame our felves to be others then we 
are. :He that knows not his own infirmities, takes no care to 
amend them, he that isignorant of his own wants, takes as little 
care to’provide for them, he that feels not his own evils and mi- 
-feries, advileth not with himfelf of helps, nor feeks for remedy. 
Deprebendus te oportet, prinfquam emendés : {anitats initinm, fentire 
fibi opus effe remedio “Thou muft of necefity know thy felf, before 
shou amend thy felf: it isthe very fixft beginning of health, to ackpow- 
ledg thy ficknefs, and that thou. halt need of remedy. And here be- 
hold our unhappinefs: for we think all things go well with us, 
and we are in fatety, and we live in content with our felves, and fo 
double our-miferies. Socrates was accounted the wifeft man of 
the world, not becaufe his knowledg was more compleat, or his 
fifficiency greater then others, but becauft his knowledg of him- 
{elf was better then others’; in that he held himfelf within his own 
rank, and knew better how to play the man. He was the King of 
-men, asit is aid, that he that hath but one eye is a king in refpect 
of him that hath never an eye, that is to fay, doubly deprived of 
hisfenfe: for they are by naturé weak and -miferable, and there- 


withal proud, and feel not their amifery. Socrates was but pur- 
blinds 




































and knowledge of our felves. 
blind; for being a man. as others | ete weak and miferable,. he 
knew it, and ingenuoufly acknowledged his condition, and lived, 
and Syne himfelf according unto it.. This is that which th 

Truth it {elf fpake unto thofe which were full of Mdunptiba; 
and by way of mockery faid- unto him, Are we blind alfo? If ye 
were blind, faith he, thatis, if ye thought your {elves blind, you 


fhould fee, but becaufe ye think ye fee, therefo re you are blind 4 1 A MH 


fore your fin remaineth. For th ey that in their own Opinion {ee 
much, are in truth ftark blind; and ti hey that are blind in their own 
opinion, fee beft. Itisa mifcrable thing ina man, to make him- 
felf a beaft by forgetting himfelf to be a man. Homo enim cum fis, id 
fac femper intelligas : [eeing thou art a man, fee thou always remem- 
ber it. 
have ordained that one or other fhould ever buzze into their ears 

that they weremen. O what anexcellent thing was this, if it en- 

tred as well into their hearts, _ it founded in their ears! That Mot 

of the Athenians to Pompey the Great, Thouart fo much a God, 

as thou acknowledgeft thy felf to bea man, wasno ill faying : for 

at the leaft to be an excellent man, is to confefs himfelf to be a 

man. 

The knowledg of our felves (a thing as difficult and rare, as to gi 
mifdeem and deceive our felves.eafie) isnot obtained by any other, Falfe means to 
that is to fay, by the comparifon, rule, or example of another. know our felves 

Plus aliw dete quam tutibi credere noli: Do not believe others 
more of thy felf, then thou thy felf knoweft of thy Self. Much lefs 
alfo by our {peech and judgment, which oftentimes commeth 
fhort to difcern, and we difloyal and fearful to {peak : not by 
any fingular act, which fometimes unawares hath efcaped a man, 
pricked forward by fome new, rare and accidental occafion, and 
is rather a trick of Fortune, or an eruption of fome extraordinary 
lunacy, than any production of fruit truly ours. A man judgeth 
not of the greatuefs or depth of a River, by that water which by 
reafon of fome fiidden inundation of neighbour rivers overfloweth 
the banks. One valiant act makes not a valiant man; nor one juft, 
ajuftman. The circumftances and fource of occafions doth im- 
port much and alter us, and oftentimes, a man is provoked to-do 
good by vice it felf: fo hard a thing is it, for man to know man. 

Nor likewife by all thofe outward things, that are outwardly ad- 
jacent unto us, as-oflices, dignities, riches, nobility, grace, and ap- 
plaufe of the greateft Peers and common people. Nor by the 


have 
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Many great. perfonages, as.a rule or bridle to themfelves, ! 
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An exhortation to the findy 


earriages of aman in publick places isa man known ; foras a king 
at Cheffe, fo he ftandeth upon his guard, he bridleth and contra@- 
ethhimfelf; fear, and fhame, and ambition , and other paffions, 
make him play that part that you {ee:But truly toknow him,we mutt 
look into his inward part, his privy chamber, and there not how to 
day, but every day he carricth himfelf. He is many times a diffe- 
rent man in his houfe, from that he is in the Country, in the Palace, 
in the Market-place; another man amongft his domeftical friends, 
from that heis amongft ftrangers: when he goeth forth of his houfe 
into fome publick place, he goeth to play a Comedy, and therefore 
ftay not thou there, for it is not himlelf that playeth, but another 
man, and thou knoweft him not. 

The knowledge of a mans felf, isnot acquired by all thefe four 
means, neither muft we truft them, but by a true, long, and daily 
ftudy ofhimfelf, a ferious and attentive examination, not only of 
his words, and ations, but of his moft fecret thoughts (their birth, 
progrefs, continucnce, repetition) and whatfoever is in him, even 
his nightly dreams prying narrowly into him, trying him often and 
at all hours, preffing and pinching him even to the quick. . For there 
are many-vices hid inus, and.are not felt for want of force and 
means; fothatthe venemous {erpent that is benummed with cold, 
faffereth him(elf to be handled without danger > neither doth it fut 
fice afterwards to acknowledge the fault by tale or piece-meal, and 
{o think to mend it by marring itsbut he muftin general re-acknow- 
ledge his weaknels,his mifery, and come toan univerfal amendment 
and reformation. 

Now if we will know man, we muft take more than ordinary 


The propofition pains in this firft Book, taking him in all fenfes, beholding him with 
and divifion of all vifages, feeling, his pulfe, founding him to the quick, entring into 


this Book. 


him witha candle and a fnuflcr, fearching and creeping mto every 
hole, corner, turning, clofet, and fecret place: and not without 
caufe; forthisis the moft fubtle and hypocritical covert and coun- 
terfeit of all the reft, and almoft not tobe known. Let us then con- 
fider him after five manners,fet down in this Table,which is the fum 
of the Book. 



























and kuowledge of our felves. 7 
‘The firft, Natural, of all the parts whereof be is compofeg 
and their appurtenances. hed 
The fecond, Natural and Moral, by comparifon of mar 
with beafts. 
The third, of bislife in declining tate. 
1 Vanttiee 
There are 1 The fourth, Moral, of hismanners, bu-\2 Weakneff. 
five con- mours, conditions, which are referred g 3 Inconftancy: 
fiderations< — to five things. 4. Mifery. 
of man & 5 Prefunsption. 
humane 11 Natures. 
condition ; | The fift, Natus 2 Spirits and (ufficiencies- 
ral and Mo- | 3 Charges and degrees of {uperiority, 
ral, of the dif-} — inferiority. 
ferences that | 4 Profeffion and conditions of life, ad- 
are between vantages and ( Natural- 
1 new in sheir difadvantages } aequired 
I. } Cafual. 
The firft confideration of Man, which ws Natural, 
by all the parts and members whereof bets com- 
pofed. 
CHAPTER I. 
Of the frame or formation of Man. 
SeseseseseseT is twofold, and to be confidered after a twofold 
ry if manner: the firft and original, once immediately by 
a I tae God inhis fupernatural creation; the fecond and or~ 
oS bs dinary, in his natural generation. According to that 
seegeypesns defcription which Mofes fetteth down touching the 
=e ~workmanfhip and creation of the world (therich- 1) 0) ": 
eft piece of work, that ever man brought unto light: [mean the Gen, y, 2 ge 


Hittory of the nine firft Chapters of Gexefis, which is of the world 
newly born and reborn ) man was made of God, not only: af- 
ter all creatures, as the moft perfe&t, but the mafter and fuperin- 
tendent of all, + prefit pifcibus maris , volatilibus cali, peftiiw 

C2 terra: 





























































Of the frame or formation of Man. 
terres That he might rule over the fif of the Sea, the Fowls of the 
air, andthe beafts of the earth. And in the felffame day, where- 
«nthe four-footed beafts of the earththat come neareft unto him 
were created - ( although thofe two that refemble him moft are, for 
the inward parts the: Swine, for the outward the Ape ) but alfo 
| after all was done and ended, as the clofing up, feal, and fign of 
1 his works, he hath alfo there imprinted his arms, and his pour- 
trait, Exemplumgue Det quifque eft in imagine parva. Signatuns eft 
Super nos lumen vultus tut Every man is.a fort compendious tmage of 
God. The light of his countenance is fealed upon us, asa {ummary 

recapitulation of all things, and an epitome of the world, which 
i isall inman, but gathered. into a {mall volume,whereby he is call- 
Mi ved, The little world; as the whole Univerfe may be called, The 
| great man: asthe tie and ligament of Angels and beafts, things 
heavenly and earthly, fpiritual and corporal 5 and in one word, as 
the laft hand, the accomplifhment, the perfe¢tion of the work, the 
honour and miracle of Nature. The reafon is, becaufe God having 
made him with deliberation, counfel, and preparation, & dixit, 
Faciamus hominem ad imaginem &, fimilitudinem noftram : and he 
faid, Let us make manin our Image, according to our likene{s, he relted. 
And this reft allo. was made for man: Sabbathum propter haminem, 
i non contra. Ihe Sabbath isfor man, not man for it. And afterwards 
| he had nothing to make new, but make himfelfman3 and that he 
did likewife for the love of man: Propter nos homines © propter 
noftram falutem: For us men ana our falvation. Whereby we fee, 
that in all things God hath aimed at man, finally in him,and by him, 
brevi manus in afhort fume, or fammarily, to accommodate all un- 

to himfelf, the beginning and end of all. 
es Secondly, he was created all naked, becaufe more beautiful than 
the reft, being pure, neat, and delicate, by reafon of his thin humours 

well tempered and feafoned. 


© 


se Thirdly, upright, but little touching the earth, his head directly 
i Upright. tending unto heaven, whereon he gazeth and fees and knows hitn- 


felfas ina gla{s, quite oppolite unto the plant, which hath its head. 
and root within the earth: fo that man isa divine plant, that flou- 
rifheth and grows up unto-heaven : .A beaftas in the middle betwixt 
aman and a plant, goes as it were athwart, having his two extreams 
towards the bounds or extremities.of the Horizon more or lels.: The 
caufe of this. uprightnefs in, man, betitles. the will of his Mafter- 
workman, is not:properly the reafonable foul; ‘as we fee in 
thofe. 
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Of the frame or formation of Man. 
«al e 
thofe that ‘are crook-backed, crump-thouldred, lame; nor in the 
ftraight line of the backbone, which is likewife im Serpents, nor in 
the natural-or vital heat, which is equalled, or rather greater in di- | 
vers beaits, although all thefe may ( perhaps) ferve to fome purpoles |. 
but this. upright gate is due and belonging to man, both as he is | 
man, the holictt and divineft creature. Wes 

- Sandlins bis animal mentifque capacius alte: 

Apojtr. phe from thefe, in making man 

. He made 2 facred Creature, beafts profane, ies 

Who (though theyavere not made enough to feet) We 

Was made the means, where they and God do meet. | 

Dumb works for mans but God made man we find 

To contemplate thefe works, and know bis mind : ! 

9 Ok pee : : et il 

and as King in thislower region. To {mall and particular royalties, ! 
; ay : : . q 
there belong certain marks of Majefty, as we {ee in tl 








le crowned. | 
Dolphin, the Crocodile, the Bion with his collar, the colour ofhis | 
hair, and his eyes in thegfagle’, the King ofthe Bees: fo man the | 
univerfal King @fthefe lower parts, walketh with an upright coun- i 
tenance as a Malter in his houfe ruling, and by love or torce taming 
every thing. ; 

His body was firkt framed of virgin-earth, and red, from whence 
he took his proper name:-Adam, for the appellative was Ih: and Aw j 
that being not yet moiftued with rain but with the water of the oo 
fountain. 
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Mixtam fluvialibus und 
Finxit in efigiemn—— 
Of running water and of fettled earth 
Did God build man, (the Poet knew not breaths) 
-Grace ran away, or rather be fromthat, 
Yet manftood fill, or rather nature fate, i 
But not in Paradife, Globe of earth and feas, 
Now only earth, paft over Euphrates. e 
By reafon the body is the’ firft-born, or elder then-the foul, as ‘ HE 
the matter then the form; the houfe muftbe made and trimmed be- | ) ra 
fore it be inhabited, the fhop before the workman canufeit. After- | 
wardsthe Soul was by divine infpirationinfufed, and {0 the body 
by the foul made a living creature, Infpiravit in faciem ejus fpiraen- if 
lum vite, &c. He breathed in his face the breath of life. 
In that ordinary aiid natural generation and formation, which 8. 
is made of the feed in the womb of the woman, the felffame He # made ta 
C 3 order the matrix. 
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1® Of the franre or formation of Man. 
order is obferved: The body is firft formed as-well by the elemen- 
tary force of the Energie, and forming virtue which 1s the feed, 
- aiding in fome fort the heat of the matrix, as the celeftial, which 
isthe influence and virtue of the Sun; Sol & hémo generant bomi- 
t Bonceived of "em, the Sun and Man do engender man In fuch order, that the 
Hi | coagulated feed {even firft. days the feed of .the Father and. Mother do mingle, 
unite and curdle together like cream, and are made one body; which 
it is the conception. . Nonne fient Lac mulfifit me, & ficut cafeum me 
i! coagulafti ? haft thounot milked me. like milk, and haft thow not co 
| Changed, agulated, and curdled me as cheefe? “Voenext feven days this feed 
| is concocted, thickned, and changed into a mafsofflefh, and indi- 
gefted formlef$ bloud which is the proper matter of an humane bo- 
i dy. The third feven days following, of this mafs or lump is made 
in Fermedin 2nd fathioned the body in grofs, fo that about the twentieth day- 
groft. are brought forth the three noble agd heroical parts, the Liver, 
Heart, Braz, diftant an ovallengthor, as the Hebrews fay, hold- 
ing, thendelves by thin commiffures or joyies, whichafterwards fill 
themfslves with ficth., after the fafhion 6f an Antygwhere there are 
three groffer parts joyned by..two thin. . The fourth feven days 
hovel ies which end near thirty, the whole body is ended, perfected, joynted, 
ae. organized 5 and fo itbegins to be more an Embrion, that is, unper- 
Firft furnifbed fcct in fhape,but capable, as. a matter prepared to its form, to receive 
with fit. inftru- the foul; which faileth not to infinuate and’ inveft it fel£ into the 
ments for fenfe. body towards the {even and thirtieth orfortieth. day after the five 
weeks ended. Doubling this term, that is to fay, at the- third . 
" indowed with Mouth this mfant endowed witha foul; hath motion and fenfe , 
foul motion, the hair and nayls begin tocome... Tripling thisterm, whichis at 
Brought forth. the ninth month, he cometh forth, and is brought into the light. 
Thefe terms or times are not fo. juftly prefixed, but tharthey may 
either be haftened, or prolonged, according to the force or feeble- 
nefs of the-heat both of the feed and of the matrix: for being 
i firong, it hafteneth, being weak it floweth; whereby. that feed that 
i hath lefs heat and more moifture , whereof women for the mof# 
i) part are conceived , requireth longer time, and is not endowed 
ii with a foul, until the fortieth day orafter; and moveth not till the 
| fourth month, which is near by a quarter more Jate then that of . 
the male children. 
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The firft and general diflinction of Mar. 


CHAP. II. 
The firft and general diftindtion of Man. 


Wi" N, asa prodigious creature, is made of parts quite contra- 


ry, and enemies to themfelves. The foul isa little God, rhe divifion of 
«the body as a beaft, asa dunghil. Neverthelefs, thefe two parts man in two 
are in fiich fort coupled together, have fuch need the one of the 4M f 


other to perform their functions, Alteriu fic altera pofcit opem res, 
& conjurat amice: So one thing doth ask, the fellowfbip and help of 
another, and doth a it were friendly conjure it; and do fo with all 
gheir complaints embrace each other, that they neither can continue 
together without wars, nor feparate themfelves without grief and 
torment; and as holding the Wolf by the ears, each may fay to other, 
L can neither live with thee nor without thee, Nec tecum, ne fine te. 
But again, forafmuch as there are in this foul two parts very dif- 
ferent, the high, pure, intellectual, and divine, wherein the beak 
hathno part; and the bafe, fenfitive, and brutifh, which hath body 
and matter, and is as an indifferent mean betwixt the intellectual 
part and body; aman may bya diftin@ion more moral and poli- 
litick, note three parts and degrees in man: The Spirit, the Soul, the 


Flefh: where the Spirit and Flefb, hold the place of the two ex= yup, hi 
treams, as heaven and earth; the Soul the middle region, where parts, 


areingendred the Meteors, tumult, and tempefts. The Spirit the 
higheft and moft heroical part, a’diminutive, a fpark, an image, 
and dew of the Divinity, isin aman as a King in his Common- 
weal, it breatheth nothing but good, and heaven to which it tende 
eth; the Flefs ( contrarywife ) as the dregs of a people befotted, 
and common fink of man, tendeth always to the matter, and to 
the earth; the Soul in the middle, as the principal of the people, 
betwixt the beft and the worft, good and evil is continually folici- 
ted by the Spirit and the Flefp, and according unto that part to- 
wards which it applyeth it felf, itis either {piritual and good, or 
carnaland evil. Here are lodged all thofe natural aflefions, which 
are neither virtuous nor vicious, as the love of our Parents and 
friends, fear of fhame, compaffion toward the affliGted, defire of 
g0od reputation. 

This diftin@ion will help much to the knowledge of man, and 
to difcern hisaétions, that he miftake not himfelf, as it is the man~ 
nex todo, judging by the bark and outward appearance, thinking 
that to be.of the Spirit which is of the Soul, nay, of the Flehh ; 
C 4 attri- 
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The utility 
thereof. 
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i2 Of the body, and firfrof all the parts. 
attributing, unto virtue that which is due unto nature, nay unto vice. 
| How many good and excellent actions have been produced by paf- 
| fion, or at leaft bya natural inclination, Ut ferviant genio, & fuo 
i indulgeant. animo £ That they may ferve their humour, and fatufie 
their pleafure f 
1 CHAP. IIE 
i Of the Body, and firft of all the parts thereof, 


and their places. 


‘HE Body of man confifteth of a number of parts, inward ands 


| Ke 
i The divifion of outward, which are all for the moft part round and orbicular, 
I the body. er-coming, near unto that figure. 
r 2. The inward are of two fortsy-the one: i number: and~ quan 


sips ee and. tity {fpread through the whole body, as the bones, ‘which are as the 

“nas balis and upholding pillars of the whole building, and within them 

(for their nourifhment ) the marrow, the mufeles for motion and 

firength; the veins iffting from the Jiver, as channels of the firft 

and natural bloud; the arteries coming, fromthe heart, as conduits 

of the fecond bloud, more fubtil and vital. Thefe two meunting 

higher then the Jiver and the heart, their original fources are more 

Rrait then thofe that go downwards; ‘to the end they fhould help to 

mount the bloud; for that narrownefs more ftraitned, ferves to 

raife the humours, the finews proceeding by couples, as inftruments 

| of fenfe, motion, and ftrength of body and conduits of the animal 

y fpirits, whereof {ome are fott, of which there are feven pairs which 

| {erve the fenfes of the head, Sight, Hearing,Tafte, Speech, the other are 

hard, whereof there are thirty couples proceeding from the reins of 

the back to the mufcles; ‘the Tendrels, Ligaments, Griftless the 

fourth, Humours, Blond, Choler, which worketh, provoketh, penetra- 

teth, hindereth obftruétions, cafteth forth the excrements, bringeth 

Fill chearfulnef$; Melancholy’, which provoketh an appetite to’ every 

i thing, moderateth fudden motions; Phlegme, which fweetneth the 

force of the two Cholers, and all other heats : The Spirits which ate 

as it were the fumigations that arife from the natural heat and radt- 

| cal humour, and they are in three degrees of excellency, ‘the Natural, 

(| Vital, Animals. The Fat, which is the thickef and-groffeft part of 
MI 3: bloud. 

Singular, “fox? . The other are fingular ¢ fave the kidneys and*ftones, which are 


regions of the ; Sig 
dias f tb double ) and affigned to a certain place. . Now there are four places 
or. 
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Of the body, andifirft of all the parts. 13 
or regions, as degrees of the body, fhops of nature, where fhe 
exercifeth her faculties and powers. The tirftand loweft is for ge- I. 
neration, in which are the privy parts {erving thereunto. . The fe- 2¢ 
cond near unto that, in which are tke entrals, viféerz, that is to Wes 
fay the flomach, yielding more.to the left fide, round, ftraiter in We 
the bottom than at top, having two orifices or mouths, the one . Wes 
above to receive, the other beneath, which anfwereth the bowels, We 
tocaft forth and difcharge it felf . It receiveth, gathereth together, itl 
mingleth, concocteth the victuals, and turnsthem into Chyle, that : 
isto fay, a kind of white Suc, fit for the nourifhment of the body; aS 
which is likewife wrought within the Meferaique veins, by which : 
it paffeth unto the Liver. . The Liver hot and moitt, inclining, to- Hi 
ward the right fide, the ftore-houfe of bleod, the. chief or rather | 
fountain of the veins, the {eat of the natural nourifhing faculty, | 
or vegetative foul, made and ingendered of the bloud of that | 
Chyle, which it draweth from the Meferaique veins, and recei- ; i : 

| 

| 








veth into its lap by the vena porte; which entreth into the concavi- 
ties thereof, and afterwards is fent and: diftributed thorow the 
whole body by the help of the great Vena cava, whicharifeth from 
the bunch and branches thereof, whichare in great number as the 
rivers of aFountain. The Splewe towards the left fide, which re- 
ceiveth the difcharge and excrements of the Liver: The Reiss, the 
Eyitrals, which though they are allin one, yetare diftinguifhed by : | 
fix differencesand names, equalling feven timesthe length of a man, | 
asthe length of a manis-equalled by feven foot. In thefe two firft | 
‘parts or degrees, which fome take to be but one (although there are | 

| 





two faculties very different, the one generative for the continuance 
of thekind 5 the. other. nutritive for every particular perfon,..and 
they make it to anfwer to the loweft and elementary part of the 
world, the place of generation and corruption) is the concupifcible 
foul. ; } 

The third degree compared to:the #therian region, feparated 33 
from the former by the Diapbragma or Midriff; and trom that 


above by the narrownefs of: the throat 5 in which. is the irafcible 

foul, and the pectoral parts Precurdia, that is to fay, the Hezri : | E 
very hoggplaced about thetift rib, having, his point under thelcti 1 : 
pap ordug, the original fountain of Arteries, which are always t 
moved, and caufe the Pulfe to beat, by which, as by channels, it fen- itt 


Ay eee 1 es Ee Se the Arta Llaoga 
deth and diftributeth thorow the whele body the vital blood 


which it hath coucocted » and..by it the ipixit and virtue vit 
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E4 thereof, andwpezr places. 
| ~The Lungs, of fubftance very foft and {pongeous, fupple todraw 
i to, and force forth, like a-pair of bellows, inftruments both of 
1 relpiration, whereby the heart is refrethed, drawing unto it the 
_ blood, the {pirits, the air, and disburthening it felf of thofe fumes 
1 and excrements which opprefs it,and of the voice. by means of the 

i rough Arterie. 
The fourth and higheft, which anfwereth to the. celeftial regi- 
on, isthehead, which containeth the Braia, coldand fpongeous, 
wrapped within two skins, the one more hard and thick, which 
\ toucheth the brain-pan, Dura mater; the other more eafie and 
thin, which includeth.the Brain, Pia mater: from it doiffue, and 
ll are derived, the Sinews and marrow that defcendeth and falleth 
i . down into the reins of the back. - This Brain is the feat of the 
in xeafonable foul, the fourfe of fenfe and motion, and of the moft no- 
| _ble animal {pirits, compofed of the vital, . which being raifed from 
the heart by the Arteries unto the brain, are concotted and re~ 
concocted, elaborated and.made fubtile by the help of the multi- 
.plicity of {mall Arteries, as fillets diverfly woven and interlaced, 
by many turnings and windings, likea labyrinth or double net, 
Rete mirabile; within which this vital {pirit being retained. and {o- 
journing, oftentimes paffiug and repafling, is refined and perfected, 

and becomes a creature, {piritual in an excellent degree. 

ae The outward and vifible parts, if they be fingle, are in the mid- 
Oxtward parts dle; asthe Nofe, which ferveth for refpiration, {mell, and the 
Singular. comfort of the brain, and the disburthening thereof, in fuch fort, 
that by it the air entreth, and iffteth both down into the lungs, and 
up into the brain. The Mouth, which ferveth to eat and to 
i f{peak, and therefore hath many parts ferviceable thereunto ; with- 
out, the lips; within, the tongue, foft and very fubtile, which 
judgeth of favours; the eeth, which bruife and grind the viGtuals3 
the Navel, the two finks or ways to cafe and disburthen the body. 
| rAd If they be double and alike, they are all collaterals and equal , 
f) ‘Deubleand —_as_ the two eyes, planted in the higheft ftage, as fentinels, compo-~ 
i equal, fed of many and divers parts, three humours, feven tunicles, feven 
ti mujfcles, divers colours of many fafhions, and nich art. Thefe 
‘i arethefirft, and moft noble outward parts of the body am beauty , 
uh utility, mobility, activity, yea, in the action of love as iby oreuayia, 
AN they are to the vifage, that which the vilage is to the body , they 
i are the face of the face: and becaufe they are tender, delicate, and 
Precious, they are fenced and rampired on all parts, with skins, 


lids, 
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Of the -fingular properties of the body of man: 
lids, brows,-ears. The ears, in the felf fame height that. the eyes 
are, asthe {couts of the body; Porters of the {pirit, the Receivers, 
and Judgers of founds which always afcend; they have their en- 


trance oblique and crooked, to the end the air and the found fhould . 


net enter at once, whereby the fenfe of hearing might be hindred 
and judge the worfe: The arms and bands, the work-mafters of 
all things, and univerfal inftraments. The Jegs and feet, the props 
and pillars of the whole building. 


CHAP. Iv. 
Of the fingular properties of the body of man. - 


ve liars body of man hath many fingularities, and {ome peculiar 


and properunto themfelves, not common with other crea- Peculiar pre- 


tures. The frftand principal are fpeech, upright ftature, the form Perties in the 
P P P Asie 2 Z body of naa. 


or feature, the port or carriage, whereof the wife, yea, the Stoicks 
themfelves made {uch account, that they were wont to fay, That 
it-wasbetter to be a fool ina humane fhape, then wife in the form of 


a beaft. . The hand isa miracle ( that of the Ape is not to be ter- - 


med a hand ) Hiénatural nakednefs, laughter, crying. The Senfe 
of. tickling, hairon the lower lid of the eye, a vifible navel, the 
point of the heart-on the left fide. The toes of the fect not fo long 
as the fingers of the hand. . Bleeding at nofe, a ftrange thing, con- 
fidering, that he carrieth his Head upright, and a beaft downwards: 
To bluth for fhame, wax pale for fear. Tobean ambidexter; dif- 
pofed at all times to the {ports of Venus. Notto move the ears, 
which bewrayeth in beafis the inward affections, but man doth 
fofhiciently make them known, by hisblufhing, palenefs, motion of 
the eyes, and nofe. - 

The other properties ate likewife peculiar unto man, but not 


alefs degree, that is to fay, multitude of mufcles and hair in the head. 
The pliant facility of the body, and the parts thereof to all motion 
and every fenle. . The elevation of the breafts. The great abun- 
dance of the brain. The greatnefs of the bladder. .The form of 


the foot, long forward, fhort backward. The quantity and pure {ub- - 


tility ofthe blood. . The mobility and agility of the tongue. The 
multitude and variety of dreams, infomuch that he feemeth the one- 
by dreamer, Sneefing. And to be fhost,. the many motions of the 
eyes, the nofe, the lips, 


Theres = 
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; : é , in Peculiar pro- ~ 
wholly, but by way of excellency 5 for they are alfo in beafts, but in arent es 


of excellency. 













































































































of the goods of the body: Health, Beauty, &c. 
Agee There are alfo habits propex rand peculiar, but ditferent; fome 
vers habits-are geftures, motions, and artificial and: affected countenances-5 
| others are fo proper and natural, that they that have them, neither 

cel them nor know them in themfelves; asto goftooping « but all 
Wt have that which proceedeth not fo much from reafon, as a pure, na~ 
ih tural, and ready impulfion, that is, to put forth.a mans hand before 


| him when he falleth. 


i| CHAP. V. ‘ 
| Of the goods of the body : Health, Beauty, xc. 





I t. ‘HE. goods of the body are, Health, Beauty , Chearfulnefs, 
i The praife of AG -Strength, Vigour, a prompt readinef$ and difpofition : but of 
il bral. all thefe Health is the firft, and paffeth all the reft. Health is the 
moft beautiful and rich prefent that Nature can beftow upon us, 
and above all other things to be preferred, not onely Science, No- 
bility, Riches, but Wifdom it felf, which the auftereft among the 
wifedoaffirm. Itisthe oncly thing, that deferveth our whole em-' 
ployment, ‘yea, our life it {elf to attain unto it: for without it life 
‘is no life, but a death, virtue and wifdom grow weak and faint. 
what comfort can all the wifdom of the world bring to the greateft 
man that is, if he be throughly ftricken with an Apoplexie* Doubt- 
le(s, there is nothing to be preferred before this bodily health but 
Honefty, whichis the health of the Soul. Now it is common unto 
! us with beafts, yea, many times it is greater, and far more excellent 
an in them than ius: and. notwithftanding it bea gift of nature, 
_Gandeant bene nati. 
He that is gently born may well rejoyce, 
Lo have by nature what be would by choice : 
given in the firft formation, yet that which afterward followeth, 
The milk, Good government, which confifteth in fobriety.and mo- 
derate exerciles, lightnefs of heart, and a continual avoidance of all 
i, paflions, do preferve it much. Griefand ficknefs are the contraries 
nH unto it; which are the greateft, if not the onely evils that follow 
bi | man, whereof we fhall {peak hereafter. But in the prefervation 
ii hereof, beaftslikewife fimply following nature, which hath given 
tei them health, do far exceed men; they oftentimes forgetting, them- 
Ht felves, though afterwards they pay dearly for it. 
i Bs Next followeth Beauty, a good of great account in the fociety | 
Beauty. ofmen.. Itis the firft means of reconciling or, uniting one to ano- 
nother 
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Of the goods of the body: Health, Beauty, &e. i7 
fp pees o1. een Lovioulys) Veen 4 
ther, and it is very likely, that the firft diftinction that hath been of: 
one man from anothers and the firft confideration that giveth pre- 
heminence to one above another, hath been the advantage of beau- 


there are none fo barbarous, none fo refolute, that have not been 
beatenbyit. Itreprefenteth it felf unto.the view, it {educcthand 
preoccupateth the judgment, it makes deep inipreffions, and pref 
{etha man with great authority: and therefore Socrates called it, 
A fhort tyranny 3 and Plato, The priviledg of Nature: for it feemeth 
that he that carrieth in his countenance the favours of Nature, im-= 
printed ina rare and excellent beauty, hatha kind of lawful power 
over us,.and that we turning our eyes towardshim, he likewife tur- 
neth our affections, and enthralleth them in defpight of our (elves. 
Aviftotle faith, that it appertaineth to thofe that are beautiful, to 
command; that they are venerable next to the Gods themfelvess 
that there are none,but fuch as are blind,but are touched with it. 
Cyrus, Alexander, Cefar, thele great Commanders, have made great 
ufe thereof in their greateft affairs, yea, Scipio, the.beft of them all. 
Fair and Goodare near neighbours, and are expreffed by the felf- 
{ame words,both in Greek , and in the Scriptures. Many great Phi- 
lofophers have attained to their wifdom, by the affiftance of their 
beauty. It is likewife confiderable, and much required in beafts 
themfelves. 

There are in Beauty divers things to be confidered : That of 7; 











men is properly the form and feature of the body; as for. other of Beauty. 
beauties, they belong unto women. . There aretwo forts of beau- 
ties, the one fettled which moveth not at all, ‘and it .confifteth in 
the due proportion, and colour of the members, a body. that is not 
fwoln or puffed up, wherein the finews and veins appear not from 
fat, nor the. bones prefs not the skin, but full of blood and {pirit, 
and in good ftate, having the mufcles elevated, the skin {mooth, 
the colour Vermillion: The other moveable, which is called a- good 
grace, and is the true guiding, or carriage of the motion of the 
members, and above all, the eyes. The former beauty of it felf is 
as it were dead, this active aud full of life. . There are beauties that 
are rude, fierce, fowre5 others that are {weet, yea, though they be 
fading. 

Beatty is properly to be confidere 
thing more beautiful in man, than his foul; and in the body of man 

; 


i‘ na nN 


444G 44 


The diftinétion 
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3. 
Seven fingula- 
vities inthe vt- 
Sage of man. 

I. 

2. 


He 
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Of the goods of the body: Health, Beauty, &c. 


than his vifage, which is as it were the foul abbreviated, that is, the 
pattern and image of the foul 5 that is, her Efcutcheon, with many 
quarters, reprefenting the collection of all her titles of honour, 
planted and placed in the gate and fore-front, to the end that men 
may know, that here is her abode and her palace. By the countes 
nance it is that we know the perfon of a man; and therefore Art, 
which imitateth Nature, takes no care to reprefent the perfon of a 
man, but only to paint or carve the vifage. 

There are many {pecial fingularities in the vifage of man, which 
are not in beafts, (for to fay the truth, they have no vifage) norin 
the reft of the body of man: as the number and divertity of the 
parts and forms of them, in beafts there is neither chin, nor cheeks, 
nor forehead, much lefs any form or fafhion of them. Variety of 
colours, as in the eye only there is black, white, green, blue, red, 
chryftaline. Proportion for the fenfes are there double, anfwering 
the one to the other, andin fuch a manner, that the greatnefs of 
the eye isthe greatnefs of the mouth, the largenefs of the fore~ 
head, the length of the nofe; the length of the nofe, that of the 
chin and lips. An admirable diverfity of countenancess and fuch, 
that there are hardly found two faces, in all refpetts, like one ano~ 
ther : this isa chief point of workmanthip, which in no other thing 
can be found. This variety is very profitable, yea neceflary for hu- 
miane fociety ; firft, to know one another : for infinite evils, yea, the 
diffipation of humane kind muft needs follow, if aman fhould 
miftake himfelf by the femblance and fimilitude of divers vifages ; 
yea, it would be a confufion worfe than that of Babel. A man 
would take his daughter for his fifter, for a ftranger, his enemy for 
his friend. If our faces were alike, we fhould not difcerna man 
from a beaft; and if they were not all unlike one another, we could 
not know how to difcern a man from a man. Befides, it was an ex- 
cellent art of Nature, to place in this part fome fecret that might 
give contentment to one another, through the whole world: for 
by reafon of this variety of faces, there is not a perfon that in fome 
part is not beautiful. The dignity and honour of it, round figure, 
form upright and elevated on high, naked and uncovered, without 
hair, feathers, {cales, as. in other creatures, looking up unto heaven. 
Grace, fweetnefs, a pleafant and decent comlinefs, even to the gi- 
ving up ofa mans Soul, and the ravifhing, of his will, as hath been 
thewed before. To be brief, the vifage is the throne of beauty and 
love; the feat of laughter and kiffing, two.things very proper and 
agreeable 
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Of the goods of the body: Health, Beauty, &c. 


agreeable unto man, the true and moft fignificant fymbols of ami- 
tyand good difcretion. Finally, it is apt for all alterations, to de- 
clare the inward motions and paflions of the Soul, as Joy, Heavi- 
nefs, Love, Hatred, Envy, Malice, Shame, Choler, Jealoufie, and 
foforth. Itisasthe hand of a Dial which noteth the houres and 
moments of time, the wheeles and motions themfelves being hid 
within. And as the aire, which receiveth-all the colours and 
changes of the time, fheweth what the weather is, fo {faith one, 
the aire of a mans countenance. Corpus animum tegit & detegit, 
in facie legitur homo. The body covereth and difcovereth the foul, and 
man is known even by bis face 

The beauty of the face confifteth in a large, {quare, well exten- 





















ded and cleer front, eye-brows well ranged, thin and {ubtile, the A defcription 
eye well divided, chearful, {parkling ; as for the colour, 1 leave it of the beauty 
doubtful: the nofé lean, the mouth little, the lips coraline, the 7 the fase. 


chin fhort and dimpled, the cheeks fomewhat rifing, and in the 
middle the pleafant gelafin, the eares round and well compact, the 
whole countenance with a lively tin¢ture white and vermilion. 
Neverthelefs, this defcription of Beauty is not generally received 5 
the opinions of Beauty are different, according, to the diverfity of 
Nations. With the Indians the greateft Beauty confifteth in that, 
which we account the greateft deformity, that is, in a tawny co- 
lour, thick and {wollen lips, aflat and large nofe, teeth {potted 
with black or red, great earesand hanging, alittle low forehead, 
dugs great and pendent, to the end. they may give their little ones 
fuck over their fhoulders: and to attain to this form of Beauty, 
they ufe all manner of Art. But not to wander fo far, in Spain the 
chiefeft Beauty is lean and neatly compt 5 in Italy fat, corpulent and 
folid: the fott, and delicate, and flattering pleafe. the ones the 
ftrong, vigorous, fierce, and commanding the other. 

The beauty of the Body, efpecially the vifage, fhould #n all rea~- 
fon demonftrate and witnefS the beauty of the foul, (which isa 























The beauty of * 
the foul and 


quality and rule of opinions and judgements, witha certain fted~ poqy,: 


faftnefs and conftancy) for there is nothing that hath a truer re« 
femblance, than the conformity and relation of the body to the 
{pirit: and when this is not, we muft- needs think,.that there is 
fome accident that hath interrupted the ordinary courfe, as it 
comes to pafs, that we oftentimes fee it: for the milk of the 
Nurfe, the firft inftitution, converfation, bring great alterations 
tathe original nature of the foul, whether in good or evil.  So- 
sr ates s 
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Nakednefs is 


natural. 






Of the goods 0} { the Bod Ly . Health, Beauty, Sc. 


crates conteff vi that the deformity of his body, did juftly accnfe the 
natural ioe uae of his foul, but that by in \duftry and inftitution he 
had corrected that of the foul. This outward: countenance is a 
weak and dangerous furety; but they tl tha t belye their own phy fiog» 

nomy, are rather to be: punifhed then others, becanfe they fallitie 

and betray that good promifé that Nature hath planted in their 
front, and deceive the world. 


CHAP. Vi. 
Of the veftments of the body. 


Here is great likelihood, that the cuftom or fafhion of go- 
T ing naked, as yet contintied ina great part of the world, was 
the firft and original amongft men, and that of covering and ador- 
ning the’ body with garments was artificial, and invented to help 
and enlarge Nature, as they which by artiticial light go about to 1n- 
creafe the light of the day: for Nature having fufficiently Aight ed 
for all other creatures a covering, it isnot to be believed, that fhe 
hath handled man worfe than the reft, and left him onely indigent, 
and in fuch.a ftate, that he could not help himfelf without forraign 
{uccours, and therefore thofe reproaches that are made. againft Na- 
tureasa f{tep-mother, areunjuft. If men from the beginning had 
been cloathed, itis not nnlikelyithat they would ever have difrobed 
themfelves, and gone naked; both in regard_of their health, which 
could not but be much: offended withthat change, and fhameit 
(elf: and neverthelefs, be! done.and obferved amongft many na- 
tions. Neither can it be alledgedthat wecloath onr {elves either 
to cover our nakednefs or privy parts, or to defend us againtt cold 
(for thefe are the two reafons pretended, for againft heat, there is 
no appearance of reafon ) becaule Nature hath not taught us, that 
there is anything in our nakednefs, that we fhould beafhamed of : 
itis we that by our own fault and fall, have told it our felves : 

Quis indicavit tibi ‘quod nudus effes, nifi god ex ligno quod aay 
ram tibi ne comederes comedifti ¢ Who told.thee that thou waft naked, 
unle(S thou hat eaten of the tree, whereof I comnpanded thee thai thew 
foouldeft not eat? And Nature hath already dufiiciently hid them; 
put them far from our eyes, and covered .thems “And Nhcefies ie 
is lefs needful to cover thofe parts onely, asfome do in thofe Coun- 
tries where they go all naked, and ordinarily are not coveted: for 
why fhouldhe that.is Lord. of all other crea tures: not daring to 
thew 
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fhew himfelf naked unto the world, hide himfelf under the fpoils of 
another, nay adorn himfelf? As for cold, and other particular 

nd local neceflities, we know that under the felffame air, the felf- i 
fame heaven, one goes naked, another apparelled; and we have | 
all the mott delicate part uncovered: and therefore a wandring per- Vi 
{on being asked,How he could go fo naked in winter,anfwered,that | 

our faces are always. naked, and he wasall face: Yea many great We 
perfonages have ever gone with their heads uncovered, Maffiniffz, Nes 
Cefar, Hannibal, Severus; and many Nations there are, which. | Be 
go to the warrs and fight all naked: and the counfel that Péato Wie 
giveth for the continuance of health is, never to cover either head 
or feet. And Varro faith, that when it was firft ordained, that 
men fhould uncover their heads in the prefence of the gods, and of 
the magiftrate, that it was rather for healths fake, and to harden 
themfelves againft the injuries. of the times, than for reverence. | 
Laftly, the invention of covers and houfes againft the injuries of i 
heaven and men, 1s More ancient, more natural, more univerfal, i 
then of garments, and common with many creatures, but an in- 
duftrious fearch for victual more natural than either. Of the ule 73, 
of garments, and aliments hercafter. 
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CHAP. VIL | 
Of the Soul in general. | 


Ehold here a matter of all others moft-difiicult, handled and 7), », ofc 
. é . . . . g Cee | 
difcourfed by the wifeftof all Nations, efpecially Egyptians, White 
Greeks, Arabians, and Latines: by our later Writers more fhal- 
lowly, asall other Philofophy, but with great diverfity of opini- | 
ons, according to the diverfity of Nations, Religions, profeffions, 
without any certain accord or refolution: the general knowledge 
and difcourfe thereof, may be referred to thefe ten points: The de- } 
finition, Effence or Nature, Faculties and Actions, Unity or Plura- i 
lity, Source, Entrance into the body, Refidence therein, Seat, Suf- | 
ficiency to exercife her functions, the End, and Separation from the | | 
body. | 
It is firft very hard to define, or truly to fay what the Soul is, as : | 
generally all other forms, becaufe they are things relative which fub- y4¢ definition \) 
fift not in themfelves, but are parts of a whole, and this is the rea- very difficult. 
fon, why there is {ich and fo great diverfity of definitions of them, 
whereof there is not any received without contradittion. Ari- 
D ftorle 
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a2 . 
li flotle hath confuted twelve that were before him, and could hardly 
M] make good his own. pee 
Hi 2. It is cafie to fay what it is not: That it is not Fire, dire, 
fi Eafietofay Water; Nor the temperature of the four Elements, or quali- 


tics or humours, which is always changeable, without which a 
creatute is and lives; and befides that, this is an accident, the Souk 
afubftance. Again, Metals and things inanimate, have like- 
wife a temperature of the four Elements, and firft qualities. Net- 
ther is it blood, ( for there are many things animate and living 
without blood, and many creatures die without the fhedding of 
a dropof blood.) Nor the beginning and caufe of motion ( for 
divers things inanimate move, asthe Adamant moves the Iron; 
Amber or Jet, Straw Medicines and Roots of Trees being, cut 
and dried, draw and move, ) Neither is it the aé, or life, or 
Energie, or perfection, for that word Entelecbiais diverfly taken 
and interpreted ) of a living body: for all this is but the effect 
or action of the Soul, and not the Sow! it felf, as tolive, to {ee , 
to underftand is the aétion of the So#l. And it would likewile 
follow, that the Soul fhould be an accident, not a fubftance, 
and could not fubfift without that body whereof it isthe act and 
perfection, no more than the cover of an houfe may be without 
the houfe, anda relative without his correlative: To be brief, it 
is to fay what the Soul doth and isto another, not what itis init 
felf. 

But to fay what the Soul is, is very diffcult; A man may 


Hardtefay — fimply fay, That it is an effential quickning form, which giveth to 
: what itis. the plant the vegetative or growing life, to a beaft, a fenfible 


life, which compschendeth the vegetative; toa man an, intellectu- 
al life, which comprehendeth the other two, as in number the 
greater contains the lefs, and in figures the Pemtagone contains 
the Tetragone, and this the Trigone. call it the intellectual foul, 
rather than the reafonable, which is comprehended in the intel- 
leGtive as the lefS inthe great: for the reafonable in fome fenfe 
and meafure, according to the opinion of the greateft Philofo- 
phers. and experience it felf, is likewife in beafts, but not the intel- 
lective, as being more high. Sicwt equus & mulus in quibys non 
elt intellects: Like a hurfé and mule in whom there i no under~ 
ftanding. The Soul then is not the beginning or fource, that word 
doth properly belong to the foveraign firft author, but an inward 
cafe of hfe, motion, fenfe, underftanding. It moveth the body, 

and 
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and it felfis not moved; ascontrarily, the body is moved, and mo- 
veth not at all: it moveth I fay the body, and not it felf, for no- 
thing, but God moveth it felf; and whatfoever moveth it felf, is 
Eternal Lord of it felf: and that it moveth the body, it hath it 
not of it felf, but from an higher caufe. 

Concerning the Nature and Effence of the Sow, I mean an humane 


Soul (for the Soul of a beaft is without alldoubt corporal, mate- Te Nature and 


rial, bred and born with the matter, and with it corruptible ) effence of the 


there is 2 queftion of greater importance than it {eemeth: for fome 
affirm it to be corporal, fome incorporal : and this is very agreea- 
ble to reafon, if a man be not opinative. That it iscorporal, fee 
what the grounds are; Spirits and Devils, good and ill, which are 
wholly feparated from all matter, are corporal, according, to the 


opinion of all Philofophers, and our greateft Divines, Tertullian, tn homil. |. de 
Origen, S. Bafil, Gregory, Auguftine, Damafcete, how much fpir.1.3.de lib. 


more the Soul of man, which hath fociety, and is united to a mat- rhe 


ter? Their refolution is, that whatfoever is created, being compa- 
red unto God, is grofs, corporal, material, and only God is in- 
corporal; that every fpiritis a body, and hath.a bodily Nature. 
Next unto authority almoft univerfal, the reafon is irrefragable. 
Whatfoever is included in this finite world, is finite, limited both 
in virtue and fubftance, bounded with a fuperticies, inclofed and 
circum{cribed in a place, which are the true and natural conditions 
of a body: for there is nothing but a body which hatha fuperfici- 
all part, and is barred and fafined ina place. God only is whol- 
ly infinite, incorporal; the ordinary diltinCtions, circum{criptive, 
definitive, effective, are but verbal, and in nothing either help or 
hurt the caufe: for it always ftands good that fpirits are in fuch 
fort ina place, that at the felf-fame time that they are in a place, 
they cannot be elfewhere ; and they are not ina place either infi- 
nite, or very great, or very little, but equal to their limited and 
finited fubftance and {uperficies. And if it were not fo, fpirits could 
not change their place, nor afcend ordefcend, as the Scripture af- 
dirmeth that they do: ‘and fo they fhould be immoveable, indivifi- 
ble, indifferently in all. Now if they appear that they change their 
place, the change convicteth that they are moveable, divifible, fub- 
yeCt untotime, and to the fucceffion thereof, required in the moti~ 
onand paffage from one place toanother, which are allthe qualt- 
ties Of abody. But becaufe many fimple men under this word 
corporal, do imagine vilible, palpable, and think not that the 
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pure air, or fre without the flame or coal are bodies, have therefore 
| likewife affirmed, That {pirits both feparated and humane are not 
Mil corporal, asin truth they are not in that fenfe : forthey areof an 
i|| invifible fubftance, whether airy, as the greateft part of Philofophers 
Hl) and Divines affirms or celeftial, as fome Hebrews and Arabicks 
Hi teach, calling by the felf-fame name both the heaven and the {pirit, 
| an effence proper to immortality 3 or whether Cif they will have it 
‘] {0). of a fubfiance more fubtile and delicate, yet they are always 
corporal, fince limited by place, moveable, {ubject to motion and 
totimes.. Finally, if they were not corporal, they fhould not be 
| paflible and capable of {iffering as they are: the humane receiveth 
rH trom his body pleafure and difpleafure, forrow and delight in his 
HH turns as the body from the {pirit, and his paflions, many good qua- 
| lities, many bad virtues, vices, affections, which are all accidents : 
and all,as well the {pirits {eparated and Devils as humane, are fub- 
jet to punifhment and torments. They are therefore corporal: for 
there is nothing paffible, that is not corporal, and it is only proper 

unto bodies to be fubje& to accidents. 
3+ Now the Soul hath a great number of ‘virtuesand faculties, as 
tk een é d ae almoft as the body hath members : There are fome in plants, 
the Soul, more in beafts; moft in man, to know, to live, to feel, to move, to 
defire, to allure; to affemble, to retain, to concod, to digeft, to nou-~ 
| rifh, to grow, toreject, tofee, tohear, to tafte, tofmell, to fpeak, 
| to breathe, to ingender, to think, to reafon, to contemplate, tocon- 
i fent, diffent, to remember, judge, all which are no parts of the 
Al Soul: for {0 it fhould be divifible, and fhould confiftupon accidents, 
but they are her natural qualities. The a¢tions come after and fol- 
low the faculties, and fo there are three degrees, according, to the 
doctrine of great S. Denms followed of all, that is, we mutt con- 
ht fider in {piritual creatures three things; Effenee, Faculty, Operati- 
Hi on: By the latter, which is the ation, we know the faculty, and 
by it the effence.’. The ations may be hindred and wholly ceafe 
il without any prejudice atall unto the foul, and her faculties, as the 
Science and faculty of Painting remaincth entire in the Painter, al- 
| though his hands be bound, and fo be made unable to Paint: Butif 
MH the faculties themfelves perifh, the Sou! mutt needs be gone, no 
, otherwife then Fire is no longer fire, having loft the faculty of 

warming. 

rhe Via of The’ eflence and nature of the Soul being after a fort expli- 
the Stub, eated, one of the bufieft queftions that belongeth unto pei 
ottereth 














of the Soulin general, 


offereth it felf to our confideration, that is, whether there be in a 
creature, efpecially in man, one foul or many? Touching, which 
point, there are divers opinions, but may be reduced into three. 
Some of the Greeks, and almoft all the Arabicks imitating 
them, have thought (not only in every particular man, but gene- 
rally in all men) that there was but one immortal Sou/. The 
AEgyptians for the moft part held an opinion quite contrary, that 
there was. a plurality of fouls inevery creature, all diverfe and di- 
ftinG, two in every beaft, and three in man; two mortal, the ve- 
getative and fenfible, and the third intelleGtive, immortal. The 
third opinion, as the mean betwixt the two former, and moft fol- 
lowed, being held by many of all Nations, is, that there 1s but one 
Soul inevery creature, not more. Inevery of thefe opinions there 
is fome difficulty. Ileave the tirft as being already futiiciently con- 
futed and rejected. The plurality of fouls in every creature and mau, 
on the one fide feemeth very ttrange and abfurd in’ Philofophy, 
for that were to give many forms to one and the {ame thing, and 
to fay that there are many fubftances and {ubjects in one, two beatts 
inone, threemen inones onthe other fide, it giveth credit and 
helpeth much our belief, touching the immortality of the imtel- 
leGtual Soul, for there being three fouls, there can follow no incon- 
venience, that two of them fhould dic, and the third continue ini- 
mortal. The unity of the Sow feemeth to refit the immortality 
thereof; for how can one and the fame indivifible; be in a mortal 
part and an immortal? as neverthelefs Ariffotle would have it. 
Doubtlefs it feemed that of neceffity the Sowi mutt be either alto- 
gether mortal, or altogether immortal, which are two very foul 
abfurdities. The firft abolitheth all Religion and found Philofophy : 
the fecond maketh beatts likewife immortal. Neverthelefs it 
feems to be more true, that there is but one Sou/ in every creature 5 
for the plurality and diverfity of faculties, mitruments, actions, nei- 
ther derogateth any thing at all, nor multiplicth in any thing this 
unity,- no more than the diverfity of rivers, the unity of one {pring 
or fountains nor the diverfity of effects in the Sun, to heat, to eu- 
lighten, to melt, to drie, to whiten, to make black, to diffipate the 
unity and fimplicity of the Sun; for fhould they, there fhould be 
a preat number of fouls in one man, and Sunsin one world. Nei- 
ther doth this effential unity of the Sow any thing hinder the im- 
mortality of the humane Soul in her eflence, notwithtiand- 
ing the vegetative and fenfitive faculties, which are but acci- 
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é Gf the Soul in general. 
dechdents, die, that is to fy, cannot be exercifed without the body, 
the Soul not having a {ubject or inftrument whereby to doit, but 
the third intelletual Son! is always well, becaufe for it there isno 
need of the body, though whileft it is within it, it makeufe thereot 
to exercife it {elf}, infoniuch that if it did return, unto.the body, it 
were only again to exercife her vegetative and fenfitive faculties, 
as we {ee inthofe that are railed unto life to live here below, notin 
thofe that are railed to live elfewhere,. for fuch bodies need not to. 
live by the exercife of fuch Faculties :. Even as there is no. want nor 
decay in the Sun, but it continueth in it felt wholly the fame, though 
during a whole eclipfe it neither thine nor warm, nor periorm his o- 
ther effects in thofe places that are fubject to it» . 
The fanrceof Having fhewed the unity of the foul in every fubject, let us fee 
rhe foul, from whence it cometh, and how it entrethinto the body. The 
original beginning of fouls.s not held tobe the fame of all, Imean 
of humane fouls; for the vegetative and fenfitive, of plants and 
beafts, is by the opinion of all altogether material, and in the feed, 
| for which caufe itis likewife mortal.. But concerning the Soul of 
| man there are four celebrated opinions. According to the firft, 
| which is of the Stoicks, held by Philo Fudeus, and afterward by the 
Manichees, Prifcillianijts, and others, it is transferred and brought 
forth as a part or parcel of the fubftance of God, who infpireth 
it into the body, alledging to their belt advantage the words of 
Mbfes, Infpiravit in faciem us fpiraculum vite: He breathed in 
bis face the breath of life. The {ecoud opinion, held by Tertullian, A- 
pokinaris, the Luciferians, and other Chriftians, afhrmeth that the 
Soul proceedeth and is derived from the fouls of our Parents with 
j the feed, as the Soul of a beaft. The third opinion, which is that of 
: the Pythagoreans and Platonifts,held by many Rabbins and Doctors 
4 of the Jews, and afterwards, by Origes, and other Doctors, 
i teacheth, that the fouls of meu have been from the beginning, all 
a created of God, made of nothing, and referved in heaven, “after- 
it wards to be {ent into the lower parts, asneed fhould require, and 
dl that the bodies of men are formed and difpofed to receive them : 
and from hence did fpring the opinion of thofe that thought that 
the fouls of men here below, were cither well or ill handled, and 
lodged in bodies either found or fick, according to that life which 
they had led above in heaven, before they were incorporate. And 
truly the mafter of Wildom himfelf,: fheweth, that the Sozl, of the 
two, was the elder, and before the body, Eram puer, bonum indolem 
Sortitus, 
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fortitus, imo bonus cura effem, corpus incontaminatum reperi. Twista 
Boy, who by bot obtained a good difpofition and nature, yea even being 
good, Lobtained alfo an undefiled body. The tourth opinion received 
and held through all Chriltendom is, that they are all created of 
God, and infufed into bodies prepared,in {uch manner, that the Cre- 
ation and infulion is done at one and the {aime inftant. Thefe tour 
opinions 2re all affirmative, but there is a fifth much retained,which 
determineth nothing, and is content to fay, that itis a fecret un- 
knownunto men: of which opinion was Saint Augultine, Gregory 
and others, who neverthelefs thought the two latter affirmative o- 
pinions more like to be true than the former. 

Let us now fee when and how the Svw entreth into the body, 


De orig. Epift. 
28,157+ 


6. 


whether altogether at one inftant, or fucaflivelys I mean the hu- The entrance 
mane Soul: for that of a beatt there is no doubt fince it is na- °%f 1 some ime 


tural in the feed, according to Arijtotle (C whom mott do follow ) 
that is, by fucceflion of times, and by degrees, as an artificial form, 
which a man maketh by pieces, the one atter the others the head, af- 
terwardsthe throat, the belly, the legs, infomuch that the vegeta~ 
tive and fenfitive Soul, altogether material and corporeal, is in the 
feed, and with the defcent of the Parents which fafhioneth the 
body in the matrix: and that done, the reafonable Sou arriveth 
from without. And therefore there are neither two nor three fouls, 
neither together,nor fucceflively,neither is the vegetative corrupted 
by the arrival of the fentitive, nor the {enfitive by the arrival of the 
intelle¢tual; but it is but one Soul which is made,hnithed, & perfea- 
ed in that time which Nature hath prefcribed. Others are of opini- 
on, that the foul entreth with all her faculties at one inftant, that is 
to fay, then when all the body is furnifhed with Organs,formed,and 
wholly finifhed, and that until then there was no Soul, but only a 
natural virtueand Energie, aneffential form of the feed, which 
working by the f{pirits which are in the faid feed, with the heat of 
the matrix and material bloud, as with inftruaments, do form and 
build up the body, prepare all the members, nourifh, move and in- 
creafe them; which being done, this Exergie and {eminal form va- 
nifheth and is quite loft, fo that the feed ceafeth to be feed, lofing its 
form by the arrival of another more noble, whichis the humane 
Soul, which caufeth that which was feed, or an Embryon, that isa 
{iubftance without fhape, to be no longer feed, but a man. 

The Soul being entred into the body, we are likewife to know 


the body. 


Fe 
The refidence of 


what kind of exiftence therein ithath, and how it is there refident. he Scalia te 


Some 





body. 












































































| " Of the Soul in general. 
1 | Some Philofophers not knowing what to-fay, or how to joyn and 
i finite the Suul with the body, make it to abide and refide therein 
| as a Matter in his houfe, a Pilotin his Ship, a Coach-man in his 
Coach: but this were to deftroy all, for fo the Soul fhould not be 
the form nor inward and cffential part of a creature, or of a man, 
it fhould have no need of the members of the body to abide there, 
nor any feeling at all of the contagion of that body, but it fhould be 
a fubftance wholly diftiné trom the body, of it felf tubiifting, 
which at its pleafure might come and yo, and f{cparate it felf from 
the body, without the diftin@ion and diminution of all the fun- 
| &tions thereof which are all abfurdities. The Sozl isin the body, 
as the form inthe matter, extended and {pread throughout the bo- 
dy, giving life, motiom, fenfe, toall the parts thereof, and both of 
them together make but one Hypoffafis, one entire fubjeCt, which 
is the creature, and there isno mean or middle that doth unite and 
knit them together: for betwixt the matterand the form there is 
no middle, according to all Philofophy. The Sv#l then isall, in all 
the body; Tadd not (though it be commonly faid) and all in every 
| part of the body; for that implyeth a contradiction, and divideth 
the Soul. 
9. Now notwithffanding, the Soul, as itis faid, be diffufed and 
i! rhe feat and {pread through the whole body, yet neverthelefs, to excite and ex- 
it aoftruments of excite its facultivs, it is more {pecially and exprefly in fome parts of 
id bee Soul, the body, thanin others; in which it is faid to have place, yet not 
y to be wholly there, left the reft fhould be without Soul, without 
| form. And as it hath four principles and chief faculties, fo men give 
| it four feats, that is, thofe four regions, which we have noted be- 
fore in the compofition of the body, the four firft principal inftru- 
ments of the Soul,the reft refer themfelvcs unto-them, as alfo all the 
faculties to thefe, that is to fay, the ingendring faculty to the ingen- 
dring parts, the natural to the liver, the vital to the heart, the ani- 
| mal and intellectual to the brain. 
(| % Weare now to {peak in general of the cxercife of the faculties 
The fufictency of the Soul, whereunto the foul of it felf is wife and fafhicient, in- 
hi Al ahaa Joy fornuch that it faileth not to-produce that which it knoweth, and to 
H ler aceisien exercile its functions as it ought, ifit be not hindred, and that the 
infiruments thereof be well difpofed. And therefore it was well 
and truly {aid of the wife, That Nature is wife, dif¢reet,induftrious,a 
fufhicient miftrefs, which maketh a man apt to all things: Infita funt 
nobis omninm artinm ac virtutum femina , magifterque ex occuloy 


Deus 
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Deus producit ingeninm. Wehave, as it were, fown in us the feed of 
all arts and virtues, and God, # a good Mater, doth produce, extend, 
and teach our wit + whichis eafily thewed by induction. The vege- 
tative foul without inftruction, formeth the body in the matrix with 
excellent Art, afterwards it nourifheth it, and makes it grow, draw- 
ing the victual unto it, retaining and concocting it, afterwards 
calting out the excrements, it ingendreth and retormeth the parts 
that fail; thefe are things that are {een in plants, beafts, and men. 
The fenfitive Soul of it felf, without inftruétion, maketh both beatts 
and men to move their feet, their hands, and other members; to 
ftretch, to rub, to fhake, to move the lips, to prefs the dug, to cry, to 
laugh. The rcaforable, of it felf, not according to the opinion of 
Plato, bythe remembrance of that which it knew before it entred 
into the body 5 noraccording to Arijtotle, by reception and acqui- 
fition, coming from without by the fenfes, being of it felf as a 
white paper, void of impreflion, although that ferve to good pur- 
pofe; but of it felf without inftruction, imagineth, underfiandeth, 
retameth, reafoneth, difcourfeth. But becaufe this of the reafonable 
Soul, {eemeth to be more difficult than the other, and woundeth in 
fome fort Ariftotle himfelf, it {hall be handled again in its place, in 
the difcourte of the intellectual Soul. 

It remaineth that we {peak of the laft point, that is,of the fepara- 
tion of the Sol from the Body, which is after a diverfe fort and * 
manner; the one and the ordinary is natural by death, and this not; 








The Leparation 


the fame in beafts and men: for by the death of beafts, the Soul di- 1. Natural 
eth, and is annihilated, according unto that rule, By the corrup- 4nd ordinary. 


tion of the fubject, the form perifheth, the matter remaineth: by 
the death of man the Soul isfeparated from the body, but is not lott, 
but remajneth, inafmuch as it is immortal. 

The immortality of the Soul isa thing univerfally, reli Oe te 
( forit is the prmcipal foundation of a ll Religion ) and peaceably 
received and concluded upon throughout the world, I mean by an 
outward and publick profeflion: ferioufly and inwardly, not fo: 
witnefs fo many Epicures, Libertines, and mockers inthe world : 
yea, the Sadduces, the greateft Lords of the Jews, did not ftick with 
©pen mouth to deny it; though-a thing prontable to be believed, 
and in fome fort ee by many natural and humane reafons, 
but properly and better cftablifhed by the authority of Religi- 
on, then any other way. It feenieth that there isin a mana bind 
ef inclination, and ditpofition of nature to believe its for man deti- 
reth 
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Of the Scul rn general. 


reth naturally to continue aud perpetuate his being, from whence 
likewife proceedeth that great, yea furious care and love of our po- 
fterity and fucceflion. Again, two things there are that give ftrength 
thereunto, and make it more plaufible ; the one is the hope of glory 
and reputation, and the delire of the immortality of our name, 
which how vain foever it be, carrietha great credit inthe world : 
the other is an impreflion, that vice which robbeth a man of the 
view aud knowledge of humane juttice, remaining always oppolite 
to the Divine Juftice, muit thereby be chaftifed, yea after death: fo 
that befides that, a man is altogether carried and difpofed by Na- 
ture to defire it, and confequently to believe it, the Juktice of God 
doth conclude it. 

From hence we are to learn, that there are three differences and 
degrees of Souls, an order required even to the perfection of the 
Univerle. . Two extreams, the one is that which being altogether 
material, is plunged, and overwhelined in the matter, and infepa~ 
rable from it, and therewithal corruptible, which is the Soul of a 
beaft, the other quite contrary, is that which hath not any com~ 
merce, or fociety with the matter or body, asthe foul of immortal 
Angels or Devils. Inthe middle, as the mean betwixt thefe two, 
is the humane foul, which is neither wholly tied to the matter, nor 
altogether without it, but is joyned with it, and may likewife fub- 
fift and live without it. This order and diftinction is an excellent 
argument of immortality; for it werea vacuum, a defect, a defor- 
mity too abfurd in Nature, difhonourable to the Author,and a kind 
of ruine to the world, that betwixt two extreams, the corruptible 
and incorruptible,there fhould be no middle; that is,partly the one 
and partly the other: there muft needs be one that ties and joyns 
the two ends or extreams together, and that can be none but man. 
Below, the loweftand wholly material, is that which hath no Soul 
at all, asftones; above, the higheftand immortal, is the eternal 
only God. 

The other feparation not natural nor ordinary, and which is 


+ 


4. 
a, Nernatwral. done by firange impullions, and at times, is very difficult to under- 


ftand, and perplex. Itis that which is done by ecftafies and ravifh- 
ments, which is diverfe,and done by different means: for there is a 
{eparation that is Divine, fuch as the Scripture reporteth unto us, of 
Daniel , Zachary, Efdras , Ezechiel, S. Paul. There is another 
that 1s demoniacal, procured by devils, and good {pirits and bad, 
aswe read of many, as of Fobn Duns, called: Lefcort, who being 
in 




















































































Of the Soul in general. 
h his ecftafte, along time held for dead, was carried inté the air 


he received by the fall,he came to himfélf; but by reafon of the great 
ttore of blood which he loft, his head being broken, he died out- 
right. Cardaz telleth it of *himfelf, and of his father, and it con- 
tinueth authentickly verified in many and divers parts of the world 
of many, and thofe for the moft part of the vulgar fort, weak and 
women poffeffed, whofe bodies remain not only without motion, 
and the beating of the heart and arterics; but alfo without any 
fenfe or fecling of the greateft blows, cither with iron or tire, that 
could be given them, and afterwards ( their fouls being returned ) 
they have felt great pain in their limbs, and recounted that which 
they have {cen and done in places far diftant. Thirdly, there is an 
humane feparation, which proceedeth either from that maladie, 
which Hippocrates calleth Sacer, commonly called, The falling fick- 
nefs, Morbus comitialis, the fign whereof is a foaming at the mouth, 
which is not in thofe that are poffeffed 5 but inftead thereof they 
have a -ftinking favour, or it is occafioned by ftipticks, ‘{tupitying 
aud benumming medicines; or arifeth from the force of imagi- 
nation, which enforcing and bending it {elf withtoo deep anat- 
tention about a thing, carrieth away the whole ftrength and pow- 
erof the Soul. Now in thefe three kinds of ecttalics or ravith- 
ments, Divine, Diabolical, Humane, the quettion is, Whether the 
Soul be truly and really feparated from the body; or if remaining 
init, it be in fuch fort imployed and bufied about fome outward 
thing, whichis forth of the body, that it forgetteth its own body, 
whereby followeth a kind of intermiffion and vacation of the a-~ 
tions, and exercife of the functions thereof. Touching the Di- 
vine ecftafic, the Apottle {peaking of himfelf, and his own act, 
dares not define any thing, Si ix corpore vel extra corpus itefci0, De- 


ws fcit: Whether in the body, or without, I know not, God knoweth. 


An inftruction that may ferve for all others, and tor other feparati- 
ons of Jefs quality. Touching the Demoniacal. ecttalie, as not to 
feela blow be it never fo great,-to report what hath been done two 
or three hundred Jeagues off, are two great and violent conjectures 
ofa true feparation from the body, but not altogether neceffary.: for 
the devil can {o alienate and occupy-the foul within the body, that 

it {hall not feem to have any action or commerce with the body for. 
{ome certain time, and in that time fobefotteth the foul by pre- 

fenting things unto the imagination, that have been done atar 

ot, 























































Of the Soul in general. 


off, thata man may {peak and difcourfe thereof: for to affirm that 
certainly the Sow! doth wholly depart and abandon the body, Na- 
ture is too bold and fool-hardy: to fay that it doth not wholly de- 
part, but that the imaginative or intellectual is carried-out, and 
that the vegetative foul remaineth, were more to entangle our 
{elves; for the foul in its effence fhould be divided, or the accident 
onely fhould be carried out, and not the fubftance. Touching the 
humane ecftafie, doubtlefs there is no feparation of the Soul, but 
onely a fufpenfion of the patent and outward actions thereof. 

II. What becomes of the Soul, and what the ftate thereof is, after 
rhe ftate of the the natural feparation by death, divers men think diverfly: and 
Ssul after this point belongeth not to the fubject of this Book. The Metem- 
wean: pfychofe and tranfanimation of Pythagoras, hath in fome fort been 
embraced by the Academicks, Stoicks, Aigyptians, and others; but 
yct not of allin the fame fenfe: for fome do admit it onely for the 
punifhment of the wicked, as we read of Nebuchadnezzar, who 
was changed into a beaft by the judgment of God. Others, and fome 
great, have thought that good fouls, being feparated, become An- 
gels; the wicked, Devils. It had been more pleafing to have faid, 
Like unto them; Now nubent, fed erunt ficut Angeli. They marry 
not, but fhall be as the Angels of God. Some have affirmed, that the 
fouls of the wicked, at the end of a certain time, were reduced to 
nothing. Bur the truth of all this, we muft learn from Religion, 
and Divines, who {peak hereof more clearly. 


CHAP. VIII. 
Of the Soul inparticular, and firft of the vegetative faculty. 


t. Fter this general defcription of the Soul, in thefe ten points, 
The faculties we muft {peak thereof more particularly, according to the 


ofthe Soul. — order of the faculties thereof, beginning at the bafefi, that is, the 
Vegetative, Senfitive, Apprehenfible or Imaginative, Appetible, 
Intelletive, which is the foveraign Soul and truly humane. Under 
every one of thefe three are divers others which are fubject unto 
them, and as parts of them, as we fhall{ce, handling them in their 

rank. 
rg Of the vegetable and bafeft Soul, which is even in Plants, I will 
Ofthe vegeta- not {peak much; it is the proper fubject of Phyficians of health 
a td Bt and flicknefs. Let me onely fay, that under this there are contained 
farasernalts ocher three great faculties, which follow on the other: for the 
firft 
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Of the Sentitive faculty. 
firft ferveth the fecond, and the fecond the third ; but the third net- 
ther of the former. The firft then is the nourifhing faculty, for the 
confervation of the Indiveduum or particular perfon, which’ divers 
others do ferve as the Attradtive of the victual, the Concoéfive, the 
Digeftive, {eparating the good and proper, from the naught and 
hurtful, the Retentive, andthe Expulfive of {uperfluities : The fecond, 
the increafing and growing facultie, for the perfection and due 
guantity of the Individuum : The third, isthe Generative, for the 
confervation of the kind. Whereby we fee, that the two tirftare 
for the Individuum, and work within in the body; the third is for 
the kind, and hath its effect and operation without in another body, 
and therefore is more worthy than the other, and cometh nearer to 
a faculty more high, which isthe Sexfitive. This isa great height 
of perfection, to make another thing like it felf. 


CHAP. Ix. 
Of the Senfitive faculty. 


N the exercife of this faculty and function of the Senfes, thefe fix 9... chines 
thingsdo concur, whereof four are within, and two without. gyired to the 
That is to fay, the Soul, as the firtt efficient canfe. The faculty of exercife of this 





Senfe ( which isa quality of the Sox/, and not the Soul it {elf ) that faculty. 


is, of perceiving and apprehending outward things; which 1s 
done after a fivefold manner, which we call The five fenfes ( of 
_ this number we fhall {peak hereafter ) that is to fay, Hearing, See- 
ing, Smelling, Tafting, Touching. The corporal inttruments of the 
Senfe, whereof there are five, according, to the number of the 
Senfes , the Eye, the Ear, the high concavity of the Nofe; (whichis 
the entrance to the firft ventricles of the brain) the Tongue, the 
whole Skin of the body. The Spirit which arifeth from the brain 
the fountain of the fenfitive Soul, by certain finewsin the faid in- 
ftruments, by which {pirit and inftrument the foul exercifeth her fa- 
culty. The fenfible Speczes, or object offered unto the inftruments, 
which is ditferent according to the diverfity of the fenfe. The ob- 
ject of the eye-fight, according to the common opinion, is co- 
lour, which is an adherent quality in bodies, whereof there are {ix 
fimple, as White, Yellow, Red, Purple, Green, and Blew; fome 
adda feventh, which is Black; but to fay the truth, that is no co- 
lour, but a privation, being like unto darknefs, as the other colours 
more or lefsunto the light. Of compound colours the numbers 
infinite : 
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Of the Senfitive faculty. 
Gnfinité: but to {peak more truly, the true object is light which i$ 
never without colour, and without which the colours are invifible- 
Now the light isa quality which cometh forth of a luminous body» 
which makes beth it felf vifible and all things elfe ; and if it be ter- 
munated and limited by fome folid body, 1t reboundeth and redou- 
bleth itsbeams: otherwife if it pafs without any ftop or termina~- 
tien, it cannot be feen except it bein the root of thac light or lu- 
minous body from whence it came, nor make any thing elfe to be 
feen. Of the Ear or Hearing, the object is a found, which isa 
noife proceeding from the encounter of two bodies, and it iS diverfe: 
the pleafant and melodious {weetneth and appeafeth the fpirit, and 
for its {ake the body too, and drives away maladies from them both : 
the fharp and penetrant, doth contrariwife trouble and wound the 
{pirit. Of talting,the obje@ is a favour or {mack, whereof there 
are fix diverfe fimple kinds, Sweet, Sowr, Sharp, Tart, Salt, Bitter 3 
but there are many compounds. Of {mell, the object is an odour or 
{cent, which is a fume rifing from an odoriferous objet afcending by 
the Nofe to the firft ventricles of the brain; the ftrong and violent 
hurteth the brain, as an ill found the car: the temperate and good 
doth contrariwife rejoyce, delight and comfort. Of the fenfe of 
Touching, the object is heat, cold, drouth, moifture either pleafant 
and polite, or fharp and {marting, motion, reft, ticling. 

The middle or {pace betwixt the object and the inftrument,which 
is the Air neither altered nor corrupted, but fuch as it ought to be. 

So that fenfe is made, when the fenfible {pecies prefenteth it felf 
by the middle to an inftrument found and well difpofed, and that 
therein the {pirit affitting, receivethit and apprehendeth it in fuch 
fort, that there is there both aétion and paffion; and the fenfes are 
not purely paflive: for notwithftanding they receive and are ftrick- 
en by the object, yet neverthelefs in fome tenfe and meafure they 
do work or react in apprehending the {pecies and image of the ob- 
ject propofed. ; 

In former times and before Arijtot/e, they did make a diffe- 
rence betwixt the fenfe of Seezug, and thereft of the fenfes, and 
they all held, that the fight was ative, and was made by emitting, 
or fending ferth of the eye the beams thereof unto the outward 
objects, and that the other fenfes were paflive, receiving the fenfible 
objet; but after Ariftotle, they are made all alike, and all paflive, 
receiving in the organ or inftrument, the kinds and images of things, 
and the reafons of the Ancients to the contrary are eafily anfwered, 
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Of the fenfes of Nature. 


There is more and more excellent matter to be delivered of the 
fenfes hereafter. 

Now befides thefe five particular fenfes which are without, there 
is within the common fenfe; where all the diverfe objects appre- | 
hended by it, are affembled and gathered together, to the end they Wig 
may afterward be compared, diftinguifbed, and difcerned the onc ee 
from the other; which the particular fenfes could not do,being eve~ 3 
ry one attentive to his proper object, and not able to take know- | 
ledge thereof, of his companion. 


CHAP. x. bE 
Of the fenfes of Nature. } 





. LL knowledge is begun in us by the fenfes; fo fay our School- 
men: but it is not taltogether true, as we fhall fee hereafter. The impor ance 
They are our firft mafters : it beginmeth by them, and endeth with ¥¢ "tua! 
fenfes. 
them: they are the beginning and end of all. It is not poffible to 
recoil further back: every one of them is a Captain and Sovereign 
Lord in his order, and hath a great command, carrying, with it 
infinite knowledges. The one dependeth not, or hath need of the 
other, fo are they equally great, although the one have a far great- 
er extent, and tyain, and affairs than the other ; as a little King is 
as well a Sovereign in his little narrow command, asa great in his 
great eftate. 
It isan opinion amongft us, that there are but five fenfesof Na- a, 
" ture, becaufe we mark but five in us; but yet there may very well be The number. 
more, and itis greatly to be doubted that there are 3 but it is impof 
fible for us to know them, to afhrm them, or to deny them, becanfe 
a man fhall never know the want of that fenfe which he hath never | 
had. There are many beafts which live a full and perfe@ life, which . a 
want fome one of our five fenfes; and a creature may live without ut 
the five fenfes, fave the fenfe of Feeling, which is only neceflary 
unto life. We live very commodiouily with five, and yet (perhaps) 
we do want one, ortwo, or three, and yet it cannot be known. 
One fenfe cannot difcover another: and if aman want one by na- 
ture, yet he knows not which way to affirm it. A man born blind 
can never conceive that he feeth not, nor defire to fee, nor delight 
in his fight: it may be he will fay, that he would fee, but that is be- 
caufe he hath heard fay, and learn’d of others, that it is to be defir’d : 
the reafon is, becaule the fenfes are the firlt gates, and entrances 
to 
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3 of the Senfes of Nature. 
to knowledge. So man not being able to imagine more then the 
five that he hath, he cannot know how to judg whether there be 
more in Natures yet he may have more. Who knoweth whether 

the difficulties that we find in many of the works of Nature, and 

| the cficcts of creatures, which we cannot underftand, do proceed 

i from the want of fome fenfe which we have not? Of the hidden 

i || properties which we fee in many things, a man may fay that there 

o | are fenfible faculties in Nature, proper to judg and apprehend 

1 |i them; but yet he muft confefS that we have them not, and that the 

i ll ignorance of fuch things proceedeth from our own fault. Who 

HW i knoweth whether it be {ome particular fenfe, that difcovereth in 

i the Cock the hour of mid-night and morning, and that moves him 

| to crow? Who taught fome beafts to choofe certain herbs for their 

| cure, and many fuch like wonders as thefe are? No man can affirm 
or deny, fay this it is, or that it is. 

3. Some have affayed to give a reafon of this number of the five 
Their fufficien- {enfes, and to prove the fufficiency of them by diftinguifhing and 
ote diverfly comparing their outward objects; which are, either all 
| near the body, or diftant from it 5 if near, but yet remaining with- 
1 i out, it is the fenfe of Touching; if they enter, itis Tafte 5 if they 
be more diftant and prefent by right line, it is the Sight 5 if ob- 
lique and by reflection, it isthe Hearing. A man might better have 
{aid thus, That thefe five fenfes being appointed for the fervice of 
anentire man, fome are entirely for the body, that is to fay, Tafte 
a | and Touching» that, in that it entreth; this, in that it remains with- 
i out. Others firftand principal for the foul, as Sight and Hearing 5 

1 | the fight for invention, the bearing for acquifition and communica- 
tion; and one inthe middle, for the middle fpirits, and ties of the 

{oul and body, whichis the Smek. Again, they anfwer to the four 

Elements, and their qualities: The fenfe of Feeling to the earth 5 

of Hearing to the air; of Taffe to the water and moyfture; the 

"iil Smellto the fire. The Sighe is a compound, and partakes both of 






































4 i water and fire, by reafon of the bright {plendour of theeye. A- 
; I gain, they fay that there are fo many fenfes, as there are kinds of 
; | fenfiblethings which are colour, found, odour, taft or favour, and 


| the fifth, which hath no proper name, the object of Feeling, which 
a || is heat, cold, rough, plain, and fo forth. But men deceive them- 
i {elves,for the number of the fenfes is not to be judged by the num- 
ber of fenfible things ; which are no caufe that there are fo many. 
By this reafon there fhould be many more, and one and the fame 
fenfe 

























































Of the Senfés of Nature. 37 
fenfe fhould receive many diverfe heads of obje¢ts, and one and the 
{ame object be apprehended by divers fenfes: fo that the tickling, 
of a feather, and the pleafures of Venus, are diftinguifhed from | 
the five Senfes, and by fome comprehended in the fenfe of Feel ing: I 
But the caufe is rather, for that the {pirit hath no power to attain =| 
tothe knowledge of things, but by the tive Senfes, and that Na-~ We 
ture hath given itfo many, becaufe it was neceffary for its end and Hee 
benefit. Hi 
Their comparifous are diverfe in dignity and nobility. The Senfe 4. 
of Seeing excelleth all the reft in five things: It apprehendeth far- Comparifin, 
ther off, and extendeth it felt evento the hxed fiars. It hath more 
variety of objects: for toall things, and generally in all, there is 
light and colour, the objects of the eye. It is more exquilite, exact, 
and particular, even in the leattand finett things that are. It is 
more prompt and fudden, apprehending even in a moment, and 
without: motion, even the heavens themfelves: in the other fenfes 
there isa motion that requireth time. It is more divine, and the 
marksof Divinity aremany. Liberty incomparable above others, 
whereby the eye {eeth, or fecth not, and theretore it hath lids ready 
to open and to fhut: power not.to.turmoil it felf; and not to fut- 
fer it {elf to be feen: Activity and Ability to pleafe or difpleafe, to 
fignifie and infinuate our thoughts, wills, and affections: for the 
eye {peaketh and firiketh, it ferveth fora tongueand a hand; the o- i 
ther fenfes are purely paffive. . But that which is moft noble in this hs 
Senfe is, that the privation of the objeét thereof; whichis darknefs, 
- brings fear,and that naturally; and the reafon is,becaufe a man find- 
eth himfelf robbed of fo excellent a guide: and therefore whereas a 
man defireth company for his folace, the Sight in the light is in place 
ofcompany. . The fenfe of Hearing hath many excellent fingulari- 
ties, it ismore f{piritual, and the fervice thereof more inward. But 
the particular comparifon of thefe two,which are of the reft thé more ii 
noble, and of Speech, fhall be fpoken in the Chapter following. IA ae 
As for pleafire or difpleafure,though all the Senfes are capable there- ll 
of, yet the fenfe of Feeling receiveth greater grief, andalmoft no WE 
pleafure; and contrarily,the Tafte great delight, and almoft no grief. | i} 
: 
| 





In the organ and inftrument, the Touch is univerfal, {pread through 

the whole body, to the end the body fhould feel heat and cold: 8. 

The organs of the reft are afligned to a certain place and member. The weaknefs | 

From the weaknefs and incertitude of our fenfes comes igno- oh Waves 

rance, ergour, and miftakings: for fithence that by their means and genjes, | 
: mix- 



















































38 Of the fenfes of Nature. 
' mixture we attain to all knowledge, if they deceive usin their re~ 
HI port, we have no other help to ftick unto. But who can fay, or ac- 
| cufe them, that they do deceive us, confidering that by them we 
| beyin to learn and to know ?. Some have affirmed that they do never 
| deceive us ; and when they feem to do it, the fault,proceedeth from. 
fomething elfe; and that we mutt rather attribute it.to any other 
thing, than to the fenfes. Others have {aid clean contrary, that they. 
| are all falfe,and can teach us nothing that is certain. But the mid- 
1 dle opinion is the more true. 
| 4 Now whether the Senfes be falfe or not, at the leaftit iscertain 
| Tbe mutual that they deceive, yea, ordinarily enforce the difcourfe, the reafon, 
) i deceit of the and in exchange are again mocked by1t-. Do then but confider what. 
| | Spirit Oo fenfes Vind of knowledge and certainty a man may. have, when that with- 
i in,and that without is full of deceit and weakne(s, and that the prin- 
Y | cipal parts thereof, the effential inftruments of feience, do deceive. 
one another. That,the Senfes do deceive and enforce the under- 
flanding, it is plain in thofe fenfes whereof fome do kindle with fu- 
i ry, others delight and fweeten, others tickle the Suzl- And why 
| do they that caufe themfelves to be let blood, launced, cauterized, 
and burnt, turn away their eyes; but that they do well know that 
great authority that the fenfes have over their reafon? The fight 
of fome bottomlefs depth or precipitate downfal, aftonifheth e- 
a ven him that is fettled ina firm and fure place: and to conclude, 
i al doth not the Senfe vanquifh, and quite overcome all the beautiful 
it refolutions of virtueand paticnce? fo on the other fide, the fenfes 
are likewife deceived by the underftanding; which appeareth by 
this, that the Soul being ftirred with Choler, Love, Hatred, or any 
other paffion,our fenfes do fee and hear every thing otherwife then 
i they ares yea, fometimes our Senfesare altogether dulled by the 
i] paflions of the Sewl, and it feemeth that the Soul retireth and fhut- 
| téth up the operation of the Senfes, and that the {pirit being other- 
wife employed, the eye difcerneth not that which is before it, and 
| which it feeth, yea, the fight and the reafon judge diverily of the 
1 || pans of the Sun, the Stars, nay. of the figure of, a ftaff any thing 
i i i iftant. 
i | a Inthe Senfes of Nature, the beafts have as well part as we, and 
I Thefenfes  fometimes excel us: for fome have their hearing more quick than 
iH common to man man, {ome their fight, others their fmell, others their tafte: and it is 
| beaft, bxt held, that in the fenfe of Hearing, the Hart excelleth all others; of 
ively; Sight, the Eagles of Smell, the Dogs of Taftes, the Apes of Fecling, 
E | ; the 













































































Of Sight, Hearing,and Speech. 39 
the Tortoife: neverthelefs, the preheminence of that fenfe of Touch 
is given untoman, which of all the reft is the moftbrutifh. Now if 
the Senfes are the means to attain unto knowledge,and that beafts 
-have apart therein, yea fometimes the better part; why fhould not 
they have knowledge? 

But the Senfes are-not ‘the only inftruments of knowledge, nei- 8 
‘ther are our Senfes alone to be confilted or belicved : for if bealts by phe judgement 
their Senfes judge otherwife of things than we by ours, as doubtlefs of rpe fenfes 
they do; who mutt be believed ? Our-fpittle cleanfeth and drieth our hard and dan- 
wounds, it killeth the ferpent; What then is the true quality of our £7 
fpittle? todryand to cleanfe, or tu kill? To judge well of the o- ie 
peration of the fenfes, we muft be at fome agreement with the iW 
beafts, nay, with our felves: for the eye prefled down and fhut, feeth tie 
otherwife than in its ordinary ftate; the ear ftopt, receiveth the ob- 
jes otherwife than when it is open: an infant fees, hears, taftes, o- 
therwife then aman; a man, then an old man; a-found thena fick; a 
‘wife then a fool. In this great diverfity and contraricty, what fhall 
we hold for certain? Seeing that one fente belieth another,a picture 
feems to be held up to the view, and the hands are folded together. 











CHAP. XI. 
Of Sight, Hearing, and Speech. 
‘Hefe are the three moft rich and excellent jewels of all thofe Q 
that are in this mufter,and of whofe preheminency it is difputed. 4 comparifon of 
Touching, their Organs, that of the Sight in its compofition and the three. | 
form is admirable, and of a lively and fhining beauty, byreafon of | 
the great variety and fubtilty of:fo many {mall parts or pieces; and 
therefore it isfaid, That the eye is one of thofe parts of the body, 
which do firft begin to be formed, and the laft that, is finithed : 
and for this very caufe itis fo delicate, and faid to be fubject to Wh ee 
fixfcore maladies. Afterwards comes that of Speech, which help- Hes 
eth the fenfe of Hearing to many great advantages. For the'fervice | 
of the body, the Sight is -moft neceffary, and therefore doth more 
importa beaft, then hearing. But for the {pirit, the Hearing chal- 
lengeth the upper place. The fight ferveth well for the invention of 
things, which by it have almoft all been difcovered, but it bringeth 
nothing to perfection. Again, The Sight is not capable but of cor- 
poral things and particular, and that only of their cruft or fuper- 
ficial part; itis the inftrument of ignorant men and unlearned, 
E 2 qui 
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Of sight, Hearing, and Speech. 
qui moventur adid quod adeft, quodque prefens ef : who are moved! 
with the prefent object. 

The Ear isa {piritual Senfe, it is the intermedler and Agent of 
the underftanding, the inftrument of wife and fpiritual men, ca- 
pable not only of the fecrets and inward parts of particular bodies, 
whereunto the Sight arriveth not 3 but alfo of the general kinds, 
and all {piritual things and divine, in which the fight ferveth ra~ 
ther to difturb than to help; and therefore we fee not only many 
blind, great and wife, but fome alfo that are deprived of their fight, 
to become great Philofophers; but of fuch as are deaf, we never 
heard of any. ‘Fhis is the way by whicha man entreth the fortrefs, 
and makes himfelf matter of the place, and:employeth his {pirit in 
good or ill}, witnefS the wife of King Agamemnon, who. was con- 
tained inher duty of chaftity by the found of a Harp: and David 
by the felf-ame means chaled away the evil fpirit from Sau and 


‘reftored him to. health: and that skilful player of the Flute, that 


fweetned the voice of that great Oratour Gracchus. To be brief, 
Science, Truth, and. virtue, have no other entrance into the Soul,but 
by theEar. Chrittianity it {elf teacheth, that faith and falvation 
cometh by Hearing, and that the Sight doth rather hurt, then help 
thereunto: that faith is the belief of thofe things that. are not feen, 
which belief is acquired by hearing ; and it calleth fuch as are Ap- 
prentices or novices therein, Auditors; xarnxvtvess catechifed. 
Let me adit this. one word}that the hearing-giveth fuccour and'com- 
fortin darknefs, and to {uch asare afleep, that by the found they 
may be awaked, and-{o provide for their prefervation,. For all 
thefe reafgns have the wifeft {o much commended Hearing, the pure 
and virgin-guardian from.all corruption; for the health:of the in- 
ward man 3 as for the fafety of a City;the gates and walls are guard- 
ed that the enemy enter not. . 

Speech is peculiarly given unto man, an‘excellent prefent and ve- 
ry neceflary, in regard of him from whom it proceedeth: it is the 
interpreter and image of the Soul, animi index & fpeculnm, the 
meffenger of theheart, the gate by which all that is within iffueth 
forth; and committeth it felf to the view, all things come forth 
of. darknefs and {ecret corners into the light, and the f{pirit it felf 
makes it felf vilible: and therefore an ancient Philofopher faid once 
toachilds. Speak, that I may fee thee, thatis to fay, the infide of 
thee. As veffels are known whether they be broken or whole, 
full orempty by the found, and metals by the touch; foman by 
hiss 








































Of Sight, Hearing, and Speech. 
hisfpeech. Of.all the vifible parts of the body which thew them- 
{elves outward, that which is neareft the heart, is the tongue, by the 
root thereof; fo that which comes neerett unto our thought, 1s our 
{fpeech: for from the abundance of the heart the. mouth {peaketh. 
In regard of him which receiveth it, it is a powerful matter, an 
imperious commander, which entreth the fortrefs, poffeffeth it felf 
of the poffeffor, ftirreth him up, animateth, exafperateth, ap- 
peafeth him, maketh him fad, merry, imprinteth in him whatto- 
ever paffionit handleth, and feedeth the Soul of the hearer, and 
makes it pliable to every fenfe : it makes him bluth, wax pale, laugh, 
cry, tremble for fear, mad with choler, to leap for joy, and pierceth 
him through with paflion. In regard of all, Speech is the hand of 
the {pirit, wherewith, asthe body by his, it taketh and giveth, it 
asketh counfel and fuccour, and giveth it. Itis the great Intermed- 
ler and Huckfter: by it we trafhck, Merx a Mercurio, peace is 
handled, affairs are managed, Sciences and the good of the fpirit 
are diftributed, it is the band and cement of humane fociety ( fo 
that it be underftood: For, faith one,. A man were better to be in 
the company of a dog that he knoweth, than in the company of a 
man whofe language he knoweth not, Ve externus alieno, son fit ho~ 
minis vice, ) As a ftranger unto a ftranger, and not in place of a mans 
To be briet, it is the inftrument of whatfoever is good or ill, Vita 
€ mors in manibuc lingue: Life and death is in the power of the 


tongue: Thercis nothing better, nothing worfe than the tongue. Of the geod 
The tongue of a wife man is the door ot a royal Cabinet, which and evil tongue 


isno fooner opened, but incontinently a. thoufand diverfities pre- 
fent themfelves to the eye, every one more beautiful than other 
come fromthe Indies, Peru, Arabia, Soa wile man producethand 
rangeth themin good order, fentences, and Aphori{ms of Philofo- 
phy, fimilitudes, examples, hiftories, wife fayings, drawn from all 
the mines, and treafuries old and new, Qui profert de thefauro {uo 
nova & vetera, who brings forth of bis treafury old and new things, 
which ferve for a rule of good manners, of policy, and all the parts 
both of life and of death, which being applied in their times and to 
good purpofe, bring with it great delight, great beauty and utility, 


AY 


Mala aurea in leds argenters, verba in tempore fio. Like golden ap- Proverb, 


ples in beds of filver, fo were words fpoken in due feafon. The mouth 
ofa wicked man isa ftinking & contagious pit, a flanderous tongue 
murdereth the honour of another, it isa fea and univerficy of evils, 
worfe than fetters, fire, poyfon, death, hell, Unizerfitas iniquitatis, 
ae malum 
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42 Of the other faculties, Iaaginative, Memorative, &c. 
malum inguietum, venenum mortifirum, ignis incendens omnia, mors 
ilixs necuiffima, utilis potins infernus quam illay The generality of int- 
guity, an nnquiet evil, a deadly poyfon, a fire confuming all, mbofe death 
4 molt wicked, and more unprofitable than bell it felf. 

4. Now thele two, Hearing and Speech, aniwer, and are accom- 
i ee modated the one to the others there is great alliance betwixt them, 
ing and Speech. the one is nothing, without the other, as allo by Nature in one and 
the fame fubjeét,, the one is not without the othex.: They arethe 
two great gates, by which the {oul doth tratick, and hath her in- 
telligence. By thefe two, the fouls are poured the one into the o- 
ther, as veflels when the mouth of one is applyed to the entry of the 
| | other; Sothatif thefe two gates be fhut, asin thole that are deaf 
i and dumb, the f{pirit remaineth folitary and miferable: Hearing is 
| the gate toenter, by it the fpirit recciveth all things from without, 
and conceiveth as the female: Speech is the gate to go forth, by it 
the {pirit a@cth and bringeth forthasthemale. From the commu- 
i nication of thefe two, as trom the ftroke of two flints, or irons to- 
| gether, there comes forth the facred fire of truth: forthey rubbing 
i and polifhing, the one the other, they hake off their ruft, purifie 
|! and cleanfe themfelves, and all manner of knowledge comes to per- 
fection. But hearing is the firft: for there can nothing come forth 
of the foul, but that which firft entreth: and therefore he that by 
Nature is altogether deaf, is likewife'dumb. It isneceflary that firft 
| the {pirit be furnithed with moveables, and utentils, by the{enfe-otf 
iM | Hearing, to the end it may by {peech diltribute thems fo that the 
| i goodand ill of the tongue, and almoft of the whole man, depend- 
| eth upon the eax. He that hears well, {peaks well; and he that 
hears ill, fpcaks ill. Of the ule and government of the tongue, here- 
after, Lib. 3. Chap. 43- 























i) CHAP. XIf. 
| Of the other facwities, Imaginative, Memorative, 
Appetitives 


if 6 (i E, phantaftick or imaginative faculty, having recollected, 

~ and with-drawn the kinds and images apprehended by the 
fenfes, retaineth and referveth them: in duch fort that the ob- 
a jects being abfent and far diftant, yea, a man fleeping, and his 
i ienfes being bound and fhut up, it prefenteth them to the {pirit 
i and thought; Phantafmata idula, fem imagines dicumurs “The 
Phan- 
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of the iutellective faculty and truly humane. 
Phantafmes are called idols, images, and reprefentatisns of things, and 
do almoft work that within in the undertianding, which the object 
deth without in the {cnfe. 

The Memorative faculty is the Guardian and Regifter of all the 
fpecies or kinds and images, apprehended by the fenfé, retired, and 
fealed up by the imagination. 

The Appetitive taculty {ceketh and purfieth thole things, which 


feem good and convenient. 


CHAP. XIIt 
Of the intelledive faculty and trucly humane. 


W O things are to be known, before we enter ito this dif 


; > P ro Mah au ee ; I. 
courle, the feat or inftrument of this intellective faculty, and ‘ye feat and 
the action. The feat of the reafonable foul, abi fedet pro tribunals, inftrument of 
where be fitteth as in bis throne or tribunal feat, isthe brain, and not t¢ reafonable 


the heart, as, before Plate and Hippocrates sit was coimmonly 
thought: forthe heart having feeling and motion,’ is nor capable of 
wildom. 

Now the brain whichis fargreater in man, then, in al! other 
creatures, if it be well and in fuch manner made and difpoted, that 
the reafonable foul may work and exercife its powers; it muft 
come near unto the form of a Ship, and mutt not be round nor 
too great, nor too little, although the greater be lefs vitious. 
It muft be compofed of a fubftance and parts fubtile, delicate, 
and delicious, well joyned and united without feparation, having 
four little chambers or ventricles; whereof three are in the mid- 
‘dle, ranged in front, and collaterals between and behind them, 
drawing towards the hinder part of the head 5 the fourth is alone, 
wherein is framed the preparation and conjunction of the vital 
fpirits, afterwards to be made animal, and carried to the three 
ventricles before , wherein the reafonable foul doth ‘exercife its 
faculties, which are three, Underjtanding, Memory, Imagination, 
which do not éxercife their powers apart and diftin@ly, ‘each one 
méeach ventricle, as’fome-have commonly thought 3’ but im com- 
mion all three together in all three, and in every of them, ac 
¢ording to'the manner of the outward fenfes, whichare double, 
and have two ventricles, ii-each’ of which the fenfes do wholly 
work, whereby it comes to pafs, that he that is wounded in one 
ortwo-of thefe ventricles ( as he'that hath the pallie ) ceafeth not 
“tay never- 
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Of the Intellective faculty and truly humane. 


neverthelefs to exercife all the three; though more weakly, which: 
he could not do, if every faculty had his chamber or ventricle a- 
parte. 

Some have thought that the reafonable Soul was. not organical, 
thatis, had no need of any corporal inftrument to exercife its fun- 
Ctions, thinking thereby the better to prove the immortality of the: 
S#/. But not to’enter into a labyrinth of difcourte, ocular and or- 
dinary experience difproveth this opinion, , and.convinceth the con-. 
trary: Foritis well known that all men underftand not, nor rea- 


don not alike and after one manner, but with great diverfitys yea, 


oneand the {ame man may be fo changed, that at one time he may. 
reafon better than at another; inoneage, oneeftate, and difpofiti-. 
on, better thanin another, fuchan one better jn health than in fick- 
nefs; and another better in ficknefs than in ‘health; one & the fame 
man, at one and the fame time, may be firong in judgement, 
and weak in, imagination. From whence can thefe diverfities 
and alterations proceed, but from the change and alteration of 
the ftate of the organ Or inftrament? From whence cometh it: 
that drunkennefs, the bite of a maddog, a burning fever, a blow. 
on the head, a fume rifing from: the ftomach, and other accidents, 
Pervert and turn. topfie-turvey the judgment, intelleCtual fpirit, 
and all the wifdom of Greece, yea, conitrain the Som! to dif= 
lodge from the body? Thefe accidents being, purely corporal, 
cannot touch nor arrive to this high {piritual faculty of the rea-. 
fonable foul, but only to. the organs or inftruments, which be- 
ing corrupted,. the Sox! cannot well and regularly a@ and exercife 
its functions, and being violently inforced, is conftrained either. 
to abfent it felf, or depart from the body. Again, that the rea-, 
fonable Sou) thould have need of the fervice of the inftruments, 
doth no way prejudice the immortality thereof: for God ma- 
keth ufe thereof, and accommodates his a¢tions ; and as accord- 
ing to the diverfity of the air, region, and climate, God brings 
forth men very diverfe in fpirit and natural fifficiency, a5.in: 
Greece and Italy men more ingenious, than-in Mufcovy and 
Zartary: So the fpirit according to the diverfity of the orga- 
gical difpofitions, and corporal inftruments, difcourféth bet- 
ter or worfe. Now the inftrument of the reafonable Soul, is. 
the Brain, and the temperature thereof, whereof we aré to, 
fpeak. 

Temperature is the mixture and proportion of the four firft 
qua. 

















































Of the Intellective faculty and truly humane. S 
qualities, Hot, Cold, Dry,Moift, and it may bea fifth befides, which Of th+ tempe- 
is the harmony of thee four. Now from the Temperature of the Sah is 
brain, proceedeth all the fiateand action of the reafonable Soul. nios «heb 
but that which isthe caufe of great mifery unto man, is, that thes 3 
three faculties of the reafonable Soul, Underftanding, Memory, 
Imagination,do require and exercile themfelvesby contrary Tempe- 

ratures. The temperature which ferveth, and is proper to the un- The underftiane. 
ftanding, isdry, whereby it comes to pafs that they that are firicken 4/78 @/y. 

in years, do excel thofe in their underftanding that are young, 2M 46% 
becaufe inthe braim as. years increafe, fo. moylture decreafeth.. So 

likewife melancholick men, fuch as are aiflicted with want, and 

faft much ( for heavinefs and fafting are driers ) are wife and in- 

genious, Splendor ficeus, animus fapientiffimusvexatio dat intelleclum :. 

Heat drieth and refines the wit, afflilion gives underftanding : And 

beafts that are of a dry temperature, as Anes, Bees, Elephants, are 

wifeand ingenious, as they that are of a moift temperature are ftu- 

pidand without {pirit, astwine: And the Southern people of the Soutbermss 
world are dry, and moderate in the inward. heat. of the brain, by, 

reafon of their violent outward heat.. 

The temperature of the memory is moyft, whereof it is that in- = 
fants have better memory then old men, and the morning after that Tie memory: 
humidity that is gotten by fleep in the night, ismore apt for me- ™2#?. 
mory, which is likewile more vigorous.in Northern people... I here 7*f#" 
underftand a moyfture that is not waterith or diftilling, wherein no 
impreffion may be made, but airy, vifcous, fat and oyly, which eafi- 
ly receiveth, and {trongly retaineth,as it is {een in pictures wrought 
in oyl.. 

The temperature of the imagination is hot, from-whenceitco- . 3, 
meth that frantick men, and {uch as are fick of burning maladies, 74e imagina- 
are excellent in that that belongs. to imagination, as Poetry, Divi- 3h oe 
nation, and that it hath greateft force in young men, and of middle i middlevec: 
years (Poets and Prophets have flourifhed inthis-age) and in the gion. 
middle parts betwixt North and South. 

By this diverfity of temperatures it cometh.to pafs , that a Ae 
man may be indifferent in all the three faculties, but not excellent 5 4 ee 
and that he that is excellent in any one of the three, is but weak in 7) 10 mere 
the reft: that the temperatures of the memory, and underftanding 
are very different and contrary, itisclear, as drie and. moift;. as 
for the imagination, it feemeth not to be fo contrary from the 
ethers, becaufé heat is not incompatible with drought siaiy 
fures. 


Septentrionals.. 
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of the intellective faculty and truly humane. 


moyfture: and yet notwithftanding experience fheweth, that they 
that excell in imagination, are fick in underftanding and memory, 
and held for fools and mad men; but the reafon thereof is, becaufe 
the great heat that ferveth the imagination, confumeth both the 
moylture which ferveth the memory, and the fubtilty of the {pi- 
ritsand figures which fhould be in that drinefs, which ferveth the 
underftanding, and fo it is contrary, and deftroyeth the other 
two. 

By that which hath been fpoken it appeareth, that thereare but 
three principal temperatures, which ferve and caufe the reafonable 
Soul to work, and diftinguith the {pirits, that isto fay, Heat, Dri- 
ne{s, Moifture: Cold, isnot active, norferveth to any purpote, but 
to hinder all the motions and fimétions of the Soul, and when we 
findin {ome Authors, that Cold ferveth the underftanding, and that 
they that have cold brains, as Melancholick men and the Southern, 
are wife and ingenious; there Cold is taken, not fimply, but for a 
great moderation of heat : for there is nothing more contrary to the 
underftanding, and to wifdom, than great heat, which contrary- 
wife ferveth the imagination. According, to the three tempera- 
tures, there are three faculties ofthe reafonable Soul; but asthe 
temperatures, fo the faculties receive divers degrees, {ubdivitions, 
and diftinctions. 

There are three principal offices and differences of underftanding, 
toInfer, to Diftinguith,to Chafe: thefe Sciences which appertain'to 
the underftanding , are School-Divinity , the Theorick of Phy- 
fick, Logick, Philofophy natural and moral. There are three kinds 
of differences of memory; eafily to receive and lofe the figures; 
eafily to receive, and hardly to lofe; hardly to receive, and eafily to 
lofe. . The Sciences of the memory are Grammar, the Theorickof 
the Law, Pofitive-Divinity, Cofmography, Arithmetick. Of the 
imagination there are many differences, and a far greater number 
than either of the memory or underftanding : to itdo properly ap- 
pertain, Inventions, Merry-conceits, and‘ Jefts, Tricksof fubtilty3 
Fictions and Lies, Figures and comparifons, ’ Neatnefs; Blegaicy, 
Gentility : becaute to it appertain, Poetry, Eloquence, Mufick, and 
generally whatfoever contifteth in Figure, Correfpondeicy, Har- 
mony, and Proportion. | 

Hereby it appeareth that the vivacity; fubtility, promptitude, and 
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The propriety of that which the common fort call wit, belongs to a/hotimagination ¢ 


the faculties 


and their order: 


tolidity, maturity, variety, toa drieunderftanding. -Theimaginay 
tion 















































































Of the intellecive fuculty and truly humane. 


tion isactive and ftirring, it is it that undertaketh all, and {ets all 
the reftawork: the underftanding is dull and cloudy: the memo- 
ry is purely paflive, andfee how; The imagination firft gathercth 
the kinds and figures of things both prefent, by the fervice of the 
five fenfes, and abfent by the benefit of the common {enfe; after~ 
wards it prefenteth them if it will, to the underftanding, which 
confidereth of them, examineth, ruminatcth, and judgeths after- 
wards it putteth them to the fafe cuftody of the memory, asa 
Scrivener to his Book, to the end he may again, if need fhall re- 
quire, draw them forth (which men commonly call Reminifcentia, 
Remembrance) or elfe, if it will, it commits them to the memory 
beforeit prefents them to the underftanding 5 for to recollect, re- 
prefent to the underftanding, commit unto memory, and to draw 
them forth again, are all works of the imagination; {o that to it 
are referred the common Senfe, the Fantafie, the Remembrance, 
and they are not powers feparated from it, as fome would have it, 
to the end-they may make more than three faculties-of the reafona- 
ble Soul. 

The common fort of people, who never judge aright, domore_, , & 
efteem of memory, and delight more in it, than in the other two, be- ne PS baat 
eaufe they: have much ufe of counting, andit makes greater thew Sih 
and ftir in-the world, and they think, that to have a good memory 
isto be wifes efteeming more of Science, than of Wildom 3 but yct 
of the three it is the Jeaft, being {uch as may be even in fools them- 
felves: for very feldomis an excellent memory joyned with un- 
derftanding and wifdom, becaufe their temperatures are contrary. 

From this Error of the common people, comes that ill courfe,which 

every where we fee, in the inftruction of our youth, whoare al- | 
ways taught to learn by heart, ( fo they term it ) that which they See of this Jib, 
read in their Books, to the end they may afterwards be able to re- 3-°4?- 13. 
peat it; and fo they filland charge the memory with the good of 

another, and take no care to awaken and direct the underftanding, 

and to form the judgement, whereby he may be made able to - 

make ufe of his own proper good, and his natural faculties, which 

may make him wife and apt to all things: fo that.we fee that the 

greateft Scholars thac- have all Ariftotle and Cicero in their heads, 

are the verieft fots, and moft unskilful in publick affairs, and the 

worldis governed by thofethat know nothing. It is the opinion 

ofall the wifeit, that the underftanding is the firft, the moft excel- 

lent and. principal piece of harnefs: If that {peed well, all gocs 

well, 
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Of the Intelletive faculty and truly humane. 
‘well, and a man is wife; and contrariwife, if that mifcarry,all goes 
acrofs. In the fecond place is the imagination: the memory is 
the laft. 

All thefe differences, itmay be, willbe better underftood by this 
fimilitude, whichis a picture or imitation of the reafonable foul. 
In every Court of juftice, there arethree orders or degrees, the high- 
eftare the Judges, with whom there is little ftir, but great a@tions 
for without the moving or ftirring, of themfelves, they judge, de- 
cide,order, determine of all things: this is theimage of judgement, 
the higheft part of thefoul. The fecond are the advocates and Proét- 
ours, in whom there is great {tir and much ado, without action, 
for it lies not intheir powerto difpatch or order any thing, only 
they hatch and prepare the bufinefs: this isthe piGture of the ima- 
gination, and undertaking unquiet faculty, which never refteth, no 
not in the profoundeft fleep; and it makes a noife in the brain, 
like a pot that fectheth, but never fetleth. The third and laft degree 
is the Scribe or Regifier of the Court, with whom there is no ftir 
nor action,but pure paflion, as the Guardian or Cuftos of all things, 
and this reprefenteth the memory. 

The action of the reafonable Soul is the knowledge and under- 
ftanding of all things: The {pirit of man is capable of underftand- 
ing all things, vifible, invifible, univerfal, particular, fenfible, in- 
fenfible, Intellectus eff. omnia: Underftanding i all: but it {elf ei- 
ther underftands it not at all, as {ome are of opinion ( witnefs fo 
great and almoft infinite opinions thereof, as we have {een before 
by thofe doubts and objections that have always croffed it) or very 
darkly, imperfectly, and indirectly, by reflection of the knowledge 
of things upon themfelves, by which it perceiveth and knoweth 
that it underftandeth, and hath power and faculty to underftand : 
this is the mannet whereby the {pirit knows it felf. The firft fove- 
raign {pirit, God, doth firft know himfelf, and afterwards in him- 
felf all things; the latter {pirit, Man, quite contrary, all other 
things rather than himfelf, and is in them as theeyeina glafs: how 
then fhould it a¢t or work in it {elf without mean, and by a ftraight 
line? 

But the queftion is concerning the means whereby it knoweth 
and underftandeth things. The common received opinion that 
came from Ariftotle himfelf is, that the Spirit knoweth and un- 
derftandeth by the help and fervice of the Senfes, that itis of it {elf 
asa white empty paper, that nothing cometh to the underftand- 
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Of the Intellective faculty and truly humane. 


ding, which doth not firft»pafs the fenfes: Nil ef in intelledtu; 
quod non fuerit prins in fenfue There is nothing in the under{iand- 
ing, which is not firjt inthe fenfee But this opinion is falfe: firft 
becaufe (as all the wifeft have athrmedjand hath been before touch- 
ed) the feeds of all {ciences 5. and virtues are naturally difperfed and, 
infinuated into. our {pirits, fo thatthey may, be rich and merry with: 
their own; and though they want thar tillage that is fit, yet then 
they fufficiently abound. © Befidesy itis injurious both to God and. 
nature: for this were to make the ftate of the reafonable Soul 
worle then that of other things, then that of the vegetative and. 
fenfitive, which of themfelves are wife enough to exercife their fun- 
tions, as-hath been. {aids for beafts without the difcipline of the 
fenfés know many things, the univerfals by the particulars, by the 
fight of one man they know all men, and are taught to avoid the 
danger of things hurtful, and to feck and to. follow after that 


which is fit for them and their little ones. And it were a thing. 


fhameful and abfurd., that this fo high and divine a faculty, 
fhould beg its'goods of things fo vileand corruptible as the {entés, 
which do.apprehend. only the fimple accidents, and not the 
forms, natures, effence of things, miuch lefs things-univerfal, the 
fecrets of Nature, and all things infentible. Again, if the Soul 
were made wife, by. the aid of the fenfes, it would tollow, that they 
that have their fenfes moft perfect and quick, fhould be molt wit- 
ty, mott wifes; whereas many times we fee the clean contrary, 
that their {pirits are more dull, and more unapt, and that many 
have of purpofe deprived thenifelves of the ufe of forme of them, 
to the end the foul might better, and more freely execute its own. 
affairs. And if any man fhall objeét that the foul being wile 
by. Nature, and without the help of the fenfes, all men mutt neceff2=- 
rily be wife, and always underftand and reafon alike: which being 
{o, how cometh it about.that there are {o many dull pates in the 
world, and that they that underftand, exercife the fun¢tions more 
weakly at one time than at another, the vegetative {oul far more 
ftrongly in youth, the reafonable foul more weakly than in old age, 
and in a’ Cértain ftateof health or ficknels, than at another.time ? 
I may anfwer; that the argument,isnot good: for as touching the 
firft, that is; That all,men muft-be wife: I fay that the faculty and 
virtue of underftanding is not given alike unto all, but with grcat 
inequality, and therefore it 1s a faying,as ancient as honourable, even 
of the wileft,, that the acting, underltanding was given but to few 3 
and, 
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Of the humane Spirit; the parts, fundions, qualities, 
and this inequality proveth that Science comes not of fenfe:, for as. 
ithath been {aid, they that excel, others in-their fenfes, come fhort 
of others in their underftanding and Science. Touching the fecond + 
The reafon why a man doth not exercife his fun¢tions always af- 
ter one manner, is becaufe the inftruments whereby the Soul mutt 
neceflarily work, cannot always be difpofed as they-fhould and if 
they be for fome f{pecial kind of faculties or functions, ‘yet not for 
others. The temperature of the brain, by which the Soul worketh, 
is diverieand changeable; being hot and moift, m youth, it is good 
for the vegetative, naught for the reafonables and contrarily, be- 
ing cold and dry, in old age, it is good for the reafonable, ill for the 
vegetative. The brain by ahot burning malady being heatedand 
purified, is more-tit for invention and divination, unfit for maturi- 
ty and foundnefs of judgment and wifdom. By that which hath 
been ipoken let no man think, that I affirm that the fpirit hath no 
fervice from the fenfes, which I confefs to be great, e{pecially in the 

beyinning,in the difcovery,and invention of things; but I fay in the 
defence of the honour of the {pirit, thatit is falfeithat it dependeth 
upon the fenfes, and that we cannot know any thing, underftand, 
reafon,difcourfé,without the fenfe: for contrariwife all knowledge 
comes from it, and the fenfes can do nothing without it. 

The {pirit in this underftanding faculty proceedeth diverfly, and 
by order: It underftandeth at the -firft inftant, fimply and dire@tly 
a Lionto bea Lion, afterwards by confequents that he is ftrong = 
for feeing the effects of his ftrength, it concludeth that he is ftrongs 
By divifion or negative, it underftandeth a Hare to be fearful 5 for 
{eeing it flye and hide it felf, it concludeth that a Hare is not ftrong, 
becaufe fearful. It knoweth fome by fimilitude, others by a cob 
Jeétion of many things together. 


CHAP. XIV. 
“Of the humane Spirit, the parts, functions, qualities, reafons, 
invention, verity thereof- 


His humane Spirit, and Oecoxomy of this great and high intel- 

leCtual-part of the foul, is a-depth of obfcurity, full of creeks 

and hidden corners, a confufed and involved labyrinth, and bot- 

romlefs pit, confifting of many parts, ‘faculties, actions, divers mo- 
tions having many names,doubts and difficulties. 


The firft office thercof-is fimply to receive and apprehend the 
images 





veafons, invention, verity thereof.” 


images and kinds of things, which is a kind of-paflion and impreffi- 
on of the Soul, occafioned by the objects and the prefence of them, - 


this is imagination and apprehention. 
The force and ipower thereof, to feed, to handle, to ftir, to con- 


coct,to digeit. the things received by the imagination: this isrea-- 


fon, rAsy@ 


The action and office, or exercife of this force and power, which: 


is to affemble, conjoyn, feparate, divide the things received, and to 


add likewife others: Thisis difcourfe, reafoning, atyraB, Aezvole. 


gusfi Ssaveye. 


The fubtile facility, and chearful readinefs to do all thefe things,. 


and to penetrate into them,ts called Spirit, Ingenium 5 - and therefore 
to. be ingenious, fharp, fubtile, piercing, is all one. 

The repetition and action of ruminating, reconcocting, trying 
by: the whetftone of reafon, and rewarding of it, toframe a refolu- 
tion more folid : this is judgement... 

The effe&..in the end of the underftanding ; . this is knowledge, 
intelligence, relolution. . 

The aétion that followeth this knowledge and refolution, which 


is to extend it felf, to put forward, and to advance the thing known: 


this is will. Intellectus extenfus & promotus. 

Wherefore all thefe things, Underftanding, Imagination, Reafon, 
Difcourfe, Spirit, Fudgement, Intelligence, Will, ave one and the lame 
eflence, but all diverfe in. force, virtue, and action; .fora man may 


be excellent in one of them, and weak in another: and many times | 


he that excelleth in Spirit and {ubtilty; may-be weak in judgement. 
and {olidity. 

Tlet no man to fing, and fet forth the praifesand greatnefs of 
the fpirit of man, the capacity, vivacity, quicknefs thereof: let it 


hath given, reafon, as an. animated ftern to. move it: by rule and 
meafure, and that it isan.inftrument of a compleat harmony 3 that 
by it there isa kind of kindred betwixt God and man: and that 
he might often remember him, he hath turned the root towards the .. 
heavens,. to the end he fhauld always-look towards the place of his 
nativity: to be brief, that thereis nothing, great upon the earth. 
but nian, nothing great in man but his{pirit; if man afcend to it, 
he afcendeth above the heavens. Thefeare all pleafing and plauhble 
words, whereof the Schools do ring, . E 
ut 


st 


Be 


$8 


a2 


The general 
: pees : defcription and = 
be called the image of. the living God, a tafte of the immortal fub- pi lasaytl . 
fiance, a {tream of the Divinity, a celeftial ray, whereunto. God of the Spirit... 
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52 Of the humane Spirit, the parts, fundions; qualities, 

3. But I defire, that after all this we come to found and to ftudy 

The difpraife. howto know. this {pirit: for we fhall find after allthis, that it 1s 
both to itfelf and to another a dangerous inftrument, a ferret that 

isto be feared, a little trouble-feaft, a tedious and importunate para- 


S&S fite, and which, asa juggler and player at faft and loofe, under the 


fhadow of fome gentle motion, fubtile and fmiling, forgeth, in- 
venteth, and caufeth all the mifchiefs in the world: and the truth is, 
without it there are none. 

4. Thereis far greater diverfity of f{pirits than.of bodies, {0 is there 
Diverfities of Vikewile a larger field to enter into, more parts and.more forms 
diftindtions of oy fafhions to be {poken of : wemay make three clafles or forms, 
the fpirit. > eA . pp te 
Seeberesf  Whereot each one hath many degrees : The firft, which is the low- 
amore chap. 39. eft, are thofe weak, bafe, and almott brutifh {pirits, near neigh- 

bours to beats themfelves, whether by reafon of the firft temper, 
that is tofay, of the {eed and temperature ef. the brain, either too 
cold or too moift, as amongft other creatures, Fithes are the low- 
eft; or by reafon that they have not been in ome fort removed, 
and reviewed, but fuffered to ruft, and grow dull and fiupid. Of 
thefe we make no great account, as being unfit to be ordered and 
fetled into any certain and conftant fociety, becaufe both for their 
own particular they cannot poflibly endure it, and.it were neceflary 
they thould always be under the tuition of another, this isthe com- 
mon and bafe people, qui vigilans flertits mortua cui vita eft 5, pro- 
pe jamvivo atque videntis who waking fnorteth, whofe lifeis dead 5 
or rather almoft alive, and feeing, which underftandeth not, judgeth 
notit (elf Thefecond, whichis the higheft, are thofe great and 
high fpirits, rather devils than ordinary men, {pirits well born, 
ftrong and vigorous. Of thefe kind of people, there was never age 
yet could tell how to build a common weal. The third, which is the 
middle, are all thofe indifferenc {pirits, whereof there are intinite 
degrees: of thefe almoft is the whole world compoted. Of this 
diftinétion and others, hereafter more atrlarge. But we are to,touch 
smote particularly the conditions and nature of this{pirit, as hard to 
be known as a countenance to be counterfeited to the life, which 
is always in motion. 
Firft therefore it is a perpetual agent) for the fpirit cannot be 
The sariteute without aGion, but rather then it will, it forgeth falfe and phanta- 
deferiprion. {tical fubyeéts, in carneft deceiving, it felf, even to its own difcxe- 
Agent perpe-- dit. As idle and unmanured grounds, if they be fat and fertile, 
txal, abound with a thoufand kinds of wild and unprofitable herbs, un- 
til 






































reafon, mnvention, verity thereof. 53 | 
until they befowed with other feeds,and women alone without the fi 
company of men, bring forth fometimes great abundance of un- | 
formed, indigefted lumps of fleth: fo the Spirit, if it be not bufied | 
about fome certain object, it runs riot into a world of imaginati- ! 
ons, and there is no folly nor vanity that it produceth not, and if it 
have not a fetled limit, it wandercth and lofeth it elf, For, to be 
every where, isto be no where. Motion and agitation is the true 
life and grace of the Spirit 5 but yet it muft procced from elfewhere, 
then from it felf If it be folitary, and wanteth a {ubject to work | 
on, it creepeth along, and languitheth 5 but yet it muft not be enfor- iH 
ced, Fortoo great a contention, and intention of the Spirit over- Wi 
bent, and ftrained, deceiveth and troubleth the Spirit. il 
Ic is likewife univerfal,it meddleth and mingleth it {elf with all, ey ni %y pe 
it hath no limited fubjeét or jurifdi@ion. There is not any thing Miva | 
wherewith it playeth not his part , as well to vain fubjects and of 
noaccount, as high and weighty as well to thofe we can under- 
fiand,as thofe we underftand not : For to know that we cannot un- 
derftand or pierce into the marrow or pith of a thing, but that we 
mutt ftick in the bone and bark thereof, isan excellent fign of judg~ \ 
ment 5 for {cience, yea truth it felf, may lodge near us without judg. 
Ment, and judgment without them, yea, te know our own igno- 
rance, isa fair teftimony of judgment. 
Thirdly, it is prompt and fpeedy, running in a moment from the 7 
oncend of the World to the other, without flay or reft ftirring it judd ey | 
{clf, and penetrating through every thing ; Nobilis & inquieta | 
mens homini duta eft, nunquam fe tenet 3 Spargitur vaga, quietisim- | 
patiens, novitate rerum letiffima, Non mirum ex ilo caleti firite | 
defcendit , celeftinm autem natura Semper in motu eft: A noble | 
and unquiet mind is given unto man, who never with-holdeth her mo~ | 
tion, inconftant, every where difperfed, impatient of reft, delighted | 
moft with novelties: No marvel if fhe defend of celeftial fpirit 5 HAN 
for that the nature of celeftial things, is to. be in perpetual motion. | 
This great {peed and quicknefs,this agility,this twinkling of the eye, | 
as itis admirable, and one of the greateft wonders that are in the | 
/ 
| 
| 











{pirit, fo it isa thing very dangerous, a great difpofition and pro- 
penfion unto folly and madnefs, as prefently you thall hear. : 
Ey reafon of thefe three conditions of the f{pirit, that is, a pre- i 
petual agent without repofe, univerfal, prompt and fudden, it hath 
been accounted immortal, and to have in it {elf fome mark and 

{parkle.of Divinity, 
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8. 
The aétion of’ 
the Spirit. 


O 
Tt worketh 
rafply. 


10. 
Reafon hath 
divers faces. 





of the humane Spirit, the parts, functions, qualities, 

The action of the fpirit is always to fearch, ferret, contrive 
without intermiffion, like one famifhed for want of knowledge, to 
enquire and feek, and therefore Homer calls men ergusds. There is 


no end of our inquifitions:the purfuits of the {pirit of man are with- 


out. limits, without form: the food thereof is double ambiguity, 
it isa perpetual motion without reft, without bound.. The world 
'¢ a {chool of inquifition;. agitation, and hunting is its proper difh; 
totake, or to fail of the prey, is another thing. | 

But it worketh and purfueth its enterprifes, rafhly, and irregu- 
larly, without order, and without meafure: itis a wandering, inftru- 
ment, movable, diverfly.turning 5. it 1s an inftrument of lead and 
of wax, it boweth and ftraitneth ,. applieth it felf to all more 
{upple and facile then the water, the aire, Flexibilz, omni bumore 
obfequentior : C ut fpiritus, qui omnt materiafacilior © tenuior : It 
is flexible, and more yielding to every humour, and as the fpirit, which 
is more facile and eafie to every matter or fubjtance :- It is the thoe of 
Theramenes, fit for all. 

The cunning, is to find where it is;.for it goes-always athwatt, 
and croffe, as well witha lie, as with truth :. itfporteth it felt and 
findeth a feeming reafon for every-thing 5 forit maketh that which 
is impious, unjult, abominable in one place». piety; juftice, and ho~ 
nour in another : neither can we nameany law, or cuftom, or con- 
dition, that.is either generally received of all,or rejected 5 the mar- 
riage of thofe that are near of blood, the murder of Infants, Pa- 
rents, is condemned in one place, lawful in another. Plato rctufed » 
an embroydered and: perfumed robe offered him by Dionyfins, fay- 
ing, That he wasa man, and therefore would not adorn himtelf like 
awonian. Ariftippus accepted of that robe, faying, The outward 
accoutrement cannot corrupt a chafte mind. Diogenes wathing his 
coleworts, and fecing, Ariftippus. pals by, {aid to. him, If thou 
knewelt how to live with coleworts, thou wouldeft never follow: 
the court of a Tyrant... Ariftippus an{wered him, if thou kneweft 
how to live with Kings, thou wouldeft never wath coleworts. One 
per{waded Solon to ceafe from the bewailing the death of his fons, 
becaufe his tears.did neither profit nor helpthem. Yea, therefore 
( faith he ) are my-tears juft, and I have reafon to weep. The wife 
af Sucrates redoubled her grief, becaufe the Judges put her husband 
to death unjuftly : What, faith he, wouldeft thou rather I were juft- 
ly condemned? There is no good, faith a wifeman, but that to the 
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loffe whexeof a man is always prepared, In equa enim-eft dolor. a- 
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reafon, invention, verity thereof. 
miffz rei, & timor amittendz: Alike troublefome'is the grief of a 


thing already loft, and the fear left it hould be Loft. Quite cepa 
faith another, we embrace and look upon that good a great “e | the 
more carefully, which we fee lefs fire, by always i will be ta- 
ken from*us. A Cynick Philofopher demanded of Astigenus 

d 


. J 
the King, 2 dram of filver 5 That, (3 d he, is no gift ht fora 


ye fe - | fae Pa a oie L 
King. Why then give mea Talent, faith the Philofopher. Anc 
that, faith the King,is no gift fora Cynick. One faid of a King 


en tn4 74<¢ la 4 c j ¥s4-Fe ae rs an CVvye 
OL Sparta that was gentie and de -bonair, Heisa good man even to 


the wicked. How fhould he be good unto the wicked, faith ano- 
ther, if he benot w rp with she wicked ? , that 


4 
| 
. 
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1 
with two poe Option dagliz hail {uo riverfa: there isno 
a contrary reafon, faith the foundeft and fureft Phi- 
{ow this volubility and 
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Tales {unt hominum mentes quali pater ipfe 
Fu piter audiferas luftravit lampade terras : 
Mens minds on earth, the fe [fame c courfe da run, 


Being fair or fonl asis th? Olympick, Sy Ut» 


a a ee SE eee 1 125 an : 
and all outward things: inwardly from thofe fhak “ings and trem- 
as PE RCE oP ETT Ag ta TD : 
blings which the Seul gives unto it felt by the agitat on, and ftirreth 

e wv 
TR ee ee fea has ae aid 
up by the paffions thereof : infomuch that it beholdeth things with 
7 Cc Z 


i Poe as Oe eR eS eee 3 _& 
fenances 5 for whatfoever is in the World hat th divers lus 


: 
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Q 4 sin aaa t4¢ a7 ¢¢ xx7I902e ~ Bas {x7 
fires, divers confiderations. Epidetus {aid, it was a pot with two 
, 
hk eee 5 ee Pt: ae 
hands. He might better have faid with many. 
wa ~ 
he oath he - S becaufe tf enta sleek at Cif - we ~~ 
Ne reaion nereot 1S, Decauic it entansieth if telf m its own 
~~ 
7 7° 1 : Le a = «L: ow = Pa 3 = 
work, like the Silk-worm; for asit thinketh to note from far, I The reafon of 
‘ PS awiedterficeot Geht. and ions troth alae 
kno Ww not what appcarance OF lient, and iMagmary truth, and ile 
, rt Re = ee ae i + es 2 MCR 
into it; thereare many dnunctifires that crois the wey, new tents 
. . oc 7 o 7 
that inebriate and bring it forth of the way. 
= 
z > 7 . a te — > =" 
The end at which it aimeth is two-fold, the one more common 
I #2 oe . CS aE pon! Mas 
and natural, which is cue bh, which it fearcheth and purfueth; f 
stural the Pewons fic Se: ae 
there is no defire x ¢ natural then to know the tru th: we affay all 


e means we can to eo in unto it, but in the en 
vours come fhort; for truth is not an ordinary booty, or thing, 
hat will faffer it felf to be gotten and handled, much Iefs to be 
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Chap. 9. 





Of the humane Spirit, the parts, fundions, qualities, 
poffeffed by any humane Spirit.. It lodgeth within the bofom of 
God, thatis her chamber, her retiring place. Man knoweth not,. 
underftandeth not any thing aright, in purity and in truth as he 
ought: appearances do always compafs him on every fide, which. 
areas well in thofe things that are falfe, as true. Weare born to 
{earch the truth ; but to poffefs it, belongeth to a higher and great- 
ey power. Truthis not his that thrufts himfelf into it, but his that 
vuns the faireft courfe towards the mark. When it falls out that he 
hits upona truth, itis by chance and hazard; he knows not how 
to hold it , to poffefS is, to diltinguifh it froma lie. Errors are 
received into our foul, by the felf-fame way and conduit that the 
truth is: the fpirit hath no means either to diftinguith or to choofe: 
wad as well may he play the fot,that tells a truth,asa lie. The means 
hat it ufeth for the difcovery of truth, are reafon and experience, 
both of them very weak, uncertain, diverfe, wavering. The great- 
eftargument of truth, is the general confent of the World. Now 
the number of Fools doth far.exceed the number of the wife, and 
therefore how fhould that general confent be agreed upon, but by 
corruption, and an applaufe given without judgment. and know. 
ledge of the caufe, and by the imitation of fome one that firfi be- 
gan the dance ? 
The other end,lefs natural, but more ambitious, is Invention, un- 
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¥4- ogg 3 : é : 
The fetond end to whichit tendeth as to the higheft point of honour, to the end it 


of invention. 


The praife of 
Envent ions 


may.xaife it felf, and prevail the more: thisis that which is in fo 
high account,that it feemeth to be an Image of the Divinity. From 
the fufficiency of this invention, have proceeded all thofe works, 
which have ravifhed the whole World with admiration ; which if 
they be fuch as are forthe publick benefit, they have deified their 
Authours. Thofe works that fhew rather finenefs of Wit,then bring 
profit with them, are Painting, Carving, ArchiteCture, the Art Per- 
fpective as the Vine of Zenxis, the Venus of Apelles,. the Image 
of Memwon., the Horfe of Airain, the wooden Pigeon of Ar- 
chitas,. the Crow of Myron, the Flieand Eagle of Moztroyal, the 
Sphere of Sapor King of the Perfians, and that of Archimedes, 
with his other engins. Now.Art and Invention feem not onely to 
imitate Nature, but to excel it, and that not onely in the Indivj- 
duum ox particular (for there is not any body either of man or beaft 
fo univerfally well. made, as by art may be fhewed ) but alfo many 
things are dane by art,which are not done by natures. mean.befides 
thofe compofitions and mixtures,which are the true diet,and proper 
fulb- 












































reifon, invention, verity thereof. ci, 
fubject of art, thofe -diftillations of’ waters and oyls, made of 
fimples, which Nature framed not. But in all this there is no fuch 
canfe ofadmirationas we think; and-todpeak properly and truly, | 
there is no invention but that which God revealeth: for fuch as 
we account and call fo, are but obfervations of natural things, ar- Whe 
guments and: conclutiofis drawn from them, as Painting and the Vee 
Art Optick fromfhadows, Sun-dials: from the fhadows of Trees, WE 
the graving of Seals from precious:{tones. 1 
By allthis that hath before been {poken, it is eafie to fee how T¢. 1 
rath and dangerous the {pirit of mamis, efpecially if it be quick and pie ves i 
vigorous: for being fo indnftrious, fo-feand univerlal, making "7 “78 | 
its motions-fo irregularly, ‘ufing its liberty ‘{o'boldly in all things, | 
not tying it {elf toany things it eafily fhaketh the common opini- 
ons, and-all thofe rules whereby it fhould be bridled and reftrained 
as an unjuft tyranny: it will undertaketo examine all things, to } 
judge the greateft part of things plaufibly received into the World, | 
to be ridiculous and abfurd, and finding for all an appearance of Bil 
reafon, will defend it felf-againft all, whereby itis tobe feared that An 
it wandreth out of the way, and lofeth it felf; and we cannot but Mit 
fee, that they that have any extraordinary vivacity and rare excel- 
lency (asthey that are in the higheft roof of that middle claffs ! 
‘before {poke of ) are, for the moft part, lawlefs both in opinions | 
and imanners.* There are very few of whofe guide and condu& a 
man may tnift, and in the’ liberty. of whole judgments a man Ie 
may wade without temerity, beyond the common opinion. Itis a W 
| 




















miracle to find a great and lively fpirit, well ruled and governed: it 
is a dangerous {word whicha man knows not well how to guide 
for from whence come all thofe diforders, revolts, Hereties and | 
troubles in the world, but from this? Magni errores non nifi ex | 
magnis ingeniis: nibil fapientie odiofins aenmine nimio. Great er- { 
rours proceed not but from great wits: nothing is more prejudicial | 
to wifdom, then too, much fharpnefs of wit. Doubtlefs that man 
lives a better time, and a longer lite, is more happy and far more 
fit for the government of a Common-wealth, faith Thucydides, | 
that hath an inditerent fpirit, or fomewhat beneath a mediocrity, ) 
then he that hath a {pirit fo clevated and ‘tranfcendent, that it ferves | 
not for any thing but the torment of himfelf and others. From the | 
firmeft friendfhips do {pring the greateft enmities, and from the 
foundeft health the deadlieft maladies: and even fo, from the rarett 
and quickeft agitation of our fouls, the moft defperate refolutions | 
If 
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Of the humane Spirit, the parts, funlions, qualities, 
and diforderly Frenfies. Wifdom and folly are near neighbours, 
there is but ahalf turn betwixt the one and the other ; which we 
may eafily fee in the actions of mad men. Philofophy teacheth, 
that Melancholy is proper to. them both. Whereof is framed the 
fineft folly, but of the fineft Wit? And therefore, faith Ariftotle, 
there is no great {pirit without fome mixture of folly. And Plato 
telleth us, that in vain a temperate and found fpirit knocked at the 
door of Poetry. And in this fenfe it is, that the wildeft and beft 
Poets do love fometimesto play the fool, and to leap out of the 
hinges. Infanire jucundum eft; dulce defipere in loco: non poteft 
grande & fublime quidquam nifi mota mens, & quamdin apud fe 
eft. Tes a delightful thing fometimesto be mad, a fweet matter in 
Some cafes to be foolifh : The mind, unlefs it be altogether employed, can 
do no great matter, or attempt any thing of moment as long as it « wholly 
collected within it felf- 

6 And this is the caufe why man hath good reafon to keep it with-. 

It mut be bri-. 1 Narrow bounds, to bridle and bind it with Religions, Laws, Cu- 

dled, and why. ftomes, Sciences, Precepts, Threatnings, Promifes, mortal and im- 
mortal, which notwithftanding yet we fee, that by a lawlefs kind 
of liberty it freeth itfelf, and efcapeth all thefe, fo unruly is it by 
nature, fo fierce, fo opinative: and therefore it is to be led by Art, 

Seneca, fince by force it cannot. Natura contumax eft animus buneanus,in 
contrarium atque arduum nitens , fequiturque facilins quam duci- 
tur, ut generofi & nobiles equi melius facili freno reguntur. The 
mind of mani naturally fiubborn, always inclining to difficult and 
contrary things, and doth eafier follow then is led by force, like unta 
generous borfes, that are better governed with an eafie bridle, than a 
custing bit. Itisafurer way gently to tutourit, and to lay it afleep, 
then to fuffer it to wander at its own pleafure: for if it be not well 
and orderly governed, (as they of the higheft clafis which before 
we {pake of ) or weak, and foft and plain (as thofe of the lower 
rank )it will lofeit felf in the liberty of its own judgment : and 
therefore it is neceffary that it be by fome means or other held 
back, as having more need of Lead then Wings, of a bridle thena 
{pur, which the great Lawyers and Founders of States did efpecially 
regard, as wellknowing that people of an indifferent fpirit, lived in 
more quictand content, then the over-quick and ingenious.. There 
have been more troubles and {editions in ten years in the only City 
of Florewce, then in five hundred years inthe Countries of the He/- 
tetians and the Retigns. And to fay the truth,men ofa common {uf 

ficiency 









































reafon, znvention, verity thereof. 


ficiency are moft honeft, better Citizens, more pliant and willing to 
fubmit themfelves to thé yoke of the Laws,their {uperiours,reafon it 
felf, then thofe quick and clear-fighted men, that cannot keep them- 
{elves within their own skins.The fineft wits are not the wilcft men. 

The Spirit hath its maladies, defects, tares or refute, as well as 


the body and much more, more dangerous, and more incurable : but Te 2 


that we may the better know them, we mutt diftinguith them : 


{ome are accidental, and which come from elfe-where, and thofe proceeding 
arife from three caufes: the difpofition of the body : for it is mani- from three 


feft, that the bodily malady which after the temperature thercof, 
doth likewife alter the {pirit and judgment; or from the ill compo- 
fition of the fubfiance of the brain, and organs of the reafonable 
Soul, whether it be by reafon of their firft formation, as in thofe 
that have their heads ill made, either too round, or too long, or too 
little, or by accident of fome blow or wound. The fecond is the 
univerfal contagion of vulgar and erroneous opinions in the World, 
wherewith the Spirit being, preoccupated, tainted, and overcome, 
or which is worfe, made drunken, and manacledwith certain phan- 
taftical opinions,it ever afterwards followeth and judgeth according, 
to them, without regard either of further enquiry, or recoiling back: 
trom which dangerous deluge all {pirits have not force and ftrength 
to defend themfelves. 


The third much more near, is the malady and corruption of the 3. The paffions. 


will, and the force of the paflion, this isa World turned topfie-tur- 
vy: the willis made to follow the underftanding asa guide and 
lamp unto it; but being corrupted and feized on by the force of 
the paflions( or rather by the fall of our firft Father Adam ) doth 
‘likewife perhaps corrupt the underftanding, and {0 from hence 
come. the greateft part of our erroneous judgments; Envy, Ma- 
lice, Hatred, Love, Fear, make us to refpect, to judge,to take things 
otherwife then they are, and quite otherwife then we ought; from 
whence cometh that common cry, Judge without paffion. From 
hence.it is that the beantiful and generous actions of another man 
are ob{cured by vile and bafe mif-conftructions, that vain & wicked 
caules and oceafions are feigned. This is a great vice,and a proof of 
amalignant nature and fick judgment, in which there is neither 
great fubtilty nor futhciency, but malice enough: This proceedeth 
either from the envy they bear to the glory of another man, or be- 
caufé they judge of others according to themfelves, or becaufe they 
have their tafte altcred, and their fight fo troubled, that they cannor 
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Of thé himane Spirit, the parts, funCions, qualities, Oe. . 
difcern the clear {plendour of virtue in its native purity; From this 
felf-fame caufe and fource it cometh, that we make the virtues and 
vices of another man to prevail fo much, and extend them further 
then we ought, that from particularities we draw confequents and 
general conclufions: if he bea friend, all fits-well about him, his 
vices thall be virtues; if hebe an enemy, or of a contrary fa@tion, 
| there is nothing good.in him: infomuch that we fhame our own 
i) judgment, to {mooth up our own paflions. But this refts'not here, 
| but goeth yet further; for the greateft-part of thofe impieties, he- 
refics, errours in our faith and religion, if we look well into it, is 




















a = 

















| {prung from our wicked and corrupt wills, from a violent and vo- 
hh luptuous paflion, which afterwards draweth unto it the underttan- 
\ I Fad. 31.2.° ding it felt, Sedit populus manducare & bibere, Oc. quod vult non 
All Parakis.3- quodeft, credit, qui cwpit errare : Ihe people fitteth down to eat and 
il Aaa 2 : drink, Gc. He that bath a meaning to go aftray, believes every thing 
Hl ube ae would have it, not as it is indeed. \nfuch fort that what was 
ih Bei. done in the beginning with fome {cruple and doubt, hath been af- 
ial terwards held and maintained for a verity, and revelation from 
iii heaven: that which was onely in the fenfuality, hath taken place in 
i the higheft part of the underftanding ; that which was nothing elfe 


but a paffion and a pleafure, hath been made a religious matter and. 
| anarticle of faith: fo {trong and dangerous is the contagion of the 
H faculties of the Soul amongft themfelves: Thefe ave the three out- 
ta ward caufes of the faults and mifcarriages of the Spirit, judgment, 
i and underftanding of man; The body, efpecially the head, fick, or 
nt wounded, or ill fafhioned; The world with the anticipated opin 

i) ens and fuppofitions thereof; The ill eftate of the other faculties of 
the reafonable Soul, which are all inferiour unto it. The firft are pi- - 
tiful, and fome of them to be cured, fome not: the fecond are ex- 
eufable and pardonable : the third are accufable and punifhable, for 
fuffering fuch a diforder fo near them as this- is; _thofe that fhould 
obey the Law, to take upon them to give the Law. 

There are other defects of the Spirit, which are more natural 
unto it, and init. The greateft and the root of all the reft is- pride 
and prelumption (the firft and original fault of all the World, the 
plague of all {pirits, andthe caufe of all evils ) by which a man is - 
onely content with himfelf,will not give place to another,difdaineth 
his counfels, repofeth himfelf in his own opinions, takes upon him 
to judg and: condemn others,yea even that which he underftands not. 
\j Ktjs truly faid, that the belt and happieft diftribution that God ever 
made, 
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Of: Mamory, Ort» 
made, is of judgment, becaufe every man is content with his own, 
and thinks he hath enough. Now this malady proceedeth from 
the ignorance of our felves. We never underfiand fufficiently and 
truly the weaknefs of our fpirit: but, the greateft difeafe of the {pi- 
rit is ignorance, not.of Arts and’ Sciences, and what is included in Wes 
She writing of others, but of it felf; for which caule this firlt book 7 
hath becn written. Hi) 


CHAP. XV. Hh 
Of Memory. | 


Gy 
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RK A Emory is many times taken ( by the vulgar fort ) forthe fenfe.. Hi 
M and underftanding, but not fo truly and properly: for both Wh 
by reafon ¢ as hath been faid ) and by experience, the excellency of 
the one is ordinarily accompanied with the weaknefs of the other 5. Hilt 
and to fay the truth, itis a faculty very profitable for the World, 
but it comes far fhort of the underftanding, and of all the parts of | 
the Soul, isthe more delicate, and moft frail. The excellency there- i] 
of is not very requifite, but to three forts of people; Merchants or 
men of .Trade, great talkers, ( for the fiore-houfe of the memory 
is more full and furnifhed, then that of invention; for he that 
wantsit, cemes fhort, and muft be fainto frame his fpeech out of i 
the forge of his own invention ) and liers, mendacem oporiet effe me- . \ 
maurem > it behoveth a lier to. have a good memory. From the want li 
of memory proceed thefe commodities; to lie feldom, to talk lit-: li 
tle, to forget offences. An indifferent memory fufficeth for all. 11 

| 


C.H\A-Py 20Vil: | 
Of the Imagination and Opinion. i 














He Imagination is a thing very ftrong and powerful, it is it that 

£ makes all the ftir, all the clatters yea the perturbation-of the 
World proceeds from it (as we have faid before, itiseitherthe one-.. 
ly, or at Ieaft the moft active and ftirring faculty of the Soul. ) Be | 
The effeéts thereof aré marvellousand ftrange: it worketh not The effedtref bh 
onely in itsown proper body and Soul, butin that of another man, be Fe ts agh | 
yea it produceth contrary effeéts: it makes a man_ blufh,-wax ont 
pale, tremble, dote, to waver; thefe are the leaft and the beft: 
it takes away the power and ufe of the engendring parts, yea, when 


there is moft needof them,. and is caufe why men are more 
fharp 





















































Of the Imagination and Opinion. 
fharp and aufterenot onely towards themfelves,but others; witnefs 
thofe ties and bands, whereof the World isfull, whichare for the 
moft part impreffions of the apprehenfion, and of fear. And con- 
trariwife, without endeavour, without object, and even in fleep it 
fatistieth the amorous defires, yea changeth the fex, witnefS Lucius 
Coffitivs, whom Pliayathrmeth to have feen to be changed from 
a Woman toa Man, at the day of marriage 3 and diversthe like: 
it markethfometimes ignominioufly, yea it killeth, and makes 
abortive the fruit within the Womb; it taketh away a mans 
{peech, and gives it to him that never had it, as to the fon of Cre: 
fu: it taketh away motion, fenfe, refpiration. Thus wefee how 
it workethin the body. Touching the Soul, it makes a man to lofe 
his underftanding, his knowledge, judgment’; it turns him fool and 
mad-man, witnels Gallus Vibius, who having over-bent his {pi- 
ritsin comprehending the eifence and motions of folly ; fo diflodged 
and dif-joyned his own judgment, that he could never fettle it 
again: it infpiretha man with the fore-knowledg of things fecret, 
and to come, and caufeth thofe infpirations, predi@ions, and mar- 
vellous inventions, yea it ravifheth with extafies: it killeth not 
{cemingly,but in good carneft; witnefs that man, whofe eyes being 
covered to receive his death, and uncovered again, to the end he 
might read his pardon, was found ftark dead upon the {eaffold. 
To be brief, from hence {pring the greateft part of thofe things, 
which the common fort of people call miracles, vifions, enchant- 
ments. Itisnot always the Devil, ora familiar {pirit, as now 
adays the ignorant people think, when they cannot find the rea- 
fon of that they fee: nor always the {pirit of God ( for thofe {uper- 


natural motions we {peak not of here ) but for the moft part it is 


the effect of the imagination, or long of the agent, who faith and 
doth fuich things; or of the patient and {peétator, who thinks he 
feeth that he feeth not. It is an excellent. thing, and neceffary in 
fuch a cafe, to know wifely how to difcern the reafon thereof, whe- 
ther it be natural, or {apernatural, falfe or true, Difcretio fpirity- 
um, A difcerning of fpirits. And not to precipitate our judgments, 
as the mott part of the common people do by the want thereof. 

In this part and faculty of the foul doth opinion ledg, which is 
a vain,light, crude, and imperfeét judgment of things,drawn from 
the outward fenfes, and common report, fettling and holding it 
{elf to be good in the imagination,and never arriving to the under- 
fianding, thereto be examined, fifted, and laboured ; and to be. 
| made 



















































































Of the Imagination and Opinion. 
made reafon, which is a true, perfect, and {olid judgment of things : 
and therefore itis uncertain, inconftant, fleeting, deceitful, a very 
ill and dangerous guide, which makes head againft reafon, whereof 
it is a fhadow and image, though vain and untrue. It is the mother 
of all mifchiefs, contufions, diforders: from it {prings all paffion, 
all troubles. It isthe guide of fools, fots; the vulgar fort; as reafon 
of the wife and dexterous. 

It isnot the truthand nature of things, which doth thus ftir 


and moleftour fouls, it is opinion, according to that ancient fay- The world is 
ing; Menare tormented by the opinions that they have of things, /ed by opinion. 


notby the things themfelves. Opinione fepiis quam re laboramus 3 
plura funt que nos tencnt, quam que premunt. We are more trou- 
bled with ihe opinion of things, then with the things themfelves 5 
there are more things that bold us, then which prefs or urge us. The 
verity and Effence of things entreth not into. us, nor lodgeth near 
us of it felf, by its own proper ftrength and authority: for were 
it fo, all things fhould be received of all, all alike and after the fame 
fafhion ; all fhould be of like credit, and truth it felf, which is ne- 
ver but one and uniform, fhould be embraced throughout the whole 
World. Now foras much as there is fo great a variety, yea contra- 
riety of opinions in the World, and there is not any thing conccr- 
ning, which all do generally accord, no not-the wifeft and beft born 
and bred; it giveth us to underftand, that things enter into us by 
compofition, yielding themfelves to our mercy and devotion, lodg- 
ing themfelves near unto us, according to our pleafure, and hu- 
mour, and temper of our fouls. That which I believe, I cannot 
make my companion believe; but, which is more, what I do firmly 
believe to day, Icannot affure my felf that I fhall believe to mor- 
row : yea it iscertain,that at another time I fhall judge quite other- 
wife. Doubtlefs every thing taketh in us fuch place, fuch a tafte, 


fuch a colour, as we think beft to give unto it, and fuch as the in-- 


ward conftitution of the foulis. Omnia munda mundi y immunda, 
immundis : All things ave clean to the pure and clean 3. as alfo unclean, 
tothe impure and unclean. As our apparel and accoutrements do as 
well warm us, not by reafon ef their heat, but our own, which they 
preferve, as likewife nourifh from the coldncfs of the Ice and Snow 3 
we do firft warm them with our heat, and they in recompence 
thereof preferve our heat. 

Almoft all the opinions that we have, we have not but from 
authority: we believe, we judge, we work, we live, we die,and al] 
upon, 







































































“The prehemi- 


64 Of the Will. 
3, upon credit, evenias the publick ufe and cuftom teachethuss and 
we do well therein: for we are too weak to judge and chute of our 


Lib. t.caP. te felwes , no the wile do it not, as fhall be fpoken. 
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Of the Will. 


He willis a great part of the reafonable foul, of -very great 
nence and im- _ importance,and it ftandeth us upon, above all things, to ttudy 
portance of the how to rule it, becaufe upon it dependeth almoft our whole eftate 
will. and good. 

It only is truly ours, and in our power all the reft, underftan: 
ding, memory, imagination, may be taken from us, altered, trou- 
ding. bled with a thoufand accidents: not the will. 

Doubtful, if Secondly, This is that, that keepeth a man entire, and impor- 
not erroneouss th him much: for he that hath given his will, isno more his own 
man, neither hath he any thing of his own. 

Thirdly, This is it whereby we are made and called good or 
wicked, which giveth us the temper and the tingture. 

Asof allthe goods that are in man, virtue or honefty is the 
firft and principal, and which doth far excel knowledge, dexterity 5 
fo we cannot but confefs, that the will, where virtue and goodnefs 
lodgeth, is of all others the moft excellent: and to fay the truth, 
amanis neither good nor wicked, honeft nor’ difhonett, becaule 
he underftandeth and knoweth thofe things that are good,’ and 
fair, and honeft, or wicked, and difhoneft ; but becaufe he loveth 
them, and hath defire and will towards them. -The underftanding 
hath other preheminences : for it is unto the will as'the husband 

tothe wife, the guide and light unto the traveller, but in thisit 
giveth place unto the will. SR 

The true difference betwixt thefe faculties, is in that by the tin- 
-derftanding things enter into the Soul, and it receiveth them (as 
-thofe words, to apprehend, conceive, comprehend, the tiue offices 

thereof, do import ) but they enter not’ entire, and {ich as they are, 
but according to the proportion and capacity of the undérftan- 


dmg: whereby the greateft and the higheft do recoiland divide 
themfelves after a fort, by this entrance, asthe Ocean cntreth not 
altogether into the Mediterrane Sea, but according to the propor- 
tion of the mouth of the’ Strait of Gibralter. By the will, on the 
- other fide; the foul goeth forth of it, and lodgeth and liverh 
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Of the Will. 
where in the thing beloved, into which it transformeth it felf; and 
therefore beareth the name, the title, the livery, being called virtu- 
ous, vicious, {piritual, carnal: whereby it followeth, thatthe will 
is enabled by loving thofe things that are high,and worthy-of love; 
is vilified by giving it felf to thofe things that are bafe and unwor- 
thy; asa wife honoureth or difhonourcth her, by that husband that 
fhe hath taken. 

Experience teacheth us, that three things do fharpen our will, 
Difficulty, Rarity; and Abfence, or fear to lofe the thing 3» as the 
three contrary dull it, Facility, Abundance, or Saticty, and daily 
prefence or affured fruition. The three former give price and cre- 
dit to things, the three latter ingender contempt. Our will is 
fharpened by oppofition, it oppofeth it felf againft denial. On the 
other fide, our appetite contemneth and letteth pafs that which it 
hath in poffeffion, and runs after that which it hath not : Permiffum 
fit vile nefas s quod licet, ingratum. eft, quod non licet, acrius urit : 
Things permitted we defpife, and that which is lawful. we loath, but. 
violently purfue thofe things that.are prohibited. Yeaitis feenin all 
forts of pleafures.. Omnium.rerum voluptas ipfo quod debet fugari 
periculo crefcit: All pleafures are increafed, even with the danger. 
wherewith they ought to be defpifed. nafmuch that the two ex- 
treams, the dete¢t and the abundance, the defire and the. fruition, 
do putus to likepain. And thisis the caufe why things are not 
truly efteemed as they ought, and that there is no Prophet in his 
own Country. 

How we are to dire¢t and rule our wills, fhall be .faid here- 
after. 


PASSIONS and AFFECTIONS, 
An Advertifement. 


a te matter of the paflions of the mind is very great and plenti- 275.2.cap.6 & 
ful, and takes up a great room in this doctrine of wifdom. 7./4. 3. in the 
To lea how to know them, and to diftinguith them,-is the fub- 1”? offor- 
. Pans 5 : iitude and 

ject of thisbook. The general remedies to bridle, rule, and £0- temperance, 

vern them, the fubject of the fecond book... The particular reme- 
dies of every one of them, of the third book, following the me- 
thod of this book, fet down in. the Preface. Now that. in this 
firft book we may attain the knowledg of them, we will firft {peak 
of them in general in this firft. Chapter, afterwards in the Chapy 
ters 
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i. 
The defcription 


of Paffions. 


2; 
1 Thetr-agita- 
tion, 


2. 
Of their vice 


of the Pafjions it general. 


ters following, particularly of every one of them. Ihave not feen 
any that painteth them out more richly, and to the life, then Le 
Sieur de Vair, inhislittlemoral books, whereof I have made good 


ufe in this paffionate fubject. 


CHAP. XVIII 
Of the -Pafftons in general. 


Affionis a violent motion of the Sow in the fenfitive part 

thereof, which is made either to follow that which the Soezl 

thinketh to be good for it, or to fly that which it takes to be 
evil. 

But it is neceffary that we know how thefe motions are made, 
how they arife and kindle themfelves in us 5 which a man may re- 
prefent by divers means and comparifons : firft in regard of their 
agitation and violence. ‘The {oul which is but one in the body, ” 
hath many and divers powers, according to the divers veffels 
wherein it is retained, the inftraments whereof it maketh ufe, and 
the objeéts which are prefented unto it. Now when the parts 
wherein it is included, do not retain and occupy it, but according 
to the proportion of their capacity, andas far forth as it is neceffa- 
ry for their true ufe; the effets thercof are {weet, benign, and 
well governed : but when contrariwife the parts thereof have more 
motion and heat then is needful for them, they change and become 
hurtful; no otherwife then the beams of the Sun, which wandring 
according to their natural liberty, do {weetly and pleafingly warm 5 
if they be collected and gathered into the concavities of a burning- 
glafs, they burn and coufume that they were wont to nourifh and 

_quicken. Again, they have divers degrees in the force of agitations 
and as they have more or lefs, fo they are diftinguifhed 5 the indif- 
ferent fuffer themfelves to be tafted and digefted, exprefling them- 
{elves by words and tears, the greater and more violent aftonifh the 
foul, opprefs it, and hinder the liberty of its actions. . Cure leves 
loquuntur, ingentes fiupent. Light cares move the tongue, but great 
canfe aftonifoment and filences 

Secondly, in regard of the vice, diforder, and juftice that is in 
thefe’paffions, we may compare man to a Commonweal, and the 


and irregulari- {tate of the foul to a ftate-royal, wherein the Soveraign for the go- 


tye 


vernment of fo many people hath under-magifirates, unto whom 


for the exercife of their charges, he gives Laws and Ordinances, re- 
ferving 










































































ad : j 
Of the Paffiows in general. 
ferving unto himfelf the cenfuring of the greateftand moft impor- - 
tant occurrents. Upon this order dependeth the peace and. pro- : 
{perity of the ftate: and contrariwife, if the Magiftrates, which iH 
are as the middle fort betwixt the Princes and the people, thall fuffer 
themfelves either to be deceived by facility, or corrupted by favours I} 
and without re{pect either of their Soveraign, or the Laws of him I 
eftablifhed, fhall ufe their own authority in the execution of their Hi 
affairs, they fill all with’diforder and confafion. Even {o in man, 
the underftanding isthe Soveraign, which hath under it a power } 
eltimative, and imaginative, asa Magiftrate, both to take know- Hil 
ledge, and to judge by the report of the fenfes of all things that i 
fhall be prefented, and to move our affections for the better execu- ii 
tion of the judgments thereof: for the condu@ and direétion i 
whereof in the exercife of its charge, the Law and light of Nature | 
was given ufo it:.and moreover, as help in all doubts, it may: H 
have recourfe unto the counfel of the Superiour, and Soveraign, | 
the underftanding. And thus you fee the-order of the happy ftate Hl 
thereof: but the unhappy-is, when this power.which is under the i 
underftanding, and above the fenfes, whereunto the firft judgment | 
of things appertaincth, fuffereth it {elf for the moft part to be cor- 
rupted and deceived, whereby it judgeth wrongfully and safhly, 
and afterwards manageth and moveth our affections to ill purpofe, 
and filleth us with much trouble and unquietnefs. That which mo- 
lefteth and corrupteth this power, are firft the fenfes, which com- lj 
prehend not the true and inward nature of things, but onely the 
face and outward form, carrying unto the image of things, with li 
.f{ome favourable commendation, and as it were a fore judgment i! 
and prejudicate opinion of their qualities, according as they find | 
em pleafing, and agreeable to their particular, and not. profita- } 
e and neceffary for the univerfal good of man: .and {econdly, i 
the mixture of the falfe and indifferent judgment of the vulgar | 
fort. From thefe two falfe advifements and reports of the Senfes, 
and vulgar fort, is formed in the foul an incontiderate Opinion Opinion, \| 
which we conceive of things, whether good or ill, profitable or | 
hurtful to be followed or efchewed ; which doubtlefs is a very dan- | 
gerous guide, and rafh miftrefs: for it isno fooner conceived, but | 
prefently without the committing of any thing to difcourfe and un- 
derftanding, it poffeffeth it {elf of our imagination,. and as within | 
Citadel, holdeth the Fort againft right and reafon, afterwards it 
defcendeth into our-hearts, and removeth ouraffections, with vio- 
lent 
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68 Of the Paffions in general. 
lent- motives of hope, fear, heavinels, pleafure. Tobe brief 
makes ali the Fools, and the {editions of the foul, which are the 

aflions, to arile. 

L will likewrfe declare the fame thing, by another fimilitude of 
military policy. Whe. Senfes are the Senienels of the Soul, watch- 
ing for the prefervation thereof, and meflengers, or {couts toferve 
as minifters, and inftruments to the underftanding, the foveraign 
part of the Soul. And for the better performance hereof, they have 
reccived power to apprehend the things, to draw the forms, and to 
embrace and rejee them, according as they fhall feem agreeable, or 
odious unto their nature. Now in exercifing their charge, they mutt 
be content to know, and to give knowledg to others of what doth 
pafs, not enterprifing to remove greater forces, left by that means 
they putall intoan ailarm and confalion. As in an Army, the Sex- 

inels many times by want of the watch-word, and knowledge of 

the defign and purpofe of the Captain that commandeth, may be 
deceived, and take for their fuccour, their enemies difguifed which 

come untothem; or for enemies, thofe that come to fuccour: So 

the Senfes, by not apprehending whatfoever 1s reafon, are many 

times deceived by an appearance, and take that fora friend, which 

is our enemy. And when upon thisthought and refolution, not at- 

ae tending the commandment of reafon, they go about to remove the 

i power concupifcible and irafcible, they raile a {edition and tumult 

| in our fouls, during which time,reafon is not heard, nor the under 

ah ftanding obeyed. 

ani ii By this time we fee.their regiments, their ranks, their general 

The diftinttion kinds and fpecial. Every pailion is moved by the appearance and 

of the Paffions opinion, either of what is good, or what isill. If by that which is 

ce is 4. good,and that the foul do fimply fo .confider of it, this motionis 
and fubjelt. Salled love:if it be prefent and fiuch whereof the Sow! in it felf taketh 

Of the concx- comfort, it is called pleafure and joy: if it beto come, it iscalled 

pifciblefix.  defire : lf by that which is evil, it is hate : ifprefent in our felves,it is 

lil forrow and grief : ifin another, it is pity : it itbeto come,it is fear. 

Ht) And thefe whicharile in us by the objet of an apparent evil, which 

we abhor and fly from,defcend more deeply into our heartsand arife 

with greater difficulty. And this is the, firft band of that feditious 

i rout,which trouble the reft and quiet of our fouls,that is,in the con- 

Hi cupifcible paxt:_ the effects whereof, notwithftanding they are very 

] | dangerous, yet they are not fo violent as thofe that follow them: for 

i thefe firft motions formed in this part, by the object which prefent- 

eth 
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Of the Pafftons in'particular. 
‘teth it felf, do pafs incontinently into the irafcible parts, that is to 
fay, into that compafs where the foul feeketh the means to attain, 


or avoid that which feemeth unto it either goodorill. And then Iathe Iraftie 


even as a Wheel that is already in motion,receiving another motion 
by a new force, turns with far greater {peed; fothe Soul being al- 
ready moved by the firft apprehenfion, joyning a fecond endeavour 
to the firft, carricth it felf with far more violence then before, and 
is ftirred up by paflions more puiffant and difficult to be tamed, 
inafmuch as they are donbled,and now coupled to the former, uni- 
ting themfelves,and backing the one the other by a mutual confent: 
for the firft paffions, which are formed upon an object of an ap- 
pearing good, entering into confideration of means whereby to ob- 
tain it,ftir up in us either hope or defpair. They that are formed up~ 
on an object of an evil to come, ftir up inus either fear,or the con- 
trary which is audacity; of a prefent evil, choler and courage : 
which paffions are ftrangely violent, and wholly pervert the rea- 
fon which they find already fhaken. Thus you fee the principal 
winds from whence arife the tempefts of our Sol, and the pit 
whereout they rife,is nothing elfe but the opinion (which common- 
ly is falfe, wandering, uncertain, contrary to Nature, verity, reafon, 
certainty ) that a man hath, that the things that prefent them{elves 
unto us, are either good or ill: for having conceived them to be 
fuch, we either follow them, or with violence fy from them. And 
thefe are our paffions. 


OF PASSIONS IN PARTICULAR. 
An Advertifement. 
E will intreat of their natures, that we may thercby {ce 


their follies, vanity, mifery, injuftice, and that foulnefs 
that isin them, tothe end we may know and learn how juttly to 


hate them. The counfel that is given for the avoidance of theim, is Li). 3.in the 
virtue of Fore 
; ; titude and 
thew the malady, andto givetheremedy. It rcmaineth therefore, Fempenkoee 


in the books following. Thefe are the two parts of Phylick, to 


that here we firft {peak of all thofe that refpect the appearing 
good, which are Love and the kinds thereof, defire, hope, defpair, 
joy; and afterwards all thofe that refpect the ill, which are many, 
choler, hatred, envy, Jealoufie, revenge, cruelty, fear, fadnefs, com- 
paffion. 
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of Love in general. 


CHAP. XIX. 
Of Love in general. 








os beatae ee 4 Be firft and chief miftrefs of the paffions is Love , which 
comparison. confifteth of divers fubjeCts, and whercof there are divers forts 

and degrees. There are three principal kinds, unto which all the 
Hin reft are referred (we {peak of the vicious and paffonate Love, for 
With of the virtuous, whichis Amity, Charity, Dilection, we will {peak 

inthe virtue of Juftice) that is to fay, Ambition or Pride, which 1s 

the Love of greatnefs and Honour 3 Covetoufnels, the Love of Rich- 
Hi | Lib. 3. e$ 3 and Voluptuous or CarnalLove. Behold there the three gulfs, 
qa il and precipitate fteps, from which, few there are that can defend 
| themfelves » the three plagues and infections of all that we havein 
1 hand, the mind, body and goods: the armories of thofe three 
| captain enemies of the health and quiet of mankind, the Devil, 
ia the flefh, the World. Thefe are in truth three powers, the molt 
| conimon and univerfal paffions: and therefore the Apoftle hath 
ai divided into thefe three whatfoever is in the World; Quicquid eft 
fi in mundo; eft concupifcentia oculorum, aut cari, aut Juperbia vite: 
t All that is in the World, is the luft of the Eyes, the concupifcence of the 
hi flefe, and the pride of life. Ambition, as more {piritual, fo it 
I i is more high and noble then the others. Voluptuous Love, as 
more natural and univerfal ( for it. 1s even in beafts themfelves, 
where the reftare not ) fo it is more violent, and lefs vicious: I 
fay fimply violent, for fometimes ambition excels it, but this is 
i {ome particular malady. ‘Covetoufnefs: of ‘all the reft is the fickeft 
a and moft fottifh. . 























yi CHAP. XX. c 
| | Of Ambition. . 


I. A Mbition (which is a thirft after honour and glory, a‘glutto- 
Fhe defcription, - nous and exceflive defire of greatnefs.) 18a fweet and plea- 
fing paffion, which diftilleth eafily. into generous {pirits, buts 
not-without pain got forth again. “We think itis our duties 
to embrace what is good, and amongft thofe good’ things, ‘we 
account of honour more then them all. See here the reafon, 
why- with all our firength werununto it. An ambitious man 
will . 














of Ambition. 71 
will always be the firfl, he never looks backward, but ftill for- 

ward to thofe that are before him: and it isa greater griefunto him 

to fuficr one to go beyond him,then it is pleafure unto him, to leave 

a thoufand behind him.. Habet hoc vitinm omnis ambitio, nom refpuit Seneca. 
All ambition bath this vice, not to look back, It is two-fold: the one 

of glory and honour,the other of greatnefs and command: that is 
profitableto the World, and in fome fence permitted, as thall be 
proved 5 this pernicious. 

The feed and root of ambition is natural inuse There isa pro, . 7° 
verb that faith, That Nature is content witha little: and another etic: 
guite contrary ; That Natureis never f{atistied, never content ; but 
it ftill defireth, hath a willto mount higher, and to  inrich it felf, 
and it goeth nota flow pace neither, but witha loofe bridle,it run- 

neth headlong to greatnefs and glory. Natura noftra imperii eft 
~—avida , & ad implendam cupiditatem preceps : We ave naturally 
greedy of authority and empire, and run headlong to the Satisfying of 
our aefires. And with {uch force and violence do fome men run, 
that they break their own necks, as many great men have done, 
even at the dawning as it were, and upon the point of entrance 
and full fruition of that greatnefs which hath coft them fo dear. 
[t isa natural and very powerful paffion, andin the end it is the 
laft that leaveth us: and therefore one calleth it, The fhirt of the 
foul : becaufe it is the laft vice it putteth off Etiam fapientibus Tacitus. 
cupido glorie novifima exnitur. The laft vice which even ihe wife 
abandon is defire of glory. 

Ambition, as it is the greateft and moft powerful paffion that — 3, 
is, fo it is the moft noble and haughty,the force and puiflance there- The force and 
of is fhewed, in that it maftereth and furmounteth all other 7/149 there- 
things : even the ftrongeft of the World, yea all other paflions?” 
and affections, even Love it felf, which feemcth neverthelefs to 
contend with it for the Primacy: As we may fee in all the 
great men of the World, Alexander , Scipio, Pompey , and 
many other, who have couragioufly refufed to touch the mof 
beautiful Damfels, that were in their power, burning never- 
thelefs with ambition, yea that victory they have over Love, ferved 
their ambition, efpecially in Cefar, For never was there a-man 
more given to amorous delights, even of all fexcs, and all forts 
of people, witnels fo many exploits, bothin Rome and in firange 
Countries, “nor more careful and curious in adorning, his per- 
fon: yet ambition did always fo carry him, that for his amorous 
G 2 pleafures 














































































































































































Of Ambition.. 
pleafures he never loft an hour. of time, which he might ‘employ: 
to the enlargment of his greatnefs, for ambition hath the love- 
reign place in him, and did fully poffefs him. We {ee on the 
other fide, that in Marcus Antonius andothers, the force of.Love: 
hath made them to forget the care and.condu& of their affairs. But 
yet both of them being weighed in equal ballance, ambition car- 
rieth away the prize. They that hold that Love is the {tronger, fay 
that both the foul and the body,the whole man,is poffeffed by it, yea 
that health it {elf dependeth thereupon. But contrariwife it feemeth 
that ambition is the {tronger, becaufe it is altogether (piritual.. And 
in as much as. Love poffeffeth the body, it is therefore the more. 
weak, becaufe it is fubje&t to fatiety, and therefore capable of re- 
medies, both corporal, natural, and ftrange, as experience fhew- 
eth of many, who by divers means have allayed, yea quite extin- 
guifhed the force and fury of this paffion; but ambition is not ca- 
pable of fatiety, yea is fharpned by the fruition of that it defireth, 
and there is no way.to extinguith it, being altogether in the foul it 
{elf and in the reafon. . 

It doth Jlikewife vanquifh Love and robbethit, not only of its 


4° : : 
The care of life health and tranquillity ( for glory and tranquillity are things that 


Se 
The Laws. 


6. 
Religion. 


cannot lodge together ) but alfo of its own proper life, as Agrippina 
the mother“? Nero doth plainly prove, who deliring and confulting 
with others to make her Son Emperour, and underftanding that it 
could not be done, but with the lofs of her own life, fhe aniwereth, 
as if ambitionit felf had {pokenit, Occidat modo imperet: Let me 
be flain, fo be may reign. 

Thirdly, ambition enforceth all the Laws, and confcience it felf; 
the Learned have faid of. ambition, that it isthe part of every 
honeft man always to. obey the Laws, except it bein.a cafe,of fo- 
vereiguty fora Kingdom, which onely deferveth a. difpenfation, 
being, {o dainty a morfel, that it cannot but break a mans faft; Sz 
vivlandum eft jus, regnandi causa violandum et, im caters pictatem 
colus» If man may at any time violate juftice, it muft be to Zaina . 
Kingdom ; in the reft obferve Fuftice and Piety. 

{t likewife trampleth under foot, and contemneth. the re- 
verence and refpect.of Religion, witnels. Feroboam , Mahomet, 
who never took thought for Religion; but tolerated all Religions, 
{o he might reign: and all thofe arch-hereticks who have li- 
ked better to be chief leaders in errour and hes with a 
thoufand diforders, then. to. be difciples of the truth: . 
theres - 



















































Of Aubition. 7 
"Therefore faith the Apoftle, They that-faffer’ themfelves to be 
puffed up with this paflion and affection, make fhipwrack, and 
wander from the faith, piercing themfelves through with many for- 

YOWS. 

To be fhort, it offereth vialnice even'to the Laws of Nature. it 7. 
{elf This hath been the caufée of {o many murders of Parents, in- fs enforcer 
fants; brothers 5 witnels Abfalon, Abimelech, Athalias; Romulus, Sei 
King of the Perfians, who killed both: his: father:and;brother, a 
man the great Turk, his two.brothers. » So that?nothing, is able’ to 
refift the force of ambition, it beats-alh to:the ground, fo high and 
haughty isit. It lodgeth only in great hinds; even in the Angels 
themfelves. 

Ambition is not the vice or paffion of bale companions, nor of 8, 
common or {mall attempts, and daily enterprifes : Renown and It # a lofty 
glory doth not proftitute it {elf to fo bafe a prize 3) it purfucth not Pao 
thofe things that are fimply and folély good. and, profitable ,. but 
thofe that aré rare, high; difficult; firange, and, wnufual..... That 
great thirft'after honour and reputation,’ that \cafts down ja: man, 
and makes him a begger, and to duck and ftoop toall-forts. of peo- 
ple; and by all means, yea the moft abje@, at what bafe price 
{oever, is vile and difhonourable ;.it-is a fhame and. difhonour fo 
to be honoured. A man imuft: not -bé< greedy of, greater glory 
then heiscapable ofs, and: to fwelland :to,/be puffed, up. for every 
good and ree action, is to’ thew his: tailwhile.-he lifts.up, his 
head. 

Ambition hath many and divers ways; and .praGifed by divers 9. 
means. >: there is‘one way ftraight and open, {uch ‘as Alexander, Ce>Jt hath divers 
fary Themiftocles took 3. there-is: anothenoblique: and hidden, which” 
many Philofophers and Profeffors of piety have taken,, who. go. for= 
wards by gomg, backwards, go before others by going behind them, 
not unlike to Wier-drawers, who draw.and. go backward .;..they 
would fain be glorious by contemning glory. And to fay the truth, 
there | isagreater gl ory.in refidingnand :trampling glory underfoot, 
then in therdefire and tritition thereof, as ‘Plato told Diogenes. And 
ambition is never better carried, better guided, then by ‘wandering, 
and unufual ways. 

Ambitionis a folly and a vanity: fox, it..ig as auch as if,a man le: 
fhould run to catch the {moak, inftead of the light, the fhadojv ineJt is @ folly. 
{tead of the body; ,to fatten the contentment of, his mind: upon the 
opinion of the yulgar fort, voluntarily to renounce his, own: libers 
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Of Ambition 
ty, to folfow the paffions of others, to enforce himfelf, to difpleafe 
himlelf, for the pleafure of the beholders 5 to let his ownaffcctions 
depend upon the eyes of another 5 {0 far forth tolove virtue as may 
be to the liking of the common fort ; to do good, not for the love 
of good, but reputation. This is to be like unto veflels when they are 
picrced,a man can draw nothing forth before he give them a vent. 
Ambition hath no limits, it is a gulf that hath neither brink 


i is infatiable. nor bottom 3 itis that vacuity which the Philofophers could never 


find in Nature 3 a fire which increafeth by that nourifhment that 
is givenunto it. Wherein it truly payeth his matter ; for ambition 
is only juftin this, that it fufficeth for his own punifhment, and is 
executioner toit felf. The wheel of Ixion is the motion of his de- 
fires, which turn and return up and down, never giving reft unto 
-his mind. 
They that will flatterambition, fay it isa fervant or help unto 


The excufes of virtue, and a fpur to beautiful actions; for it quittcth a man of 
ambition VaI® 21) other fins, and in the end, of himfelf too ; and: all for virtue: 


but it isfo far from this, chatithideth fometimes our vices 5 yetit 
takes not them away, but it covereth or rather hatcheth them for 
a time under thedeccitful cinders of a malicious hypocrifie, with 
hope to fet them on fire all together, when they have gotten autho- 
sity fuffcient to reign publickly and with impiety. Serpents lofe 
not their venom, theugh they be frozen with cold, nor an ambiti- 
ous man his vices, though with a cold diffimulation he cover them: 
for when he is arrived to that pitch of height that he defired, he 
then makes them feel what he is. And though ambition quit a 
man of all other vices, yet it never taketh away it felf. An ambi- 
tious man putteth himfelf forth to great and honourable aGions, 
the profit whereof returneth to the publick good, but yethe is never 
the better man that performs them, becaufe they are not the actions 
of virtue, but of paflion 5 no, though that faying be often in his 
mouth, We are not born for our felves, but for the Weal publick. 
The means men ufe to mount themfelves to high eftate, and their 
carriages in their ftates and charges, when they are arrived theres 
unto, do fufficiently fhew what men they are, and their own con- 
{ciences tell the moft that follow that dance, that however the pub- 
lick good be their outward colour, yet their own particular is that 
tHcy intend. 

Particular advifements and remedies againft this evil you thal 
find Lib. 3. Cap. 42 
CHAP 
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Of Covetonfueft and her counter-pa iow 


CHAP. XxI. 
Of Covetoufnefs and her counter-paffior. 


O love and affe& riches is Covetoufnels 3 not only the love i. 
- 9 and affetion, but alfo every over-curious care and indufiry a~ Wa? it i. 
bout riches, yea their difpenfions themfelves and Itberty, with Art 
and too much attention procured, have a fcent of Covetoufnels ; for ie 
they are not worthy an earneft care and attention. WW 
The defire of goods, and the pleafure we take in poflefling of 2 VE 


them, is grounded only upon opinion. The immoderate detire to be weet 








get riches isa gangrene in our foul, which with a venomous heat “ 
confumeth our natural affections, to the end it might All us with | 
virulent humours. So foonas it is lodged in our hearts, all honeft We 
and natural affection which we owe either to our parents or friends, Hi) 
or our felves, vanifheth away. All the reft, in relpect of our profit Ht 
{cemeth nothing, yea we forget inthe end, and contemn our felves, | 
our bodies, our minds, for this tranfitory trafh, and as our Proverb Hh) 
is, We fell our horfe to get us hay. ih 
Covetoufnels is the vile and bafe paffion of vulgar fools, who... ,3 | 
* ae © folly and ! 
account riches the principal good of a man, and fear poverty 45 mmjze,y of cove- 
‘the greateft evil; and not contenting themfelves wich neceflary soufnefs in five \] 
means, which are forbidden no than, weigh that is good in a Gold- poists. 
{iiths ballance, when Nature hath taught us to meafure it by the 
ell of neceffity. For what greater folly can there be then to adore 
that which Nature it fel€ hath put under our feet, and hidden in the 
bowels of the earth, as unworthy to befeen, yea rather to be con- 
temned, and trampled under foot ? This is that that the only fin 
of man hath torn out of the entrails of the earth, and brought un- 
tolight, tokillhimfelf. Is lacem propter que pugnaremus excuti- ee 
mus: non ernbcfcireus fumme apud nos baberi, que fuerunt ims ter- es 
rarum. We dig out the bowel of the earth, and bring to light thofe ae 
things for which we would fight 5 we are not afpamed to efteem thofe HE 
shings moft highly, which are in. the loweft and nethermoft parts of ie 
the earth. Nature feemeth, even in the firft birth of gold, and womb | | 
from whence it proceedeth, after a fort to have prefaged the mife- ) 
ry of thofe that are in love with it : for it hath to ordered the mat- Bh) 
ter, that in thofe Countries where it groweth, there grows with it } 
neither grafs, nor plant, nor other thing, that is worth any thing, | 
as giving us to underftand thereby, that in thofe minds where the 
detyre of this Metal groweth, there cannot remain fo much as 2 
G 4 {pak 
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76 Of Covetoufuess and her. counter-paffion. 


{park of true honour and virtue : for what thing can be more bafe, 
then for a man to degrade, and to make himfelf a fervant, anda 
flave to that, which {hoald be fubject untohim’? Apud fapientena 
divitia funt.in fenvitute., apud ftultum in wnperide.; Richesyferve 
wife mens but command a fool. Fora covetous man ferves his riches, 
not they him 3 /and he is{aid to have goodsas he hath afever,which 
holdeth. and tyrannizeth over a man, not he over it. ~What thing 
more vile then to love that which isnot good? neither canmakea 
good man 3 yea is. common, and:in the poffeffion of the moft. wicked 
of the world, which many times pervert good. mamners ,, but never 
amend them 2, Withont which fo many wife men, haye made them- 
{elves happy, and by which many wicked men have come to a wick- 
edenud. . Vo.be brief, what thing more miferable then to’ bind the 
living unto the dead, as MeZentins did, tothe end their death might 
be languifhing and the more cruel 5 to tye the fpirit to the excre- 
ment-and {cum of the.earth; to pierce through his own foul witha 
Ht thoufand torments, which this amorous paflion of riches brings 
withit ; and to entangle himfelf with the ties and cords of. this 
malignant thing, as the Scripture calleth them, which doth likewife 
term them thorns, and thieves which ftealaway the heart of man, 
Caares of the Devil, idolatry, and the root of all evil, ..And truly he 
| that fhall {ee the Catalogue of thofe enviesand moleftations which 
on riches ingender within the heart of man, as their proper thunder- 
hil bolt and lightning, they would be more hated then they are now 
if I Ht loved... Defiant inopie multa, avaritie omata : in nullumavarus bo- 
4 i nus eft, mn fe peffimus. Poverty wanteth many things, but couctoufnels 
alls acovetous man good to none, and morft of allto bimfelf. 
4: There. isanother contrary paflion to this, and vicious, , To. hate 
The ie i: riches, and to {pend them prodigally ; this is to, refufe the.means 
eae Oe todo well, to put 310 practice many virtues, and to, flye. that Jaboux 
which is far greater in the, true command and ufe.ot riches,..then 
innot having, them at alls to govern himfelf better in abundance 
then inpovertys, In this there is.but one kind of virtues which is, 
not to faint in ccurage, but to continue firm and conftant. Iyjabun- 
dance there are many, Temperance,. Moderation, Liberality, Dili- 
gence, Prudence, and fo forth. There, more is not exprefled, but 
that he look to himfelf: here, that he attend firft himfelf, andithen 
the good 6f others. He that is {poiled of his. goods, hath the more 
liberty to attend the more weighty athairs of the {pixit + and forthis 
gaufe many, both,Philofophers and Chiiffians, out:of theggreats 
nefs 


















































































































of carnal Love. 


ne(S of their courage, have put it:in practice. He doth likewife 
difcharge himfelfof many duties and difficulties that are required in 
the good and honeft governmentof ‘our riches in their acquifition, 
éonlervation,, diftribution, ufe and imployment :. but he that.quit- 
teth himfelt of his riches, for this reafon, fyeth the labour and. bufi- 
hefS that belongs unto them»; and quite contrary, doth it not’ out 
of courage, but cowardize: and aman may tell him, that he fhakes 
off his riches, not becaufe they are not profitable, but becaufe he 
knoweth not how to make ufe of them, how to ufe them. And not 
to be able to endure riches, is rather weaknefS of mind, then wif- 
dom, faith Seneca: 


CHAP. XXII 
Of carnal Loves 


Arnal loveis aFever and furious paffion, and very dangerous 


unto him that {ufereth himfelf tobe carried by it : For what It is firong, nam 


becomes of-him?.He is no more himfelf 3, his body endureth.a 
thoufand laboursinthe fearch ofhis pleafure; hismind a thoufand 
hells tofatistic his defires 3 and defire it-{elf umcreafing, grows into 
fury. -As itisnatural, fo it is violent and common to all,and there- 
fore in the action thereof. it equalleth and coupleth fools and wife 
men, menand beafis together. It maketh all the wifdom, refolu- 
tion, contemplation, and operation of the, foul beaftly and brutifh. 
Hereby; as likewife by flecp, Aleoander knew himlelf, to be a mortal 
man} becaufe both thefe fupprefs the faculties of the foul. 

>hilofophy fpcaketh freely of all, things, that itsmay. the better 
find out their caules, govern and judge of them 3, fodoth Divinity, 
which is yet more chatte and moredfirait.. And why not, fince that 
all things belong unto the jurifdiction: and knowledge thereof 2 
The Sun}-fhines onthe dunghil, and is neither infected, nor an- 
noyed therewith.’ To be offended with words, is.a token either of 
great weaknefs, or fome touch or guilt of the fame malady. ‘Thus 
much be {poken for that which followeth, or the like, if it {hall hap- 
pen. Nature on the one fide with violence thrufteth, us forward 
unto this ation ;. all the motion.of the world refolveth and yield- 
eth to this copulation of the male and female zon the, other fide 
itcaufeth us toadcufe, to hide our felves;,to, bluth for thame, as 
if it were’ a thingignominiousand dithoneft, , We call it a fhame- 
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Of carnal Love. 


ful a&, and the parts that ferve thereunto, our flhameful parts. Bue 
why thameful, fince natural, (and Keeping it {elf within its own 
bounds) jutt, lawful, and neccffary ? Yea, why are beafts exem- 
pted from this fhame? [It is becaufe the countenance feems foul 
and deformed, Why foul, fince natural? Tn cryingy laughing, 
champing, gaping, the vifage is more diftorted; Is it to the end 
it may ferve as a bridle and a ftay to fuch a kind of violence? Why 
then doth Nature caule {uch a violence ? Or contrariwife: Is it be- 
caufe fhame ferveth as a {pur, and as fulphur; or that the inftru- 
ments thereof move without our confent , yea againit our wills > 
By this reafon beafts likewife fhould be bathful, and many other 
things move of thcmfclves in us, without our confent, whieh are 
neither vicious nor fhameful : not only inward and hidden (as the 


 pulfe and motion of the heart, arteries, lungs, the inftruments and 


parts that ferve the appetite of cating, drinking, difcharging the 
brain, the belly, and their fhuttings and openings, are befides, nay, 
many times againft our wills ; witnefS thofe fnecfings, yawnings, 
tears, hoquets, and fluxions, that are net in our own power, and 
this of the body: the {pirit forgetteth, remcmbreth, belicveth, 
misbelieveth, and the will ie felf, ( which many fimes willeth that 
which we would it willed not) but outward and apparent: the 
vifage blufheth, waxeth pale, wan, the body groweth fat, lean, the 
hair turneth gray, black, white, grows, ftands onend, without and 
againft ourconfent. Isit that hereby the poverty and weaknefs of 
man may be the more truly fhewed ? that is aswell {een in our 
eating and drinking, our gricfS, wearinels, the disburdening of our 
bodies, death, whereof aman is not afhamed. Whatfoever the 
seafon be, the aétion in it felf, and by nature is no way fhamefiul, it 
is truly natural; fo is not fhame : witnefs the beafts. Why fay I 
beafts ? The nature of man , faith Divinity, maintaining it {elf in 
its firft original ftate, had never known what fhame was, as now 
it doth ; for from whence cometh fhame, but from weaknefs, and 
weaknefs but from fin, there being nothing in Nature of it felf 
fhametul:? The caufe then of this fhame not being in Nature, we 
muft feck it ellewhere.. It is therefore artificial. It is an invention 
forged in the clofet of Venus, to give the greater price to the bufi- 
nc{s, and to enkindle the delire thereof the mow. This is with a 
little water to make the fire burn the clearer, as Smiths ufe to do, 
to enflame the defire to {ee what itis, that is hidden 5 to hear and 
know what it is that is muttcred and wiilpered. For to ge 
things 



















































































Defires, Concupifcence, 70 


things darkly, as ifthey were mylteries, and with refpect and thames 
giveth tafte and eftimation unto them. -Contsariwife, a loofe, frees 
and open permiffion and commodity, derogateth from the worth 
and taketh away the true relifh and delight thereof. 

This aétion then it felf, and fimply taken, is neither fhameful nor ate. 

vicious, fince it ismatural and corporal, no more then other the J» wher feof 
like aGtions are: yca, if it be well ordered, it is juft, profitable, ne~ 
ceflary at the leaft, as it istoeat anddrink. But that which doth — 
{o much difcredit it, is, that moderation is feldom kept therein, and 
that to attain thereunto, we make great ftirs, and many times ufé 
bad means, whereby it draweth after it, if it gonot before, many 
evils, all worfe then the action it felf. The charge rifeth above 
the principal, and this is to fith (asit is faid) with threds of gold 
and purple. And all this is purely humane. Beafts that follow 
fimply nature, are quit from all thefe troubles. But the art of man 
on the one fide {ets a ttrait guard about it, planteth at the gate 
fhame to give it relith: on the other fide ( Othe coufening of 
men! ) it inflameth and fharpneth the defire, it devifeth, remo- 
veth, troubleth, turneth all topfie-turvy to attain unto it, ( witnels 
Poetry, which fporteth not it felf inany thing, fo much as in this 
{ubject) and findeth every entrance unto it to be better, then by the 
gate, and the lawful way, and followcth every wandering way, ra- 
ther then the common way of marriage. 


CHAP. XXIII. 
Defires, Concupifcence. 


Herearife not fo many billows and waves in the Sea, asdefires tr. 
in the heart of man: it is a bottomlefs depth, it is infinite, 7¢ bortomlefs 
diverfe, inconftant, confufed, and irrefolute , yea, many times hor- depth of defires 
sible and deteftable, but ordinarily vain, and ridiculous in its own 
defires. 

But firft it fhall not be amifs to diftinguifh them. Some are 2. 
natural, and they are juft and lawful: they are likewife in beafts, cir diflindi- 
they have their limits and bounds, a man may fee the end of them areal necef- 
and living according to thofe, there is no mana begger. Of thele fary, lib.2. 6: 
fhall be fpoken hereafter more at large: for (to fay the truth ) Not natural, 
thefe are not paffions: Others are befides nature, proceeding from 
our opinions and phantafie, artificial, fuperfluous, which we may, 


for diftintion fake, call concupifcences or lufts, Thefe are ay 
yea 
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Seneca, 


- Hope, Defpair. 
luna, beafts know notewhat. they are,-only man-is:immoderate 

in his’appetites : thefe. are without. limits; without end, and are 

nought clfe but confufion. "Defiderianaturalia finita funt, ex falfa 

opinione nafcentiay ubi definant non babent. . Nullus enim terminus 

falfo eft. via euntival iquid extremum eft, error intmenfus, ots . Natu- 

ral defires have their bounds, but thofe which grow of a falfe-opinion are 

without ends For inthat whichis falfes there is no limit: he. that 
travelleth inbis right way, comes to.anend of bis journeys but be that 

is out of. bis way, knows not whither be wanders. And therefore li- 

ving, according, to thetfe s there isno man can be rich and contented 

Of thefe itis properly that we have {poken. in the beginning of this 

Chapter, and that we farther.intend in this matter ot the paflions : 

It is for thefe that a.man {weats, and travels, Ad fupervacna fuda- 
tur, that a man journcyeth by Sea‘and by Land, goeth to War, kills 
himfelf, drowns, betrays, lofeth himfelf ; and therefore it was well 
faid, That concupifcence, is the root of all.evil.. Now it falleth 

out many times (ajuft punifhment) that whena man feeketh how 

to fatishe his defires, and to glut himfelf with the goods and plea-. 
fares of Fortune, helofeth and is deprived of thofe of Nature: and 
therefore Diogenes, having, refuled that money that Alexander offered: 
him, defired.him.to give him that he had taken from him, to go out 
of the Sun. | 

CHAP. XXIV. 


Hopes Defpairs 
Ur defiresand condcupifcences gather heat, and redouble their 


force, by hope, which inflameth withthe foftand. gentle-aix 
thereof.-our foolith. defires., Kindleth. in our minds, a: fire , -from 


“whence arifeth athick {moak, which blindeth our underftanding; 


carrieth with.it our thoughts, holds them hanging in the: clouds, 
makes us dream waking. So long as our hopes endure, our defixes, 
endure.with them. ,It is,a,play-game,. wherewith Nature -bufieth 
our minds.., Contrariwife, wheu defpair is once lodgedincar sus, it 
tormenteth our foulsin fuch a forty with an opinion of; never obs, 
taining that, we defire,.that. all bufinefs belides mult yicld unto 
it. . And for the love of that which we think never to obtain, we 
lofe even the reft of whatfoevcr we poffels. Whis paflion is like 
unto, little children, who to be revenged of -him that hath taken one, 
of their playrgames froma them, cafi, the reft into the fire. -elt-is an- 
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Of Choler. 


ety with himfelf; and requireth of it {elf the punifhiment of its own 
folly and infelicity.., After thofe paflions that refpect the apparent 
good, come we to thofe that refpect the evil. 


GHAP. XX V. 
Of Choler. . 
7 \ Holer is a foolith paffion, which putteth us wholly out of our 


t. 
{elves, and with feeking-the means to withftand and beat back The deferiprion 
the evil which it threatneth us, or hath already procured us,maketh 


the blood to boil in our hearts, and ftirreth up furious vapours in: “ 


our {pirits, which blind us and caft us headlong to whatfoever may 
{atisfie the defire which we have of revenge: It isa fhort fury, a— 
way to madnefs: by the prompt and ready impetuofity and vio- 
lence thereof, it carrieth and furmonteth all paflions. Repen- 
tina & vis univerfa ejus eft: Sudden and violent is the force there- 

The caufes that difpofe and move unto choler, are firft, Weak- 2. 
nefsof {pirit, as we fee by experience in Women, old men, infants, 2¢ caufe 
fick men, who are commonly more cholerick then others. Invali- ge re 
dum omne natura querulum eft: All weak, things are full of com- 
plaint.. A man.-deceiveth himfelf, to think that there is courage I. 
where there is violence :_ violent motions are like the endeavours of 
children and old men, who mun when they think to go: forthere is 
nothing more weak then an immoderate motion, anda great im- 
becillity is it in a man to be cholerick. Secondly, the malady of the. 2» 
mind, whereby it is made over-tender to bear blows, as the ulce- 
rate parts of the body, where the found being intereffed therein, 
are aftonifhed and wounded with light matters. Nufquam_ fine 
querela egra tanguntur:-Sore things are never touched withontt - 
eomplaint. The lofs of a penny, or the omiffion of gain puts into 
cholera covetous man; a laughter or glance of his wife, ftirs this pa{- 
fion in a jealous man. - Thirdly, luft, vain nicenefs, {elf-love, which: 3 
makes aman anxious and angry, puts him into choler for the leaft 
caufe that may be. Nulla res magis iracundiam-alit, quam luxuria: 
Nothing doth more nourifh anger then luxury. This love of trifles, of 
a glafs, a dog, a bird, isa kind of folly that troubleth us much, and ° 
ftirs up this cholerick paffion in us. Fourthly,too much curiofitys qui Ae! 
nimis inquirit, feipfum inquict ats He that fearcheth too much, difquiet- 
eth himfelf.. This is to {eck occafions; and out of the lightnefs of 

the 
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Tie effects. 
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Of Choler. 


> the heart to caft a man into choler, not attending any canfe thereof, 


Sepe adnos ira venit, fepius nos ad illam: anger often cometh unto us, 


_we oftncr to it. Fifthly,lightnefs in believing what comes firft to the 


ear. But the principal and tormer caufe is, an opinion of contempt 
and mif-ufage, either by word, deed, countenance. Thefe are the 
reafons whereby we pretend to juftitie our choler. — 

The figns and {ymptoms are very manifeft, and more then of 


_any other paffion 5 and fo ftrange, that they alter and change the 


whole eftate of man, they transtorm and distigure him. Ue fit def- 
fictle utrum magis deteftabile vitinm, aut deforme: So that it is dif- 
ficult to know, whether it be a more deteftable or deformed viee. Some 
of them are outward, the face red and deformed, the eyes fiery, the 
looks furious, the ear deat, the mouth foaming, the heart panting, 


‘the: pulfe beating, the veins fwollen, the tongue ftammering, the 


teeth gnafhing, the voice loud and hoarfe, the fpeech imperfee, 
aud to bebreet, it puts the whole body into a fire and fever. Some 
have broken their veins, {uppreft their urine, whereby prefent death 
hath infued. What then can the eftate of the fpirit be within, 
when it caufeth fo great a diforder without ? Choler at the firft 
blow driveth away and banifheth reafon and judgment, to the 
end it may wholly poffefs the places afterwards it fills all with fire, 
and {moak, darknefs, and noife; like unto him that puts the 
Mafter out of the houfe, and then {ets fre and burns him(elf alive 
within; orlike unto a fhip, that hath neither fternnor Pilot, nor 
fails, nor oars, which commits its fortune to the mercy of the waves, 
winds, and tempefts, in the midft ofa furious fea. 

The effects thereof are great, many times miferable and lamen- 
table. Choler firft enforcethus to injuftice, for it is kindled and 
fharpned by a juft oppotition, and by the knowledge that a man 
hath of the little reafon he hath tobe angry. He that is moved 
toanger, upon a falfe occafion,if a manyield him any good reafon 
why he fhould not be angry, he is prefently more incenfed, even 
againft the truth and innocence it felf: Pertinaciores nos facit ini- 
quitas ites quali argumentum fit jufte irafcendi, graviter irafei. 
The iniquity of anger doth make us more ftubborn, aif it were an 
argument and proof of jut anger, to be grievoufly angry. The exam- 
ple of Pifo is very notable, and proves this true, who excelling 
otherwife in virtue ( the hiftory is very well known ) being moved 
to choler, did unjaftly put three to death, and by a fubtile occafion 
ceauled them to be found guilty, onely becaufe they-acquitted one 
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Of Choler. . 


as unpuilty, whom he by his former fenterice had condemned. It is 


likewife fharpned by filence and cold replies, as gathering thereby 
that it proceedeth out of a contempt both of him and his choler ; 
which is proper unto Women, who many times are angry, te the 
end they may ftir up that paflion in another, and increafe their 
choler even to fury, when they fee that a man vouch{ateth not to 


nourifh that humour in them, by chiding with them. So that Cho-« 


ler fheweth it felf tobe more favage than a beaft, fince neither by 
defence or excufe, nor by filence and patience without defence, it 
will not be won or pacified. The injuftice thereof is likewife in 
this, thatit will be both a judge anda party, that it will that all 
take part withit, and grows to defiance with as many as will {ecm 
to.contradi@ it. . Secondly, foraf{much.as it is inconfiderate and 
heady, it cafteth us headlong into great mifchicts, and fometimes 
even into thole. which we muft flie, and do wifh and would wil- 
lingly procure another man. Dat pandas dum exigit, It is punifhed 
while it punifheth, or farworle. The paffion is ftly compared to 
great ruines, which burft themfelves in pieces upon that which they 
fall, it purfueth with fich violence the ill of another, that it heeds 
not the avoiding of its own, it mtrappeth and intangleth us, makes 
us to {peak and to do things fhameful, uncomely, unworthy our 
felves. Laftly, it carricth us fo beyond our delves, that it makes us 
to do things fcandalous, dangerous, and irrevocable, murders, 
poifonings, treafons, whereby tollow great and too late repentan- 
ces; witnefs Alexander the Great after he had flain Clytus: and 
therefore Pythagoras was wont to fay, that the end of Choler was the 
beginning of repentance. 

This paffion feeds upon it felf, flattereth and tickleth it elf, 
with a perfwafion that it hath reafon, that it is jutt, excufing it felf 
upon the malice and indifcrction of another; but the injuttice of 
another cannot make that juft, nor the lofs that we receive by ano- 
ther make that protitable untoms: it is too rafh. and inconfiderate 
to do any thing, that is good, it would cure an evil withan evils 
for to yield the correction of an offence to Choler, isto correcta 
vice by it felf. Reafon which fhould have the command over us, 


needs no {uch officers as of their own heads execute Laws, not at- - 


tending her ordinance; fhe would have all things done according 
to nature by meafure; and therefore violence doth no waysybeht it. 
But what, hall virtue tec the infolency of vice and not be angry 
withit ? hall theliberty thereof ‘be fo bridled as not to dare to 
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‘84 ‘Flatred. 
be moved againft the wicked? -virtue defires no indecent liberty, 
it needs not turn its own ftrength againft it felf, nor that the 

wickednefs of another fhould trouble it: a wife man muftas well 

Th bear the vices of a wicked man without choler, ashis profperity 

1 without envy. He muft endure the indifcretions of rafh and in- 

confiderate men, with the felf-fame patience that Phyficians do the 

injuries of mad men. There is no greater wifdom, nor more pro- 
fitable in the World, then to endure the folly of another, for other- 
wife by not fuffering it with patience, we make it our own. That 
which hath heretofore been {poken touching Choler, may likewife 
be fpoken of thefe paffions following, hatred, envy, revenge, which 

are made or formed Cholers. . 

Particular advifements and remedies againft this evil, are Lib. 3. 

Cap. 316 























CHAP. xXxXvVvI. 
Hatred. 














Atred is.aftranger, which ftrangely and without reafon trou- 
bleth us: and to fay the truth, what is there in the World 
that tormenteth us more? By this paffion we put our felves into the 
power of him that we hate, to affliG and vexus 3 the fight of him 
moveth our fenfes, the remembrance ftirreth our fpirits both wak- 
ing and fleeping ; yea, we never prefent him to our memories, 
if -but with defpight and gnafhing of teeth, which puts us befides our 
i) if : felves, and tears our own hearts; whereby we {uffer in our felves, 
Bi the punifhment of that evil we wifh unto another. He which 
a hateth, is the patient; he that is hated, the agent: contrary to the 
i found of the words, the hater is in torment, the hated in cafe. But 
| . what do we hate? Men, or their matters and affairs? Doubtlefs 
we hate nothing that we fhould: for if there be any thing to be 
hated inthis World, it is hate itfelf, and fuch like paffions, contra~ 
ay to that which fhould command in us. 
Particular confiderations and remedies againft this evil, are Lib. 
sap. 32 
ot CHAP. XXVILI. 


Exvy. 


BRN is a coufin-german to Hatred; a miferable paffion, and 
outragious beaft, which in torment excelleth hell itfelf Itisa 
| defie of that good that another poffeffeth, which gnaweth our 

a heart, 

































Fealoufte. 
heart, and turneth the good of another man to ourown hart. But 
how fhould it torment us, fince it isas well againft that which is 
ill, as that which is good? Whilcft an envious man looketh ob- 
liquely upon the goods of another man, he lofeth what is good in We 
himiclt, or at leaftwife takes no delight in it. | 
Particular advifements and remedies againtt this evil, are Lib. 3. 
Crp. 3 





CHAP. XXVIII. Nae 
Fealoufie. 


"y Faloufie isa paffion like almoft both in Nature and etfeét unto : 
Envy, but that it feemeth that Envy coniidereth not what is What it is, | 

good, but in as much as it is in the poffetflion of another man, and 

that we detire it for our felves; and Jealoufie concerneth ourown 

proper good, whereof we fear another doth partake. 

Jealou dic is a weak maladie of the foul,abfurd, vain, terrible, and ae 
tyrannical, it infinuateth it felf under the title of amity, but after rhe weaknefe. 
it hath gotten | poficilion, upon the felf-fame foundation of love } 
and good will, it build ieth an everlafti: ng hate. Virtue, health, 1 me- 11) 
rit, réputation, are the incendiaries of this rage, or rather the fuel a 
unte this fury. 





























tis like wile the Gall that corrupteth all the Hony of our life: 2. 1a 
it is comm only mingled with the {weeteft and pleafanteft ations, 74¢ venom | 
which it maketh {0 {harp and fower, as nothing more: it chai rgeth {reef i 





love int ‘ob ate, reipect into difdain, affurance into difidence: it in- 
gendze tha pe riiicious curiofity. and delire in am ian to clear himfelf 
of that evil, which bein 3 paltremedy, by too much ftirring ftinketh 
the more: For what doth he but publith, put out of all doubt, bring 
into the light, found with a trumpet his own fhame and mifery, jad 
the difhonour of his own children ? 

Particular confiderations and remedies againtt this evil, are Lid.3. 


Cap. 35° 
CHAP. XXIx. 
Revenge. 
He defire of revenge is firft a cowardly and effeminate pafli- 
on proceeding, from a bafe, weak, and abje&t mind, which A anvardl 


experience telleth us to be true for we commonly {ce the "weakelt Pafiien 
minds 





















































Revenge. 
minds the moft malitious and revengeful, as wornen and children. 
The valiant and generous mind doth little feel this pailion, but con- 
temneth and difdaineth it, either becaufe the injury toucheth him 
not, or becaufe he that offereth the injury toucheth him not, or 
- becanfe he that offereth the injury is not worthy his revenge, as not 
daigning fo far to debafe himfelf: Indignus Cafars ira,Unworthy the 
anger of Cefar. The hail, thunder, and tempetts, and thoile feartul 
motions that are inthe air, do neither trouble nor touch the fuperi- 
our celeftial-bodies, but only the weak and inferiour + and even {fo 
the indifcretions and childith brawls of fools wound not great and 
high minds. All the great men of the world, Alexander, Cefar, Epa- 
minendas, Scipio; have beeufo far from revenge, that quite contra- 
ry they have done good unto their enemics. 

Secondly, it is a boyling and biting paffion, and likea worm it 
enaweth the hearts of thofe that are intected with it, it moletteth 
them by day, and by night keeps them awake. 

It is likewife full of injuftice, for it tormenteth the innocent, and 
addethaffiGtion. It is to make the party offending, to feel that evil 
and punifhment, which the defire of revenge giveth to a mans hearts 
and the party offended ‘goes to lay on the burthen, as if he had not 
already hurt enough by the injury received, in fuch fort, that many 
times and ordinarily, whilelt he tormenteth himtelf to feek means 
of revenge, he that hath committed the offence laughs and makes 
himfelf merry with it. But it isalfo far more unjuft in the means of 
the execution, which many times is wrought by treafonsand villa- 
nous practices. 

Laftly, the execution is not only painful, but dangerous too; 
for experience telleth us, that he that feeks to be revenged doth not 
that which he would, and what his blow intendeth, but common- 
ly that which he would not, comes to pafs, and thinking to put 
out the eye of his enemy,’ he putteth out both bis own. The 
fear of juftice tormenteth him, and the care to hide: thofe that love 
him. 

Again, to kill and to make an end of hisenemy, is not revenge, 


Se 4. coat r 
T bill,is not to DUt Dicer cruelty, which proceedeth from cowardlinels and fear, 














To be revenged,.is to beat his enemy, to make him ftoop, not to 
kill him for by killing he feels not the power of his wrath, which 
isthe end of revenge. And this is the reafon why a man cares not’ 
to be revenged upon a dog or a bealt , becanfe he can no 
way tafte or conceit his revenge. In true revenge there muft be a 
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Cruelty. 


kind of pleafure and delight in the revenger: and he upon whom 
he isrevenged, mutt feel the weight of his difpleafure, futter pain, 
and repent him of the caufe, which being kild he cannet dos yea, 
he is rather freed thereby from all mifery 5 and contrariwile, he that 
is the revenger, endureth many times that torment and fear which 
he wifheth to his enemy. To kill then is a token of cowardlinefs 
and fear, left his enemy feeling the force of his revenge, fhould live 
to requite him with thelike; which though it makean end of the 
quarrel, yet it woundeth his reputation; itisa trick of precaution, 
and not of courage: and is the way to proceed fately, but not 
honourably. Qui occidit Longe, nonulcifcitur, wec gloriam affequi- 
tur: Ele that killeth afar off, doth neither revenge, nor obtain renown. 

Particular advifements and remedies againft this evil, are Lib. 3. 


Cap.34. 
CEA Peo XOX: 
Crueliy. 


Ruelty is a villanous and deteftable vice, and againit Nature, 

and therefore it is likewife called inhumanity. It proceedeth 

from weaknefs; Ommis ex infirmitate ferita eb: All cruelty pro- 
ceedeth of infirmity. And itis the daughter of cowardlinefs: fora 
valorous man doth always exercife his ftrength againfta refilting 
enemy, whom he hath no fooner at his mercy, but he is fatished, 
Romana virtue, parcere fubjectis, debellare fuperbos: The Roman 
virtue, was to {pare the humble, and fubdue the proud. Foxalinuch 
therefore as cowardly weaknefs cannot be of this rank, to the end 
it may yet get the name of Valour, it makes bloud and maffacres 
the proof thereof. Murders in victories are commonly executed by 
common people, and. the ofhcers of the baggage. Tyrants are 
bloudy, becaufe they fear, not knowing how to fecure themfelves, 
but by rooting, out thofe that may offend them; and therefore they 
exercife their cruelty againtt all, even women too, becaufe they fear 
all; Cunita ferit, dum cunttatimet: He ftvikes all, becaufe be fears 
all. Cowardly dogs bite and tear with their teeth , within the 
houfe, the skins of thofe wild beafts, which in the open field they 
durft not look upon. What make civil wars fo cruel, but that tie 
wherewith the common people are led and linked, who like dogs 
that are backt by their mafter, back one another? the Emperour 
HY Mau- 
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The difcription. 


2. 
Net natural. 


Publick moure fil 


nings. 





Sudnefs, or heavinefs of heart. 
Muuritins being told that one Phocas a fouldier fhou'd kill him, 
enguired what he was, and of what Nature and condition; being 
told by his fon-in-law Philip, that he was abate coward: Why 
then, faith he, no marvel if he bea murderer and cruel. It proceed- 
cth likewile from the inward imalignity of the foul, which feed- 
ethand delighteth it felf with the hurt of anothers Monfters like 
Caligula. 


CHAP. XXXT. 
Sadnefs, or beavinefs of beart. 


Adnefs, is a languifhing feeblenefs of the {pirit, anda kind of 
difcouragement ingendred by the opinion that we have of the 
greatnefs of thofe evils that afllict us, Itisa dangerous encmy to 
our xeft, which prefently weakneth and quelleth our fouls, if we 
take not good heed; and taketh from us the ufe of reafon and dif- 
courfe, andthe means whereby to provide for our affairs, and with 
time it rufteth and fenoweth the foul, it corrupteth the whole man, 
brings his virtues afleep, even then when he hath moft need to keep 
them awaked,to withftand that evil which opprefleth them’: but we 
muft difcover the foulnefs and folly, the pernicious effects, yea, the 
injuftice that is in this cowardly, bafe, and fecble paflion, to the end 
we may learn withall our might to fly and avoid it, as moft un- 
worthy the wifeft men, according to the doctrine of the Stoicks; 
which is not fo eafy to be done, becaufe it excufeth and covereth it 
{elf with many beautiful colours of Nature, Piety, GoodnefS, yea, 
the greateft part of the world it draws to honour and favour it, 
making it an ornament to wildom, virtue, confcience. 

Firft then, it isfo far from being natural (as it would make 
men believe ) that it is formal, and anenemy to Nature, as may ea- 
y be proved. Touching ceremonious forrows, and publick mourn- 
ings, fo much affected and practifed in former times, and likewife 
at this prefent (my meaning is not to touch the honefty and mode- 
ration of obfequics and funerals, nor that forrow that belongs to 
piety and religion), what greater impofture or deceitful coufenage 
can there be in any thing befides ? How many feigned and artificial 
counterfeit coufenages are there, withno {mall coft and charges, 
both in thofe whom it concerneth, the authors of the fport, and 
thofe whofe offices they make ufe of in that bufinels ? For to give the 
better 
































Sadneft, or heavinefs of heart. 
etter credit to their juggling tricks, they hire people fo lamen® 
and to fend up their fhreekings, cries, and lamentations, which all 
men know to be feigned and extorted for mony, tears that are not 
“fhed but to be feen, and {0 foon as they are out of fight, are dried 
up: where is it that Nature hath taught us this? Nay, what is there 
that Nature'doth more abhor and condemn? It isa tyrannical, 
falfe and vulgaropinion (the worft, as hath been faid, almoft of all 
the paffions ) that teacheth us to weep, and lament in fucha cate. 
Andif aman cannot find occafion of tearsand an heavy counte- 
nance in himfelfhe niuft buy it at a dear price inanother,in fuch fort 
that to fatisfie this opinion, he muit enter intoa great charge, where- 
of Nature if we would credit 1t, would willingly difcharge us. 
Is not this willingly and publickly to betray reafon, to enforce and 
to corrupt Nature, to proftitute his own manhood, to mock both 
the world and himfelf, to fatishe the vulgar fort, which produce 
nothing but errour, and account of nothing that is not counterfeit 
and difguifed ? Neither are thofe more particular forrows natural, 
asitfeems to many; for if they did proceed from Nature, they 
would be common to all men, and almoft touch all men alike. 
Now we fee that the felf-fame things that are caufes of forrow to 
fome, give occafion of joy unto others, that one Province, one per- 
(on laugheth, at that whereat another weepeths that they that are 
converfant with thofe that lament, exhort them to refolution, and 


to quit themfelves of their tears. Yea the greateft part of thofe that Particular. 


thus torment themfelves, when you have talked with them, or that 
themfelves have had the leifure but to difcourfe upon their own paf- 
fions, they confefs that it is but a folly thus to afflict themfelves, and 
praife thofe who in the like adverfities, have made head againft For- 
tune, and with a manly and generous courage have withiiood their 
afflictions. ~Andit iscertain, that men do not accommodate their 
mouraings to their caufe of {orrow, but the opinion of thofe with 
whom they live. And ifaman mark them well, he fhall find that 
it is opinion,which the more to annoy us prefenteth the things unto 
us, which torment us either more than they fhould, or by antici- 
pation, fear and prevention of that which is to come, fooner than 
they fhould. 

But it. is againft Nature, in as much asit polluteth and defaceth 


whatfoever Nature hath made beautiful and amiable in us, which 4gaint Natare 


is drowned by the-force of this paffion, as the beauty ofa Pearl is 
diffolved in vinegar. We make our felves hereby {pectacles of pity, 
H 3 we 
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4. 
Injnft and imm- 
pious. 


So 
Pernictonus. 


6. 
xtwardly. 





Sadnefs, or heavinefs of heart. 
we go with our heads hanging, our eyes faftened on the earth, our 
mouths tonguelefs, our members immoveable, our cyes ferve for no 
other ufe than to weep, that you may fay we are nothing but {weat- 
ing, ftatues, turned (as the Poets feign ) like Niobe into a ttone by 
the power of this paffion. 

Now it is not only contrary and an enemy unto Nature, but God 
himfelf; for what other thing is it, but a rafh and outragious com~ 
plaint againft the Lord and common Law ot the whole world, 
which hath made all things under the Moon changeable and cor- 
ruptible? if we know thisLaw, why do we torment our felves ? 
If we know it not,wheretore do-we complain,but of our own igno- 
rance, and that we know not that which Nature hath written in all 
the corners and creatures of the world? We are here not to give 
a law,but to receive it, and to follow that which we find eftablifh’d: 
for to torment our {elves by contradicting, doth but double our 
pain. 

Befides all this, itis pernicious and hurtful mto man, and by fo 
much the more dangerous, becaufe it killeth when we think it con- 
forts, hurteth under the colour of doing good, under arfalfe pre- 
tence of plucking the Iron out of the wound, it drives it to the 
heart; and the blows thereofare fo much the more hardly avoided, 
and the enterprifes broken, becaufe it is a domeftical enemy brought 
up withus, which we have engendred for our own punifhment. 

Outwardly, bya deformed and_ new countenance wholly altered 
and counterfeited 3 it difhonoureth and defameth man. Do but 
confider when it entreth into us, it filleth us with fhame, in fuch fort, 
that we dare not fhew our felves in publick place, no not privately 
to our deareft Friends: and after we are once poffeffed of this pafli- 
on, we do nothing but feck corners tohide our felves from the fight 
of men. What.is this to fay, but that it condemneth it felf, and 
acknowledgeth how imdecent it is? For it 1s fora woman that is 
taken in her wantonefs to hide her felf, and to fear to be Known. 

Again, dobut contider the vettments and habits of forrow, how 
ftrange and effeminate they ares which fheweth, that it taketh a- 
way whatfoever is manly and generous in us, and puts upon us 
the countenances and infirmities of women; and therefore the 
Thractans adorned thofe men that mourned, like women. And 
fome fay, that forrow makes men Ennuchs.The firft and more man- 
ly and generous laws of the Romans torbad thefe effemiimate lamen- 
tations, finding, it-an horrible thing, thatmen fhould fo degenerate 
from 












































Sadnefi, or heavinefs of heart. 


from their own Natures, and do things contrary to manhood; al- 
Jowing only of thofe firfttears which proceed from the firft encoun- 
terof afrefh and new grief, which may fall even from the eyes of 
Philofophers themfelves, who keep with thcir humanity, their dig- 
nity: and may fall from the eyes, virtue not falling fiom the heart. 

Nowit doth not only alter the vilage, change and difhoneftly 


difguife a man outwardly, but piercing even to the marrow of the Inwar 


bone, Triftitia exfiecat ofa: Heavinefs drieth the bones. It weakneth 
likewife the foul, troubleth the peace thereof, makes a man unapt to 
good and honourable enterprifes, taking away the tafte, the defire, 
and the difpofition to do any thing that 1s prohtable either to him- 
{elf ortoanother, and not only todo good, but toreceiveit. For 
even thofe good fortunes that light upon him difpleafe him: every 
thing is tart unto his foul, as victuals to a corrupted ftomach; and 
Jaftly, it maketh bitter our whole lite, and poyfoneth all our actions. 

It istwo-fold, great and extream, or at leattwife, though not 


furious unexpected allarm it feizeth upon the heart of man, pier- 
cethit through, depriveth him of motion and fenfe, like a fione, 
and not unlike that miferable Mother Niobe, 

Diriguit vifu in medio, calor offa reliquit, 

Labitur, & longo vix tandem tempore fatur. 

She {wounded at the half, all being too much, 

To fee at once and live, her gricf was fuch : 

She falls, fhe fluduates, fhe refounds and breaks, 

And fearce at length, with much ado foe {peaks. 

And therefore the Painter diverfly and by degrees prefenting un- 
tous the forrow and miferable eftate of the parents and friends of 
Iphigenia wheii the was facrificed ; when he came to her Father, ‘he 
painted him with his face covered, as confefling his Art not fufh- 
cient to exprefs in the vilage a grief of thatdegree. Yea, fome- 
times a forrow may be fich, that it killeth out-right. The fecond 
degree isthe indifferent forrow, which though perhaps it may be 
greater than thé fornier, yet in time it is leflened and eafed, and is 
expreffed by tears, fobs.fighs and lamentations: Cure leves loguuntur, 
ingentes fiupent, Light cares do fpeak, great confound. 

Pafticular advifements and remedies againft this evil, are Lib. 3. 


Cép. 296 
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greatinit felf, yet great when by reafon of a fudden furprile and The diftindion. 



































































































Compaffion. 






CHAP. XXXII. 
Compaffion. 


VK 5 figh with thofe that are affli@ed, and with a fellow-like 
y M4 


9 


a 


felves, which hath happened to others. But this is done two ways, 


fent we 


feeling pity their miferies, cither becaufe by a fecret con- 
participate on the other evils, or becaufe we fear that in our 
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whereby there is likewife a two-fold compaflion ; The’one good, 
wheu a man witha good will, not troubling or afflicting himfelf, 
not effeminating his own Nature, and without impeachment of e- 
guity or honour, doth freely and effetually fuccour thofe that are 
afflicted: this is that virtue fo much commended in Religion,tound 
in the holieft and wifett in the world: the other is a paflion of a - 
feeble mind, a fottifh and feminine pity, which proceedeth trom 
a delicate tendernefs, a troubled fpirit, properto Women, Infants, 
and to cruel and malicious minds ¢ which are confequently bafe 
and cowardly, as hath been proved in the Chapter of Cruelty) 
who pity the punifhment of offenders, which produceth unjuft ef- 


Ie 
The defcription. 


The bialice and 


eyranny thereofsOVeX US, but to mock and feduce us: it ferves its turn with that 


feéts, not refpecting the depth and merit of the caufe, but the pre- 
fent fortune, ftate, and condition. 

Advifements and remedies againft this evil, you fhall find, Lid. 3. 
Cap. 30. | 
CHAP. XXXII. 


Fear. 


Ear is the apprehenfion of an evil to come, which holdeth us 
ina continual care, and runs before thofe evils which fortune 
threatneth us. } 3 
We fpeak not here of that fear of God fo much commended in 
Scripture, norof that fear which proceedeth from love, and isa’ 
{weet refpec& towards the thing beloved, commendable in fubjects 
and all inferiours towards their fuperiours; but of that vicious fear 
that troubleth and afflicteth, which is the feed of fin, the twin of’ 
thame, both of one womb, {prung from that clofeand curled mar-. 
riage of the fpirit of man with a diabolical perfwafion. Timeo.eo 
quod nudus effem, & abfcondi me: Ifear, becaufe Twas naked, and 
sherefore I hid my felf- ues 
Itis adeceittul and malicious paffion, and hath no other power 


which 
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which isto come, where though we feem to forefee much, we fee 
nothing at all, and in that doubtful darknefs it holdeth us, as ina 
dark place, as thieves do by night, to the end they may rob a man, 
and not be known,and give a great and fudden affright with a {mall 

nber. And therefore it tormenteth us with masks and thews ot 
_ as men fear children with bug-bears evils that have nothing 
“ita le appearance, and have nought in themfelves whereby to 
hurt us; yea, are not evils, but that we think them 10. It is the only 
apprehention which we have, which makes that evil to us, which is 
not fo, and draweth evil even from our own good to afflié us with- 
al. How many do weec every day, that with fear tobecome mi- 
{erable, become that they fear, and turn, their vain fear into cer- 
tain miferies 2. how many have loft their Friends, by diftrufting their 
Friends; have got difeafes, by fearing them? One hath in fuch fort 
conceived an opinion,that his wife hath played falfe play with him, 
that for grief he languifheth; another hath in fuch fort apprehend- 
ed fuch a conceit of poverty, that he falleth fick: and to be brief, 
{ome have died for fear to dies. And even fo may a man fay almott 
of whatfoever we fears for fear {eemeth not to other end, then to 
make us find that which we fly from. Doubtlefs, fearis of all o- 
ther evils the greateft and moft tedious for other evils are no leng- 
er evils then they continue, and the pain endureth no longer than 
the caufe ; but fearis of that whichis, and that which is not, and 
that ( perhaps ) which never fhall be, yea fometimes of that which 
cannot poffibly be.. Behold then a paflion truly malicious and ty- 
rannical, which draweth from an imaginary evil, true and bitter 
f{orrows, and is over-greedy by thought and opinion, to overtake, 
nay, out-run them. 

Fear doth not only fill us with evils, and many times by falfe ap- 
pearances, but it likewife {poyleth all the good that we have, and 












all the pleafure of our life, as an enemy to out reft. A man can take’ 


no delight in the fruition of that good which he feareth to ‘lofes 
life it felf cannot be pleafant, if a man fear to die. Nothing good 
(faith an ancient Writer) can bring pleafure with it, but that againtt 
the lofs whereof a manisalways prepared. 

It is alfo a ftrange paffion, indifcreet, and inconfiderate, and pro- 
ceeds as often from the want of judgment,as of heart:It arifeth from 
dangers, and many times cafteth us into dangerss for it cngen- 
dreth in us {uch an inconfiderate dcfire to get out, that it aftonith- 
eth, troubleth, and hindrethus from taking that order that is hit to 


rE i 
gt u 










































































Luke 21, 


get out. It bringeth a violent kind of trouble, whereby the foul be- 
ing affrighted,. with-draweth it felf into it felf, and debateth with 
st (elf how to avoid that danger that is prefented. Befides that great 
difcouragement that it bringeth, it feizeth on us with fuch an affo- 
nifhment, that we lofe our judgment, and there is no longer reafon, 
or difcourfe-in us, it maketh us to fly when no man purfueth, yea, 
many times Our own friends and {uccourers: Advo pavor etiam au- 
xilia formidats Infomuch that fear dreadeth bis own berps. Many 
have run mad herewith, yea the fenfes themfelves have hereby loft 
their ule: we have our eyes open, and fee nots one {peaks to us, 
and we harken not unto him; we would fly, and we cannot go. 

An indifferent fear puts wings to ourheels; a great nails, faftens 
Our feet and entangles them. Fear peryerteth and corrupteththe 
entire man: both the {pirit, Pavor fapientiam omnem mili ex ani- 
mo expetturat , Fear depriveth my mind of all wifdom and underftand- 
ing. And the body, 

Objtupui, fleteruntque come, vox faucibus befit. - 
Cold fudden fear fupplants bis Natures beat, 
And lays him {peeehlefs, till bis blond retreat. 

Sometimes it makes defperate, and therefore refolute, like that 
Roman Legion under the conduct of the Conful Sempronins againtt 
Hannibal, Audacem fecerat ipfe timor, Fear made him bold. There 
are fears and affrightments without any apparent caufe, and asit 
were by fome celeftial impulfion, which they call Panick terrours. 
Terrores de carlo, are{centibus hominibus pretimores Terrours from 
heaven, men confuming away with fear: Muchas once happened in 
the City of Carthage, and wherewith whole people and armies 
have been confounded. 

Particular advifements and remedies againft this evil, are Lib. 3. 
Cap. 28. 
























































The fecond Confideration of Man, by compa- 


ring him with all other Creatures. 







CHAP. XXXIV. 


- E have confidered man wholly and fimply in him{clf: t. 

WEagil Now letus confider him, by comparing him with o- 4 profitable 

f ve). ther creatures, which is an excellent means to know fi aaa 
Wes; him. This comparifon hath a large extent, and ma- Bie ih eit: it 

ny parts that bring much knowledge of importance, and very pro-fifpedted. 

fitable, if itbe well done. But who fhalldoit? fhall man? He is 

a party, and tobe fufpected, and to fay the truth, deals partially 

therein: which may be ealily proved, becaule he keeps neither 

meafure nor mediocrity. Sometimes he placeth himfelt tar above 

all; he terms himfelf a Mafter, and difdaineth the reft; divides 

unto them their morfels, dittributeth {uch a portion of taculties and 

powers unto them as fhallfeem good untohim. Sometimes, asit 

were indefpight, he debafeth himfelf beneath all, he murmureth, 

complaineth, wrongeth Nature as a cruel ftep-mother, makes him- 

 felf the outcaft and molt miferable of the world. Now both thefe 

extreams are equally againft reafon, verity, modefty. But how y, she chrproy 

would you have him to walk, uprightly and evenly with all other of prefumprion, 

creatures, when he doth it not with man, his companion, nor 

with God himfelf, as fhall be fhewed ? This comparifon is alfo dif- 

ficult to do: for how cana man know the inward and fecret car- 

riages of creatures, that which moveth within them? But yet lee 

us do our endeavour to do it without paffion. 

Firlt, the policy of the world is not fo uncqual, fo deformed and 2 
irregular, nerther is there 1o great a difproportion between the parts 
thereof, but that they are near neighbours, and touch one another, 
have a refemblance, {ome more, fomelels. So is there a great vici- 
nity and kindred betwixt man and other creatures: they have many 
things alike and common to each other, and they have ditterences 
likewife, but not fo far diftant and unlike, but that they may hold 
together. Manis neither altogether above, nor beneath the reft. 

All that # under beaven, Laiththe Wifdom of God, runs the fame 
fortune. 

Let us firft fpeak of thofe things that are common toalland al- pecteg..g 
molt 



















































































Things common, 
Eccl. 4. 


1.Nakednefs. 
Cap. 5. 


2.Swadling 
Clothes. 


3 Crying. 


4.Armse 


¢ Eating. 


6 .Speechs 


The ficond confideration of Man, 
almoft alike; which are, to engender, nourith; to do, move, live, die: 
Idem interitus hominis & jumentorum, © aqua utrinfque cenditio : 
Asthe death of men fo of beafts, and condction of them both is alike. 
And this is againft thofe that find themfelves aggrieved, faying, That 
man is the moft contemptible creature of Nature, abandoned, left 
naked upon the naked earth, without covert, without armour, 
bound, {wadled, without inftruction of what is fit for him ; where- 
as all other creatures are clothed and covered with fhells, husks, hair, 
wooll, feathers, {cales; armed with teeth, horns, talons, beth to af- 
failand to defend: taught to fwim, torun, to flie, to fing, to feek 
their relief, and man knows neither how to go, nor to fpeak, nor to 
eat, nor anything but cry, without an apprentifhip and much la- 
bour.. All thefe complaints to him that confidereth the firft com- 
pofition and Natural condition, are unjuft and falfe; Our skin is 
as fufliciently proved againft the injuries of times and feafons as 
theirs; witne{s many Nations (as hath been faid) that never knew 
what garments meant: yea, thofe parts that we think good, we 
keep uncovered, yea the moft tender and fenfible, asthe face, the 
hands, the ftomach, and the delicateft Damfels. their breatfts. 
Bands and {wadling clothes are not neceflary, witnefs the Lace- . 
demonians, and in thefe days the Switzers, Almains, which dwell 
in coldCountreyss the Bifques and vagabonds that are called Eg yp- 
tians. Crying is likewife common unto beatts, all creatures al- 
moft complain and groan for a time, after they comig into the 
world. As for armour, we want not that which is natural, and 
have more motion of our members, ufe their fervice more naturally 
and without inftru@tion. If {ome beafts excel us in this, we in the 
{ame excel divers others. The ufe of eating is both in themand in 
usnaturaland without inftruction. Who doubteth that an Infant 
being once able to feed himfelf, knows how to feck his fuftenance? 
And the earth likewife bringeth forth and offereth enough unto 
him for his neceflity,without either culture or art; witnefs fo many 
Nations, which without labour, induétry and care, live plenteoufly- 
As for {peech, a man may well fay, that if it be not natural, it is 
not neceffary : but it iscommon to man with other creatures: What 
elfe but {peech is that faculty we fee in them, of complaining, re~ 
joycing, of calling others to their fuccour, of making love? And 
as we {peak by geftures and motion of the eyes, the head, the 

fhoulders, the hands (hercin deaf men are very cunning) fo beatis, 
as we fec in thofe that have no voice, who neverthelefs do inter- 
: change 



















































































The fecoud con tderation of Matt. 
change their mutual offices; and as in fome kind of meafure beafts 
underftand us, fowethem. They flatter us, threaten us, intreat us, 
and we them; we {peak to them, and they tous, andif we per- 
fectly underftand not one another, where is the fault? In us or in 
them? That is not to bedetermined. They may as well account us 
beafts by that reafon, as we them, yea they reproach us for that we 
our felves underftand not oné another. We underftand not the 
Bifques, the Britains, and they all underftand the one the other, 
not only of the fame, buat (whichis more) ofa diverfe kind.» Bya 
certain barking of the dog, the horfe Knoweth that he is in choler, 
arid by another voice he knoweth he is not. 

Again, they have their intelligence with us. In the wars in the BPS Seas 
middeft of the hght, Elephants, Dogs, Horfes, underftand with us pales guise 
they frame their motions according to-the occafion they purfue, they” 
make their ftand, they retire, nay they have their pay, and divide the 
booty with us, as it hath been practiled in the new conqueft of the 
Indies. And thefe are thofe things that are common to all, and 
alike. 

Let us now come to thofe differences andadvantages that the 

one hath over the other. Man is fingular and excellent in fome things Differences ¢ 
above other creatures, and in others, beafts have the fuperiority, to ##vantages, 
the cad that all things might thereby be knit and inchained toge- Of man. 
ther, in this general policy of the world and Nature. The certain 
advantag@ or excellencies of man, are thofe great faculties of the 
foul; the fitbtility, vivacity, and fufficiency of the {pirit to invent, 
to judge, to chufe, fpeech to demand, and to offer, and to fuccour, 
"the hand to execute that the f{pirit hath invented, either of it felf, or 
learned from another. The torm alfo of the body, the great diver- 
fity of the motion of the members, whereby his body doth him bet- 
ter fervice. 

The certain advantages that beafts have over men, and fuch as 5. 
are paft all doubt, are either general or particular. The general Of beafts gene- 
are health, and ftrength of body far more perfect, conftant, and ral, 
ftrong in them, among whom there are no blind, deaf, lami 
mute, difeafed, defeCtive and ill-born, asamongftmen. The Sereno 
huitsthem not, they are not {ubject to rheumes, from whence pro- 
ceed almoft all othef difeafes; from which man though he cover 
his head with a hat and a houfe too, can hardly defend himfelf. 
Moderation in diét and other actions, innocency, fafety, peace, 
and tranquillity of life, a plain and intire liberty without pone 
car, 
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ae The fecond confideration of Man, 
fear, or ceremony, in things natural and lawful, ( for it is only 

man that hath caufe to hide himfelf in thefe a¢tions, and whole 

faults and impertections offend others.) Exemption from fo many 

vices aud diforders, {uperftition, ambition, avarice, envy, yea migh- 

ty dreams trouble not themas theydomen: notfo many theughts 

" and phantaties. The particular ad vantages are the pure, high,health- 
Particular. ful, pleafant ambition, and abode of birds in the aire Their futh- 
ciency in fome Arts, asthe Swallow and o her birds in building 5 

the Spider in {pinning and weavings divers beafis in Phyfickyand the 

Nightingale in Mulick. Marvellous effeéts and properties not to 

be imitated, no not ‘imagined, as the property of the ith Remora, 

to ftay the greateft veficls of the Sea, as we read of the chief gal- 

ley of Marcus Antonim , and the felf-fame of Caligula; of the 
Torpedo or Cramp fifh, to benum and dead the members of 

another, though not far diftant, and not touching him; of the Hedg- 

hog, toforefee the winds; of the Chameleon, to change his co- 

lours. Prognoftications, as of birds in their paflages from country 

to country, according to the diverfity of the reafons 3 of all beatts 

that are dams, in kaowing which of their young is the beft 5 for 

fome hap falling out, of defending them from danger, or convey- 

| ing them to their nefts, they always begin with that they know 
a and forefee to bethe beft. In all thefe things man is far their infe- 
| riour, and in fome of therm‘he hath no skill at all. A man mayadd 
unto this, ifhe will, the length of our lives, which imme beatfts 
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a doth {even or cight times exceed the longeft term of the life of 
/ i man. 
i eave. Thofe advantages that men pretend to have above beafts, bute 
ih Difpurable ad- aye yet difputable, and perhaps as well in beafts asmen, are ma- 
At vantages. ny: Firft the reafonable faculties, difcourfe, reafoning, difciplinc, 
ay judgement, prudence. There are here two things to be fpoken, the 
ajon. 


one of the verity of the thing it felf. Itisa great queftion, whe- 
ther bealts be deprived of ‘all thefe {piritual faculties. The opinion 
that they are not deprived, but have them, is the more true and the 
@ore authentick. Lt is defended by many great Philofophers, efpe- 
cially by Democritus, Anaxagoras , the Stoicks , Galen, Porphyry, 
Plutarch, and maintained by this reafon. The cormpofition of 
the brain, which is that part which the foul makes ufe of, and 
whereby it reafoneth, is all alike, asthe fame in beafts and men, 
confirming by experience. Beafts from particulars conclude gene- 
rals; by the tight of one onely man, they know all men, they know 
how 




















by comparing him with all other creatures. 


how to joyn.and divide,and diftinguith,the good from the ill,for the 
{afeguard of ther lives, liberty, and little ones. Yea, we read and 
fee, if we would but mark and confider it, many things done by 
beafts, that do far excel the fufhictency, fubtilty, and all the wit and 
cunning of the common fort of men; fomeof thofe that are beti 
worth the noting, I will note unto you. The Fox being to pafs 
over a river that is frozen-with ice, applieth his ear unto the ice, 
tofind whether he can hear any noife, and that the water do run 
under it, that thereby he may refolve cither to go forward, or to 
retire back; of whom the Thracians have learned the fame cun- 
ning, being to pafs their frozen rivers. A Dog, to the end he may 
know which way of three, cither his mafter, or that beatt he hunt- 
eth is gone, having, aflured himfelf by {centing them, that he hath 
not pafled by two of them, becaufe he finds not the trace, without 
the fetting of his nofe to the ground, or farther traverling, he run- 
neth mainly into the third. The Mule of the Philofepher Thales 
crofling a river witha fack of Salt on his back, and being plunged 
into the deep with his burthen, his falt diffoived in the water, and 
made his burthen the lighter 3 which the Mule (falling into the deep 
by chance) having found, being afterwards loaden with wool, ufed 
the fame remedy, and funk the more. Piatarch reporteth, that 
he faw a Dog ina Ship, calting ftones into a pipe of oil, to make 
theoilto moant, that he might the better come atit. As much 
is reporte@ of the Crows of Barbary, who by that means raife 
the water when it is too low, that they may drink. So likewife 
Elephants gather ftones and fticks, and caft them into that ditch 
‘whereinto their companion is fallen, to help him to get out. The 
-Oxen of the Kings gardens of Suze, being taught to go in a 
wheel jufta hundred turns, todraw water, to water the ga rdens, 
they would: never exceed that juft number, and were never decei- 
ved in their account. All thefe things, how can they be done, 
without difcourfe and reafon, addition and divilion? To fay they 
know not this, were to deny that we fee they do. What fhould 
we think of that dexterity that is in the Elephant, in pluckingy 
thofe darts and javelings forth of his body, with little or no pain 
stall? of the Dog that Plutarch {peaketh of, whichin a publick 
play upon a {caffold counterteited death, drawing, towards his end, 
trembling, aftewards growing fiff, and fuffering himfelf to be cars 
ried forthsby little & little coming to him{cl£and litting up his head 
counterfeited a new refurreCtion? of fo many apifh ni and 
range 
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The frcond convderation o yf Maan. 


‘firange tricks that the dogs of Playersand Jugglers do ? of the po- 


licics and inventions wherewith beafts defend themfelves againft the 
affaults we make upon them? of the husbandry and great provi- 
dence of the Ant, in laying abroad his grain to dry, left it take moi- 
fire and {o corrupt; in nipping the ends thereof, that it grow not? 
of the policy of the Bee, where there is fuch diverlity of offices and 
charges fo firmly eftablifhed. 

To beat down all this, {ome do malicioufly attribute thefe things 


An oppofition of to a natural, fervile, and forced inclination; as if beafts did per- 
the-natural it- form their actions by a natural neceffity, like things inanimate, as 


Sind. 


the ftone falleth downward, the fire mounteth upward. But be- 
fides that, that cannot be, nor enter into our imagination 5 for there 
multbea numbring of the parts, comparifon, difcourfe by addition 
and divifion, and confequents 5 they likewile know not what this 
natural inclination and inftin@ is 3 they be words which they abufe 
to fall purpofe, that they might not be deaf and mute altogether. 
Again, this {aying, is retorted againft them: for it is beyond all 
comparifon more noble, honourable, and refembleth more the Di- 
vinity to work by Nature then by Art and Apprentifhip: to be led 
and direéted by the hand of God, then by our owns regularly to 
aét by a naturaland inevitable condition, then regularly by a rath 
and cafual liberty. , 

By this objection-of the natural infiinct, they would likewife de~ 
prive them of inftruétion and difcipline both aétive and paflive, but 
experience gives them thelye 5 for they do both receive it: witnefs 
the Pie, the Parrot, the Black-bird, the Dog, the Horfe,as hath been 
(iid and they give it, witnefs the Nightingale, and above all other 
the Elephant, which excelleth all other beafis in docility, and all 
kind of difcipline and fufliciency- 

As for this faculty of the {pirit whereof man doth fo much glory, 
which is to fpiritualize things corporal and abfent, robbing them 
of all accidents, to the end it might conceive them after its own 
amanner: Nam intellecium eft intelligente ad modum intelligent 5 
For that which is underftood, is in bim that underftandeth, after the 
manner of the underftander, beatts themfelves do the like. The Horfe 
accuftomed to the Wars, fleeping in his Stable, trembleth and groan- 
eth, as if he were in the midft of the fight, conceiveth the found 
of the Drum, the Trumpet, yea an Army it felf. The Hare in 
fleep, panting, lifteth up her fcut, fhaking, her legs, conceivetha fpi- 
‘titual Hare. ‘Dogs that are kept for guard, in their fleep do fnarl, 

and 














































by comparing him with all other Creatures. 


and fometimes break out-right, imagining a ftranger to be come; 
To conclude this firft point, we muft contcfs that beafts do realon, 
have the ufe of difcourfe and judgment, but more weakly and im- 
perfectly then man 5 they are inferiour unto men in this, not be- 
caufe they have no part therein at all 5. they are infcriour unto men, 
as amongft men fome are inferiour unto others 5 and even {o-a- 
mongft beafts there is fucha difference : but yet there is a greater 
difference between men 3 for (as fhall be faid hereafter) there is a 
greater diftance between a man anda man, then a man anda beaft. 
But for all this, we muft not hereby infer a kind of equality or parity 
betwixt a beaftand a man (though, as Ariffotle faith, there are fome 
men fo weak and blockifh, that they differ from a. beaft only in 
figure) and that the foul of a beaft is immortal, as that of a man 5 
or the foul of a man mortal, as that of a beaft: for thefe are but 
malicious illations. For, befides that in this reafoning faculty, a 
man hath a very great advantage above beatts, fo hath the other 
facultics more high and wholly {piritual , whereby heis faid to be 
like unto God him(elf, and is capable of immortality, wherein beatts 
have no part, and are fignified by that underltanding, which is more 
then a fimple difcourfe, Nolite fiers ficut equus & mulus, in quibus non 
eft intellecius : Be not like horfe or mule, in whom there is no under- 
Handing. ) 
The other point which we are to {peak of in this matter is, that 
this preheminence and advantage of underftanding, and other 
{piritual faculties that man pretendeth, is fold him at a dear rate, 
and brings with it more hurt then good: for it is the principal 
fource of all thofe evils that opprefs him 3 of vices, paffions, ma- 
ladies, irrefolutions, trouble, defpair, which beafts want, by the 
want of this great advantage: witnefs the Hog of Pyrrbo, which 
did eat his meat peaceably in the fhip , in the midftof a great 
tempelt, when all the men were almoft dead for fear. It feemeth 
that thefe great parts of the foul, have been denied unto beafts 5 or 
at leaft-wile leflened, and given them more feeble, for their great 
good and quiet, and beftowed upon'man for his torment: for it is 
long of them that he toileth and travelleth, tormenteth himfelf 
with what is paft, and that which is to comes yea he imagincth, 
apprehendeth, and feareth thofe evils that are not, nor cver fhall 
be. Beafts apprehend nothing that is ill, until they feclit 5 and 
being efcaped , they are pretently in’ fecurity dnd at peace. So 
that we fee that man is moft miferable even inthat whercin he 
I thought 
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The fecond confideration of Man, 


thought himfelf moft happy : whereby it feemeth that it had been - 


better for man, not to have been endued and adorned with all thofe 


beautiful and celeftial arms, fince he turneth them againft himfelf, , 


even tohis owndeftrndtion. And to fay the truth, we fee thofe 
that are moft ftupid and feeble of {pirit, live at beft content, and 
feel not their evilaccidents info high a degree, as thofe that are 


more {piritual. 
Another advantage that man pretendeth above beafts, isa fignio- 


&. Signiory and yy and power of commanding, which he thinketh he hath over 


guimand. 


Gea. 3. 


he 
@- Liberty. 


Ae 
4» Virtae. 


beafts : but befides, that isan advantage that men themfelves have, 
and exercife the one over the other, this isnot true. For where is. 
this command of man, this obedience ef the beatts? It 1s a monfter 
that was never feen, yea men do more fear beafts, then beafts theme 
It is true, that man hatha great preeminence Over bealis 5 Ut pre- 
fit pifcibus mari, volatilibus coli, beftiis terre: That be might rule 
ever the fifh of the. fea, the fowls of the air, and the beafis of the earths 
And this by reafon of his beautiful and upright form, of his wifdem, 
and the prerogative of his fpirit: but not thathe thould eithey 
command, or they. obeys 

There is. likewife another advantage, near neighbour to this 


pretended by man, which is a plain liberty, reproaching beafts with. 


their fervitude, captivity, fubjection : ‘but this is to {mall purpofes 
There is far greater reafon why man fhould reproach man; witnefs 
thofe flaves, not only made by force, and fuch as defcend from 
them,-but alfo thofe that are voluntary, who either fell for money 
their liberty, or giveit out of the lightnefs of their hearts, or for 


{omecommodity, as the ancient Fencers fold out-right Women te: 


their Miftrefles, Souldiers to their Captains.. Now, there is none 
of all this: in:beafts, they never ferve one another, nor yield them- 
{elves to any fervitude either active or paflive, either to ferve, or to 
be ferved,.and are inevery thing more free then men. And as man 


goeth to the chafe, taketh, killeth, eateth the beaft 5 fo is he taken, 


killed, eaten by them in his turn, and henourably too, by main 
firength, uot by wit and art, as man doth : and not only by them 
is he killed, but by his companion, by another man, a thing bafe and 
difhonourable. Beafts affemble not themfelves in troops to go to 
kill, to deftroy, to ranfack, to inthral another troop of their kind, as 


men do. 


The fourth and greateft advantage pretended by man, is in vir-. 
tue, but of moral itis difputable ( J mean moral materially by the. 


out- 


HEHHMH 










































ae 





by comparing him with other Creatures. 
outward action: ) for formally the morality, good or evil , virtue 
and vice, cannot be in a beaft. Kind acknowledgment, oflicious 
amity, fidelity, magnanimity, and many other virtues, which con- 
fiftin fociety and converfation, are more lively, more expre{s and 
conftant, then can be in the common fort of people. Hircanus 
the dog of Lyfimachus costinued upon the bed of his dead matter, 
refufing all kind of fuftenance, and afterwards caft himfelf into 
that fire wherein his mafter was burnt, and. there dyed with him. 


The felf-{ame did another belonging to one Pyrrhus. That dog of 


wile Hefiodus difcovered the murder of his matter. Another in 
like fort in the prefence of King Pyrrbus, and his whole Army. 
Another which never ceafed , as Plutarch affxmeth , going from 
City to City, until that facrilegious Robber of the Temple of Athens 
was apprehended and brought to Judgment. That Hiftory is fa- 
mous, of the Lion that was hoft and nurfe to Audrodus the flave, 
and his Phyfician, which would not touch him being caft out unto 
him : which Appion affixmeth to have feen at Rome. An Ele- 
phant having in choler killed his Governour, repenting himfelf of 
it, refuled any longer to eat, drink, or live. Contrariwife, there 
is not acreature in the world more wnjuft, unthankful, traiterous, 
pertidious, lying, and deceitful, then man. Again, fora{much as 
virtue confifteth in the moderation of our appetites, and the brid- 
ling, of our pleafures, beafts are much more moderate therein then 
we, and do better contain themfelves within the limits of Nature. 
For they are not only not touched with unnatural, fupertluous, 
and artificial paffions and defires, which are all vicious and infi- 
nite, as men, who forthe moft part are plunged in them, but alfo 
in the natural, as eating and drinking, the acquaintance. be- 
twixt the male and the female, theyare far more moderate and 


ftayed. But that we may {ee which is the more virtuous or vicious, Heamanity. 


aman or a beaft, and in good earneftto fhame a man more thena 
beaft, let us take the virtue moft proper and agreeable unto man, 
that is, as the word it felf importeth, humanity: as the moft 
firange and contrary vice is’ cruelty. Now herein beaftshave ad~ 
vantage enough, even tomake men bluth for fhame. They never 
affail, and feldom offend thofe of their kind. Major ferpentum 
ferarumque concordia quam bominum: Greater is the concord and 
“agreement among(t Serpents and wild beafis, then amongft men 
They never fight but for great and juft caufes, as the defence and 
prefervation of their lives, liberty; and their little ones : and that 

Iz they 


Cruelty, 
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4. The fecond confideration of Alan, 


they do with their natural and openarms, by their only force and 
walour, and that one to one, as in fingle combats, and not in troops, 
nor by defignment. Their combats are fhort, and foon ended, un- 
til one of them be either wounded, or yieldeth; and the combat 
ended, the quarrel, hatred, and choler is likewife at anend. But 
man hath no quarrel but againft man, for not only light, vain, and 
frivolous caufes, but many times unjut, with artificial and traiterous 
arms, by deceits and wicked means, in troop and affembly gathered 
by affignment 5 and laftly, his wars are long, and never ended but 
with death ; and when he ts able no longer to hurt, yet the hatred 

and choler endureth. 
26 The conclufion of this comparifon is, that untruly and vainly 
ae Snipe doth man glorifie himfelf above beafis. For if man have in him 
Rendmaches fomething more then they, asc{pecially the vivacity of the {pirit 
and underftanding, and thofe great faculties of thefoul, fo likewife 
in exchange is he fubject to athoufand evils from which the beafts 
are freed 5 inconftancy, irrefolution, {uperftition, a painful care of 
things to come, ambition, avarice , envy, curiofity, detraétion, 
lying, and a world of difordered appetites, difcontentments , 
emulations. This {pirit wherewith man maketh himfelf fo merty, 
brings him a thoufand inconveniences, and then moft, when it is 
moft ftirred and enforced. For it doth not only hurt the body, 
trouble, break and weaken the bodily forces and fundtions, but alfo 
it hurtsandhindereth it felf What cafteth man into: folly and 
madnefs, but the fharpnefs, agility, and proper force of the fpirit > 
The moft fubtil follies and excellent lunactes proceed from the 
rareft and guickeft agitations of the {pirit, as from greateft amities 
{pring greateft enmities, and from foundeft healths mortal mala~ 
dies ¢ Melancholy men, faith Plato, as they are more capable of 
knowledge and wildom, fo likewife of folly. And he that well 
marketh it, fhall find, that im thofe elevations and fales of a: free 
foul, there is fome mixture of folly; for tofay the truth, thefe 

things are near neighbours. 

13: Touching a fimple life, and {uch as is according to nature, beafts 
Ag exhertation. do far exceed men 3 they live more freely, fecurely, moderately, 
contentedly. And that manis wife that confidereth hereof, and 
benctiteth himfelf by making them an inftruétion unto himfelf 
which doing, he frameth himfelf to innocency, fimplicity, liberty, 
and that natural fweetnefs which fhineth in beafts, and is 
wholly altered and corrupted in us by our artificial inventi- 
ons 

























The eftimation, brevity, defcriptior 
tions, and unbridled licentioufnefs, abufing that wherein we fay we 
excel them, which is the {pirit and judgment. And therefore God 
doth many times fend us to fehool to birds, beafts themlelves, to 
the Kite, the Grafhopper, the Swallow, the Turtle, the Ant, the Ox, i 
the Als, and divers others. Laftly, we mutt remember that there We 
is a kind of commerce betwixt beafts and us, a certain relaticn and = 
mutual obligation, whereof there is no other reafon, but that they 
belong to one and the fame mafter, and are of the fame family that 
we are. It is an unworthy thing to tyrannize over them, we owe 
jultice unto men, and pity and gentlenefs to firch other creatures 
as are capable thereof. | | 




















The third Confideration of Man, which ts th 
by his life. | 


GHAP. XXXV. AE 


The eftiimation, brevity, defcription of the life of man, and | 
the parts tkereof. i 

T is agreat and principal point of Wifdom, truly to know 
how to efteem of life, to hold and preferve it, tolofe or to take of the eft ug 
itaway, to keep and dircct it, as much as after fuch a manner as tion and worth i} 
is fit 5 there is not perhaps any thing wherein a man faileth more, ¢ Hife. I] 
or ismore hindered. The vulgar unlearned fort aceount it a fo- | 
| 
| 
| 








vereign good, and preferreth it above all things 5 yea, he will not | 
ftick to redeem and prolong, it by all the delays that may be, upon | 
what conditions foever, thinking it can neyer be bought too dear : | 
for it isall in all with him, his Motto is, Vitd sibil charius : Nothing | 
is dearer then life. He efteemeth and loveth his life for the love of it 
felf: he livesnot but to live. It isno marvel if he fail in all the Bit 
reft, if he be wholly compounded of errours, fince from his very i; 
entrance, and_in this fundamental point he mittakes himfelf fo | 
grofly. It may be likewife with fome Icfs efteemed and more bafe- | 
ly accounted of then it fhould, either by reafon of {ome infuthcien- 
cy in judgment, or a proud mif-knowledge thereof: for falling into Bt 
the hands of thofe that are good and wile, it may be a profitable 
inftrument both to themfelves and others; and I cannot be of their 
Opinion (as it is fimply taken ) that fay itis beft of all, not to be 
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at all: and that the beftis the fhorteft lite: Optimum non nafcis aut 
quam citiffime abolert : The beft thing w, not to be born, or prefently 
to dye. And itis neither well nor wifcly faid, What hurt or what 
matter had itbeen, if I never had been ? A man may anfwer him 
with the like queftion : Where had that good been which is come, 
and being not come, had it not been evil not to have been ? It is 
a kind of evil that wanteth good, whatfoever it be, yea though not 
neceflary : Thefe extremities are too extream and vicious, though 
not equally : but that f{eems true that a wife man fpake, That is 
{uch a good asa man would not take, if he knew well what it were 
before he took 3 Vitam nemo aceiperct, fi daretur fcientibus 5 No 
man would accept of life, if be knew what it were. It is well that 
men are within betore they {ee the entrance, and that theyare car- 
ried hood-winkt into it. Now whenthey are within, fome do 
cockerand flatter themfelves therein, that upon what condition 
foever, they will not go forth again; others do nothing but mur- 
mur and vex themfelves : but the wifer fort feeing it to be a market 
that is made without therfelves, ( fora man neither lives nor dyes 
when and how he will ) and that though the way be rough and 
hard, yet neverthelefs it is not always fo, without winfing, or ftri- ” 

ving, and troubling any thing , they accommodate themifclves unto 
it as they may, and fo pafs their life in quietnefs, making of neceflity 
a virtue 5 whichis atoken of wifdom and induftry : and fo doing, 
they liveas long as they fhould, and not, like fools, as long as they 
See hereof lib. CaM For, there is a time to live, and a time to dye: anda good 
a.capixe death is far better then an ill life. A wife man lives no longer, then 
that his life may be worth more then his death: for the lonyeft life 
is not always the better. 
mY All men do much complain of the brevity of the life of man: 
Of the length not only the fimple vulgar fort, who with it fhould never have 
and brevity of end, but alfo (which is moft ftrange) the greateftand wifeft make 
life. it the principal ground of their complaints. To fay the truth, the 
greatcft part thereof being diverted and otherwife employed, there 
semains little or nothing for it felf: forthe time of our infancy, 
old age, fleep, maladies of mind and body, and many other times, 
both unprofitable and unfit for any good, being taken away, that 
which remaincth, is little or nothing, at all. Neverthelefs, without 
oppoling the contrary opinion to them that hold a fhort life, to be 
a great good and gift of Nature, their complaint feemeth to have 
little equity and reafon, and rather to proceed from malice. For, 
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of the life of man, and the parts thereof. 107 
to what end fervetha long life ? Simply to live, to breathe, to eat, 

to drink, to fee this world : for all this what needs fo long time ? 

We have feen, known, tafted,all ina fhort {pace 5. and knowing ir, 

to defire fo long a time to'pratife it, and {till to reiterate the fame 

thing, to what end is it? Who will not be fatisfied, nay wearied, 

to do always one and the fame thing ? If it be not tedious and 

irkfom, at the leaftit is fuperfluous : it is a turning Wheel where 

the fame things come and go: it is always to begin where we 

end, and to re-fpin the fame Web. But perhaps they will fay they 

defire a long life, to learn and to profit the more, and to proceed 

to a greater perfeCtion of knowledge and virtue. Alas! good fouls 

that we are, what fhould we know, or who fhould teach us ? We ' 
employ but badly that little which is given us, not only 1n vanitics, | 
and thofé things that yield us no profit, but in malice and fin ; and Hi 
then we cry out and complain, that we have not enough given unto 
us. And to fay the truth, to what end ferves fo great ftore of 
knowledge and experience, fince in the end we muft Icave it and I 
diflodgeit ; and having diflodged it altogether, forget and lofe ic 
all, or know it betterand otherwife ? But you will fay, that there 
are beafts that do triple and quadruple the life of man. To omit | 
thofe fables that are told thereof; be it fo: but yet there are a 
number that live not a quarter of that time that man doth, and | 
few neither, that live out their time. By what right, or reafon, | 
or priviledge, can man challenge a longer life then other creatures ? i 
Is it becaufe he doth better employ it in matters more high and 
‘more worthy life ? By this reafon, he fhould live lefs time then 
all other creatures 3 for there is none comparable to man, in the ill | 
employments of his life, in wickednefs, ingratitude, intemperance, i 
and all manner.of diforder and immodefty in manners, as hath 1! 
been thewed before, in the comparifon of man with beaft : fo that i 
asTasked even now, to what end along life ferved; now I ask Be 
what evils there would be in the world, if the life of man were iE 
long ? What would he not enterprife, fince the fhortnefs of life, 
which cuts off his way, and (as they fay ) interrupts his caft; and 

the uncertainty thereof, which takes away all heart and courage, 
cannot ftay him, living as if he fhould live ever ? On the one tide 

he feareth, perceiving himfelf to be mortal, but notwithftanding 

that, he cannot bridle himfelf from not coveting, hoping, enterpri- 

fing, as if he were immortal. Tunquam femper vitturi vivitis; Seneca, 
nunquam vobis fragilitas veftra fuccurrit : omnia tanquam mye 
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Seneca. 
Look lib. 3. 
cap. 6. 








3. 





of the life of man, and the parts thereof. 


salestimetis, tanquam immortales concupifeiti. Ye live as though 
ye were always to lives your frailty never comes ixto your mind : 
i fear all things as mortal , but ye defire all things as immortal. 
And to fay the truth, what need hath Nature of all thefe great 
and goodly enterprifes_and cmployments, whereby man challen- 
geth a longer life then other creatures ? Man therefore had no 
{ubject whereof to complain, but to be angry with himfclf. . We 
have life enough, but we are not good husbands, we manage it not 
well; lifeis not fhort, but we make it {o 3 we are not in want, but 
prodigal, on inopes vite, fed prodigi > we lofe it, we diflipate it, 
we vilifie it, as if it were nought worth, as if we had more then 
enough ; we all fall into one of thefe three faults, either we em- 
ploy it ill, or about nothing, or in vain. Magus vite pars elabi- 
tur male agentibus, maxima nibil agentibus, tota alind agentibus: 
A great part of life is loft to thofe that do ill, a greater to thofe that 
do nothing, and all to thife that do that they foould not do. A man 
{tudieth not to live, but rather buficth himtelf in any.other things 
he fhall never know how to do a thing well, by acquitting him- 
{elf of labour, but by care and attention. Others referve their 
lives until they can live no longer, then take comfort in life, when 
there is nothing left but the lees and dregs thereof. Oh what folly, 
what miferyis this! Yea there are fome that have fooner ended, 
then begun to live, and life is paft before they thought of it. Qyz- 
dam vivere incipiunt, cum definendum 5 quidam ante defierunt, quam 
inceperint. Inter cetera mala, hoc quoque babet ftultitia, Jemper in- 
cipit viveree Some begin to live, when they fhould dyes fome ended, 
before they begin 3 amongft other evils, fully bath this, that rt always 
begins to live. 

Our prefent life is but the entrance and end of a Tragedy, 2 per- 


f defertption of petual iffue of errours, a web of unhappy adventures, a purfuit of 
the life of man. givers miferies inchained together on all fides; there is nothing 


but evil that it diftilleth, that it prepareth 5 one evil drives forward 
another evil, as one wave another 5 torment is ever prefent, and 
the fhadow of what is good deceiveth us 5 blindnefs and want 
of fenfe poffeffeth the beginning of our life, the middle is ever in 
pain and travel, the end in forrow 3 and beginning, middle, and end 
in errour. 

The life of man hath many difcommodities arid miferies com- 
mon, ordinary and perpetual 5 it hath likewife fomeparticular and 
diftin@, according to thediyerfity of the parts, ages, and feafons 5 
infancy, 
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infancy, youth, virility, old age 5. evcry-one have their proper and 
particular difecommodities. 

The greateft part of the world {peak more honourably and fa- 
vourably of old age, as the more wife, ripe, moderate 3 accufing and 4 comparifon 
fhaming, youth of a vicious, foolifh, licentious life, but very unjuft- betwixt youth 
ly : for in truth the infirmities and vices of oldage are more in and old age. 
number, more great and troublefom then thofe of youth, it fills the 
mind more with wrinckles, then the vifage 5 and there is not a foul 
growing old, grows not fowre and rotten. With the body the fpi- 
ritisufed, and-the worle for the ufe, andatlaft returns to infancy 
again, Bispueri fenes: Old men twice children Old ageisa necel- 

{ary and puiffant malady, which Joadeth us infenfibly with many 
imperfections. It wereabfurd to term wifdom a difhculty of hu- 
mours, ananxiety and diftatte of things prefent, an impotency to 
do as informer times : Wifdom is too noble to be ferved with fuch 
othcers. To wax old isnot to wax wife, nor to take away viccs, 
but to change them into worfe. Old age condemneth pleafure, but 
it is becaufe it cannot tafte or relifh it aright, like Afops dog, it 
faith it will none of it, butit isbecanfe it cannot joy in it; for ol 
age leaveth not pleafure properly, but pleafure difdains old age + for 
it is always wanton and {porting ; and it is no reafon that im- 
potency fhould corrupt judgment, which fhould in youth know 
vice in pleafure 3 and, in old age, pleafiure in vice. The vices of 
youth are temerity, indifcrect forwardnefs, and unbridled. liberty, 
and over-greedy defireof pleafure , which are natural things pro- 
ceeding from the heat of the blood and natural vigour, and there- 
fore the more excufable 5 but the vices of old age are far otherwife. 
The lighter are a vain and frail protervity, an envious pratling, un- 
fociable humours, ftperftition, care to get riches , even then when 
the ule of them islott, a fottifhavarice, and fear of death, which 
proceedcth properly, not from the want of {pirit and courage, as 
they fay, but becaufe old men are long acquainted, and as it were 
cockered in this world, whercby their affections are knit unto it, 
whichis not in young’mén : but befides thefe they are envious, fro- 
ward, unjuft: but that which is moft fottifh and ridiculous in them, 
is that they would not only be reverenced, but feared, and therefore 
they put upon them an auttere look and difdainful, thinking there- 
by to extort fear and obedience : but they are therein much decei- 
ved, for this ftately and furious gefture is received of youth with 
nockery and laughter, being practifed only to blind their ee 
ant 
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and of purpofe to hide and difguife the truth of things. There are 
in old age fo many faults on the one fide, and fo many impotencies 
on the other, and therefore fo fit for contempt, that the beft way to 
compafs their defires, is love and affection ; for command and fear 
are no longer fit arms for them. It ill befits them to make them~ 
{elves to be feared : and though they could do it, yet love and ho~ 
nour is a fairer purchafe. 























The fourth Confideration of Man, moral, by his 
Manners, Humours, Conditions, very live- 


ly and notable. 
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le the defcriptions, the wife and {uch as have taken greatef 
pains in the ftudy of humane knowledge, have given unto 

men, {eemal] to note in man four things: Vanity, Weaknels, In- 
conftancy, Mifery, calling him the f{poil of times, the play-game 

of Fortune, the image of inconftancy , the example and {pectacle 

of infirmity, the ballance of envy and mifery, a dream, a phanta- 

fie, afhes, a vapour, a morning-dew, a flower that prefently fadeth 

and withereth, a wind, grafs, a bladder, or bubble, a fhadow, 
leaves of trees carried with the wind, unclean feed in his begin- 
ning, a {ponge of ordures, a fack of miferies in his middleage, a 
ftench, a.meat for worms in hisend ; and to conclude, the moft 
miferable and wretched thing in the world. Fob, one of the moft 
fufficient in this matter, as well in the practice and contemplation 
thereof, hath welland at large defcribed him, and after him, So/o- 

mon, intheirbooks. ‘Tobe fhort, Pliny{eemeth very properly to 

have deciphered him, in calling him the moft miferable, and yet 

the moft arrogant creature in the world. Solum ut certum fit ni- 
hileffe certz, nec miferins quicquam bomine aut fuperbius : That it 
only certain, that there i nothing certain, neither any thing mere 
proud, and miferable then man. By the tirftword ( miferable ) he 
comprehendeth all thofe former defcriptions, and as much as well 

i the reft have faid; but by the other (the moft proud) he toucheth 
Oil another chief point very important : and hefeemeth in thele two 
aii words to have uttered whatfoever can be faid.. Thefe are thofe 
two 








































Vanitf. 


two things, that feem to hurt and hinder one the other, Mifery and 
Pride, Vanity and Prefmption. Sce then how ftrange and mon- 
ftrous a patch-coat man 1s. 

Forafmuch as man is compofed of two diverfe parts, the foul and 
the body, it isa matter of difhculty well to defcribe him entire, in 
his perfection and declining ftate. Some refer unto the body what- 
foever ill can be fpoken of man they make him an excellent crea- 
ture, and, in regard of his fpirit, extol himfelf above all other crea~ 
tures 3 but, on the other fide, whatfoever is ill, either in man, or in 
the whole world, is forgot and proceedeth from the fpirit of man, 
and init there is far more vanity, inconftancy, mifery, prefumption, 
then in the body,wherein there is little matter of reproach in refpect 
of the fpirit, and therefore Democrits calleth it a world of hidden 
miferies, and Plutarch proveth it in a book written of that fubject. 
Now let us confider man more according to the life, then hereto- 
fore we have done, and pinch him where it itcheth not, referring, 
all to thefe five heads, Vanity, Weakyefs, Inconftancy, Mifery, and 
Prefumption, which are his more natural and univerfal qualities, but 
the two latter touch him more nearly. Again, there are fome 
things common to many of thefe five, which a man knows not to 
which to attribute it, and efpecially, imbecillity and mifery. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 
1. Vanity. 


7 Anity is the moft effential and proper quality of humane Na- 
ture. There is nothing fo much in man, be it malice, infeli- 
city, inconttancy, irrefolution (and of all thefe there is always abun- 
dance ) as bafe feeblenefs, fortifhneds, and ridiculous vanity: and 
therefore Democritus met better with it, with a kind of difdain of 
humane condition, mocking and laughing at it, then Heraclitus, 
that wept and tormented himfelf, whereby he gave fome teftimony, 
that he made fome account thereof; and Diogenes who {corned 
it, then Zimow that hater and flyer of the company of men. 
Pindarus hath expreffed it more to the life then any other, by the 
two vaineft things in the world, calling it the dream of a fhadow, 
guas dyae ardeomO- 
This is that, that both wrought in the wifeft fo great a contempt 


of man, that hearing of fome great defignment and honourable 
enterprife, 


mt 


¥a 





























26 
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Care for time 


Vanttye 
enterprife, and judging it fuch, were wont neverthelefs to fay, that 
the World was not worthy a mans labour and pains, ( fo anfwered 
Statilus to Brutus, talking with him about the confpiracy againft 
Cefar)and thata wife man fhould do nothing but for himfelf, for 
it isnot reafon that wife men, and wifdom fhould put themfelves 
in danger for fools. | 

This vanity is fhewed and expreffed many ways, and after a di- 
verfe manner 5 firft in our thoughts and private imaginations, 
which are many times more than vain, frivolous, and ridiculous, 
wherein neverthelefs we {pend much time, and yet perceive it not. 
Weenter into them, we dwellin them, and we come forth again in- 
{enfibly, which isa double vanity, and great forgetfulnefs of our 
felves. One walking ina Hall, confidereth how he may frame his 
paces after a certain fafhion upon the boards of the floor: another 
difcourfeth in his mind, with much timeand great attention, how 
he fhould carry himfelf if he werea King, a Pope, or fome other 
thing, that he is aflured can never come to pafs ; and fo he feedeth 
himtelf with wind, yea lets then wind, that neither is, nor ever 
fhall bee Another dreameth how he fhall compofe his body, his 
countenances, his geftures, his fpeech after an affected fafhion, and 
pleafeth himfelf therein, as with athing ‘that. wonderfully becomes 
him,and that every man fhould take delightin. But what a vanity 
and fottifh weaknefs in our defiresis this, that brings forth beliets 
and hopes far more vain? And all this falleth out, not only when 
we have nothing to do, when we are {wallowed up with idlene(s, 
but many times in the midit of our moft neceffary affairs : fo natural 
and powerful is vanity, that it robbcth and plucketh ont of our 
hand the truth, folidity, and fubftance of things, and fills us with 
wind, yea with nothing. 

Another more fottifh vanity, is a troublefom care of what 
fhall here fall out when we are dead. We extend our defires and 
affeCtions beyond our felves, and our being 5 we would provide 
that fomething fhould be done unto us, when we know not what is 
done unto.us; we defireto be praifed after our death : what great- 
ex vanity? It is not ambition, as it feemeth, and a.man may 
think it, for that is the defire of a {enfible and perceptible honour : 
if this praife of our felves when we are gone, might any way pro- 
fit either our children, our parents, or our friends. that furvive us, 
it were wel], there were fome benefit, though not: to our felves 5 
but to defire that as a good, which fhall no way touch us, nor be- 
neht 


































































Vanity. 
nefit others, is a meer vanity, like that of thofe who fear their 
wives will marry after their departure 5 and therefore they defire 
them with great paflion to continue unmarried, and bind them by 
their wills fo to do, leaving unto them a great part of their goods 
upon that condition. This is a vanity, and many times injultice. 
It was contrariwife a commendable thing in thofe great men in 
times paft, which, dying, exhorted their wives to marry {peedily 
for the better increafe of the Common-wealth. Othexs ordain, 
that for the love of them, and for their fakes, a friend keep fuch 
and {uch athing, or that he do this or that unto their dead bodies, 
which rather fheweth their vanity, then doth any good to foul or 
body: 

See here another vanity, we live not but by relation unto ano- 
ther; wetake not fo much care what we are in our felves in effect 
ana tiwth, as what we arc in the publick knowledge of men; in fuch 
fort, that we do many times deccive and deprive our felves of our 
own goods and commodities, and torment our felves, to frame 
our outward appearances to the common opinion. This is true, 
not only.in outward things, and fuch as belong to the body, and 
the expence and charge of our means, but alfo in the goods of the 
{pirit, which feem unto us to be without fruit, if others enjoy them 
not, and they be not produced to the view and approbation of 


firangers. _ 
Our vanity is not only in our fimple thoughts, defires, and_dif- 


113 


courfes, but it likewife troubleth, fhaketh, and tormenteth both WVe erie of 
{oul and body. Many times men trouble and torment themifelves, the spirit, ” 


more for light occafions and matters of no moment, then for the 
greateft and moft important affairs that are. Our foul is many 
times troubled with {mall phantafies, dreams, fhadows, foolerics, 
without body, without fubject, it is intangled and molefted with 
choler, hatred, forrow, joy, building caftles in Spain. The remem- 
brance of a farewel of fome'particular grace or action, afflicteth 
us more then a whole difcourfe of a matter of greater importance. 
The found of names and certain words pronounced with a piti- 
ful voice, yea with fighs and exclamations, pierceth even to the 
guick, as Orators and Players, and others. that fell wind and 
{moak, do well know and praétife, And this wind catcheth 
and carrieth away many times men that are moft conftant and 
fetled, if they fand not upon their guard: fo puiffant is vanity 
over men. And not only light and little things do fhake pe 
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Vanity. 


trouble us, but alfo liesand impoftures, even thofe we know to be 
{uch (a ttrange thing) in fuch fort, that we take pleafure to deceive 
our {elves in good earneft, to feed our phantafies with tales, with 
nothing. Ad fallendum nofmetipfos ingeniofifimi fumus: We are. 
wife to deceive our felves s witnels they that weep and afflict them- 
felves hearing a relation, or fecing a Tragedy, which they know 
tobe an invention made for delight, even of thofe things that 
never were. I could tell you-of one that was fo befotted, that he 
died for one whom he knew'to be foul, old, detormed, not becaufe 
he loved her, but becaule fhe was well painted, and plaiftered or 
coloured with other impoftures, though he always knew them to be 
fich. 

Let uscome from the particular vanity of every particular man 


+ and itt his common life, to fee how much this vanity is tyed to the na- 
effices of cour- ture of man, not only as a private and perfonal vice. 


What va- 
nity and lof$ of time is there in thofe vilitations, falutations, con- 
gies, and mutual entertainments, thofe offices of courtefie, ora- 
tions, ceremonies, offers, praifes, promiles ? How many hyperbo- 
lical fpeeches, hypocrifics , and impoftures are there in the fight 
and knowledge of all, both of thote that give them, that receive 
them, that hearof them! infomuch that it feemeth to be amatch 
and market made together, to mock, lye, and deceive one ano- 
ther. And that which is worth all the reft, he that knowsthat a 
man doth impudently lye unto him, miuft yet give him thanks 5 and 
he that knows that when he lyes he is not believed, fets a bold face 
upon the matter, attending and obferving one the other, who fhall 
firft begin and end 5 when they could both be content they were 
both afunder. What inconveniences doth man endure? He feign- 
eth, counterfeiteth , difguifeth himfelf; he endureth heat, cold, 
troubleth his reft, affli€teth his life for thofe courtly vanities, and 
leaveth his weighty affairs for the wind. We are vain at the 
charge of our own cafe, yea of our health and of our life. The ac- 
cidents and the lighter things trample under foot the fubltance, and 
the wind carrieth the body, fo much is’ mana flave to vanity : and 
he that willdo otherwife, fhall be held for a fool, and a man that 
underftands not the world. It is dexterity well to play this Come- 
dy, and folly, not tobe vain. Being entred into fpeech and fami- 
liar difcourle, how many vain and unprofitable, fatfe, fabulous tales 
are there (not to fay wicked and pernicious, which are not of this 
count ) how many vaunts and vain boaftings! Man defireth and 
delighteth 




















































7AnitY» 
delighteth to {peak of himfelf, and that which is his, and if he think 
he have cither done, or faid, or poffefs any thing that is worthy efti- 
mation, he is not at eafe until he hath uttered it, and made it known 
unto others : whena commodity firft cometh, he entreth into an 
account thereof, he valuethit, he raifeth the price, nay he will not 
{eem to attend his commodity, though he feck it with induftry 5 
and then to hear what the f{peech of the people is abroad, he thrutts 
himfelf into company, and it tickleth him at the heart to hear his 
happy fuccefs {poken of, and that men efteem of him the more, and 
of what‘he eftcems.. 

But better to make known what credit and command this vani- 
ty hath over the nature of man, let us call to mind that the great- 
eft alterations of the world, the moft gencral and fearful agita- 
tions of States and Empires, Armies, Battels, Murthers have mfen 
from light, ridiculous and vain caufes, witnels the Wars of Troy 
and Greece, of Silla and Murins, Cefar and Pompey, Auguftus 
and Anthony. The Poets fignifie as much, when they fet all Greece 
and Afia on fire for an Apple. The firft occafions and motives 
arife of nothing, afterwards they grow and increafe : a teftimo- 
ny of the vanity and folly of man. Many times the accident doth 
more then the principal, the leffer circumftances touch more to the 


¥ 


Publick and 
univerfal agia 


tations, 


quick then the greatett, nay the caufes and fubjects themfelvess. 


The Robe of Cefar troubled Rome more then his death did, or 
thofe two and twenty ftabs with a Poinard that were given 
him. 

Laftly, the crown and perfection of the vanity of man is fhew- 
ed, in that which he moft affeteth and. feeks after 5 he pleafeth 
himfelf, and placeth his whole felicity in thofe vain and frivolous 
goods, without which he may well and commodioufly live, and 
takes not that care that he fhould forthe true and effential : his 
chance is wind, his whole good nothing but opinion and dreams, 
wherein he ismatchlef$. Ged hath all good things in effence, all 
evil in underftanding 5 man quite contrary poffeffeth his good 
things by phantafie, his evil in effence. Beafts content not, nor feed 
themfelves with opinions and phantafies, but with that which ts 
prefent, palpable, and in verity. 
as his proper part and condition 5 he returns, he ftixs, he hunts up. 
and down, he catcheth a fhadow, he adoreth the wind, he flyes, 
he dyes, and a moat at the laft is the hire of his days work 5°Vas 


nitati creaiura fubjedia eft etiam nolens, univerfa vanitas omnis 
home 


8. 
Felicity and 
contentment. 


Vanity hath been given.anto man. 
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Debility and Infirmity. 
homo vivens : Every creature & fubjett to vanity, even againft bis will, 
and all men living are but vanity. 


CHAP. XXXVIL 
Debility or Infirmity. 


Ehold here the fecond head of this Confideratifon and hu- 
mane knowledge : for how fhould vanity be other then ‘frail 
and feeble ? This weaknefs is confcffed, and proved by all that ac- 
count many things eafic to be underftood of all, but is not taken 
to be fuch in thote things it fhould, as in fiich wherein a man feem- 
eth to be moft ftrong, and leaft weak, in defirmg, poffefling, and 
ufing, thofe things that he hath and holdeth, and in every go 
and evil; and to be fhort, in fuch wherein he glorieth moft, where- 
inhethinketh to excel others, and to be fomething. Thefe are 
the true teftimonies of his weaknefs : but we fhall fee this better 
apart. 
Firft, touching defire, a man cannot fetle his contentment ia 


In defiring and any thing, no not his own defire and imagination. Itisnot in our 


chufing. 


power to chufe what we fhould , and whatfoever we have defired 
or obtained, it fatishes us not: but we go bleating after things un- 
known and to come, becaufe things prefent content us not, and we 
more efteem of things abfent. If one fhould put a man to his own 
choice, make him his own carver, it is not in his power fo to chufe, 
as that he repent not his choice, or which he will not add unto, or 
take from, or alter fome way or other 5 for he defires that which he 
knows not how toexprefs : and at the laft nothing can content 
him, but he is angry, and falleth out with himfelf. 

The weaknefs of man doth more appear, and is greater in the 


In paffing and pofleflion and ufe of things, and that divers ways: firft; in that 


ufing. 


he cannot make ufe of any thing in its own purity and fimple na-~ 
ture; but he muft difguife, alter, and corrupt them, before he can 
accommodate them to his ufé : the elements, metals, and all things 
elfe in their own nature are not fit for uf@. Good things, delights, 
and pleafures cannot be enjoyed without fome mixture of evil and 
difeommodity 3 Medio de fonte leporum furgit amari aliquid, quod 
in ipfis floribus angat : Even from amidf the fountains of delights 
do arife always fome bitternefs, which even in the height of pleafure 
do annoy. The higheft pleafure that is, hath a figh and a complaint 
to accompany it; and being come to perfection, is but debility, a 
dejeCtion 
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Debility or Infirmity. 

dejection of the mind, languifhment. And extremeand full con: 

tentment hath more moderate feverity, then wanton delight: Ipfz 
Felicitas, fe nifi temperat, premit: Felicity it felf, unlefsit temper it 
felf; vexeth. And therefore it was well faid of him, that God fells 
unto us whatfoever good thing he fends-us: that is to fay, That he 
giveth nothing unto us purely good, but that we buy it at the fcales 
with an addition of fome evil to make up weight. So likewife for- 
row isnever pure, without the alliance of fome pleafure; Labor vo- 
luptafque diffimillima natura, focietate quadam naturali inter fe 
Sunt junitas eft quedam flere voluptas: Labour and pleafure, though 
in Nature moft unlike, yet by a certain natural fociety, they are link- 
ed together, fo that even to weep is acertain delight. So all thingsin 
this world are mingled and compounded with their contraries : 
thofe motionsand wrinkles in the vifage that ferve to laugh, ferve 
to weep, as Painters teach us: and we fee that the extremity of 
laughter is mingled with tears. There is no good thing in us, that 
hath not fome vicious tincture with it: Ommnes juftitie noftre funt 
zanquam pannus menfiruate: All our righteoufnefs is as a menftruons 
eloth, as anon fhall be fhewed in his due place; nor no evil with- 
out fome good: Nullam fine authoramento malum eft : There is no 
fin without punifoment. Mifery it felf always ferves to fome end: 
for there is no evil without good, no good in man without evil : 
all ismingled, and there is nothing pure in our hands. Secondly, 
whatfoever happeneth unto us, we take and enjoy with an ill hand; 
our tafte is unrefolved and uncertain, it knows not how to hold 
and poffcfs any thing aftera good manner: and from thence f{prang 
that undetermined queftion of the foveraign good. The better things 
many times in our hands, by our infirmities, vice, infufiiciency, are 
made worfe, are corrupted, become nothing, are unprofitable unto 
us, yea fometimes hurtful and contrary. ~ 

But humane imbecillity is more richly difplayed in good and 


evil, in virtue and vice: hence it is, that man cannot be, when it ya good dy evil. 


feems good unto himfelf, either wholly good, or wholly wicked, 
but he hath his weaknefs, his impotencies in them both. Touch- 
ing virtue, three points are to be confidered: the firft is, that it is 
not in the power of man todo all good, to put in praGice all vir- 
tue 5 infomuch that many virtues are incompatible, and cannot be 
all together, at Jeaftin one and the fame fubje4, as filial or maiden- 
ly continency and vidual, which are wholly different; the married 
and unmarried eftate; the two {ccond of widow-hood & marriage, 
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Debility or Infirmity. 
being more painful and bufie, and having more difhculty and virtue 
than the two firft, of virginity and the unmarried eltate, which 
have more purity, graceand eafe: Virgo felzcior, vidua laboriofior = 
in illa gratia, inifta virtws coronatue : the Virgin i the happier, the 
Widow the more-painful, inthe former grace, in the latter virtue is 
crowned. That conftancy which is in poverty, want, adverlity, and 
that which is in abundance and profperity ; patience in beggery and 
liberality. And this is more true in vices, which are oppolite one 
againft the other. 

The fecond point is, That many times a man cannot perform 
that, which belongs to one virtue, without the {candal and offence 
either ofanother virtue,or of it felf; infomuch that they hinder one 
the other: whereby it comes to pafs, that a man cannot fatishe the 
one, but at the charge of the other; which we mutt not attribute 
unto virtue, or think that the virtues crofs and contrary one ano- 
ther; for they agree well enough; but unto the weaknefs of our 
humane condition, all the fufliciency and induftry thereof being fo: 
fhort and fo feeble, that it cannot find any certain univerfal and: 
conftant rule, whereby to make an honeft man: and fuch order can- 
not be taken, but that the means to do well, do many times hin- 
der one the other. Letustake for example, Charity and Juftices 
If Lencounter my father or my friend in the wars, on the enemies 
part, in jultice Lought to kill him, butin charity I fhould {pare and 
favehim. If aman be wounded to death and paft all remedy, and 
there remained nothing but a grievous languifhing, it were a deed. 
of charity to make anend of him, ashe did that killed Sal at his 

carneft entreaty; but this charity is punifhed by juftice, ashe was 

by David, and that juftly, David being the minifter of publick ju- 

ftice, not private charity: yea to be found neer unto.a man in fuch, 
a cafe, in a f{ufpicious place, and where there is doubt of the murder- 
er, althfough he be there to perform fome office of humanity, is ve- 
xy dangerous; and the beft thing that can happen unto him, is to: 
be called into queftion, and put to anfwer to.that accident, where=. 
of he isinnocent; So that we fee that juftice doth not only offend 
charity, but it hampereth and hindereth it felf: and therefore it 
was very well faid, and truly, Summum jus, fumma injuria: Ex> 
ereme right , extreme wrong. 

The third point and the moft notable is, that a man is conftrain- 
ed many times to ufe bad means for the better avoidance of fome 
great evil, or the execution of what is good,in fuch fort that nes mutt: 
mMe~ 









































Debility or Infirmity, 119 
fometimes approve as lawful, not only thofe things that are not 

good, but that are ftark naught; asifto be good, it were neceflary 

to be fomewhat wicked. And this is feen inevery thing, in Policy, 

Fuftice, Verity, Religion. 

In Policy, how many evils are there permitted, and publickly 
ated, not only by connivance or permiifion, but alfo by the ap- Pa 
probation of the laws themfelves? as fhall hereafter be faid in his 
due places Ex Senatusconfultw & plebifcitis fcelera exercentur : 

Crimes are committed by the decrees of the Senate, and-approbations 

of the people. Todisburden a State or Common-wealth, cither of 

too great a number of people, orof fuch as are inflamed witha 

defire of wars, which the ftate, like a body replete with bad or | 
| 





abundant humours, cannot bear, it isthe mauner to fend them elfe- 
where, and to eafe themfelves at the charge or difeafe of another. 
As the French, Lombards, Goths, Vandals, Tartarians, Turks have 
been accuftomed todo. Toavoida civil war, itis the mannerto | 
entertain a ftrange war. To inftruct others in the virtue of Tempe~ | 
rance, Lycurgus caufed the Ilotes their fervants to be made drunk, 
that by the ugly deformity of their {uperfluous inundation, others 
might grow into an horror and deteftation of that fin. The Romans 
to prepare their people to valour, anda contempt of the dangers of 
death, ordained of purpofe thofe furious fpectacles of the Fencers, 
which at the firlt they ordained for offenders; afterwards for flaves | 
or fervants, but innocents; and laftly for free-men that gave them-~ i 
{elves thereunto. Brothel-heufes in great Cities, xfdries, divorces, | 
tinder the law of Mofes, and in divers other nations, and religions, 
have been permitted for the better avoiding of great mifchiets, Ad 
duriticm cordis eorum: For the hardnefs of mens hearts. {| 
In Fuftice, which cannot fubfift, cannot be executed, without the _. 8 | 
mixture of fome wrong, not only juftice commutative, for that is #5 
not ftrange 5. it is after a fort neceffary, and men could not live and 
traffick together, without mutual damage, without offence, and 
the laws allow of the lofs which is under the moyety of the juft | | 
price. But alfo juftice diftributive as it {elf confeffeth, Summrim jis, 
) 
| 

















Summa injuria, & omne magnum exemplum habee aliquid ex iniquo, Bie 
quod contra fingulos utilitate publica rependitur: Extreme right is | ik 
extreme wrong, and all great examples have fome injuftice which 
for the common good is prattifed againjt all: Plato alloweth, and it is 
not againft the law, by deceits and falfe hopes of favour and pardon, 
to draw the offender to confefS his fault. This is by injuftice, deccit 
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Of Tortures. 
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Verity. 


Debility or Infirmity. 
and impudency todo jultice. And what fhould we fay of the in- 
vention of tortures, which is rather a proof of patience, then verity ? 
For, both he that can fufter them and cannot, will conceal the truth. 
For, why thould grief caufe a man rather to {peak that whichis, 
then that whichis not ? If a man think that aminnocent is patient 
enough to endure torments, why thould not he that is guilty, being 
a means to fave his lite? Illa tormenta gubernat dolor, moderatur na- 
tura, cujnfque tum animi, tum corporis regit quefitor, fledit libido, 
corrumpit fpes, infirmat metus, ut in tot rerum anguftis nil veritaté 
boct relinquaturs Grief governeth thofe torments, Nature doth mode= 
rate, the fearcher both of the body and mind doth rule, lujt boreth, 
bope corrupteth, fear weakweth, fo that in fo many extremities, there 
% no place for truth. In defence hereof itis faid, that tortures do 
aftonifh and quell the guilty,and extort from hima truth; and con- 
trariwile ftrengthen the innocent: but we do fo often fee the con- 
trary that this‘may be doubted 5 and to fay the truth, it isa poor 
means full of uncertainty, full ofdoubt. What will not a man fay, 
what will he not do, to avoid fuch torment? Etenim innocentes 
mentirt cogit dolor: For grief enforceth innocents to lies in fuch fort 
that it falleth out that the Judg which giveth the torture to the end 
an innocent fhould not die, caufeth him to die an innocent, and tor- 
tured too. A thoufand and a thoufand have falily accufed their 
own heads, cither to fhorten their torments, or their lives. But in 
the foot of this account, isit not a great in juftice and cruelty to tor- 
ment and to rack a man in pieces, for that offence which is yet 
doubted of? To the end, they may not killa man without jut caufe, 
they do worfe then kill him: if he be innocent and ‘bear the punith- 
ment, whatamends is made him for his unjuft torture? He thall 
be quit ; a goodly recompence, and much reafon he hath to thank 
you. But it is the leaft evil that the weaknef$ of man could invent. 
Ifa man be weak in virtue,much more is he in verity,whether it be 
eternal and divine, or temporal and humane. That aftonifheth him 
with the lightening, and beats him down with the thunder thereof, 
as the bright beams of the Sun, the weak eyes.of the Owl: ifhe pre- 
fume to behold it,being oppreffed, he prefently fainteth; Qui feru- 
sator eft majeftatis, opprimetur & gloria : The curious fearcher of Gods 
majefty frall be oppreffed by bis glory : in fuch fort, that to give him- 
felf fome breath, fome tafte, he mutt difguife, temper, and cover it, 
with fome fhadow or other. This, that is, humane verity, offendeth 
and woundeth him, and he that fpeaks it, is, Many: times hol- 
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Debility or Infirmity. 
holden for an enemy : Veritas odinm parit, Truth breedeth hatred. 
It isa ftrange thing, man defireth naturally to know the truth and 


toattain thereunto, he removeth all lets whatfoever, and yet he- 


cannot attain it, ifitbe prefent : he cannot apprehend it, if he ap- 
prehend it, heis offended with it. The fault is not in the trath, 
for that is always amiable, beatiful, worthy the Kmowledg ; but 
it ishumane imbecillity that cannot endure the {plendour thereof. 
Man is ftrong enough to defire, but too weak to receive and hold 
what he defireth. The two principal means, which he ufeth to at- 
tain to the knowledg of truth, are reafon and experience. Now both 
cof them are fo -fecble and uncertain (though expcrience the more 
weak) that nothing certain can be drawn from them. Reafon hath 
fo many forms, is{fo pliable, fo wavering, as hath been faid, and 
experienced much more, the occurrents are always unlike; there is 
nothing fo.univerfal in Nature, as diverlity, nothing fo rare and dif- 
ficult,and almoftimpoffible, as the likencfs and fimilitude of things: 
and ifa man cannot note this diflimilitude, it 1s ignorance andweak- 
nef; I mean this perfect, pure, and entire fimilitude, and diiflimili- 
tude: for.to fay the truth, they are both whole and entire, there is 
no one thing, that is wholly like or diflike toanother. This is an in- 
genious and marvellous mixture of Nature. 

But after all this, what doth better difcover this humane imbe- 


Chap.t 4. 


10. 


cillity than Religion? yea, the very intention thereof, is to make Religion. 


man feel his own evil, hisinfirmity, his nothing, aud to mike him 
to reccive from God his good, his ttrength, his all things. Firft, 
it preacheth it unto him, it beats it into our memory, it reproach- 
‘eth man, calling him duft, afhes, earth, flefh, bloud, grafts. Af 
terwards itinfinuateth it into him, and makes him feel it after an 
excellent and goodly fafhion, bringing in God himfclf, humbled, 
weakned, debafed for the love of him, fgeaking, promifing, {wear- 
ing, chiding, threatning: and to be brief, converfing and work- 
ing with a man after a bafe, feeble, humane manner, like a father 
that counterfeits his {peech, and plays the child with his children. 
The weaknefs of man being fuch, fo great, fo invincible, that to give 
it fome accefs.and commerce with theDivinity, and to unite it un- 
to God, it was neccflary that God fhould debafe himfelf to the ba- 
{eft: Deus quia in altitudine (ua nobis parvuly apprebendi nox pote- 
rat,ideo fe ftravit bominibus : God becaufe in bis height he could not be 
apprehended by us little ones, did humble himff to men. Again, it 
makes him fee his own weaknefs by ordinary ctlects; for all the prin- 
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Debility ov Infirntity. 
cipal'and holieft exercifes, the moft folemn actions of religion, are. 
they not the true fymptoms and arguments of humane imbecillity 
and ficknefs? Thole facrifices that in former times have been ufed 
thorowout the world, and yet in fome countries continue, not 
only of beafts, but alfo of living men, yea of innocents, were they 
not fhameful farks of humane infirmity and mifery? Firft, be-. 
caufe they were figns and {ymbols of his condemnation and male- 
diGtion ( for they were as publick proteftations, that he had defer- 
ved death, and to be {acrificed as thofe beafts were ) without which 
there had never been any bloudy offerings, propitiatory and “ex~- 
piatory facrifices. Secondly, becaufe of the bafencfs of the purpofe 
and intent, which was to think to appeafe, flatter, and gratifie God: 
by the maffacre and bloud of beafts; and of men; Sanguine non 
colendys Deus: qua. enim ex trucidatione immerentinum voluptas eft * 
God is not worfbipped with bloud :: for what pleafure can there be 
in foedding innocent blond? It is true, that God in thofe firft ages, 
yet the feeble intancy of the world, and Nature remaining fimple, 
did well accept of them at the hands. of religious men, even for. 
their devotion, or rather Chrift his fake: Refpexit Dominus ad A- 
bel, & ad munera jus: God had refpeét to Abcl, and to bis gifts, 
taking in good part that which was done, with an intent to ho- 
nour and{ferve him; and alfo afterwards, the world being as yet 
in its apprentifhip, ub pedagoga, was wholly féafoned in this o- 
pinion fo univerfal, that it was almoft thought Natural. Itouch 
not here that particular myftery of the religion of the Jews, who 
ufed them for figure ( thatisa point that belongs to religion ) and 
with whom it was.common to convert that which was humane, 
or natural and corporal, toa holy and facred ufe, and to gather 
from thence a fpiritual fruit. But this was not becaufe God took 
pleafiire in them, nor becaufe it was by any reafon in it felf good: 
witnefs the Prophets, and the cleareft lighted amongft them, who 
have always freely faid; Si voluiffes, facrificium dediffem, utique 
holocauftis non delectaberis, facrificium & oblationem noluifti, bolo- 
cauftum pro peccato non poftulafti, non accipiam de domo tna vitulos, 
rc. If thou. wouldet have facrifice, Thad given it thee, but thon 
delightet not in burnt offerings, neither wilt thou bave any facrifice, 
or oblation, nor requireft any burnt offering for fin, Iwill not receive 
the calues from thy boufe, éc. Andhave called backand invited 
the world to another facrifice more high, fpiritual, and worthy the 
Divinity 5 Sacrificinm Deo {piritus ;. aures antem perforafti mibi,t 
ace- 
















































Debility or Infirmity. 
Facerens voluntatem tnam, & legemtnam in medio cordis mei: _Immo~ 
La Deo facrificiam laudu: Mifericordiam volo, non facrificiam: The 
Spirit is a Sacrifice to God, thou haft beared mine ears, to the end I 
might do thy will, and keep thy lam in the midt of mybeart : Offer 
unto God the facrifice of praife and thanksgiving : I will have mercy and 
not facrifice. At the latt, the Son of God, the Doctor of Truth, be- 
ing come to fecure and free-denize the world, did abolith them 
wholly ; which he had not done, if it had been a thing init felf and 
effentially good, and that it had pleafed his father: tor contrarily 
Pater non tales querit, fed tales qui adovent in fpiritu © veritate : 
My Father doth not feek fuch, but thofe that worfhip him in fpirie 
and truth. And to fay the truth, it is one of the godlicft etiects 
and fruits of Chriftianity after the abolition of Idols. And there- 
fore Fulian the Emperour, his capital enemy, as in defpight 
of him, offered more facrifices than ever any other did in the 
world, attempting to fet them up again with Idolatry. Where- 
fore let us here leave them, and let usfee thofe other principal paits 
of Religion. 


The Sacraments ina matter bafe and common bread and wine, Fo cera 


and an outward action as bafe, are they not teftimonies of our po- 
verty and bafenefs ? Repentance, the univerfal remedy of our ma- 


ladies, is a thing in it felt fhameful, feeble, yea evil: for to repent, Repentance, 


tobe forry, toafHiGt the {pirit, is evil; though by confequent it be 


ood. An oath,what is it, but a fymptom and fhameful mark of di- An oath. 


{truft, infidelity, ignorance, humane infirmity, both in him that re- 
quiresit, that gives it, that ordains it? Quod amplius eft, a malo eft : 
That which is mores from the devil. See then how religion healeth 
our evils by means not only {mall and feeble, our weaknefs fo re= 
quiring: Siulta & infirma mundi elegit Deus: God hath chofen the 
foolifh and fimple of the world; buat fuchas by no meansare of any 
value, norare good in themfelves, but good in that they ferve and 
are employed againft evil, as medicines are: they {prang from an 
. Wcaufe, yet they drive away. ill: they are good as gibbets aud 
wheelsare in a Common-wealth, as vomits and other difcharges 
proceed from ill caufesy are to the body :. to be brief, they are tuch 
good things, as that it had been far better we had never had them 5 
and never had we had them, if man had been wife, dnd preferved 
himifclf in that eftate whercin God had placed him; neither fhall 
he have them any more,fo foon as he is delivered from this captivi- 


ty, and arrived to his perfection. 
K 4. All 
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iI. 
In evil. 


12 
Reprehenfions 
amd repulfes. 





Debility or Tnfirmity. : 
All this fheweth how great this humane weaknefs_is to -any- 


‘thing that is good, in Policie, Juftice, Verity, Religion toward 


God, but that which is morefitange is; that this weaknefs is as 
great In what is evil: forman; though he be willing to be wicked, 
et he cannot be wholly fich, but when he hath done his worft, 
there will be more todo. There is always fome remorfe and fear- 
ful confideration, that mollifieth the will, and maketh it relent, 
and ftill referveth fomething, to be done s which hath been the: 
caufe of the ruine of many, although perhaps they. made it a pro-- 
jet for their fafety. This is imbecillity and fottifhment, and trom 
hence did arife that Proverb at their.coft; That a man muft not 
play the fool by halfes. A fpeech uttered with judgment; but: 
that may have both a good and ill fente. Tro fay. that aman when: 
he isoncein, muft{till proceed to worfe, and worfe, without any - 
refervation or refpeét, it is a very pernicious doctrine, and the 
Proverb faith well againft it, the fhorter folliesare the better. But 
yet in fome certain cafes, the middle way is very- dangerous; as 
when a man hatha ftrong enemy by the throat, like one that hold- 
etha Wolf by the ears, he mufteither win him altogether by cour- 
tefie, or utterly undo him and extinguifh him, which was always: 
the practice of the Romans, and that very wifely : amongf{t others, 
concerning, the Latines or Italians, at the exhortation of Camillus 3 
Pacem in perpetuum petere, vel ferviendd , vel ignofcendo: To get 
perpetual peace, either serving, or in pardoning : For in fucha cafe 
todo things by halfes, is to lofe all, as the Sammites did, who for: 
want of putting in practice that counfel given them by an old 
weather-beaten fouldier, concerning the Romans, whom they had 
then inclofed and fhut up, paid dearly for it, Aut conciliandus, aut 
tollendus hoftis: Anenemy is either to be reconciled, or made ont of the 
may. The former courie of courtefie is themore noble, honoura- 
ble and rather to be chofen; and we ought not to come to the fé-. 
cond but in extremities, and then when the enemy is not eapable 
of the tirft. By this that hath been faid, is fhewed the extreme imbe- 
cillity of man, in good and evils and that good or evil which he ei- 
ther doth, or flieth, isnot purely and entirely goodior evil: fo that 
it is not in his power to be wholly-deprived of all good, not altoge- 

ther wicked. 

Let us likewife note many other.effects and teftimonies of hu- 
mane weaknefs. It is imbecillity and pufillanimity not to date, 
or not to be able to reprehend another, or to be reprehended: he 


that. 
















































































Debility or Infirmity. 
that is feeble or couragious in the one, isfo inthe other. Now it 
isa ftrange kind of delicatenels, to deprive cither himfelf, or ano- 
ther-of fo great a fruit, for folight and verbal a wound, that doth 
only touch and pierce the ear. Near neighbour unto this itis, not 
to be able to givea denial with-reafon, nor to receive and {utter a 
repulle with patience. 

In falfe accufations and wicked fafpitions, which are done in 
place of juftice and judgment, there is double imbecillity; the one 
in thofe that are acculed aud fulpected, and that in juftitying and 
excufing themfelves too carefully, and, as. it were, ambitiouily. 
Mendax infamia terret quem nifi mendacem? Whom doth an infamous 
lie fear but alier? Thisis to betray their own innocency, to put 
their confcience and their right to comprimife and arbitrement 5 
for by fuch plea Perfpicuitas argumentatione, elevatur : Per{picuity 
by argument is. made more apparent. Socrates in judgment it felt 
would not do it, neither by himtelf, nor by another, refuting to 
ufe the learned plea of great Lyfias, and ‘chofe rather to die; the 
other isima contrary cafe, that is when the accufed is {0 couragious, - 
that he takes no care to exculé or juftifie himielf, -becaufe he fcor- 
neth the accufation and accufer, as unworthy his anfwer and jutti- 
fication, and he will not do himfelf that wrong to enter the lifts : 
this courfe hath been practifed by generous mens by Sczpzo above 
allothers, many times out of the marvellous conftaincy of his mind. - 
Now others are offended herewith, thinking it too great a conti-- 
dence and pride, and it fiingeth them, that he hath too fenfible a 
feeling of his innocency, and will not yield himfelf: or imputing 
thisfilence and contempt to the want of heart, diftruft of the law: 
and inability to juftify himfelf. O fecble humanity! the accufed or. 
{ufpected, whether. he defend or defend not himfelf, it isimbeci!- 
lity and cowardlinels. We witha man conrage to defend himfelf, 
and when he hath done it, we fhew our own weaknefs by being of- 
fended with it. ) | 

Another argument of imbecillity is, when a man ‘hall fabject 


13. 
Fale fufpitions 
and accufattons 








and addiG bimAelf to a certain’particular form of lifes this is a bafe 7777. Basia 


a 


kind of teridernefs, and efleminate delicacy, unworthy an honett 
man, and makes us unprofitable, different in converfation, and may 
be hurtful too, ina cafe where change of manners and carriage 1s 
neceflary.. Itis likewife a fhame, either not to dare; or not to be 
able todo that which he feeth every mando befides hin felf.:, Ie 
were fitteft that fuch people fhould live, and hide themfclves in 

the 














Debility Or infirmity. 
the Chimny-corner in their private honfes. The faireft form ef livs 
ing is to be pliable to all, even to excels itfeli, if need be; tobe a~ 
ble, to dare, to know how to doali things, uno yt to do nothing 
but what is good. It is good to know all, net to uf all. 

TS. It is likewife imbecillity, anda great vulyar iovuthnefs, to run 

Bae of after ftrange and Scholaitical examples, after allegations, never to 

: fetle an opinion without teltimonics in print, nor to believe men 
but fuch as aré in Books, nor truth it felf, buat {uch as is ancient. 
By this reafon, fooleries and toies, if they once pafs the Prefs, they 
have credit and dignity enough. Now there are every day many 
things done before our eyes, which if we had but the ipiric and fuf- 
ficiency well to collet, to fearch with dexterity, to judge of, and 
toapply to their time, which fhould frame and And miracles and 
-marvellous examples, which yield not in any thing to thofe of times 
paft, which we fo much admire, and therefore we admire becaufe 
they are ancient and in Print. : 

16. Again, another teftimony of weaknels is, that man isnot capa~ 
ble but of indifferent things, aud cannot endure extremities; for if 
they be {mall and in outward{hew bafe, he contemneth and dif- 
daineth them as unworthy, and itis offenfive unto him to confider 
of them: if they be very great and over {plendent, he feazs them, 

De | he admires them, andis ottended withthem. The firft doth prin- 

ae cipally concern great and high minds3 the fecond iscommon with 
thofe that are weak. 

ya 176 This weaknefs doth likewife appear in our heaxing, fight, and in 

a Sudden accut- the fudden ftroke of anew unexpected occurrent, which furprifeth 

rents. . : 

| and {eizeth upon us unawares. For theydo in fich fort aftonifh us, 

a | that they take from us, both our fenfe and {peech, 








Diriguit vifu in medio, calor offa reliquit, 

Labitur, & longo vix tandem tempore fatur : 

Stiff in our fight be grew, beat left bis bones, 

He falls, and fcarce at length breaths out thefe mones. 


Yea, fometimes life it felf:, whether they be good; witnefs that 
Roman Dame, who died for joy, {ceing her fon return fafe from 
the wars, Sopbacles and, Dionyfins the tyrant: or whether they 
| be evils: witnefs Diodorws;. who. died in the field for fhame,. be- 
Wat caufe he was not able to refolve a doubt, nor anfwer an argument. 


if 18, Yet there is another imbecillity, and it is two-fold, and after 
i Braveries and two contrary manners3. Some yield and are overcome by the tears 
Submiffions. pee 




































































Debility or Infirmity. 
and humble fupplication of another, and their courage and gal- 
lantry is wounded with their words: ot! quite contrary are not 
moved by all the fubmiffions and complair may be, but are 
rather morc obdurate and contirmed in the ancy and refoluti- 
on. There is no. doubt but the former procceds of weaknefs, and it 
is commonly found in effeminate and vulgar minds: but the fe- 
cond is not without difficulty, and is found in all forts of people. It 
fhould feem that to. yield unto virtue, and to manly and generous 
firength and vigour, is the part of a valorous and generous mind. 
It istrue, if it be done in a reverent efteem of virtue, as Svander- 
beg did, receiving into grace a fouldier whom he had feen to carry 
himfelf valorouily in fight even againft himfelf; or as Pompey did, 
pardoning the City of the Mamertians, for the virtue of Zenon a Ci- 
tizen thereof; or as the Emperour Couradus did, forgiving the 
Duke of Buviers, and others befieged with him, for the magnani- 
mity of their women, who privily conveyed them away, and took 
the danger upon their own heads. Butif it bedone witha kind of 
aftoniihment and affright of the power of virtue, asthe people of 
Thebes, who loft their hearts hearing Epaminondasthen accufed, re- 


count unto them his honourable a¢ts, and feverely reproaching them. 


with their ingratitude, it isdebility and cowardize.. The fact of 


Alexander, containing the brave refolution of Betw-taken with the. 
City of Gaza where he commanded, was neither weaknefs nor con-- 
rage, but choler, which in hin had neither bridle, nor moderation... 


CHAP..X XX VIIL- 


3+. Inconftancy» 


Min is a fubjeGt wonderfully diverfe, and wavering; upon: 


whomit is very difficult to fetle an aflured judgment, May 
a judgment univerfal and entire, by reafon of the great contraric- 
ty and difagreement of the parts of our life... The greateft part of 
our aGtions, are nothing elfe but eruptions and impultions enfor- 
ced by occafions, and that have reference to others? Irrefolution’ 
on the one part, and afterwards inconftancy and inftability, are 


the moft common and apparent vices in the nature of man. Doubt-- 


lefs our aGtions do many times fo contradict one the other, in fo 
ftrange a manner, that it {eems impoffible they fhould all come 


forthof oneand the fame fhop;, we alter and we feel it not, we 
efcape 
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128 2. Inconfiancy. 
efcapeas it were from our {elves, and we rob our felves; Ipfi nobis 
furto {ubducimur : Being ftolen as it were from our felves. We go 
after the inclinations ot our appetite, and as the wind of occafions 
carriethus, not according to realon; Az nii poteft effe equabile quod 
yon cert ratione proficifcatur : nothing canbe jujt which proceedeth 
not fromreafon. Our {piritsalfoand our humours are changed with 
the change of time. Lift is an unequal motion, irregular, of ma- 
ny fafhions. In the end we ftir and trouble our felves, by the infta~ 
bility of our behaviour. Nemzo now quotide confilium mutat Cvotum: 
modo uxorem vult, mods amicam modo regnarc vult, modo non eff ea 
officiofior feruus nunc pecuniam {pargit, nunc rapitmodo frugi videtur 
e gravis, modo prodigus & vanuss mutamus fubinde perfinam. No 
mantberets, who daily changeth not bis mind, purpofe, and defires ; 
fometimes he will have bis Wife, Sometimes a Concubine, fome- 
times be will domineer, again, no fervant more bumble and of- 
ficiousthan hes now he prodigally {pends bis own, at another time be 
violately raketh after ober mens goods 5 fometimes he would feem grave 
and tbrifiy, another time a {pend-thrift and vain, fo every moment me 
ae Gl are changed. | 
Quod petiit, {pernits repetit quod nuper amifit, 
Aijiuat, © vite difconvenit.ordine toto. 
| Scorus what be honor’d, feeks what be loft, to find, 
Swells and abates, incontant as the wind. 
“Manis a ereature of; all thofe the moft hard to be founded and 
Bi known, forhe isthe moft double and artificial covert, and coun- 
terfeit, and there are in him fo many cabinets and blind corners, 
i from whence he comes forth, fometimesa‘man, fometimes a Satyre: 
ie fo many breathing holes, from,whence he breaths fometimes heat, 
|| {ometimes cold, and from whénce comes forth fo much {moak: 
. all his carriage and motion is a perpetual race of errours; in the 
morning, to be born, in the evening to die; fometimes in the rack, 
fometimes at liberty; fometimes a god, fometimes a flic, he laughs 
| and weeps for one and the fame thing; he is content, and difcon* 
Wy tent; he will, and he willnots; andin the end hé knows not what 
ay | he will: now,he is filled with joy and gladnefs, that he‘canot ftay 
We within his own skin, and prefently he falleth out with himfelf, nay 
Bf i | dares not truft. himfelf; Modo amore noftri; modo tedio laboramus’s 
i ometimes we love, fometimes we loath our felves. 
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CHAP. xxxIx. 
4. Mifery: 


‘@r-y Fhold here the main and principal line and lineament of the pi- r. 
Gure ofa man, he is (as hath been faid) vain, fecble, frail, atifery proper 

inconftant in good, in felicity, in pleafure, but firong, conftant, #49 74% 
and hardned in miléry: he is mifery it felf quick and incarnate, 

and this is in a word to exprefs humanity, for a man is all mifery, 

and without him there is nct any in the world. — It is the property 

of a manto be miferable, only man.and all man is always-milera- 

ble. Homo natus de muliere brivi vivens tempore, repletuamultis mi- 

feriis : Man born of a woman hath but a fbort time to live, and is 

full of mifertes. He that will take upon him to reprefent unto us 

all the parts of humane mifery, had need to difcover his whole 

life, his{ubftance, his entrance, his continuance, hisend. Ido not 
therefore undertake this bufinefs, it were a work without end, and 

befides it is acommon fubjeét handled by all: but I will here only 

quote certain points which are not common, nor taken for mife- 

ries, either becaufe they are not felt, or fufticiently contidered of, 
although they be fuch as prefs man molt, if he know how to jadge. 


of them. 

~The firft point and proof of the mifery of man, is hisbirths. his- | 2 
entrance into the world is fhameful, vile, bafe, contemptible 5 hisZ@ his pikes 
departure, his death, ruine, glorious. and honourable: whereby it png at 
{eemeth that he is a monfter, and againft Nature, fince there is 
fhame in making: him, honour in detiroying hint: Noffvz xo met 
panier & pudet.: We are afoamed and repent our felves of. our 
felves: Hereot a word ortwo. Theaétion of planting and ma-. a 
king man is fhameful, and.all the parts thereof; the congredients, 
the preparations, the inftruments, and whatfoever ferves thereunto ° 
is called and accounted thaineful 5. and there is nothing more un- 
clean, in the whole Nature of man. . The action of deftroying and. 
killing him honourable, and that which ferves thereunto glorious: 
we guild it, we enrich it, weadorn our felves withit, wecarry it ; 
by our fides, in. our hands, upon our fhoulders. We difdain to 25 
xo tothe bintigeof man5. every man runs to {ee him die, whether 

it be in hisbed, or.in fome publick place, or in the field. When we 
goabout to make a man, we hide our felves, we put out the candle, 


we doit by, ftealth. It is a glory. and pomp to unmakea man, 
to 
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Forging of 
evils. 


A. Mifery. 
to killhimfelf; we light the candles to fee him die, we execute him 

at high noon, we found a trumpet, weenter the combat, and we 

flaughter him when the fun is at higheft. There is but one way to 

beget, to make aman, athoufand and a thoufand means, inven- 

tions, artsto deftroy him. There isno reward; honourorrecom- 

pence afligned, to thofe that know how to encreafe, to preferve 

humane nature; all honour, greatnefs, riches, dignities, empires, 

triumphs, trophies are appointed for thofe that know how to af- 

flict, trouble, deftroy it. The two principal men of the world, 
Alexander, and Cefar, have unmade, have flain, each ofthem (as 
Pliny reporteth) more thena million of men, but they made none, 
left none behind them, And in ancient times, for pleafure only and 

paftime, to delight the eyes of the people there was publick flaugh- 
ters, and maflacresof men made. Homo facra res per jocum & lu- 
fumocciditur : fats {pectacult in bomine mors eft: innocentesin ludum 
veniunt, ut publice voluptatis hoftie fiant : Man, though a facred thing, 
is flain even for {port and delight, death in man is {pectacle enough : 
Innocents came to the game, that they may be made the facrifices of the 
publick pleafure. There are fome nations that curfe their birth, 
blefs their death. How monftrous a creature is this, that ismade a 
horror unto himfeK ? None of all this in any othercreature, no not 
in the whole world befides. 

The fecond point and teftimony of the mifery of man, is, the 
diminifhing of his pleafure, even thofe {mall and flight ones that 
appertain unto him, (for of fuch as are great and found he is not 
capable, as hath been fhewed in his weaknefs) and the impairing 
of the number and {weetnels of them. If it be fo, that hedo it not 
for Gods caufe, whata moniter isthat? this isan enemy unto him- 
felf, robs and betrays himfelf, to whom his pleafures area burthen 
and a crofs. There be {ome that flie from health, joy, comfort, as 
from an evil thing. 

O miferi quorum gandia crimen babent ! 
O wretched man, whofe very goods are naught, . 
And whofe indifferences worfe, whofe joys have fault ? 

We are not ingenious but to our own hurt, it isthe true diet of 
the force of the {pirit. . : 

But there is yet that which is worfe, the {pirit of man is not 
only a diminifher of his joy, a trouble-teaft, and enemy to his 
{mall, natural and juft pleafures, asI mean to prove; but alfoa 
forger of thofe that are evil: it faincth, feareth, flieth, abhorreth 
as 










































4. Mifery. - 

as great mifchiefs, things that are not any way evil in themfelves, 
and in truth, which beafts themfelves fear not, but that by his 
own proper difcourfe and-imagination they are faigned to be fuch, 
as not to be advanced in honour, greatnefs, riches, as cuckoldthip, 
fterility, death: for to fay the truth, there is nothing but grief it 
felf that is evil, and which is felt. And though fome wife men 
{eem to fear thefe things, yet it is not for their own fakes, but be- 
caufe of that grief which fometimes doth accompany them after- 
wards, for many times it is a fore-runner of death, and fometimes 
followeth the lofs of goods, of credit, of honour. But take from 
thefe things grief, the reft is nothing but fantafie, which hath no 
other lodging, but in the head of man, which quitsits {elf of other 
bufinefs to be miferable; and imagineth within. his own bounds 
falfe evils befides the true, employing and extending his mifery in 


ftead of leffening and contracting it. Beafts feel not thefe evils, 


but are exempted from them, becaufe Nature judgeth them not to 
be fuch. 
As forforrow, which is the only true evil, man is wholly born 


thereunto, and it is his natural property. The Mexicanes thus He is borf to: 


137 


falute their infants coming forth of the womb of their mother : /orrow. 


Infant, thou art come into the world to fuffer: endure, fuffer and hold 
thy peace. That forrow is natural unto man, and contrariwife, plea- 
‘fure but a ftranger, it appeareth by thefethree reafons. Al the parts 
of man are capable of forrow, very few of delight. The parts ca- 
pable of pleafiire, cannot receive more then one or two forts, but 
all can receive the greateft number of gricfs, all different heat, cold, 
pricking, rubbing, trampling, flaying, beating, boyling, languifhing, 
extenfion, oppreffion, relaxation, and infinite others,which have no 
proper name, (toomit thofe of the foul) in fuch fort, that man is 
better able to fuffer them, then. to exprefs them.. Man hath no 
long continuance in pleafure 5 for that of the body, is like a fire of 
ftraw3. andif it could continue, it would bring with it much en- 
vy and difpleafure: but forrows are more permanent, and have 
not their certain feafons as pleafureshave. Again, the empire and. 
command of forrow is far more great, more univerfal, more pow 
erful, more durable, and (in a word) more natural, than that of 
pleafure. ¢ 
To thefe three a man may add other three: Sorrow and grief 
is more frequent, and falls out often, pleafureisrare. Evil comes 


eafily of itfelf, without fecking 3, Pleafure never comes willingly, af 
mak 
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muftbe fought after, and many times we pay more for it themit is 
worth. Pleafureisnever pure, but always diftempered, and ming- 
Jed with fome bitternefs, and there is always fomething wanting 5 
but forrow and griefis many times entire and pure. After all this, 
the worftof our market, and that which doth evidently thew the 
mifery of our condition, is, that the greateft pleafures touch us not 
fo neer, as the lightett griefs. Segniits bomines bona, quam mala 
fentiunt : men more flowly feel that whichis good, thenthat which is 
‘evile We feelnot{o much our foundeft health, as the leaft, malady 
that is: Pangit in cute vix fumma violatum plagula corpus, quando 
valere nil quenquam movet. 

It is not enough that man be indeed and by Nature miferable,and 


By memsry and befides true and fubftantial evils, he fain and forge falfe and fan< 
anticipation. taftical, as hath been faid; but he muft likewife extend and lengthen 


them, and caufe both the tre and falfe to endure, and live longer . 
then they can, fo avarous is he of mifery; which he doth divers * 
ways. Firft, bythe remembrance of what is paft, and the antici- 
pation of what is to come, fo that we cannot tail to be miferable, 
fince that thofe things which are principally good in us, and where=. 
of we glory moft, are inftruments of mifery. Futuro torquemur 
e preterito, multa bona noftra nobis nocent, timoris tormentum me- 
moria reducit, providentia anticipat, nemo prefentibus tantum mifer 
eft: We are tormented with that which is pat, and with that which 
is to come, even our own goods do barm us, memory reduseth the 
torment of fear, providence anticipateth, no man is miferable only 
by things prefent- It isnot enough to be miferable, but we muft 


-increafe it by a continual expectation before it come, nay feek it, 


and provoke it tocome, like thofe that kill themfelves with the 
fearof death; that isto fay, eitherby curiofity or imbecillity, and 
vain apprehenfion to preoccupate evils and inconveniences, and to 
attend them with fo-much pain and ado, even thofe which perad- 
venture will never come neer us. Thefe kind of people will be 
miferable before their time, and doubly miferable, both by a real 
fenfe or feeling of their mifery, and by a long premeditation 
thereof, which many timesis a hundred times worfe then the evils 
themfelves. Minis afficit fenfus fatigatio, quam. cogitatio: The 
conceit of affliction, doth burt more then affliction it fof. The eflence : 
or being of mifery endureth not long, but the mind of man muft 
Jengthen and extend it, and entertain it before hand. Plus dolens 
quam necee eft, quiante dolet quam neceffe ot. Quadam magis, 
Guedam 








quedam antequam debeant , quedam cum omnino non debeant, nos 
torquent. Aut augemus dolorem, aut fugimus, ant pracipimus: 
He forroweth more then he needs, that lamenteth before he hath necd : 
Some things affiict us more then they fhould, fome before they fhould, 
Some when they fbould not at ally either we encreafe our grief, or we 
flie it, or wecommandit. Beafts do well defend themtelves from 
this folly and mifery, and are much bound to thank Nature that 
they want that {pirit, that memory, that providence that man hath. 
Cefar {aid well, that the beft death was that which was leaft pre- 
meditated. And to fay the truth, the preparation before death, 
hath been to many a greater torment, then the execution it {elf 
My meaning is not here to {peak of that virtuous and philofophi- 
cal premeditation, whichis that temper, whereby the Soul is made 
invincible, and is fortified to the proof againft all affaults and acci- 
dents, whereof we fhall {peak hereafter: but of that fearful and 
fometimes falfe and vain apprehenfion of evils that may come, 
which affli¢teth and darkeneth, asit were with fimoke, all the beau- 
ty and ferenity of the Soul, troubleth all the reft and joy thereof, 
infomuch that it were better to fuffer it {elf to be wholly furprifed. 
It is more eafie and more natural, not to think thereof at all, Bue 
letus leave this anticipation of evil, for fimply every care and pain- 
ful thought, bleating after things to come by hope, defire, fear, is a 
very great mifery. For, befides that we have not any power over 
that which is to come, much lefS over that which is paft; (and fo 
itis vanity, asit hath been faid) there doth ftill remain unto us that 
eviland damage, Calamitofus eft animus, futuri anxinss That mind 
is in a lamentable cafe, whichis troubled for future things: which 
robbeth our underftanding, and taketh from us the peaceable com= 
fort of our prefent good, and will not fuffer us to fettle and content 
our felves therein. 

But this is not yetenough. For, to the end man may never 
want matter of mifery, yea that he may always have his full, he By ie 
never ceafeth {earching and feeking with great ftudy, the caufes fearch. 
and aliments of mifery. He thrufteth himfelf into butinefs even with 
joy of heart, even fuch as when they are offered unto him, he 
fhould turn his back towards them, and either out of a mifera~ 
ble difquict of miind, or to the end he may thew himfelf to be in- 
duftrious, a man of employment and underftanding, that isa foo! 
and miferable too, heenterprifeth, movethand removeth new bu&- 
nefs, or elfe he putteth himlelf into that of other mens. To be fhort, 
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Lib, 2.cap.: 












































































8. 
By incompati- 
bility, 


he isfo ftrongly and unceffantly molelted with care, and thoughts 
not only unprofitable and fuperfluous, but painful and hurtful, tor- 
mented with what isprefent, annoyed with what is paft, vexed 
with that which is tocome, that he feemeth to fear nothing more, 
then that he fhall not be fufficiently miferable. So thata man may 
july cry out, O poor and wretched creatures that youare, how 
many evils do you willingly endure, befides thofe neceflary evils 
that Nature hath beftowed upon you! Butwhat? Mancontenteth 
him(elf in mifery, he is obftinate to raminate and continually to re- 
cal to mind his paffed evils. Complaints are common with him, 
and his own evils and forrows fecrn many times dear unto him, yea 
itisa happy thing for {mall and light occafions, to be termed the 
moft miferable of all others: Eft quadam dolendi voluptas: There is 
a certain delight in grief. Now this isa far greater mifery to be am~ 
bitioufly miferable, then not to know it, not tofeel itat all. Homo 
animal querulum, cupide {us incumbens miferiis: Man is a complain- 
ing creature, willingly yielding to bis own miferies. 

We will not account it a humane mifery, fince itisan evil com- 
mon to all men, and not tobeafts; that men cannot accommodate 
themfelves and make profit of one another, without the lofs and 
hurt, the ficknefs, folly, fin, death of one another. We hinder, wound, 
opprefé one the other in fuch manner, that the better fort even with- 
out thought or will thereunto, out of an infenfible defire, inno- 
cently thirft after the death, the evil, the pain, and punifhment ofa= 
nother. 

So that we fee man miferable, both naturally and voluntarily, in 




























Intheremedies truth and by imagination, by obligation and willingnefs of heart. 


of mifery. 


He is too miferable, and yet he fears he is not miferable enough, and 
Jaboureth to make himfelf more miferable: let us now fee how. 
When he feels any evil, and is annoyed with {ome certain mifery 
¢for he is never without many miferies that he feels not) he endea- 
voureth to quit himfelf thereof; but whatare his remedies? Truly 
fach as importune him more then the evil it felf, which he would 
cure; in fuch fort, that being willing to get forth of one mifery, he 
doth but change it into another, and perhaps into a worfe. But 
what of that? the changeit fclf, perliaps delighteth him, or at leaft 
yicldshim fome folace: he thinketh to heal one evil with ano- 
ther, which proceedeth from an opinion which the bewitched and 
miferable world holdeth: that is, That there is nothing profita- 
ble, if it be not painful: That is worth nought, that cofts no- 


thing, 

















































4. Mifery. r 2 w 
thing, yea eafe it felf is much filpeted. This doth likewife pro- ie 
ceed from an higher caufe. Itisa {trange thing but true, and which 
convicteth man to be miferable, That no evilcan be takenaway, 
but by another evil, whether it be in body orin foul. Spiritual ma- 
ladies and corporal, are not cured and chafed away, but by tor- 


ment, forrow, pain. The {piritual by repentance, watchings, falt- p was errone 
ings, imprifonments, which are truly aftlictions, and fuchas gaul ows,but correé- 


us too, notwithftanding the refolution and devotion willingly to ed. 
endure them: for if weufe them either for pleafure or prot, they 
can work no effet, but are rather exercifes of pleafure, of covetouf- 
nefs, of houfhold government, then of repentance and contrition 
ofheart. The corporal in like fort be medicines, incifions, caute- 
ries, diets, as they well feel that are bound to medicinal rules, who 
are troubled on the one fide with the difeafe that affi@s them, on 
the other with that rule, the thought whereof continually annoys 
them. So likewife other evils, as ignorance is cured by great, long, 
and painful ftudy: Qui addit feientiam, addit © laborem: He that 
increafeth knowledg , increafeth labour. Want and poverty, by 
great care, watchings, travel , {weatings: In fudore vultus tui: 
Inthe fweat of thy brows: Sothat both for the foul and for the 
body, labour and travel isas proper unto man, as it is for a bird 
‘to fly. 

All thefe miferies above mentioned are corporal, or common _ |, 10. 
both to the {pirit and to the body, and mount little higher then the Spiritual mi- 
imagination and phantafie. Let us confider of the more fubtile aude Agtt 
{piritual, which are rather to be called miferies, as being erroneous 
and malignant, more active and more our own, but lefs felt and 
confeffed, which makesa man more, yea doubly miferable, becaufe 
he only feeleth thofe evils that are indifferent, and not the great- 
er; yeaamandares not touch them, orfpeakof them, fomuchis 
he confirmed, and fo defperate in his miferies.We mutt therefore by 
the way asit were, and gently, fay fomething, at leaft with the fin- 
ger point afar off, to give him occafion to contider and think there- 
of, fince of himfelf he hides it not. Firft, in regard of the under- 
flanding, is it nota ftrange and lamentable mifery of humane Na- 
ture, that it fhould wholly be compofed of errour and blindnefs ? 
The greateft part of common and vulgar opinions, yet the more 
planfible,and {ich asare received with reverence, are falfe and erro- 
neous,and which is worfe, the greater part unprofitable for humane 
fociety-And although fome of the wifelt, which are but few in num- 
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4. Afifery. 
ber, underftand better then the common fort, and judg of thefe Opi- 
nionsas they fhould, neverthelefs fometimes they fuffer themfelves 
to be carried, if not in alland always, yet in fome and fometimes. 
Aman had need be firm and conftant, that he fuffer not himlf 
to be carried with the ftream, yea found and prepared to keep 
himfelf cleer from fo univerfal a contagion. The general opini- 
ons received with the applaufe of all, and without contradiction, 
are as a {wift river which carrieth all withit 3 Prob fuperi, quantum 
mortalia petiora cece notiis habent ! O miferas hominum mentes. & 
pelora ceca, qualibus in tencbris vite, quantifque periclis degitur 
hoc evi quodcunque eft! O God, how much fottifh blinduefs refts in 
the brealts of men! Othe ferfelefs and mifirable blindnefs of mens 
minds in what darkwefs is sur lift, and how many dangers doth this 
age whatfoever itis, pafs through 1 Now it were too long and too 
tedious a thing, to run over all thofe foolith opinions by name, 
wherewith the whole world is made drunken: yet let us takea view 
of fome few of them, which in their due place fhall be handled more 
at large. 


See lib.3.cap.1. 1+ To judge of advice and counfel by the events, whichare 


Lib.2.cap.8, 


£1b.3,cap.3,, 


no way im our own hands, and which depends upon the hea- 
VEnSe | 

2. To condemn and reject all things, manners, opinions, laws, 
cuftomes, oblervations, as barbarous and evil, not knowing what 
they are, or fecing any inconvenience in them; but only becaufe. 
they are univerfal, and different from fuch as are Ordinary and 
common. 

3- To efteem and commend things, becaufe of their novelty, or 
rarity, or ftrangenefs, or. dithculty, four meffengers which have 
grcat credit in vulgar fpirits; and many times fuch things are vain, 
and not tobe efteemed, if they bring not with them goodnefs and 
commodity. And therefore that Prince did juftly contemn him. 
that glorified himfelf, becaufe he could from far caft a grain of mil- 
let, thorow the eye ofa needle. 

4+ Generally all thofe fuperfiitious opinions wherewith children, 
wolnen, and weak minds are infected. 

5: Yo eftcem of men for their riches, dignities, honours, and to 
contemn thofe that want them, as ifa man fhould judg of a horfé 
by his faddle and bridle. 

6. Toaccount of’ things not according to their true, natural; 
and eflential worth, which is many times inward and hidden, 


but 

















































































4. Mtifery. 


but according to the outward thew, or common teport. 


7. To think to be revenged of an enemy, by killing him; for 


that is to put him in fafety, andto quit him from allill, and to 
bring a vengeance upon himfelf: itis to take from his enemy all 
fenfe of revenge, whichis the principal effet thereof. This doth 
likewife belong unto weaknels. _ 

8. To account it a great injury, orto think a man miferable, be- 
caufe he is a cuckold : for what greater folly in judgment can there 
be, then to efteem of a man the lefs for the vice of another, which 
he never allowed? As much may be faid of a baftard. 

9. To account lefs of things prefent, andthatare our own, and 
which we peaceably enjoy; and to efteem of them moft, when 
aman haththem not, or becaute they are another mans: as if the 
prefence and poffeffion of them did leffen their worth, and the 
want of them increafe it. 

Virtutem incolumem odimus, 

Sublatam ex oculis querimus invidi : 

Abfence endears, we weigh net what we have, 
And yet in others, would envy and crave. 

And this is the caufe, why a Prophet is not efteemed in his own 
country. Solikewife, mafterfhip and authority, ingendreth con 
tempt of thofe that are {ubjeét to that authority husbands havea 
carelefs refpeét of their wives, and many fathers of their chil- 
dren. Wilt thou (faith the good fellow) love herno more? then 
amarry her. We efteem more the horfe, the houfe, the fervant of 
another, becaufe he is anothers and not ours. It is a thing very 
firange to account more of things in imagination, then in fub- 
ftance, asa mau doth all things abfent and that are not his, whe- 
ther it be before he have them, or after he hath had them. The caufe 
hereof in both cafes may be, becaufe, before a man poffefs them, 
he elteemeth not according to that they are worth, but according 
to that which he imagineth them to be, or they have by another 
been reported tobe3 and poffcffing them, he efteems them accor- 
ding to that good and benefit he getteth by them, and after they are 
taken from him, he contidereth and defireth them wholly, in their 
perfection and declination, whereas before he injoyed them and 
ufed ther but by piece-meal {ucceffively: tora man thinketh he fhall 
always have time enough to enjoy them, and by that means they are 
gone before he was aware that he had them. And this is the reafon, 
why the gricf is greater in having them not, then the pleafure in 
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See cap. 270 


Lib.2. Cap. 10, 


poffeffing them. But herein there is as much imbecillity as mifery..’ 


We have not the fufliciency to enjoy, 


but only to.defire.. There is. 


another vice clean contrary to this, and that is, when a man fetleth 
himfelfin himfelf, and in fuch fort conceits himfelf and whatfoever 
he hath, that he prefersit before all, and thinks nothing compara- 
ble to his own. Though thefe kind of people be no wifer then the o- 


ther, yet they are at leaft more happy. 


10. To be over-zealous in every queftion that is propofed, to bite 
all, to take to the heart, and to fhew himfelf importunate and opi- 
native inevery thing, fo he may have fome fair pretext of juftice, 


religion, the weal-publick, the love of the people. 


11- To play the mourner, the afflicted perfon, to weep for the 
death, or unhappy accident of another, to think that not to be mo- 
ved at all, or very little, is for want of leve and afleGtion. There 


is alfo vanity in this. 


12. To efteem, to make account of actions t 


hat are Cone with é 


yumour, clatter, and clamor, and to contemn thofe thatare done 
otherwife, and to think that they that proceed after fo {weet and 
calm a manner, do nothing, are as ina dream, without agion 3 


and to be brief, to.efteem Art more then Nature. 


That whichis 


puffed up, {wollen and elevated by fiudy, fame, report, and firiketh 
the {enfe, (that is to fay artificial) is more regarded and efteemed,, 
then that which is fweet, fimple, plain, ordinary, that is‘to fay, 


Natural; that awaketh, this brings usaileep. 


13. To give an ill and wrong interpretation of the honourable 
actions of another man, and to attribute them to bafe and vain, 
or vicious caufes or occafions;. as they that attributed the death of 
young Cato, to the fear he had of Cefar, wherewith Plutarch 
feems to be offended; and others more foolifhly, to ambition: 
Thisisa great malady of the judgment, which proceedeth either 
from malice, and corruption of the will and manners, or envy. 
againft thofe that are more worthy then themfelves, or from that 
vice of bringing their own credit to their own. door, and meafu- 
sing another by their own faot, or rather then all this, from imbe-. 
cillity and weaknefs, as not having their fight fo frong and fo cer= 
tain, to conceive the brightnefs of virtue, 1m its OWn native purity« 
There are fome that think they thew great wit and fubtilty, in de- 
praving and obfcuring the glory of beautiful and honourable acti- 
ons, wherein they fhew much more malice then fuflicjency. Itisa 


thing eafy enough to do, but bafe and villanous, 


14. To 












































5 To defame and to chaftife over-rigoroufly, and fhamefully, 
certain vices, as crimes in the higheft degree, villanous, and contagi- 
ous, which are neverthelefs but indifferent, and have their root and 
excufe in Nature: and not fo much to deteft, and to chaftife with 
fo greedy ado thofe vices that are truly great, and againft Nature, 
as pretended and plotted murders, treafons, and treachery, cruelty, 
and fo forth. 

15» Behold alfo after all this, a true teftimony of {piritual mi- 
fery, but which is wily and fubtile, and that is, that the {pirit of 
man in its befttemper, and peaceable, fetled, and foundeft cltate, 
isnot capable but of common, ordinary, natural, and indifferent 
things. To be capable of divine and fupernatural, as of divination, 
prophefie, revelation, invention, and asa man may fay, toenter 
into the cabinet of the Gods, he muftbe fick, difplaced from his na- 
turalfeat, and asit were corrupted, corruptus, either by extrava~ 
gancy, extafy, infpiration, or by dreaming infomuch that the 
two natural ways to attain thereunto, are either fury, or dead. 
fleep: Sothat the fpirit is never fo wife, as when it isa fool, nor 
more awaked, then when it fleepeth; it never meeteth better, then 
when it goes on one fide, or croffeth the way it never mounts or 
flicsfo high, as when it is molt deje&ed. So that it muft needs be 
miferable, becaufe to be happy, it muft be as it were loft, and with= 
out it clk This toucheth not in any fort the Divine difpofition, 
for God canto whom, and when it pleafeth him, reveal himfelf 5 
‘man in the mean time continuing fetled in his fenfe and under= 
ftanding, as the Scripture makes mention of Mofes and divers o- 
thers. Ba ie 
16. Toconclude, can there be a greater fault in judgement, then 
not to efteem of judgement, not to exercife it, and to prefer the me 
nd imagination, or phantaly before it? "We {ce thole great 
goodly, and learned ‘orations, difcourfes, letures, fermon-books, | 
which are fo much efteemed and admitted , written by men of 
greatelt learning in this age (except fome few) what are they all, 


mory, 4 


but a heap and colle¢tion of aWegations, and the labours of other - 


men (a work of memory and reading, and a thing very eafy, be- 
ing allculled and difpofed to their hands, and hereof are fo many 
books compofed ) with fome few points handled, with a good 
snftruétion or two (a work of imagination) and here is all. This 
is many times a vanity, and there appeareth not in it any {park of 
judgment, or excellent virtue: £0 ee the authors themfelves, 
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anit 
Of the Will. 


are many times weak and comnion in judgment, and in will core 
supted : how much better isit, to hear a country (wain, ora Mers 
chant talking in his counting-houfe, dilcourfing of many goodly 
proportions and veritics, plainly and truly without art or form, and 
giving good and wholfome counfel, out of a found, ftrong, and 
{olid judgment? 

In the will there are as many, or rather more miferies, and more 
miférable; they ate without number, among which thele following 
are fome few ot them. 

1. Tobe willing rather to feem an honeft man, then to be, and 
rather to be fuch to another, then to himfelf. 

2. To be far more ready and willing to revenge an offence, then 
to acknowledg a good turn, infuch fort, that it isa corrofive to his 
heart to acknowledg, pleafure and gain to revenge, a proof of a 
malignant nature, gratia onert oft, ultio in quejtu babetur. 

3. To be more apt to hate, then to loves to flander, then to 
commends to feed:more willingly and with greater pleafure upon 
the evil, then the good of another, to enlarge it more, to dilplay 
it more inhis difcourle and the exercife of his ftyle: witnefs Law- 
yers, Oratours, and Poets, who in reciting the good of any man 
are idle, eloquent in evil. The words, inventions, figures, to 
{peak ill, to icofl, are far otherwife, more rich, more emphatical 
and figniticant, then to praife, or {peak well. . 

4+ Wo fly from evil, todo what is good, not properly for the 
good effect by natural reafon, and for the love of virtue; but for 
dome other ftrange conlideration, fometimes bafe and idle, of gain 
and proft, vain-gliiy; hop, fear. of cuftom, companys and to 
be brief, not fimply for himlelt and his duty, but for fome other 
outward occafion, and -circumftance: all are honeft men by occafi- 
on and accident. And this is the reafon why they are fuch, unequal- 
ly, diverfly ; not perpetually, conftantly, uniformly. 

5. To love him thelefs whom we have offended, and that be- 
eaule we have, offended him, a ftrange thing; and which 
proceedeth not always from fear that he will take occafion to be 
revenged, forit may be he wifheth us never the worfes but it is 
becaufe his prefence doth acenfe us, and brings to memory our fault 
and indifcretion. And if the offender love not the offended the 
‘worle, it is becaufe the offence he committed was againft his will: 
for commonly he that hath a will to offend,loves him the lef§ whom 
he hath offended Chi offende, maz non pardona: He that offends 
mcycr forgives. 6. As 

















































A. Mifery. 

@. As much may be faid of him to whom weare much bound for 
courtelies received, his prefence isa burden unto us, he putteth usin 
mind of our band and duty, he reproacheth unto us our ingratitude 
and inabilitics: and we with he were not fo, we were difcharged 
of that duty. Villains by mature: Quidam quo plus debcnt, magis 
oderunt: leve es alicnum debitoremfacit, grave inimicum: Some, the & 
more they ought to love, the more they bate: a little debt alienateth a e 
little, a great maketh him an enemy. 

7. To take pleafure in the evil, hurt, and danger of another, to 
grieve and repine at his good advancement, profperity, ( Imean 
wwhen itis without caufe of hatred, or private quarrel, forit is ano- 
ther thing when it proceedeth from the ill defert of man.) I {peak | 
here of that common and natural condition, whereby, without a- 
ny particular malice, men of indifferent honefty, take pleafure to tee i 
others adventure their fortunes at fea, and are vexed to fee them | 
thrive better then themfelves, or that fortune fhould {mile more up- 
on others, then them, and make themtelves merry with the forrow 
ofanother: this isa token of a malicious feed inus. 

To conclude, that I may yet thew you how great our mifery is, 12, 

Jet me tell you that the world is rcplenifhed with three forts ot Me conclusion 
people, who take up much room therein, and carry a great {way a ie 
both in number and reputation: the Superititious, Formalijis, Pe- 

dants, who notwithfanding they are in divers fubjccts, jurifdicti- : 
ons, and theatres, (the three principal, religion, lite or converfati- | 
on, and doctrine) yet they areall of one ftamp, weak {pirits, ill 
born, or very ill inflicted, a very dangerous kind of people in 
judgment, and touched with a difeafe incurable. It is loft labour 
to {peak to thefe kind of people, orto perfwade them to change | 
their minds, for they account themfelves the bett and wifeft in the i 
world, opinative obltinacy is there in his proper feat; he that is | 
once frricken and touched to the quick with any of thefe evils, there i 
is little hope of his recovery: who is there more fottifh , and ih 
withal more brain-fick and heady then thefe kind of people? HE 
Two things there are that do much hinder them, (as. bath beer | 
natura! imbecillity, and incapacity, and afterwards an | 





{poken ) 
anticipated opinion to do as weil and better then others. I do here 
but name them, and point-at them with the finger, for afterwards Ht 
in their places here quoted , their faults fhall be thewed at 
large. ) 
The fuper{titious, injurious to God, and enemies to true religion, | 

caver | 
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142 4. Mifery 
el Cover themfelves with the cloak of piety, zeal and love towards 
/ : al God, even to the punifhing and tormenting of themfelves more 
then is needful, thinking thereby to merit much, and that God is 
not only pleafed therewith, but indebted unto them for the reft. 
What would you do to thefe kind ef people? if you tell them that 
they. do more then they need, and that they receive things with the 
left hand, in not underftanding them aright, they will not believe 
you, but tell you, that their intent is good (whereby they think to 
fave themfelves) and that they do it for devotion. Howfoever, they 
it willnot quit themfelves of their gain, nor the fatisfaétion which 
Hii they receive, which is to bind God unto them. 
Wh 3 The Formalijts do wholly tie themfelves to an outward form and 
} Pormalits. fafhionof life, thinking to be quit of blame, in the purfuit of their 
paflions and defires, fo they do nothing againft the tenor of the 
Laws, and omit none of their formalities. See here a miferable 
churle, which hath overthrown and brought to a deiperate ftate 
many poor families; but this hath fallen out, by demanding that 
ine which he thought to be hisown, and that by way of jufticee Who 
Wat then can afhrm that he hath done ill? O how many good works 

Wan have been omitted, how many evils committed, under this cloak of 
| formes whicha man feesnot! And therefore it is very truly faid, 
Bi | That the extremity of law, is the extremity of wrong: and as well 
nie we faid, God fhield us from Formalifts. 

Ue The Pedanty or houfhold School-mafter, having with great ftudy 
d pains filched from other mens writings their learning, they fet 
it out to the view and to fale, and with a queftuous and mercenary 
| oftentation they difgorge it, and let it flie with the wind. Are there 
Wer any people in the world {o fottifh in their affairs, more unapt to e- 

ay lt very thing, and yet more prefimptuous and obftinate? in every 
| tongue and nation, Pedant, Clerk, Mater, are words of reproach. 
1 To do any thing fottifhly, is to do it likea Clerk, Thefe area kind 

Bia i of people, that have their memories ftuffed with the wifdom of o-« 
Aba | ther men, and have none of their own: their judgments, wills, con- 

Via {ciences are never the better, they are unapt, fimple, unwife, in fuch 
Th fort, that it feems that learning ferves them for no other ufe, then 
Vy to make them more fools, yea more arrogant pratlers: yea they di- 
minifh, or rather {wallow up their own fpirits; and baftardize their 
underftanding, but puff up their memory. Here is that mifery 
feated which we now come to fpeak of, and is the laft of thofe of 
the underftanding. 
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5. Prefumption. 


GMA Po x L. 
5° Prefumption 


Fhold here the laft and leudeft line or lineament of this picture 3. 
it is the other part of that defcription given by Pliny; the 
plague of man, and the nurfe of falfe and erroneous opinions, both 
publick and particular, and yet a vice both natural and original in | 
man. Now this prefimption mutt be confidered diverfly, and in 
all fenfes, high, low, collateral, inward and outwards, in refpect of 
God, things high and celeftial, mregard of things bafe, as of beaits, 
man his companion, of himfelf, and all may be reduced to thefe I 
two; To efteem too much of himfelf, and not to efteem {ufficient- RE 
ly of another: Qui in fe confidebant, & afpernabantur alios: Truft- nyc, 18. | 
edinibemfelves, and defpifed others. A word or two of either. 
Firlt in refpect oi God (and it isa horrible thing) all fuperftiti- —g, 
on and wantin Religion, orfalle{ervice of God, proceedeth from prefumption 
this; That we eficem not enough of God, we underftand him not, in regard of 
and our opinions, conccits, and beliefs of the Divinity, are not Gods 
high and pure enouga. I mean not by this enough, proportion an- 
{werable to the greatnefs of God, which being infinite receiveth 
not any proportion, for it is impoffible in this refpect to conceit 
or believe enough; but I mean enough, in refpect of what we can i] 
and oughttodo. We foare not high enough, we do not elevate Blt 
"and fharpen futiciently the point of our {pirit, when we enterin- \W 
to an imagination of the Divinity; we over-bafcly conceit him, 
eur fervices are unworthy his Majefty, we deal with him after a | 
bafer manner then with other creatures, we {peak not only of | |i 
his works, but of his Majefty, will, judgments, with more conf- | 
dence and boldnefS, than we dare to do of an earthly Prince or 
man of honour. Many men there are, that would {corn {uch kind of 
fervice and acknowledgment, and would hold themfelves to be 
abufed, and their honours in fome fort violated, if a man fhould | 
fpeak of them, or abufe their names in fo bafe and abject a man~ | | 
| 














ner. Weenterprife to lead God, to flatter him, to bend him, to 
compound or condition withhim that may not fay, to brave, 
threaten, defpife, murmur againft him. Cefar willed his Pilot 
not to fear to boife up fails, and commit himfelf to the fury of the | 
Seas, even againit deftiny and the wilkof the heavens, with this 
only 1 
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5. Prefumption. 


See lib. 1. cap. only confidence, That it was Cefar whom he carried. Auguftus 


having been beaten with a tempettat fea, defied god Neptune, and 
in the chiefeft pomp of the Circean{ports, caufed his image to be 
taken down, from where it was placed amongft the reft of the gods, 
tobe revenged of him. The Thracians when it thundreth and 
lightneth, thuotagainft heaven, to bring God himfelf into order. 
Xerxes {courged the fea, and wrote a bill of defiance againft the hill 


See lib.2. cap. Athos. And one telleth of a Chriftian King, neer neighbour of ours, 


who having received a blow from God, twore he would be reveng- 


See lib 3.c4P-Tecd, and gave commandment that for ten years no man fhould pray 


unto him, or fpeak of him. 


Audax Iapeti genus, 

Nil mortalibus arduum eft 3 

Calum ipfim petimus flultitiz, neque 

Per noftrum patimur fcelus 

Tracunds Jovem ponere fulmina. 

Audacious Chriftians, Fapbets backward feed, 
Go the conirary may (to heaven) with {peed » 
Whofe fins ince] ant, minute, hour, and day, 
Provoke Gods rod to walk, his ftaff to ftay. 


But to leave thefe ftrange extravagancies, all the common fort of 
people, do they not plainly verify that faying of Pliny, That there 
is nothing more miferable, and therewithal more glorious then man? 
For on the one fide he faineth lofty and rich opinions of the love, 
care, and affection of God towards him, as his minion and only 
beloved; and in the meantime, he returneth hinrno duty or fer- 
vice wortby fo great and loving a God. How cana life fo mifera- 
ble, anda fervicefo negligent on the one fide, agree withan opini- 
on and belief fo gloriousand fo haughty onthe other? This is at 
one and the fame time, to be an angel anda {wine: and this is that 
wherewith a great Philofopher reproached the Chriftians, that there 
were no people more tierce and glorious in their fpeech, and in ef- 
fe& more diffolute, effeminate, and villanous. It was an enemy that 
f{pake it, perhaps to wrong and abufe us, but yet he fpake but that 
which doth juttly touch all hypocrites. 

It likewife feemeth unto us, that we burthen and importune 
God, the World, and Nature, that they labour and travelin our 
affairs, they watch not but for us, and therefore we wonder and 
are aftonifhed with thof¢ accidents that happen unto us, and efpe- 
ctally 








5. Prefumption. 
cially at our death. Few there are that refolve and believe, that 
it is their Jaft hour, and almoft all do even then fuffer themfelves 
tobe mocked with vain hopes. This proceedeth from prefumption, 
we make too much of our felves, and we think that the whole world 
hath great intereft in our death, that things fail us according tothat 
meature that we fail them 5" or that they tail themfelves, according 
to that meafiire that they fatl us that they go the felf-fame dance 
withus, not unltke thofe that row upon the water, think the hea- 
vens, the earth, yea Cities themfelves to move, when they move; 
we think to draw all with us, and there is no man amonett us that 
{ufficiently thinks he is but one. 

Befidesall this, man believeth that the heaven, the ftars, all this 


3° 
great celeftial motion of the world, is only made for him. Toe Of heaven. 


circa unum caput tumultuantes Deos: And that all the Gods are in 
contention for bim alone. And the poor miferable wretch is in the 


mean time ridiculous: he is here beneath, lodged m the laft and - 


worft flage of the world, moft diftant from the celeftial vault, 
in the fink of the world, amongft the filth and lees thereof, with 
creatures of bafer condition, made to receive all thofe excrements 
and ordures, which rain down and fall from above upon his head ; 
nay helivesnot but by them, and to endure all thofe accidents that 
on all fides happen unto him; and yet he makes himfelf believe 
that he is the mafter and commander of all, that all creatures, yea 
thofe great luminous mcorruptible bodies, whereof he knows not 
_the leaft virtue, and which he is conftrained with aftonifhment to 
admire, move not but for him, and todo him férvice. And be- 
caufe he beggeth ( wretch that heis ) his living, his maintenance, 
his commodities from the beams, light and heat of the Sun, from 
the rain and other diftillations of heaven, and the air, he fticks not 
ta fay, that he injoyeth the heavens and the elements, as if all had 
been made, and {till move only for him. In this fenfe a gofling 
may fay asmuch, aud perhaps more juftly and peremptorily. For 
man, who many times receiveth many dif{commodities from above, 
and of all thathe receiveth hath nothing in his own power or un- 
derftanding, nor can divine of them, is in continual doubt and 
fear, left thofe fuperiour bodies fhould not move aright, and to 
that end and purpofe which he hath propofed, and that they pro- 
cure unto him fterility, ficknefs, and whatfocver is contrary to his 
defignment, and {fo he trembleth under his burthen; whereas beatts 
reccive whatfoever cometh from above , without ftir or appre- 
hention 


















































































Ae 
Of creatures. 


5» Prefumption. 
henfion of what fhall happen unto them, and without complaint, 
of that which is hapned, which man cannot do. Nom nos caufa 
mundo fumus hyemem eftatemaue referendi, fuas ifta leges habent, qui- 
bus divina exercentur: minus nos {ufpicimus, fi digni nobu videmur 
propter quos tanta moveanini, non tanta colo nobifcum foctetas eft, 
ut noftro fato fit tlle quoque fiderum fulgor. We ave not the caufe why 
the world hath courfe and recour{t of winter and fummer, thefe things 
have their rules and laws, by which the will of God is executed: we 
honour our felves the lefs, if we think, our felves worthy, that for our 
fakes fo many things frould be moved: we have not that fociety with the 
heavens, that tars fpould only fhine for us. 

In refpect of things bale and earthly, that is to fay, all other 
creatures, he difdaineth and contemneth them, asif they did nof 
appertain to the fame mafter-workman, and came not of the fame 
mother, did not belong to the fame tamily with him, asif they did 
not any way concern him, or had any part or relation unto him. 
And from hence proceedeth that common abufe and cruelty that is 
practifed againit them, a thing that reboundeth againft that com- 
mon.and univerfal matter which hath made them, which hathcare 
of them, and hath ordained laws for their good and prefervation, 
hath giventhem preheminence in certain things, and {ent man unto 
them astoa{chool. But this belongs to the fubject.of the Chapter 
following. 

Now this derogateth not any thing at all from that common 
doctrine, that the world is made for man, and man for God: 
for befides the inftruction that man draweth in general, from 
every high and low thing, whereby to know God, -himfelf} his 
duty, he allo draweth in particulars from everything, cither pro- 
ht, pleafure, orfervice. That which isabovehim, which he hath 
leait inunderftanding, and nothing at allin his power, the azured 
heaven fo richly decked and counterpointed with itars, and row- 
ling, torches never ccafing over our heads, he only enjoyeth by 
contemplation, he mounteth and is-carried with admiration, fear, 
reverence of the author and foveraign Lord of alls and therefore 
in this fenfe it was truly faid by Anaxagoras, That man was created 
tocontemplate the Heaven and the Sun, and as truly by other Phi- 
lofophers was he called, segvéexomey’ from bate and inferiour things, 
he draweth help, fervice, commodity; but fora man to perfwade 
himfelf that in the framing of ‘all thele things, no other thing was 
thought upon but man, and that heis the only end and butt of alt 
thefe 
















































§. Prefumption. 
hefe luminous and incorruptible bodies, it is a great folly and an 


over-bold prefumption, 
Finally, but efpecially, this prefumption is to be confidered in 


man himfelf, that is to fay, im regard of himfelf, and of man his Of man bim- 
companion, but within, inthe progrcfs of his judgment and opi- ‘i; 


nion; and without in his communication and converfation with 


another. Concerning which, we are to conlider three things, as Toye degrees 


147 


6. 


three heads which follow on the other, where humanity bewrai- of humane 


ethin afottith imbecillity the foolifh prefumption thereof. The Pre/umption. 
1 To misbelive, 


firlt in believing or misbelieving (here is no queftion of Religion, 


nor of faith and belief Theological, and therefore we mult {til] "beliefs 


call to mind the advertifement givenin the Preface) where we 
are to note two contrary vices, which are common in humane con- 
dition ; theone and the other more ordinary, is a kind of light- 
nels,- gui cito credit, levis eft cordes be that lightly beiieveth, light 
in heart: and too greata facility to believe and to entertain what- 
foever is propofed, with any kind of appearance of truth or au- 
thority. . This belongeth to the folly, fimplicity, tendernefS and 
imbecillity of the weaker fort of people, of {pirits effeminate, fick, 
fuperftitious, aftonifhed , indifcreetly zealous, who like wax do 
ealily receive all impreffions, fuffer themfelves to be taken and led 
by the ears. And this is rather an error and weaknefs, then malice, 
and doth willingly lodg in minds gentle and debonaire. Creduli- 
tas error et magis quam culpa, & quidem in optimi cujufque mentem 
facileirrepit : Credulity is rather anerror than a fault, which eafily 
~creepeth into the belt mans heart. We {ee almoft the whole world 
led and carried with opimions and beliefs, not out of choice and 
judgment, yea many times before they have cither years, or difcre- 
tion to judg, but out of the cuftom of the country, or inftruction 
in youth received, or by fome fudden encounter as with a tempeft, 
whereby they are in fuch fort faftencd, fubjeGted, and enthralled, 
that itisa matter of great difficulty, ever to wnlearn them again. 
Veluti tempeftate delatt ad quamcunque difciplinam tanquam ad 
faxum adberefcunt : They cleave to any difcipline as to a ftone, being 
carried thither as with atempeft. Vhusis the world led, we truft 
our felves too much, and then perfwade others to believe us. Unuf- 
guifgue mavult credere quam judicare 5 verfat nos & precipitat 
traditus per manus error, ipfa confuetudo affentiendi periculofa & 
lubrica: Every one bad rather believe then judgy errour coming 
by tradition, doth precipitate and tofs us, the very cuftom of alfenting 
#& 
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5. Prefumption. 
% dangerous andflippery. Now this popular facility, though it be in 
truth weaknefs and imbecillity, yet is not without prefumption. 
For, fo lightly to believe and hold for truth and certainty, that 


~ which we know not, orto enquire of the caufes, reafons, confe- 


quents, and not of the truth it felf, is to enterprile, to prefume too 
much. Forfrom what other caufe procceds this? If you fhall an- 
fwer from a fuppofition that it is true} why this is nothing : aman 
handleth and ftirreth the foundations & effects of a thoufand things 
which never were, whereby both pro and contra are falfee How 
many fables, falfe and fuppofed miracles, vifions, revelations, are 
there received in the world, that never were? And why fhould a 
man believe a miracle, a thing neither humane nor natural, when 
he is able by Nature and humane means to confute, and confound 
the truth thereof? Truth and lying have like vilages, like carriage, 
relifh, gate, and we behold them with one and the fameeye. Ita 
Sunt finitima falfa vers, ut in precipitem locum non debeat fe fapiens 
committere: Falfhood is fo neer unto truth, that a wife man ought not 
to fuffer bimfelf to be unadvifedly carried away. A man ought not 
to believe that of a man which is not humane, except he be wars 
ranted by fupernatural and {uperhumane approbation, which is on- 
ly God, who is only to be believed in that he faith, only becaufe he 
faith it. 

The other contrary vice, is an audacious temerity, to condemn 
and reject as falfe, allthings that are not eafily underftood, and 
that pleafe not the palate. It is the property of thofe that havea 
good opinion of themfelves, which play the parts of men of dex- 
terityand underftanding, efpecially Hereticks, Sopbifts, Pedantics, 
forthey finding in themfelves fome fpecial point of the fpirit, and 
that they {ee a little more cleerly then the common fort, they affime 
unto themfelves law and authority, to decide and determine all 
things. This viceis far greater, and more bafe than the former: 
for it is an enraged folly, to think to know as much as poflibly 
is to be known, the jurifdiction and limits of Nature, the capacity 
of the power and will of God to frame unto himfelf and his {ufk- 
ciency the truth and falthood of things, which muft needs be in fo 
certain and affured refolution and dehnition of them: for fee their 
ordinary language, that is falfe, impoffible, abfurd: and how ma- 
ny things are there, which at one time we have rejeéted with 
laughter asimpoflible, which we have been conftrained afterwards 
to confels and approve, yea and others too, more ftrange than they ? 

And 












































































5. Prefumption. L49 
And on the other fide, how many things have we received ‘as arti- 
cles of our faith, that have afterwards proved vanities anid lics? 

The fecond degree of peelomp tion, which followeth and com-.. % gfirm 
pine proctede ‘th from. the former, iS ee and obftinately and condemn, 
to athrm or difprove that which’he hath lightl belic ved, or mil- 
believed; So that it addeth unto the firtt, obit tinacy 11 P opinion, 
and fo the prefumption increafeth. This facility to believe, with 
timeis confirmed, and degenerateth into an ob flinacy, invincible, 
and uncapable of amendments yea, aman proceeds fo far in this 
obftinacy, that he defends thote things that he knows and under- 
{tands leat , Mijorem fidem bomines adbibent tis cue-non intelli~ 
guint, cupiditate humani ingenti lnbentius orf ura creduntur: Men 

eafily believe thofe things they under{tand not 5 by a natural defire 
16; 1 


of bumane wits obfcure things are eafily belie Hi He {peaks of all 


things with refolution. Now athrm atic nand of pinative obfti inacy, 
are figns of negligence and ignorance accompanied with folly and 
arrogancy. — 

The third deere which followeth thefe two, and which is the os 
height of pre fumption, is to perfwade others to receive as canoni- 

cal whatfoc ver he believeth, yea imperiouily to impote a belief as 
were by obligation, and Apluhion to doubt. What tyra nny 1S 
this? wh ofoever believeth a thing, thinks it a work of charity 3. To perfwade, 
to perfwade another to believe the re ne} and that he n nay the bet- 
ter doit, he feareth not to add ofhis own it ae ie ve ashe 
feeth neceffary for his purpofe to fupply that want and willinghefs, 
which he thinks to be in the conceit of another of that he tells. 
There is nothing unto which men are commonly more prone, then 
to give way to their own op nions. Nemo fits taut toners: fed 
iis errors caufa & author eff: No main errs only to bimfelf; but 
is the author and caufe of error to others. Where the ordinary et 
mean wa anteth, there a man addeth commandment, force, fire, | 
{word. This vice is bsees unto dogmatifts, and fuch as will sovern, | 
and give laws unto the world. Now tod ACPA o the end hereof, 
ed captivate the beliefs of mén-unto them{ Icy, they ufe two 


means : Pirtt, ie DEO o in ¢ ertain aaa and fun damental pro- 














they toy a oe neither one not difpates , upon nwhich ha 
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pleafure: whichis a mockery, tere the eraild is replenill 
with errors and lies. And to fay the truth, ifa man fhould 
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3. Prefumption. 


thefe principles, he fhould tind as great, or greater untruths and 
weakneffes in them, then in all that which they would have to de- 
pend upon them, and as great an appearance of truth ia propoli- 
tions quite contrary... There have been fome in our time, that have 
changed and quite altered the principles and rules of our Ancients 
and beft Profeffors in Aftronomy, Phyfick, Geometry, in Nature, and 
the motion-of the winds. Every humane propofition hath as much. 
authority as another, if realon make not the difference. Truth de-- 
pendeth not upon the authority and teftimony of man: there are 
no principles in man if Divinity have not revealed them; all-the 
xeft is buta dream and {moke. Now thefe great mafters will, that 
whatfoever they fay, fhould be believed and received, and that eve- 
ry man fhould truft them, without judging or examining what they. 
teach, which is a tyrannical injuftice. God only (as hath been faid) 
is to be believed in all that he faith, becaufe that he faithit: Qwi 4. 
femetip{o loquitur mendax eft :. He that Speaketh of bimfelf is a 
liar- 

The other mean is a fuppofition of fome miraculous thing done, , 
new and celeftial revelation and apparition, which hath been cun- 
ningly practifed by Law-makers, Generals in the field, or private 
Captains. The perfwafion taken from the fibject it felf, poflcfl- 
eth the fimpler fort 5 but at the firft it is fo tender and frail, that 
the Jeaft offence, miftaking or imprudence that fhall happen, undo- 
ethall: for itisa great marvel, how from {fo vain beginnings and 
frivolous caufes, there fhould arife the moft famous imprefflions. 
Now this firft impreflion being once gotten, doth wonderfully. 
grow and inereafe, in fuch fort, that it fafteneth even upon the 
moft expert and skilful, by. reafon of the multitude of believers, 
witnefles, years, wherewith a man fuffereth himfelf to be carried, 
if he fee not well into it, andbé not well prepared againft it: for- 
then it is to {mall purpofe to {purn againftit, orto enquire farther 
into it, but fimply to believe it. The greateft and moft powerful 
means to perfwade, and the beft touch-ftone of truth, is multi- 
tude of years and believers: now fools do win the game, fanitatt. 
patrocinium eft infanientinm turba: The mad multitude is a patro- 
nage for fobriety. Itis a very difficult thing fora man to relolve 
and fettle his judgment againft the common opinion. All this may 
ealily appear,by thofe many impoftures and fooleries which we have 
feen to go for miracles, and ravifh the whole world with admira- 
tion, but inftantly extinguifhed by fome accident, or by the exact 
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Of the difference and inequality of men in general. 
inquiry of fuch as are quick-fighted, who have cleared and difco- 
vered the couzenages whichit they had but time to ripen, and to. 
have fortified in Nature, they had continued for ever, been gene- 
rally received and adored. And even fuchas are divers others, which 
by the favour of fortune, have paffed for current, and gained pub- 
lick belicf, whereunto- men afterwards accommodate themfelves, 
without any farther defire, to know the thing in its firft form and 
original, Nufquam ad liquidum fama perducitur : Report is never 
brought to fulltrial. And thisis the reafon, why there are fo many 
kinds of religion in the world, fo many fuperftitious cuftomes 
.of the Pagans, which are yet remaining even in Chriftendom, and 
.concerning which we cannot wholly affure the people. . By this 
whole difcourfe we fee what we are, and to what we tend, tince 
we are led by fuch guides. 


The fifth and laft confideration of Man, by thofe 
varieties and great differences that are in him, 
and their comparifons. 


CHAP. XLI. 
Of the difference and inequality of men in general. 


cm Here is nothing in this lower world, wherein there is found 
T {fo great difference as amongft men, and where the differences 
are {o diftant and divers in one and the fame fubje¢t, and kind. 
if a man fhould believe Pliny , Herodotus, Plutarch, there arc 
fhapes of men in fome countries, that have very littlerefemblance 
with ours, and fome that are of a mixt and doubtful kind, be- 
twixt men andbeafts. There are fome countries where men are 


without heads, carrying their eyes and mouths in their breafts 5° 


where they are Hermapbrodites; where they go with four feet 5 
where they have one eye in the forehead, anda head more like to a 
dogs head then a mans; where they are as fith from the navel’ 
downwards, and live inthe water; where their women bear chil- 
dren at five years of age, and live but eight; where they have their 
heads and fureheads fo hard, that iron cannot pierce them; where 
they do naturally change into wolves and others beafts, and after- 
wards into men again; where they are withouta mouth, nourifh- 
ing themfelves with the {mell of certain odors; where they yield a 
M 2 feed 
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Of the difference and inequality of men in general. 
feed that is black, where they are very little and dwarfs, where. 
they are very great and giants, where they go always naked, 
they are allhairy, where they fpeak not, but live in woods 


where 
like beafts, hiddenin caves and hollow trees. And in) our times: 
we have difcovered, feen with the eye, and touched with our fin- 
gers, where the men are without beards, without ufe of fire, corn, 
wine, *where that is held to be the greateft beauty, which we ac- 
count the greateft deformity, as hath been {aid betore. Touching 
the diverfity of manners, we fhall {peak <lfewhere. And to omit 
many of thefe ftrange wonderments, we know that as touching 
the vifage, itis impoflible to find two in all things alike; it may 
fall out that we may miftake, and take the one for the other, be- 
caufe of the great-refemblance that may be between two: but this 
muft be in the abfence of the one: for in the prefence of them both, 
it is eafy to note a. difference, though a manknow not how t 
exprefs it. In the fouls of men there is a far greater difference, for 
itis notonly greater without comparifon, betwixt a man and a 
man, then betwixt a beaft anda beaft: but there isa greater diffe- 
rence betwixt a manand a man, then a.man anda beaft; for an 
excellent beaft comes nearer to a man of the bafeft fort and degree, 
then that man to another great and excellent perfonage. This great 
difference of men, proceedeth from the inward qualitics, and from 
the fpirit where there are {0 many parts, fo many jurildictions, fo 
inany degrees beyond number, that it isan infinite thing to.confi- 
der. We muft now at the laft learn to know man by thole diftincti- 
ons, and differences that are in him, which are divers, according 
to the many parts in man, many reafons, and means to Compare and 
contider of him. We will here tét down five principal, unto which 
all the reft may be referred, and general allthat ismman, Spirit, 
body, natural, acquired , publick, private, apparent, fecret: and 
{o this fifth and laft confideration of man, fhall have five parts, 
which are five ‘great and capital diftinétions of men, that is to 
fay : 
The firft natural, effential, and univerfal of all men; foul and 
body. 
The fecond natural and effential, principally, and in fome fort ac- 
quired, of the force.and fufiiciency of the {pirit. 
The third accidental of the cftate, condition and duty of man, 
drawn from {uperiority and inferiority. 
The fourth accidental of the condition and profeflion of life. 
The 


* 








The firft distintion and difference 


The fifth and lafi of the favours and disfavours of Nature, and of 


Fortune. 


CHAP. XLII. 


& 


The firft diftindion and difference of men, natural and effential, 
drawn from the divers fituation of the world. 


W- FLE firft more notable, and univerfal diftinction of men, which 
concerneth the foul and body, and whole effence of man, is The diverfity 
taken and drawn from the divers fite of tlie world, according to 
which the afpe and influence of heaven, and the fun, the air, the 


climate, the country, are diverfe. 


So likewife not only the colour, 


of men pro- 
ceedeth from 
the divers fitu- 
ation of the 


the feature, the complexion, the countenance, the manners, are di- world. 
vers, but alfo the faculties of the foul: Plaga cali non folum ad ro- 
bur corporum, fed & animorum factt. Athens tenue calum, ex quo e~ 
tiam acutiores Attici; craflam Thebis, ideo pingues Thebani & valen- 
tese Ihe temperature of the celeftial Climat, is of great operation, both 
for the ftrength of the body, and the vigour of the mind: The Atbenian 
air is delicate, and therefore they of a more fharp andready wit 5 The 
Theban grofi, and they fat and jtrong. And therefore Plato thanked. 


God that he was an Athenian, and not a Theban. 


As fruits and 


beafts are divers, according tothe divers countries wherein they 
are: fo menare born more and lefs warlike, juft, temperate, doct- 
ble, religious, chafte, ignenious, good, obedient, beautiful, found, 
firong. And this is the reafon why Cyrus would not agree to the 
Perfians, toabandon their fharp and hilly country, to go to ano- 
ther more plain and pleafant, faying, That fat countries and deli- 
cate, made men foft and effeminate, and fertile grounds barren and 


infertile {pirits. 


Following this 


foundation, we may in grofs, divide the world 
into three parts, and all men into three kinds of nature: we will 
make three general fituations of the world, which are, the two 
extremitics, South, and North, and the middle betwixt them both; 
every part and fituation fhall have fixty degrees. The Southern 
part which is under the Hquator, hath thirty degrees on this fide the 
line, thirty on that, that isto fay, all that part which is betwixt the 
two Tropicks, or f{omewhat more, where are the hot and Southern 
countries, Africk, and Aitbiopia in the middle betwixt the Eatt and 
the Welt; Arabia, Calicut, the Moluques, Faves, Taprobana towards 
the Orient; Per and the great Seas towards the other middle part, 


M 3 


hath 
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Of at en natural and effential, &c. 
hath thixty degrees beyond the Tropicks, both on this fide the lines 
and on that towardsthe Poles, where are the middle and tempe- 
rate regions, all Exrope with the Mediterrane Sea in the middle, be- 
wit the Eaft and Weit; all Afiz both the lefs and the greater, 
which is towards the Eaft, with China, Fapan and America, towards 
the Welt. The third, which is the thirty degrees, which are next to 
the two Poles on both fides, which are the cold and Icy countries, 
the Septentrional people, Tartary, Mufcovy, Eftotilan,Magellan, which 
isnot yet throughly difcovered. 

Following this general partition of the world, the natures of 


Their natures. men are likewife different in every thing, body, foul, religion, 


1 In their boe 
diese 


@ Spirit. 


3 Religion. 


4 Manners. 


: 


manners, as we may fee in this little Table: For the 


Northern people are Middle are Southern are 


fanguine,white, andyellow,| and tempe- cold,& dry,black, So- 

foctable, the voice ftrong, the | rate in all | itary, the voice forill, 
$ skin foft and hairy, great thofe things, the skin hard, with 

eaters and drinkers, puif-\ as neuters little hair,and curled, 
{fant or parta- __ abftinent, feeble. 


kers a little 
ate obiufe, fiupid, fotvifo, | of thefetwo § Ingenious, wife, fub- 
facile, light, inconftant. 


| High & great, phlegmatick, { Indifferent [ Little, melancholick , 








< extremities, Ltile, opinativee 
and partici- 
Little religious and de- 
Wut 


pating moft ‘ Superftitions, contem~ 
of that regi- lative. 
on to which 
(Warriours valiant, painful, 
chaft, free from jealoufie, | 
cruel and inhumane. iy 


they ave nee~ No warriours, idle , 
reft neigh- unchaft, jealous, cruel, 
bourse Land inbumane. 


All thefe differences are eafily proved. As for thofe of the bo- 


The proofs of dy, they are known by the eye, and if there be any exceptions, 
thefe differen- they are rare, and proceed from the mixture of the people, or 


ses of the body. 


from the windes, the water, and particular fituation of the place, 
whereby a mountain is a notable difference, 1 the felf-fame degree, 
yea the felf-fame Country and City. They of the higher part of the 
City of Athens, were of aquite contrary humour, as Plutarch affir~ 
meth, to thofe that dwelt about the gate of Pyrews: and they 

that 

































Of wen natural and effential, &e. 


that dwell on the North fide of a mountain, differ as much from 

thofe that dwell on the South fide, as they do both differ from thofe 

in the valley. 
As for the differences of the fpirit, we know that mechanical and 


Speculative {ciences came from the South. Cefarand other ancients 
of thofe times, called the Egyptians ingenious, and {ubtile : Mofes 
is {aid to be inftru@ed in their wifdom; and Philofophy came 
from thence into Greece, Greatnefs began rather with them, becaufe 
of their fpirit‘and fubtilty. The guards of Princes (yea in the Sou- 
thern parts) are Northern men, as having more ftrength, and lefs 
{ubtilty and malice. So likewife the Southern people are indued 
with great virtues, and fubject to great vices, as it is faidof Han- 
nibal: The Northern have goodnefs and fimplicity. The leffer 
and middle Sciences, as policies, laws and eloquence, are in the 
middle nations, wherein the greateft Empires and Policies have 
flourifhed. 

As touching the third point, religions may come from the 


South, Egypt, Arabia, Chaldeas more {uperttition in Africk, Religien. 


then the whole world befides, witnefs their vows fo frequent, 
their Temples fo magnificent. The Northern people, faith Cefar, 
having little care of religion, being wholly given to the warsand to 
hunting. 

As for manners and firft touching wars, it is certain that the 


come from the North. The Scythians, Goths, Vandals, Huxs, 
Tartarians, Turks, Germans, have beaten and conquered all 
other nations, and ranfacked the whole world; and therefore 
it is a common faying, That all evil comes from the North. 
Single combates came from them. The Northern people adored a 
{word faftned inthe earth, faith Solinus. To other nations they 
are invincible, yea to the Romans, who having conquered the reft 
of the world, were utterly deftroyed by them. They grow weak 
and languifh with the Southern windes, and going towards the 
South; as the Southern men coming into the North, redouble 
their forces. By reafon of their warlike fiercenefs, they will not 
endure to be commanded by authority , they love their liberty, 
at leaftwife elective commanders. Touching chaftity and jea~ 
loufy in the North, faith Tacitus, one woman to a man: yea 
one woman fufficeth many men, faith Cefar. There is no jealoufie, 
M 4, faith 


2. 
manual Arts belong to the North, where men are made for labour ; The Spirit. 


3 


4. 
_gteateft armies, Arts, military inftruments and inventions have 44nnerse 









































































§- 
The caufe of 
the aforefaid 
differences. 


oo 
The firft diftintion and difference 
faith Munfter, where men and women bathe themfelves together 
with ftrangers) Inthe South Polygemy is altogether received. All 
Afpick, adoreth Venus, faith Solinw : The Southerns dye with jea- 
loulie, and therefore they keep Eunuchs, as guardians to their wives, 
which their great Lords have in great number, as they have ftables 
of horfes. Touching cruelty, the two extreams are alike cruel , 
but the caufes are divers, as we fhall feeanon, when we come to 
{peak of the caufes. Thofe tortures of the wheel, and {taking 
of men alive , came from the North: The inhumanities of .the 
Maufeovites and Tartars, are too well knowu.’ The Almains, faith 
Tacitus, punith not their offenders by Law, but cruelly murther 
them as enemies. The Southerns flay their offenders alive, and their 
defire of tevenge is fo great, that they become furious if they be 
not glutted therewith. In the middle regions they are merciful 
and humane: The Romans punifhed their greateft offenders with 
banifhment. The Greeks uled to put their offenders to death, 
with afweet drug, made of a kind of Hemlock which they gave 
them to drink. And Cicero faith, that humanity and courtefie were 
the conditions of Afia minor, and from thence derived to the reft 
of the world. 

The caufe of all thefe corporal and fpiritual differences, is the 
inequality and difference of the inward natural heat, which is 
in thofe countries and people, that is to fay, ftrong and vche- 
ment inthe Northerns, by reafon of the great outward cold, which 
inclofeth and drieth the heat into the inward parts 3 as caves and 
deep places are hot in Winter, fo mens ftomachs, Vensres byeme 
calidiores. Our ftomachs are bot in winter. Weak and feeble in 
the Southerns, the inward heat being difperfed and drawn into the 
outward parts , by the vehemency of the outward heat; as in 
Summer vaults, and places under the earth are cold. Mean and 
temperate in the middleregions. From this diverfity, Ifay, and 
inequality of natural heat, proceed thefe differences not only corpo- 
ral, which are eafie to note, but alfo {piritual; for the Southerns by 
reafon of their cold temperature, are melancholick, and therefore 
ftaid, conftant, contemplative, ingenious, religious, wife: for wif- 
dom isin cold creatures, as Elephants, who as they are of all other 
beafts the moft melancholick, {0 are they more wile, docile, religi- 
ous, by reafon of their cold bloud. From this melancholy tempera- 
ture it likewife cometh, that the Southerns are unchafte, by reafon of 
theix frothy, fretting tickling melancholy, as we commonly fee in 
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Of men natural and effential, &e: 


Haress and cruel, becaufe this fretting fharp melancholy, doth vi- 
olently prefs the paflions and revenge. The Northerns are of a 
phlegmatick and fanguine temperature,quite contrary to the South- 
erns, and therefore have contrary qualities; {ave that they agree in 
this one, that they are likewife cruel and inhumane, but by another 
reafon, thatis for want of judgment, whereby like beafts, they 
know not how to contain and govern themfelves. They of the 
middle regions are fanguine and cholerick, tempered with a fweet, 
pleafant, kindly difpofed humour, they are active. We could like- 
wife more exquilitely reprefent the divers natures of thefe three forts 
of people, by the application and comparifon of all things, as you 
may {ee in this little Table, where it appeareth that there doth pro- 
perly belong, and may be referred to the 


Pp aN tls a oe ee LS ER ee 
__Northern. __ Midlers. Southern Qualities of 
The common fenfe \difcourfe and reafoning|Underftanding. the foul. 
Force as of Bears@\Keafon and jujtice of \Subtilty of force, and re- 


other beats. mene ligion of Divinese 


Mars _, Warr. \Mercury § Emperors, |Saturn § contemplation, 
The moon hunting| Jupiter. ) Oratours.__Wenus. | love. 
Art and bandi- \Prudence, Knowledg |Knowledg of truth and ystions and 
crafts. of good and evil. al fhood- parts of the 
Labourers, Artifi- |Magiftrates , provident |Prelates, Philofophers to Common weal. 
cers, Souldiers,to |to judg, comreand. contemplates 

execute and obey. 
Young men, unapt. 



















Planets. 







Perfect men, managers\Grave old men, wife, pen- 
of affairs. five. 

Neen EE UEIEE aE EIEInInI ASRS nIRSnSnnnn Sansa nearest 
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The other diftin@ion more particular, may be referred to this 
eneral of North, and South: for we may refer to the conditions 
of the Northern, thofe of the Weft, and that live in mountains, 
warriours, fierce people, defirous of liberty, by reafon of the cold 
which is in mountains. So likewife, they that are far diftant | 
from the Sea, are more fimple and innocent. And contrarily, Ih 
| ’ 

| 








to the conditions of the Southerns, we may refer the Eafterlings, 
{uch as live in valleys, effeminate and delicate perfons, by realon of 


the fertility of the place, which naturally yieldeth pleafures So ae 
wile 
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1. 
Three forts an 


The fecend diftinGion and more fubtile difference 
wife they that live upon the Sea coafts are fubtile, deceivers by rea» 
fon of their commerce and traflick with divers forts of people and 
nations.By all this difcourfe we may fay,and {ee that generally thufe 
of the North do excel in body, have ftrength for theiy part 5 and 
they of the South in f{pirit, and have for their part fubtilty ; they 
of the middle Regions partake of both, and are temperate in all. 
So likewife we may fee that their manners, to fay the truth, are nei- 
ther vices mor virtues, but works of Nature, which to amend or 
renounce altogether is more then difficult ; but to {weeten, temper 
and reduce the extremity, to a mediocrity, it is a work of virtue. . 


CHAP. XLIIL 


The fecond diftinction, and more fubtile difference of the Spirits 
and fufficiencies of men. 


‘His fecond diftinction which refpeéteth the fpirit and fuffici- 


2 ency, isnot fo plain, and perceptible as the other, and comes 


degrees of peo as well from nature as atchievment ; according unto which there 


plein the 
world. 
Ye 


2e 


are three forts of people in the world, as three conditions and de= 
grees of f{pirits. In the firft and the loweft are the weak and plain 
{pirits, of bafe and flender capacity, born to obey, ferve, and to be 
led, who in effect are fimply men. In the fecond aud middle {tage 
are they that are of an indifferent judgment, make profeffion of 
fufhctency, knowledg, dexterity, but do not fufficiently underftand 
and judg themfelves, refting themfelves upon that which is com- 
monly held, and given them at the firfthand, without further en- 
quiry of the truth and fource of things, yea with a perfwafion 
that itis not lawful; and never looking farther then where they be, 
but thinking that itis every where fo3 or ought to be fo, and that 
if it be otherwife, they are deceived, yea they are barbarous. They 
fubject themfelves to opinions, and the municipal laws of the place 
where they live, even from the time they were firft hatched, not 
only by obfervance and cuftom, which all ought to do, but even 
from the very heart and foul, witha perfwafion that that which is 
believed in their village is the true touchftone of truth, (here is no- 
thing fpoken of divine revealed truth, or religion) the only, or 
at leaft the beft rule to live well. Thee forts of people are of the 
{chool and jurifdiction of Ariftotle, affirmers, politive men, dog- 
matifts, who refpe& more utility then verity, according to the ufe 


and 

































Of the fpirits and fufficiencies of men. 
and cuftom of the world, then that which is good and true in it 
felf. Of this condition there area very great number, and divers 
degrees; the principal and moft active amongft them govern the 
world, and have the command in their hand. In the third and 
higheft ftage are men indued witha quick and clear {pirit, a ftrong, 
firm, anddolid judgment, who are not content with a bare affir- 
mation, nor fetle themfelves in common received opinions, nor 
fuffer themfelves to be won and preoccupated by a publick and 
common belief, whereof they wonder not at all, knowing, that 
there are many coferages, deceits and impoftures received in the 
world with approbation and applaufe, yea publick adoration and 
reverence: but they examine all things that are propofed, found 
maturely, and feck without paffion. the caufes, motives and jurif 
dictions even to the root, loving better to doubt, and to hold in 
fufpence their belief, then by a loofe and idle facility or lightnefs, 
or precipitation of judgment to feed themfelves with lies, and af- 
firm ot fecure themfelves of that thing whereof they can have no 
certain reafon. Thefe are but few in number, of the School of 
Socrates and Plato, modett, fober, ftayed, confidering more the ve- 
rityand reality of things then the utility; who it they be well 
born, having with that above mentioned probity and government 
in manners, they are truly wife, and fuch as here we feck after. 
But becaufe they agree not with the common fort, as touching o- 
pinions, fee more cleerly, pierce more deeply, are not fo facile and 
eafie drawn to believe, they are fulpeéted and little efteemed of o- 
thers, who are far more in number, and held for phantafticks and 
Philofophers; a word which they ufe in a wrong fenfe, to wrong 
others. In the firft of thefe three degrees or orders there isa far 
greater number then in the fecond, and in the {econd then inthe 
third. They of the firft and laft, the loweft and higheft, trouble 


not the world, make no ftir, the one for infufficiency and weak-: 


nefS, the other by reafon of too great fifficiency, ftability, and 
wifdom. They of the middle make all the ftir, the difputati- 


ons that are in the world, a prefumptuous kind of people, always: 


ftirred, and always ftirring. They of the lower rank, asthe bot- 
tom, the lees, the fink, refemble the earth, which doth nothing but 
receive and fuffer that which comes from above. They of the 
middle refemble the region of the air, whereinare formed all the 
meteors, thundrings and alterations are made, which afterwards 
fallupon the earth. They of the higher {tage refemble the firma-. 
ment 
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the third diftinGion and difference. 


ment it felf, or at Ieaft the higheft region next unto heaven, pure® 


clear, neat and peaceable. This ditference of men proceedeth partly 
from the nature of the firft compofition and temperature of the brain, 
which is different, moift, hot, dry, and that in many degrees, where- 
by the fpirits and judgments are either very folid, couragious, or 
feeble, fearful, plain: and partly from inftruction and-difcipline 5 
as alfo from the experience and practice of the world; which ferv- 
eth to put off fimplicity, and to become more advifed. . Lafily, all 
thefe three forts of people are found under every robe, form and con- 
dition both of good and evil men, but divertly. 

There is another diftinGtion of {pirits and fifficiencies, for fome 
there are that make way themfelves, andare theirown guides and 
governours. Thefe are happy, of the higher fort, aud very rare 5 
others have need of help, and thefe are of two forts: For forme 
need only alittlelight, it is enough if they have a guide and a torch 
‘to go betore them, they will willingly and eafily follow. Others 
there are that muft be drawn, they need a fpur, and mutt be led 
by the hand. I {peak not of thote that cither by reafon of their 
great weaknefs cannot, as they are of the lower range, or the malig- 
nity of their nature will not, as they of the middle, who are neither 
good to follow, nor will {uffer themfelves to be drawn and directed, 


for thefe are a people paft all hope. 


CHAP. XLIV. 


The third diftinttion and difference of men accidental, of their de~ 
grees, efates and charges. 


His accidental diftin@tion, which refpeéteth the eftates and 
charges is grounded upon two principles and foundations of 
humane fociety, which are to command and obey, power and {ub- 
jeCtion,{uperiority and inferiority. Imperio & obfequio omnia conftants 
All shings do confit of command and fubjettion. This diftinCtion we 
better (ee, firft in grofs in this Table. 








The third diftinion and difference: 
| Marriage , of the busband and The firft gene. 


the wife. Thisis the fource of ral divifion. 
humane fociety. 
Paternal of Parents over their 








, Families Chiidren. This is truly na- 
| and houf- tural. 
| hold go- I 
Be <. . 
| verament | Lords , over 
“Private | and it is Herile, which D their flaves. 
| which ts g Jomfolas is trof old , of ) Mafters, over 


either in } their fervantse 
Patronal, of Patrons over their 
| pupils: the ufe whereof i is lefs 
L Peaieud 
Corporatzons and Colledges > Civil commu- 
nities over the particular members of that 
COMInUNIt ys 
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1 Soveraign , which is three- Monarchy, of 
fold, at they are. three one. 

| forts of eftates, con@as | Ariftocracy , of 

|i nationes 6 urbes, popu-% a fem. 
lus ethane aut {in- | Democracy of 

uli ‘regunt, 1. ade 

Publick, 

which is ¢ Subaltern, whichis int Particular Lords, int 

‘« either | thofe who are fupe- many degrees. Offi- 
riors and taferiors, cers hp ee fove= 
for divers re. fons ,% raiguty , whereof- 

places; perfons; as | there are. divers 

t forts. 


This publick power, whether it be foveraign, or fubaltern, hath re fab distin 
other tub divifions, nes to be known. The foveraign, which (as of rhe saver sign 
hath been {aid) is threefold,. in regard of the manner of govern- power. 
ment, ‘like wile threefol ds thatisto fay, every one of thefe three 
is governed after a threetol ld manner, and+is therefore called Roy- 
al, or Signorial, or Tyrannical. Royal, wherein the foveraign (be 
icone, Or many, or all) obeying the laws of Nature, preerveth 
ths 
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Of men accidental, of their degrees, eftates, Ec. 


the natural liberty and propriety of the goods of his fubje@ts. Ad 
reges poteltas omnis pertinet, ad fingulos proprietas: omnia Rex im- 
perio poffidet , finguli dominio. All power belongeth to Kings, to 
every particular man the propriety, the King poffeffeth all by com- 
maitd, private men by poffeffion. Seignorial or Lordly, where the 


-Soveraign is Lord both of men and goods, by the right of arms, 


governing his fubjets as flaves.. Tyrannical, where the Soveraiga 
coutemning all Laws of Nature, doth abufe both the perfons and 
goods of his fubjeGts, differing from a Lord, .as a thief from an 
enemy inwar. Of the three foveraign ftates, the Monarchy, and 
of the three governments, the Lordly, are the more ancient, great, 
durable, and majefticals asin former times, Affyria, Perfia, Ez ypt, 
and now Ethiopia the moit ancient, that is, Mufcovy, Tartary, 
Turk y, Peru. But the better and more natural ftate and govern- 
ment, is the Mozarchy Royal. - The moft famous Aviffecracies , 
hath fometimes been that of the Lacedemonians, and now the 
Venetians. The Democracies, Rome, Athens, Carthage, Royal in their 
government. 

The publick fubaltern power, which isin particular Lords, is of 
many kinds and degrees, principally five, that is to fay, Lords Tri- 
butaries, who pay only tribute. 

Feudetaries, fimple Vaffals, who owe faith and homage for 
tenure of their Land. Thete three may be Soveraigns. 

Va{fals bound to do fervice, who befides faith and homage, owe 
likewife perfonal fervice, whereby they cannot truly be Sove- 

~raignis. 

Natural fubjecéts, whether they be Vaffals or Cenfars, or other- 
wile, who owe fubjection and obedience, and cannot be exempted 
from the power of their Soveraign, and thefe are Lords. 

The publick fubalcern power, which is in the officers of the Sove- 
raignty, is of divers kinds, and both in regard of the honour, and 
the power may be reduced to five degrees. 

The firft and bafeit, are thofe ignominious perfons, which fhould 
remain without the City, the laft executioners of juttice. 

The fecond,they that have neither honour nor infamy, Serjeants, 
Trumpeters. 

The third, fuchas have honour, without knowledg and power, 
Notaries, Receivers, Secretaries. 

The fourth, they that have with honour, power, and knowledg, 
but without juri{diction, the Kings fervants. 

The 
















































An Advertifement. 


The fifth, they that have with the rett jurifdiction; and thee are 
properly called Magifirates; of whom there are many diftinctions, 
and efpecially thefe five, which are all double. 

Majors, Senatours,{ | § Politicks.. 
* ) Minors, Judges. § 7 2 Militaries. 

, Civil. Lu eae in ofiices of form, who have it by 

* ) Criminal. 5 +) Commiffaries. (inheritance. 


‘Perpetual, as the leffer both in number and otherwife fhould. 


2 be. 
: Temporal and moveable, as the greater fhould be. 


Of the eftates and degrees of Men in particular, 
following this precedent Table. 


An Advertifements. 


Ere we are to {peak in particular of the parts-of this table; and: 
H the diftinctions of powers and fubjections, (beginning with 
the private and domeftical) that is to fay, of every eftate and pro- 
feflion of men, to theend we may know them, and therefore this 
may be called, The Book of the knowledg of man, for the duties 
of every one fhall be fet down in the third Book, in the virtue of 
jultice ; where in like manner and order all thefe eftates and chap- - 
ters thall be refumed and examined. Now before we begin, it 
$hall be neceffary fummarily to {peak of commanding and obeying, 


two foundations and principal caufés of thele divertities of eftates 
and charges. . 


CHAP. XLV. 
Of commanding and obeying. - 


Hefe, as hath been faid, are the two foundations of all humane 
fociety, andthe diverfity of eftates and profeffions: They: 

are Relatives, they do mutually refpeét, ingender, and conferve 
one the other, and are alike required in all affemblies and com- 
munities; but are yet fubje& to a natural kind of envy, and an 
everlafting conteftation , complaint and obtreGtation. The po- 
pular eftate: makes the Soveraign. of worfe condition then a Car 
ter. The Monarchy placeth him above God himfelf. In command- 


ing 









































































of commanding and obeying. 
‘s the honour, the difhculty (thefe two commonly go toge- 
the goodnels, the {ufficiency, all qualities of greatnels; Com- 
id, that is to fay, liuthciencys: courage, we Lope heaven 
aud of God, Imperium non nifi divino fato d atur * ommis poteftas 
a Deo of : Empire and dominion is not given but by divine deftiny 
all pow is from God above. And'theretore Plato was wont to lay, 
That Goda id not appoint and eftablifh men, that is to fay, men of 
@ common fort and fufficiency, and piiey humane, to rule others, 
but fuch as by fome divine touch, . fingular virtue, and gift of hea- 
ven do excel others: and therefore they are called Heroes. In,obey- 
ing, is utility, proclivity, neceflity, 3 in tu ch fort, that for the Bae 
tion of the weal publicé, it4as more-ne ceffary then well to comman 
and the denial of obedience,or not to obey as men fhould.is far more 
dangerous, then for @Prince not to command a: as he fh ould. Ev a 
ds in marriage, though the hel nd and the wife be equally obliged 
to loyalty, and fidelity, and have both bound t hemfelves by Seinile 
‘nthe fame words, the fame ceremonies and folemmities; yet not- 
with fianding, the; inconves niencies are in compa tably far greaters in 
thefact of ad ulterys to the wife then the husband: even fo, though 
command and obedience are equally req ee in every {tate and com- 
pany, yet the inconveniences ot difobedience im ft ubjects, are far 
nore dangexou is, then of il] government ina Commander. . Many 
States have a long time continued and. profpered:too,. under the 
command of wicked Princes'and Magiftrates, the fubjetts obeying, 
and accommodating themfelyes to their government : : and therefore 
a wife man being once asked, why the Common-wealth of Sparta 
was fo flourithing, and whether it were, becaufe their Kings come 
mand well? Nay rather, faith BG becaufe the Citizens obey well. 
; For if the fubjects once refufe to obey, and fhake oi ff their -yoke, that 
i ftate mutt cau fall to the ground. 
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i, | Of Marriage. ine 165 
wis the beginning of Cities, and the feminary of the Common-wealth : 
Yet it hath been contemned and-defamed.by many great Perfonages, 
who have judged it unworthy -men-of /heart and {pirit, and have 
framed many objections againtt it. 

Firft, they account the band and obligation thereof unjuit,.a 4p 
hard and over-fight captivity, infomuch that by marriage, a man is Objedfions z- 
‘bound and enthralled to the cares and humours of another. And &4iaft mar- 
af it fallout, that he hath miftaken in his choice, and have met!##6* 
with a hard bargain, more bone then flefh, his life is ever after- 
wards moft miferable. _ What iniquity and injuftice.can there be 
greater, then for one hours folly, a fault committed without ma- 
lice, and by meer over-fight, yeamany times.to obey the advice 
of another, aman fhould be bound to an everlatting torment? It 
were better for him to put the halter about his neck, and to caft 
himfelf into the Sea his head downward, to end his miferable life, 
then to live always in the pains of hell, and to fuffer without inter- 
miffion-on his fide, the tempeft of jealoutic, of malice, of rage, of 
madnefs, of brutith obitinacy, and other miferable conditions: 
and therefore one-fticks not to fay, That he that invented this knot 
and tie of marriage, had found a goodly and beautiful means to be 
revenged of man, atraporgin to entangle beafts, and afterwards 
to make them languifh at a little fire. Another faith, That to 
marry a wife man toa fool, ora foolto a wife man, is to bind the 
living to the dead, which was the cruelleft death invented by ty- 
rants, to make the living to languifh and die by the company of 
thedead. Secondly, they fay, that marriage isa corruption and 
adulterating of good and rare fpirits, infomuch that the flatteries 
and {mooth fpeeches of the party beloved, the affeGion towards 
children, the care of houfhold affairs, and advancement of their | 
families, do leffen, diffolve, and molifie the vigour and ftrength | 
of the moft lively and-generous fpirit that is, witnels Samfon, Solo- | 
mon, Marc. Antony. And therefore howfoever the matter go, i 
we had not need to marry. But thefe that have more flefh then HE 
fpirit, ftrong in body, and weak in mind, tie them to the fefh | 
and give them the charge of {mall and bafe matters, fuch as they | 
are capable of. But fuchas are weak of body, have their fpirits ie 
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great, flrong, and puiffant, it isnot thena pity to bind them to Le 
the fiefh, and to marriage, asmendo beaftsin the ftable? We fee . | 
that beafts the more noble they are, the ftronger and fitter for 
fexvice, as horfes and dogs, the more are they kept afunder from | 
the } 
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Of Marriage. 
the company and acquaintance of the other fex, and it is the man- 
ner to put beafts of leaft efteem at random together. So likewile, 
{uch men and women as are ordained to the moft venerable and 
holieft vocation, and which ought to be asthe cream, and marrow 
of Chriftianity, Church-men and religious, are (though not by any 
wartant from the word of God) excluded from marriage. And 
the reafonis, becaufe marriage hindereth and averteth thofe beau- 
tiful and great elevations of the foul, the contemplation of things 
high, celeftial and divine, which isincompatible with the troubles 
and moleftations of domeiical affairs : for which caufe the 
Apofile preferreth the folitary continent life before marriages “Uti- 
lity may well hold with marriage, but honeity is on the other 
fide. 
Again, it troubleth beautiful and holy enterprifes: as Saint 
Auftin reporteth , that having determined with fome other his 
friends, among{t whom there was fome married, to retire them- 
(elves from the City, and the company of men, the better to attend 
to the ftudy of wifdom and virtue, their purpofe was quickly brok- 
en and altered, by the wives of thofe that were married. And ano- 
ther wife man did not doubt to fay, that :f men could live without 
women, they fhould be vifited and accompanied by Angels :, More- 
to fuch as delight in travel, and to 
{ee firange countries, whether to learn to make themfelves wife, or 
to teach others to be wife, and to publifh that to others which they 
know. Toconclude, marriage doth not only corrupt and deject 
good and great fpirits, but it robbeth the weal-publick of many 
beautiful and great things, which cannot manifett themfelves, re- 
mainifg in the bofom and lap of a woman, or being, {pent upon 
young children. But is it not a goodly fight, may a great lofs, that 
he that is able for his wifdom and policy, to govern the whole 
world, fhould fpend his time in the government of a woman anda 
few children? and therefore it was well an{wered by a great perfo- 
nage being follicited to marry, That he was born to command 
men, not a womans to counfel Kings and Princes, not little chil- 
dren. 
To all thisa man may anfwer, that the nature of man is not ca- 
able of perfection, or of any thing againft which nothing may be 
The beftand moft ex- 
degree or other but fick- 
ly, mingled with difcommodities: They are ali but neceflary 
evils. 
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Of Marriage. 
evils. And thisis the beft that man could devife for his preferva- 
tionand multiplication. Some (as Plato, and others) would more 
fubtilly have invented means to have avoided thefe thorny incon- 
veniencies; but befides that they built caftles in the air, that could 
not long continue in ufe, their inventions likewife if they could have 
been put in practice, would not have been without many difcom- 
modities and difficulties. Man hath been the caufe of them, and 
hath him(elf brought them forth by his vice, intemperancy,and con- 
trary paflion; aud we are not to accufe the flate, nor any other 
but man, who knows not well how to ufeany thing. Moreover 
aman may fay, that by reafon of thefe thorns and difficulties, it 
isa {chool of virtue, an apprentifhip, and a familiar and domefti- 
calexercife : and Socrates, a Doctor of wifdom, did once fay, to 
{iach as hit him in the teeth with his wives pettifh frowardnefs,That 
he did thereby learn even within his own doors, to be conftant and pa~ 
tient every where elfe, and to think the croffes of fortune to be freet 
and pleafant unto bim. (tisnot to be denied, but that he that can 
live unmarried doth beft: but yet for the honour of marriage, a man 
may fay, that it was firft inftituted by God himfelf in Paradife, 
before any other thing, and that in the ftate of innocency and per- 
fection. See here four commendations of marriage, but the fourth 
paffeth all the reft, and is without reply. Afterwards the Son of 
God approved it, and honoured it with his prefence at the firft 
miracle that he wrought, and that miracle done in the favour of 
that ftate of marriage, and married men; yea he hath honoured 
it with this priviledge, that it {erveth fora figure of that great uni- 

on of his with the Church, and for that caufe it is called a myttery, 
and great. 

Without all doubt, marriage is nota thing indifferent: It is ei- 


ing burthenfom tye, if it beill: Ic is a bargain where truly that is 
verified which is aid, Homo homini Deus, aut lupus, Manisto man 
either a God or a Wolf. 

Marriage is a work that confifteth of many parts; there mutt be 


e e * r~ a ~~ 5° 
a meeting of many qualities, many contiderations befides the Pat~ A good mar- 
tiesmarried. For whatfoever a man fay, he marrieth not only for riage a rare 
himfelfs his pofterity, family, alliance, and other means, are of great g00d, 
rt 


hen. See here the caufe why fo few 
N 2 good 


importance, anda grievous bu 
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ther wholly a great good, ora great evil; a great content, ora great Wolly good, oF 
trouble; a paradifeor a hell: Itis either a {weet and pleafant way ee 

if the choice be good 5 ora rough and dangerous match,anda oauls - 
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Of Marriage. 
good are found; and becaufe there are fo few good found, itis'@ 
token of the price and value thereof; it isthe condition ofall great 
charges: Royalty is full of difficulty, and:few there are that exer-- 
cife it well and happily. And whereas we fee many times that it fal- 
leth not out fo luckily,the reafon thereof is the licentious liberty and: 
unbridled defire of the perfons themfelves, and not in the ftate and. 
inftitution of marriage : and therefore it ts commonly more commo- 
dious, and-beter fitted in good, fimple, and vulgar fpirits, where de- 
licacyscuriofity,and idlene(s are lef{s troublefome: unbridled humours: 
and turbulent wavering minds are not fit for this ftate or degree. 

Marriage is a ftep to wifdom, aholy and inviolable band, an 
honourable match. If the choice be good and well ordered, there 
isnothing inthe world more beautiful: Ic is a fweet fociety of life, 
full of conftancy, truft; and an infinite number of profitable othces,, 
and mutable obligations: It is a fellowfhip not of love but amity. 
For love and amity are as different, as the burning fick heat-of a fe- 
ver, fromthe natural heat of afound body. Marriage hath init 
(elf amity, utility, juftice, honour, conftancy, a plain pleafure, but 
found, tirm, and more univerfal. Love is grounded upon plea- 
fure only, and it.is more quick, piercing, ardent. Few marriages 
fucceed well, that have their beginnings. and progrefs from beauty 
and amorous-defires. Marriage hath need ot foundations, more 
folid and conitant, and we muft walk more warily 5. this boyling 
affection is worth nothing, yea marriage hatha better conductbya. 
third hand. 

Thus much is faid fummarily and fimply; but more exactly:to: 
defcribe it, we know that in marriage there are two things effen- 
tial untoit, andéem contrarics, though indeed they be nots that 
istofay, anequality fociable, and fuch as is between Peers: and 
an inequality, that is to fay, fuperiority and inferiority. The equa- 
lity confifteth in an entire and perfeG&t communication and commu- 
nity of all things, fouls, wills, bodies, goods, the fundamental 
law.of martiage, whichin fome places is extended even to life and 
death, in fuch fort, that the hushand being dead, the wife muft in- 
continently follow. This is practifed in {ome places by the Publick 
laws of the countries, and many times with fo ardent affection, 
that many wives belonging to one husband, they contend, and pub- 
lickly plead. for the honour to go firft to fleep with their Spoufe 
(that istheir word) alledging tor themfelves, the better to obtain, 
their {uit and preferment herein, their goodfervive, that they were 

belt. 



















































































Of Alarriage, 
beloved, had the laft kifS of their deceafed husband, and have had 
children by them. 
Et certamen babent lethi, que viva fequatur 
Conjugiums pudor eft non licuiffe mori. 
Ardent vitirices, & flamme pectora prebent, 
Imponuntque fuis ora perufta virise 
Strive (and give reafons ) each one earneftly 
To have the honour, with their husband dy 
To liveisfhame and lofs, who doth obtain, 
Imputes to pleafure, that which we count paine 
And is fo ardent hot in ber defire, 


Fearing reverfing judgment more iben fire, 


That fhe makes bafte, Ce. 

In other places it was obferved, not by publick laws, but private 
compacts and agreements Of marriage, as betwixt Marc. Antony 
and Cleopatra: This equality doth likewife confift in that power 
which they have 1a common over their family, whereby the wife 
is called the companion of her husband, the miftrefS of the houfe 
and family, as the husband, the Mafter and Lord: and their joynt 
authority over their family, iscompared to Ariftocracie- 

The diftinction of fuperiority and inferiority confifteth in this 


that the husband hath power over the wife, and the wife is fub- Inequ. 


je to the husband. This agreeth with all laws and policies but 
-yet more orlefs, according to the diverfity of them. In all things 
the wife, though fhe be far more noble, and more rich, yet is {ub- 
ject to: the husband. This {uperiority and inferiority is natural, 
founded upon the ftrength and {ufficiency of the one, the weakue(s 
and infifliciency. of the other. The Divines ground it upon other 
reafons drawn from the Bible: Man was firft made by God alone, 
and immediately, exprefly for God, his head, and according to his 
Image, and perfect; tor nature doth always begin with things per- 
feet. The woman.was made inthe fecond place, after man, of the 
fabftance of man by occafion and for another thing, mulier ef vir oc- 
cufionatus, A woman is aman occafionate, amtansoccafion, and the ocr 
cafion of aman, toferve asanaid, and asa fecond to man, who is her 
head, and therefore imperfect. And this is the difference by order 
of generation. That of corruption and fin proveth the fame, for the 
woman was the firft in prevarication, and by her own weaknefs and 
will did fin,man the fecond, and by occafion of the woman; the wo- 
man,then the laft in good and in generation, and by occafion, the firlt 
N 3 in 
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‘E76 Of Marriage. 
“in evil arid the oceafion thereof, is juftly fubje& unto man, the firft 
in good, and laft in evil. 

This fuperiority and power-of the husband, hath been in fome 
‘The power of places fuch as that of the father, over life and death, as with the 
eae Romans, by the law of Romulus: and the husband had power to 
By5: " Kill his witein four cafes, Adultery, Suborning of children, coun- 
/Lib.2. terfeiting of falfe keys, and drinking of wine. So likewife with 
Lib.6.belGal. the Greeks, as Polybiw, and the ancient French, as Cefar afhrm- 
eth, the power of the husband was over the lifeand death of his wife. 
Elfewhere, and there too, afterwards this power was.moderated 5 
but almoft in all places the power of the husband and the fubje&i- 
| on ofthe wife doth infer thus much, That the husband is matter of 
the actions and vows of his wife, and may with words correct 
her and hold her to the ftocks (as for blows, they are. unworthy a 
woman.of honour and honefty, faith the Law ) and the wite is 
bound to hold the condition, follow the quality, country, family, 
habitation and rank of her husband; fhe muft accompany and fol- 
low him inall things, in his journeys if need be, his banifhment, 
his imprifonment, .yea a wandring perfon, a vagabond,.a fugitive. 
The examples hereof aremany and excellent : of Su/pitia who fol~ 
lowed her husband Lentulus being banithed into Cicilys Eritbrea 
“her husband Phalariss Ipficrates the wife of King Mithridate van- 
Geen. Tacit, quifhed by Pompey, who wandred thorow the world. . Some add 
unto this, That wives are to follow their husbands even in the 
wars, and into thofe Provinces, whither the husband is fent with 
| publick charge. Neither can the wife bring any thing into quefti- 
' onof law, whether fhe be plaintiff or defendant, without the au- 
| thority of her husband, or of the Judg, ifhe refufe; neither can the 
Wa call her husband into judgment, without the permiffion of the 

i Magiltrate. 
i Marriage is not carried after one andthe fame fafhion, neither 
The divers hathitin every place the fame laws, and rules, but according to 
rules ofmar- the diverlity of religions and countries, it hath rules either more 
Vhage. eafic, Or more fireight: according to the rules of Chriftianity, of 
Be allother the ftreightett, marriage is more fubject, and held more 
i] fhort. There is nothing but the entrance left free, the continuance 
is by conftraint, depending of fomething elfe then our own wills. 
Other nations and religions, to make marriage more eafie, tree and 
fertile, have received and practiled Polygamy and repudiation, liber- 
ty totakeand leave wives: they accufe Chriftianity for taking oe 
thefe 
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hefe two, by which means amity and multiplication, the princi< 
pal ends of marriage, are much prejudiced, inafmuch as amity:is an 

nemy to all conftraint, and they do better maintain themfélves in 
<n honeft liberty 5 and.multiplication is made by the woman, as Na- 
ture doth richly.make known unto usin wolves, of whom the race 
is {0 fertile in the production of their young, even to the number 
of twelve orthirteen, that they far excel all other profitable crea- 


tures: of thefe there are great numbers killed every day, by which: 
means there are but fews and they, though of all others the moft- 


fertile, yet by accident the moft barren: the reafon is, becaufe of 
{o great a number as they bring, there is one only female, which 
for the moft part beareth not, by reafon of the multitude of males 
that concur in the generation, of which the greateft part die with- 
out fruit, by the want of females:. So likewifé we may fee how 
much Polygamy helpeth to multiplication, in thofe nations that re« 
ceiveits Jews, Turks, and other Barbarians who are able to raife 
forces, of three or four thoufand fighting men fit for wars... Con« 
trariwife, in Ghriftendom there are many linked together in matri- 
mony, the one of which, if not both, are barren, which being placed: 
with others, both the one and the other may. happily. leave great: 
potterity behind them. But to {peak more truly, all this fertility 
confificth in the fertility of one only woman. Finally they object, 
That this Chriltian-like reftraint, is the caufe of many lafcivious 
pranks, and adulteries. To all which we may anf{wer, That Chrifti- 
anity confidereth not of marriage by reafons purely humane, natu- 
ral, temporal; but it beholds it with another vifage, and weigheth : 
it with reafons more high and noble, as hathbeen faid. Add unto: 
this, That experience fheweth in the greateft part of marriages, that’ 
conliraint increafeth amity; efpecially in fimple and debonair minds, 
who do eafily accommodate themfelves, where they find themfelves > 
in fuch fort linked.- And as for lafciviousand wicked perfons, it is - 
the immodefty of their manners that makes them fuch, which no li- 
berty canamend. And to fay the truth, Adulteries are as common, » 
where Polygamy and repudiation are imrforces witncfs the Jews, and 
David, who forall the wives that he had, could not defend himfelf 
fromit: and contrariwife, they have been a long time unknown in 
policies well governed, where there was neither Polygamy, nor re~ 
pudiation; witnefs Sparta and Romea long time after the foundati- 
on. And therefore it is abfurd to attribute it unto religion, which 
tcacheth nothing but purity and continency. a 
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Of Marriage. 

The liberty of Polygamy, which feemeth in fome fort natural, is 
carried diverlly according to the diverfity of nations and policies, In 
{ome, all the wives that belong to one husband live in common, and 
are equal in degree, and fo are their children. Yn others, there is one 
who is the principal, and as the miftrefs, whofe children inherit the 
goods, honours, and titles of the husband: the reft of the wives are 
kept apart, and carry in fome places the titles of lawful Wives,-in 
others of concubines, and their children are only penfioners. 

The ufe of repudiation in like fort is different: for with fome, as 
the Hebrews, Greeks, Armenians, the caufe of the {eparation is not 
expreffed, and it is not permitted to retake the wife once repudiated, 
but yet lawful to marry another. But by the law of Mahomet, the 
f{eparation is made by the Judg, with knowledg taken of the canfe 
(except it be by mutual confent) which muft be adultery, fterility,in- 
compatibility of humours, an enterprife on his, or her part, againfi 
the lite of each other, things directly and efpecially contrary to the 
fiateand inffitution of marriage: and it is lawful to retake one ano- 
ther, asoften as they fhall think good. The former feemeth to be 
the better, becaufe it bridleth proud women, and over-fharp and 
bitter husbands. The fecond which is to expref the caufe, difho- 
noureth the partics, and difcovereth many things which fhould be 
hid. And if it fall out that the caufe be not fufliciently verified, and 
that they muft continue together, poyfonings and murthers do 
commonly enfue, many times unknown unto men: as it was dif= 
covered at Rome before the ufe of repudiation, wherea woman be- 
ing apprehended for poyfoning of her husband, accufed others, and 
they others too, to the number of threefcoreand ten, which were 
all executed for the fame offence. But the worft law of all others 
hath been, that the adulterer efcapeth almoft every where without 
punifhment of death, and all that is laid upon him is divorce, and 
{eparation of company, brought in by Fuftinian, aman wholly pof- 
{effed by his wife, who caufed whatfoever laws to pafs, that might 
make for the advantage of women, From hence dotharifea dan- 
ger of perpetual adultery, defire of the death of the one party, the 
on is not punifhed, the innocent injured remaineth without 
amends. 


The duty of married folk, See Lib. 3. Chap. I 2. 
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Of Parents and Children. 


CHAP. XLVII. 
Of Parents and Children: 


‘Here are many forts and degrees of authority and humane tT. 


power, Publick and Private, but thereis none more natural, Father ly power 


nor greater then that of the Father over his children, ( [fay Father, 

becaufe the Mother who islubjet unto her husband cannot proper- 

ly have her children in her power and fubjection ) but it hath not 

been always and in all places alike. In former times almott every 

where it was abfolute and univerfal, over the life and death, the li- 

berty, the goods, the honour, the a¢tions and carriages of their 

children, as to plead, to marry, to get goods; as namely with the 

Romans by the exprefS law of Romulus, Parentum in liberos pion, Halic, 

omne jus eto, relegandt, vendendi, occidendi: Let the Parents have lib. 2. antiq. 

full liberty to difpofe of their childrens yea, of banifbing, felling or kul- ee: AUIS. 

ling them. Except only children under the age of three years, who Seat 

as yet could not offend either in word or deed : which Law was af- Gel. lib. 20. 

terwards renewed by the Law of the twelve Tables, by which the Lib. 8. Eth. 

Father was allowed to fell his children to the third time: wich the ope 

Perfians, according to Aritotle, the ancient F rench, as Cefar and we fea 

Profper affirm; with the Mufeovites and Tartars , who might Profper. 

(ell their children in the fourth time. And it fhould feem from the Aquitan. in 

fact of Abraham going about to killhis fon, that this power was Epift, Sig. 

likewife under the Law of Nature: forif ithad been againtt his 

duty, and without the power of the Father, he had never confent- 

ed thereunto,ncither had he ever thought that it was God that com- 

manded him to do it, ifithad been againft Nature. And therefore 

we fee that Ifzac made no refiftance, nor alledged his innocency, 

knowing that it wasin the power of his Father: which derogateth 

not in any fort from the greatnefs of the faith of Abraham, be- 

caufe he would not {acrifice his {on by virtue of his right or power, 

nor for any demerit of I/zac, but only to obey the command- 

ment of God. So likewife it avas in force by the law of Mofes, Dent. 21, 

though fomewhat moderated. So that we {ce what this power 

hath been in ancient times, in the greateft part of the world, and 

which endured unto the time of the Roman Emperours. With the 

Greeks it was not fo great and abfolute, nor withthe Egyptians: 

Neverthele(s, if it fell out that the Father had killed his fons wrong 

fully, and without caufe, he had no other punifhment, but to be 
(hut 
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174 Of Parents and Children. 
fhut up three days together with the dead body. 
2. Now the reafons and fruits of {o great and abfolute a power of. 
The reafons Fathers over their Children, neceflary for the culture of ood man- 
is ners, the chafing away of vice, and the publick good, were firft to 
ereoy. 


hold the children inaw.and duty: and fecondly, becanfé there are 
many great faults in children, that would efcape unpunifhed, to the 
great prejudice of the weal-publick, if the knowledg and punith-. 
ment of them, were but in the hand of publick authority; whether 
it be becaufe they are domettical and fecret, or becaufe there is no 
| man that will profecute againft them :. for the parents who know 
them, and are interefled in them, willnot difcredit thems; befides 
that, there are many. vicesand infolences, that are never punifhed 
| by juttice. Add hereunto, that there are many things to be tried, 
and many differences betwixt Parents and Children, Brothers and 
Sifters, touching their goods or other matters, whichare not fit to. 
be publifhed,which are extinct and buried by this fatherly authority. 
And the Law. did always fuppofe, that the father would never a- 
bufe this authority, becaufe of that great love which he naturally 
carrieth to his children, incompatible with cruelty: which is the 
caufe that inftead of punifhing them with rigour, they rather be- 
come interceffours for them, when they are in danger of the Law ;. 
and there can be no greater torment to them, then to fee their chil- 
dren in pain. And it falleth outwery feldom or never, that this. 
power is put in practice without very great occafion ;. fo that it was 
rather a {car-crow to children, and very profitable, thena rigour in. 
good earneft. 
3: Now this fatherly power (as over-fharp and dangerous) is al- 
The declination. moft of it {elf loft and abolifhed, ( for it. hath rather hapned bya 
kind of difcontinuance, then any exprefs law ) and it began to de-- 
cline, at the coming of the Roman Emperours: for,from the time 
of Auguftus, or fhortly. after, it was-no more in force, whereby: 
children became fo defperate and infolent againft their parents, that 
Lib. .de Seneca, {peaking to Nero, faid, That he had {een more parricides 
Clem, punifhed in five years paft, then had been in feven hundred years 
Saluft: in bel. before 3. that is to fay, fince the. foundation of Rome. In former 
ea times, if it fell out:chat the father killed his children, he was not 
ea punifhed, as we may {ce by the examples of Fulvius the Senatour, 
who killed his fon, becaufe he was a partner in the confpiracy of 
Cataline: and of divers other Senators, who have made criminal 
procefs againft their children in their own houles, and have con- 


demned 
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demned them to death, as Caffius Trutius, or to‘perpetual exile, 
as Manlius Torquatus his Son Sillauus. There were afterwards 
laws ordained, that injoyned the Father to prefent unto the Judg 
his children offending, that they might be punifhed, and that the 
Judg fhould pronounce fuch a fentenceas the Father thonght fit, 
which is ftill a kind of foot-ftep of antiquity: and going about to 
take away the power of the Father, they durft not do it but by 
halfs, and not altogether, and openly. Thefe latter laws come 
fomewhat neer the law of Mufes, which would, That at the only 
complaint of the Father made before the Judg, without any other 
knowledg taken of the caufe, the rebellious and contumacious child 
fhould be ftoned to deaths requiring the prefence of the Judg, ta 
the end the punithment fhould not be done, in feeret or in choler, 
but exemplarily. So that according to Mifes, this fatherly power 
was more free and greater, then it hath been after the time of the 
Emperours but afterwards under Conftautine the Great, and Theo- 
dofins, and tinally under Fujtinian, it was almott altogether exting. 
From whence it 1s, that children have learned to deny their obedi- 
ence to their Parents, their goods, theiraid, yea to wage law againtt 
them; a fhameful thing to fee our Courts full of thefecafes. Yea 
they have been difpenfed herewith, under pretext of devotionand 
otferings, as with the Jews before Chrift, wherewith he reproacheth 
them , and atterwards in Chriftianity, according to the opinion of 
_ fome: yeait hath been lawful to kill them, either in their own de- 
fence, or if they were enemies to the Common-weal : although to 
fay the truth, there {hould never be caufe jut enough for a Son to 
killhis Father. Nullum tantum fcelus committi potelta Patre, quod fit 
parricidio vindicandum, & nullum feelus rationem haber. A Father 
cannot commit fuch a crime, as may be revenged with parricide, and no 
wickedne{s bath any reafon 
Now we feel not what mifchief and prejudice hath hapened to 
the world, by the abolithing and extin@tion of this fatherly power. 
The Common-weals wherein it hath been in force, have always 
flourifhed. If there were any danger or evil in it, it might infome 
fort be ruled and moderated; but utterly to abolithit, as now it is, 
is neither honeft nor expedient, but hurtful and inconvenient, as 
hath been faid. 
Of the reciprocal duty of Parentsand Children, See L. 3. C- 14. 
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CHAP. XLVIILI. 
Lords and Slaves, Mafters and Servants. 


He ufe of flaves, and the full and abfolute power of Lords, and 
Maftcrs over them,, although it be a thing common thorow- 
out the world, and at all times (except within thefe four hundred 
years, in which time it hath fomewhat decayed, though of late it 
revive again ) “yet it isathing both monftrous and ignominious in 
the nature of man, and fuch as is not found in beatfts themfelves, 
who confent not to the captivity of their like, neither a@tively nor 
paflively. The law of Mofés hath permitted this as other things, ad 
duritiem cordis corum, for their harduefs of beart, but not fuch as 
hath been elfe-where : forit was neither fo great, nor fo abfolute, 
nor perpetual, but moderated within the compafs of feven years at 
the moft. Chriftianity hath left it, finding it univerfal in all places, 
as likewife to obcy idolatrous Princes and Mafters, and fuch like 
matters aS could not at the firftattempt & altogether be cxtinguifh- 
ed, they have abolifhed. 

There are four forts, Natural, that is, flaves born’; Enforced, 
and made by right of war; Juft, termed flaves by punifhment, by 
reafon of fome offence, or debt, whereby they are flaves to their 
Creditors, at the moft for feven years, according to the law of the 
Jews, but always until payment and reftitution be made in other 
places; Voluntaries, whereof there are many forts, as they that catt 
the dice for it, or fell their liberty for mony, as long fithence it was 
the Cuftom in A/maigne, and now likewile in fome parts of Chriften- 
dom, where they do give and vow themfelves to another for ever, 
as the Jews were wont to practife, who at the gate, bored a hole in 
their ear, in token of perpetual fervitude. And this kind of vo- 
luntary captivity, is the ftrangeft of all the reft, and almoft againft 
nature. 

It is covetoufnefs that is the caufe cf flaves enforced, and lewd= 
ne{s the caufe of voluntarics. ‘They that are Lords and Matters, 
have hoped for more gain and protit by keeping, then by killing 
them: and indeed, the faireft pofftflions and the richeft commo- 
dities, werein formertimes flaves. By this means CrufJis became 
the richeft among the Romans, who had befides thofe that ferved 
him five hundred :flaves, whoevery day brought gain and-commo- 
dity, by their gainful Arts and Myfteries, and afterwards when 
he 














































Lords and Slaves, Mafters and Servants. 
he liad niade what profit by them he could, he got much by the fale 
of them. 

It is a ftrange thing to read of thofe cruelties practifed by Lords ah 
upon their flaves, even by the approbation and permiffion of the Tee rae 
Laws themlelves: They have made them to till the earth being 0 ii 

chained together, as the manner is in Barbary at this day, they /laves, 
lodge them in holes and ditches: and being old, or impotent, and 
fo unprofitable, they fellthem, or drown them, andcaft them ins 
to lakes to feed their ifhwithal : They kill them not only for the 
leaft fault that is, asthe breaking of a Glafs, but for the leatt fifpi- 
cion, yea for their own pleafure and paftime, as Flaminius did, one 
of the honefteft men of his time. And to give delight unto the peo- 
ple,they were conftrained in their publick Theatres to kill one ano- 
ther. Ifa Mafter hapned tobe killed in his houfe by whomfoe- 
ver, the innocent flaves were all put to death, infomuch, that Pe- 
doniasthe Roman being flain, although the murderer were known, 
yet by the order of the Senate, four hundsed'of hisilaves were put 
to death. 

©n the other fide, it isa thing as ftrange, to hear of the rebelli- See 
ons, infurreGtions, and cruelties of flaves againft their Lords,when The cruelties 
they have been able to work. their revenge, not only in particular, Sanpete 
by furprifeand treafon, asit fell out one nightin-the City of Tyre, Lords. 
but in fet battel both by Sea.and Land: from whence the proverb is, 

' So many Slaves, fo many enemies 

Now as Chriftian Religion, and afterwards Mabumetifm did en- 6. 
creafe, the numberof flaves-did encreafe, and fervitude did ceafe, Diminurion of 
infomuch that the Chriftians, and: afterwards the Turks, like Apes!’?""* 
imitating them, gave freedom and liberty to all thofe that were of 
the’r. Religion 5. in fach fort, that about the twelve hundred year, 
there were almott.no flaves in the world, but where thefé two reli- 
gions had no authority. : . 

But as the number of flaves diminifhed, the numberof beggers_, . 7°. , 
and vagabonds increafed: for fo many flaves being {et at liberty, ener of i 
came from. the houfes and fubje€tion of their Lords, not having and vagabonds \\ 

| 








wherewitha to live, and perhaps having children too, filled the 

world with poor people. lk 
This poverty made them return to fervitude, and to become vo- 8. . 

luntary flaves, paying, changing, felling their liberty, to the end ee Be be ie 

they may have their maintenance and lifeaffured, andbequitofthe =” 

burthen of their children. Befides-this caufe, and this voluntary 

fervitude, 
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fervitude, the world is returned to the ufe of flaves, becanfe the 
Chriftians and Turks always maintaining wars one againft the o- 
ther, as likewife againft the Gentiles both oriental and occidental, 
although by the example of the Fews they have no flaves of their 
own nation, yet they have of others, whom, though they turn to 
their religion, they hold flaves by force. 

The power and authority of Matters over their Servants, is not 
very great, nor imperious; and in no fort can be prejudicial to the 
liberty of Servants; only they may chaftife and corre them with 
difcretion and moderation. This power is much lets over thofe 
that are mercenary, over whom they have neither power nor cor- 
reCtion. 


The duty of Mafters and Servants, fee lib. 3. chap. 15. 


CHAP. XLIX. 
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. TV_YAving fpoken of private power, we come to the publick, that 
The deferipti- of the ttate. The ftate, that is to fay, Rule, dominion, or a 
on and neceffi- certain order in commanding and obeying, is the prop, the cement, 
ty of the fate. and the foul of humane things: It is the bond of fociety, which 
cannot otherwile fubfift; Itis the vital {pirit, whereby {o many 
millions of men do breath, and the whole nature of things. 


pasta. Now notwithftanding it be the pillar and prop ofall, yet it isa 
ay: ppd * thing not fo fares very difficult, fubje@ to changes, Arduum & fub- 
He {Tale. ee : P a 
Tacit. jeclum fortune cuncta regendi onus: The burthen of government a 


hard maiter and fubjedl to fortune : which declineth, and fometimes 
falleth by hidden and unknown caufes, and that altogether at an in- 
fiant, from the higheft ftep to the loweft, and not by degrees, as it 
ufeth to belong a rifing. It is likewife expofed to the hatred both 
of great and {mall, whereby it is gauled, fubje@ to ambufhments, 
underminings, and dangers, which hapneth likewife many times by 
the corrupt arid wicked manners of the Soveraigns, and the nature 

of the Soveraignty which we are about to defcribe. 
2. Soveraignty is a perpetual and abfolute power, without con- 
The defcriptton {traint cither of time or condition. It confifteth ina power to give 
f Soveraign'y. lawstoallin general, and to every one in particular, without the 
confent of any other, or the gift of any perfon. And as another 
faith (to derogate from the common law) Soveraignty is {ocalleds 
and 
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and abfolute, becaufe it is not fubje to any humane laws, nonot 
hisown.. For it is againft nature to give laws untoall, and tocom- 
mand himfelf ina thing that dependeth upon his Will, Nulla ob- 
ligatio confiftere Potts qué avoluntate promittentis ftatum capit : LON 
obligation can flana good, which bath his ftrength from the will of the 
promifsr : nor of another, whether living or of his predeceffors, 
orthe countrey. Soveraign power is compared to fire, to the Sea, 
toa wild beaft; itisa hard matter to tame it, tohandleit, it wil 
not be croft, nor offended, but being, is very dangerous. Poteftas 
res eft que movert, docerique non a & caftigationem egre ferat : Pow- 
er isa thing which will neither be admonifbed nor taught, and with 
great difficulty, fuffereth any correction. 

The marks and propertics thereof, are, to judg the laft appeals, 


giftrates and officers, to give graces and difpenfations againft the 
Law, to impofe Tributes, to appoint mony, to receive homages? 
ambaffages, oaths. But all this is comprehended under the ablo- 
lute power, to give < and make Laws according to their pleafure. O- 
ther marks there are of les weight: as the Law of the Sea and fhip- 
wrack, confifcation for Treafon, power to change the’Tongue, title 
of Majetty. 

Greatnef3 and Soveraignty is fo much defired of all, becaufe all 
the good that is in it appeareth outwardly, and all the illis altoge- 
ther inward: As allo becaufe to command others, isa thing as beau- 
tiful and divine, as grea¢ and difheult: and forthis caufe they are 

efteemed and reverenced for more then men. Which belief in the 
people, and credit of theirs, is very neceffary and commodious to 
extort from the people due refpect and obe edience, the nurfe of peace 
aud guietnels. But in the end they prove to be men caftin the ame 
mould that other men are,and many times worfe bora,é& worfe qua 
litied in nature then many of the common fort of people.It feemeth 
that their actions, becaufe they are weighty and important, do ati 
ceed from weighty and important caufes: but they are nothing 
of the fame condition that other mens are. The fame ie ont 
breeds a braw! betwixt us and our neighbour,is ground enough of a 
war betwixt Princes: and that offence for which a Lacke y deferves 
a whipping, lighting upon a King, 1s the ruine of a whole pro- 
vincee They will a8 lightly as We, and we as they, but they cando 
more then we: the felf-{ame appetites movea Flye and an Elephant. 
Finally, befides thefe paffions, defects, and natural conditions , 
which 


all 
! 
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to ordain laws i in time of peace and war, to create and < appoint ma-~ The properties. 
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which they have common with the meaneft of thofe which do adore 
them, they have likewife vices and difcommodities which their 
greatnefs and foveraignty bears them out in, peculiar unto them- 
{elves. 

The ordinary manners of great Perfonages are, untamed pride, 


The manners of Durus eft veri infolens, ad recta flecli regius non vult tumor: Hethat is 


Soveraigns. 


Seneca, 
Tacitus. 


Jo 

The miferies, 
and difcom= 
modities. 


g. 
1. Intheir 
charge, 


énfolent, wuncapable of the truth, kingly pride will not yieldto thofe 
that aretrue. Violence too licentious.’ Id effe regni maximum pignus 
putant, fi quicquid aliis non licet, folis licet : quod non poteft, vult poffe, 
qui nimtum poteft: They think, it the greateft teftimony of their royalty, 
that that which u not permitted others, isnot lawful for them, he that 
bath power to do much, will have power to do what he cannot : Their 
Motto that beft pleafeth them is, Quod libet licet; What they liftis 
lawful: Sufpicion, Jealoufie, Suapte natura potentie anxii, They are 
waturally careful of their power, yea even.of their own infants 5 Suj- 
pecius femper invidufque, deminantibus quifquis proximus deftinatur, 
adeo ut difpliceant etiam civilia filiorumingenia: The next whofoever 
deftinuted to fucceed them, is always miftrufted and envied, infomuch 
that the civil demeanour of their own children doth alfo difpleafe theme 
Whereby it falleth out, that they are many times in alarm and fear, 
Ingenia regum prona ad formidinem;, Kings are naturally apt to 
fear. 

The advantages of Kings and Soveraign Princes above their peo- 
ple which feem fo great and glittering, are indeed but light, and 


-almoftimaginary; but they arerepayed with great, true, and fo- 


lid advantages and inconveniencies. The name and title of a So- 
veraign, the thew and outfide is beautiful, pleafant, and ambitious 5 
but the burthen and the infide is hard, difhcult, and irkfome; There 
is honour enough, but little reft and joy, or rather none at all; it 
is a publick and honourable fervitude, a noble mifery, a rich capti- 
vity, Auree & fulgide compedes, clara miferias wiine[s that which 
Augujtus, Marcus, Aurelius, Pertinax, Dioclefian, have faid and 
done, and the end that almoft all the firft twelve Cefars made, and 
many others after them. But becaufe few there are that believe this, 
but fuffer themfelves to be deceived by the beautiful fhew, I wil more 
particularly quote the inconveniencies and miferies that accompany 
great Princes. 

Firft the great difficulty to play their part, and to quit them- 
felves of their charge: for can it be but a great burthen tu govern 
fo many people, fince in the ruling of himfelf there are fo many 
difhiculties ? 
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difficulties? It isan eafier matter, and more pleafant ‘to follow; 
then to guide; to travel ina way that isalready traced, then to find 
the way 3 to obey, then tocommand 3 toan{wer for himfelf only 
then for others too : Us fatins wulto jam fit parere quietum, quam 
régere tmperio res velle: It is far better to procure peace and quiet, then 
to govern.a Kingdom. Add hereunto, that it is required that he that 
commandeth ,mutt be a better man then he that iscommanded: fo 
laid Cyrus a great Commander. How difficult a thing this is, we 
may tee by the paucity of thofe that are {uch as they ought to be. 
Vefpafian, faith Tacitus, was the only Prince that in goodnefs excel- 
Jed his Predeceflors : another flicks not to fay, that all the good 
Princes may be graven ina Ring. 

Secondly, In their delights and pleafures, wherein it is though¢ 
they have a greater part then other men. But they are doubtlefs of 
a worfe condition then the pleafures of private men: for betides fi 





2. Inth 


that the luftre of their greatnefS makes them unfit to take joy inons of life. 


their pleafures, by reafon that they are too clear and apparent, and 
made asa butt and fubje& to cenfure, they are likewile croft and 
pierced into,even to their very thoughts,which men take uponthem 
to divine and judge of. Again, the great eafe and facility that they 
have to do what pleafeth them, bécaufe all men apply themfelves 
unto them, takes away the tafte, aad fowreth that {weet which 
fhould bein their pleafures, with delight toman, but thofe that 
tafte them, with {ome fcarcity and dithculty. He that’ gives no 
time to be thirfty, knows not what a pleafure it is te have diink 
Satiety is noyfom, and goes againft the ftomach. 
Pinguis amor nimiumque potens in tedia nobis 
Vertitur : & ftomacho dulcis ut efca nocet. 
Extremity of Pleafyre turns to pain. 
So Venus fatiates, and boney’s bane. 
There is nothing more tedious and loathfom then abundance, 
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yea they are deprived-of all true and lively a@ion, which cannot be 3 pia hetr mat- 
without fome difficulty and refiftance.. It is not going, living,ating are 


in them, but fleeping, and an infenfible iliding away. 

The third inconvenience that followeth Princes, is in their Mar- 
riages. The marriages of the vulgar fort are more free and volun- 
tary; made with more affeCtion, liberty, and contentment. One 
reafon hereof may be, that the common fort of men find more of 
their degree tochufe, whereas Kings and Princes, who are nat of 
the rout, as we know, have no plentiful choice, But the other es 
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fon is better, which is, that thecommon fort in their marriages look 
but into their own affairs, and how they may accommodate it beft 
unto themfelvess butthe marriages of Princes are many times in- 
forced for Publick neceflity: they are great parts of the State, and 
inftruments ferving for the general good and quict of che world.: 
Great Perlanages and Sovereigns marry not for themfelves, but for 
the good of the State, whereof they muft be more amorous and 
jealous, then of their wives and children : for which caufe they ma- 
ny times hearken unto marriages where theré is neither love nor de- 
light; and matches are made between perfons, who never knew 
nor have feen one another, much lefs affect : yea fucha great man 
takes fuch a great Lady, whom if he were not fo-great, he would 
not take : but this is to ferve the Weal-publick, to affure the State, 
and to fettle peace among{t the people. 

The fourth is, That they have no true part in the attempts that 


4. Attempt of men make one againft the other in emulation of honour and va- 


bonexr. 


12. 
gy Liberty of 
travel, 


lour, in the exercifes of the mind and of the body, which is one of 
the moft delightful things in the commerce and converfation of 
men. The reafon hereot is, becaufe all the world gives place unto 
them, all men {pare them, and love rather to hide theirown valour, 
to betray their own glory, then to hurt or hinder that of the Sove- 
reign, efpecially where they know he affects the vittory. This, to 
fay the truth, is by force of refpect to handle men difdainfully and 
injurioufly 5 and therefore one faid, That the children of Princes 
learned nothing by order and rule, but to managea horfe, becaule 
in all other exercilesevery one bows unto them, and gives them the 
prize : but the horfe whois neither fatterér nor Courtier, cafts as 
well the Prince to the ground as the E(quire. Many great Perfo- 
nages have refufed the praifes and approbitions offered them, fay- 


“ang, | would accept and efteem of them, and rejoyce in them, if 


they came from free-men, that durift {ay the contrary , and tax me 
if there were caule. 

The fifthis, That they are deprived of the liberty to travel in 
the world, being as it were imprifoned within their own Coun- 
tries, yea, within their own Palaces,- being always inclofed with 
people, futers, gazers, and lookers on, and that wherefoever they 
be, and in all ations whatfoever, prying even thorow the holes 
of the chair : whereupon Alpbonfus the King faid, That in 
this refpedt the ftate of an A{s was better then the condition of 
a King. 
The 
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The fixth mifery, That they are deprived of all amity and mu- 


difference is but {mall. This great difparity puts them without the 
commerce and fociety of men; all humble fervices, and bafe off- 
ces, are done unto them by thofe that cannot refufe them, and pro-~ 
ceed not from love, but from f{ubje¢tion, or to increafe their own 
greatnefs, or of cuftom and countenance 3 whichis plain, becaufe 
wicked Kings are as well ferved and reverenced as the good; they 
that are hated, as they that are beloved 5 there is no difference, the 
felf-{ame apparel, the felf-fame ceremony. Whereupon Fulian the 
Emperour anfwered his Courtiers, that commended him for his 
Juftice, Perhaps I fhould be proud of thefe praifes, if they were fpokeu 
by fuch as dur{t to accnfe me, and to difpraife my actions when they 
fhall deferve it. 

The feventh mifery, worfe perhaps then all the reft, and more 


dangerous to the Weal-publick, is, That they are not free in the 7 Tgnorance of 
things. 


choice of men, nor in the true knowledge of things. They are not 
fuffered truly to know the ftate of their affairs, and confequently not 
to call and employ fuchas they would, and as were moft fit and ne- 
ceflary. They are fhut up, and befet with a certain kind of people, 
that are either of their own blood, or by the greatnefs of their 
Houfes and Offices, or by prefcription, are fo far in authority,power, 
and managing of affairs before others, that it is not lawful, without 
putting all to hazard, to difcontent , or in any fort to fufpect 
them. Now thefe kind of people that cover, and hold, as it were, 
hidden the Psince, do provide that all the truth of things fhall not 
appear unto him ; and that better men, and more profitable to the 
State come not near him, left they be known what they are. It is 
a pitiful thing not to fee but by the eyes, not to underftand but 
by the ears of another, asPrincesdo. And that which perfeéteth 
in all points this mifery, is, that commonly, and as it were, by de- 
ftiny, Princes and great Perfonages are poffeffed by three forts of 
people, the plagues of humane kind, Flatterers, Inventers of Im- 


pofts or Tributes, Informers, who under a fair and falfe pretext of 


zeal and amity towards the Prince, as the two firft, or of loyalty 
and reformation, as the latter, {poil and ruinate both Prince and 
State. 

The eighth mifery is, That they are lcfS free, and mafters of their 
own wills then all other, for they are inforced in their proceedings 
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13. 
tual fociety, which is the {weeteft and perfectelt fruit of humane 6. Mutual and 
life, and cannot be but betwixt equals, or thofe betwixt whom the hearty amity. 
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8. Not Mafters 
03 by of their wills. 
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by a thoufand confiderations and refpeéts, whereby many times 
| they muft captivate their defignments, defires, and wills : Iz maxi- 
| ma fortuna, minima licentias Inthe greateft honour, the leaft liberty. 
| And in the mean time inftcad of being Plaintiffs, they are more 
| rudely handled and judged then any other : For men will not ftick 
| to divine of their dgfigns, penetrate into their hearts and inventi- 
ons, which they cannot do : Abditos Principis finfis, & quid occul- 
t tins parat exquirere 5 illiicttum anceps necideo affequare : To pry into 
the hidden fecret of the Prince, audto fearch if they can find any thing 
more fecret 5 neither will they herein forbear, altbough they know it 
ih unfitting : and looking into things with another vifage, where they 
ti underftand not {uficiently the affairs of theState,they require of their 
Princes what they think fhould be done, blame their aGions, and 
refufing to fubmit themfelves to what is neceffary, ‘they commonly 
proceed in their bufinefs rudely enough. 














| 1% Finally, It falleth out many times, that they make a miferable 
4 WA miskendle end, not only Tyrants and Wlurpers, for it belongs to them, but 
ena. fuch as havea true Title to their Crowns witnefS fo many Roman 


Emperours after Pompey the Great, and Cefar, and in our time Mary 
Queen of Scotland, who loft her life by the hand of an Executioner, 
and Henry the third, wilfully murdered in the middle of forty thou- 
faud armed men, by a little Monk 5 anda thonfand the like exam- 
ples. It fecmeththat as lightning and tempeft oppofe themfelves 
againft the pride and height of our buildings, fo there are likewife 
tpirits that envy and emulate greatnels below upon earth. 





Ufque adeo res bumanas vis abditaquedam 
Obterit & pulchros fafces, fevafque fecures 
ii Proculcare, at ludibrio fibi babere videtur. 

So far fome hidden Highnefs {eems to fromu 
yh | On bumane pride in Diadem or Crown, 
| As it both laughs at it, and beats it down 
aL i 17. To conclude, the condition of Sovereigns ishard and dangerous: 
aie Phe conclufion Their life, if it be innocent, is infinitely painful, if it be wicked, it 
ie i, of their mife- $s fubjeGt to the hate and {lander of the world, and in both’ cafis 
Wa Ag expofed to a thoufand dangers 5 for the greater a Prince is, the lets 
a may he truit others, and the more mufthe trafthimfelf. So that we 
Wie fee, that it is a thing, as it were,annexed to Sovereignty, to be be- 
| ih | trayed. 

Of their duty, Sce the third Book, Chap. 16. 

CHAP. 

































Muagiftrates. 


CHAP. L. 
Magijtrates. 


Here are divers degrees of Magiftrates as well in honour as 


{tin@ion of them, and which have nothing common the one with 
the other, .and many times they that are more honourable, have le{S 
power, as Countfellers of the Privy Council, the Secretary of the 
State. .Some have but one of the two; others have both, and 
that of divers degrees, but they are properly called Magiftrates that 
have both. 

The Magiftrates that are in the middle betwixt the Sovercign 
and the Particulars, in the prefence of their Sovereigns have no pow- 
exto command. As Rivers lofe both their name and power at the 
mouth or entrance into the Sea, and the Stars their light in the pre- 
{ence of the Sun; fo all power of Magiftrates is but upon fufferance 
in the prefence of their Sovereign: as alfo the power of inferiours 
and fubalternate Magiftrates in the prefence of their Superiours. 
Amongft equals there is neither power nor {uperiority, but the one 
may hinder the other by oppolition and prevention. 

All Magiftrates judge, condemn, and command either according, 
to the Law, and then their fentence is but the execution of the Law, 
or according to equity, and fuch judgment is called. the Office, or 
Duty of a Magiftrate. 

Magiftrates cannot change nor correct their judgments , except 
the Sovereign permit it, under pain of injuftice ; they may revoke 
their commands, or make ftay of them, but not that which they have 
judged and pronounced with knowledge of the caufe. 

Of the Duties of Magiftrates, See Lib. 3. 


CHAP. LI. 


Lawyers, Dotlors, Teachers 


T is one of the vanities and follies of man, to prefcribe Laws and 
Rules that exceed the ufeand capacity of men, as fome Philofo- 
phers and Doctorshave done» They propofe ftrange and elevated 
forms or images of life, or at leaftwife {o difficult and auftere, that 
the practice of them is impoffible at leaft for a long time, yea, the 
O 3 attempt 
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power, which are the two things to be confidered in the di- The diftinéion. 
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People or vulgar fort. 


attempt isdangeroustomany. Thefe are Caftles in the air, as the 
Common-wealth of Plato,and More, the Orator of Cicero, the Poet 
of Horace, beautiful and excellent imaginations; but he was never 
yet found that put them inufe. The fovercignand perfect Law- 
giver and Doctor took heed of this, who both in himfelf, his life 
and his dottrine, hath not fought thefe extravaganctes and forms 
divided from the commen capacity of mens and therefore » he 
callech his yoke eafie, and his burthen light : Fuzum meum fauave, 
& onus meum leve, My yoke fweet, and wy burthen light. And 
they that have inftituted and ordered their company under his 
name, have very wifely confidcred of the matter, that though they 
make {pecial profeffion of virtue, devotion, and to ferve the Weal- 
publick above all others, neverthelefs they differ very little from the 
common and civil life. Whereinthereis firft great juftice : for 
there muft always be kept a proportion betwixt the commandment, 
and the obedience, the duty and the power, the rule and the work- 
mafter: and thefe bind themfelves and others to be neceffarily in 
want, cutting out more work then they know how to fnith: and 
many times thefe goodly Law-makers, are the firft Law-breakers : 
for they do nothing 3 and many times do quite contrary to that 
they enjoyn others, like the Pharifees, Imponuut onera gravia, & no- 
dunt ea digito movere,: They impofe great burdens, but will not them- 
Selves touch them with a finger. So dofome Phyficians and Divines ; 
fo lives the World, rules and precepts are enjoyned, and men not 
only by anirrcgularity of life and manners, but alfo by contrary 
opinion and judgment follow others. 

There is likewife another fall full of injuftice, they are far more 
{crupulous, exact, and rigorous in things free and accidental then in 
neceffary and fubftantial, in pofitive and humane, then in natural 
and divine 5 like them that are content to lend, but not to pay their 
debts 5 and all like the Pharifees, as the great and heavenly Doétor 
telleth them to their reproach. All this is but hypocrifie and deceit, 


CHAP. LIL 
People or vulgar fort. 


i Bs people ( we underftand here the vulgar fort, the popular 
£ rout, a kind of people undes what covert foever, of bafe, fer- 
vile and mechanical condition) are a ftrange beaft with many heads, 
| and 




























































People or vulgar fort. 
and which in few words cannot be defcribed, inconftant and varias 
ble, without ftay, like the waves of the Sea ; they are moved and ap- 
peafed, they allow and difallow one and the fame thing at one and 
the fame inftant s there 1s nothing more eafie then to drive them in- 
to what paffion he will; they love not wars for the true end there- 
of, nor peace for reft and quietnefs, but for varieties fake, and the 
change that there is from the one to the other: confufion makes 
them defire order, and when they have it, they like it not : they 
run always one contrary to another, and there is no time pleafeth, 
but what isto come: Hi vulgi mores, odiffe prefentia, ventura cu- 
pere,preteritacelebrare : It is the cuftom of the vulgar fort to defpife the 
prefent, defire the future, praife and extol that which is paft. 

They are light to believe, to gather together news, efpecially fuch 2e 
as are moft hurtful ; holding all reports for affured truths. Witha 
whiftle, or fome fonnet of news, a man may affemble them together 
like Bees at the found of the Bafon. 

Without judgment, reaton, difcretion. Their judgment and 5° 
wifdom is but by chance, like a caft at dice unadvifed and headlong 
of all things, and always ruled by opinion or cuftom, or the greater 
number, going all ina line, like fheep that run after thofe that go 
before them, and not by reafon and truth. Plebi non judicium, non Tacit. 
veritas: ex opintone multa, ex veritate pauca judicat. The common ~' 
people have no judgment, uo verity; deem many things by opinion, few 
bythe truth it felf- 

Envious and malicious, enemies to good men, contemners of vir- 4 
tue, beholding the good hap of another with an ill eye, favouring 
the more weak and the more wicked, and wifhing all ill they can to 
men of honour they know not wherefore, exceptit is becanfe they 
are honourable and well {poken of by others. 

Treacherous and untrue, amplifying reports, fmothering of — 5- 
truths, and always making things greater then they are, without 
faith, without hold. The faith or promife of a people, and. the 
thought ofa child, are of like durance, which change not only as 
occafions change, but according to the difference of thofe reports 
that every hour of the day may bring forth. 

Mutinous, defiring nothing but novelties and changes, feditious, 
enemies to peace and quietnels. Ingenio mobili, feditiofum, difcordio-saiug. 
fum, cupidum rerum novarum , quieti & otio adverfum : Of a mu- 
table difpofition, feditious, a breeder of* difcord, defirous of novelties, 
enemies to peace and quictne{s. Efpecially when they meet it a 
4 leader ; 
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People or vulgar fort. 
feader : for then even as the calm Sea,of nature tumblcth,and foam- 
eth, and rageth, being ftirred with the fury of the winds; fo do the 
people {well, and grow proud, wild, and outragious ; but take from 
them their Leader, they become deject, grow mild, are confounded 
with aftonifhment : Sine Rectore préceps, pavidus, focorss nil aufura 
plebs Principibus amoiis: Headlong without a Governour, fearful, care 
lefs, daring nothing in abfence of their Princes. 

Procurers and favourers of broy]s and alterations in houthold af- 
fairs, they account modefiy, fimplicity ; wildom, rufticity: and 
contrariwife, they give to fiery and heady violence, the name of va- 
lour and fortitude. They prefer thofe that have hot heads, and a- 
Ctive hands, before thofe that have a fetled and temperate judg- 
ment, and upon whom the weight of the affairs muft lie 5 boafters 
and pratlers before thofe that are fimple and ftayed. ' 

They care neither for the Publick good nor commonhonefty, but 
their private good only 5 and they refufe no bafe offices for their 
gain and commodity. Privata cutque ftimulatio,vile decus publicum « 
Every one hath bis private fur, contemning the publick, honour. 

Always muttering and murmuring againft the State, always 
belching out flanders and infolent {peeches againft thofe that govern 
and command. The meaner and poorer fort have no better paftime, 
then tofpeak ill of the great and rich; not upon caufe and reafon, 
but of envy, being never content with their Governonrs, nor the 
prefent State. 

They have nothing but a mouth, they have tongues that ceafe 
not, fpirits that bonge not : they are a montter, whofe partsare all 
tongues; they {peak all things, but know nothing 3 they look upon 
all, but fee nothing 3 they laugh at all, and weep at all; fit to mutiny 
and rebel, not to fight. Their property is rather to .aflay to fhake off 
their yoke, then to defend their liberty: Procacta plebis ingenia, im- 
pigre lingue, ignavi animi : The wits of the vulgar fort are fhamelefs, 
talkative, bafe-minded. 

They never know how to holda meafure, nor to keep an honeft 
mediocrity. Either like flaves they ferve ovcr-bafely, or like Lords. 
they are beyond all meafure infolent and tyrannical. ‘They cannot 
endure a fott and temperate bit,nor are pleafed with aJawful liberty; 
they run always to extremities, either out of hope too much truit- 
ing, or too much diftrufting out of fear.. They willmake you afraid 
if you fear not them : when they are frighted, you chock them un- 
der the chin, and you leap with both feet upon their bellies. They, 
are 















































People or vulgar fort. 
are audacious and proud, if a man fhew not the cudgel and there= 

fore the Proverb is, Tickle them, and they will prickihees prick, them, 

and they will tickle thee. Nul invalgo modicum terrere ni puveant,ubi 
pertimuerint impune content : audacia turbidum nifi ubi meiwast aut 

fervit humiliter, aut fiperbe dominatur : libert atem que.mediz, ine 
fpernere, nec babere. 

Very unthankful towards their benefactors. The recompence of 
all thofe that have deferved well of the Common-wealth, have al- 
ways been banifhment, reproach, con{piracy, death. Hiftories are 
famous, of Mofes, and all the Prophets, Socrates, Ariftides, Phocion, 
Lycurgus, Demofthenes, Lhemiftocles. And the Truth it felt hath faid, 

That he being one that procured the good and health of the pco- 
ple, efcaped not: and contrariwife, they that opprefs them, are 
deareft unto them.. They fear all, they admire all. 

To conclude, the people are a lavage beaft, all that they think is y,,, 
vanity; all they fay is talfc and erroneous 3 that they reprove, is : 
good ;. that they approve is naught :. that which they praife is in- 
famous: that which they do and undertake is folly. Now tam bene 
cum rebus humanis geritur, ut meliora pluribus placeants argumentum 
peffimi turbs eft : Tt goes not fo well in humane affairs, as. that the 
bet things do pleafe the mofts multitude is an argument of the worft.. 
The Vulgar multitude is the mother of ignorance, injultice, incon- 
ftancy, idolatry, vanity, which never yet could be pleafed : their 
mott is, Vox populi, vox Dei: The voice of the people is the voice of 
God: but we may fay, Vox popzli, vox flultorum : The voice of the 
people is the voice of fools. Now the beginning of wifdom is fora 
man to keep himfelt clear and free, and not to fuffer himfelf to be 


Senecas 


carried with popular opinions. This belongs te: the fecond Book, Lib..2. cap. 3. 


which is now near. at hand.. 


The fourth diftinFion and difference of wen, drawn frou 
their divers profeffions and conditions of life. 


FHE PREFACE 


Ehold here another difference of men, drawn from the di-- 
verfity of their profeffions, conditions, and kinds of life. 
Some follow the civil and fociable life, others flye it,think- 


ing to fave themfelves in the folitary wildernefs : fome love arms, 
others 



































































The diftinttion and comparifon of the 
others hate them: fome live in common, others in private : it plea- 

cth fome beft to have charge, and to leada publick life, others to 
hide and keep themfelves private: fome are Courtiers, attendin 
wholly upon others, others court none but themfelves: fome delight 
to liveim the City, others in the fields, affe¢ting a Country-life ; 
whofe choice is the better, and which life is to be preferred, it is a 
difficult thing fimply to determine, and it may be impertinent. 
They have all their advantages and difadvantages , their good and 
their ill, That which is moft to be looked into and confidered here- 
in,as fhall be faid, is, That every man know how to chufe that which 
beft befits his own nature, that he might live the more eafily and the 
mere happily. But yct a word or two of them all, by comparing 
them together : but this fhall be after we have {poken of that life 
which is common to all, which hath three degrees. 


CHAP. LEEL 
The diftinGion and comparifon of the three forts or 
degrees of life. 


Here are three forts of life, andas it were three degrees, one 

private of every particular man within himfelf, and in the clo- 
{et of his own heart, where all is hid, all is lawful : the fecond, in his 
houfe and family, in his private and erdinary ations, where there 
is neither ftudy nor art, and whereof he is not bound to give any 
reafon 3 the third, is publick in the eyes of the world. Now to 
Keep order and rule in this firft low and obfcure ftage, it is very dif- 
ficult, and more rare then in the other two 3 and in the fecond then 
in the third : the reafon is, becaufe where there is neither Judge nor 
Controller, nor regarder, and whcre we have no imagination ei- 
ther of punifhment or recompence,we carry our felves more loofely 
and carelefly, as in private lives, where confcience and reafon 
enly isour guide, then in publick, where we are ftill in check, and 
asa mark to the eyes and judgment of all, where glory, fear of re- 
proach, bafe reputation, or {ome other paffion doth lead us (for paf- 
fion commands with greater power then reafon } whereby we Keep 
our felves ready, ftanding upon our guard: for which cau it falleth 
out, that many are counted holy, great, aud admirable in publick, 
who in their own private have nothing commendable. That which 
is done in publick is but a fable, a fiction, the truth in fecret, and in 
privates and he that will well judge of a man muft converfe every 
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Three forts or degrees of life. 


day with him, and pry into his ordinary and natural carriage 5 the 

yeft is all counterfeit ; Univerfis mundus exercet biftrioniam : The 
whole world plays the Comedian: and therefore faid a wife-man, 
That be is an excellent man, whois fuch within and in himfelf, which 
he is outwardly for fear of the Laws, and fpecch of the world. Publick 
atiors thunder in the ears of men, to whicha man is attentive when 
be doth them; as exploits in war, found judgment in counfel, to 
rule a people, to perform an ambaflage. Private and domettical 
aétions are quick and fure, to chide, to laugh, to fell, to pay, to con- 
verfe with his own,a man contiders not of them, he doth them, not 
thinking of them : fecret and inward actions much more, to love, 
to hate, to defire. 

Again, there is here another confideration, and that is, that that 
is done by the natural hypocrifie of men, which we make moft ac- 
count of,and a man is more {crupulous in outward actions, that are 
in fhew, but yet are free, of {mall importance, and almoft all in 
countenances and ceremonies, and therefore are of little coft, and 
a little effet, then in inward and fecret actions that make no fhew, 
but are yet requifite and neceflary, and therefore they are the more 
difkcult: of thofe depend the reformation of the foul, the modera- 
tion of the paffions, the rule of the life : yea, by the attainment of 
thefe outward, a man becomes carelefs of the inward. 

Now of thefe three lives, inward, domeftical, publick, he that is 
to lead but one of them, as Hermits, doth guide and order his life at 
a better rate, then he that hath two: and he that hath but two, his. 
condition is more eafie, then he that hath all three. 


CHAP. LIV. 


A Comparifon of the civil and fociable life with 
the folitary. 


Hey that efteem and commend fo much the folitary and reti- 

red life, asa great ftay and {ure retrait from the moleftations 

and troubles of the world, and a fit means to preferve and maintain 
themfelves pure and free from many vices, in as much as the worfe 
part is thegreater, of a thoufand there is not one good, the num- 
ber of foolsis infinite, contagion in a prefs is dangerous, they fcem 
to have reafon on their fide; tor the company. of the wicked isa dan- 
gerous thing, and therefore they that adventure themfelves upon the 
{ca,are to take heed that no blafphemex,or diffolute and wicked per- 
{ow 
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A Comparifon of the Civil, &e. 


‘on enter theirfhips not only Fonds with whom God was angry, 
had almoft ioft all 3 Bias to thofe that were in the thip with him 
crying out ina great danger for help unto their gods, pleafantly 
faid, Hold you your peace, for the gods perceive not that you are 
here with me. Albuquerque the Vice-roy of the Indies for Emannel 
King of Portugal, in a great danger at Sea, took upon his fhoulders 
a little child, to the end that his innocency might ferve asa {urety 
to God for his fins. But to think that a folitary life is better, 
more excellent and perfect, more fit for the exercife of virtue, more 


difficult, fharp, laborious, and painful, as {ome would make us be- 


lieve, they grofly deceive themfelves : for certainly it is a great 
difcharge and eafe of life, and it is an indifferent profeffion, yea, a 
{imple apprentifhip and difpofition to virtue. This is not to enter 
into bufinefs, troubles, and difficulties, but it isto flyethem, and to 
hide themfelves from them, to practife the counfel of the Epicures 
(Hide thy felf ) it isto run to death, to flye a good life.. It is out 


-of all doubt, that a King, a Prelate,.a Paftouris a far more noble 


calling, more perfect, more difficult thenthat: of a Monk, or a Her- 
mit. And to fay the truth, in times paft the companies of Monks 
were but Seminaries and Apprentifhips, from whence they drew 
thofe that were fit for Ecclefiaftical charge, and their preparatives 
to a greater perfection. And he that lives civilly having a wife, 
children, fervants, neighbours, friends, goods, bufinefs, and fo many 
divers parts which he mutt fatistic, and truly and loyally anfwer 
for, hath without comparifon far more bufinefS, then he that 
hath none of all thefe, hath todo with none but himfelf; Multi- 
tude and abundance is far more troublefom, then folitarinct and 
want. In abftinency there is but one thing, in the conduG and ufe 
of many, divers things, there are many confiderations, divers duties. 
It is an cafier thing to part from goods, honours, dignities, charges, 


_ then to govern them well, and well todifcharge them. It is eafier 


fora man to live altogether without a wife, then in all points duel 
to live, and to maintain himfelf with his wife, children and all the 
reft that depend upon him : fo is the fingle life more eafie then the 
married ftate. 

So likewife to think that folitarinefS is a fan@tuary and’an aflured 
haven againit all vices, temptations, and impediments, is to deceive 
themfelves 5 for it is not true in every refpect. Againtt the vices of 
the world, the ftir of the people, the occafions that proceed from 
without, itis goods but folitarinefs hath itsinward and {piritual 
aflairs 


































































































AComparifon betwixt the life led, &c. 


affairs and difficulties : Ivit in defertums ut tentaretur a diabolo : 
He went into the defart to be tempted of the Devil. To imprudent 
and unadvifed young men,folitarinefs is a dangerous ftaff,and it isto 
be feared, that whilit he walks alone, he entertains worle company 
then himfelf, as Crates {aid toa young man who walked all alone 
far from company. It isthere where fools contrive their wicked 
defignments, begin their own overthrows, tharpen their paflions 
and wicked defires) Many times, to avoid the gulf of Charybdis, 
they fallinto Scylla 5 to flye is not to.efcape, it is many times to in- 
creafe the danger, and to lofe himfelf: Nom vitat, fed fugit: magis 
autem periculis patemus averfi. He doth not e(chew it, but flyeth it : 
we live more open to dangers being averted from them. Aman had 
need be wife and firong, and well affured of himfelf, when he. falls 
into his own hands s for it falls out many times that there are none 
more dangerous then his own. Guarda me dios de mis God keep me he 
from my felf, faith the Spanifh Proverb very excellently 5 Nemo eft eve ie 
imprudentibus qui fibi relingui debeaty folitudo omnia mala per{ua- : 
det. No unwife manfhould be left alone to bimfelf's folitarinefs per- 
fivadeth all evil. But for fome private and particular contiderati- ir 
on, though good in it felf (for many times it is for idlenefs, weak- 

nels of {pirit, hatred, or fome other paffion) to flye and to hide him- | 
{elf, having, means to profit another, and to do good to the Weal- 
publick, is to bea fugitive, tobury his talent, to hide his light, a 
fault {ubject to the rigour of judgment. 


CHAP. LV. 


21 Comparifon betwixt the life led in common and Te 
in private k 











Ome have thought, that the life led in common, wherein no- | 
thing is properto any man, whereby he may fay, that 4s mine, 1} 

or that is thine, but where all things are common, tendeth mot to | 
perfeGtion, and hath moft charity and concord. This may take i 
place in the company of a certain number of people , led and discct~ | 
ed by fome certain rule, but not in a State and Common-weal, ! 
therefore Plato having once allowed it, thinking thereby to: take Ih 
away allavarice and diffention, did quickly alter his opinion, an it 
was otherwife advilid : for as the prattice fheweth, there is not | 
only not any hearty affection towards that that is common to all | 
and as the Proverb is, The common Aft is always ill Jadled: but 
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The Comparifon of the Country-life, &c. 


alfo the community draweth unto it felf contentions, murmurings, 

hatreds, as it is always feen, yea'even in the Primitive Church : Cref- 
cente numero difcipulorum, fatium eft murmur Grecorum adver{us He- 
braos > The number of the Difciples increafing, there grew a murmur 
of the Grecians againft the Hebrews. The nature of love is fuch, as 
that of great rivers, which being over-charged with abundance of 
waters, being divided, are quit of that charge 3 fo love being divi- 
ded toall men, and all things, lofeth its force and vigour. Bué 
there are degrees of community 5 to live, that is to fay, to eat and 
drink together is very good, asthe manner was in the better and 
moft ancient Common-weals, of Lcedemon and Crete 5 for befides 
that modefty and difcipline is better retained amongft them, there 
isalfoa very profitable communication 3 but tothink to have all 
things common, as Plato for a while would, though he were after- 
wards otherwife advifed, is to pervert all. 


CHAP. LVI. 
Lhe Comparifon of the Country-life with the Citizens. 


T His comparifon to him that loveth wifdom is not hard to 
make, for almoft all the commodities and advantages are on 
one fide, both fpiritual and corporal, liberty, wifdom, innocency, 
health, pleafure. In the fields the {pirit is more free,and to it felf : 
in Cities, the perfons, the affairs, both their own and other mens, 
the contentions, vifitations, difcourfes, entertainments, how much 
time do. they fteal from us ? Amici _fures tempor: Friends fteal 
away time. How many troubles bring they with them, avocations, 
allurements to wickednefS? Citiesare prifons to the {pirits of men, 
no otherwife then cages to birds and beafts. This celeftial fire that 
is in us, will not be fhut up, it loveth the air, the fields , and there- 
fore Columelia faith, that the Country-life is the coufin of wifdom, 
‘Confanguinea, which cannot be without beautiful and free thoughts 
and meditations 5 which are hardly had and nourifhed among the 
troubles and moleftations of theCity. Again, the Country-lite is 
more neat, innocent and fimple; In Cities vices are hid in the root, 
and are not perceived, they pafs and intinuate themfelves pell-mell, 
the ufe, the afped, the encounter fo frequent and contagious, is the 
cafe. As for pleafure and health, the whole Heavens lye opento 
thie view, the Sun, the Air, the Waters, and all the Elements are free, 
expoled 











































Of the Military Profelfion. 
expofed and open ‘in all parts, always fuftaining us, the earth difco- 
vereth it felf, the fruits thereof are before our eyes and none ot all 
this is in Cities in the throng of houfes: fo that to live in Cities, is to 
be banifhed in the world, and fhut from the world. Again, the 
Country-life is wholly in exercife, in a¢tion, which fharpneth the 
appetite, maintaincth health, hardeneth and fortifieth the body. 
That which is to be commended in CitieS , is commodity either 
private, as of Merchants and Artificers, or publick, to the managing 
whereof few are called, and in ancient times heretofore they were 
chofen from the Countsy-life, who returned , having performed 
their charge. 


CHAP. LVII. 
Of the Military Profeffions 
T He military Profeffion is noble in the caufe thereof, for there is 


no commodity more juit, nor more univerfal, then the prote- ae spt 
thereof. 


Gtion of the peace and greatnels of hisCountry 5 noble in the exe- 
cution, for valour is the greateft, the moft generous and hereical vir- 
tue of all others; honourable, forall humane actions, the greateft 
and moft glorious is the Warriors, ard by which all others honours 
are judged and dilcerned 5 pleafant, the company of fo many noble 
men, young, active, the ordinary view of {o many accidents and 
{pectacles, liberty and converfation without Art, a manly fafhion 
of life without ceremony, the variety of divers actions, a couragi- 
ous harmony of warlike mutick, which entertains us, and ftirs our 
blood, our ears, our foul 5 thofe warlike commotions which ravith 
us with their horrour and fear, that confufed tempeft of founds and 
erys, that fearful ordering of fo many thoufands of men, with fo 
much fury, ardour, and courage. 

But on the other fide, a man may fay, that the Art and experi- 


ence of undoing one another, of killing, ruinating, deftroying our The difpraife. 


own proper kind, feems to be unnatural, and to proceed from an 
alienation of our fenfe and underftanding 3 it is a great teltimony 
of our weaknefs and imperfection, and-it is not found in bealis 
themfelves, in whom the image of Nature continueth far more en- 
tire. What folly, what rage is it, to make fuch commotions, to 
torment fo many people, to sunthorow fo many dangers and ha- 
zards both by Sea and Land, fora thing fo uncertain and doubttul 
as the iffue ot War, to run with fieh greedinefs and fiereeneds at- 

tex. 
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The Preface. 


ter death, which is eafily found every where, and without hope of 
{cpulture, to kill thofe he hates not, nor ever faw ? But whence 
proceedeth this great fury and ardor, for it is not for any offence 
committed ? What phrenfie and madnefs is this, for a man to aban- 
don his own body, his time,his reft, his life, his liberty, and to leave 
it to the mercy of another ? to expofe himfelf to the lof of his 
own members; and to that whichis a thoufand times worfe then 

death, fire and {word, to be trodden, to be pinched with hot iron, 
to be eut, to be torn in pieces, broken, and put to the gallies for 

ever ? And all this, to ferve the paffion of another, for a caufe 

which a man knows not to be juft, and which is commonly unjutt : 

for wars are commonly unjuft, and for him whom a man knows 

not, who takes fo little care for him that fights for him, that he 

will be content to mount upon his dead body, to help his own fta- 

ture, that he may fee the farther. I {peak not here of the duty of 
Subjects towards their Prince and Country, but of Voluntaries and 

metcenary Souldiers. 


The fifih and laft diflinGion and difference of men, drawn 
from the fevours and disfavours of Nature 
and Fortune. 


THE PREFACE. 


His laft diftinCtion and difference is apparent enough, and 
{uficiently known, and hath many members and confide- 
rations, but may all be reduced to two heads, whicha 

‘man may call with the vulgar fort, Felicity or good Fortune, and 
Infelicity or ill Fortune. Greatnef$ or littlenefs. To Felicity and 
grcatnefs belong health, beauty, and the other goods of the body, 
liberty, nobility, honour, dignity, {Cience, riches, credit, friends, 
To Infelicity or littlenefs, belong all the contraries, which are pri- 
vations of the other good things. From thefe things doth arife a 
very great difference, becaufe a man is happy in one of thefe, orin 
two, orthree, and not in the reft, and that more or lefs by infinite 
degrees: few or none at all are happy or unhappy in them all. He 
that hath the greateft parts of thefe goods, and efpecially three, No- 
bility, Dignity, or Authority and riches, is accounted great 5 he 
that hath not any of thefe three, little. But many have but one or 
two, and are accounted midlings betwixt the great and the little. 
We 




































Of Liberty and Seruitude. 
We muft {peak a little of them all. 


Of health beauty, and other natural goods of the body, hath been Chap. 11. 


fpoken before; aslikewile of their contraries, Sicknefs, Grief. 
“CC RAPS EMIT. 
Of Liberty and Servitude. 


Iberty is accounted by fome a fovereign good,and Servitudean 
L extream evil, infomuch, that many have chofen rather to die a 
erucl death, then to be made flaves, or to fee either the publick good, 
or their own private,-endangered. But of this there may be too 
much, and of thefe, too many, as of all other things. There isa two- 
fold liberty; the true, whichis of the mind or {pirit, and is in the 
power of every one, and cannot be taken away, nor indamaged by 
another, nor by fortune it felt; contrariwife, the fervitude of the 
{piric isthe mott mifcrable of all others, to ferve our own afleGi- 
ons, to fuffer our felves to be devoured by our own paffions, to be 
led by opinions. O pitiful captivity ! The corporal liberty isa good 
greatly to be efteemed, but abject to fortune: and it is neither juft 
nor reafonable, (if it be not by reafon of {ome other circumftance) 
that it fhould be preferred before life it {elf; as fome of the ancients 
have done, .who have rather made choice of death, then to lofe it; 
and it wasaccounteda great virtue in them: fo great an evil was 
fervitude thought to be : Servitus obedientia oft fratti animi & abjetii, 
arbitrio carentis {uo : Servitude is the obedience of a bafe and abject 
mind, which wanteth bis due judgment. Many great and wife men 
thave ferved, Regelus, Valerianus, Plato, Diogenes, even thofe that 
were wicked; and yet difhonoured not their own condition, but 
continued in effect and truth more free then their matters. 


GHA P.s LEX, 
Nobility. 


N Obility is a quality every where not common but honourable, 


I. 
brought in and eftablifhed with great reafon, and for publick rye defeription 
utility. of Nobility. 


It isdivers, diverfly takenand underftood, and according to di- 
vers nations and judgments, ithath divers kinds, According’to 
Pp the 
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1 oe rae Nobility. 
Me i ? the general and common opinionand cuftom, itis a quality of a 
a yace orftock. Ariftotle faith, that it is the antiquity of a sace and 
7 of riches. Plutarch calleth it the virtue of a race, desert eves, Mean- 
ing thereby a certain habit and quality contained in the linage. 

What this quality or virtue is, all are not wholly of one accord, 

faving in this, that it is profitable to the weal-publick. For to fome, 

and the greater part,this quality is military, to others it is politick, 

literary of thofe that are wife, palatine of the officers of the Prince. 

But the military hath the advantage above the reft: for befides the 

fervice that it yicldeth to the weal-publick as the reftdo, it ispain- 

ful, laborious, dangerous, whereby it is recounted more worthy 

and commendable. Sohathit carried with us by excellency, the 

honourable title of Valour. There muft then according to this opi- 

nion be two things in true and perfec nobility, proteflion of this 

virtue, and quality profitable to the common-weal, which is as the 

form and the race as the fubject and matter, thatistofay, along 
continuance of this quality by-many degrees and races, and time 

out of mind, whereby they are called in our language Gentlemen, 

that is to fay of a race, houfe, family, carrying of long time the fame 

name, and the fame profeflion. For heis truly and entirely noble, 

who maketh a fingular profeffion of publick virtue, ferving his 

Prince and Country, and being defcended of parents and ancettours 

that have done the fame. 

There are fome that feparate thefe two, and think that one of 

ane diftin Sion, them fafficeth to true nobility, chat is, cither only virtue and qua- 
ity, without any confideration of race oranceftours. This is a 

perfonal and acquired nobility, and confidered with rigour, it is 

f rude that one come from the houfe of a Butcher or Vintner fhould 
Wy beheld for noble, whatfoever fervice he hath done for the Com- 
ht mon-weal. Neverthelefs this opinion hath place in many nations, 
namely, with the Turks, contemners of ancient nobility, and e-" 

teeming of no other but perfonal, and aétual military valour; or 

only antiquity of race without profeffion of the quality 5 this isin 

bloud and purely natural, 

If aman fhould compare thefe two fimple and imperfe& nobili- 

Ww. otha yy- ties together, that which is purely natural (to judgearight) it is 
bility. thelefs, though many, out of their vanity have thought otherwife. 
The natural 1s another mans quality and not hisown: Genus & pro- 

avos & qua non fecimus ipfi, vixea noftra puto: nemo vixit in glori- 

am noftrams wea quod ante nos fuit noftrumet: I {carce account thofe 
things 












Nobility. Y 
things ours which defcend from our linage on Anceftours, or any thing 
which we our felves have not done no man bath lived for our glory and 
renown: Neither are we to account that ours which hath been before 
us. And what greater folly can there be, then to glory in thac 
which is not his own ? This honour may light upon a vicious man, 

a knave and one in himfelf a true villain. It is alfo unprofitable to 
another; forit communicateth not with any man, neither is any: 
man bettered by it, as {cience, juftice, goodnefs, beauty, riches do. 
They that have nothing elfe commendable in them but this nobility 
of tefh and bloud, make much of it, they have it always in their 
mouths, it makes their cheeks {well and their heart too (they will 
be fure to manage that little good that they have) it is the mark by 
which they are known, and a token that they have nothing elfe in 
them, becaufe they reft themfelves wholly upon that. But this is 
vanity, for all their glory {pringeth from frail inftruments, 4b utero, 
conceptu, partns From the womb, the conception, the birth, and is 
buried under the tomb of their Anceftours. As offenders being 
purlued have recourfe to Altars and the Sepulchres of the dead, and 
in former times to the ftatues of Emperourss fo thefe men being 
deftitute of all merit and fubject of true honour,have recourfe to the 
memory and armories of theirAnceftours. What good is it toa blind 
man, that his parents have been well-fighted, orto him that ftam- 
mereth, whofe Grand-father was eloquent? and yet thefe kind of 
people are commonly glorious, high-minded, contemners of others; 
Contemptor animus & fuperbia commune nobilitatus malum: A con- Salufk. 

- gemptible and proud mind, are common vices accompanying Nobility. 

The perfonal and acquired honour hath conditions altogether 
contrary and very good. It is proper to the poffeffour thereof, it is Acguived and 
always a worthy {ubject and prohtable to others. Again, a manperfonal ho- 
may fay, that it 1s more ancient and more rare then the natural,” | 
for by it the natural began; and in a word, that is true honour °°*™ | 
whichconfifteth in. good and profitable effets, not in dreams and | 
imagination, vain and unprofitable, and proceedeth from the {pi- | 
rit,not the bloud, which is the fame in noble men that is in others. 
Quis generofus ? ad virtutem & natura bene compofitus animus facit 
nobilem, cui ex quacunque conditione fitpra fortunam licet furgere : 
Whow a gentleman? a mind well difpofed to virtue maketh noble , 
who, upon what accident or condition foever is able to raife it felf above | 
fortunes \ 

But they are both oftentimes, and very willingly together, and ie 
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200 Of Honour. 
ge ue fo they make a perfe&t honour: The natural is a way and occafion 
th tothe perfonal; for thingsdo eafily return to their firftnature and 
; beginning. As the natural hath taken his beginning and. effence 
from the perfonal, fo it leadeth and conducteth his to it 3. Fortes 
ereantur fortibus : boc unum in nobilitate bonum, ut nobilibws impo- 
fita neceffitudo videatur, ne & majorum virtute degenerent : The valt- 
ant beget thofe that are valiant, this is the only good of nobility, that 
neceffity feemeth to be impofed on thufe that are noble, not to degenerate 
from the virtue of their Anceftors. Toknow that a man is fprung 
from honourable Anceftors, and fuch as have deferved well of the 
Common-weal,isa ftrong obligation and {pur to the honourable ex- 
ploits of virtue. It isa foul thing to degenerate, and to belye a mans 
own race. Thenobility that is given by the bounty and letters pa- 
tent of the Prince, if it have no other reafon, itis fhameful, and ra- 
ther difhonourable, then honourable; It is a nobility in parchment, 
bought with filver or favour, and not by blood asit ought. Ifit be 
given for merit, and notable fervices, it is perfonal and acquired, 
as hath been faid. 


CHAP. Lx. 
Of honour. 


-\Ome {ay ( but nct fo well ) that honour is.the price and recom- 

¥ pence of virtue; or not fo ill,an acknowledgment of virtue,or 4 

The defcription Prerogative of a good opinion, and afterwards of an outward du- 

of honour. ty towards virtue 3 It isa priviledge that draweth his principal 
effence from virtue. Others have called it, the fhadow of virtue 5 
which fometimes followeth, fometimes goeth before it,. as the fha~ 
dow the body. Butto {peak truly, itis the rumour of a beautiful 
and virtuous action, which reboundeth from. our fouls to.the view 
ofthe world, and by refleGtiow into our fouls, bringing unto us 
a teftimony of that which ethers believe of usy which turneth to a 
great contentment of mind. 

2 Honour is {o much efteemed and fought for by all, that to attain 
thereunto, aman enterprifeth, endureth, contemneth whatfoever 
befides, yea life it felf, neverthelefs itis a matter of {mall and ilen- 
der moment, uncertain, a ftranger, and as.it were feparated in the 
air, from him that is honoured 5 for it dothnot only not enter in- 
to him, nor is inward and effential unto him, but it doth Hs 
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Of Honour. 


fo much as touch him (being for the moft part either dead or ab- 
fent, who feeleth nothing ) but fettleth it (elt and ftayeth without 
atthe gate, fticksin the name, which receiveth and carrieth all the 
honours and difhonours, praifes and difpraites, whereby a man is 
faid to have either a good name or a bad. Ail the good or evil that 
aman can fay of Cefar, iscarried by hisname. Now the name 1s 
nothing of the nature and fubftance of the thing, it is only the image 
which prefenteth it, the mark which dittinguitheth ic from others, 
a fammarie which containeth in it’a {mal] volume, mounteth it, and 
carrieth it whole and entire, the mean to enjoy it andtoufeit (for 
without the names there would be nothing but confufion, the we of 
things would be loft, the world would decay, ‘as the hiftory of the 
tower of Babel doth richly teach us:) to be bricf the ftickler and 
middle of the effence of the thing, and the honour or difhonour 
thereof, forit is that that toucheth the thing it fel} and receiveth 
all the good or ill that is fpoken. Now honour before it arrive to 
the name of the thing, it goes a courfe almoft circular, like the Sun, 
performed and perfected in three principal fites or places, the acti- 
on or work, the heart, the tongue: for it begins and is conceiy- 
ed, asin the matrix and root, in that beauty, goodnefs, profit of 
the thing honoured which comes to light and 1s produced, this is 
(as hath been faid ) the ramour of a beautifulor honourable aéi- 
on. Cali enarrant gloriam Dei: pleni funt Celi & Terra gloria tuas 
The Heavens declare the glory of God, the Heavens and Earth are full 
of thy glory (for whatlocver valour, worth, and pcrfe@ion the 
thing have in it {elf and inwardly, if it produce nothing that is 
excellent, it isaltogether uncapable of honour, and is as it it were 
not at all) from thence it entreth into the fpirit and underftanding, 
where it takes life, and is formed intoa good, haughty, and great 
opinion, finally fallying torth from thence, and being carried by 
the word verbal or written it returns by refieétion, and as it were 
diffolveth, and endeth in the name of the author of this beautiful 
work, where it had the beginning, as the Sun in the place from 
whence it departeth, and then it bears the name of honour, praife, 
glory,and renown. ¢ 

But the queftion is, what thofe ations are to which honour is due. 
Some think that it is generally due to thofe that perform their duty 
in that which belongs to their profeflion, although it be neither fa- 
mous nor profitable, ashe that upona Stage plays the part of a {er- 
vant well, is no lefs commended, then he that prefenteth the parfon 
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ai 202° Of Hononré 
of.a King, and he that cannot swork-in ‘ftatues of Gold; cannot: 
want thofe of leather or earth,wherein he may as well thew the per- - 
fection of his Art. Atl cannot employ themfelves,. neitherare they: ’ 
called.tothe managing, of great alfairs, but the commendation is, to 
do that well that he hath todo. This is too.much toleflen and vili- 
fie honour, whichis not a common .and .ordinary guett for all per- 
fons; and.all juftand lawful actions. Every chafte woman, every. 
honeft man is not honourable. The wifeft men require thereunto » 
two or three things, the one is difficulty, labour or danger, the o- - 
ther is publick utility, and this isthe reafon why it is properly due. 
to thofe that adminifter,, and well acquit themfelves of great charg- 
es, that be the actions as privately and. generally.good and profita- 
ble as they will, they fhall have approbation and fufficient renown 
with thofe that know them, and the fafety and prote¢tion of the. 
laws,but not honour which is publick, and hath more dignity,fame,.. 
and {plendour. Some add unto thefea third, and that.is, that it be. 
not an action of obligation, but of fupercrogation. - 

The defire of honour and glory, and the approbation of another,.. 
is.a vicious, violent, powerful paflion, whereof we have {poken in~ 
the paffion of ambition; but. very profitable to. the weal-publick, 
to contain men in their.duty, to awaken.and. inflame them to ho- 
nourable aGions, ateftimony of weaknefs and. humane infufiicien-. - 
Lib. 3.inthe SY>- which for want of good mony ufeth light and falfe coin. Now. 
vertue of Yem- in what, and how far forth it is excufable, and when not commen-. 
Der ancy. dable, and that honour is not the recompence of virtue, fhall be faid” 

hereafter. . 
‘. The marks of honour are very divers, but the better. and more. 
| Marksof koe beautifulare they that are without profit and gain,. and are {uchas. : 
HN amour a.man may not ftrain, and apply to the.vicious,. and fuch as by fome. 
Ta -bafe office have ferved the weal-publick. . Thefe-are the better. and. 
14 more efteemed : they.are in themfelves more, vain that have nothing, . 
of worth inthem, but the fimple mark of men,. of honour.and vir- 
tue, as almoft.in all policies, crowns, Janrel garlands, oak, a certain, 
form of accoutrements, the prerogative of fome furname, preceden-. 
ath cy inaffemblics, orders of Knighthood: And it falleth out fometimes, 
PA that it-isa greater honour not to have the.m@rks of honour,.having 
Brot deferved them, then to havethem. Itismore.honourable unto me,, 
vey {aid Cato, that every man fhould ask me, why I have nota ftatue e-. 
wae rected in the market place, then they fhould ask why [have it. 





Defires of ho- 
Hour, CHAP. 20. 
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“SCIC#CE. 


CHAP. LXI. 


Sciexee- 


eexCience, to fay the truth, is a beautiful ornament, a very profi- 

table inftrument to-him that knows well how to ufeit; butin 
what rank to place it, and how to prize it, all are not of one opi- 
‘rion: and therein they commit two contrary faults,fome by efteem- 
ing it too much, fome too little: Some make that account of it, 
that they prefer it -before all other things, and think that it is a fo- 
vercign good, fome kind and ray of Divinity, fecking it with gree- 
‘dine(s, charge and-great labour; others contemn it, and defpife 
thofe that profefsit: themediocrity betwixt both is the more juft 
and moft affured. For my part, I place it far beneath -honetty, 


fanctity, wifdom, virtue, yea, bencath dexterity in affairs: and See lib.3.0.14: 


yeti dare to range it with dignity, natural nobility, military va- 
jour: and I think they may-very well difpute of the precedency ; 
and if I were called to {peak my opinion, Ifhouldmake it to march 
either fide by fide with them, orincontinently after. As {ciences are 
different in their {ubje4ts, and matters, inthe apprenti{hip and ac- 
quifition, foare they in their utility, honefty, neceflity, asalfo in 
their gain and glory: {ome are Theoricks and in {peculations only; 
others are Prattick & inaction: again, fome are Reals, occupied m 
the knowledge of things that are without us, whether they be natu- 
ral or fupernatural; others are particular,which teach the tongues to 
{peak and to reafon. Now without all doubt, thofe {ciences that have 
moft honefty, utility, neceflity, and leat glory, vanity, mercenary 
gain, are far to be preferred before others. ‘And therefore the Pra- 
étick are abfolutely the better;which refpeé the good of nan,teach- 
ing him to live well, and to die well, to command well, tocbey 
well; and therefore they are diligently tobe ftudied by him that en- 
deavoureth to be wife: whereot this work isa brief and{ummary, 
that is to fay, Moral Science, ‘Oeconomical, Political. After thefe 
is Natural, which ferveth to the knowledge of whatfoeveris'in the 
world fit fer our ule, aslikewife to admire the greatnefs, good- 
nefs, wifdom, power of the chief work-mafter. All other know- 
ledges are vain, and aretobe ftudied curforily, as appendents unto 


thefe, becaufe they arc no ways beneficial tothe Hte of man, and . 


help not to make us honeft men. And therefore it is a‘lofs and 
a folly to employ therein fo much time, ‘fo much cott, fo much 
dabour as wedo. It‘is true that they ferve to heap up crowns 
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204: Of riches and poverty. 


and to win reputation with the people, but itis in policies that are 
not wholly found goods.. 


CHAP. LXITI. 
Of riches and poverty. 


. “Hiefe are the two fources and elements of all difcords, troubles, 
The caufe of T and commotions that are in the world: for the exceffive riches” 
troubles... of {ome,do ftir them up to pride, to delicacies, pleafures, difdain of 
the poor ; toenterprife and attempt : the extreani poverty of others, 
provokes them to envy, extrcam jealoulie, fury, defpair, and toat- 
tempt fortunes. Plato called them the plagues of a Common-wealth. 
But which of the two is the more dangerous, is not thorowly refolv- 
edamongftall. According to Arijtutle itis abundance, for a State 
neéds not doubt of thofe that defire but to live, but of fuchasare 
ambitious and rich. According to Plato it is poverty, for defpe- 
rate poor men are terrible and furious creatures for wanting cither 
bread or work, to exercife their arts and occupations, or too ex- 
ceflively charged with impotis, they learn that of the miftrefs of 
beds the School, Neceflity, which of themfelves they never durft to have 
learned; and they dare, becaute their number is great. But yet 
there isa better remedy for them, then for the rich, and itis an ea- 
fier matter to hinder this evil: for fo long as they have bread and 
employment, to exercife their mylteries, and live, they will never 
ftir. And therefore the rieh are to be feared for their own fakes, 
their vice aud condition : the poor, by reafon of the imprudency of 
yovernours. 
i 2, _  Nowmany Law-makers, and great States-men, have gone about 
Wt Againft thee to take away thefe two extremities, and this great inequality of 
ae spat ane goods and fortunes, and to bring*in a mediocrity and equality, 
ay riches which, they called the nurling-mother of peace and amity; and 
ih ei | others likewife have attempted to make all things.common, which 
could never be, but by imagination. But befides this, it is impoffi- 
ble to eftablifh an equality, by reafon of the number of children 
which increafe in one family, and notin another; and that it can 
hardly be put in practice, although a man be enforced, and it coft 
much to attain thereunto, it were allo inexpedient, and to {mall 
purpofe, and by another way to fall into the fame mifchief: for 
there is no hatred more capital then betwixt equals; the envy and 
jealoufie of equalsisthe feminary of troubles, {editions, and cruel 
Wars, . 





































Of riches and poverty. . 


wars, Inequality is good, fo it be moderate. . Hirmony confifteth 
not of like founds, but diff-rent.and weil according. 


Nihil eft ecualitate inecuslins ¢-: 
Nothing can lefs equal be 

I Rie a ye 
Thin it feif, Equslity. 


This great’and deformed inequality of goods proceedeth from 
many cauies: efpecially two : the one 1s-from unjult lones 5 as ufu- 
ries and interefts, whereby the one eat the other, and prow fat with 
the fubftance of another: Qui devorant plebem ficut-efcam panis : 
Who devour the people as a morfel of bread. The other trom ‘dilpofi- 
tions, whether amongft the living, as alienations, donations, cndow- 
_ments in marriages, or teftamentaries by reafon of deat. By doth 
which means {ome do exceflively increale above others, who <onti- 
nue poor. The heirs of rich men marry with thofe that are rich, 
whereby fome houfes are, dilmembred and brought to nothing ; 
and others made rich and exalted: All which incotiveniencies muft 
be ruled and moderated by avoiding exceilive extremities, and in 
fome mediocrity and realonable equaltcy: for to have either intire, 
is neither poflible, nor good, nor expedicnt as hath been faid, And 
this fhall be handled in the virtue of Jultice. 
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Containing the general Inftruttions and Rules of 
Wifdem. 





THE PREFACE. 


Wherein is contained a general portrait of Wifdom, andthe 


fim of this Book. 


Aving, in.the firft Book laid open unto-man many 
and divers means to know himfelf, and our humane 
condition, which is the firft part, anda great mtro- 
du@tion to Wifdom, we are now toenterinto the 
doGrine,and to.underftand in this fecond Book, 
the general rules and opinions thereof, referving 

the more particular to the thirdand laftBook: It is worthieft con- 

fideration, and asa.Preamble to the.reft, to.callaman unto himéelf, 
to tafic, found, ftudy himfelf, to the end he may know and under- 
ftand his defeéts and miferable.condition, and fo make limfelf ca- 

-pable of wholfome and neceffary remedies, which are the advife- 

ments and inftruétions of Wifdom. 

But it isa ftrange thing, that the world fhould take fo little care 
of its own good and amendment. What wit is it for a man to be 
utterly carelefS that his bufinefs be well donc? Man would yi 
ive 























































The Preface. 209 
live, but he cares not to know how to live well. That which a man 
{Hould efpecially- and only know,is that which he knows Jeaft, and 
cares leaft to know. 
Our inclinations, defignments, ftudies, are (as we fee) from our: 
youth divers, according to the diverfity of natures, companies; ins 
ftruGtions, occafions, but there is not any that cafteth hisleyes to 
tlie other fide, that endeavoureth to make himfelf wifes not any that 
ruminateth hereupon, or that doth fo much as think thereon. And 
ifperhaps fometimes he doth, it is but by chauce, and as it were - 
pafling, by; and he attendeth it, as news that is told, which concern~-. 
eth him-not at all. The word pleafeth fome well, but that isall, the 
thing it {elf is neither aceounted of, nor fought for in this world, of 
f{o-univerfal cerruption and contagion. To underftand the. merit: 
and worth of Wildom,-fome kind of air or tincture of nature is: ne= : 
ceffary : for men.are willing to ufe, ftudy, and endeavour, rather for: 
thofe things that have their effects and fruits glorious, outward, and : 
fenfible, fuch asambition, avarice, patlion have, then for wifdom, ; 
whole effeesare {weet, dark,inward, and lef vilible.. 
© how much doth the world erre in this:account, it leveth be eter 
the wind with noife, then the body it felf, the effence without it 3» 
opinion and reputation, then-verity! Man (as hath been faid in the. 
firft Book) is nothing but vanity and mifery,uncapable of wif{dom.. 
Every man hatha talte of that aix which he breatheth, and where: 
he liveth, followeth the train and cuftom of living, followed by all, 
how then fhould he advife hinticli of any other ?* We follow the: 
‘ fteps ofanother, yea we prefs and inflame one another?) we invett | 
our vices and paflions one into another ;..Noman ftaysus, or cryes | 
bola unto it, fomuch do we fail and miftake our felves. We have | 
need of fome fpecial favour from Heaven,. and withal, a great and. | 
dangerous force and conftancy of nature, to note that common er-: 
rour which no man findeth, in advifing and confulting of that which. 
no man confidereth, and. refolving our felves quite contrary to the 
courfe of other men. 
There are fome though xare, I fee them, Iunderftand them, i  o | 
fmell them-with pleafure and admiration but. what, they are ali \ 
iy 
| 








Democrites, ox-Heraclites 5. the one fort do nothing: but mock and. 
gibe,thinking they fhew truth and wifdom enough in laughing at er- 
rour and-folly. They laugh at. the world, for it is ridiculous, they are 
pleafant; but not good and charitable. The other are weak and poor, 
they {peak witha low voice, their mouths halt open, they citeuNe 
they . 











: Lib. Le 





| 4 parts. 
if Pe I. 
ait :Preparatsves, 


26 
Foundations. 


The Preface. 


. their language, they mingle and ftuff their propofi‘ions, to make 


them pais more currently, with fo many. other things, and with 
fuch Art, thacthey are hardly ditcerned. They {pake not diitinéty, 
clearly, affuredly, but doubtfully, like oracles: {come atrer thei, 
and under them, but I {peak in good tooth that which I think, and 


: believe cicerly and peripicuouily. 


f give here a picture, with certain leffons of wifdom, which per- 
haps may fcem to fome new-and ftrange, and {uchas no man in for- 
mer time hath given in fuch a tafhion 5: and 1 doubt not but malici- 
ous people, who have neither:patience, nor power to judge truly 
and wifcly of things, malicioully condemn whatioever agrees not 
with their palate, and with that which they have already received. 
But that is all one, for who is he that can affure himfelf of the good 
opinion of all? but my hope is, that the fimple and débonaire, the 
ftherian and fublime {pirits will judge indifferently. Thefe are the 
two extremitics and ftages of peaceand ferenity; Inthe middle are 
the troubles, tempefts, and meteors, as hath been faid. 


“at To the end we may have fome rude and general knowledge of 
The divif ea 
as ee that.which is handled in this book, and the whole'do@rine of wif 


dom, we may divide this matter into four points or confiderations. 
The tirftare preparatives to wifdom, which are two: the one an ex- 
emption and freedom from all that may hinder the attainment there- 
of, which are either the external errours and vices of the world. or 
inward, aspaffions: the other isa plain, entire and univerfal liber- 
ty of the mind. Thefe two firft, and the more ditiicult, makea man 
capable and apt for wifdom, becaufe they empty and cleanfe the 
place, to the end it may be more ampleand capable to receive a 
thing of 1o great importange as Wildom is. Migna & fpatiofa res eft 
Sapientia, vacuo illi loco opm eft, fupervacua ex animo tollenda funt: 
Great and {paciou u Wifdom, andhad need of large room: the mind 
mujt.be freed from things fuperfluouse . And thisis the firft.. After- 
wards they make him open, tree, and always ready to receive it. 
This is the fecond. 

Thefecond are foundations of wifdom, whichare likewife two, 
true and cffential probity, and to have a certain end and courle of 
life. Thefe two refpect Nature,thcy rule and accommodate us there- 
unto, the firft to the univerfal nature which is reafon; for probity 
or honefty, as fhall be faid, is no other thing: the fecond to the 
particular of every one of us; for it isthe choice of the kind of life 
proper and fit for the nature of every one. : 

The 


















































The Preface. 
The third belongs to the raifing of this building, that isto fay, 
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3. 


Offices and funétions of wifdom, which are fix, whereof the thrcc Offces. 


firftare principally for ‘every onein himfclt, which are piety, in- 
ward government of our felvesand thoughts, and a {weet carriage 
in all accidents of profperity and adverfity : the other three refpe@ 
another, which are fuchan obfervation as 1s neceflary of Laws, Cu- 
ftoms, and Ceremonies, a {weet converfion with another, and pru- 
dencein allafiairs. -Thefe fix do correfpond and comprehend the 


four moral virtues, the firlt, fourth, and titth, do properly appertain — 
to Tuptice, and to that which we ow to God and our neighbour; the ° 


{econd and third, to Fortitude and Temperance, the fixth to Prudence. 
And therefore thefe fx, are the matter and lubje& of the third Book, 
which handleth at large the four moral virtues, and in particular 
the offices and duties of a wife man, but in this Book they are hand- 
led in general. 

The fourth, are the effects and fruits of wifdom, which are two: 


To be always ready for death, and to maintain a mans {elf in true Fruits, 


tranquillity of {pirit, the crown of wildom, and the fovereign good. 

Thefe are in twelve rules and leffonsof wifdom, divided into fo 
many Chapters, whichare the proper and peculiar foot-fteps and 
offices of a wile man, which are not found elfe-where. Imean in 
that fenfe wherein we take them, and now defcribe them: For al- 
though fome of them, as honefty, the obfervation of the Laws, feem 
to be fotind in others of the common and profane fort, yet not fuch 
as we here require and decipher them tobe: He then is wife, who 
‘maintaining himfelf truly free and noble, is directed in all things 
according to nature, accommodating his own properand particu- 
lar to the univerfal, which is God, living and carrying himfelfbe- 
fore God, with all, and mall affairs, upright, conftant, chearful, con- 
tent and aflured, attending with one and the {ame foot, all things 
shat may happen; and laftly death it felf. 


CHAP.. I. 


Exemption and freedom from errours, and the vices of the world, 
and from Paffions. The firjt difpofition to Wifdom- 
) T ishere neceflary for the firft leffon and inftruction unto Wil- 
f. dom, to put the knoWledge of our felves and our humane con- 
dition: 
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Exvweption and freedow from errours 


dition: for the fArft in every thing, is well to know the fubjec& 
wherewith a man hath to do,and which he handleth and manageth 
to bring toperfetion. But we hold that to be already done, for 
itis the fubje& of our firft Book: Wecan only {ay here, as afum- 
ary repetition of all that hath been fpoken, thata man afpiring 
unto wildom, thould above all things, and before all other works 
fufficiently know himfelf, and all men befides. This is the true {ci- 
ence of man, very profitable, a matter of great itudy, fruit, and ef- 
ficacy, for manisallinall. Itisproper to a wile man: for, only he 
that is wife knows himfelf, and he that knows himfelf well is wile 
{tis very difficult, fora man is extreamly counterfeited and difgui- 
{ed, not only man with man, but every man with himfelf Every 
one takes a delight to deceive himlelf, to hide, to rob,to betray him- 
felf, Ipfi nobis furto fubducimur,, flattering and tickling himtclf to 
make himfelflaugh, extenuating his defects, fetting a high price of 
wharfoever is good in himfelf, winking of purpofe left he fhould 
too cleerly fee himfelf. It is very rare and fought for by afew, and 
therefore no marvel if wifdom be fo rare} for they are very few 
that do well know this firft leffon,or that do fiudy it 5 there is nota 
man that is mafter to himfelf, much lefsto another. In things not 
neceflary and ftrange, there are many Matters, many Ditciples. In 
this point we are never with, nor within our felves, we always 
mufe of outward things, and man better knoweth all things then 
himfclf O mifery! Omadnefs! To the wife in this point, itisne- 
ceflary that we know all forts of men, ofall airs, climates, natures, 
ages, eftates, profeflions, (to this end ferves the traveller and the 
hiftory) their motions, inclinations, actions, not only publick, 
(they are leaft to be regarded, being all feigned and artificial ) but 
private, and efpecially the more fimple and peculiar, fuch as arife 
trom their proper and natural jurifdiétion 3 as likewife all thofe that 
concern them particularly, for inthefe two their nature is difcover- 
ed: aftewards that we confer them all together to make an entire 
body and univerfal judgment; but efpecially that we enter into 
our felves, tafte and attentively found our felves, examine every 
thought, word, aétions Doubtlefs we fhall in the cnd learn, that 
man isin truth onthe one fide a poor, weak, pitiful, a maiferable 
thing, and we cannot but pity him; and on the other, we fhail find 
him {wollen & puffed up with wind, prefiumption, pride, defires,and 
we cannot but difdain.and deteft him. Now he hath been fufficient- 
ly decyphered and prefented unto us ewen unto the life, in the ae 
Book, 











and the vices of the world, and from paffions, Bc. 
Book, by divers means in all {enfes, and according to all his vifages: 
and this is the reafon why we {peak no more of this knowledge of 
man, and of our felves inthis place; but we {et down here for the 
firft rule of wifdom, the fruit of this knowledge, -tothe end, that 
the end and fruit of the firft Book, might be the beginning and en- 
trance of the fecond. This fruit is to defend and preferve men from 
the contagion of the world, and of themfelves; thefe are the two 
evils and formal hinderance of wifdom, the one outward; as po- 
pular opinions and vices, the general corruption of the world 3 the 
other inward, that is our paflions. Now we are to fee how dithcult 
this is, and how a man may defend himfelf againft thefe two. Wi 
dom is difficult and rare, and the greateft, yea almoft the only en- 
deavour that we have to attain unto it, isto fet at liberty, and to 
free our felves from that miferable double captivity, Publick and 
domeftical, of another and of our felves: this being attained, the 
refi will be cafic. Letus {peak of thefe two evils dittin@ly and a- 
part. 
As concerning the outward, we have before fufficiently difplayed 


Zo 
the vulgar nature, and ftrange humours of the world, and the com- aie of 
mon fort of people: whereby it is eafie enough to know what can YE! 7 9H"# 


proceed from them for fince they are worfhippers of vanity, en- 
vious, malicious, unjuft, without judgment, difcretion, mediocrity, 
what can they deliberate, think, judge, refolve, {peak, do welland 
juftly ? We have likewile as it were by example reported and quo- 
ted (in prefenting the mifery of mankind) many great faults, which 
the world doth generally commit in judgment and will, whereby 
it is cafic to know that it is wholly compofed of error and vice, 
whereunto all the fayings of the wilelt in the world do accord, af- 
firming that the worfer part is the greater, of a thoufand there is 
not one good; the number of fools are infinite, and contagion is 
moft dangerous in a prea{s. 

And therefore they counfel us, not only to preferve our felves 
neat and cleer from popular opinions, defignments, and affeCtions, 
as being all bafe, fceble,indigefted, impertinent,and very Often falfe, 
at the leaft imperfect : but alfo to fly above all things the multitude, 
the company and converfation of the vulgar fort, becaufea man 
cannot approach neer unto it, without fome lof$ and impeach- 
nent. The frequentation of the people is contagious and very dan- 
gerous, even to the wifeft and beft {etled men that are: for who 
is able to withftand the force and charge of vices, coming with fo 
great 
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Exemption and freedom from errours. 
greata troop? One example of covetoufnefs or incontinency doth 
much harm. The company of one delicate, effeminate perfon, doth 
{often and make nice by little and little, thofe that live with him. 
One rich neighbour gives light and lifeto our covetoufnefS One 
diffolute perfon worketh (if Imay {o fay ) and applieth his vice, 
like ruft, into the neareft and pureft mind. What then can we look 
for from fuch manners, after which the world runneth, andasit 
were with a loofe bridle ? 

But what? itis very rareand difficultfotodo. Itisa plaufible’ 
thing, and that hath great appearances of goodnef$ and juttice, to 
follow the way approved byall: the great beaten way doth eafily 
deceive: Lata eft via ad mortem, & multi per eam mundus in ma= 
ligno pofitus: Broad is the way to death, and many walk, therein? 
Tbe worldis given unto wickedaefs: we go one after another like 
beats for company we never'dive into the reafon, the merit, the 
equity of the caufe; we tollow examples and cuftoms, and as it 
were of envy and emulation, ‘we ftumble, and fall one upon ano- 
ther ; we throng one another, and draw every one toa head-long 
downfall. We borrow our own overthrow, and perifh upon cre- 
dit: Aliens perimus exemplu, We perifh by other mens examples. 
Now he that would be wife, mutt always fulpect whatfoever plea- 
feth, and is approved by the people, ‘by the greater number, and 
muft look into that that is true and good in it felf, and not into that 
which feemeth to them and that is moft ufed and frequented, and 
not fuffer himfelf to be cunny-catcht and carried by the multitude, 
which fhould not be accounted but for one: Usws mihi pro populo, 
& populus pro uno: Ones tome for the people, and the people for one. 
And when to ftop his mouth, and to beat him down at a blow, it 
fhall be faid, That the whole world fayceth it, believes it, dothit 5 he 
muft fay in his heart, It is fo much the-wore, it is but a fimple and 
wicked caution; Tefteem it the lefs, becaufe the world efteems it fo 
much: likewilé Phocion, who feeing the people higly to applaud 
fomething which he had {poken, turned to his friends that ftood by 
him, and {aid untothem, Hzth any folly unwitting of my felf efcaped 
my mouth, or any loofe or wicked word, that allthis people do fo ap- 
prove me ? Quis placere poteft populo, cut placet virtus * mals arti- 
bus quevitur popularis favor: Who is he to whom virtue is pleasing, 
that can pleafe the people? The favour of the people is attained by ill 
means We muft then as much as is poffible fly the haunt and 
company of the fottifh, illiterate, ill-cormpofed people, but above 
“all 
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and the vices of the world, and from paffions, &e. 2f 


all preferve our {elves from their judgments, Opinions, vitious be- 
haviour, and without any ftir keep always our own thoughts apart 
bythemfelves : Quod fcio non probat populus, quod probat populus 
ego nefcio > Sapiens non refpicit quid bomines judicent : nonit qua po- 
pulus, fedut fidera mundi contrarinm iter intendunt, ita bic adverfus 
opiniones omnium vadit : What I know, the people allow not: what 
the people allow, I know not: A wife man refpecteth not what men 
judge of bim : He goes not the fame way with the people, but, as the 
fiars run a contrary courfe to the world, fo he to the opinions of all men: 
Remaining in the world, without being of the world, like the kid-. 
_ niescovered with fat, but have none themfelves. Now effis de mun- 
do,ideo odit vos mundus : Odi profanum vulgus & arceo : Yow are not 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you: The profane multitude, I 
both hate and abandow. This is that folitarinefs fo much commend: 
ed by the wife, which is to disburthen the foul of all vices and po- 
pular opinions, and to free it from this confafion and captivity, to 
draw it to it felf, and to fet it at liberty. 

The other evil and hinderance to wifdom which a man muft ney 
carefully avoid, and which is inward, and therefore the more dan- is fans , 
gerous, is the confulion and captivity of his paffions, and turbulent ba p iflansés 
affections, whereof he mutt disfurnith and free himfelf, to. the end 
he may be empty and neat, like a white paper, and be madea {ub- 
ject more fit to receive thetin@ure and impreffions of wifdom, 
againit which the paflions do formally oppofe themfelves': and 
therefore the wifelt were wont to fay, That it was impoflible even 
for Fupiter himlelf to love, to bein choler, to be touched with any | 
paflion, and to be wife at one time. Wifdom is a regular mana- He 
ging of our foul with meafure and proportion : It is an equability, if 
and {weet harmony of our judgments, wills, manners, a conftant | 
health of our mind 5 whereas the paffions are contrariwife but the Hl 
furious reboundings, acceflions and receffions of folly, violent and 
rafh fallies and motions. 

We have fufliciently decyphered the paffions in the fir Book, 6. 
and faid enough to bring us into horrour, and deteftation of them : General reme. 
the general means and remedies to overcome them ( for the parti- es againft 
cular in every one y are in the third Book, in the virtue of Fortitude the paffions. 
and temperance) are many and diflerent, good andevil. And not 
to {peak of that goodnefs and iclicity of nature, fo well tempered 
and feafoned, that it maketh us calm and clear, exempt and quit | 
from ftrong paffions and violent motions, and Keepeth us in good . | 


Q. cafe, 
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Exemption and freedom from errours 


cafe, equal, united, firm, and as ftrong as fteel againft the affault of 
our paflions, a thing very rare: for this is nota remedy againft this 
evil, but an exemption of evil, and healthit felf:. but of the reme- 
dies againft them we may.note four. 

The firft improper, and by no means commendable, is-a kind of 
ftupidityand infinfiblenefs in not perceiving and apprehending of 
things,abrutifh pampering food of bafe minds, or {uch as have theis: 
apprehenfion wholly dulled, a {piritual leprofie, which feemeth to .. 
have fome thew of health, but it hath not : for it is not poflible there. 
fhould be wifdom and conftancy, where there isnot knowledge. 
and underftanding, and imployment in affairs :. fo that it is-only a. 
complexion, and not a virtue. This isnot to feel the difeafe, and 
therefore not to cureit: neverthele(s this ftate is nothing fo bad, as 
to know. and feel, and underftand , and yet to fuffer himfelf to be 
‘gulled and overcomes. 


Pretulerim delirus inér{que vidert, 
Dum mea deleéent me, vel denique fallant; 
Quam fapere & ringi- 

Trather chufe to feem a fool with eafe, 
Then to be wife. indéed, and yet difpleafe. 

The fecond remedy. is little better then the evil it felf, but yet 
more inufe, that is, whea aman conquereth and extinguifheth one 
paffion by.a flronger then it : for paflions-are never of equal force, 
but there isalways-one or another (as in the humours of the body ) 
which is the predominant, which ruleth and devoureth the reft, and 
we attribute many times very untruly that unto virtue amd wifdom, 
which arifeth from paffion: but it is not enough in thefe men, when. 
thofe paffions that bear {way in them, are not of the wortt.. 

The third remedy and good ( though it be not the beft ) is. 
wife and artificial, whereby: aman avoideth, flyeth, and hideth. 
himfelf fromall fuch accidents whatfoever; as-may ftir, awaken, 
or kindle his paffions. This is:a kind of ftudy. and Art, where- 
bya man prepareth himfelf before the occafions, in. diverting of 
evils, and providing that we feel them not; like that: King, who 
brake a beautiful and rich cup that one gave him, to take away 
in a good hour all matter of brawl and anger that might hap- 
pen about it. The prayer of thefe kind of people is, Né nos.in-- 
ducasintentationem: Lead us not into temptation. By-this remedy, 
he that fets himfelf forward to the fport, {ports not himéelf : 
; Men. 






















































and the vices of the world, and from paffzons, &c. 
‘Men of honour, prompt and cholerick, flye contentions, altercatis 
ons, and ftay themfelves at the firft onfet and occafion of paffion : 
For when a man Is once enfred, it is no eafie matter to carry him- 
felf wifely and difcreetly.We guide our affiGions in the beginning, 
and hold them at our mercy; but after they are once a foot, and 
throughly heated, they guide and carry us. Paffions are far more 
eafily avoided, then-moderated,  exfcinduntur animo facilins quam 
temperantur : becaute all things are in their firtt birth feeble and ten- 
der. In their weaknefs we-difcover-not the danger, and in their full 
growth and ttrength we know not how te:‘withftand them; as we 
may {ee in divers, who eafily and lightly enter into quarrels, and 
law, and contentions, but are afterwards enforced to get out as they 
can, with fhame enough, and to come to any agreement,be.it never 
fo bafe and difhonourable, yea to feck falfe interpretations, to belye 
themfelves, to betray their own hearts, to plaitter and cover the 
fact,which are all remedies a hundred times worfe then the evil they 
go about to heal; Melixs non-incipient, quam définent : They foall 
uot begin better, then they end : from the want of wifdom, they fali 
into.the want of heart : This is contrary to that faying of Bias, 
Enterprize coldly, purfue ardently. It is like fools, who, out of a 
vitious fhame, are ealily perfwaded to agree to whatfoever a man 
demands, and as cafily flye from their words, and-revoke that they 
have {poken. We muft therefore in all our affairs and commerce 
with men, from the beginning be prudent and advifed. 
The fourth and beft remedy of all, is a lively Virtue, rcfolu- 


TO. 


tion, and conftancy of the mind, whereby a man feeth and con-Virtue 


fronteth all accidents without trouble, he wreftleth and en- 
treth into a combate with them. I is valiant, noble, and glo- 
rious impaffibility , quite contrary to the firft, which we have 
fpoken of, bafe ftupidity. Now, to form it, and to attain unto 
it; there is nothing more neceffary then a precedent difcourfe. 
Difcourfe is the mafter of our Paflions, premeditation is that 
which giveth thetemper to the foul, and makes it hard, and 
{teely , and impenetrable, againft whatfoever would wound or 
hurt it. The proper means to appeafe and {weeten thefe pafli- 
Ons, is, to know them well, to examine, to judge what pow- 
er they have over us, and we over them. But above all, the 
fovereign remedy is to believe, and not to fuffer him(elf to be 
carried with opinion, which is that which cherifheth and kind- 
feth our paffions, and is (as hath been {aid ) falfe, foolith, in- 
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conflant, 














































































































246 An univerfal and plain liberty: 
inconftant, and uncertain, the guide of fools and the vulgar fort ;- 
but to fuffer himfelf to be {weetly led by reafon and nature, which 
is the guide of the wiler fort, ripe, folid, and fettled. But hereof, 
hereatter more at large. - 

HY. But above all other paffions, it is neccflary. that we.do carefully - 
Prefumption, guard and defend our {elves from felf-love; prelumption, and fool- 
ith dotage of our felves, the plague of mankind, the capital enemy 
of wifdom, the true gangrene and corruption of the foul, whereby 
we adore our felves, and icf contented, with our felves, we hearken.. 
to none other, and belicve none other but our felves.. Now we 
fhould know that we are not in greater danger in the hands of any, - 
then of ourfelves.. It isan excellent Motto originally come from. 
the Spanifh tongue, O God keep my felf from my Jelf- This pre- 
{ymption and foolifh Jove of our felves, proceeds from the ipno- 
rance we have.of our felves, of our weaknefs, and that little that. 
is inus. Not only.in general of the infirmity and milery 6f man- 
kind, but alfo of our own proper and perfonal imperfcCtions : but 
whofoever he be thathath the leaft grain or touch, of this folly, 
Hee) i thall never attain.unto,wifdom. Faith, modefty, a hearty and {c- 
Ale rious acknowledgment of that little that we have, 1s a great tefti~- 
HW mony of-a good and found judgment, of a right will, and is an exe. 
| i cellent difpofition unto wifdom. 








CHAP, IT.. 


An univerfal and plain liberty of fpirit, both in Fudament ana: 
Will, the fecond difpofition to Wifdom. 


rit ‘He other difpofition unto wifdom, which followeth the firft 
Hi iT ( which doth quit us trom this outward and. inward captivity 
and confufion, popular and paffionate ) isa plain, entire, generous, 
Ben and lord-like liberty of the mind whichis twofold, that is to fay, of 
Re | Judgment, and Will. 
| | 1s, The firft The firft, of Judgment, confifteth in the confideration , judges 
Pia | part, liberty of ment, examination of all things, and not in tying himielf to any 
Ca ae Fadgment. ~ one, but remaining, free in himfelf, univerfal, ready, and open for 
rae all. And this is the higheft point, the proper law and true privi 
me ledge ofa wile and active man. But few they are that will under- 
| | fiand it, and acknowledge it, fewer that practife it as they fhould ; 
and this is the reafon why we muuft here ctiablith it, againtt. {ch as 
are 











of {pivit, bothin judgment and will, &e. 
are incapable of wifdom. And firft, toavoid all mifcountings, 
we explain the werds,and give the fenle. There are here three things 
which maintain, caufe, and conferve one the other, that is, to 
judge of al] things, not to be married or bound to any, to continue 
open and ready forall. When I fay, to judge, my meaning is not 
to refolve, affirm, determine: this were contrary to the fecond 
which is, not to bind themfelves to any thing ; but it isto examine, 
and weigh the reafons and counter-reafons on all parts, the weight 
and merit of them, and thereby work out the truth. So likewife, 
not to bind our {elves to any thing, is, not to fettle our f{elves, and 
to remain fhort of what we thould, bleating in the air, and to ceafe 
our endeavours, and to proceed in our neceflary actions and delibe- 
rations: For I will that inall outward and common ations of 
-our life, and in whatloever is ordinarily ufed, a man fhould agree 
and accommodate himfelf to the common fort 5 for our rule extend- 
eth not it felf to that which is outward, and to the a@ion, but to 
that which is within, the thought, and fecret and inward judgment: 
yea and thercin likewile I confent,that a man fettle and apply him- 
{elf to that. which feemeth moft agreeable to the truth, mott honeft 
and profitable; but yet that it be without determination, refoluti- 
on, afhrmation, or condemnation of contrary or divers judgments, 
old, and new, but always to hold himfelf ready to entertain better 
if itappear 5 yea,not tobe offended, if another thall contcft with 
him againft that which he thinketh better, but rather defire to hear 
what may be faid for this is the mean, to exercife the tirft, which 
is to judge, and always to enter into the fearch of the truth. Thefe 
three, Lfay, do maintain, and conferve one the other 3 for he that 
judgeth well, and without paffions of all things, findeth in every 
thing appearances of reafon, which hinder his refolution, whereby 
he feareth to fettle his judgment, and fo remaincth urdetermined, 
indifferent, and univerfal; whereas contrariwife, he that refolveth, 
judgeth no more, but fetleth and refteth himfelf upon that which 
he holdeth, and fo makes himfelf a partaker, and a particular. To 
the former, fools, fimple and weak people are contrary : to the {e- 
cond, obftinate opinative afirmers: to the third, both of them, 
which are particulars : but all three are practifed by the wife, modcft, 
difcreet, and temperate fearcher of the truth and true Philofophy. 
It remaineth for the explication of this our propofition, that I lct 
you know, that by all things, and fome thing, ‘ for it is faid, to judge 
of all things, not to be afflured of any,;) we underftand_ not thofe di- 
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of all. 





An univerfal and plain liberty 
vine veritics which have been revealed unto us, which we are to re=” 
ceive fimply withall humility and fubmilflion, and, without all con- 
troverfie and difcuffion, fubmit our felves, and captivate our minds 
thereunto, captivantes intelleclum ad obfequium fide: Submitting our: 
underftanding to the obedience of faith: but we underitand hercby, 


all other things without exception. . ‘This fimple explication would . 


be fificient perhaps to perfwade an indifferent {pirit to receive this - 
rule of wifdom :. but I {ee and perceive a fort of people, glorious, 
affirmative, which would rule the world, and command it as it 
were witha rod 5 and, asothers in former times have {worn. to - 


certain principles, and married them{clves to certain opinions, fo - 


they would that all others fhould do thelike, whereby, they oppole 
themfelves to this noble liberty of the {pirtt. It fhall be neceflary. 


therefore to eftablifh i¢ more amply, and by order to confirm. and . 


handle thefe three points and members thereef. 





my The firft is, To Judge ofall... It is the property ofa wife and [pi- - 
Firft, To judge Titual man, faith one of the firftand wifett ot the world, Spiritua- 


lis. omnia dijudi:at,© a. nemine judicatur :. The ffiritual man judg: 
eth all, and ws. judged of none. The true ofhce of man, his moft 


proper and natural exercife, his worthicft profeflion is, To judge, - 


Why is he a man difcourfing, reafoning, underftanding ? Why hath 
he a fpirit ? to build (as they fay) Caltles in the air, and to feed 
himfelf with fooleries.and.vanities, as the greateft part of the 
world doth ? Quis unguam .ocules tenebrarnm: causa habuit ? Whe 


bad evereyes given bimto keep them fhut * No doubtlc(s, but to, 


underttand, to judge of all things,- and therefore he is calléd the go- 
vernour, the fuperintendent, the keeper of natures. of the -world, 


of the works of God. To go about to.deprive him of this right, is» 


to make him no more a man, but a beaft5 -to do it fingularly, excel- 
lently, is the part of a wife man 35 if, not to judge, hurts. the fimple 


and proper nature of man, what fhall it doin a wife man, who is : 
as far above fhe.common fort of men, as a common man _is-above ~ 


beafts ? It is then {trange that fo. many men (I {peak not of idiots, 
and the weaker fort, who have not .the faculty and mean to exer- 
cife it) who.cither are, or. make thew of underftanding, and fufhci- 


ency, deprive themfelves willingly of. this right and authority fo » 


natural, fa juft, and excellent, who. without the examining, or 
judging ofany thing, receiveand approve whatioever is prcfented, 
either beeanfe it hath a fair femblanceand appearance, or becaufe it 


isin authority, credit, and practice? yea, they think that itis not - 


lawful .: 















































of fpirit, bothin judgment and will, &e. 
‘lawful to examine or doubt any thing 5 in fuch fort do they debafe 
cand degrade themtelves.: they are forward and glorious in other 
things, but in this, they are fearful and fubmifS, though it do. juft- 
‘ly appertain unto them, and with fo much-reafon. Since there are 
a thoufand lies for one truth, a thouland opinions 6f one and the 
‘{ame thing, and but ene thatis true, why fhould not I examine 
with the inftrument of reafon, Which is the better, the truer, the 
amore -reafonable, honeft and. profitable ? Is it poflible, that amonett 
‘fe many laws, cuftoms, opinions, diferent Manners, and contrary 
to ours, as there are in the world, there are none good but ours? 
Hath all theworld befides been miltaken ? Who dares to fay {o? 
and who-doubteth but others fay as much of ours, and that he that 
‘thus condemneth others, if he had been there born and brought up , 
‘would think them-better, and prefer them before thofe he now 
accounteth the only good, and all-becaule he hath been accuttomed 
‘unto them? Yo conclude, to him that thall be fo fool-hardy to fay 
it; LTanfwer, that this rule¢fhall at the leaft be good for all others, 
to the end that they judging and examining all may.find ‘ours to be 
the better. -Go to then, the wifeman fhall judge of all,nothing ‘hall 
ef{cape him which he bringeth not to the bar, and to the ballance: 
It isto play the part of profane men and beafts, tofutfer themelves 
‘to be led like oxen. Iwill thatmen live, andfpeak, and do, as 
others and the common fort do 5 but not that they judge like the 
‘common fort, but judge them. What can a wife man, ora holy man 
have above a profane, if he'mutft have his f{pirit, his mind, his prin- 
ciple and heroical part, a {lave to the vulgar fort ? The publick and 
common fhould content it felf, if a man conform himf{elf thereunto 
‘in all apparent things; what hath he to do with our infide, our 
thoughts, and judgments ? They thall govern as Jong as they will 
my hand, my tongue, but not my {pirit 5 for that,by their‘leave,hath 
another mafter. Itisa hard thing to bridle the liberty of the fpirit-5 
and ifaman would.do it, it isthe greateft tyranny thatmay be: a 
wife man will take heed thercof actively and paflively, will main- 
tain himfelf in his liberty, and not trouble-that of other men. 
Now a wifeman enjoying this his right to judge and examine 
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all things,‘it many times comes to pafs, that the judgment and the The effel of 

thand, the mind and the body, contradi¢t one another, and that he ran fief dba: 
will carry himfelf outwardly aftcr one manner, and judge inward- { wife ah i 
ty after another , will play one part before the world, and an- one within, an- 
other in his mind, which he muft do to preférve equity and juftice other without. 


Q_ 4. an 




























































































An aniverfal and pliin Tberty 
in all. That general faying , Cniverfus mundus exercet biftrio- 
nem, All the world carrieth two faces in one bood, thould properly 
and truly be underftood of a wife man, whois anotherman with- 
in, then he outwardly fhews. If he were without; fuch-as he is 
within, he fhould not be accounted of, but in all things offend the’. 
world : If he were within, frch as without,’ he fhould.be no more 
a wile man, be fhould judge amifs, be corrupted in his mind. He 
muft do, and carry himfelt outwardly, for publick reverence, and 
{o 2s he offend no man, according to the law, cuftoms and cere- 
mony of the Country 3 and inwardly judgeot the truth asit is, ac- 
cording to the univerfalreafon, whereby it many times comes to 
pafs, that he condemneth that which outwardly-he doth. Sapiens 
faciet que non probabit, ut ad majora tranfitum inventst, nec relanguet 
bonos mores, fed tempori aptabit omnia: qua imperitt faciunt & 
luxuriofi, faciet + fed non eodem modo, nec eodem propofitas: multa fa~ 
ientes faciunt qua bomines. funt, non qua faprentess,\ A wife man 
will do that which bimfelf will not allow, to make a wayunto greater 
matters thereby: neither will be forfake good manners, but accommo- 
date all things to the time: What unskilful and: diffolute perfons do, 
that will be dos but notin the fame manner, or to the fame purpofe-. 
Many things wife men do a they are men, but not as wife men. He 
will carry bim(elf in things and a¢tions as Cicery in -words, who: 
faid, I leave the ufe or cuftom of {peech tothe people, and obferve 
the true {cience and knowledge of words: Loquendum © extra: 
vivendum ut. multi, fapiendum nt pauct: We muft foeak and-carry 
our {elves ontmardly asthe greater number, and be wife as the smaller. 
Some few examples hereof; and firft of things of lefsmoment. In 
all humility ktake off my hat, and keep my head uncovered betore. 
my fuperiour; for fo deth the cuftom of my. Country require 5 but 
yet I will not leave to judge, that the cuftom of the Eafi is far bet- 
ter, to falute and do reverence, by laying the hand upon the breait, 
without uncovering the head, to the prejudice of our health, and 
other inconveniencies. Contrariwile, if Lwere.in. the Eaft, Lwould 
take my repaft fitting upon the earth, or leaning on the elbow, or 
half-lying, looking, upon the table fide-ways as they do there, and as 
our Saviour with his Apofiles.did ule todo, recumbentibus, difcum- 
bentibus ; and yet I would not ceafeto judge, that the manner of 
fitting upright at table, our faces towards it, as the cuftom is here, 
is more honeft, more fit, and commodious. Thefe examplesare of: 
fall weight, and there,are a thoufand. the like ;, let us take ano- 
ther. 











of fpirit, both in judgment and will, &c. 
ther of betterimportance.. will, and I yield my confent, that 
the dead be interred and left to the mercy of the worm of rotten- 
nefs and ftench, becaufe it 1s now the common. cuftom almof 
every where : but yet I wall not ceafe to. judge, that the ancient 
manner of burning them, and gathering their afhes téBether, is: 
more noble, and more neat, tocomimit and commend to the fire,. 
the excellentett clement, enemy..te putrefaction and ftench, neigh~ 
bour to heaven itfelf, a fign.ot immorta. ity, a fhadow of the Divi- 
nity, and whereof theufe is proper and peculiar unto man, rather 
then tothe easth, which.isthe ordure, lees, dregs of the elements, 
the fink of the world, the mother of corruptions and to the worms, 
which isthe extremeft ignominy and horrour, and fo to-couple and 


handle alike a man anda beaft.. Religion: it lelfteacheth and com- 


mandeth to: difpofe after this manner,of all things,as of the pafchal 
lamb which might not be eaten,.and: (where Popery beareth {way ) 
the:confecrated hoft, and divers the like 3. why then fhould not the 
like refpec be had of our bodies ? What can a man.do that is more 


difhonourable to-the body, then-to caft. it into the earth there to» 


corrupt? It feemeth to me, to. be the uttermoft punifhment that 
can be inflicted upon infamous perfons.and hainous offenders, and 
that the carcaffes of honeftand honourable men fhould be handled 
with better refpect. Doubtlefs of all the manners in difpoling of 
dead bodies, which may be reduced to.tive, thatis, to. commit them. 
to: the four elements, and the bowels of wild beatis 5. the vileft, and. 
bafeft, and moft fhameful,. is to: interre them 3. the molt noble and 
honourable, to: burn-them.. Again, Iwill and confent,. that this my: 
Wife-man im things natural be modeft,that he hide and cover thofe 
parts.and actions that are called thameful, difhonourable 5. and he 

that fhould:do. otherwife, B would deteft, and think hardly. of him, 

becaufe it isalmoft the cuftom of the.whole world 5. but yet I will 

neverthelefs, that he judge that fimply. in themfelves, and accord- 
ing, to nature, they are no more thameful then. the nofe or the 

mouth, to drink and to eat. Nature, that is, God, having made no- 

thing fhamefil 5. but it is from another caufe, not from nature, that. 
is to fay, from the enemy of nature, which is Sin. Divinity alfo: 
more chaft then Philofophy, telleth us, that to entire nature, not 
yet altered by. the fin of man, thefe parts’ and actions were not 
fhameful, for then fhame was not 5, it isthe enemy. of nature, the 
fruit of fin. Iconfent to apparel my felt like thole of my Country 
and Profeffion;.and if Lhad been born in thofe Countries where they 
£0 












































































































nae 22. An univerfal and plain liberty 
eet | Ve | ~ .g0 naked, I would have gone fo too.5 but yet I ceafe not to judge, 
ae a | that neither of the two talhions is very good 5 and if I were to 
chufe and ordain , 1 would .chufe a fathion indifferent betwixt 
both, outgf thofe Countries. where they cover themfelves with one 
i I only and fimple covering, lightand catie enough, without fathion, 
(a) or coft.; For our manner of attiring is not good, yea worfe then to 
ai go naked, to be fo faft wrapped-and bound, withtuch a: multitude 
| and varicty of coverings of divers ftuffs, even to the number of 
four, five, fix, one upon another, and whereof {ome are double, that 
they hold us preftand packt up with fo many ties,bindings,butnings 
(not to {peak of that diffolute and abominable excefs condemned by 
all good laws) that we can‘hardly ftir ourfelves-in them, I will 
content my felf with thefe examples. The felf-fame, a man may fay 
of all laws, cuftoms, manners,and of that which is de fadto and 
much more of opinions, and that which is de jure. 

Tf any man fhall fay, that have judged amifs-in thefe examples, 
and that generally, if liberty be given to judge of all things, the {pi- 
rit will wander and lofe it elf, filling and furnithing it felt with fol- 
lies and falfe opinions : Tanfwer to the firft, which toucheth me 
in particular, that it is very eafie to erre-in finding the truth in all 
thefe inftances, and yet it is over-boldnefs to accufe any man; for 
it is as much as if he fhould fay, that aman knows where and 
what the trutlvis in things, which who can perfe@tly know or judge 
of? Now not to find the truth, is not to judge amifSs -to judge 
amifs, is to weigh and ballance, and compare amifs, that is to fay, 
not to examine the reafons, and to ponder them according to the 
firft and univerfal nature, (both whichthougha man do, yet it fol- 
loweth not, that he mult needs find out the truth.) Now I believe 
wit nothing that is but fimply affirmed,ifit be not likewife proved; but 
if any.man by contrary reafons mare ftrong and forcible, {hall make 
good what he faith, of all others he is the welcomelt man unto-me, 
and the man J look for : Oppofitions and contradictions well ur- 
Wine ged, and with reafon,are the true means to exercife this judging-of- 
Pie) fice. had never {et down thefe opinions, but that I looked that 
(ome one or other fhould abrogate them, and help meto-better, and 
to anfwer more effectually, and to that general objection of the dan- 
\ ger that there isin this liberty, befides that which hath been fpoken, 
f | and fhall more exprefly be faid in the third Leffon of Wifdomand 
: Chapter following, that the rule which we ought to hold in judg- 
ha jng,and in all things,is Naturenatuxal and univerfal Reafon,follow= 
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of fpirit, both in judgment and will, &e. 
ing which a man can never erre.: See here the other member ‘of this 
judicious liberty which we are about to handle; which will turnifh: 
us with a remicdy againit this pretended danger. | 


The other point of this lord-like liberty ot {pixit, is an indiffe--x Nor to bind 


réncy of talte, and a defcering of a fetled-refolution, whereby a wile felves to 
anything. 


man coniidering gold:y, and without piffion, all things, as is faid, 
isnot ob{tinate, doth not {wear, tye, bind himfelf to-any opinion 3* 
keeping himfelf alway ready to receive thetruth, or that which’ 
feems to-him to:have beft femblance of truth, and faying in his in- 
ward and fecret judgment, that which our Ancients were wont: 
to {ay in their outward‘and publick, Ira zidetwr, It {ecmeth to; there: 
is great appearance of truth on this fide y:and if any‘man’ do: con-~ 
tradict and oppofe himfelf, with patience he is ready tounderftand 
the coutrary.reafons, and to receive them, finding them more’ 
ftrong, and better 5 and when he hath heard what he can hear, 
he ftill thinketh that ‘either there is, or may be better; though as’ 
yet it appeareth not.-This dilation and putting.off of a-mans judg- 
ment, is tounded firft upon thofe propofitions fo'much celebrated 
among the wile, That there is nothing cert ain, that we know nothing,’ 
that there # nothing innature but doubt,nothing certain but inzertain- 
ty. Solum certum, nibil effe cert?’ hoc unum fcio, quod nibil fro : 
The only thing certain, w that nothing certains this one thing* 
know Lthat I know nothing: That of all things a man may“dilpuce 
alike; that we do nothing but fearch, inquire, and grope after ap~' 
pearances.: Scimus nibil, opinamur verifimilia: We know nothing, 
and imagine likelihoods. That verity is not‘a thing or our Own in- 
vention and purchate, and when it yields it {elf into:our hands, we 
have nothing in our {elves whereby we may challenge it, poffefsit,’. 
or affure our felves of it: That truth and falfhood enter into us by 
one and the fame gate, and there hold the fame place and credit,and’ : 
miaintain themfelves by the fame means: That there is no opinion : 


held by all, or current in all places, none that is not ‘bated and dif . 


puted, that another hath not held and maintained qtite contrary 
untoit: That all things have two handies and two vifiges, and 
there is reafon forall, and there is notany that hath not his con~’ 
trary 5 it is-of Lead,it turneth and accommodateth it felt to whatfo-' 
ever aman will have it: To be fhort, It‘isthe doGtrine and pra~’ 
ctice of all the wifeft, greateft, and moftneble Philofophers, who 
have made profeffion of ignorance, doubting, inquiring, fearching.’ 
Others, notwithftanding they have been dogmatifis; and afhrmers,' 
yet": 
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An urriverfal and plain liberty 


yet it bath been of geftures and works only, and that to fhew, 


how far they could wade in the purchafe and fearch of the truth, 


Quam dotli finguut mags quam norunt 2 Which the learned rather 


imagine, then know : giving unto all things no other nor ftronger 
title, then probability and true ikelihood, and handling them di- 


verfly, {ometimes with one vifage andin one dfenfe, fometimes in 


another, by problematical queitions, ratheringuiring then inftru@- 
ing 3 and many times fhewing that they {peak not in earneft, but 
in {port and for exercife: Nontam id fenfiffe quod dicerent, quam ex- 
ercere sngenia materia difficultate voluiffe videntur. They will feem 
not fo much to think what they fay, as to.exercife their wits with the 
difficulty of the matter. And who will believe that it was the pur- 
pole of Plato to tye men to hisCommon-wealth, and his Idea’s 3 
of Pythagoras, to his numbers 5 of Epicurus, to his Atomes, or to 
give them for current coin ? They took pleafure to folace their 
ipirits with pleafant and fubtile inventions, Que ex iigenio fingun- 
tur, non ex {cientie viz Which they rather feign wittily, then know 
skilfully. Sometimes likewife they have ftudied after difhculty, to 
cover the vanity of their {ubje@t, and to employ the curiofity of 
their {pirits. And driforle, the moft refolute of all the reft, the 
Prince of Dogmatifts, and peremptory afhrmers, the God of Pedan- 
tics, how often hath he been croft in his opinions, not knowing 
what to refolve in that point of the Soul, wherein he is almoft al- 
ways unlike to himfelf; and in many other.things more bafe,which 
he knew not how to find or underftand, ingenuoufly confefling 
fometimes the great weaknefs of man in finding and knowing the 
truth. 

They that have come after, of a pedantical and prefumptnous 
{pirit, who make Ariftotle and others {ay what they pleafe, and 
are more obftinate in their opinions then ever they were, difavow- 
ing thofe for Difciples that taint in their opinions, hate and arro- 
gantly condemn this rule of wifdom, this modefty, and Academi- 
cal ftaidnefs, glorying in their obftinate opinions, whether they 
be right or wrong, loving better a heady froward affrmer apaintt 
their own opinions, and againft whom they may exercife their wit 
and skill, then a modeft peaceable man, who doubteth and maketh 
ftay of his judgment, againft whom their wits are dulled, that is 
to fay,a fool then a wile man: like to women, who love better to 
be contradicted, even with injury, then that a man either out of the 
coldnefs of his nature, or contempt, fhould fay nothing to them, 

where- 
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of pirit, both in judement and will, &c. 
whereby they imagine they are either {corned or condemned , 
wherein they fhew their iniquity. ~ For why fhould it not be as law- 
ful to doubt, and confider of things as doub:tul, not determining 
of any thing, as it isto them to athrm ? Way fhould it not be law- 
ful ingenioufly to confefs that which a man Anoweth not, ‘Luce. in 
verity he knoweth it not, and to holdin fufpence that which he is 
not alfured of, and againft which there are many reafons and: op- 
pofitions ? It iscertain according to the opinion of the wifcit, that 
we areignorant of much more then we know, that all our Know- 
ledge is the leffer part, and almoft nothing in regard of that we 
know not: thecaufes of our ignorances are infinite, and both in 
refpect of the things themfclves, either too far from us, or too near, 
too great, or too little, too durable, or not durable enough, perpe- 
tually changing, and in refpeét of our felves, and the manner of 
knowing them, which as yet is not fufhciently learned. And that 
which we think we know, we know nof, neither can we hold it 
well, for with violence it is got from us 5 and ifit may not be got- 


ten becaufe our obftinacy in opinion is ftrong, yet we are uncontent- - 


ed with it, and much troubled. Now how thould we be capable to 
know more or lefs, if we grow refolute in our opinions, fettleand 
repofe our felves in certain. things, and in fuch manner, that we feck 
no farther, nor to examine any more that which we think to hold ? 
They think this fufpenfion a thame and a weaknefs, becanfe they 
know not what it is, and they perceive not that the greateft men 
that are, have made profeffion thereof; they bluih, and have not 
the heart freely to fay, 1 know not 5 fo much are they poffeffed with 
‘the opinion and prefumption of {cience : and they know not that 
there is a kind of ignorance and doubt, more learned, and more 


certain, more noble and generous, then all their {cience and certain~ - 


ty. Thisis that that hath made Socrates {o renowned, and held for 


the wifeft man: It 1s the{cience of {ciences, and the fruit of allour - 


ftudies: it is a modeft, mild, innocent, and hearty acknowledg- 


ment of the myftical height of truth, and of the poverty of our hu- - 


mane condition fullof darknefs, weaknefs, uncertainty, Cogitatio- 
nes mortalinmtimida, incerta inventiones noftre 5 Deus novit cogira~ 
tinnes bominum, quoniam vane funt. Mans thoughts are fearful, and 
our inventions uncertain : God knows the thought of man, how vain 
its. Here I would tell you, that I caufed to be graven over the 
gate of my little houfé which I built at Condom, in the year 1600- 
this word, I know not.. Te 
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An univerfal and plain liberty 


But they will needs that we fubmit our {elves in all duty to cere 
tain principles, whichis an unjuft tyranny. I yield my confent, that 
aman employ them in all judgment, and make ufe of them, but 
yet not fo, asthat amanmay not {purn againft them, for againft 
that opinion Leppofé my felf- Who is he in the whole world, that 

ath right to command, and give Laws to the world, to fubject the 
{pirits of men, and to give principles, which may be no more exa- 
mined, that aman may no more deny or doubt of; but God him- 
{elf, the fovereign Spirit, and true principle of the world, who is 
only to bebelieved, becaufe he faith it? All-other things are fub- 
jet to tryal and oppofition, and it is weaknefs to fubject our 
felvesuntoit. Ifthey will.that [fubmit my felf to principles,I will 
fay to them, as the Curate faid to hisParifhioners ina matter of 
time, and.asa Prince of ours to the Secretaries of thisage in a point 
of Religion 5 Doyou firftagree to thefe principles, and then I will 
(ubmit my {elf unto them. Now there is as great doubt and difpute 
in the principles,as in the conclufions 4 in the Thefes, as in the Hypo- 
thefes, whereby there are fo many {ects amongt{t them, that if I yield 
my {elf to the one, I offend all the xeft. They fay likewue, that it is 
a great affliction, not to be refolved, to remainalways in doubt, 
yea, that it is a matter of difficulty for aman to continue long in 
that ftate. They have reafon to fay it, for they find it fo in them- 
felves, being the property of fools,and-weak minds, of prefumptu~ 
ous fools, paffionate and obftinate in certain opinions, who con- 
demn all others; and although they be overcome, never yield them- 
{elves, vexing and putting themfelves into choler, never acknow- 
ledge any reafon. If they be conftrained to change their opinions, 
being altered they are as refolute and obflinate in their new, as they 
were before in their firftopinion, not knowing how to hold any 
thing, without paffion, and never difputing to learn and find the 
truth,but co maintain that which they have {worn and bound them- 
{elvesunto. Thefe kind of people know nothing, neither know 
they what itis to know, becaufe they think to know and to hold 
the truthin their fleeves. Becaufe thou thinkeft thou feeft, thou feeft 
nothing, faith the Do¢tor of truth to the glorious and prefumptu- 
ous man 5 Si quisexiftimet fe feire aliquid, nondum cognovit quem- 
admodum oporteat eum fcire: He that thinks he knows Something, 
knows not yet what be ought to know. It is ht that weak men that 
have not ftrength to keep themfelves upright upon their feet, be 
kept up with props they cannot live but in bonds, nor maintain 
-themfelves 
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themfelves free, a people born to fervitude, they fear Bug-hears, 


or that the Wolf will eat them if they be alone... But in wile, mo~ 
deft, and ftaid men, it is quite contrary, the furedt ftay. and’ moft. 
happy. eftate of the {pirit, which by this means keepeth it felf firm,, 


upright, conftant, inflexible, always free and to it felf: boc liberiores: 
& foluriores. famus, quia integra nobis judicandi. poteltas manct : 
Herein we are free. becaufe in-our felves. we have full power to 
judge. It isa very {weet, peaceable, and pleafantfojourn or delay, 
where a man-feareth not to fail or mifcount himfelf, where.a man. 
is in the calm, under.covert, and out of danger of participating fo 
many errours produced by the phantafie of man, and whereof the 
world is full,of entangling him(elf in complaints,divifions,difputes, 
of offending divers parties, of belying and gainfaying his own be- 
lief, of changing, repenting, and re-advifing himfelf. For how often: 
hath time made us fee that we have been deceived in our thoughts, 
and hath enforced us to change our opinions ? To be brief, it is to 
kecp the mind in peace and tranquillity, far from agitations and 
vices, which proceed from that opinion of. {sience which we think 
to have in things for from thence do {pring pride,ambition,immio- 
derate defires, obftinacy-in opinion, prefumption, love of novelties,,, 
rebellion, difobedience. From whence come trouble, fects, herefies 
feditions, but from men fierce, obftinate,,and refolute in Opinion ? 
not from Academicks, neuters, modett, indifferent, {taid, that.isto 
fay, wife men.. Moreover let me tell them, that it-is a. thing thae. 
doth mere fervice to Piety, Religion,.and Divine operation, then 
any thing whatfoever < I fay, fervice as well in the generation and. 
propagation, asthe confervation thereof. Divinity, yea, the myfti- 
cal part.thereof, teacheth us, that well to prepare our fouls for. 
God and the recciving of his holy Spirit, we mutt empty, cleanfe,, 
purifie them, and leave them naked of all opinion, belicf, affeGtion s 
make them like a white.paper, dead to it {elf and to the world, that 
God might live and.work init, drive away the old matter, to efta- 
blith the new 3 Expurgate vetus fermentum, exuite veterem bominems:. 
Purge the oldleaven, and put off the old man. So that it {eemeth, 
that to plant and eftablifh Chrittianity among Infidels, or mif-be- 
lieving people, as in thefe days in Chins, it were a very excellent 
method to begin with thefe propofitions and..perfwafions : That all 
the wifdom of the world is but vanity and leating : That the world 
is wholly compofed, torn, and vilified with the forged phantattical 
opinions of every private mans brain; That God hath created. 
MAN. 
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manto know the truth, but that he cannot know it of himfelf, nor’ 
by any humane means: And, that it is neceffary that God himfelf, 
in whofe bo!om it relideth, and who hath wrought a defire there- 
of in man, fhould reveal it’as he doth. But, The better to pre- 
pare himfelf for this revelation, man muft firft renounce and chafe 
away all opinions and belicfs, wherewith the fpirit is already anti- 
cipated and befotted, and prefent himfelf white; naked, and ready 
to receive it. Having well beaten and gained this point, and 
made men asit were Academicks and .Pyrrhonians, it is neceffary 
that we propofe the Principles of Chriftianity as fent from Heaven, 
bronght by the Embafladour and perfet Meflenger of the Divini- 
ty, authorized and contirmed in his time. by fo many marvellous 
proofs and authentical teftimonics. So that we fee that this inno- 
cent and modeft delay from refolution, is a-great means fo true pie- 
ty, not only to receive it, as hath been faid, but to prefcrve it; for 
with it there never are herefies, and {elected particular extravagant 
opinions. An <dcademick or Pyrrbonian was never herctick, they 
are things oppolite. It may be fome men will fay, that he will ne- 
ver be cither good Chriftian or Catholick, becaufe he will as well be 
if a neuter and irrefolute in the one, as the other. This is to under- 
Bay hi ftand amifs that which hath been fpoken, becaufe there is no delay 
to be made, nor place to judge, nor liberty in that which:concern- 
eth God; but we mutt fuifer him to put and engrave that which 
-pleafeth him, and. noneother. I have made here a digreffion for 
the honour of this .our rule againftfuch as contradict it. @Let us 
now return to the matter. 
.: After thefe two, Tojudge of all, To be flow in determining, 
Ai eB The third there cometh inthe third place, the Univerfality of {pirit, whereby 
) part, univerfa- a wile man taketh a view , and entreth into confideration of the 
ity of $irit. wholelniverfe: be is a Citizen of the world, like Sverates, he con- 
taineth in his affection all humane kind, he walketh throughall, as 
if they were near unto him, he feeth like:the Sun, withan equal, 
Settled, and indifferent regard, as froma high Watch-Tower, all the 
changes and interchangeable courfes of things, not changing hime 
4 felf, but always continuing one and the {ame, which is a livery of 
AP ie the Divinity, and a high priviledge ofa wifeman, who is the image 
Vii of God upon earth; Magna & generofa res animus -bumanus, nul 
) h Jos fibt pont nift communes & cum Deo terminos patitur. Non 
ny! idem fapientem, qui ceteros, terminus includit 5 omnia illi fecula, 
med hh ut Deo, ferviunt. Nullum feculum magnu ingentis claufum, nullum 
non 























































of {pivit, both in judenent and will, Sxc. 
non cogitationt pervium tempus. Quam naturale in immenfum men- 
tem {uam extendere, in hoc anatura formatus homo, ut parta diisve- 
lit, ac fe in fpatinm funm extendat. Great and generous is the mind 
of man; it endureth no bounds, but fach as belong to God himfelf: The 
fame boldeth not a wife man, which includeth all otber things, alltimes 
obey him as God bimfelf. Notimes are bid from great wits, nor any 
not fubject to their thoughts. It isuatural for mans mind to reach be~ 
yond the moon, wherein nature hath framed in man a dcfire to be equal 
tothe gods, and to extend himfelf to bis greatnefs. The mof beau- 
titul and greateft {pirits are the more univerfal, as the more:bafé and 
-blunt are the particular. It isa fottifh weaknefs to think that a man 
muft believe, do, live, in all refpeétsas at home in his own vil~ 
lage and countrey 3 or that the accidents that fall out here, concern, 
and are common with the reft of the world. A fool, ifa man tell 
him that there are divers manners, cuftoms, laws, opinions, con= 
trary to thofe which he feethinufe, either he will not believe them, 
and faith they are fables, or he prefently refufeth and condemneth 
them as barbarous, fo partial ishe, and 4o much enthralled with 
thofe his municipal manners; which he accounteth the only true, 
natural, univerfal. Every man calleth that barbarous, that agreeth 
not with his palate and cuftoms and it feemeth that we have no 
other touchof truth and reafon, then the example and the Idea of 
the opinions and cuftoms ef that country where we live. Thefe 
kind of people judge-of nothing, neither can they; they areflavesto 
that they hold, a trong prevention and anticipation of opinions, 
doth wholly poffefs them, they are fo befotted, that they can neither 
fay, nor do, etherwife. ‘Now partiality is an enemy to liberty, and 
over-ruleth the mind already tainted and preoccupated witha par- 
ticularcuftom, thatit cannot judge aright of others; an indifferent 
man judgeth all things. He that is faftned to one place, is banithed 
and deprived from all others, The paper that is blurred with ano- 
ther colour, is no more capable of any other, whereas the white is 
fit to receive any. A Judge that hears a caufe with a prejudicate 
Opinion, and inclineth to one part more then to another, cannot be 
a juft, upright, and true Judge. Nowa wife man mutt fice himfelf 
from this brutifh blockifhnefs, and prefent unto bimfelf as ina ta- 
ble this great image-of our Mother-nature in her entire majefty, 
mark and confider her in a realm, an empire, yea in this whole vi- 
fible world, as in the figure of a {mall point, and there read that 
general and conftant variety in all things, fo many humours, judg- 
muetits, 
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ments, beliefs, cuftoms, laws, fo many.alterations of States, changes: 
of fortune; fo many. victories and conquefts buried and forgotten, 
{o many pomps-and greatnefles vanifhed, as if they. had never been.. 
Hereby a man may.learn to know. himfelf, to admire nothing, to> 
think nothing new, or ftrange, to fettle and refolve himfelf in all 
things. For the better attaining of this univerfal fpirit , this: 
general indifferency., we are to confider thefe four or five: 
points.. 

The great inequality.and difference of men in theirnature, form,, 
compofition, whereof we have {poken. | 

The great diverfity of laws,-cuftoms, manners, religions, opini-- 
ons, whereof we will {peak hereafter. 

The divers opinions, reafons, fayings of Philofophers, touching: 
unity and plurality, the eternity and temporality, the beginning and. 
end, the durance and continuance, the ages, eftates, changes, and in- 
terchangeable caufes.of the world, and the parts thereof: The 
Egyptian Priefts told Herodotus, that fince their firft King, (which 
was above eleven thoufand years. before 5. the picture and ftatue of: 
whom, and of all that fucceeded him, they fhewed him drawn to: 
the life) the Sun had changed his courfe four times. The: Chaldeans: 
in the time of Dioddrus. (as he faith ) and Cicero, hada regifter of 
feven hundred thoufand years... Plato faith, they of the City of Sais: 
had memorials in writing of eight thoufand years, and that the 
City of Athens was built a.thoufand years before the faid City of. 
Sass Zoroafter, Pliny, and others have affixmed, that Socrates li-- 
ved fix thoufand years before the time of Plato. Some have faid,, 
that the world hath been from all eternity, mortal, and growing, 
and being again by interchangeable courfes. Others, and the more 
noble Philofophers, have held the world for a god, made by ano- 
ther god greater then its or as. Plato averreth, and: others argue 
from the motions thereof, that it is a creature compofed of a body, 
and ofa foul, which foul lodging in the centerthereof, difperfeth: 
and {preadeth it felf by mufical numbers into the circumference, and 
parts thereof, the heaven, the ftars, compofed of bodies, and of a 
{oul, mortal, by reafon of their compofition; .immortal, by the de-- 
cree and determination of the Creator. Plato faith, that the world! 
changeth countenance in all refpeéts, that the heaven, the ftars, the. 
fan change and guite alter by.turns their motion, in fuchfort, that 
that which was firft, is laft, the Eaft is made the Weft ;..and accord- 
ing to. the ancient and moft authentical opinion, and of es more. 
aMous : 











of [pirit, both in judement, and will, &c. 
‘famous fpirits, worthy the greatnefs of God, and founded upon 
sxeafon, there are many worlds, infomuch that there is nothing one 
and only in this world, all kinds are multiplyed in number, where~ 
by it feemeth not to have femblance of truth, that God hath made 
this only world, without companion, and that all isconcluded in 
this one iadividuum, at the leaft Divinity faith, that God could 
make many, and infinite worlds; for if he could make no more but 
this one vilible, his power fhould be finite, becaufe the world is 
fuch. 

By that which we have learned of the difcovery of the new 
world, the Eaft and Weft-Indies, we {ee firft, that all our ancient 
‘Writers have been deceived, thinking to have found the meafire of 
the habitable earth, and to have comprehended the whole Cofmo~ 
graphy, except fome fcattered Iilands, doubting of the Autipodes: 
for now behold another world, almoft {uch as ours is, and that all 
upon firm land inhabited, peopled, politickly governed, diftinguifh- 
ed by Realms, and Empires, beautified with Cities, that excell in 
beauty, preatnefs, opulency, all thofe of Afiz, Africa, Europe, many 
thoufand years ago: And who doubteth, but that in time hereaf- 
ter, there will be difcovered divers others? If Pzolomy, and other 
our ancient Writers, have been heretofore deceived, why fhould not 
he be likewife deceived that athrmeth, that all isalready found and 
difcovered : Say it he that will, I will believe him as I lift. 

Secondly, we fee that the Zones, which were thought inhabitable 
by reafon of their exceflive heat and cold,are habitable. 

Thirdly, that in thefe new countries, almoft all things which we 
fo muchefteem of here, and hold that they were firft revealed and 
fent from Heaven, were commonly believed and obferved, (from 
whence they came, Iwill not fay, who dares determine it? ) Yea 
many of them, were inufea thoufand years before we heard any ty- 
dings of them, both in the matter of Religion, as the belief of one 
only Man, the father of usall, of the univerfal deluge, of one God 
who fometimes lived in the form of aman undefiled and holy, of 
the day of judgment: the refurreGion of the dead,circumcifion like 
to that of the Fews, and Mzbomet: And in the matter of policy, 
as that the elder fon fhould fucceed in the inheritance, that he that 
is exalted to a dignity, lofethhisown name, andtakesanew; ty- 
rannical {ubfidies, armouries, tumblers, mufical inftruments, all forts 
of {ports, Artillery, Printing. From all thefe difcourfes, we may 
eafily draw thefeconclufions: That this great body which we a 
ti2 the 
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232 An unaverfal and plain liberty 
aie tHe world, is not that. which we think and judge it to bes That 
neither in the whole, nor parts thereof, it isalwaysthe fame, but im 
perpetual flux and refluxs. That there is nothing fard, held, believed 

at one time, and in one place, which is not likewife faid, held, be- 

lieved in another, yea and contradicted, reproved, condemned elfc- 
wheres, the {pirit of man being capable of all things, the world al- 

ways tumbling, fometime the fame, fometimes diverss Phat all 
thingsare fetled and comprehended in their courfe and revolution 

of nature, fubje&t'to encreafe, changing, ending, to the mutation of 

times, places, climates, heaveus, airs, countrics. And from thefe 
conclufions we learn, to marry ourfelves, tofwearto nothings to 

admire, to trouble our felvesat nothing, but whatfoever fhall hap- 

pen, whatfoever men talk of and trouble. themfelves about, te re- 

folve upon this point, that itisthe courfe of the world, that it is 

nature that worketh thefe things ;. but yet wifely to provide that 
nothing hurt us by our. own weaknefs and dejection of mind. 
Enough is faid of this perfeét-liberty of judgment, eftablifhed by 

thefe three parts, Lo judge of all, To judge nothing, To be univerfal : 
wherein I have the. rather infifted, becaufe I know that it pleafeth 

not the palate of. the world 3. it is an enemy to pedantry as well as 
wifdom, but it.is a fair flower or ornament of wifdom, which 
preferveth us from two contrary rocks, whereon the vulgar fort do 
commonly lofe themfelves, that is to fay, from being heady, opina- 

tive, fhameful gainfayers, repenters, mutable; and a man maintain- 

eth himfelfina {weet, peaceable, and affured modefty, and great li- 

berty of {pirit, noble and magnifical univerfality. Thisis that great 

ii quality and fufficiency of Socrates, the Corypheus of the wife, by the 
til confeflion of all, of whomit is{aid, as Plutarch difcourfeth, That 
he never brought forth, but ferving as a Midwife, he made others 
to bring forth... This is very.neer, and in fome fenfe, the diforder of 
the Pyrrhonians, the neutrality and indifferency-of the Academicks, 
Aan) from whence proceedeth, not to be aftonifht at any thing, not to 
ie | | admire any thing, the fovercign good of Pythagoras, the magnani- 
alata mity of ddri(totle. 
mh 4! Nil admirari, prope res eft una, Numici 
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Solaque, que poffit facere, & fervare beatume 

HI One thing, at nothing wonder up to take, 

ie f Tt, that may you happy keep and make- 

| it isa ftrange thing that man will not fo muchas tafte it, yea 1s 

Aiea eticnded.to hear fpeech thereof, loveth better to continuea flave, to 
| sun. 








of fpirit, both in judgment and will, &e. 
it from one part to another, then to be tohimfelf, to live of his 
own, to be above all, and to pufs equally thorow all. 5: Hath he 
not reafon to cry with Tiberim, and far more julily, O bomines ad 
Servitutem nati! O men bora to fervitude ! What montter is this, 
to defire to have all things free, his body, his members, his 200ds, 
and not his {pirit, which neverthelcfS is only born unto liberty ? 
A man will willingly make benefit of whatfoever is in the world, 
that comes from the Eaft or the Welt, for the good and fervice of 
his body, nourifhment, health, ornament, and accommodate it all 
unto his ufe, but not for the culture of his fpirit, benefit, and enrich- 
ing 5 giving his body the liberty of the fields, and holding his {pix 
rit in clofe piton. 

The other liberty which is of the Will, muft likewife be in high 


efteem with a wileman. We fpeak not here of the free will of 2+ 7¢, Aeon 
part, the ither- 


man, according to the manner of Divines : we fay, that a wife min by of Wilk 


to maintain himfclfin reft and liberty, muft manage his will and 
his affections, in giving himfelfto and affecting, but few things, and 
thofe jult (for the juftare but few in nuntber, if a man judge well) 
and that without violence and afperity. There enter here into com- 
bate ( or to {peak more mildly, there are to be explicated and un- 
derftood ) two popular and plautible opinions in the world 5 the 
one teacheth co be ready and willing in the fervice of another, to 
forget our {elves for our neighbour, and principally for the Weal- 
publick, in refpect whereof, the particular is not to be re{pected 5 
the other to carry our felves couragioufly with activity, zeal, affe- 
‘ction. He that doth not the firft, is accufed not to have any charity : 
He that doth not the fecond, fulpected to be cold,not to bea friend, 
and not to have that zeal of fufficiency that he ought. Some would 
have thefe two opinions to prevail beyond reafonand meafure, and 
there is not any thing which hath not been fpoken hereof: for the 
heads or chieftains many times preach things according to that ufe 
for which they ferve, not according as they are: And many times 
the truelt opinions are not the more profitable. And afterwards 
fecing we hold our felves too much to our felves, and with a tye 
too natural, they would diftract us and draw us along, as they that 
go about to fireighten a crooked ftatf, bend it as much more the 
contrary way. 

But thefe opinions ill underftood and ill taken,as they are by di- 
vers, bring with them injuftice, trouble, pain, and much evil, as a 
man may fee in thofe who back-bite, and detra@t from all, giving 

R 3 themfelves 











































































































An univerfal and plain liberty 
themfelves to hire, and the fervice of another: They do not only 
faffer themfelves to be carried, and {cized upon, but they likewife 
thruft themfelves into all matters, as well into thofe that concern 
them not,asthofe that do 3 as well intofmall as great, and many 
times for no other caufe, but to employand bufie thenifelves 5 Dz 
negotiis funt, negotii caufa: They bufie themfclves, becaufe they would 
be bufie : And becanfe thcy cannot hold and ftaythemfelves, as if 
they had nothing to do, with and within themfelves, and that for 
want of inward, eflential, proper, and domeftical affairs, they feck 
and undergo thofe that are ftrange unto them. Thcy are good hus- 
bands and frugal enough of their purfe, but prodigal of their fouls, 
their lives, their time, affection, and wills, the good husbandry 
whereof is only profitable and commendable. And if they give 
themfelves to any thing, itis with fuch pafflion and violence, that 
they are no more their own men, {o wholly do they engage and in- 
finuate themfelves thereinto. Great men feek. after {uch people, 
that will grow into paflion and kill themfelves for them, and they 
allure them with fair promifes and much Art, to win them unto 
them and they always tind fools enough that believe them : but 
they that are wile will take heed of them. 

This is firft unjuft, it wholly troubleth the State, drives away the 
reft and liberty of the fpirit. tis, not to know that which every 
one ought to know, and by how many offices every man is obliged 
unto himfelf; whilft they {eek to be officious and ferviceable to a- 
nother, they are unjuft to themfelves. We have all bufine{s enough 
with and within our felves, and need not feck means to lofe our 
felves without, and to. give our felves unto others ; every man mutt 
hold him to himfelf, He that knows not howto live honeftly, 
healthfully,and merrily, is ill-advifed,and takes an if] and unnatural 
courfe, if he think to doit by ferving another. He mutt affect and 
tye himfelf but toa few things, and thofe juft. 

Secondly, This fharp intention and_paffionate affeGtion, troubleth 
all, and hindreth the conduct of thofe affairs to which he fo much 

giveth himfclf; as in a precipitate pace, too much hafte makes a man 
fumble and enterfere, and fo ftays him whether he will, or nos 
Ipfa fe velocitas tmplicat, unde feftinatiotarda oft. Qui nimium pro- 
perat, ferims abfolvit : Hajte makes mafte, and binders ct felf : He that 
‘makestoo much fpeed, difpatcheth t00 late. So likewife a man being 
drunken with this violent intention, he entangleth and fettereth 
hielelf, eommits’ many ‘indifcretions and wrongs, grows into 
hard 














































of [pirit, both in judgment, and will, &c. 
hard conccits and fufpicions of others, becomes impatient in crofs 
or flow occurrents, that fall not out according to his own delire : 
Malécunita minijtrat impetus : Violence duth nothing well, This is 
{een not only in ferious affairs, but alfo vain and frivolous; as in Hi 
play, where he that is carried with an ardent thirft of gaining, | 
troubleth himfelf ; and the morc he troubleth himfelf, the more he 
lofeth. He that walks moderately, isalways with himfelf, dire@- 
eth his bufinefS with better advantage, and more {uredly and cheer- 
fully : he direéteth, applyeth, deterreth all to his own Jcifure, and | 
as his occafions thall fall out: ifhe chance to be contradicted in 1 
a matter, it is without torment and afiliction,: being always ready | 
for a-new change: he always marcheth with the bridle in his hand, WE 
feftinat lente. a | 
Thirdly, This violent affection infcéteth and corrupteth even mira | 
the judgment it felf: for following, one part, and defiring the ad- We 
vantage thereof, they wax mad if they be contradicted, attributing 
to their party falfe praifes and conditions, and to the contrary falfe 
accufations 5 inférpreting, all prognoftications and occurrents at 
their own pleafure, and making them ferve their own delignments. 
All that are’of the contrary part, mutt needs be wicked and of con- 
trary conditions; yea,and they that {peak any good, or defcry any 
good thing in them, are likewile fufpected to be of their part. Can 
it not poflibly be, that a man honeft in all things elfe, or at leaft in 
{ome thing, may follow a wicked perfon, maintaina wicked caufe? | 
It is enough that paflion enforce the will, but that it carry likewife 
the judgment, and make that a fool, this is too much. _ It is the fo- 
veraign and laft part that fhould always maintain its own authori- 
ty: and we muft ingenuoutly, and in good footh acknowledge the 
ood that is in our adverfaries, and the evil that is in thofe whom 
we follow. The ground and foundation of the controverlie being i 
laid afide, we mult keep moderation and indifferency, and out of the it 
bufinefsit felfbanifh all choler, all difcontent. And thus we fee the 
evils that this over-great affection to any thing whatfoever brying- 
eth withit 3 ofall, yea of goodnefs and wildom it felf, a man may 
have too much. 

But fora rule herein, we muft remember, that the principal and 12 
moft lawful charge, that we have, is, in every man,the conduc and Aa Advertife- 
guide ofhimfelf. The reafon why we are here, is, that we fhould + 
maintain our felves in tranquillity and liberty. And to do 
this, the bef remedy is, tolend our felves to others, and to give 
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An univerfal and plain liberty 


our {elves tonone, but to our felvcs, to take our affairs into our 
hands, not to place them in our hearts; to take bufinefs upon us, but 
not incorporate them into us; tobe diligent, not paflionate ; not 
to tye our felves but to a few,but rather always to referve our felves 
unto ourfelves. This counfel condemneth not thofé offices due to 
the Weal-publick, to ourdricnds, our neighbours; yea it is fo far 
from it, that a wife nian mult be oficious and charitable,apply unco 
himfelf the cuftoms of other men and the world. And the rather to 
do it, he muft contribute to publick fociety, thofe offices and duties 
which concern him. Qui fibi amicus eff, bunc omnibus {cito effe ami- 
cum: He that isa friend to himfclf, isa friend to al. ‘But I require 
a double moderation and difcretion herein ; the one, that a man 
apply not himfelfto all that is prefented unto him,but to that which 
is juft and neceffary 5 and that is not hard to be done: the other, 
that it be without violence and trouble. He mutt defire little, and 
that little moderately 5 bufic himfelf little, and that peaceably : 
and in-thofe charges that he undertaketh , employ his pate, his 
{peech, his attentions, his {weatings, his means, and if need be, his 
blood, his life ; but yet without vexation and paffion, keeping hini- 
{elf always to himfelf, in health and tranquillity. A man may per- 
form his duty {ufficiently without this ardency, and this fo great 
contention of Will. And they deceive themfelvés very much, that 
think that a bufinefs is not well done, and there is no manner of af- 
fection, if it be not done with tempeft, clamour, and clatter: for 
contrariwife it is, that that hindreth and troubleth the good guide 
and conduct thercof, as hath been Mid. O how many men hazard 
their lives every day in thofe wars which no way concern them, 
and thruft themfelvesinto the danger of that battel, the lof where- 
of doth no way trouble their fleep : and all tothe end they may 
not fail in their duty! whilli there is another in his own houte, 
that dares not enter the danger, or lookthe enemy in the face, is 
more affected with the iffue of that War, and hath his mind more 
troubled, then the fouldicr that adventureth his blood and lite in 
the field. 

Finally, We muft know how to diftinguith and feparate our felves 
from our publick charges: Every one of us playeth two parts, two 
perfons; the one iirange and apparent, the other proper and eflen- 
tial : we muft dif{cern the skin from the fhirt. An active man will 
perform his charge, and yet withal not leave to judge of the folly, 
vice, deceit that is therein : he will conform him{clf to every thing, 
| becarde 















































: of fpirit, both in juderxrent and will, &e-. 
becaufe the cuftom of hisCountry requireth it, it is profitable to 
the Weal-publick 5 the world lives fo, and therefore it muft be 
done. A manmuftferve and makeufe of the world fuch as he 
-findethic 3 in the mean time, he mutt likewile contider it as a 


thing cftranged from it felf, know how to keep and carry himielf 


apart, and to communicate himfelf to his own trulty good, how- 
foever things fall out with himfelt. 


CHAP. III. 


True and effential Honefty, the firft and fundamental 
part of Wifdom. 


Aving prepared and difpofed our Scholar to wifdom, by thefe 
fF precedent advifements, that is to fay, having purified and treed 
him from all evils, and placed him ina good eltate, of a full and 
univerfal liberty,to the end he may have a perfect view, knowledge, 
and power over all things (whichis the priviledge ofa wife and {pi- 
ritual man: Spiritual omnis dijudicat : The fpiritual man judgeth 
all things :-) it is now time to give him inftructions and general 
rules of wildom. The two firft {hall be as preambles and foundati- 
ons; whereof the firftand principal is Honefty or Probity. 

It will not be, perhaps, any matter of difficulty, to make good 
this Propofition, That honefty is the firft principal and fundamental 
part of Wifdom : forall (whether in truth and good carneft, or in 
_ outward thew, for fhame or fear to fay the contrary ) do applaud 
it; they always honour it in the firft place, confefling them{elves 
{irvitors and affectionate followers thereof: but it will coft me 
fome labour to fhew and perfwade, Which is that true and effenti- 
al probity we here require. For that which is in authority and crc 
dit, wherewith the whole world contenteth it felf,; that which is 
only known, fought for, and poffeficd, ( except ome few of the 
wifer) is baftardly, artificial, falfe, and counterfeit. 

Firft, we know that many times we axe led and pricked forward 


to virtue and honourable a¢ctions,by wicked and condemned means Mak, of bone- 
by default and natural impotency, by paflion, and vice it {elf 5 cha-fly. 


ftity, fobriety, temperance may be in us, by reafon of our corporal 
imbecillity : the contempt of the world, patience in adverfity,con- 
ftancy in danger 3 proceed many times from want of apprebention 
and judgment + valour, liberality, juftice itfelf; from ambition: 
difcretion, prudence; from fear, fromavarice, And how many 
bearkitad 
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Vulgar honefty 
and according 
tothe fiyle of 


the world. 


True and effintial honefly, the firft 


beautiful a@ions hath prefumption and temerity brought forth ? Se 
that the actions of virtue are many times no ether but masks 5 they 
carry the outward countenance, but they have not the effence ; they 
may very well be termed virtuous, in confideration of another, and 
of the vilage they carry outwardly and in publick, but in truth and 
with the actor himfelf they are nothing {03 for it will appear at the 
laft, that profit, glory, cuftom, and other the like ftrange caufes, 
have induced him to do them. 

Sometimes they arife from ftupidity and brutifh fottithnefs,and 
therefore it is faid, that wildom and {fottifh fimplicity do meet in 


one and the {ame point, touching the bearing and futfcring of hu- 


maneactions. Icis then very dangerous to judge of the probity or 
improbity of a man by his actions: we muft found him within, 
from what foundation thefe motions do arife : wicked men per- 
form many times many good and excellent actions, and both good 
and evil perferve themfelves alike from doing evil: Oderwnt peccare 
boni & mali: Both good and evil fear to offend. Vo difcover there- 
fore, and to know which is the true Honefty, we muftnot flay in 
the outward action; that is but the fign, the fimpleft token, and 
many times acloak and mask to cover villany : we mutt penetrate 
into the inward part, and know the motive which caufeth the 
firings to play, which is the foul and the life that giveth motion 
toall. It is that whereby we muft judge, it is that wherein eve- 
ry man fhould provide to be good and entire, and that which we 
feck. 

That honefty which iscommonly accounted true, and fo much 
preached and commended of the world, whereof they make expre(s 
profcflion, who have the title and publick reputation to be men of 
honefty, and fetled conftancy, is {cholattical, and pedantica),fervant 
to the laws, enforced by hope and fear, acquired, learned, and 
practifed out of a fubmiflion to, and a confideration of, the religi- 
on, laws, cuftoms, commands of fuperiours, other mens examples 5 
fubject to prefcript forms, effeminate, fearful, and troubled with 
{eruples and doubts : Sunt quibus innocentia nifi metu non placet-: 
Innocency without fear likes not fome 3 which is not only in refpec 
of the world divers and variable, according to the diverfity of reli- 
gions, laws, examples, forms, (forthe jurifdictions changing, the 
motions muft likewife alter) but alfo in it felf unequal, wavering, 
deambulatory, according to the accefs, recefS, fuccefs of the affairs, 
the occafions which are prefented, che perfons with whoma pee 
~ hath 








































the fecond foundation of Wifdom. 


hath to do, as a fhip driven with the winds and the oars, is carried 





away with anunequal tottering pace, with many biows, blatts. 
and billows. To be brief, thefe are honeft men by accident and 
oceafion, by outward and ftrange events, and not in veriry and ef; 
fence : they underitand it not, and thereiore it is calie to ai 
them, and toconvincethem, by thaking off a little their bridle, and 
founding them fomewhat nearer 5 but -bove all, by that inequality 
and diverfity which is found in them: forin one and the fame 
aétion they will give divers judgments, and carry themfelves alto- 
gether after a divers fathion, going fometimes a ilow pace, {ome-~ 
times running, a maingallop.. This unequal diverlity proceedet! 
from this, that the outward occafions which move and ftir them, do 
either puff them up, multiply and inereafe them,or make them luke- 
warm, and deject them, more or lef, like accidents, Que recipiunt 
magi minus. 

Now that true honefty, which F require in him that willbe wife, 
is free, manly, and generous, pleafant, and cheerful, equal,uniform, 
and conftant, which marcheth with a ftaid pace, {iately and haugh- 
ty, going always his own way, neither looking on this fide, or be- 
hind him,without ftaying or altering his pace,or gate for the wind, 
the times, the occafions, whichare changed 5 but that is not, I 
mean in jadgment and will, that is in the foul, where honefty re- 
fideth and hath its feat- For outward ations, efpecially the pub- 
lick, have another jurifdiGtion, as thall be faid in his place 5. This 
honefty I will defcribe in this place, giving you firft to underftand, 
that following the defignment of this Book declared in the Pre- 
face,I {peak of humane honefty and wifdom; as it is humane,where- 
by a man is called an honeft man and a wife,not of Chriftian,though 
in the end I may chance to {peak a word or two thereof. 

The jurifdition of this honefty is nature, which bindeth every 
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man to be, and tomake himiclf fuch as he ought, that is to fay, to Nature 
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The defcrip tiow 
of true honefrv.. 
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conform and rule himfelf according unto it. Nature is together eth honefty. 


both a miltrefs which enjoyneth and commendeth honefty, & a law 
and inftruétion which teachethit unto us. As touching the firit, 
there is a natural obligation inward, and univerfal in every man to 
be honeft, juft, upright, following the intention of his Author and 
Maker. A man ought not toattend or feck any other caule, obli- 
gation, inftinG, or motive of this honefty 5 and he can never know 
how .to have a more jult and lawiul, more powerful , more 
ancient 5 it isaltogethzr as fooa as himfelt, born with him({clt. 
Every: 
































































































































PE ARE 





True and effential honesty, the frst 


Every man fhould be or fhould defire to be, an honeft man, becaufe 
he isa man, and he that takes no care to be fuch, isa monfter, re- 
srounceth himifelt, belyeth, deltroyeth himfeltsby right he is no more 
¢ man, and in effect thould defitttobea man. It is neceffary that 
honefty grow in him by himfclf, that is to fay,by that inward in- 
ftinct which Ged hath put in him, and not from any other outward 
and firange caule, any occafion, or induction. A man will not, ont 
of a juftand regular’will, any thing that is depraved, or corrupt, or 
other then its own nature requireth, it implyeth a contradiction to 
defire or accept a thing, and nothing to care whether it be worth 
the caring for 5_ 2 man would have all his parts good and found, his 
body, his head, his cyes, his judgment, his memory, yea his hofe and 
fhoocs 5 and why will henot likewife have his will, and his cons 
{cience good,that ts to fay,be wholly good and found ? I will there- 
fore that he be good, and have his will firm and refolved to-equity 
and honetfty for the love of himfelf, and becaufe he is a man, know~ 
ing that he can be no other, without the renouncing and deftructi- 
on of himiclf 5 and fo his honefty {nall be proper, inward, effential, 
cven as bis own effence is unto him, and he to himfelf. It mutt 
not then be for any outward confideration, and proceeding from 
without, whatfoever it be,for fiich a caufe being accidental and out- 
ward, may happen to fail, grow weak, and alter, and confequent- 
ly all that honetty that is grounded thereupon, mult do the like. If 
he be an honeft man, for honour, or reputation, or other recom- 
pencesbeing ina folitary place,where he hath no hope to be known, 
he cither ceafeth to be honett, or putteth i¢.in practice very coldly 
and negligently. Ef for fear of the laws, magittrates, punifhments 3 
it he can deceive the laws, circumvent the Judge, avoid or difprove 
the proofs, and hide himfelf from the knowledge of another, there 
isan end of his honefty. And this honefty is but frail, occationed, 
accidental, and miferable 5 and yet it is that which ‘is in authority 
and ufe, no man knows of any other, there is not an honeft man, 
but {uch as is enforced or invited by {ome caufe, or occafion ; Nemo 
gratis bonus eft : No man is freely good. Now i would have in this 
my wife man, an effential and invincible honefty, which dependeth 
of it{elf, and arifeth from its own root, and may as hardly be {c- 
parated, and rooted out, ashumanity trom aman. I will that he 
never confent unto evilsand though his honelty be not made known 
toany, yet if he know himfclf, what needs any more? If all the 
world befides fhonld know it, itis notfo much: Quid +ibi prodeft 
710n 








and fundamental part of wiflom. 
won-babere confcium, babenti confcientiam ? What is. it to thee that 
halt a comfcieuce, not to bave a wiiitefs of thy confcicuce.? And what 
though he receive no great. recompence forit?. For what may it be 
that concerneth him fo near, as his own proper effcace? This were, 
not to care how-bad.the horfe ts; fo the faddle be fair... Twill then 
that thefe things be inteparable, to be, and to confent tolivea man; 


tobe, andtobe willing to. be an honeftman.. This tirit hath been 


{ufliciently preffed.. Let us come to the fecond.. 
Now the pattern and cule.to be honeft, is this nature it {clf, whict 


according to it, worketh truly according to God. for itis God, or 
at leaft his firft fundamental and univerfal law; which hath brought 
itinto the world, and.which came firft from God,.for.God and 
nature are in the world, as ina State;.the King, the author and 
founder, and.the.fiindamental law which he hath made for the pre- 
and ray of the divinity, a fiveam and dependance of the eternal law, 
which is God himfelf_and his will: . Qaid eft natura nifi Deus, & di- 
vina ratio tots mundo, & partibus eus inferta® Whatis nature but 
God, and divine reafon inferted to the whole world, and all the parts 
thereof ¢. He worketh alto according, to himfelf, for he worketh ac- 
cording to the ftern,: and:animated inftiné; which he kath within 
himfelf moving and ftirring, him: . and-{o he is an honeft mau effen- 
tially, and not by;accident and occafion. For this law and light is 
‘effential and natural in us, and therefore it is called Nature, and 
the law of nature-- He is alfo by confequent an honeft man always 
and perpetually,uniformly and equally at all times and in all places : 
for this law of equity, and natural reafon is perpetual inus, Edj- 
Gum perpeinum, A perpetual edid, inviolable, whieh can never be 


fervation and government of :the faid eftate. Thisis a lightning | 


extinG nor defaced, Quam nec ipfa delet iniquitas vermis eorum: 
yon morietur, Which neither iniquity it felf may deface, their worm * 


fall never. die. Univertal and conitant in all things, .and: always 


, the fame, equal,uniform, which neither time nor place canalter nor © 
difguife, receiveth neither accefs nor recefs, more nor lets, Sub- - 


flantia non recipit magis © minus. What feekelt thou elfe-where 
either law or rule in the world? What may a man fay or alledge 


which thou haft not. about thee.and within, if thou wilt but feel ; 


and hearken to thy felf ? a man may fay to thee, as toa bad debtor, 
who asked for what the debt is, and will fee the bill which he hath 


: ss : , ; ; 1 6 Nature? 
abfolutely requireth that.we be {uch; It is, I fay, this equity and uni- reacherh pox 
verfal reafon which fhineth inevery.one of uss He which worketh, neff). 


about. 
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‘True and effential honefty, the firft 


about him, Quod pets intus babes, What thou demande? 1 within 
thy felf; Thou demandeft'that which thou haft in thy own bofom. 
Signatum eft fuper nos lumen vultw tuie -Gentes naturaliter que 
legis funt faciunt: oftendunt opus legis {criptum in cordibus fuss Lex 
fcripta in cordibus noftrs. “The light of thy countenance is fealed in 


us. People naturally obferve the law.: they fhew the work of the law 


written intheir hearts: thelaw is written in our hearts. Thelaw of 
Mbfes in his decalogue, isan outward and publick copie, the law 
of the twelve tables, and the Roman law, the moral infiruGions 
of Divines and-Philofophers, the advifements and counfels of Law- 
ayers, the edicts and ordinances of Princes are no other but piety 
and particular pourtraics thereof: {0 that if there-be any law, that 


Atraycth the leaft that may be from this firft and original miftrifs ; 


it is amonfter, falihood, and errour. Tobe brief, all the laws of 
the world, areno other but copies and abftraG@ts brought forth into 
judgment.againft thee that holdeft hidden the original, and makett 
as if thou knewelft it not, extinguifhing as much as in thee lyeth, this 
light, which enlightneth thee within, Qyi veritatem Dei detinent 
in injuftitia, Who detainthe truth of God in unrighteoufnels fox 
thefe laws had never been publifhed abroad, but becaule that law 
which was inward, wholly celeftial and divine, hath been too much 
contemned and forgotten. Thefeare all rivers, but fuch as neither 
have {0 much water, nor fo pure as the fource and invifible fountain, 
which is within thee, if thou fuffer it not'toperith, and to be loft: 
Tfay, not fomuch water, Quam multa pieta, humanitas, liberali- 
4s, fides exigunt, que extratabulas funt! Piety, humanity, liberali- 
ty, and faith require many things that are not in the tables. Othe 
miferable honetty of formalifts, who hold themfelves to the words 
of the law, and fo think themfelves difcharged ! How many duties 
arc there required befides? Quam angufta innocentia ad legem bo- 
num effe.s latius officiorum patet quam juri.regula. What a (triad in- 
nocency % required, according to the laws the rule of duty extendeth 
zt felf further then the rule of the law. The rule of our duty is far 
larger then that of the law, which is neither {0 ftrong, nor fo lively, 
witnefs this one thing, that well to underftand and know their 
intention, to quit our felves of ambiguity, difficulty, contrariety, 
we mult bring them to the fource, and re-entring into the inward 
part, put them to the touch and rule of nature: Anima legis, ratio 5 
Reafonis the life of thelaw. Behold then aneffential, radical, and 
fundamental honefty, {prung in us from its own proper roots by 
the 
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the (eed of that univerfal reafon which is in the foul, asthe {pring 
and ballance ina clock, as the natural heat in the body, maintaining, 
it felf ftrong of it felf and invincible, whereby. a man worketh ac- 
cording to God, according tohimfelf.. Nature, the univerfal order 
and policy of the world, quietly, {weetly. and as filently without 
noile, as a Ship that is not driven but by the natural and ordinary 
courte of the water: All other is ingrafted by Art and.accidental 
difcipline, asthe heat and cold of fevers, acquired and. conducted 
by firange occafions and confiderations, working with clamour and. 


clatter, ambitiouily-. A 
This is the reafon why the dodtrine of all the Sages- doth teach, 


that to live well; 1s to live according to nature,. that the chiefeft muff fillow 
good in this-world.isto confent to nature, that in following nature nature. 


as our guide, and: miftrifs; we can nevererre, Naturam. fi feqna- 


vis ducems; nufguam. aberrabis : bonum eft quod fecundim naturam >: 
omnia vitia contra natwram funt: Idem beate vivere & fecundim: 
uaturam: Ifihoufollow.Nature asthy guide, thoufhalt not erree Alb 
oodnel(s is naturals. vices-unnatural : it is one and the fame-thing to 


live bleffedly and ‘according to Nature : undertianding by-nature, that 


equity and univerfal reafon which fhineth inus, which containeth- 


and hatcheth in.it the feeds of all virtues; probity, juftice, and is the. 


matrix from whence all good-and excellent laws do {pring and arife, . 


a thofe true and jut judgments that are fometimes pronounced 


by the mouth of an Idiot. Nature hath difpofed all things in the beft- 


fiate that they, could be, and hath -given-them the firft motion to 

ood, and the end which they fhould feck, in fuch fort, that he that 
will follow her, need not ebtain and poffefs his own good and his 
own end, Sapientia eft in naturam converiz, & ex reftituc unde pub- 
licus error expulerit :. Abilla non deerrare, ad iilius legem exemplumgs 


formart, fapientia eft. It is wifdom to be conformable to Nature, and : 
to yield unto it, whereby he may expel all publick, and grofs. errour 3: 
From which not to wander, but to fafbion and apply bimfelf thereto, is. 
wifdome Menare naturally good, and follow not evil but for pro-- 
fit or pleafure, and therefore Law-makers, to induce them to fol-- 


low their natural and good inclination, and not to inforee their: 


wills, have propofed two contrary: things, punifhment and re-- 


waxd. 


miftrifs and rule to all things, if we will hearken unto her, employ jigicient min 
and awaken hers.and.we.necd not feck ele-where, nor-beg ot fry, 


Axg 


DoubtlefS, Nature in everyone of us is fufficient, anda {weet’ 












































243 


























As a good and { 









































tf , : 
se ienisti rwtsrs tity 


By Art. 


ne 
True snd effential honefty, the firft 


Art, and the Sciences, the means, the remedies, and the rules which 
we have need of: every one of us} ifhe-will, may live at. his plea- 
jure, ofhisown. “olive content and happy, a-man need not be 
wife, a Courticy, nor fo aGtives all his‘{ificiency that is beyond the 
common and natural 1s vain and {uperfiuous, yea it bringeth more 
evil withit then good. We fec ignorant péople, idiots, and {unple 
men, -!ead their livesmore {weetly and cheartully, refilt the affaults 
of death, of want, of forrow, more conitantly and ‘contentedly, 
then the wifeftmen and moft-aGive. And if a-man-mark it well, 
Ahethailfind among peafants and other poor -peopie, examples of 
patience, conftancy, equanimity, more pure then all thofe that are 
taught in Schools; they follow fimply -the reafon and condué of 
nature, they travel quietly and contentedly in‘their affairs, not in« 
flaming or elevating themfelves, and confequently more foundly : 
Others mount themfelves upon their great horfes, play the light 
horfeman, bandy themfelves one againfi the other, keep their brains 
alwaysin work and agitation. A great mafter and admirable Do- 
tor in Nature was Socrates, as Ariflotlein Art and Science. ‘So- 
crates by fimple and natural difcourfes, by vulgar fimilitudes and 
inductions, fpeaking like a*‘Country Swain, did furnith us with pre- 
cepts and rules of good life, and remedies againft all evils, fo fub- 
ftantial and flrong, that all the Art and Science of the world could 
not devife betterjor the ike. 

But-we do not only not hearken unto it, believe and follow it 
according tothe counfel of the wile, butalfo (not to {peak of thofe 
amontters who by the violence of their vices, inordinate and perverfe 
delights and pleafures, futfocate and extinguifh, aS much asin them 
licth, the light, mortife the {eed thereof.) we endeavour to avoid 
it, we futicr it to fleep and to ceafe, loving better to beg elfewhere 
our‘firft radiments, to run to ftudy any Art, then to content our 
felves ‘with that which is bred within us. We have abufie trouble- 
fome {pirit, which offereth it {elf to rule and govern in all things, 
and which carrieth it {clf after our own wills, difguifeth, changeth, 
and troubleth all, willadd, invent, alter, and cannot ftay it {elf in 
home-born fimplicity; it thinketh nothing good wherein there is 
not craft and {ubtilty. Simplex illa & aperta virtus in obfeuram & 
folertem fcientiam verfa eft: That fimple and open virtue is ever 
turned into obfcure and crafty cunning. And itis a vice common 
among{t us, not to account of any thing that is in us, we efteem 
only of that which isbought, which is coftly, and is brought from 


far: 
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far : ‘we prefer Art before Nature, we thut the windows at highs 
noon, and light candles.. This fault and folly proceedeth from an- 
other 5 that is, that we efteem not of things according to their true 
and effential value, but according to the fhew and report. How 
many are there more {crupulous and exact in chofethings that bee 
long to the pofitive and municipal law, then the natural? Truly al- 
moft all, yea even in the ceremonial, and law of civility, which we By Ceromong. 
have framed,to ourfelves, in refpect whereof we difdain and are 
athamed of nature. We {peak-little, we make a fair fhew,and care- 
fully Kecp.a decorum or decency 3 and’ make no diffctilty to go di- 
reCtly againft'nature, duty, confcience.' So that the thadow is more 
unto us then the body,the root;the countenance more then the {ub- 
fiance and found verity.- That we may not offend.a ceremony, we 
cover and hide things natural 5 we dare not name,and we bluth at 
the found of things, which wedo in'no fort'fear'to doy :both law- 
fal and unlawful: Weare not {peak that’ which is-perimitted to 
do, we dare not ‘directly toname our own proper merabers, and 
yet we fear not to employ them in all manner of -wickednefs : we 
pronounce, {peak, and do, without fear and without fhame,wicked 
things, atrd-{tch as are‘againtt nature and redfon, forfweat, betray, 
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affail, kill; deceive 5 and'we bluth to fpeak ‘of things good, iatural, 
neceflary, juft, and lawful.’ Thereis nova’ husband,iwhich is not 
more afhamed’ to embrace his wite inthe open view of the world, 
then to kill, lye, affail; nora woman that will not rather utter any 
wickednefs in the world, then name that wherein. fhe taketh moit 
delight, and may lawfully do. Evento treafons and murders; they 
tye themfelves ‘to the laws of a cerémiony, and there fatten their 
devoirs. A ftrange thing that injuftice thould complain of inci- 
vility, malice of indifcretion ' The a&t of a ceremony doth it not 
prevail againft nature? The Ceremony forbiddeth us to exprefs 
natural things and lawful, and we give credit thereunto: Nature 
and reafon forbiddeth us things unlawful, and no man béliéves it : 
A man fends’ his confcience to the Brothel-honfe, and keeps his 
outward countenance in order. All this is monftrous, and the 
like is not found among beafts. I will not for all this fay, (as 1 
perceive malice doth already mutter) that Ceremony and deccucy 
ought not carefully to be kept, which is the fale and feafoning of 
our actions and converfations. Amo verecundiam in ed, ornatus Cicero. 
vite, & vis decori: Ilove modefty, for in it, is the ornament of ovr 
life, and the force of comeline{s, But I fay tothem, as our Saviour 
: S to 
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to men of the like {pixit: O hypocrite, excolantes culicem, camelune 
deglutientes, qui minima curatis, Craviora fpernitis. Hee oportet pri- 
mism facere, tum illa non omitteree O ye hypocrites, that firain a 
gnat, and (walow a Camel, which are careful for fmall things, and 
defpife greater matters : Thefe ouzht ye firjt to de, and al{o not to omit 
the rejt. 

From this general and univerfal altcration and corruption it is 
come to pa{S, that there is nothing of nature known in us. If we 
muft fay what. the laws thereot are, and how many they are, 





more known in we are much hindred. The enfign and mark of a natural law is 


the univerfality of approbation: for that which Nature thall have 
truly ordained for us, we with a common content fhall follow 
without doubting , and not only every Nation, but every particu- 
lax perion. 

Now there is not any thing, in the world which is not denied 
and contradiéted, not by one Nation, but by divers: and there is 
not any thing fo ftrange and unnatural in the opinion of divers, 
which is not approved and authorized in many places by common 
ules The little care of having children, the murther of parents, ot 
children, of himfelf, marriage of the neareftin blood, theft, publick 
merchandife of their liberty and bodies, as well of malesas temales, 
axe received by publick ufe in many Nations. 

Doubtlefs there remaineth no miore any image or trace of Na- 
ture in us, we muft go feck it inbeafts, where this troublefom and 
unquiet {pirit, this quick-filver, ncither Art, nor beautiful ceremony 
hath power to alter it 5 they have it pure and entire, if it be not 
corrupted by our ufage and contagion, asfometimesit is. All the 
world followeth nature, the firft and univerfal rule which the Au- 
thor thereof hath given and ftablifhed, except manonly ; who 
troubleth the policy and ftate of the world wich his gentle {pirit, 
and his free will to wickednefS, he is the only irregular creature, 
and enemy of nature. 

So then the truc honefty (the foundation and pillar of wifdom) 
is to follow nature, that is to fay,reafon. The good and the end 
of man, in whom confifteth his reft, his liberty, his contentment, 
and in a word, his perfeGtion in this world,is,to live and do accord~ 
ing to nature, when that which is the moft excellent thing in him 
commandeth, that isto fay,reafon. True honefty is a right and 
firm difpofition of the will to fol'ow the counfel of reafon : And as. 
the Needle touched withthe Adamant never refteth it felf until he 
{ee 
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fee the North-point, and thereby ordereth and dircéteth the navi. 
gation 5 fo aman is never well, yea, heis as it were undone, and 
diflocated until he fee this law, and direéteth the courfe of his lite, 
his manners, his judgments and wills, according to the firlt, divine, 
natural law which is an inward domedtical light, whereof all the 
reft are but beams. 

But to effet it, and to come to the practice, it is far more cafe 
to fome, then to others. 
nature, that is tofay, their temper, and temperature {6 good and 
pleating (which efpecially proceedeth from the fir formation jn 
the womb of the mother, and afterwards from the milk of the nurfe, 
and this firftand tender education) that they find themfelves, with- 
out endeavour, and without Art or difcipline, w holly carried and 
difpofed to goodnefs and honelty, that is to fay, to fallow and-con- 
form themfelves to the univerfal nature, Whereby they are termed 
well-born 5 gaudeant bene nati. 

This kind of natural and eafic honefty, and as it were born with 
us, is properly called goodnels, a quality of a foul well-born and 
well-governed 5 it isa {weetnefs, faculty, and debonair mildne(s of 
nature : and not (left any body fhould be deceived) a fottnefs, a fe- 
minary, fottifh calmnefs, and vicious facility, whereby a man de- 
lighteth to pleafe all,and not to difpleafe or offend any,although he 
have a juft and a lawful caufe, and it be for the fervice of reafon and 
jultice 3 whereby it comes to pafs, that they will not employ them- 

.felves in lawful actions, when it is againft thofe that take offence 
thereat 5 nor altogether refufe the unlawful, when they pleafe there- 
by thofe that confent thereunto. Of theflé kind of people it is faid 
(and this commendation is injurious) He is good, fince he is good 
even to the wicked 5 and thisaccufation true, How fhould he be 
good, fince he is not evil to thofe that areevil ?. We {hould rather 
callthis kind of goodnefs innocency, as men call little children 
fheep, and the like innocent creatures. But an active, valiant, man- 
ly, and effectual goodnefs is that I require, whichis a ready, cafic, 
and conftant affection unto that which is good, right, juft, accord- 
ing to reafon aind nature. 

There are others fo ill-born and bred,that it ems that(like mon- 
fiers) their particular natures are made, as it were, in defpight of 
the univerfal nature, fo crofs and contrary are they thereunto. 
In this cafe the remedy to correét, reform, {Wweeten, make tame, and 
amend this evil, rough, lavage, and crooked nature, to bend it and 
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There are fome that have their particular The diflingtion 
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apply it to the rule of this general and great Miftrefs the univerfaf 
Nature, is, to have recourfe to the ftudy of Philofophy (as So-zrates 
did) and unto virtue, which is a*combate and paintul endeavour 
againft vice,a laborious ftudy, which requireth time, labour, and 
difcipline. Virtus inarduo® circa aifiicile : ad janudm virtutis ex- 
cubant labor’ fudor. Dii moartalibus virtutem laboris pretio vendi- 
derunt Virtue is alwaysemployed about things difficult 5 at whofe gate 
attends labour and pain. God for great pain and travel-hath fold 
virtue uitto men. ‘This is not to bring ina new, ftrange, or artiti- 
cial honefty, and fo accidental, and {uch, as I have faid’before, is 
not the true; butitis by taking’away the lets and hindrances, ‘to 
ftir up and enlighten this light almoft extin@ and languifhing, to 
revive thofe leeds almoft choaked by the particular vice, and ill tem= 
perature of the particular perfon 5 as, -by taking away the moat 
fromthe eye, the fight is recovered 5 and the duft from. off the 
elafs, a man feeth the clearer. 

By all this that hath been faid, it appeareth that there are two 
forts of true honeftys the one natural, fweet, eafie, juft, ‘called 
goodnefs 5 the other acquired, difficult, painful, and laborious, cal- 
led virtue. But to fay the truth, there is alfo a third, which is, as it 
were, compofed of the two, and fo there fhould be three‘degrees ‘of. 
perfection. ‘The lowelt of the three is a facile and debonair nature, 
diftafted by it felf, by reafon of vice 5. we have named it goddnefS, 
innocency. ‘Fhe fecond more high, which we have named virtue, 
is with a lively force to hinder the progrefs of vice, and having fuf- 
fered himfelfto be furprifed, with the firft motions of the-paffions, 
toarm and bind himfelf to ftay their courfe, and? to overcome 
them. The third and chiefeft is out of an high refolution, and a per- 
feG& habit, to be fo well framed, that temptations cannot fomuch 
as grow inhim, and the feeds of vice are wholly rooted out, info- 
much that this virtue is turned into.a complexion, and into nature. 
This laft may be called,Perfection. That and the tirft, whichis called 
goodnels, do refemble one another; arid differ from the fecend, in 
that they are without ftir, pain, or endeavour. This is'the trie tin- 
Sure of the foul, her natural and ordinary courfe, which’ cofteth 
nothing. The fecond, is always-in care andaw. ‘The laft and per- 
fe, isacquired by the long ftudyand ferious exercife of the rules 
of Philofophy, joyned to a beautiful and rich nature. © For both 
are neceflary, the natural and the acquired. This is that, thofe two 
S<és didto much ftudy, the Stoicks, and ‘much more the ae 

(which 
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(which would have feemed ftrange, if Seweca and’ other ‘ancient 
Philofophers did not teftifie it, who are rather to be credited, then 
all the other more modern) who made a fport and play-game of 
fhame, want, ficknefs, griefs, tortures, death: They did not only 
contemin, patiently endure and vanquifh all afperitics and diffcul- 
tics; but they fought them, they took pleafure and delight in 
them 3 and all to kecp their virtue in breath, and in ation, which 
made them not only firm, conftant, grave, and fevere, as Cato and 
the Stoicks 5 but cheerful, merry, wanton, and ifa man may fo fay, 
fool-hardy too. 

By the comparifon of thefe three together, it feemeth to fome 
( who underftand not the height and value of the third) that the (- 
cond, which we call Virtue, by reafon of the difficulties, dangers, 
endeavours thereof, carrieth the honour; and that, as Meteliys'taid, 
to doevil isan idle and a bafe thing 5 todo good where there is 
neither pain nor danger, 1s.a common thing and too eafie;_ but to 
do good where there is danger and pain, is the part of an honeft 
man, and of virtue: it isthe Motto of that divine Philofopher, 

‘xanere ro ixaad, But to fpeak in truth that which it is 5 betides, 
that difficulty (as elewhere hath been {aid) is no true, nor juft, and 
Jawful caufe, why a thing fhould be the more efteemed 3 it is cer- 
tain, that in the like thing the natural is more worth then the ac- 
quired 5 that it is far more noble, more excellent,and divine to work 
by Nature then by Art 3 eafily, equally, uniformly, then painfully, 
- unequally, with doubt and danger. God is good after the firft man- 
ner,that is, the natural and effential goodnefs 5 we dare not call him. 
virtuous, nor the Angels and Spirits fortunate ; they are called 
good. But becaufe virtue maketha greater clamor and ftir, and 
worketh with greater vehemency and goodnefé, it is more admired 
and efteemed of the vulgarfort ( who are but foolith Judges) but 
wrongfully. For thefe great exalters and extravagant productions, 
which feem to be all zeal and fire, are no part of the Play, and. do 
not in any fort appertain to true honefty 5 they are rather maladies: 
and furious entrances, far diftant from that wifdom we here te- 
quire, which is {weet, equal, and uniform. 

Thus much be {poken in grofs, of honefty ; for the parts thereof, 
and the duties, fhall be handled in the third Book, efpecially in the 
virtue of Juftice. I willhere adde a word or two (according to 
promife ) to rebate and blugt the point of detra@tion, and to ftay 
the plaints of thofe, that diflike, that Lattribute fo much to nature, 

S 3 (although 
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(although it be God, as hath been faid, and this Book fpeaketh not 
but of the natural and humane) as if that were all, and there were 
nothing elfe to be required... Wherefore befides- all that hath been 
faid, there remaineth yet one thing to make this-work compleat 
and perfect, and that is the grace of God, whereby this honefty, 
goodnefs, virtue, hath life, is brought forth in his due time, and 
receiveth its laftand perfect portrai@, it: is elevated , chriftened, 
crowned, that is to fay, accepted, verified, approved by-Ged, and 
made (after a fort) worthy. its due reward. Honeftyiis like to a good 
Organift, who toucheth well and truly according toArt : the grace 
and {pirit of God, is-the blaft-and wind which expreffeth the touch, 
giveth life,and maketh the inftrument to fpeak,and to makea plea- 
{ant melody.. Now this good confifteth’not in long: difcourfe, pre- 
cepts and inftructions, neither is it attained by. our-own-proper act 
and labour, it isa free gift from above, whereof it’ taketh the name, 
Grace : but we muftdedire it, ask, implore it, beth humbly-and ar- 
dently. O God, vouchfafe of thy inhnite goodnefS to look upon 
me with the eye of-thy-clemency;, to accept and tolike of my-delixe, 
mine eflay, my little work, which comes originally from thee,. by 
that obligation.and inftrution,which thou haft given me in the law 
of nature, which thou haft planted im me, to the end it may return 
unto thee, and that thou maift end that thou haft begun, that fo 
thou maiftbe both my eg and @. Sprinkle me with thy: grace, keep 
me, and account me thine, and fo forth.. The better-to obtain it, 
that is to fay. to incline God unto us, is this honefty. ( as-hath 
been faid in the Preface, whither ( that] may not iterate it) I -re- 
fend the Reader) the matter being well prepared, is the fitter for 
the form; the grace is not contrary, neither doth it enforce or 
deftroy nature, but fweetly it-relieveth and: perfecteth it, fo-that 
it muft not oppofe it felf thereunto as to. its contrary, but put iton 
asaCrown. They. are both of God, they muft not therefore be 
confounded, every one hath his jurifdiction, his aGtion apart: The 
Organift, and he that .worketh at the bellows,are two, foare hone- 
fty-and grace, the a¢tion-good in it felf naturally, morally, hu- 
mancly,and thgt by grace made.acceptable. That may well be with- 
out this, and hath his worth, as in thofe Philofophers and great 
men in times paft, admirable in-nature, and-inall kind of moral 
virtue, and is likewife found inmisbelievers or intidels; but this 
cannot be without that, no more they the covering, the Grown 

and perfection can be without the entire body. The Player or = 
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ganift may in every ‘point exercife his Art, without the bellows- 
blower; and fo likewife honefty without grace. -It is true that this 
cannot be but es fonans, and cymbulum tinniens, but this requireth 
that, wherein I fee many to miftake themfelves very grofly, who 
never have any talte, or do ever conceive the image of true honefty, 
and continue putfed up with a perfwafion of grace, which they 
think to pradtile, to attract, toattain by certain eafic and idle 
means 3 after the manner of the Pharifees, wherewith they reft con- 
tented, not troubling themfelves any further for the true honefty, 
Promoti per faltum, Matters without apprentifhip , Doctors and 
Nobles in parchment. Now Ifee many of thefe kind of people in 
the world, but very few fuch as Arijftides, Phocton, Cato, Regulus, 
Socrates, Scipio, Epaminondas, that is to fay, profeffors of an exact, 
truce, and folid moral virtue, and Philojophical probity. That 
complaint and reproach fo frequent of the foveraizn Doctor of the 
truth, againft hypocritical Pharifees, will always have place, for 
fich people will never be wanting, no not amongft the Cenfors and 
Reformers of the world. Now having {poken much of honefty, we 
muft likewife ina word or two touch the contrary thereunto. 
Wickednefs is againft nature, it isfoul, deformed, and unprofi- 


table, it offendeth every good judgment, it breedeth a hatred of it f i iis 
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felf being well known; whereupon fome have faid, that it was bred ° 
and brought forth by idlenefsand ignorance Again, wickedne(fs 
ingendreth offence and repentance in the foul, which like an ulcer 
in the flefh, eateth and fretteth it, malice and mifchief buildeth up 
torments againtt it {elf: Malitia ip(z maximam partem veneni fui 
bibit : malum confilium confultori peffimum : Malice it felf fuppeth 
up the greateft part of bis own poyfon: Evil counfél is worft to him that 
giveth it ; like the Walp, which with his fting offendeth another, 
but much more himfelf, for he leaveth behind him, and that for 
ever, both his fting and his ftrength: vice hath pleafure in it, other- 
wife it would not be received, nor find place in the world, Nemo 
enim animi caufa malus eft; Noman is wicked for bis minds fakes 
but it doth withal ingender difpleafure and offence, pain following 
fin, faith Plato; yea it groweth withit, faith Hefiodus : which is 
quite contraey to the will and to vertue, which rejoyceth and con- 
tenteth. There is a congratulation, a pleafing contentment, and 
fatisfaction in well-doing ; it is the true and eflential reward of a 
good foul, which can never fail him,and wherewith he mutt content 
himfelf in this world. 
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True and effential honefty, the firft 







































18. There is noman maketh a doubt, whether vice be to be avoided, 
Whether it be and hated above all things 5 but it is a queftion whether there may 
never permit- 


red tag beany fuch profit or pleafure, as may carry with it a fufficient ex- 
‘ cufe for the committing of {uch orfuch a fin. It feemeth to divers, 
that there may : Touching profit, if itbe publick there isno doubt, 
(but yet with limitation, as fhallbe {aid in the virtue of politick 
prudence ):but {ome wilbfay as much of particular proht and plea- 
Rid. 3, cap.2, ture. A man might {peak and judge hereof more certainly, if fome 
certain fact or example were propofed. But to {peak fimply, we 
are firmly to hold the negative. . 

13 That fin cannot inwardly furnifh us with fuch pleafure and con- 
Whether all fintent, as honefty doth, there isno doubt, but that it tormenteth (as 
ingender ve- hath been faid) it is not univerfally and in atWenfes true : we mufk 
pentance. _. therefore diftinguifh it. ‘There are three forts of wickedne($ and 
Bn wicked people : fome are incorporated into evil, by difcourfe and 
wickednefs, xefolution, or by long habit, in fuch fort, that their underftanding it 

{elf approveth it and confenteth thereunto. This falleth ottt, when 
Hii fin having met with a {trong and vigorous heart, is in fisch fort 
ih rooted therein, that it 1s there formed,and as it were naturalizedjand 
the foul infected and wholly tainted therewith. Others contrariwife 
do illby impulfions, according as the violent wind of temptation 
troubleth, ftirreth, and precipitateth the foul unto fin, and as they 
are furprifed and carried by the force of paffion. The third, as mid- 
lings betwixt thefe two, account their vice fuch as it is, theyaccufe 
and condemnit, contrary to the firft ; and they are not carried by 
paflion or temptation, as the fecond ; but in cold blood, having 
well thought thereof, they enter into the market, they-ballance it 
with fome great pleafure or profit, and in the end at a certain price 
MW, and mealure they yield thereunto, and they think they have {ome 
| excule to doit. Of this fort of fins are uluries, ob{Cenities or vene- 
reous pleafures, and other fins many:times refumed, confulted, de- 
liberated 5. as alfo the fins of complexion. 














oe: Of thefe three, the firft do never repent, without fome extraor- 
i | Their compari- dinary touch from heaven: for being fetled and hardned in wicked- 
| fon, nefs, they feel not the prick and fting thereof: for fince the under- 


| ftanding approveth it, and the foul is wholly tainted therewith, the 
4 will hath no will to gainfay it. The third repent, or feem in a cer- 
| tain fafhion, that is to fay, finyply confidering the difhoneft action 
| in itfelf; but afterwards weighing it with profit or pleafure, they. 
repent notat all: and to fay the truth, and to {peak properly, une 
/ a) 











and fundamental part of Wifdon. 


do not repent, fince both their reafon and confcience willeth and 
confenteth to the fault. The fecond, are they that repent and re- 
advife themfelves, and of whom properly it is called repentance : 
whereof I will here take occafion to {peak a word or two. 
Repentance is a difavowing or denial, and a retraction of the 


will, that is, a forrow or prief ingendred in us by reafon, which Of Repentance, 


driveth away all other forrows and griefs, which procced from out- 
ward caufes. Repentance is inward, inwardly ingendred, and there- 
fore more ftrong they any other, as the heat and cold of a fever, 
is more violent then that which is outward. Repentance is the 
medicine of the foul, the death of fin, the cure of our wills and con- 
{ciences 3. but it is neceffary, that we well know it. Firft, it is not 
of every fin,as hath been faid 5 not of that which is inveterate, ha- 
bituated, authorized by the judgment it felf; but of the accidental, 
and that which happeneth either. by furprife, or by force: nor of 
things that are not in our power, whercof we are lorry we cannot 
repent : neither can it be inus, by reafon of bad iffues, and contra- 
ry to our countels and defignments. If a matter fall out befides a 


mans thought,conceit,and advice ; for that he muft not repent him - 


of his counfel and advice, if he therein carry himfclfas he ought 5 
fora man cannot divine of events, and ifa man did know them,yet 
hath he no place to confult of them. and we never ate to judge of 
countels by their iffues ; neither muft it grow in him by age,impo- 
tency, and diftafte of things ; this was to fuffer his judgment to be 
corrupted : for the things are not changed, becaufe we are changed, 
by age, ficknefs, or other accidents. The growing wile, or amend- 
ment, which comes by.anxiety, diftafte, or feeblenels, is not true and 
religious, but idleand languifhing.. The weaknefs ot the body is 
no fit Poft to carry us to God, and to our duty, and repentan:e 5 
but true repentance is the gift of God, which toucheth our heart, 
and muft grow in us, not by the weaknefs of the body,. but by the. 
force of the foul, and of reafon. 

Now from true repentance there arifeth atrac, free, and religi- 


ous confeffion of our faults.: Asin the maladies ofthe body we fee of Confeffion 
two kinds of remedies 3 the one which healeth, taking away the and excufe. 


caufe, the root of the malady 5 the other which doth only coverit, 
and bring it afleep : and therefore the former is more forcible,and 
more wholfome.- $o likewife in the maladies of the foul, the true 
remedy which cleanfeth and healeth, isa ferious and modefi con- 


feffion.of our faults 5 the other falfé, which doth. only difguile and 
cover 
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2 
This choice, 2 
lifficult thing, 
vherein a inan 
‘avrieth him- 


“If diverfly. 


Topave 4 certain end and form of life, 


cover, is excufe, a remedy invented by the Author of evil it felF, 
whercof the Proverbis, Dhat fin feweth it Self a garment, that is, 
Excufe, the garment made of fig-leaves by the-firft offenders, who 
covered themfelves both with words and deeds, but it wasa gar- 
meut without warmth.- We fhould therefore learn te accufe our 
felves, boldly te confefS all our actions and thoughts : for befides 
that it were a fairand generous liberty, it. were likewifea mean not 
to do or think any thing, which were not honeft and fit to be pub- 
lifhed : for be that will be content.to be bound to tell all, will be 
likewife. content to bind himfelf to de nothing that a man is con- 
firained to hide.s but contrarily, every man is difcreet and fecret in 
confeffion, but not in actions. Boldnefsto fin, is in fome fort brid- 
led by boldnefs to confets. If it be undecenttodoa thing, itis far 
more undecent not to dare to avouch it. Many great and holy men, 
as S. Auftin, Origen, Hippocrates, have publifhed the etrours of their 
opinions, and we fhould do the ikeofour manners. “But going a- 
bout to hide them, a man falleth many times into great evils, as he 
that folemnly denieth that he hath abufed his body with another, 
by thinking to mend the matter, marres it, at leaftwife multiplies 
his fin. Thisis notto.excufe vice, but to adde thereunto. 


CHAP. IV. 


To have acertain end and form of life, the fecond foundation 
of W, if dont 


Fter this firftfoundation.of true and inward honefty, there 
cometh, as it were by way of Preamble, a fecond foundati- 

on, Neceffary for the government of our lifes whichis, to prepare 
and frame our felves to a certain and affured.courfe of life, tomake 
choice-of that calling which doth bett befit us, and is proper unto 
uss that is to fay, waich our particular nature ( following always 
the univerfal, our great and general Miftrefs and Governour) doth 
willingly acccommodate and apply it felf unto. wifdom is a 


{weet and regular conduct and carriage of our foul, guiding it with 


meature and proportion, and counfilteth in an equality of life and 
manners. 

This choice then is a matter of great difficulty, wherein a man 
carrieth him(elf very diverfly, and wherein he findeth himfelf hin- 
dered by diversconfiderations, which draw him into divers parts, 
and many times hurt and hinder one another. Some are happy 

there- 



















the fecond foundation of Wifdow: 
therein, who by a great goodnefs and felicity of nature,have known 
both {peedily and ealily how to chufe, and cither by a certain good 
hap, without any great deliberation, are, as it were, wholly carried 
into that courfe of life, which doth beft betit them 3 in fuch force 
that fortune hath been their chufer, and led them unto it, or by the 
friendly: and provident hand of another, they have been guided 
and directede. Others contrarily are unhappy, who having failed 


even from.the entrance, and wanting the {pirit, or indultry to” 


know themfelves, and in.a.goed hour to be re-adviled, how they 
might cunningly withdraw.their. ftake in the midft of the game, 
are in fuch fort engaged, that they can no more recall them- 


felves, and fo conftrained.te lead a life full of inconvenience and. 


repentance. . 
But it likewife proceedeth many times fromthe great default of 
him that deliberateth, either.in not knowing himfelt well, and pre- 


faming too much of himfelf;- wherebyit falleth out, that he mutt ei- - 
ther fhamefully-defift from that which he hath undertaken, or en-- 


dure much pain and torment in perfifting therein. He muft remem- 


ber that to carry a burthen,. it is neceflary.there be more ftrength - 


then burthen 3 -otherwife, a manis contftrained either toleave it, or 
to fink under it.. A wile man doth never.charge himfelf with more 
bufinefs, then he knoweth how-to go through: orin not fettling 
himfelf in any thing, but changing from day today, as they do that 
are never pleafed norfatished with any.thing, but that. which they 
have not 3 every thing difcontenteth them, as well eafe, as bufinefs, 
to command, as to obey... Thefe kind of people live miferably, and 
without reftyas men conftrained. The other likewife cannot hold 
themfelves quiet, they ceafe not to go and come to.no purpofe, they 
feem to domuch and do nothing; the actions of a wife man do 


always tend tofomecertainend. Magnam rem puta, unam, ho-- 


minem ageres preter fapientem nemo. unum agit, multiformes fumtse 


Think it a great matter for a man todo one thing : No man, 


but a wife man, doth one thing : for we are of many and divers fafhi- 
ons and-foapess But the moit part do not deliberate, and confult of 
any thing, they faffer themfelves to be led like oxen, or carried 
according to the times, company,occalion, and then know not how 
to give arcafon, why they are rather ofthis calling then another, 
except it be becanfe their father profeft the fame, or that they were 
unawares carried into it, and fo have’continued therein,in fuch fort, 
that as they did never well confider of their entrance, fo they know 
not 











































































“To have a certain end and for of life : 


} not which way to get out.  Pasct funt qui confilio fe fuaque difpo- 
aa yuitt  cateri, eorum more qui fluminibus innatant, won eunt fed feran- 
a tur» Few difpofe advifedly of themfelves or their affairs: others do it 
in that manner as men fwim, who go not ,but are carried with the wa- 
ter and courfe of the ftream- 
WW | 5 Now, that a man gmay carry himfelf well herein, chufe well, 
| i Counfel. ‘a thofe and well acquit himtelf, he muft know two things,and two natures: 
affairs. his own, that ishis complexion, his port and capacity, his tempe- 
rature, in what aman excelleth, in what he is feeble, what he is fit 
for, for what he isunfit; For to go againft his own nature, is to 
tempt God, to {pit againft the heavens, to leave the bufinefs undone 
becaufe he cannot doit: (Nec quidquam fequi quod affequi nequeas : 
Attempt not. any thing, that thou canjt not attain to) and to expofe 
i himfelf to laughterand mockery. Afterward he muft know that 
i which belongs to his affairs, that is to fay, the ftate, profeflion, and 
| kind of life that is propofed. There are fome, wherein the affairs 
| are great and weighty ; others, where they are dangerous 5 others, 
where they are not fo great, but are mingled and full of entangle- 
ments, and that draw after them many other bufineffes: Thefe ~ 
charges do much affliG@t the fpirit: Every profeflion requireth 
at more efpecially one certain faculty of the foul; one the underftand- 
| ing, another the imagination, another the-memory.. Now, to 
know thefe two natures, his own, and that of the profeflion and 
courfe ef life, that which hath been faid of the divers temperatures 
of the inward parts and faculties, will help much. Knowing thefe 
two natures, we mult compare them together, to fee whether they 
We can well joyn and endure together ; for it is neceffary that they 
ih agree : if aman be to conteft with. his own nature, and to enforce 
it for the fervice and performance of a function and charge which 
he undertaketh; ox contrarily, if to follow his nature, whether 
willingly, or that by force and infenfibly it draw him, a man hap- 
i | pen to fail or erre in hisduty, what diforder is there? Where is 
i | equity ? Where is decency? Si quicquam decorum, uibil profetto 
mags quam equabilitas vite univerfe, © fingularum alionum 3 
1 quam confervare non poffts, fi aliorum imiteris Naturam, omittas tuam. 
ri le ai If any thing be comely, nothing is more comely then the equability of 
{| Wd the whole life, and of every particular actions which thou cant noe 
nae a preferve, if thou wilt follow the nature of other men, and omit thine 
) ‘ ‘apn. This is the account we muft make when we think to do any 
thing 
























































the fecond. foundatic 2 of Wifdou: 


thing, that hath worth or Brace in it, 1 nature it felf be wanting: 
“Ta wibil invita dices faciefue Das i 
If thy nature bend not to, 
Never think to fteakor do. 
Id quemque decet quod eft funm max ime + fic eft faciendsm, ut con 
fra maturam univerfain nil contendamus, ed fervata pe Miia (ele 





WUT» sig zt becomes every man beff, that bis own : fo och Aa: 
fe Eyes, % we co} utend not agains univers. al nature, bu 


Cari ye On 

being rat 0 illo OUr OLN And if if fall Olt, that by erie 
pradency, or otherwife, a man find himfelf engaged ind vocati 
K c OO “4 
and-courle of lite paintul and unprofitable, and that-a man cannt 


it isthe send ai Hea to. refolve to bear it, to.{wecte 


= 
dus back : 
odate it unto himfelf as much as he can, ne asin a 


it, tO accomm 
game at Bad, according, to the counfel of Plgres wherein if 
Die or Card fall not out to-be good, a man taketh it paticncly, ea 
endeavoureth to.mend his ill chance by his good | play » and like 


= 


et 
Sa 
7) 


Bees, who from Thyme, a fharp madd dry. me rb, 9: ither (acces honey,, 


and as the Proverb is, Makea virtue of nec seflity. 
CHAP. V. 
To- study true Piety, the firft office of Vifdome 


= * He preparatives made, and the two foundations Jaid, itis time 
to build, and to fet down the rules of Wildom, w hereof the 


firftand moft noble concerneth the R Religion and Worlhip of God.. 


Piety holdeth the firft place in the rank of our duties, and it i" a 





thing of great importance, wherein it is dangerous and ve cry ¢ catie 
to erre Aid bé miftaken. It is neceffary ti Bcctone to.be advi 

and to know how he that ftudieth wifdom fhould govern himte!t, 
which we purpofe todo, having alittle difcourfed of the fate Pa 
fuccefS of Religions in the world, referring the reft unte that which 


L have {aid in my three Verities. 
Itis firfta very fearful thing, to confider the great diveslity of 


Religions which have been and are in. the world, and much more Of piverj, 
the firangenefs of fome of them, fo fantaftical and exorbitant, that Re 


it isa wonder that the underl ftanding of mamfhould be fo much be- 
fotted and made drunken with impoftures;, for it feemeth, that 
there is nothing in the world, highor low, which hath not been 


CA 


deified in fome place or other, and that hath not found a place 





wherein. to be worfhipped.. They, 












































































































































To fiucy true picty, the firf office of Wifdom. 


They all agree in many things, and have likewife taken their 


That ait agree beginning in the fameclimate. Paleftina and Arabiz which joyn 


in many 
ciples, 


prin- together (I mean the more renowned and famous Miftre(s of 


the reft ) have their principles and foundations almott alike + The 
belief of one God the Author of all things,* of his providence and | 
love towards mankind, the immortality of the foul, reward for the 
good, chaftifement for the wicked after this life, a certain outward 
profeflion of praying, invocating, honouring, and ferving God. 
To win them credit, and that-they may be.received, they alledge 
and furnifh themfelves, whether in deed and in verity, as the true, 
or by impofture and fair femblance, with revelations, apparitions, 
prophets, miracles, prodigies, holy myfteries, Saints. All have their 
fountain and beginning {mall, feeble, hamble 5 but by little and lit- 
tle, by the imitation and contagious acclamation of the people, 
with fome fictionsas fore-runners, they have taken footing, and 
been authorized 5 infomuch that they all are held with affirmation 
and devotion, yea, the abfurdeft among them. All hold and teach, 
that God is appeafed and won by prayers, prefents, vows, and pro- 
mifes,and the like : All believe that the principal and moft plea- 
{ant fervice of God, and the powerfulleft means to appeafe him, 
aud to obtain his grace, is to punith, to cut themfelves, to impofe 
upon themfelves fome painful and difficult labour: witnels through- 
out the world, and almctt in all Religions, and rather in the falfe 
then in the true, in Mahumetifin, then Chriftianity ,; fo many or- 
ders, companies, hermitages, and Friories, deftinated to certain and 
divers exercifes, very painful, and of a ftri@ profeflion, even to the 
lancing and cutting of their bodies,thinking thereby to merit.much 
more then the common fort, who puritie not themfelves with af. 
flictions and torments as they do, and every day they provide new : 
and the nature of man doth never ceafe to invent means of pain and 
torment, which proceedeth from the opinion, that God taketh 
pleafure, and is pleafed with the torment and ruine of his creatures, 
which upinion is founded upon the {acrifices, which were univer{al 
throughout the world, before the birth of Chriftianity, and exer- 
cifed not only upon innocent beats, which were maflacred with 
the effufion of their blood, fora precious prefent unto God > but 
(a ftrange thing that man fhould be fo fottith) upon infants, in- 


nocents, and men, as well good and honeft, as offenders 3 a cuftom 


practifed with great Religion almoft in all Nations : As the Gete,a 
people of Szy:bia, who among others ceremonies and facrifices difz 
patched 

















To lucy true piety, the firft office of Wifdon. 
patched unto their god Zamolxis, from five years to five, a man 
among{t them to demand things neceffary for them. And becaufeit | 
was thought neceflary that one fhould die fuddenly, at an inttant, 
and that they did expofe themfelves unto death after a doubtful 
manner, by running themfelves upon the points of three Javelins, 
whereby it fell out, that many were difpatched in their order until 
there came one that lighted upon a mortal wound, and died fud- 
denly, accounting him the fitteft meflenger, and in greateft favour 
with their god, and not the reft : as the Perfians, witncls the fact of 
.imeftris the mother of Xerxes, who at an inftant buried alive tour- 
tcen young, men of the beft houfes, according to the Religion of the 
Country: As the ancient Gauls, the Carthaginians, who faciificed 
to Saturs their children, their fathers and mothers being prefent : 
the Lacedemonians,who flattered their goddefs Diana, by whipping 
their youths in favour of her, many times even to death : the Greeks, 
witnels the facrifice of Ipbigenza: the Romans, witncfs the two De-~ 
cit: Que fuit tanta iniquitas deorum ut placari pop. Rom. non poffcxt, 
itifi tales virioccidiffent * Was the offence of the gods fo great and fo un- 
jupts as it could not be appealed, but by the death of fuch men as thefe ? 
Turks, who fo maffacre their vifage, their breafts, their members, to 
gratitie their Prophet : the new Eaft and Welt Indies 5 and tn The- 
miftitan, where they cement their Idols with the blood of children. 
What madnefs was this, to think to flatter the Divinity with inhu- 
manity ; to content the Divine goodnefS with our affliction, and to 
fatishe the juftice of God with cruelty! Juftice then thirfting’aftcr 
humane blood, innocent blood, drawn and fhed with fo much pain 
and torment : Ut fic dii placentur quemadmodum ne homines cuidem 
feviunt:As if the Divinity fhould be fatisfied by our inhumanizy.krom 
-whence can this opinion and belief {pring, that God taketh pleafure 
in torment, and in the ruine of his works,and hunmane nature ? Fol- 
lowing this opinion,of what nature fhould God be? But all this hath 
een abolifhed throughout Chriftendom, as before hath been faid. 

They have alfo their differences, theix particular articles, where- a 
by they are diftinguifhed among them{clyvcs, and every one prefers Tey differ: 
it {elf above the reft,afluring himfelf ic is the better, and more true 
then the reft, reproaching the one the other with fome things, and 
fo condemn and reject one another. 

But noman doubteth, neither is ita mattcr of labour to know 
which is the trueft; the Chrittian Religion having fo many advan- 
tages and priviledges, fo highand fo authentica] above others, and 

e{pecials 





Seneca. 
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Chriftian Relt- 
gien above all. 
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efpecially thefe. It is the fubje& of my fecond verity, where is fhew« 
Tall ed how farall others are inferiour unto it. 

HT i ; Now as they {pring up one after another, the younger doth al- 
Ai The Latter are WAYS build upon the more ancient,.and next precedent, which from 
built upon the the top to the bottom it doth not whol ly difprove and condemn ; 
fl | forse. for then it could not be heard or take footing 3 but it only aceufeth 
i | , it either of imperfection, or ee end, and that therefore it co- 
i meth to fucceed it, and to perfect it, and fo by liteleand lieele over 
throweth it, and saviehert it elf v4 ‘ith the fpoils thereof: as the Jus 
daical, which hath retained many ‘this B5 of the Gentile Egyptian 













































Religion the elder, the Hebrews not bein? eafil ly purified of their 
cultomis : the Chriftian built upon the ver ities and promifes of the 
pidaical >) 1¢ Turkifh upon them’ both, retaining almoft all the 


veritics of Chailt Jeli, except the firft and principal, which is his 


Divinity ; fo that if a man will leap from Judaitm to Mahume- 
tifm, he nuit pals by Chriftianity : and fuch there have be cen among, 

the Mahumetifts as Naive expoted themfelves to torments, to main- 

tain the truth of Chriftian Religion, as a Chriftian would do to 
maintain the truth of the Old Teltament. But yet the elder and 

more ancient do. wholly condemn the younger, and-hol@ them*for 

capital enemies. 

: All Religions have this in them, that they are firange and hor: 

Mi ark Braiee rible to the common fenle : for they propofe and are built and com- 

bo hanes. pofed of part, whereof fome {eem to the judgment of mn bale, 
unworthy, and unbehtting, wherewith the fpirit of man, fome- 

| what ftrong‘and vigorous, Jefteth and {porteth ie felf; others too 
Wh high, bright, won: Jerfial, |, and myftical, where he can know nothing, 
| wherewith it is offended. Now the {pirit of man 4s not«apable bit 


ae of indifferent things, it contemneth and difdaineth the fmall, it is 
i aa i | aftonifhed and songpuiided with the great 3 and therefore it is no 
we marvel, if it be ha irdly pe Headed the firft enfet, to receive all 


Religion, w here there is nothing indifferent and common, & there- 

i fore muft be drawn thereunto by fome occafion : for if it Kg firong, 

| it dif{daineth and laughe be ratits ifit be feeble and fupe er{titious, it 1s 
aftonifhed and {candalized : Predicamus Fefum crucifix pe Fudeis 

ui fc andalum, ¢ gentibus uke in: Wepreach Fefus crucified, a {caudal 
tothe fews, to the pele folly. Whereof it comes to pals, that there 
ri fo many misbelievers and irrcligious perfons, becanfe they con- 
Ne and he: ees toomuch to thejr own judgments, thinking to 
examine and judge of the affairs of Religion, according to their 
1M OW nh 
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own capacity, and tohandle it withtheir own proper and natura] 
inftrument. We muft be fimple, obedient, and debonair, if we 
will be fit to receive religion, to believe and live under the law, by 
reverence and obedience to fubje@ our judgement, and to fufler our 
felvés to be led and conducted by publick authority 3 Captivantes 
intellectum ad obfequium fidei : Submitting our underftanding to the obedi~ 


ence of faith. . 

But it was required fo to proceed, otherwife religion thould not 
be refpected, and had inadmiration as it ought, now it is neceflary 
that bereccived and {worn to,as well authentically and reverently, 
as-difhcultly; Ifit were fuch as were wholly pleafing to the palate 
and nature of man without ftrangeneffe, it would be thought more 
eafily yet lefs reverently received. 

Now the religions and beliefs being fuch as hath been faid, ftrange 


unto thecommon fenfe, very far exceeding all the reach and under- Why they ore 


ftanding of man, they mutt nof, nor cannot be gotten nor fetled jn #0 te Ge gat- 
ten by hunsawe 


us, by natural and humane means, (for then among fo many great 
minds as there have been rare and excellent, fome had attained 
thereunto) but it muft needs be, that they be given us by extraor= 
dinary and heavenly revelation, gotten and received by divine in- 
{piration, and as fent from heaven. In this manner likewife all do 
affirm, that they hold their religion and believe it, not from men, or 
any other creature, but from God. 


But to fay thetruth, and not to flatter or difguife, this is nothing 
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8. 


they are, whatfoever fome fay, held by humane hands and means; “#4 7¢# *4e7 


which is true in every refpe, in falfe religions, being nothing but 
prayers,and humane or diabolical inventions: The true, as they 
have another jurifdiG@ion, fo are they both received and held by an- 
other hand 3 neverthelefle we mutt diftinguifh. As touching the 
receiving of them, the firft and general publication and inftallation 
of them hath been, Domine Co-operante, fermone confirmante, fequen- 
tibus fignis; God working, his word confirming, and fignes following, 
divine and wonderful:the particular isdone by humane hands and 
means 3 the nation, country, place, gives the religion, and thata 
man profeffeth which is in force in that place, and among thofe per- 
fons where he is born, and where he liveth: He is circumcifed, bap- 
tifed, a Jew, a Chriftian, before he knowes that he is aman; for 
religion is not ofour choice orelection, but man without his know- 
ledg is madea Jew or a Chriftian, becaufe he is born in Judailme or 
Chriftianity:and if-he had been both elfewhere among the Gen- 
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tiles, or Mahumetans, he had been likewife a Gentile or a Mahu- 
metan. As touching the obfervation, the true and good profeflors 
thereof, befides the outward profcflion, which is common to all, 
yea to mif-believers, they attribute to the gift of God, the teftimony 
of the Holy Ghoft within: but this is a thing not common nor or- 
dinary, what fair colour foever they give it, witnefs the lives and 
manners of men, fo ill agreeing with their belief, who for humane 
oceafions, and thofe very light, go againft the tenour of their reli- 
gion. If they were held and planted witha divine hand, nothing in 
the world could fhake us, fuch atie would not be fo eafily broken. 
If it had any touch or ray of divinity, it would appear in all, it 
would produce wonderful effects that could not be hid, as Truth it 
felf hath faid; If you have but as much faith as a muftard-feed, you 
foould remove mountains. But what proportion or agreement is 
there betwixt the per{wafion of the immortality of the foul, anda 
future reward fo glorious and bleffed, or fo inglorious, and accur- 
fed, and the life that a man leadéth? The only apprehenfion of 
thofe things that a man faith he doth firmly believe, will take his 
feufes from him: The only apprehenfion and fear to dyeby juftice, 
and in publick place, or by fome other fhameful and difhonourable 
action, hath made many to lofe their fenfes, and caft them into 
firange trances: and what is that in refpec& of the worth of that 
which religion teacheth us is to come? But it is poflible in truth 
to believe, to hope for that immortality fo happy, and yet to fear 
death a neceflary paflage thereunto? to: fear and apprehend that 
infernal! punifhment, and live as we do? Thefe are things as incom- 
patible as fire and water. They fay they believeit, they make them- 
{elves believe they believe it, and they will make others believeit 
too; but it is nothing, neither do they know whatit is to believe. 
For a belief, Emean{uchas the Scripture calleth hiftorical, is diabo- 
lical, dead, informed, unprofitable, and which many times doth 
more hurt than good. Such believers (faith an ancient Writer) are 
mockers and impoftors; and another faith, that they are in one 
re{peét, the moft fierce and glorious, in another the mott loofe, dif- 
folute, and villanous of the world 5 more than menin the articles 
of their belief, and worfe than {wine in their lives. DoubtlefS if 
we hold our felves unto God, and our religion, I fay not bya di- 
vine grace as we fhguld, but only after a fimple and common man- 
ner, as we believe a hiftory, or afriend, or companion, we fhould 
place them far above all other things for that infinite apes 
thas 
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that fhineth in them, at the leaft, they theuld be put in the fame rank 
or degree with honour, riches, friends. Now there are very few that 
do not fear lefs tocommit an offence againft God, and any point of 
his religion, than againtt his father, his mafter, his friend, his equals. 
All this hurteth not the dignity, purity, and heighth of Chrittianity, 
no more than the dunghil infecteth the beams of the Sun, which 
{hines upon it; for as one faith, Fides non a perfonis, fedcontra. But 
a man cannot pronounce fo great a Ve againft thole falfe hypo- 
crites, whom Verity it felf fo much condemneth, as they belch out 
of their own mouthesagainft themfelves. 

The better to know true piety, it is néceflary firft to feparate it 
from the falfe, fained and counterfeit, tothe end, we may not equi- 
vocate as the moft part of the world doth. There is nothing that 
maketh a fairer fhew, and that taketh greater pains to re{emble true 
piety and religion; and yet thatismore contrary an enemy there- 
unto than fuperftition: like the Woolf, which doth not a little 
ref{emble the dog, but yet hatha fpirit and humour quite contrary 3 
and the flatterer who counterfeiteth a zealous friend and is nothing 
lefS: or like falfe coin, which maketha more glittering-fhew than 
the trues Gens fuperftitioni obnoxia, religiontbus adverfa: The peo- 
ple is fubject to fuperftition, contrary to irne religion. At is likewife 
envious and jealous, like an amorous adulterefs,who with her fmooth 
fpeeches makes fhew of greater affection, and care ofthe husband, 
than the true and lawful wife, whom fhe endeavoureth to make 
odious unto him. Now the notable differences of thefe two are, 
that religion loveth and honoureth God, fettleth a man in peace 
and reft, and lodgeth ina liberal, free, and generous foul : Superfti- 
tion troubleth a man, and makes him wild, and injureth God him- 
felf, teaching to fear with horror and aftonifhment, to hide him- 
felf, and to fly from him, ifit were poffible; itisa weak, poor, and 
bafe malady of the foul; Swperftisio error infanus , amandos timet, 
qucs colit violat: morbus pufilli animi, qui fuperjtitione imbutus eft, 
quieius elle nufquam potet. Varro ait Deum 3 religinfo verert, a fu- 
perfeitiofo timert : Superftition is a frantich error, it feareth friends’ 
corrupteth thofe that love it: It is the difeafe of a weak mind, which 
being infecied with fuperftition, can never be at ret, Varro faith, res 
ligious men fear God for love 5 the fuperftitions for punifkment. Let us 
{peak of them both apart. 16, 

A fuperftitious man fuffereth neither God nor man to live in SuperPirion 
peace. He apprehendeth God as one anxious, fpightful, hardly con- deferided, 
T 2 tented, 
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364. To ftudy true piety, the firft office of Wifdome. 
tented, eafily moved, with difficulty appeafed, examining our acti- 
ons after the humane fathion of a fevere Judge, that watcheth our 
fteps; which he proveth true by his manner of ferving him, which 
is all after one fafhion. He trembleth for fear, he is never fecure, fear- 
ing he never doth well enough, and that he hath left fomething 
undone, by the omiffion whereof all is worth nothing that he hath 
done; he doubteth whether God. be well content, and laboureth 
to flatter him, to the end he may appeafe and win him; he impor- 
tuncth him with prayers, vows, offerings : he faineth to himafelf 
miracles, eafily believeth and receiveth {uch as are counterfeited by 
others, and interpreteth all things though purely natural, as ex- 
prefly fent and done by God, and runneth after whatfoever a man. 
faith with all the care that may bes Duo fuperftitionis propria, nt- 
ti mius timor, nimius cultus : Iwo things are proper to {uperftitton, 
H| zoo much fear, too much honowtr. What is all this but by punifhing 
We a himfelf, vilely, bafely, and unworthily to deal with God, and more 
Wea mechanically, thana man would do with a man of honour? Gene- 
et rally all {uperftition, and fault in religion, proceedeth from this, that 
He we make not that account of God that we fhould, we revoke him, 
and compel him into order, we judge ofhim according to our felves,, 

we put upon him our humours. O what blafphemy ts this! 
poag Now this vice and malady isalmoft natural unto us, and we have 
i &isnatural. alla kind ofinclination thereunto. Plutarch deploreth the infirmi- 
ty of man, who never knoweth how to keep a meafure, or to fettle 
himfelf upon his feet: for it leaneth and degenerateth either into 
fuperftition, and vanity, or into a contempt and carelefneffe of di- 
vine things. We are like to, an ill advifed husband , befotted and 
couzened. with the coyning fubtilties ofa light woman, with whom 
he converfed more by reafon of her artificial fatteries, than with 
his honeft {poufe who honoureth and ferveth him, with a fimple and 
natural fhamefaftnefS:and eyen fo, fuperftition pleafeth us more 

ee than true seligion. 

Pah ts 12. It is likewife vulgar, it proceedeth from a weaknefs of the,foul, 
eh | enoises and ignorance or mif-knowledg of God, and that. very, groffe, and 
Ly therefore it is moft commonly found in Children, women, old men, 
|) Re fick, and fuchas have beenaflaulted with fome violent accident. To 
ha ~ be brief, it is in barbirous natures; Inclinat naturam ad fuperfti- 
i} Pintarsh i sionem barbari: Barbarous matures incline foonclt to fuperftition, OF 
rien this then it is. faid, and not of true religion, thatit is true that Plato 


affirmeth, that the weaknefS and idlenefs of men hath brought 
in 
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To. fiudy trne Piety, the firft office of Wifdorse. 
in religion, and madeit prevail, whereby children, womenand old 
men, fhould be moft capable of religion, more {crupulous, and de- 
vout : this were to wrong true religion, to give it fo poor-and frail 
a foundation. 








Befides thefe feeds of. natural inclination and fuperftition, there Nourifhed and 
are many.that fhake hands with it, and favour it greatly for the «tained by 


great gait and profit they. receive by it. Great men likewife and ' 
mighty, though they know what it is, will not trouble nor-hinder 
it, becaufe they know it is a very fit inftrament to lead a people 
withall, and therefore they do not-only inflame and nourifh that 
which is.already grafted in nature, but when need requires, they 
forge and invent new, aS Sezpio, Sertorius, Sylla, and others 3 Qui 
faciunt animos humiles formidine Divum, Depreffoque premunt ad 
serram. Nulla res multitudinem. efficacins regit, quam fuperftitio : 
Which makes their minds humble for offending the gods, andlowly proftrate 
themfelves tothe. grotnd.- Nothing more forcibly carrieth a multitude than 


Superftition. 














fon, Curtius. 


























Now quitting your {elves of this bafeand foul fuperftition, (which 4y ¢; 
I. would have him to abhor whom I defire to inftrué unto wife- the difcotsr [e of 
dome) let us learn to guide our-felves to: true religion and piety, #7#¢ 1¢ligiony 


whereof I will give fome grounds and pourtraits, as leffer lights 
thereunto. But before they enter thereinto, let me here fay in ge~ 
neral, and by. way of preface, that of fo many divers religions, and 
manners of ferving God, which.are or may bein the world, Thep 
{cem to be the mot noble, and to have greateft appearance of truth , 
which without great external and corporal fervice, draw the fouh 
into it felf, and raife it by pure contemplation, to admire and adore 
the. greatneffe and infinite majefty ofthe firft.caufe ofall things, and 
the effence of eflences, without any great declaration or determi« 
nation thereof, or prefcription of his{ervice; but acknowledging: 
it indefinitely, to. be goodnefs, perfection, and infiniteneffe, wholly. 
incomprehenfible and not to be known, as the Py:hagorians,.and. 
moft famous: Philofophers do teach. This is to approach, unto the: 
religion of the Angels, andto put in practice that word ofthe Son 
of God, To..adore in. {pisit and.truth; for God accounteth fuch» 
worfhippers the beft. There are others on the other fide, and im 
another.extremity, who will.have a vifible Deity, capable by. the 
fenfes, Which bafe and grofs errour hath mocked almoft all the: 
world, even J/rael in the defart,in framing to themfelves a moltens 
Galf.. And. of thefe they that. have chofen the Sun fer. thein god;, 
hiring hae. fee mer. 
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feem to have more reafon than the reft, becaufe of the preatnefie, 
beauty, and refplendent and unknown virtue thereof, even fuch as 
enforce the whole world tothe admiration and reverence of it fel 
The eye feeth nothing that is like unto it, or that approacheth neer 
unto it in the whole univerfe, itis one Sun, and without compani- 
on. Chrittianity, as in the middle, tempereth the fenfible and out- 
ward with the infenfible and inward, ferving God with fpirit and 
body, and accommodating it felfto great and little, whereby it is 
better eftablifhed, and more dureable, But even in that too, as there 
is adiverfity, and degrees of fouls, of fufficiency and capacity of di- 
vine grace; fo is there a difference in the manner of ferving God; 
the more high and perfect incline more to the fitft manner,more fpi- 
ritual and contemplative, and lefle external; the leffe and imperfed, 
QHafi fib pedagoyo, As it were under 2 Tutor, remain in the other, 
and do participate of the outward and vulgar deformities. 





| i ee Religion confifteth in the knowledge of God, and of our felves ; 
Hy | Divers de- (for it isarelative action between both) the office thereofisto ex- 
aa ie i ates *f tol God to the uttermolt of our power,and to beat down manas 


oe low as may bes as if he were utterly loft; and afterwards to fur- 
eae nifh himfelf with means to rife again, to make him feel his mifery 
and his nothing, to the end he may put his whole confidence in God 
alone. 
166 The office of religion is to joyn us to the Authox and Principall 
Wahi caufe of all our geod, tore-unite, and faften man to his firlt caufe, as 
1H | to his root, wherein fo long as he continueth firm and fetled, he 
preferveth himfelf in his own perfection; and contrariwife when 
heis{eparated, he inftantly fainteth and languitheth. 
es a kis The end and effe& of religion is faithfully to yield all the honour 
'W and glory unto God, and all the benefit unto man. All good things 
may be reduced to thefe twos The profit, whichisan amendment, 
and an effential and inward good, is due unto poor, wretched, and. 
in all points miferable man: The glory, which isan outward orna- 
; ment, is due unto God alone, whois the perfection and fulneffe of 
a all good, whereunto nothing can be added: Gloria in excelfis Deo, 
Wy & in terra pax hominibus: Glory be to God on bigh, and peace with 
A men upon earth. 
a 18. Thus mueh being firft known, our inftrucion to picty is firft to 
ii ‘dv infraltios learn to know God: for from the knowledg of things proccedeth 
pete that honour we do unto them. Firft then we mutt believe that he 


ool. ae is, that he hath created the world by his power, goodnefle, wifdom, 


and 
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and that by ic he governeth it that his providence watcheth over 

all things, yea the leaft thatare 3 that whatfoever he fendeth us, is 

for our good, and that whatfoever is evil proceedeth from out 

felves. lt we account thofe fortunes evil that he fendcth us, we 
blafpheme his holy name, becaufe naturally we honour thofe that 

do us good, and hate thofe that hurt us. We muft then refolve to 

obey him, anid totake all in good part which cometh from his hand, 

to commit and fubmit our felves unto him. ay 

Secondly, we mutt honour him:and the moft excellent and de- Ber 
vouteft way to-do it, is firft, to mount up our fpirits from all car- ale eine ts 
nal, earthly, and corruptible imagination ; and by the chafteft, high- 
eft, and holieft concetts, exercife our felves in the contemplation of 
the Divinity; and, after that we have adorned it with all the moft 
magnifical and excellent names and praifes that our fpirit can ima- 
gine, that we acknowledg that we have prefented nothing untoit 
worthy it felf: but that the fault is in our weaknefS and imbecility, 
which can conceive nothing more high, God is the laft endeavour 
and higheft pitch of our imagination, every man amplifiing the 
Idea, according to his own capacity: and to fpeak better, God is 
infinitely above all our laft and higheft endeavours and imaginatis 
ons of perfection. 

Again, we muft ferve him with our heart and fpirit, it is the fer- ane 
vice an{werabie to his nature: Deus fpiritus eft:fi Deus eff animus, Fim Es ue 
Sit 1bi pura mente colendus: God is a Spirit, if God bea Spirit, wore 3 
Ship bim in purity of {parit. It is that which he requireth, that which 
pleafeth him : Pater tales gmerit adoratores ; the Father defireib 
 fuch morfhippers. The molt acceptable facrifice unto his Majefty, 

is a pure, tree, and humble heart: 8 zcrificium Deo fpirirus purus : A 
pure beart ts a facrifice unto Ged. An innocent foul, anianocent life: 
Optimus animus, pulcherrimus Dei culins: religiofifimus culiss imi- 

tari: unicus Det culins, non effe malum: A pure mind is the beft fer- = 
vice of God; the moft religions worfhipring of God is to follow bimsthe only Mere. _ 
honourtug of God,is not to be evil. A wife man is the true facrifice of the Trifms 
great God, his {pirit is histemple, his foul ishis image, his affecti- 

ons are his offerings, his greateftand moft folemn {acrifice js to imi- 

tate him, to ferve and implore him: for it is the part of thofe that are 

great, to give; of thofe that are poor, to ask: Beatius dare quaim.ac~ 

cipere : Itis heiter togive than to take. 

Neverthelefs, weare not to contemn and difdain the outward . ert 
and. publick fexvice, which muft be as au afliftant to the other, by te 
T 4 oblerving bodies, 










































































































To frudy true Piety, the firft office of Wifdome. 
obferving the ceremonies, ordinances, and. cuftomes, with moderati- 
on, without vanity, without ambition, or hypocrifie, without ava- 

rice, and alwaies with this thought, That God will beferved in fpi- 

| rit:and that that which is outwardly done, is ratherfor our felves, 
than for God; for humane unity, and edification, than for divine ve- 

rity : Que potins ad morem quam ad rem pertinent 5 Which rather 

4 belong to manners and cuftome, than to the thing it felf. 

§. 7 prayunte Our vows and prayers unto God fhould be all fubje& unto his 
bine will: we fhould neither defire nor ask any thing, but as he hath or- 
dained, having alwayes for our bridle, Fiat volyntastua. Toask 

any thing againft his providence, is to corrupt the judgeand Go- 

vernour of the world; to think to flatter him, and to win him by 

prefents and promifes, is to wrong him. God doth not defire our 

goods; neither (tofay the truth) have weany: all ishis. Non ac- 

cipiam de domo tua vitulos, Oc. meus et enim orbis terre, & pleni- 

tudo ejus : I will not take the calves from thy houfe, ee. for the 

whole world is mine, and all that is therein, But his willis, that we 

onely make our felves fit to receive from him, never expecting that 

we fhould give unto him, but ask and receive : for it is his office to 

give, as being great, and it belongs tomanas being poor and needy 

to beg and to receive: to prefcribe unto him that which we want, 

and we will, is toexpofe our {elves to the inconveniences of Midas 3 

but that is alwayes beft, which pleafeth him beft. To be brief, we 

ae ah muft think, fpeak, and deal with God; asifall the world did be- 

He || hold us; we muft live and converfe with the world, as ifGod faw 

: ie US. 

wk to wfe bis It is not with refpec to honour the name of God as we ought, 

wane, but rather to violate it, lightly and promifcuoufly to mingle it in 

all our actions and {peeches, as it were by acclamation or by cu- 

ftome, cither not thinking thereof, or curforily to paffe him over: 

we muft {peak of God and his works foberly, but yet ferioufly, 

with fhamefafinels, fear, and reverence, and never prefume to judge 
| of him. 

Rt | And thus much Summarily of piety, which fhould be in high e- 

A fteem 3 contemplating alwayes God, with a free, chearful and fili- 
| The conclufion. 1 foul; not wild, nor troubled, as the fuperftitious are. Touching 

1 a the particularities as well ofthe beliefas obfervation, it is neceflary 

a | that we tie our felves to the Chriftian, as tothe True, more rich, 

Wa high, and honourable to God, commodious and comfortable to man, 

as we have fhewed in our fecond verity and therein remaining, ne 

mu 
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mutt with a {weet {ubmiflion fubmit and fettle our {Elves to that 
which the ‘Catholick Church in all times hath univerfally held, and 
holdeth, and not intangling our felves with novelties, or feleed 
and particular opinions, for the reafons fet down in my third Veri- 
ty, and efpecially in the firft and laft Chapters, which may fuffice 
unto him, that cannot, or will not read the whole book. | 

Let me onely give this one advice, neceffary for him that intend- 
eth to be wife, and that is,not to feparate piety from true honefty, 
whereof we have {poken before, and fo content-himfelf with one 
ofthem; much leffe toconfound and mingle themtogether. Thefe 
are two things very different,and which have divers jurifdi@ions 
picty and probity, religion and honefty, devotion and confcience : 
I will that both of them be joyntly in him whom I here inftruct, 
becaufe the one cannot be without the other entireand perfect, but 
contufed. Behold here tworocks whereof we muft take heed, and 
few there be that know them, tofeparate them, and to reft conten« 
ted with the one, to confound and mingle them, in fuch fort, that 
the one be the jurifdi¢tion of the other, 

The firft that feparate them, and that have but one of them, are 
of two forts; for fome do wholly give themfélves to the worthip 
and fervice of God, taking no care at all of true virtueand hone- 
fiy, whereof they have no tafte; a vice noted as natural to the Jews 
efpecially, (a.xace above all other, fuperftitious, and for that caufe 
odious to all) and much difplayed by their Prophets, and after- 
wards by the Mefias, who reproached them, that of their Tem- 
ple they had made a den of thieves, a cloak and excufe for many 
wickedneffes, which they perceived not; fo were they befotted with 
this outward devotion, wherein putting “their whole confidence, 
they thought themfelves difcharged ofall duty; yea, they were made 
more hardy to do any wickednefs. Many are touched with this fe- 
minine and popular fpirit, whelly attentive to thofe finall exercifes 
of outward devotion; whereby they are made never the better, from 
whence came the Proverb, An angel in the Church, @ devil in the 
boufe: they lend the fhew and outward part unto God, like the Pha- 
rifles; they are {epulchres, white walls: Populus bie labiis me hono~ 
rat, cor eorum longe a me: This people honour me raith their lips, bue 
sheir beart is far from me:yea, they make piety a cover for impie- 
ty, they make it (as they fay)an occupation ofa merchandife, and 
-alledge their offices of devotion, to extenuate and recompence their 
fn and iniquity. Others quite contrary make no account but- of 
virtue 


25. 
Ay advifemens 
to joys piety 
and probity 
together. 


2,53 
Of thofe which 
have piety 
without prox 
bity, 


Matth.15.and 
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A svompavifon 


28. 
42 ainft thofe 
that confound 
prety and pro- 
bity. 





To fiady true Piety, the fir office of Wifdone: 
virtue and honefty, little caring for any thing that belongs to telj~ 
£10n, a fault of many Philofophers, and whichis likewife too coms 
mou among our Atheifts. Thefe are two vicious extremities; bur 
which is the more or the leffe extreme, or which of the two is the 
more worthy, Religion, or Honefty, it is not my purpofe to deter- 
mine; I will onely fay, (tocompare them in three points ) that the 
fixit is far more eafy, of greater thew, of fimple and vulgar fpirits: 
the fecond is far more difficult and laborious in the performance, of 
leffe thew of {pirits valiant and. generous. 

I come to others; who differ not much from the firft, whotake 
nocare but of religion, They pervert all order, and trouble all, con- 
founding, honefty, religion, the grace of God, (as hath been {aid 
before) whereby it comes to paffe, that they havencither true ho- 
nefty, nor true religion, nor confequently the Grace of God, as they 
think :a people onely. content with themfelves, and ready to cenfure 
and condemn others; Qui confidunt in fe, & afpernant alios : Whe 
truft in themfelves, and contemn others. They think that religion is 
a generality of all good, and ofall virtues. that all virtues are cone 
tained in it, and neceflarily follow it, whereby they acknowledge no 
other virtue, and honefty, but that which is opened with the key 
of religion. Now. it is quite contrary for religion, which is the 
latter, isa {pecial and ‘particular virtue, diltinguithed fromallother 
virtues, which may be without them, and without probity, ashath 
been faid of the Pharifces, religious and wicked : and they without 
religion, as in many Philofophers good and virtuous, but yet irre- 
ligious. It is likewife, as all. divinity teacheth, a moral humane 
virtue, appertaining to juttice, one of the four cardinal virtues, 
which teacheth us in general, to give unto every one that which be- 
Jongeth unto him, referving to every one his place. Now God 
being above all, the univerfal author and matter, we mutt give unto. 
him all Sovereign honour, fervice, obedience, and this fubaltern Ree 
ligion, and the Hypothefis of juftices which is the general Thefis, 
more ancient and natural. They on the other fide, will thata man 
be religious before he be honeft, and that religion (which is acqui- 
red and gotien by an outward caufe, ex azditu 5 Quomodo credent 


fine predicante ? by hearing, how can they believe, without preaching ? ) 


ingendreth honefty, which we have fhewed fhould proceed from 
nature, from that law and light which God hath put into us, from 
our firft beginning. This is an inverted order, Thefe men will that 
aman be an honeft man,becaufe there is a Paradife and a hell: fo a 
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Yo fiudy trae Piety, the firft office of Wifdome. 
if they did not fear God, or fear to be danined (for that is often 
their language) they would makea goodly piece of work. O mife- 
cable honefty ! What thanks defervett thou, for what thou dof > 
Ocowardly and idle inuocency; gue nifi metu non placer! which 
pleafeih not wiibout fear! Thou keepeft thy felf from wickednefe, 
becaufe thou darcit not be wicked, and thou feareft to be beaten, 
and even therein art thou wicked. Oderune peceare mali formidine 
pene: The wicked forbear to offend, for fear of punifhment. Now I 
will that thou dare, but yet that thou wilt not, though thou be never 
chidden:I will that thoube an honeft man, not becaufe thou would’tt 
goto Paradife; but becaufenature, reafon, God willethit 5 becaufe 
the Law, and the general policy of the world, whereofthou art a 
part,requireth it ; fo as thou canft not confent to be any other, except 
thow go againft thy felf, thy effence, thy end. Doubtleffe fuch ho- 
nefty occafioned by the {pirit of religion, befides that it is not true 
and effential, but accidentall; it is likewife very dangerous, produ- 
cing many times very bafe and {candalous effects (as experience 
in all times hath taught us) under the fair and glorions pretext of 
piety. What execrable wickedneffes hath the zeal of Religion broughe 
forth ? Is there any other fubjet or occafion, that hath yielded the 
like? It belongeth to fo great and noble a fubje@,to work great 
and wonderful effects. 

Lanium religio potuit fuadere malorum, 

Que peperit fepe feelerofa aiqne impiafatia s 

Soill 2s God abus'd, and {a accurft., 

As the corruption of the belt is wort s 

For theun jultelt warre we undertake, 

Incontinent religion’s brought to ftake, 

So Luther, Hungary was caufe to lofe, 

So Chrit himfelf became a block to Fews, | 
Not to love him, yea to look upon him with a wicked eye, asa mam 
fhould look upon a moniter, that believeth not as he believeth. To 
think to be polluted by {peaking, or converfing with him, is one of 
the fweetelt and moft pleafing actions of thefe kind ofpeople. He 
that is an honeft man by {cruple, and a religious btidle, cake heed of 
him,. and account/of him as he is. And he chat hath religion with 
out honetty, { will not fay, he is more wicked, butfarre more dan- 
serous than he that hath neither the onenor the other : Qnnid gus 
smberficier vos, putabir fe obfequinm prefiare Deo: Who fo billeth you, 
abiaks be dosh ars acceptable fervice unto Ged: not becaule religion 
mathe _ teachs 
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To govern his defires and pleafares:: 


teacheth or any way favoureth wickednels, as fome vety.foolifhly, 
and malicioufly from this place do object ; for the moft abfurd and 
falfeft religion that is, doth it not; but the reafon‘is, that havin 
no tafte,. nor.image, nor conceit of honefty, but by Ra coi BN ee 
for the fervice, of religion, and thinking, that to be an honeftman 
is no other thing, than to be careful,to.advance religion, they believe 
all things whatfoever, be it.reafon, treachery, edition, rebellion, 
or any. other offence to be not onely lawful and fufferable, being 
coloured with zeal and the care of religion, but alfo commendable, 
meritorious, yea, worthy canonization, if it ferve for the progreffe 
and advancement .of religion, and the overthrow. of their adverfa- 
asics. The Jews were wicked and cruel to their-parents, unjuft to- 
wards their neighbours, neither lending, nor paying their debts, and 
all .becaufe they gaveunto.the Mareen to be quit ofall du- 
ties, and rejecting the whole. world by faying, Corbaz. 

I will then. (to conclude this-difceurfe) that there be in this my 
wife. man, a true honefty, and a true. piety, joyned and married to- 
gether, and both of them compleat and.crowned with the grace of 
God, which he denieth none.that fhall ask it of him. Deus dat 
Spiritum bonum. omnibus petentibus eum. God giveth a good fpirit 
to.all that. ask it of bim:as hath, been- faid.in the Preface, article 
the 14, 


Daa Ce 
To govern bis defires and pleafurese 


tis a principal duty of a wile man,.to know. well how to mo- 

derate and.rule his defires and pleafures ;.for. wholly to renounce 
them, E am.fo.farre from. requiring it in this my wile man, that I 
hold this opinion to be not onely, fantaftical, but vittous and unna-- 
turall. Firft.then. we muft confute this opinion, which banifheth 
and wholly condemneth.all pleafures, and.afterwards learn how to 
govern them. 

It is.a, plaufible opinion, and ftudied by thofe that, would .feem to, 
be men of underftanding, and profeflors of fingular Sanctity, ge- 
nerally to contemn and tread. under. foot.all forts of pleafures, and. 
all care of the body, retiring the fpirit unto it.felf, not having any, 


‘4a opiniow of commerce with the. body, but elevating it.felf to-high things, and. 


the sonbempe: 
of sheavorld, 


fo to pafle this life as it: were, infenfibly, neither.tafting it, nor ate, 
gending, it.. With .thele kind of people,, that . ordinary; phates of, 
Pils i tac pafling. 























































































To govern his defsres and pleafures: 


pafling thetime, doth very well agree : for it feemeth to them; that~ 


well to ufe and employ this life, is, flently to paffe it over, and as it 
were to,efcape it,and rob themfelves of it, as ifit were a miferable, 
burthenfome, and tedious thing, being defirous fo toflide thorow the 
world, as that not onely recreation and paftimes are fufpected, vea 
odious unto them, but alfo naturall neceffities, which God hath 
feafoned with fome pleafure. They come not where any delightis, 
but unwillingly; and being where it is, they hold their breath till 


they be gone, as if they were ima place of infection :and, to be bricf : 


their life is offenfive unto them, and death a folace, pleafing them- 
{elves with that faying, which may be as well ill taken and under- 


ftood, as well, Vitam habere in patientia,. mortem in. defiderio : Not. 


impatient of life, but rather to defire death. 

But the iniquity of this-opinion may many .wayes be fhewed. 
Firft, there.is nothing, fo fair and lawfull, a3 welland duly to play 
the man, well to know how to lead this life. It is a divine know- 


ledge and very difficult, for aman to know how he fhould lawfully: 
enjoy his own effence, lead his life:according to the common and. 
naturall model, to his proper conditions, not feeking thofe that are 


firange; for all thofe extravagances, all thofe artificiall and ftudied 
endeavours , thofe wandring waies from the naturall and com- 
mon, proceed from folly and paflion: thefe are maladies, without 


which whilft thefe men would live, not by playing the men, but the. 


divines, they play the fools ; they would transform themfelves into. - 
Angels, and they turn themfelves into beafts: aut Déus, aut beftia: - 
homo fum, humani a. me nihil aleenwm, pute » Either a God or a beaft.5: E 


am aman, and I account my felf no other than humane. Man is a body 
and a foul,and it is not well, done to. dif{member this building,to divide 
and (eparate this brotherly and. natural conjun¢tion.; but contrari- 
wife,we fhould renew it by mutual offices, the {pirit mult awaken and 
xevive the heavy body, the body muft fay thelightnefs of the {pirit 
which many. times proves but a trouble-feaft ; the {pirit mutt aflitt 
and. favour the body,as the husband the wife, and not reject.if, 
not hate it., It muft not refufe to participate the natural-pleafures 
thereof, which are jaft, and, fuch, as beft that marriage that is be- 
twixt them, alwaies holding therein, as the more wife, a true mo- 
deration. A man muft ftudy, know and meditate on this life, to 
the end he may return condign thanks unto him who hath lentat. 
There is Nothing. which God hath made for us in this prefent lite 
unworthy our care,.and we are accountable for them, even tothe 
VELy 
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“To govern his defires andpleafures, 
very haiss of our-head ; for it is no frivolous warrant or- commiffi- 
on, for a mam to direct himfelfand his life according to his natural 
condition, byt God hath given it him {erioufly and expreffely. 

But what great folly is there, and more againft nature, than to 


Lib .3.cap.38. account our-actions vicious, becaufe they are natural ; unworthy, 


becaufe they are neceflary? Now this neceflity and pleafure is an 
excellent. marriage, made by God himfelf. Nature willeth very 
wifely, that thofe actions which it hath enjoyned us for our necefli- 
ty be alfo delightful, inviting us thereunto not only by reafon, 
but alfo by appetite; and thefe rules thefe kind of men go about to 
break. It is an equall fault and unjuftice, to loath. and condemn all 
pleafures, and to abufe them, by loving them overmuch 3 we mutt 
neither run to them, nor fy frem them, but receive them, and ufe 
them difcreetly and moderately, as fhall prefently be faid inthe rule. 
Temperance, which is che rule of our pleafures, condemneth as well 
the infenfibility and'privation of all pleafure, ftuporem nature, which 
is the failing extremity, as intemperance, Libidinem, which is the 
exceeding extremity. Contra naturam eft torquere corpus funm, fa~ 
ciles odiffe munditias et {ouallorem appetere: delicatas res cupere, luxu- 
vie eft i ufitatas & non magno parabiles fuzere, dementie of: It is 
againft naiure, to inforce our felves to hate and contemn neat and necef- 
Sary things, and to defire filthyne{s and deformitie: It is wantounefs to 
defire delicate things and meer madue{s to avoid thofe that are common 
and needfull, 

He that defireth to difcard his foul, let him boldly do it if he can 
when his body is not in health, but endureth fome torment, to the 
end he may disburthen himfelf, of that contagion: but he cannot do 
it; as likewife he ought not to do it: for to {peak according te 
right and reafon, it fhould never abandon the body; itis apifhnefs 
to de it, it fhould behold pleafure and forrow witha like fetled 
countenance; in the one live feverely, in the ether chearfully: but 
in all cafes it fhould affiftthe body, and maintain it alwaies in or- 
der. | 

To contemn'the world, is a brave propofition, and many delight, 
nay glory to fpeak, to difcourfe thereof, but I cannot perceive that 
they well underftand it, much leffe that they practife it; what is it to 
contemn the world? Whatis this world? Isit the heaven, the earth, 
and in a word, the creatures that are therein? No, I think not fo: 
What then? Is it the ufe, the profit, the fervice, and commodity 
that we gather thereby? If fo, what. ingratitude is this. rag 

the 























































































To govern his deferes and pleafnres: 


the author that hath made them to thefe ends? What accufation 
againft nature? What reafon to contemn them? Hf (in the end) 
thou wilt fay, that itis neither the one, nor the other, but it is the | 
abufe of them, the vanities, folly, excefle, and wickednefle that is 
in the world ; [may anfwer, that it were well faid,if this were of the 
world, but they, are not fo; but againft the world, and the policy 
thereof; they are thine own additions, not natural, but artificial. 
To preferve thy felf from them, as wifdome and the rule following 
teacheth, isnot to condemn the world, which remaineth wholly en- 
tire without it; but it is well.to ufe the world, well to govern thy 
felf in the world, and as Divinity teacheth, to make ufe and bencfit 
of the world, and not to enjoy it, wiz, non frui. Now thefe kind 
of people think to practife the contempt of the world, by certain 
outward particular manners and fathions, feparated by the common 
courfe of the world; but thisis but mockery. There 1 nothing in 
the world fo exquifite, the world langheth not, and is nat fo wan- 
ton within it felf,as without; in thefe places where men make pro- 
feflion of flying it, and trampling it underfoot, which is {poken a- 
zainft hypocrites, who have fomuch degenerated from their begin- 
ning, that there remaineth nothing but the habit, and is alfo very 
much changed, if not in form,at the leaftin matter, which ferveth 
them for no other ufe, than to puff them up; tokeep them more 
bold and impudent, which is-quite contrary to their inftitution ; Ve | 
vobis qui circuitis mare & aridam, ut fuciatis unum pr felitum , & 1 
chm facius fuerit, fasitis filinm Gebenne :Wo be to you that compafs Matth, 23. 
fea and land to make one of your profeffion s and mben he is made, ye i 
make him twofold more the Child of bell: and not againft the good, Hi 
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much leffe againft the eftate im it felf, whichis the {chool of true 
and holy Philofophy. It is then a fantaftical and unnatural, opi- 
nion, generally to reject and. condemn all deliresand pleafures. God it 
is the Creatour and authour of pleafure; Plantavit Dominus Parae 
difum voluptatis, pofuit hominem in paradifo voluptatis, protulit omune 
lignumpulchrum,fuave, delectabile : God planted the Paradife of pleafures t] 
wherein be placed man, which brought forth all kind of beautifull, (meet, ii 
and deleéiable trees, as {hall be faid. But we muft hrit learn how to car- | 
ry our felves. therein. iN 
This inftruGtion may be reduced to four points (which if thefe és 
mortified men, and great contemners of the world did know how te fecond 
to put in prattice, they would work wonders)to know little, natu- part of bee rule 
rally, moderately;and by a fhort relation to himfelt., Thefe four.go Pee. aa 
MO. noi 
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To govern his defires and pleafures, 


almoft alwayes together, and make an entire, and perfe@ rule, and 
he that will, may gather and comprehend all thefe four in this world, 
Naturally; for nature is the fundamental and fafficient rule for 
all. But yet to make the matter more clear and eafie, we will di- 
{tinguifh thefe four points. The firtt point of this rule, is to defire 
little:a fhort good, but an affured means to brave fortune, taking 
from it all accidents, and all power over us to hinder the happy 
content of our life: and in a word, to be wife, is to fhorten our 
defires, to defire either little, or nothing at all.. He that defireth 
nothing, although he have nothing, is as rich as he that poffeffeth 
the whole world, for both come to one end: Nihil ixtereft an ba- 
beas, an non concupifeas : Tt is all one whether thow hat it, or no,if 
then defiret it not: and therefore it was well faid, That it is not 
multitude and abundance that contenteth and inricheth, but want, 
yea nothing. It isthe wane of defire, for he that is poor in defires, 
is-rich in contentment, Sw#mme opes, inopia cupiditainm: The want 
of defires, is great riches. To be brief, he that defireth nothing is in 
fome fort like unto God, and thofe that are already bleffed, who 
are happy aid bleffed, not becaufé they have and poffeffe all, but 
becaufe they defire nothing: Qui defiderium fuum claufir, cum Fove 
de felicitate contendit: Who bridleth his defire, comtendeth even with 
Fupiter in felicity. Contrarily, if we let loofethe bridle to our ap- 
petite to. follow abundance and delicacy, we fhall continue in per- 
petual pain and labour ; fuperfluous things will become neceffa- 
ry, our fouls will be made flaves to our bodies, and we can live no 
longer, than that we live in pleafure and delight. Ifwe moderate 
not our pleafures and defires, and meafure them not by the compafs 
of reafon, opinion will carry us into a headlong downfall, where 
there:is neither bottom nor brink: as for example, we will make 
our fhoes of velvet, afterwards of cloth of gold, and laftly ofem- 
broidery with Pearls and Diamonds; we will build our houfes of 
marble, afterwards of jafper, and porphyric. Now thismean for a 
man to iwrich himfelf, and to make him content, is very juft, andin 
the power of every man:heneed not to feck his contentment elfe- 
where and without himfelf, let him but ask it, and he prefently 
obtaincth it of himfelf. Let him ftay the courfe of his defires, it is 
injuftice to importune God, Nature, the world, by vows and pray- 
ers, to give him anything, fince he hath fo excellent amean in his 
own power to attain thereunto. Why fhould I rather defire ano- 
ther to give unto me, than my {elf not to defire? Quare potizs 2 
fortune 




















































































in profperity aud aduerfity. 
fortuna impetrem xt det, quam a me ne petam ? quare autem petam 

oblitus fragtlitatis humane ? Wherefore fhould I rather defire fortune 

to give unio me, than I feek at of my felf ? but wherefore fhonld Ide- 

fire the oblivion of humane fragility? If 1 cannot-or will not ob- 

tain of my felf not to defire, how and with what face can I prefle 

another to give, over whom Ihave noright nor power? The firft 

rule then touching our defires and pleafures is, that this (litt! e) or at 

leaft a mediocrity and fufficiency is that which doth beft contenta 

wife man, and keeps him in a peace. And this isthe reafon why Plutarch 
Ihave chofen for my device, Peace and Poverty. Witha fool nothing“ 
fufiiceth, nothing hath certainty or content: he is like the moon,who 

asketh a garment that may fitit; but it was anfwered, That that was 

not poflible, becaufe it was fometimes great, fometimes little, and 

alway es changeable. 

The other point coufen-germain to this, is (naturally ):forwe 7° i 
know that there are two forts of defires and pleafures, the one na- “#4! I 
tural, and thefe are juft and lawful, and are likewife in beafts li- 
mited and thort, whofe end a man may fee : according to thefe, no 
man is indigent, for every thing yields fomething to content. Na- 
ture is contented with little, & hath fo provided, that in all things, ee 
that which fufficeth is at hand and in our own power, Parabile eft oie ie 
quod natura defiderat & expofitum, ad manum eft, quod fat eft. Rea- 
dy and at hand ts it, that nature defires; and at hand alfo, that which 1 
Sufficeth. It is this which nature demandeth for the prefervation of 
its own effence, it is a favour for which we are to thank nature, 
that thofe things that are neceffary for this life, it hath made eafie to 
find; and fuchasare hardly obtained, are not fo neceflary; and thac i) 
feeking without paflion, that which nature defireth, fortune can no HI 
way deprive us of it. To thefe kind of defires a man may adde | 
(though they be not true nor natural, yet they come very neer) thofe 
that refpect the ufe and condition of every one of us, which are } 
fomewhat beyond, and more at large than thofe thatare exactly : 
natural, and fo are juft and lawful inthe fecond place. The other 
defires are beyond nature, proceeding froman Opinion aud phan- 
tacy, artificial, fuperfluous; and truly paffions, which we may, to 
diftinguifh them by name from others, call cupidities or lufts, where- 
of we have {poken before at large in the paffions : from whicha wile i 
man muft wholly and abfolutely defend himfelf. 4 

The third, which is moderately and without excefle, hatha large 8. | 


c : : 2° Moderately 
feeld, and divers parts, but which may be drawn to two heads; that See lib. 4.0.98 i 
V ee’ 
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qo carry himfelf moderately and equally 


isto fay, to defire without the hurt of another, of himfelf : ofano- 

ther without his {candal, offence, lofle, prejudices of himfelf, with- 

out ‘the loffe of his health, his leafure, his functions and affairs, his 

honour, his duty. 

| og The fourth, is afhort and effential relation to himfelf; befides 

i) By relatsom. that the catreer of our defires and pleafures muft be circumfcribed, 
limited, 6¢ fhortned; their courfe likewife muft be managed, notina 
right line, which makes an end elfewhere and withoutit félf; but 
in acircle, the two points whereof do meet and end in our felves. 
ThofeaGtions that are dire¢ted without this reflection, and this fhort 
and effential turning, as of covetous and ambitious men, and divers.. 
ethers, who run point-blank, and are aiwayes without them, are 
vainand unfound. 





i CHAP. VU. 
To carry himfelf moderately and equally in profperitys 
and adverfity. 


eee il “Ffere is a twofold fortune, wherewith we are to enter the lift; 
Io good and ill, profperity and adverfity; thefe are the two com- 
hats, the two dangerous times, wherein it ftandeth us upon to ttand 
upon our guard, and to gather our wits about us: they are the two 

{chools, effayes, and touch-ftonesof the fpirit of man. 

2. The vulgar ignorant fort do acknowledge but one: they do not 
the opinion of believe that we have any thing to do, that there isany difheulty, 
ake vulgare any fight or. contradiction with profperity and geod fortune, 

wherein they are fo tranfported with joy, that they. know net what 
they do, there is no rule with them: and in aflliction, they areas 
much aftonifhed and beaten down, as they that are dangeroutly fick, 
and are in-continual anguifh, not being able to endure either heat 
or cold. . 

ait 3, The wife men of the world acknowledge both, and impute it to 
Ait Which of the One and the fame vice and folly,not toknow how to command in 
ae rwo ts more profperity, and how. to carry our felves in adverfity : but which is 
| dificultto the more difficult and dangerous, they are not wholly. of one ac- 

| A bear ,profperi= ee hy ike wa au watt. r edie’ Ts aa 
Ce ty or adverfity, COfd; fome faying It 1s adver ity, by reafon of the horrour and bit- 
Mian Wi Arift, ternels thereof: Diffcilius eft triftitiam fuftinere, quam a deletta- 
Sencce bilibus abftineres majus et difficilia perftringere, quam leta moder a~ 
vis Harder it is to fuftain grief, than 10 abftain from pleafures, but 
He more hard to pafs ibrowgh difficult things) than to moderate onr 8 
purlesy 
















































iu profperity and adverfity. 
fures. Some affirming it to be profperity, which by her fweet and 
pleafing flattery , doth abate and molitie the fpirit, and fenfibly 
robbeth it of its due temperature, force, and vigour, as Dalila did 
Samfon 3 in fuch fort, that many, that are obdurate obftinate and in- 
vincible in adverfity, have fuffered themfelves to be taken by the 
Hattering allurements of profperity 5 Magni laboris eft ferre prow 
Speritatem : Segetcm nimia flernit ubertas, fic immoderata felicitas 
rumpit. Great labour it is to live in profperity : too “much plenty 
plafbeth down tbe corn! fo too much felicity cufteth us down. And a- 
gain, affliction moveth even our enemies to pitty, profperity our 
triends to envy. In adverfity, a man feeing himfelf abandoned by 
all, and that all hishopes are reduced unto himfelf, he taketh heart 
at graffe, he rouzeth himfelf, calls his wits about him, and with all 
his power adds his own endeavours to his own help : In profperity 
Aeeing himfelf aflifted by all that laugh at him, and applaudall he 
doth, he groweth lafie and carelefs, trufting in others, without any 
apprehenfion of danger or difficulty, and perfwading himfelf thae 
all is in fafety, when he is many times therein much deceived. It 
may be, that according tothe diverfity of nature and complections 
both opinions are true: but touching the utility of either, it is certain 
that adverfity hath this preheminence, it is the feed, the occafion, the 
matter of well-doing, the field of heroica) virtues, Virefcit vnlnere 
virtus: egre fortune fana confilta melius in malis fapimus : fecunds 
recium auferunt. Virtue flourifheth by adverfity s we better know 
Sound advice by the dificult fortune of dyfajtrous things; pro{perity blindeth 
the truth, 

Now wifdome teacheth us to hold our felves iridifferent and up- 
right in all our life, and to keep alwayes one and the fame counte- 
nance, pleafing and conftant. A wife manisa skilful artificer, who 
maketh profit of all; of every matter he worketh and formeth 
virtue; as that excellent Painter Phidizs, all manner of Images:whate 
foever lighteth into his hands he makethit a fit {ubjeét to do good, 
and with oneand the fame countenance he beholdeth the two dif- 
ferent faces of Fortune. Ad wtrofqs cafus fapiens apius oft; bonorum 
retior, malorum vicior: In fecundis non confidit, in adverfis non defi- 
cit, nec avidus periculi, nec fugax, profperitatem non expectuns, ad 
utrumcue paratus , adverfus wtrumque intrepidus , nec ilius tumultu, 
nec hujus fulgore percuffus. Contra Calamitates fortis € contumax, 
luxurie non adverfus tantum,fed & infetus > hoc precipuum, in buma= 
mis rebus erigere animum {upra minas & promilfa foriune. A wife mars 

2 fitter 
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The advice of 
the Wife Hpow 


both. 


































































5 
Of profperity. 





qo carry himfelf moderately and equally 


Fitterh bimfelf for all fortunes be governeth the good, fubdnerb the evil, He 
prefumes not in profperity, nor defpairs in adverfitys be neither de- 
fires danger, nor fhuns its he expecieth not profperity, but is ready at 
all affayess fearing neither felicity nor adverfity: not moved wtih the 
clamour of the one, nor ibe glory of the other. Strong and defpifing 
all miferies, not only againft all fuperflutty and exceffe, but even aw 
enemy unto its who in worldly things, hath a Spirit erected above for- 
tune’s threats or promifes. wifdome furnifheth us with arms and 
difcipline for both combats 3. againtt adverfity with a {purre, teach ~ 
ing us to raife, to {trengthen, toincite our courage 5 and this is the 
virtue of fortitude: againft prefperity , it furnitheth us with a bri- 
dle, and teacheth us to keep and clap down our wings, and to keep 
our felves within the bounds of modefty; and this is the virtue of 
temperancy : thefe are the two moral virtues, againft the two for- 
tunes, which that great Philofopher Epicterws did very well fignifie, 
containing in two words all moral Philofophy, Sutine & abjtine, 
bear the evil, that is, adverfity; a'f{tain.from the good, that is, from 
pleafure and profperity. The particular advifements againft the 
particular profperities and adverfities fhall be in the third book fol- 
lowing, in the virtues of Fortitude and Temperancy. Here we will 
onely fet down the general infractions and remedics againit all 
profperity. and adverfitys becaufe inthis book we teach the way i: 
gencral unto wifdome, as hath been {aid in the preface thereof. 

Againft all profperity, the common dodtrine and councel con- 
Gifteth in. three points: the firft, that honours, riches, and the fa- 
vours of fortune, areilland wrongfully accounted and called goods, 
fince they neither makea man good, nor reform a wicked man, and 
are common both to good and wicked. He that calleth them 
goods, and in them hath placed the good of man, hath faftened our 
felicity to a rotten cable, and ankred it in the quick-fands. For 
what is there more uncertain and inconfiant, than the pofleflion of 
fuch goods, which come and go, paffe and run onlikeariver? like a 
river they make a noife, at their coming in, they are full of violence, 
they aretroubled 5 their entrance is full of vexation, and they vanifh 
ina moment; and when they are quite dryed up, there remaineth no- 
thing in the bottome but the mud. 

The fecond point is to remember, that profperity is like ho; 
nied poyfon, {weet and pleafant, but dangerous, whereof we mutt 
take very good heed. When fortune laugheth, and every thing fal- 


leth out according to our hearts, then thould we. fear moft, and 
ftand 












































i” Profperity and adver fity. 
fand upon our guard, bridle our affeCtions, compote our actions by 
reafon, above all avoid prefumption, which ordinarily followeth the 
favour of the time. Profperity is a flippery pace, wherein aman 
muft take fure footing, for there is notime whereimmen do more 
forget God. It is a rareand difficult thing to find a man who doth 
willingly attribute unto him the caufe of his felicity. And this is 
the caufe why in the greateft profperity we mutt ufe the councel of 
our friends, and give them more authority over us, thanat other 
times; and therefore we muft carry our felves as in an evil and dan- 
gerous way, go with fear and doubt, detiring the hand and help of 
another. In thefe times of profperity, advertity is a medicine, be- 
caufe it leadeth us to the knowledge of our felves, 

The third is to retain our detires, and to fet a meafure unto Hs 
them. Profperity puffeth up the heart, {purreth us forward, findeth 
nothing difficule, breedeth alwayes a defire of great matters (as 
they do, that by eating get an appetite) and it carrieth us beyond 
our felves, and in this ftate it is where aman lofe th himfelf, drown- 
eth and maketh a mockery of himfelf. He plaieth the Monky, 
who leapeth from bough to bough, till he come to the top of the 
trec, and then fheweth his tail. O how many have been loft, and 
have perifhed miferably , by the want of difcretion to moderate 
themfelves in their profperity! We mutt therefore either ftay our 
felves, or go forward with a flower pace, if we willenjoy the bene- 
ht of our profperity, and not hold our {elves alwayes inchafeand 
purchafe. It is wifdome to know how to fettle our own reft, our 
own contentment; which cannot be where there isno fiay, no end. 

Sique finirt non poffunt, extra fi apienttam funt: What cannot be deter- 
mined is beyond wif dome. 

Again(t all adverfity, thefe are the general advifements. In the g. 
firft place, we muft take heed of the commonand vulgar opinion, Of a4verfiey 
erroneous and alwayes different from true reafon : for, to difcredit scare 45 
and to bring into hatred and horrour all adverlity a daftlictions, eee 
they call them evils; difafters, mifchiefs, although all outward things 
be neither good nor evil, Neverdid adverfity make 4. man wicked 
but hath rather ferved as a means toamend thofe that are w.cked, 
and are common both to the good and to the wicked. 

Doubtleffe, croffes and heavy accidents are common to all,_, 9° 
but they work divers effeéts, according to that fubjeét whereupon 4 rages 
they light. To-fools and reprobate perfons they ferve to drive them perp. 
into @ilpair, to aBict and enrage thim; Perhaps they enforce them 
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&t bath three 
caufes, and 
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artes 





To carry himfelf moderately and equally 


Cif they be heavy and extreme) to ftoop, to cry unto God, to look 
up unto heavens but that is all: To finners and offenders they are 
fo many lively inftractions, and compulfions to put them in mind 
of their duty,-and to bring them to the knowledge of God: To. 
virtuous people, they are the liits and theaters wherein to exercife 
their virtue, to win unto themielves greater commendations and a 
neerer alliance with God: To wife men, they are matter of good 
and fometimes ftagesand degreee whereby to pafs and mount up to- 
allheighth and greatnefs, as we fee and may read of divers, who be- 
ing aflailed by fuch and fo great croffes, as a man would have 
thought them their utter overthrow and undoing, have been raifed 
by the felf-fame means to the higheft pitch of their own defires, and 
contrariwife without that infelicicy, had {till remained under hat- 
ches; as that great A:henizn Captain knew well, when he faid, Pe- 
riiffemus nifi periiffemus: We fhould utterly have perifhed, if we bad 
not perifved. A very excellent example hereof was Fofeph the fon 
of Facob. It is true that thefe are blows from heaven, but the vir~ 
tue and wifdome cf man ferveth as a proper inftrument; from. 
whence came that wife faying of the Sages, to muzke of neceffity « 
virtue. It is a very good husbandry, and the firft property ofa wife 
man, to draw good from: evil, to handle his affaires with {uch dex- 
terity, and fo.to win the wind, and to fet the bias, that of that 
which is ill, he may make good ufe, and better his own conditi- 
One 
Afflictions and adverfities proceed from three caufes, which are 
the three authors and workers of our punifhment : fin the firftin- 
ventor which hath brought them into nature: the anger and juttice 
of God, which fetteth them a-work as his Commiflaries and Exe- 
cutioners: the policy of the world troubled and changed by fins 
where, as in a general revolt, and civil tumult, things not being in 
their due places, and not doing their office; allevilsdo {pring and 
arife; as in a body the dif-joynting of the members, and diflocati- 
on of the bones, bringeth great paitt, and much unquietnefs. Thefe 
three are not favourable unto us: the firft is to be hated of all as 
our enemy, the fecond tobe feared as terrible, the third to be avoid- 
ed as an impottor. That a man may the better defend and quit 
himfelf from all three, there is no better way then to ufe their own 
proper arms, wherewith they punifh us, as David cut off Goliab’s 
head with his own fword, making of neceflity a virtue, profit of 
pain and affliction, turning them againft themfelves. eee 
the. 























































ia profperity and adver fity. 
the true fruit or fcience of fin, being well taken, is the death and 
suine thereof; and it doth that to the author thereof, which the 
viper doth to his dam that brought him forth. It is the oyl ofthe 
Scorpion, which healeth his own fting, to the end it may perith by 
its own invention: perizt arte [tai patimur quia peccavimus 5 pa- 
timur ut non peccemus: He perifbeth by bis own Art: we fuffer be- 
caufe we have finned 5 we Suffer that we fhould not fin. It is the file 
of the foul, which fcoureth, purifieth and cleanfeth it from all fin. 
And confequently it appeafeth the anger of God, and frecth us from 
the prifons and bands of Jultice, to bring us into the fairand clear 
f{un-{hine of Grace and mercy. Finally, it weaneth us fromthe world, 
it plucketh us from the dug, and maketh us diftafte with the bitter- 
nefs thereof (like worm- wood upon the teat of. the nurfe) the {weet 
milk and food of this deceitful world. 
A great and principal mean foraman tocarry himfelf well in ad- If. 


verfity, is to be an honeft man. A virtuous man is more peaceable in A general ade 


- adverfity, than a vicious in profperity: like thofe that havea feaver, ?/“* 

who feel and find more harm and violence in the heat and cold there- 
of, and in the extremity of their fits, than fuch as are found, in 
the heat and cold of Summer and Winter.And even fo they that have 
their confciences. fick, are much more tormented, than they that are 
found, that are honeit men: For having the inward part whole 
and healthful, they can no way be endamaged by the outward, efpe- 
cially oppofing againftit a good courage. 

Adverfities are oftwo forts : fomeare true, natural; as ficknefs, 12. 
gtiefss lofs of thofe things we love: others are falfe and fained, ci- 4#'4d¥#« 
ther by a common or particular opinion, and not in verity thac ™? JP: 
it is fo. Man hath his {pirit and body, as much at command, as be- 
fore they happened. To thefe kind of men, only this one word 5 
That which thoa complaineft of, is ncither painful nor trouble- 
fome, but thou makeft it fuch, and makeft thy felf to believe 
xt. 

As touching the true and natural, the more prompt and popular 1%. 
and’more found opinionsare, the more natural and more juft. Firft nvataral. 
we muft remember, that a man indureth nothing againft the humane To ewdare 18 
and natural law, fice even at the birth of mam all thefe things are ™4*#74! au@ 
annexed; and given as ordinary. In whatfoever doth afflitus, let "4" 
us confider two things, the nature of that that happeneth unto us, 
and that which isin our felves: and ufing things according to 
nature 5. we can receive no tedioufnels or offence thereby. 
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qo carry bimfelfmoderately and equally 


For offence is a malady of the Soul contrary to nature, and there- 
fore fhould by no means come near unto us. There is not any acci- 
dent in the world which. may -happen unto us, wherein nature hath 
not prepared an aptnefsin us to receive it,& to turn it to our content- 
ment. There is no manner of life fo ftrait, that, hath not fome folace. 
and recreation. There is no prifon fo ftrong and dark, that gives not 
place to a fong fometimesto comforta prifoner. Fonas had leifure 
to make his prayer unto God even in the belly of the whale, and 
was heard. It is a favour of nature that it findeth a remedy and 
eafe unto our evils in the bearing of them, it being fo that aman is 
born to be fubject to all forts of miferies, Omnia ad qua. gemimus, 
que expavifcimus, tributa vite fant: All things that afflict are grie- 
veous, are the tributes of life. 

Secondly, we mutt remember, that there is only the leer part 
of man fubject to fortune ; we have the principal in our own power, 
and it cannot be overcome without our own confent. Fortune may 
makea man poor, fick, afflicted; but not vicious, diffolute, delecteds 
it cannot take from us probity, courage, virtue. 

Afterwards we muft come to fidelity, reafon, juftice. Many times. 
a man complaincth unjultly, for though he be fometimes furprifed 
with fome il accident, yet he is more often witha good, and fo the 
one muft recompence the other. And jfa man confider well there- 
of, he fhall find more reafon to content, himfelf with his good for- 
tunes, than to complain of his bad. And as we turn our eyes from 
thofe things that offend us, and. delight to.caft them upon green and 
pleafant colours, fo muft we divert our thoughts from heavy and 
melancholick occurrents, and apply them to thofe that are pleafant 
and pleafing unto. us. But we are malicious, refembling cupping 
glaffes, which draw the corrupt blood, and leave the good ;, like a 
covetous maa who felleth the beft wine, aud drinks the worft; like 
little children, from whom if, you take away one of their play- 
games, in a fury they caft away all the reft. For ifany misfortune 
happen unto us. we torment our felves, and forget all the reft-that 
may any way comfort us: yea, fome there are that for {imallloffes 
term themfelves unfortunate inall things, and forget.that they ever 
xeceived any good, in {uch fort, that an. ounce of adverfity brings 
them more hearty grief than ten thoufand of profperity, pleafure or 
delight, 

We mutt likewife cait our eyes upon thofe that are of a far worfe 
condition than our felves, who. would think themf{elves happy ifthey 
were in our place, Cure 


















































in profperity andadverfity, 
Cam tibi difpliceat rerum fortuna tuarums. 
Alverins {pei2, qurfis difcrimine pejor. 
If thou griev'ft thou art not fuch 
As thy neighbour, over much 5 
Sreight refleh mpon the poor, 
Think the reft, and grieve no'more. 

It were good and neceffary that thefe complainers did practife 
the faying and advice of a wife man, that if all the evils that men 
fuffer fhould b: compared. with the bleflings they enjoy 3 the divifi- 
on being equally made, they may fceby the over-plus of that good 
they enjoy, the injuttice of their complaint. 


After all thefe opinions, we may conclude thit there are two - 


great remedies againft all evils and adverfities, which may be re- 
duced almoft to one 5 Cuftom for the vulgar and bafer fort, and 
Meditation for the wifer. Both of them have their force from time, 
the commonand ftrongelt falve againft all evilss. but the wife take it 
before hand, this is his fore-fght; and the feeble and vulgar fort, af= 
ter-hand. That cuftom prevaileth much it doth plainly appeay, in 
that thofe things that are moft tedious and offenfive, are made 
thereby eafie and pleafing. . Nutwra calamitatum mollimentune con- 
Suetudinem ‘invenit: Cuftome., mitigateth calamitie. Slaves weep 
when they enter into the gallies, & before three months be ended 
they fing. They that have not been accultomed tothe Sea, are 
afeard though it be the calmeft, when they weigh anker , whereas 
the Mariners layeh in the midft of a tempelt. The wife groweth 
_defperate at the death of her husband, and before a year be expired 
fhe loves another. Timeand caftume bring, all things co paffe; that 
which offendeth us, is the novelty-of that which happéneth unto us; 
Omniz novitate graviora frnt: All new and unex|petied croffer, are 
intolerable. 

Meditation performeth the fame office with wife men, and by 
the force thereof things are made familiar and ordinary : Que alii 
din patiends leviz faciunt, {apiens levia facit din cogitandas That 
which fome make light by long fuffering, a wife man makes light and: 
eafie by long eogitation. He contidercth exa@ly the nature of all 
things that may offend him,and prefenteth unto himfelf whatfoever 
may happen unto him moft grievous and infupportable, as ficknefle, 
poverty, exile, injuries; aud cxamineth in them all that which is ac- 
cording tonatare or contraryto it... For forelight or providence 
us a great remedy againft all evills, which cannot bring any xreat 

alteration. 


or 
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To carry biefelf moderately and wifely 


‘alteration or change, happening to aman that attendeth thems 


whereas contrarily they wound and hurt him greatly, that fafferéth 
him(elf to be furprifed by them. Meditation and difcourfe is that 


«which giveth the true temper to the foul, preparethit, confirmeth 
“it againft all affaults, makes it hard, fteely, impenetrable againti 
~ whatfoever would wound or hurt it. 


Sudden accidents how great 
foever, can give no great blow to him that keeps himfelf upon his 
guard, and is alwayes ready to perceive them. Premeditait mali mol- 
lis iius venits Guicquid exfpeciatum eft div, levins accidit: The 
burt is fmall, if thekarm ‘before-be knowns; whatfoever we do long 
ex/pect, doth happen the lighter, Now to attain thisfore fight, we 
mutt firft know, that nature hath placed us here as in a thorny and 
{lippery place; that that which is happened unto another, may alfo 
light upon us; that that which hangeth over all, may fall upon eve- 
ry one of us; and that-in all the affairs that we undertake, we pre- 
meditate theinconveniencies & evil encounters which may happen 
unto us, to the end°we be not furprifed unawares. O how much 
are we deceived, and how little judgement have we, when we think, 
that that. which happencth to others, cannot likewife fall upon us! 
When wewill not be wary and provident, for fear left we fhould 
be thought fearfull. Contrariwife, if we take’ knowledge of things 
as reafon would have us, we would rather wonder that’ fo'few crof= 
feshappen upon us; and that thofe accidents that follow us-fo'near, 
have ftayed fo long before they catch us, and having caught us, how 
they fhould handle us fo mildly. He that taketh heed, and confider- 
eth the adverfity ofanother, asathing that may happen unto him- 
felf, before it fhall happenis fufficiently armed. we muft think of 
all, and exfpect the worfts they are fools and ill-advifed, that fay, I 
had not thought it. It is an old faying, That he that isfuddenly 
furprifed, is half beaten; and he that is warned ts half armed, nay 
itis two againft one. A wife man in tite of peace, makes his pre- 
paration for war: A good mariner before hego forth of the haven 
makes provifion of what is neceflary to refift the violence of a tem- 
peft: itis too lateto provide againft an evil, when itis already 
come.’ In whatfoever we are prepared beforehand, we find our 
felves apt and admirable , what difficulty foever it have;and con- 
trariwife, there is not any thing fo eafie that doth not hurt and hin- 
der us, if we be but novelifts therein’: Id videndum né quid inopinatum 
fit nobis, quia omnia novitate graviorafunt: We ought toforefee that 
nothing happen untous unlooked for'y becaufe’ all novelites are the 
more 









































inprofperity aud adverfity. 
more grievors. Doubtlels it feemeth, thatif wer were fo provident 
as we fhould and may be, we fhould wonder at nothing. ‘That 
which thou faweft before it came, is happened unto thee, why then 
wondreft thou? Letyus then: take a ‘\courfe that accidents do not 
furprize us; Let us ever ftand uponour guard vand-forelee what 
is to come. Animus, adverfus omnia firmanduss wt ditere paffimus, 
Nox ulla laborum, O virgo, nova mibi facies inopinave furgit: Omnia 
percept, atque animum mecum ante peregi. Ix hodie ita denuncias 5 eyo 
femper denunciavit mihi: bominem paravi ad humane The mind muft 
be armed for all things, that. we may hold nothing tedions or painful. O 
virgin, there feems to me no new and umexpecied countemance to appear. 
Ihave confidered of all ibings, and am refolved thereof in minds To.day 
baft thou fhewed me all thefe things, which alwayes I foretold to my felf ; 
I haveframed man for bumane things. 


CHAP. VIII. 
To obey and obferve the Laws, Cuftomes, and Cere= 
monies of the Countrey, bow and in: 
what fenfe. 


Ven as a favage and untamed beaft, will not fuffer himfelf- —_- 


sto be taken, led, and handled by man, 


with furie affaulteth him, if he approach ‘neer unto Him} in fuch 
fort that a man muft ufe force mingled with art and fubtilty to 
take and tame him: So folly will not be handled by reafon, or 
wildome, but ftriveth and ftirreth againft it, and addeth folly 
unto folly :.aud therefore it muft be taken, and lead) like a wild 
beaft, (that which a man is to a beaft, a wife’man istoa fool) a~ 
ftonifhed, feared, and kept fhort, that with the more cafe it may 
be inftructed and won. Now the’ proper mean or help thereun- 
to, is a great authority, a thundering power and gravity, which 
may dazle it with the {plendour of his ‘lightning ; Selz anihoritas eff 
que cogit flultos ut ad fapientiam feftinent : It is only authority 
that inforceth fools to apply. themfilves to 'wifdome. Yn a popular 
hght.or edition, iffome great, wile, ancient, and virtuous perfonage 


but either flyeth and rhe epee il 
hideth himfelf from him, or armeth himfelf againtt him, and infitution and |) 


; c 
authority of 
the Laws, 


Augifes s 


come in prefence, that hath won the publick reputation of honour . 


and virtue, prefently the mutinous people being ftricken and blinded 
with the bright {plendour of his authority, are 
what he will fay unto them. 


o=-Vel wie : 


quieted, attending .. 




























































































»> 


Of Ex Powe. 


To carry him/felf moderately and wifely 


=———— Veluti magno in populo cum fepe coorta 
Seditio eft, fevitque antmis ignobile vilgus, 
Samquefaces & faxa volant, furor arma miniftrat : 
Tum pittate gravem ac meritis, fi forté virum quens 
Confpexére, filent, arretiz(que auribus aftant, 
The regit ditits animos, & pectora matlcer. - 
Even as when tumults tofedition grow, 
And Hobborn mad though caufe he none da know 
Withers bimfelf : example fo encharms 
- This headlong rout, whofe fury gives it arms : 
As fire-brands, ftones, and all things flie about, 
Their rage encounters: fo there is wo doubt 
Of certain harm 3 unlefs (as fent from God) 
Some grave, cenforious Cato with bis rod 
Appear in time, at whofe anthorit 
They filent fiand, and bear bim freak well nigh 
An hour together, till their fury die, 
So allis bufot : thefame that now dofing, 
Eac b to bis tent, now cry, God fave the King. 

There ts nothing greater in this world than authority, whichis 
an image of God, a meflenger from Heaven: if it be fovereign, it is 
called Majefty ; if fubaltern, Authority: and by two things it is 
maintained, admiration and fear mingled together. Now this Ma- 
jefty and Authority is firft and properly in the perfon of the So- 
vereign Prince and Law-maker, where it is lively, actual, and mo- 
ving 3 ‘afterwards in his commandments and ordinances, that isto 
fay, in the Law, which is the head of the work of the Prince, and 
the image of a lively and original Majefty. By this, are fools redu- 
ced, conducted, and guided. Behold then of what weight necefli- 
ty, and utility, Authority and the Law is in the world! 

The next authority, and that which is likeft to the Law, is'Cu- 
ftome, which is another powerful and imperious MiftrefS: It feiz- - 
eth upon this power, and ufurpeth it traiteroufly and violently , for 
it planteth this authority by little and little, by ftcalthjas it were in- 
fenfibly, by a little pleafing, and humble beginning 5 having fertled 
and eftablithed it felf, by the help-of time, it difcovercth after 
wards a furious and tyrannicall vifage, againit which there is no 
more liberty or power left, fo much as to lift up ones eyes: It ta- 
Keth its authority from the poffeflion and ufe thereof it encreafeth 
and ennobleth it felf by continuance like a rivers it is dangerous to 
bring it back to his original fountain. Law 






































































aud Ceremonies of the Country, rc. 
Law and Cuftome eftablifhed their authority diverfly, Cuftome by 


little and little, with long time, {weetly and without force, bythe 4 romp 
», of them oth, 


common confent ofall, or the yreater parts & the author thereof are 
the people. The Law {fpringeth upin amoment with authority and 
power, and taking his force from him that hath power to com= 
mand all, yea many. times againft the likeing ofthe fubject, where- 
upon fome compare it to a Tyrant, and Cuftome to a King. Again, 
cuftome hath withit neither reward nor punifhment, the law hath 
them both, ateleaft punifhments nevertheleffe they may mutually help 
and hinder one another. For cuftome, which is but of fuflerance, 
authorized by the-Soveraign, is better confirmed: and the law like- 
wife fettleth its own authority by poffeflion & ufe; and contrariwife 
cuftome may be cafhiered by a contrary law, and the law lofeth 
force thereof by faffering a contrary cuftome: but ordinarily they are 
together, that is, law and cuftomes wife and {piritual men contider~ 
ing it asa law, and fimple menas a cuftome. 

There is not a thing more ftrange, than the diverfity of ftrange- 


opinion or imagination fo variable, fo mad, which is not eftablithed 
by: laws and cuitomes in fome place or other: 1am content to recite 


3 


rifon 


4. 
‘ Their diverfity 
nefs of fome laws and cuftomes in the world; Neither is there any gyg algal 


fome of them, to fhew thofe that are hard of beliefherein, how far Of laws and 


this propofition doth go: Yet omitting to {peak of thefe things ar in the 
WO0V ihe 


that belong to religion, whichis the fubject where the greateft_won- 
derments: and groffeft impoftures are: but b2caufeit is without the 
commerce of men, and that it is not properly a cultome, aud where 
it is eafie to be deceived, I will not meddle withit. See then a brief 
‘of thofe that for the ftrangenefs are belt worth the noting. To 
account it an office of piety in a certainage, tokill thet parents and 
to eat them. In Innes to pay the fhot, by yielding their Children 
wives and daughters, to the pleafure ofthe hott: public brothel+ 
houfes of males: old men lending, their wives unto young : women 
common: an honour to women to:have accompanied with many 
men and to carry their locks in the hemmes of their garments : 
daughters to go with their privy parts uncovered, and married wo- 
men carefully to keep them covered: to leave the daughters to 
their pleafures,and being great with child to enforce an-obortin 
the fight and knowledge of all m2n; but marricd womermto keep 
themfelves.chaft and. faithfull to their husbands: women the firk 
night before they company with their husbands, to receive all the 
males of the eftate and profeflion of their husbands, invited to the 
marrage 













































































5- 
Examination 
and judgment. 





“y's obey and obferve the Lawes, cuftomes, 


marriage, and ever after to be faithful to their husband: young 
married women to prefent their virginity to their Prince, before 
they lic with their husbands ; marriages of males: women to g0 to 


swar with their husbands: to die and kill themfelves at the de- 


ceafe ofthcir husbands, or fhortly after ; to permit widows to mar- 
ry again, if their husbands die a violent death, and not otherwife: 
husbands to-be divorced from their wives without alledging any 
caufe: to fell them if they be barren, to killthem for no othercanfe 
but becaufe they are women, and afterwards to borrew women of 
others at their need : women tobe delivered without pain or fear: 
to kill their children becanfe they are not fair, well featured, or 
without caufe: at meat to wipe their fingers upon their privities 
and their feet: to live with mans flefh: to eatflefh and fith raws 
many men and women to lye together tothe number of ten or 
twelve: to falute one another by putting the finger to the ground, 
and afterwards lifting 1t towards heaven: to turnthe back when 
they falute, and never to look him in the face whoma man will ho- 
nour : totake into the hand the {pittle of the Prince: notto {peak 
to the King but at a peep-hole:in a mans whole life never to cut 
his hair nornails: to cut the hair on one fide, and nails of one 
hand, and not ofthe other: men to piffe fitting, womea ftanding: 
to make holes and pits in the flefh of the face, and the dugs, to hang 
rings and jewels in: to contemn death, to receive it withjoy, to 
fuctorit, to plead in publick for the honour thereof, as fora digni- 
tyand favour: to account it an honourable burial to be eaten with 
dogs,birds,to be boyled, cut in piecesand pounded, and their powder 
to be caft into their ordinary drink. 

When we cometo judge of thefe cuftoms, that 1s the complaint 
and the trouble: the vulgar fort and Pedants,are not troubled here- 

7ith, for every feditious rout condemneth as barbarous and beatt- 
ly whatfoever pleafeth not their palate, that isto fay, the common 
ufé and cuftom of their countrey. And ifa man fhall tell them, 
that others do {peak and judge the fame of ours, and are as much 
offended withours, as we with theirs; they cut a man fhort after 
their manner, terming them beaiis and barbarians, whichis alwaiés 
to faythe fame thing. A wife man is more advifed, as thall be faid; 
he maketh not fuch hatte to judge, for fear left he wrong his own 
judgement: and to fay the truth, there are many laws and cuftoms 
whichfeem at the firft view to be favage, inhumane, and contrary 
to all reafon, which if they were without paflion and foundly con- 
fidered 

















































aud Ceremonies of the Country, cc. 


fidered of, ifthey were not found to be altogether juft and good 
yet at the leaft they would not be without fome reafon and de- 
fence. Let us take amongft the reft for example the two firit 
which we have fpoken of, which feem to be both the ftrange ftand 
fartheft off trom the duty of piety : tokill their own parentsata 
certain age, and to eat them. They that havethis cuftome, doake 
it tobe a teftimony of piety and good affection , endeavouing 
thereby firft of mere piety to deliver their old Parents, not only 
unprofitable to themfelves and others, but burthenfome, languifh- 
ing, and leadinga painfuland troublefome life, and to place them 
in reft and eafe: afterwards giving them the moft. worthy and 
eommendable fepulchre, lodging inthemfelves and in their bow- 
els, the bodies and reliques of their Parents, in a manner reviving 
them again, and regenerating them bya kind of tranfmutation into 
their living fiefh, by the means of digeftion and nourifhment. 


Thefe reafons would not feem over-light to himthat is not poffeffed: 


with a contrary opinion: and it is an eafie matter to confider, 
what cruelty and abomination it:had been tothofe people, to fee 
their parents-before their own cyes tofufferfuch gricf and torment, 
and they not able to fuccour them, and afterwards to caft their 
fpoiles tothe corruption of the earth, to ftench and rottenncfS and 
the food of Worms,. which is the worft that can be done unto it. 
Darius made a tryal; asking fome Greeks, for wmbat they would be 
perfwaded to follow the cuftome of the Indians, in eating their dead 
fathers. Yowhom they anfwered, Tht they would not doit for any 
thingin the world. And on theother fide aflaying to. perfwade the 
Indians to burn the bodies of their dead Parents, as the Greeks did, 
it feemed to thema matter of ftich difficulty and horrour, as that 
they would never be drawn untoit. I will addeonly oneother, 
which concerneth only matter of decency and comilineffe, and is 
more light and more pleafant : One that. alwaies blew his nofe with 
his hand, being reprehended for incivility,in the defence of himfelf} 
asked what priviledge that filthy excrement had that aman muft 
afford it a fair handkerchief to receive; and afterwards carefully 


wrap and fold itup, which he thought was a matter of greater ~ 


loathfomnelS, than to caft it fromhim. Sothat wefce that forall 
things there may be found fome feeming reafon , and therefore we 
are. not fuddenly and lightly to condemn any thing. 

But who would believe how greatand imperious the authority 
ef cuftome is? Hethat faidit was another.nature did not fofici- 
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Levit, 28. 


Deut. 2s, 
2 Reg 12, 
3 Reg.2. 


Chrifaf. 
i Ambros, 
id Augu/t. 
; Is Apolog. 


Geni. 11.20. 


Exodus, 6. 


Tobey and obferve the Lawes, cuftomes, 


ently expreffeit 5 for it doth more than nature, it conquereth nature < 
for hence it is that the moft beautifull daughters of men draw not 
unto love their natural parents; no brethren, thought excellentin 
beauty, win not the love of their fifters. This kind of chaftity is 
not properly of nature, but of the ufe of laws, and cuftomes which 
forbid them, and make of incefta great finne, as we may fee in the 
fact not only of the children of Adam, where there was an en- 
forced neceflity , but of Abrabam and Nachor brethren; of Facob 
and Fudas Patriarchs, Amram the father of Mofés, and other ho- 
ly men: And it is the law of Mofes which forbad it in thefe firft 
degrees but it hath alfo fometimes difpenfed therewith, not only 
in the collateral line, and betwixt brothers, and their brothers wives 
which was a commandment, and not a difpenfation: and which 
is. more, between the natural brother and fifter of divers wombs; 
but alfo in the right line of alliance, that isto fay, of the fon with 
the mother in law; for in the right line of blood, it feemeth tobe 
altogether againft nature, notwithftanding the fact of the daugh- 
ters of Lot with their father, which neverthelefle was produced 
purely by nature, in that extreme apprehenfion, and fear of the end 
of humane kind, for which caufe they have been excufed by great 
and learned Dodfours. Now againft nature there is not any dif- 
penfation , if God the onely fuperiour thereunto give it not. Fi- 
nally, of cafual incefts and not voluntary the world is full, as Ter- 
tulian teacheth. Morcover, cuftome doth inforce the rules of na- 
ture, witneffe thofe Phyfitians who many times ieave the natural 
reafons of their Art by their own authority, as they that by cuffome 
do live and futtain their lives with poyfon, Spiders, Emmets, Ly- 
zards, Toads, which isa common practice amongft the people of the 
Welt Indies. It likewife dulleth our fenfes, witneffe they that live 
near the fall of the river Ni/ws, near clocks, armories, mills; and 
the whole world according to fome Philofophers, with the found 
of a heavenly king of mufick, & the continual and divers motions of 
the heavens dulleth our fenfes, that we hear not that which we hear. 
To conclude, (and it is the principal fruit thereof) it overcometh 
all difficulty, maketh'‘things eatie that feem impoflible, fweetneth 
allfowr; and therefore by the means hereof a man lives in all things 
content, but yet it maftereth our felves, our beliefs, our judgements, 
with a moft unjuft and tyrannical authority. It doeth and undoeth, 
authorifeth and dif-autherifeth whatfoever it pleafe , without 
rhythme or reafon, yet many times againft all reafon. It eftablith- 
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and Cercwonics of the Conntrey, ere. 


eth in the world againft reafon and judgment all the opinions, fré= 
ligions, beliefs, obfervances, manners, and {forts of life, moft phanta- 
ftical and rude, as before hath beenfaid. And contrarily, it wrong- 
fully degradeth, robbeth, beateth down in things that are truly great 
and admirable, their price and eftimation, and maketh them bafe 
and vile. 

Nil adeo magnum, nec tam mirabile quidquam 

Principio,quod nen cellent miriarier onenes 

Paulatim. 

Nine days a wonder snonght fo wonderful 

At firft 5 but time and frequencie will dull, 

And fo the Rainbow, Manna, Moon and Sun, 
Have not the fame re{pect, that firft was done, 

So that we feethat cuftomisa thing great and powerful. Plas 
having reprehended a youthfor playing at cob-nut, or cherry-pit, 
and receiving this anfwer from him; That he controlled him fora 
matter of; {mall moment, replyed; My child, cuftom is not a mat- 
ter of {mall moment. A {peech well worth the noting, for all fachas 
have youth to bring up. But it exercifeth its power with {0 abfolute 
authority, that thereis no ftriving againft it, neither is it lawful to 
reafon, or call into queftionthe ordinances thereof: it enchanteth 
usin fuch fert, that it maketh us believe, that what is without the 
bounds thereof, is without the bounds of reafon,and there is no- 
thing good and juft, but what it approveth; ratione non componimur 
Sed confuetudine abducimur : honeftins putamus quod Frequentins: retti 
apud nos locum tenet error, ubi- publicusfatius :We are not made by rea~ 
fin, but mifled by cuftom; we hold that moft hone, bit is mit ufed. 
' Errour bath placein us before Right. This is tolerable with idiots, and 
the vulgar fort, who wanting fufiiciency tolook into the depth of 
things, to try and to judge, do welltohold and fettle themfelves to 
that whichis commonly heldand received : but to wife men, who 
play another part, itis a bafe thing to fufferthemfelves to be carried 
with caftoms. 

Now the advice which There give unto him, that would be wife, 





ftoms which_he findeth eftablifhed in the Countrey where he is: and 
in like manner, to refpect and obey the Magiftrates, and all Superi- 
ours; but alwayes with a noble {pirit,and after a generous manner , 
and not fervilely, pedantically, fuperftitioufly » and withall, not ta- 
king offence, nor lightly condemning other ftrange Laws and Cit 

x {toms 


293 


» Senécs: 


Tew 
isto keep and obferve, bothin word and deed, the Lawes and Cu- 4% 4évise. 
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294 To obey ancl obferve the Laws cuftoms , 
ftomes, but freely and foundly judging and examining the one and 
the other, as hath been faid and not binding his judgement and be- 
lief, but unto reafon only. Hereof,a word or two. 

t. In the firft place, according to all the wifeft, the rule of rules,and 

Lows and the general Law of Laws is to tollow and obferve the Laws and Cu- 
Cxfisms are to ttomes of the Countrey where he is mois ewes rigur by 2019» xariy, 
dvebferved. avoiding carefully all fingularity, and ftrange extravagant particula- 
rity, different from thecommon and ordinary; for whatfoever it be, 

rtalwayes hurteth and woundeth another, is {ufpected of folly, hy- 

pocrifie, ambitious paffion, though perhaps it proceed froma fick 

and weak foul. Non coaturbabtit {aptens publicos mores, nce populum it 

fe novitate vite converttt. He that is. wife, will not leck to alier the man- 

ners of the people, neither pull men upon bim with bis tnnnovations. We 

mutt alwayes walk nnder the covert of the Laws, Cuftoms, Superi- 

ours without difputation or tergiverfation, without undertaking 

fometimes to.d:(pence with the Laws, fometimes like a frugal fer- 

. vant, to enhance the price. ai 

Mor fy tir. But that it be (which isthe fecond rule) out of a good minde, 
juftica and yeand after, a good manner, nobly and wifcly, neither for the love nor 
quity. fear of them, nor for. the juftice or equity that isin them, nor for fear 
ef that punifhment that may follow for not obeying them: tobe 

brief, not of fuperftition, nor conftrained, ferupulous, feartul fervi- 

tude, Eadeus que pepulus, fed non evden modo, nec codem propofite fa- 

sietfapiens: A wife man that doth thofe things that otber wen do, but not in 

that fafbion, nor te ibe fame end, but freely and fimply for publick re- 

verence, and for their authority. Lawsand Cuftoms are maintained 

in credit, not becaufe they.are juftand good, but becaufe they are 

Lawsand Cultcms: thisis the myftical foundation of their autho- 

rity, they. have no others and fo is ic with Superiours, becaufe they 

are Superiours: Quia fupra cathedram fedent :Becanfe they fit in the 

Chair of Authority, not beeaufe they are virtuous and honefi: cue 

ih facinnt,nolite facere : what they. do, donot you. He that obcyeththem 
Di for any other caufe, ebeyeth them not becaute he fhould 5 this is 
Wee ce aneviland a dangerous fubject, it is not true bedience,which muft 
Mi bepure and fimple. WUxde wocatur depofitio difcretionis mera execn- 
(ae tio, abuegatio fuisFrom whence it isnamed, a putting off of bis own 
ii reason, amere okediense in theexecution,and a denying of bimfelf. Now 
ri togo aboutto meafure our obedience by the julticeand goodnefs of 
Laws and Superiours, were by {ubmitting them to theirjudgment, 
toterye them) with procefs, and to call our ovedience into ane 
and. 
































and Ceremonies of the Countrey, chee, 


and difputation ; and confequently, the State and Policy , accor 
ding to the inconftancy and diverfity of judgements. How many 
unjuft and ftrange Laws are there in theworld, not only in the par- 
ticular judgements of men, but of univerfal reafon wherewith the 
World hath lived a long time in continual peace and reft, with as 
great fatisfaction, as if they had been very juft and reafonable? And 
he that fhould go about to change or mend them, would be account- 
ed an enemy to the Weal-publick, and never be admitted: The 
nature of man doth accommodate it felfto all with the times, and 
having once caught his fifh, itis anact of hoftility, to go about toal- 
ter any thing: we muftleave the world where itis; thefe trouble- 
houfes, and new-fangled fpirits, under a, pretext of reformatiog 
marre all. 


Allchange and alteration of Laws, Beliefs, Cuftomes, and obfer- Aco Feuea- 


vances, is very dangerous, and yicldeth alwayes more evil then 
good ; it bringeth with it, certain and prefent evils, fora good that 
is uncertain and to come. Innovators have alwayes glorious and 
plaufible Titles, but they are but the more fulpected, and they can 
not efcape the note of ambitious prefumption, in that they think to 
fee more cleerly then others, and that to eftablith their opinions, 
the State, Policy, Peace, and publick quict, muft be turned topfie 
turvy. 

i will not fay for all this that hath been {aid before, that we mutt 


ar. 
abfolutely obey all Laws, all Commandments of Superiours: for Strange singe 
are wor lightly 


€o be condemn’ d 


fuch as a man knoweth evidently to be either againft God or na- 
ture, he is mot to obcy, and yct notto rebel and trouble the State; 
how he fhould govern him(felf in fuch a cafe, fhall be taught here- 
after, in the obedience due unto Princes : for to fay the truth, this 
inconvenience and infelicity, is rather, and more common in the 
commandments of Princes, then in the Laws: neither is it fuffici- 
ent to obey the Laws and Superiours, becaufe of their worth and 
merit, nor-fervilely and for fear, asthe common and prophane fort 
do; but a-wife man doth nothing by force or fear; Soli boc fapienst 
contingit, ut nil facia? invites; retia fequitur, gaudet officio: This is 
only incident to wife men, that they de nothing by conftraint 5 they follow 
the right, and perform their duty: he doth that which he fhould, and 
keeps the Laws, not for fear of them, but for the love of himfelf,being 
jealous of his duty 5 he hath not so do with the Laws, to 
do well ; that is*that wherein he differeth from the common 

X 2 fort, 
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to obey dnd obferve the Laws cuftoms,ce. 


fert, who cannot do well, nor know what they ought to do, with- 
out Laws; At juto et {xpienti non eft lex. pefita: The Law was not 
ordained for the jut and righteous. By right a wife man is abovethe 
Laws, but, in outward and publick effi ct, he is their voluntary and 
free obedient iubject. In the third place therefore, it is an act of 
lightnefs, and injurious prelumption s yea, a teltimony of weaknets 
and infuficiency ; tocondemn that which agrecth not withthe law 
and cultom of his Countrey.. This proceedeth either from want of, 
leafure, or fufhciency to. contider the reafonsand grounds of others 
this is to. wrong, and fhame his own judg. ment, whereby heis en- 
forced. many times torecant; and not to remember, that the nature 
of man is aapable of all things; It is tofuter the eye of hisfpirit to 
be hood-winked, and brought afleep by a long cuftome, and pre- 

{cription to have power over judgement. 
re Finally, it is. the office of a generous and a wife man (whom 
Wifely so exa- J here endeavour to defcribe) to examine all things, to contider a- 
mine all things bore, and afterwards. to compare together, all the Laws and cu- 
{toms of the World, which fhall come to his knowledge, and to 
judge of them (not to rule his obedience by them, as hath been faid, 
. but to exercife his office, fince he- hath a {pirit to that end ).taith- 
ii fully and without paflion, according to the rule of truth and univer- 
| fal reafon, and natures whereunto he is firft obliged, not fattering 
} himfelf, or faining, his judgement with errour: and to content him- 
Hy He {elf to. yield obedience unto thofe, whereunto he is fecondly and 
| particularly bound, whereby none fhall have caufe to complain of 
him. Yt may fall our fometimes, that we may dothat, by a fecond 
particular, and municipal obligation (obeying the Laws and cu- 
ftoms of the Country.) which is againit the frit and moreancient, 
that isto fay, univerfal nature and reafon;- but yet. we fatishe nature 
by keeping our judgements and, opinions-true and juft according to 
it. For we have nothing {fo much ours, and whercof we may frecly 
difpofe ; the World hath noching to do with our thoughts, but the 
outward man is. engaged to the publick cousfe of the World, and 
moult give an account thereof, fo that many times, we,dojultly. that, 
which jultly we approve not.. There is.no cemedy, for foizoes. the 

World, 

ey 2, After thefe two Miftreffes, Law and. Cuttom, comes the third, 
| of Ceremonies. which hath no leffe authority and power with many; yea, is more 
rough-and tyrannical to thofe that too much tie them{elves there- 
unto. Thisisthe ceremony of the:world,which to fay the truth, is for 
the 
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To carry himfelf well with another: 


the moft part but vanity, yet holJetl fuch place, and uftirpeth fach 
authority , by the remifnefs and contagious corruption of the 
world, that many think that. wifdom confilteth in the obfervation 
thereof and in fuch fort do voluntarily enthral themfelves theree 
unto. that rather then they will contradi& it, they prejudice their 
health, benefit, bufineffe, liberty, confcience and all; which isa ve- 
ry great folly, and the fault and infelicity of many Courtiers, who 
above others are the idolaters of Ceremony. Now my will is that 
this my. wife man, doe carefully defend bimfelf from this captivity 5 
{ do not mean, that out ofa kind ofloofe incivility, he abufe a ce- 
remony, for we muft forgive the world in fomething, and as much 
as may be outwardly conform our {elves to that which isin practice 5 
bur my will is, that be. tie not, aud inthral himfclfthereunto, but 
that with a gallantand generous beldneffe he know how to leave it 
when he will, and whenit is ht,and in fuch manner,as that he give 
all men to know, that. it. is not out of carelefneffe, or delicacy, or 
ignorance, or contempt, but becaufe he would not feem ignorant 


how to efteem of it as is ht, nor fuffer his judgement and will to. 
be corrupted with fuch a vanity; and that heiendeth himfelfto the . 


world when it. pleafeth him, but never giveth himfelt., 


GHAP: Ix? 
Fo carry him felf well with another. - 


His matter belongeth to the virtue of juftice, which teacheti' 


_ how to live well with all, and-to give to every one that which 
apperraineth unto him, which fhall be handled inthe book follow- 
‘ing, where fhall be,fet down the particular and divers opinions ac- 
cording to,the diverlity of perfons. Here are.only the. generals 
fol'owing the purpofe and fubject of this. book, 

There is here a twofold confideration (and confequently twa 
parts in this Chapter) according to the two manners of converhuog 
with the world, the one is fimaple, general and common, the ordi- 
nary commerfe of the world, whercunto the times, the affairs, the 
voyages, and encounters do daily lead, and change acquaintance 
from thofe we know, to thefe we know not, ftrangers, without 
our choice, or voluntary confents :. the other f{pecial is inaffectcd 
and defired company and acquaintance, cither fought after and 
chofen, or being offered and prefented, hath been embraced 3, and that 
either for {piritual or corporal, profit or pleafure, wherein there is 
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> Yo carty bimfelfwell with another. 


conference, communication, privity, and familiarity: cach of them 
have their advifements apart.-But before we ‘enter into them, it 
| fhall not be amiffe by way of preface, to give you fome general and 
| » fandamental advife of all the reft. 
| 2, It is a great vice (whereof this our wife man muft take heed) and 
Facility and _a-defe& inconvenient both to himfelf and toanother, to be bound 
pry f and fubje& to certain humors and complexions to one only courfe 
jfk that is, tobe a flave to himfelf, fo to be captivated to his proper 
inclinations, that he cannot be bent toany other , a teftimony of an 
anxious {crupulous mind , and ill breed, too amorous , and too par- 
. tial to it felf. Thefe kind of people have much to endure and to 
conteft: and contrariwife it is a great fufhciency and wifdome to 
accommodate himfelf to all. Ttud eft fapere qui ubicunque opis fit 
animum poffis fleciere: It is wifdome to frame the mind, as occafion 
» foall (ill require. To be fapple and manaible, to know how to rife 
and fall, to bring himfelfinto order, when there is need. The fair- 
eft minds, and the beft born, are the more univerfal, the more com- 
mon, appliable to all underftandings, communicative and open to 
all people. It isa beautifull quality, which refembleth and imitateth 
| the’ goodnefs of God, it is the honour which was given to old Cz- 
I 20. Huic verfatile ingenium, fic pariter et omnia fuit, ut natum adid ununs 
dliceres, quodcunque ageret Whofe mind was aptfor all things, which 
‘, generally was {uch, as whatfoever be did, he was fatd to be born to the fame 
| purpofe. 
4. Let us fee the advifements of the firft confideration, ofthe fimple 
he firf parts and common converfation, I will here fet down fome, whereof the 
ie sige oes , firlt thall be, to keep filence and modefty. 
" Sines Ci fecond, not to be over-formal, in not applying himfelf to the 


Wy i common-¢ow- 2 a ae , d : . , 
eerfation, follies, indifcretion, and lightnefs , which may be committed in 





5" his prefence : for it is an indifcretion to condemn all that pleafeth 
not our palat. 
4b. The third, to pare, and thriftily to order that which a man 


Hi knoweth, and that fufficiency that he hath attained, and to be more 

i willing to hear than to fpeak, tolearn than to teach: for itis a vice 
hh | to be more ready and forward to make himfelf known, to talk of 
a himfelf, and to fhew all thatis in him, than to learn knowledge of 
Wy | another ; and to {pend his own fiock than to get new. 

he i! 7 £ The fourth, not to enter into difcourfeand conteftation againft 
| | all, neither againft great mento whom we owe a duty and reipect, 
UE nor againg our inferiours, where the match is not equal. 
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To carry himfelf well with another. 

The fifth, to be honettly curious in the enquiry of all things, and 
knowing them, to order them frugally, to make profit-by them. 

The fixth and principal is, to employ his.judgement in all things; 
which is the chief part. which worketh, ruleth and doth all : with- 
out the undertiandi g all other things are blind, deaf, and without 
afoul, itis leattto know the hiltory, the judgement is all. 


The feventh is never to {peak afhrmatively, and imperioufly, with | 


obftinacy and refolution 5 That hurteth and woundeth all. 
Peremptory affirmation and obttinacy in opinion, are ordinary 
figns offenilef{nefs and ignorance. The fiyle of the ancient Romans 
was, that the witneffes difpofing, and the Judges determining that 
which of their own proper knowledge they knew to be true, they 
exprefled their mind by this word, Ie feemeth (Ita videtwr.) And 
if thefe did thus, what fhould others do? It were good to learn 
to ufe fuch words.as may{wecten and moderate the temerity of our 
propofitionss as, It may be, It is faid, I think, It feemeth, and 


1® ° 


the like; and in anfwering, I underftand it not, - What is that to 
fay? It may be, {¢ is true. I will fhatupthis general part inthefe The conclu 


few words: To have the countenance and the outward thew open 
and agreeable to all, his mind and thought covered and hid from 
all, his tongue fober and difcreet, alwayes to keep himfelf to him- 
felf, and to ftand on his guard, froms aperta, lingua parca, mens clau- 
fa, rulli fidere : His face opens bts tongue filent, lis mind fecret, aitd to trult 


fits 


none: to fee and hear much, tofpeak little, to judge ofall, Vide, audi, - 


judica. 


Let us come to the other confideration, and kind of converfation . 
more {pecial, whereof the initruGions are thefe- The firft is to feek, rhefecond 
‘to conter, and. converfe, with men of conftancy.and dexterity; for part. 


thereby the mind is confirmed and fortificd, andiris elevated above 
it felt, as with bafe and weak {pirits it is debafed, and utterly loft; 
the contagion herein is, as in the body, and alfo more. 

The fecond_is, not to be aftonifhed at the opinions of another 3 
for how contrary foever the common fort, how ftrange, how 
frivolous or extravagant they feem, yet they are fuitable to the fpi- 


IT, 


Of [pecial COM> 
verfation. 


T2s 


rit Of man, which is capable to produce all things, and therefore it . 


is weaknefS to beaftonifhed at them. 


The third is, not¢o fear orto be troubled with the rude incivilis ; 


ty and bitter {peéches of men, wh<ereunto he muit harden and ac- 
cuftome himfelt. Gallant men bare them with courage, this tender- 
ne{S, and fearful and ceremonious -mildnefs, is for women. This 
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To carry himfelf well with another. 


fociety and familiarity muft be valiant and manly, it muftbecou- 
ragious both-to give hard {peeches, and to endure them, to correét 
and to be corrected. It is a fading pleafure, to have todo witha 
people that yeild, flatter, and applaud a man in all things. 

The: fourth is, to aim alwaies at the truth, to acknowledge it, 
ingenioufly and chearfully to yeild untoit, of what fide foever it be, 
uling alwaies and in all things fincerity, and not as many, efpecial- 
ly pedanties, by right or by wrong to defend himfelf and to quell 
his adverfary. It is.a fairer victory to range himfelf according to 
reafon, and to vanquith himfelf, then to overcome his adverlary, 
whereunto his own weeknefs doth many times help, being far from 
all paflion. To acknowledge his fault, to confeffe his doubt and 
ignorance, to yeild when there is occafion, are acts of judgement, 
gentlenefle, and fincerity, which are the principal qualities “of 
an honeft and wife man; whereas obftinacy in#pinion accufetha 
man of many vices and imperfections. 

The fifth is, in difputation not to employ all the medium’s that a 
man may have, but {uch as are beft and fitteft, that are more pertinent 
and prefling, and that with brevity; for evenina good caufe a man 
may fay too much: for long difcourfes, amplifications, and repetiti- 
ons, are a teftimony of oftentation, of a defire to fpeak, and tedious 
to the whole company. 

The fixth and pringipal is, in all things to keep a form, order 
and aptneffe. O what a troublefome thing it is to difpute and 
conferre with a fool, a trifler, that uttereth nothing but matter im- 
pertinent to the matter! It isthe only juft excufe to cut offallcon- 
.ference: for what can a man gain but torment, that knows not 
how, nor what tofpeak as he fhould? Not to underftand the ar- 
gument that is made to wed himfelfto his own opinion, not to an- 
{wer directly, to tie himfelf to words, and to leave the principal, 
to mingle and trouble the conference with vain amplifications, to 
denie all, not to follow the form of difputation, toute unprofitable 
prefaces and digreflions, to be ob(ftinate in opinion, and to mouth it 
Out, to tie himfelf to forms, and never to dive into the bottome 3 
are things that are ordinarily practifed by pedanties and Sophifters. 
See here how wifdome is difcerned from folly; this is prefumptu- 
ous, raw, obitinate, abfurd, that never fatisheth it felf, is fearfull, 
advifed, modeft: this pleafeth it felf, goes forth of the lifts merily 
and glorioufly, as having wonne the vittory, when itnever caine 


neer it. 
The 








































Tocarry bimfelfwifely in his affairs. 

The feventh,If there be a place of contradiction, he mut take heed 
that he be not bold, obftinate, bitter; for cither of thefe three 
makes it unwelcome, and doth more hurt himfelf, them another. 
That it may winne good entertainment of the company, it muf 
arife from that very hour of the controverfie that it handled, 
from the prefent occafion, and not from elfewhere, not from any 
former precedent ground; neither muft it touch the perfon, bue 
the matter oncly, with fome commendation of the perfonifthere 


be: caufe. 


CHAP. X. 
To carry bimfelf wifely in bis affairs. 


His doth properly belong, to the virtue of prudence, whereof we 

fhall fpeak in the beginning of the book following, where 
fall be fet down in particular divers councels and advifements ac- 
cording to the divers kinds of prudence and occurrents in our af- 
fairs. But 1 will here fet down the principal points and heads of 
wifdome, which are general and common advifements, to inftrud 
in groffe our difciple, to carry himfelf well and wifely in the trafick 
and commerce of the world, and the managing ofall affairs; and 
they are eight. 

The firft confifteth in underftanding, that is, well toknow the 
perfons with whom a man hath to deal, their proper and particular 
‘nature, their humour, their fpirit, inclination, defignment, and in- 
tention, their proceedings:to know likewife the nature of the bu- 
Gnefle which he hathin hand, and which is propofed unto him, not 
onely in their fuperficial and outward appearance, but to penetrate 
into the infide thereof; not onely to fee and know things in them- 
felves, but the accidents and confequents that belong thereunto. 
The better to dothis, he muttlook into them with all manner of vi- 
fages, confider them in all fenfes; for there are fome that on one 
Gde are very precious or pleafing, and on the other, bafe and 
pernicious. Now it is certain,that according to the divers natures of 
the perfons and affairs, we muft change our ftyle and manner of pro- 
ceeding, like a Sea-man, who according to the divers ftate of the fea, 
and the diverfity ofthe winds, doth diverfly turn and guide his fails 
and his oars. For he that in all things fhall direct and carry himfclf 
after one and the fame fathion, would quickly marre all, play the 


Cyt 


fool, and make himfelf ridiculous. Now this twofold knowledge 
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and affairs. 
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Tocarry himfelf wifelyin his affairs, 
ef the perfons and affairs is no eafie matter, fo much is man dif. 
Suifed and counterfeited; but the way to attain thereunto, is, to 
Confider them attentively and advifedly, refolving them Many times 
in our mindes, and that w.thout paffion, 

We muit likewife learn to clteem of things according to their 


‘Ffimasion of truc worth, giving unto them that price and place which appertain- 


eth unto them, which is the true office of wifdome and fufiiciency. 
This is a high poine of Philofophy, but the better to attain there- 
unto, we mult take heed of paflion, and the judgement of the vul- 
gar fort. There are fix or {even things which move and lead vul- 
gar fpirits, and make them to efteem of things by falfe enligns, 
whereof wife men will take heed ;. which are, novelty, rarity, 
firangeneffe, difficulty, Art, inveation, abfence, and privation, or 
denyal, and above all, report, fhew and provifion. They efteem 
not of things if they be not polifhed by art and {cience, it they be 
not pointed and painted out. The .fimple and natural, of what 
value foever they be, they attend not; they efcapeand drop away 
infentibly, or at leaft are accounted plain, bafe, and foolith, a great 
teftimony of humane vanity and imbecility, which is paid with 
wind, with falfe and counterfeit. money, inftead of currant; from 
whence it is, that a man preferreth art before nature, that which 
is ftudicd and difficult, before that which is eafie; vehement mo- 
tions and impulfions, before complexion, conftitution , habit, the 
extraordinary before the ordinary 3 oltentation and pomp before 
true and fecret verity; another mans, and that which is {trange, 
which is borrowed, before that whichis proper and natural. And 
what greater folly can there be thanall this? Now therule ofthe 
wife is, not to futfer themfelves by all this, tobe caught and car- 
ried, but to meafure and judge and efteem of things, firft by there 
true, natural, and cffential value, whichis many times inward and 
fecret, and then by their profit and commodity; the reft is but 
deceit or mockery. This is a matter of difficulty, all things be- 
ing fo difguifed and fophifticated : many times the filfe and 
wicked being more plaufible, than the true and good. And Ariffotle 
faith, That there are many falfhoods, which are more probable, and 
have a better outward appearance, than veritics. Butas itis dife 
ficult, fo is it excellent and divine. Si {eparaveris preciofuma vili, 
quasi os meum eris : Ifthou wilt feparate the precious from thofe things 
that are bafe and vile, thou (halt be as it were my mouth: And neceflary 
before all works quam ngceffarinw precia rebus imponere ¢ bow necef- 
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Tocarry himfelfwifely in his affairs: 
fary ts it to pur a price upon things ? for to {mall purpofe doth a mam 
endeavour to know the precepts ofa good life, iffhirit he know not 

in what rank to place things; riches, health, beauty, nobility, fcience, 

and fo forth, with their contraries. This-precedency and prehemi- rows bows 
nence of things, is a high and excellent knowledge, and yet diffi- cometh she 
cult; efpecially when many prefent themfelves: for plurality hin- kwowledge of 
dereth, and herein men are never of one accord. The particular taftes *#S* 

and judgements of men are divers, anditis ft and commodiousi¢ 

fhould be fo, to the end that allrun not together after one and the 

fame thing, and fo be a let or hindrance to another. For example Eight prits- 
let us take the cight principal heads of all goods {piritual and cor- pal beads of 
poral, four of each kind, that is to fay, Honefty, Health, Wifdome, goods [pirituad 
Beauty, Ability or Aptne{s, Nobility , Science, Riches. We do here aud corporat. 
take the words according tothe common fenfe andufe; wifdome 

for a prudent and difcreet manner oflife and carriage with and to- 

wards all; Ability for fufficiency of affairs; Science for the know- 

ledge of things acquired out of Books: the other are clear enough. 

Wow touching the ranging of thefe eight, how many divers opini- 

ons are there? Ihave told my own, and I have mingled, and im 

fuch fort-interlaced them together, that after and next unto a {piri- 

tual, there is a corporal correfpondent thereunto, to the end we 

may couple the foul and body together. Health is in the body, 

that which honefty is in the foul; the health of the foul, is the ho- 

nefty of the body: Mens fana in corpore fano: A perfect mind in « 

found bedy: Beauty, is as Wifdome, the meafure, proportion, and ~ 
cometinefs of the body; and wifdomea f{piritual beauty. Nobility 

_3s a great aptnefs and difpofition to virtue. Sciences are the riches 

of the fpirit. Others do range thefe parts otherwife, fome place 

all the {piritual firft, before they come tothe firft corporal, and the 

leaft of the fpirit above the greateft of the body : fome place them 

apart, and all diverfly, every one aboundeth in his own fenfe. 

After and from this fufficiency and part of prudence, to know x 
well how to eftecm of things, doth fpring and rife another, that is, Choice and e- 
to know well how to choofe, where not only the confcience, but 4" of 
alfo the fufficiency and prudence is likewife many times fhewed. pings. 
There are choices very cafie, as of a difficulty, and of a vice, of that 
which is honeft, andthat which is commodions, of daty and of pro- 
fit: for the preheminence of the oneis fo great above the other, that 
when they come to encounter, honefty alwaies winneth the field, 
except (it may be) fome exception very rare,and with great circum- 
fta;.ce, 
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Tocarry himfelf wifelyin his affairs. 
fiance, and in publick affairs onely, as fhall be (aid hereafter in the 
virtue of Prudence : but there are other choices far more hard and: 
troublefome, as when a man is caught and driven intoa narrow 
firait b-tween two vices, as was that Doctor, Origen, either to be- 
come an Idolater, orto proftitute himfelt to the carnal pleafures of 
a bafe impure Ethiopian, The rule is, that when.a man. findeth 
himfelf in any doubt or perplexity, touching the choife of thofe 
things that are not evil, he mu‘t choofe that part that hath moft ho- 
nefty and jultice in it : for though ic fallout otherwife than well, 
yet it fhall be alwaies fome comfort and glory to aman, to have 
chofen the better; and befides,a man knoweth not Cif he had cho- 
fen the contrary parc) what would have hapened, or whether he 
had efcaped his deftiay:.when a man doubteth whichis the better 
and fhorteft. way, he muft take the firaighceft. And in thofe things 
that are evil, (whercof thereis never any choice) a man muft avoid 
the more bafe and unjuft ; thisisa rule of con{cience, and belongeth 
to honefty. But to know which is the more honett, jult, and profi- 
table; which the more difhonett, unjult, and unprofitable ; it is many 
times very dificult, and belongeth to prudence and ufficiency. It 
feemeth that in {uch like ftraits and extremities, the {urer and better 
way is to follow Nature, and to judge that the more jult and ho- 
neft, which cometh neareit unto nature, that the more unjatt aid 
difhoneft which is fartheft from it. Before we leave this difcourfe 
of the choice and election of things, intwo words Jet us remove 
this queftion: From whence, cometh in our fouls the choice of two 
indifferent things in all things alike? The Stoicks fay, from an ex- 
traordinary, immoderate, ftrange, and rath operation of the foul, 
But aman may fay, That never do two things prefent themfelves 
unto us, wherein there is not fome difference or other, be it never fo 
little; and that thereis alwaies fomething in the one,which moveth 
ws to that choice, although it be unfenfible, and fitchas we cannot 
expreffe. He that is equally ballanced betwixt two defires, can 
never choofe; for every choice.and inclination doth inferre an ine- 
quality: ; 

Another precept in this matter, is. totake advice and counfel of 
another; for, for a man to believe himfelf, and to tru onely in 
himfelf, is very dangerous. Now here are required two.ad vertife- 
ments of Prudence, the one is in the choice of thofe, to whom a 
man muft addrefle himfelf-for counfel; for there are fome whofe 
eounfel we fhould rather avoid, and fly from. Firlt, they mnft be 
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Focarry himfelf wifely in his affairs. BO 
honeft and faithful men (which ‘is here all one): and fecondly, men 
fentible, advited, wile, and of experience. Thefe are therwo quali- 
tiesof good countcilors, honetty, and fufficiency. ‘A’man may.add a 
third, and chat is, That neither they, not thejr nearett; and inward 
friends, have any particular intereft in the butiacts : for althougha 
man may fay, that this cannot hinder them to give good countel, be~ 
ing, as it isfaid, honeft men: yet I may anfwer, that belides that this 
fo great and philolophical honetty, which is no way touched with 
its own proper interett, be very rare; itisalfo a great point of tolly, 

-to bring it iato doubt and anxiety,and asit were to put the finger 
betwixt two ftones. The other advertifement, iswellto hear and 
eutercain the countels, recciving them without attending the event 
with judgement and gentlenc{s, delighting in the free delivery of 
the truth. Havirg enctertaines and tollowed itas good, and com- 
ing froma good hand anda triend!y, he mutt not repent himfclt of 
ic, although it fucceed not well, and according to exfpeCtation. Ma- 
ny times gcod countels-have bad events. But a wife man mult rather 
coutent himfelf to have followed good coanfel, which bath broughe 
forth bad ettects, then bad counfel, which hath hada happy event, 
as. Marins: Sic corrcéls Manit temeritas gloriam ex cw'pa invents : 
So. the rafbuel(s and temerity of Marins, received glory and honour, even 
frombisfaults: and not todo like fools, who having: advifedly  de- 
liberated.and chofen, think afterwards tohave chofen the worfe, be- 


-cauleé they weigh only the reafons of the coatrary opinion , never Lib. 3. cap.2-- 


counterpoifing. them with thofe which frft induced them thereun- 2'-!7 
to. Thus much briefly-be faid ofthofe that feek counfel*: of thofe 

that giveit, we fhallipeak in the. virtue of Prudence, whercof the 
‘countel is.a great andfuficient part, , 

‘Phe htth advice which I here gives to carry himfelf, well in his ae Bs 
affairs; isa temperature and mediocritybetwixt two greata c uh- Bistotae {oor 
dencevand diftrutt, fearvandaflurance. . To trultand fecure himfelf, 7 ame, 
doth many times hurty and to diltrust, oftendeth she mult take {pe- 
cial heed of making any thew of ditirult, even whencthereis cautcs 
for it difpleafeth, yea, offendeth much,.and many times maketh a 
friend an. enemy. © But yetsa man is not to be ayer-credulous,and 
confident, exceptit be ofhis belt aflured friends; he mult alwayes 
keep the*bridle in hiwhands,bolding it neither too loofe, nor too 
ftraits He muftnever {peak all, and let that which he fpeaketh be e- 
vertine. He muft never deceive, but yet let him take -beed he be 

“not deceived. He mult.ever teraper ‘and moderate that columbisie 
' IOs, 








and affurance, . 




































































































“Tocarry himfelf wifelyin-bis affairs. 
» imnocency and fimplicity, in not offending any man with his f{er- 
. pentine wifdom. and fubtilty, and keeping himfelf upon his guard 
and preferving himfelf from the déceits, treafons, and ambufhments 
of another. Subtilty to defend is as commendable, as itis dithoneft to 
offend, He muft.never thercfore advance and engage hinafelf fo far 
but that he have alwayes a mean when he will, ah when i¢ fhall be 
neceflary to retire himfelf without great damage or diilike. He 
muft never forfake hisown hold, nor fo much defpife another, and 
_prefume of himfelf, that he fall into akind of prefumption and care- 
lefnefs of his affairs, like thofe that think that no man fees {0 clear as 
. themfelves, that look that every man fhould yield unto them, that 
-noman fhould dare to entertaina thought to difpleafe them 3 and 
by chat meanes become diffolute, and catt.away care, and in theend, 

6 they are blinded, furprifed, and deceived. 
a babe time . Another advice and very important, is to take all things in their 
“and oceafion, timesand feafons, and to good purpofe, and for that caufe, he mutt 
Againft precipi- above all things avoid precipitation, an enemy to wifdom, the ftep- 
pig mother to all good actions, a vice much to be fearedin young and 
Aden. youthful. people. It is in truth the work of a skilful and ative man, 
to apply every thing tohis true end, well to manage all occafions 
and commodities , to.make ufe both of the times and the meanes. 
All things have their feafons, and even the good whicha man may 
do witheut purpofe. Now too much {peed and precipitation is 
contrary hereunto, which troubleth, marreth, and confoundeth all : 
Canis feftinans cecos parit catulos: A forward Bitch bringeth» forth 
blind Whelps ¥t proceedeth commonly from that paffion which car- 
rieth us Nam qui cupit, feftinat: qui fetinat, evertit : undefeftina- 
tiie 8 0 eae sio improvida & cata: duo adverfifima rele menti, celeritas & ira: 
: Mugs For who fo defires, doth haften; who hafteth, deftroyeth , baftine/s shere- 
. fore is improvident and blind: baftinefs and anger, are two of she 
greateft adverfaries to a difcreet miade: and often enough, from infuf- 
a ficiency. The contrary vice, lazinefS, floth, carelefnefs which feem- 
ae eth fometimes to have fome air of maturity and wifdom, is likewife 
mite to pernicions and dangerous, efpecially in the execution. For it isfaid , 
That itis lawful to be flow and long in deliberation and confultati- 
or, bat not in the execution; and therefore the wifeltfay, that a 
Hi | man muk confult flowly, execute fpeedily, delibesate with leifure , 
and with {peed accommplifh. It falleth out fometimes, that the 
contrary is pratifed with good fuccefs, and thataman is happy in 
the event, though he have been fudden and sath an his delibe- 
ravon, 


=e 





Tocarry himfelf wifely in bis affairs. 


vation 5 Subiti confiliis, eventu felices : Sudden counfas, happy events. But | 


this is very feldom, and by chance or fortune, according to which 
we mult not rule and direct our felves, but take heed, leftenvy and 
emulation overtake us, tor commonly, a long and unprofitable re- 
pentance, is the reward of headlong haltinefs. Behold then two 
Rocks and extremities which we mutt equally avoid for itis as great 


a fault to take occafions before they be ready, whileft they be green. 


and raw, as to fatter them to grow till they be Over-ripe, and palt 
the taking. The tirit fault, young men, and forward hot-fpurs com-. 
mit, who for want of patience, giveno leifure to time and the Hea- 
vens to do any thing for them; they run, but they catch nothing : 
The fecond, heavy, latte, and dull-{pirited men do commonly fall 
into. To know the occafion, and to take it, aman mutt know his 
{pirit valiant and vigilant. and likewife patient: he mult forefee it 
watch, attend it, fee it comming, and prepare for it, and fo take it 
jut at chat inftant when it is ready. 

The feventh advice is, welltocarry himfelf with thefe two Ma- 
fers, and Superintendents of the affairs of the World, whichare in- 
duftry or vertue, and Fortune, It is an ancient queftion, which of 
thefe two-hath the moft credit, force, and authority : foritis out of | 
all doubt, that both have; and itis clearly falfe, that one only doth . 
all, and the other nothing : It were perhaps to be withed, thac it 
were true, and that one only had the whole Empire, the butincls . 
would go the better, a man would wholly attend.that, whereby it. 
would be the more eafie; the difficulty is toyoyn them together, , 
and to attend them both. Commonly, they that fettle themfelves 
unto ‘the one, contemn the others, the younger and bolder fort, re 
fpect and truft to fortune, hoping much gvod from it, and many 
times by them it worketh great matters, infomuch, that it feems . 
to favour them; the tore ancient and ttaid, truit to their indattry ; 
and thefe.of the two, have the more reafon. It we fhould campare 
them, and chufe one of the two, induftry is the more honett, the. 
more certain, glorious; for though fortune be contrary to it, and 
fhall make all induftry and diligence vain, yet neverthelc fle, there 
remaineth great contentment,.in that a maw hath not kepr holy 
day, hath performed bis office or duty, hath carried himfelthikea 
man of courage. They that follow the other part,areind .nger to 
attend in vain, and though perhaps, things fiurcceed according to their 
own defires, yet they want that honour and glory that theformer 
hath. Now the advice of wifdom, is not wholly, and fo muchto 
f ttle 
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Induftry ane « 


Fortune, 
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To heep himfelf alwayes ready 
fettle our felves to the one, that we contemn, and exclude theotHer; 
for they have both a good part, yea many times they help, and do 
mutually attend one the o-her, A wife man then, mult carry him- 
felf with them both, but yet unequally, for theadvantage and prehe- 
minence muft be given, as hath been {aid to virtue, induttry Virtue 
cuce, cm'te fortuna: Virine the guide, fortune the companion, thefol- 
l wir. This advice likewife , is required to keep difcretion 5 which 
feafoneth, and giveth a tafte or relithto all, things : chisisnot a par- 
ticular:quality, but common, whic mingleth itfelfinalls Indifere- 
tion marreth all, and taketh away the grace from the beft actions, 
whether it be to do good to anocher, for all gratifications are not 
well beftowed upon all forts of peoples or-to excufe himfelf, for in- 
confiderate excufcs ferve for acculationss or to play the part ofan 
honeft and courteous ‘man, for a man may exceediand degenerate 
into rufticity 5 or whether it be to offer, orto accept. 


CHAP, XI. ; 
To keep himfelf alwayes ready for death, a fruit 


of wifdome. 


He day of death is the mafter-day, & Judge of all other dayes, 
the tryal and touch-ftone of all the actions of our life. Then de 
we make our greateft aflay, & gather the whole fruit ofall our 

ftudies. He that judgeth ofthe life of a man, muft look how hecar- 
rieth himfelf. at his death: for the end crowneth the work, anda 
good death honoureth a mans whole I¥fe, as anevildefameth and 
difhonoureth it: A man cannot well judge ofany, without wrong- 
ing of him, before he hath played the laft act of his Comedy, whic 
is without all doubt, the mott dificult. Epaminonds, one of the wife 
men of Greece, being demanded, whom of three menhe ofteemed 
moft, Himfelf, Chabrias, or Ephicrates, anfwered; We mutt firtt fee 
all three dye, before we refolve that queftion: the reafon is; becaufe 
in all the reft, aman may be masked, but in this laft part, it is tono 
purpofe to diffemble, 
Nam vere voces tum demum petio.e ab ims 
Ejicinntur, & eripitur perfona, manet res. 
Then only, only then, andthen ne doubt 
Do men unmask, and now thetruth comes oxt. 
Fortune from far feemeth to watch, and lie in wait for us} againft 
this laft day, as a day long fince named and appointed, to thew 
cr 























for death, a fruit of Wifdome. 
her power, andin a moment overthrow allthat we have built, and 
gathered together in many years, and to make us cry out with La- 
berius Nimirum hac die una plis vixi, mibi quam vivendum fuit : 8 urely 
I have lived more to my loffein this one day, than in all the time before. 
And fo was it well and wifely faid of Solon to Crafus Ante obituna 
nemo beatus : Before death no man is happy. 

It is an excellent thing to learn to dic, it is the {tudy of wit- 
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dome, which aimeth wholly at this end: he hath not {pent his life Yo know baw 


ill chat hath learned to die well; and he hath loft his whole time, 
that knows not well how to end it, Male vivit, quifquis nefcit 
bene mort: non frultra nafcitur qui bene moritur : nec inutiliter vixit, 
qui feliciter defiit: Mori tota vitd difcendum eft; & precipuum ex 
vite officiis eft. He liveth badly, that knoweth not how to dic wells 
be was not born in vain, that dieth well, neither bath be lived unpro- 
fitably, that eperiee happily : Te die is the fludy and learning of all 
our life, and the chiefet thing, and duty of life. He thoots not well, 
that looks not on the marks and he cannot live well that hath not 
an eye to his death. To be brief, the {cience of dying is the {cience 
of liberty ; the way to fear nothing, is to live well, contentedly and 
peaceably : without this knowledge there is no more pleafure in 
life, than in the fruition of that thing which aman feareth alwaics 
to lofe. 

Firft, and above all, we mutt endeavour that our fins die before 
our felves : Secondly that we be alwaies ready and prepared for 
death. O what an excellent thing isit fora man to end his life be- 
fore his death, in fuch fort, that at that hour he have no other thing 
to do, but to dic! that he have no more need ofany thing, not of 
time, not of himfelf, but fweetly and contentedly departeth this 
life, faying : 

Vit, & quem dederat curfum fortuna peregi: 
I have done, my task is fet : ox 
Scilicet videlicet. 
To live’s agift 5 to die’s a debt. 

Thirdly, we muftendeavour, that our death be voluntary for to 
die well, is to die willingly. 

It feemeth that a man may carry himfelf in death five divers 


wayes: he may fear and flie it, asa very great evil, attend it fweet- 4 fre 
ly and patiently, asa thing natural, inevitable, reafonable : contemn 7?” 


$0 diz. 
Seneca. 


ry 
jola 


r of car- 


: a a n - riage ing eash 
it as a thing indifferent, and of no great importance; defire and feck "2 


alter if, asthe oncly haven for reft fromal! the torments of this life 3 
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yea, 





















































































































5: 
To fear deaths 


Et is opintos, 
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To keep himfelf alwayes ready 
yéa,a very great gains give it to himfelfby taking away his own life. 
Of thefe hve, the three middle moftare good, befitting a good and 
fettled foul, although diverily, andin a different condition of life ; 
the two cxtremes are-vitious and out of weaknefs, though it be with 
divers vilages. A word or two of them all. 
The firft is not approved by men of underftanding, though by 
the greater part it be practifed: a teftimony of great weakneffe. 
Againft thefe kind of men, and for your better comfort, either 
againft yourown death, or the death of another, thus much briefly. 
There is not a thing that men fear more, or have more in horrour 
then death:nevertheleffe,there is not a thing where there is leffe occa- 
fion or matter of tears or that contrarily yeildeth greater reafons to 
perfwade us with refolution.to accept of it. And therefore we mutt 
fay, that it is a meer opinion, and a vulgar errour that hath wonne 
the world thus to think of it, We give too much credit to the in- 
confiderate vulgar fort, who tellus, That it isa very great evil : 
and too little credit to wifdome it felf which teachethus, That it is 
a freedome from all evils and the haven of life. Never did a prefent 
death do hurt te any man; and fome that have made trial, and 
partly knew what it is, complain not of it: Andif death be coun- 
ted an evil, it is of all the evils the onely that doth no harm, that 
hath no evil in it: It is the imagination onely of death before it 
comes, that maketh us to fear it when it iscome. It is then but opi- 
nion, not verity; and it is truly where opinion bandeth it felf moft 
againft reafon, and goeth about te deface it inus, with the mask of 
death. There cannot be any reafon to fear it, becaufe no man knows 
what it is, that he fhould fear it: for why, or how fhould a man 
fear that he knoweth not? And therefore wifely {aid he, that of. 
all others was counted the wifeft, That to fear deathis to make 
fhew of greater underftanding and fufficiency than can be ina man, 
by feeming to know that, that no man knoweth: and what he 
{pake he practifed himfelf, for being folicited at his death by his 
friends, to plead before the Judges, for his juftification, and for his 
life, this oration he made unto them: My mafters and friends, if] 
fhould plead for my life, and defire youthat I may not die, I doubt I 
may {peak,againft my felf,and defire my own loffe and hinderance be- 
- caufe I know not what itis to die, nor what good or whatill there 
isin death:they that fear to die prefume to know itsas for my (elf, I. 
am utterly ignorant what it is, or what is done in the other world; 
perhaps deathis a thing indifferent, perhaps a good thing, and to be 
) defired. 














for death, a fruit of Wifdome, 


defired. Thofe things that I know to be evil, as to offend my neigh- 
bour, I fy and avoid; thofe that I know not to be evil as death, I 
cannot fear. And therefore I commit my felfunto your felves; and 
becaufe I cannot know whether it is more expedient for me to die, 
or rot todie, determine you thereof as you fhalli think good. 

For a man to torment himfelf with the fear of death, it is firft 


great weaknefs aud cowardlinefs: There is not a woman that in 2 is weaknefs. 


tew daies is not appeafed and content with the death, yea the moft 
painful that may be, either of her husband or her child. And why 
fhould not reafon and wildome do that in an hour, at an inftant (as 
we have a thoufand examples ) which time performeth in a fool, in 
the weakeft fex? What ule is there of wifdome and conftancy in 
man?to what end ferve they, if they {peed him not in a good ation, 
if he cando no more with their help, then a fool with his folly ? 
From this weaknefs it is, that the moft part of men dying, cangot 
refolve themfelves, that it is their laft hour, and there is notany 
thing where. this deceitful hope doth more bufy man, which it may 
be, doth likewife proceed from this, that we account our deatha 
great matter, and that all things have an intereft in us, and at our 
death muft fuffer with us: fo much do we efteem our felves. 

Again, a man fheweth himfelf herein unjuitsfor ifdeath be a good 
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thing, as itis, why doth he fearit? Ifan evil thing, why doth he Injuftice, 


make it worfe, and add unto death evil upon evil, forrow and grief 
where there is none? like him that being robbed ofa part of his 
goods by the enemy, cafteth the reft into the fea, to let menknow 
how little he is grieved with his loffes. 

Finally, to fear death, is for a manto be an enemy to himfelf, and 


to his ownlife: for he can never live at cafe and contentedly, that 7 aiden! A, 
feareth to die. This man is onely a free-man, which feareth not? 9 /#f* 


death: and contrarily, life is buta flavery, ifit were not made free 
by death: For death is the onely ftay of our liberty, the common 
and ready receptacle of all evils: It is thena mifery (and miferable 
are all that doit) to trouble our life with care and fear of death, and 
our death with the care of life. 

But to fay the truth, what complaints and murmuring would 
there be againft nature, ifdeath were not; if we fhould have conti- 
nued bere, will we, nill ve, with and againft our own wills ? doubt- 
lefs men would have curfed nature for it, Imagine with thy felf 
how much more infupportable, and painful, a durable life would 
have been, then a life with a condition to leaveit, Chiron refufed 
immortality, 
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i 3° To keep himfelf alwayes ready 
i immortality, being informed of the conditions thereofby the god 
i of Time, Satura his father. Doubtleffe death is a very beautiful 
and rich invention of nature : Optimum nature inventum, nufguam 
Satis laudatum: The beft invention of nature, never Suffictently tu be 
el praifed; and a very proper and profitable, neceflary to many things. 
il If it were quite taken trom us, we fhould defireit more than now 
\ we fear it, yea, thirft after it more than life ic felf; fucha remedy 
i is it againft fo many evils, {uch a meantofo many goods. What 
a were it on the other fide, ifthere were not mingled with death 
| i fome little bitterneffe ? doubtleffe men would run unto it with great 
defire and indifcretion. To keep therefore a moderation, thar is, 
that men might neither love lifé too much, nor Hie its fear death, nor 
run after it; both of them, f{weetneffe and fharpneffe, are therein 
temperated together. 

Fo. The remedy that the vulgar fort do give herein, is too fimple; 
Remedies mott0 and that is, Never tothink orto fpeak thercof. Befides, that fucha 
fear death. ind of carelefnefle cannot lodge in the head ofa man of under- 
| ftanding, it would likewife at the laft coft him dear: for death 

fy coming unawares, and unexfpected, what torments, out-cries, fu- 

uh tics, and de‘pairs are there commonly feen? Wifdome advifeth 
much better; that is, to. attend and exfpe& death with a con- 
{tant foot, and ta encounter it: And the better to do this, it gi- 
veth us contrary councel to the vulgar fort, that is, to have it alwaies 
in our thoughts 5 to pra&ife it, to accultome our felves unto it, to 
tame it, to prefent it unto us at all hours, to expectit, not onely 
in places fufpeted and dangerous, but in the midft of feafts and 
{ports: that the burden of our fong be, Remember thy end, that 
aa others are dead, that thought to have hved as long as our felves ; 
| that that which happened thea to them, may happen now tous}; 
following therein the cuftome of the Ezyptians, whoin their folemn 
banquets placed the image of death before their eyes, and of the 
Chriftians and all other, who have their Church-yards near their 
ae temples and other publick and frequented places, that men might 
mei alwaies (as faith Lycurgus) be put in mind of death. It is uncertain 
in what place death attends us, and therefore let us attend death in 
Wid | all places, and be.alwayes ready to receive it, 

rae a i — Omnem crede diem tibi diluxiffefipremum, 
Grata fuperventet que non {perabitur bora. 
Think every day thy laft seach ready be, 
Aud fo th’ uncertain hour fhall welcome thee. 
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But 










































| for death, a fruit of Wifdome. 
" But let us eonfider the excufes and grievances that thefe poor Tr. 
people alleadge to cover and colour their complaints, whieh are all 2 grievanae 


vain and frivoleus: It grieveth them to die young, and they com- 4” excufes of 


ful 
plain as wellin regard of others asthemfelves, that death prevent- Dee thatery 


ed them, and cutteth them off in the flower and ftrength of theix Le 
years. The complaint of the vulgar fort, who meafure all by the ell, 
and account nothing precious, but that whichis long and durables 
whereas contrarily, things exquifite aad excellent are commonly 
thin, fine, and delicate. It is the mark ofa skilful work-mafter to 
enclofe much in a little {pace} and a man may fay, that it is fatall to 
great and glorious men, not to live leng: Great virtue and great 
or long life do feldome or never meet together. Life is mealired 
by the end, provided that that be good, and all the reft hath s 
proportion thereunto: the quantity is nothing to make it more 
or lefle happy, no more than the greatnefle of a circle makes 
the circle more round than the leffe; the figure heredothall; alit- 
the man is as perfect a man as a greater: Neither men nor their 
lives are meafured by the ell. ‘ 

Again, it treubleth them to die farre from their friends, or to be z. 

flain, and to remain unburied ; they defire te die in peace, in their 
beds, amongft their friends being comforted by them, and come 
forting them. All they that follow the warrs, and ride poftto be 
inthe battell, are not of this mind : thefe men run willingly to their 
end, and feck a tombe amongit the dead bodies of their enemies. 
Little children fear men when they are masked: difcover their faces 
and they fear them no more: And even {o, believe it, fire and {word 
aftonifh us, when we think of them; take off their mask, the death 
wherewith they threaten us; is-but the fame death wherewith wo- 
men and children die. 

They are troubled to think they muft leave allthe world. And 3. 
why? They have feen all, one day islike another, there is no other 
light, nor other night, no other Sun, nor other courfe ofthe world. 
One year tclleth us that all things grow every year worfe and 
worte, they have feenthe childhood, the youth, the virility, the old 
age of the world: there is noart, no way to beginagain, 

Yea, but they leave their parents and their friends, Where they 
go they fhall find more, and fuch as they have never yet feen, and 
thofe they leave behind them and defire fo much, fhall fhortly fol- 
low them. 

But what fhall become of their fimall children and orphans lefe g. 
¥°3. without 




















































































































Takeep hinfelf alwages ready 
without guide, without fupport ? As if thofe their children were 
more theirs than’Gods, or as if they could love them more than he 
that is their firlt and their trueft father: and how many fuch fo lett 
have rifen to higher placeand greater ability than other men, 

But it may be they fear to go alone. This is great fimplicity, fo, 
many people dying with them, and at the felf-{ame hour. 

Finally; they go into a place where they hall nor defire this life. 
How defire it? Ifit were lawful to refume it, they would refufe 
it, and if aman were worthy to know what it is before he receive it, 
he would never accept of it: Vitzne nemo acctperet, fi daretur {cien- 
tibus: No mzn muuld accept of life, if be kuere mbat he received: 
Why, or how fhould they defire it, fincethey are either wholly nos 
thing, as mif¢reaats believe, or in farbetter ftate than before, as the 
wifctt of the world do afirm? why then are they offended with 
death, fince it quits them ofall gricf? The felf-fame journey they 
have made from death, that isto fay, from nothing to jife, without 
pallion, without fear, they make again from life unto death, Rever~ 
si unde venevis, uidgrave gt ? Toreturnfrom whence thow camet, what 
burthen, bat grief isit 2 | 

But it may be that the f{pectacle of death difpleafeth them, be- 
eaufe they that dye look gaftly. Itis true, but this is not death, but 
the mask of death, that which is hid under it, is very beautiful, for 
‘eath hath nothing mit that is fearful ; we have {ent idle and poor 
{pies to know it; who report not what they. have feen, but what 
they have heard, and what they fear. 

But it taketh out ofour hands fo many things, or rather taketh 
us from them, and us from our felves; it taketh, us.from that we 
know,.and have been accuftomed unto, and bringeth us toan effate 
unknown: At borremus ignota: But we abbr abings wnkpowns it 
taketh us from the light, to. bring us into darkneffe; and tocon- 
clude, it is our end, our ruine, our diffolation: Thefe are the weighs 
ticft objections: whereunto.in,a.word a man may an{wer, That 
death: being, the inevitablelaw ofnature (as thall be faid hereafter ) 
we, need not difpute fo much thereof; for it,is. a folly to fearthat 
which a man cannot avoid, Dementis. of timene neortem, guitar cerra 
exfpeClaniur , dubia metuumiar , mors. habet neceffitatem ectesm ee 
snuitiam.: It is. mere folly to fear. death, becaufe things certaim are ex- 
Speed's doubsfull shings are feared, the neceffis iy Of death) 1g raft zufh 
and invineibie. But thefe kind of people make not their cowmt-weils 
for it is quite contrary to,that which they fay; fox inRead of raking 
any. 














































for death, afruit of Wifdome. 
any thing from us, it giveth us all; in ftead of taking us from our 
felves, at fets usin liberty, and makes us free to our felves; in ftead 
of bringing us into darknefle, it taketh f¢ from us, and puts us into 
the light; and it doth the fame tous, that we do toall fruits, {poil- 
ing them of their barks, their thels, their foldings, their {peres, their 
skins, to bs‘ng, them into fight, ufe, natures Td filet fieri, perenne. 
Semper velamenta nafcentium: So it was wont to be done, for almayes 
the veil and covering of every thing doth perifh. Ic taketh us from a 
firait, incommodious, rheumatick, dark place, where we {ce but a 
{mall part of the heavens, and the light but a farre off, through the 
two natrow holes of our eyes, to bring us into an open liberty, aw 
affured health, a perpetual light; into fuck’ a place, fuchan eftate 
where we may wholly fee the whole heavens, and the light in his 
natural place. Alqualiter tibi fplendebit omne cali letus, totam In- 
cem fio loco prope totus afpicies quam nunc per anguftifimas oculo~ 
rum vias procul intueris € miraris: Every part of beaven fall to~ 
gether fhine upon thee, who wholly foalt bebold all the glory thereof in 
his due place, which now through. the firaight and narrow paffage of the 
fight, thon doft but fee and difcern afar off. To conclude, It taketh 
us from that death, which began in the wombe of our mogher, 
and now endeth; to bring us to that life which fhall never end. 
Dies iffe quem tanquam extremum reformidas, aterni  natalis 
et: This day which thou fearet as thy lat, is the birth day of 
Eternity. 

The fecond manner of carriage of men in this matter of death, 
is of a good, fweet, and moderate foul, and is juftly practifedin a 
common and peaceable life, by thofe that with reafon make account 
of this condition of life, and content themfelyes to endure it, by 
governing themfelves according to reafon, and accepting of death 
when it cometh. This isa well tempered mediocrity, (uitable to 
{uch a condition of life, between the extremities (which are to des 
fire and fear, to feck and to flie, vicious and faulty: Summum nee 
metuas diem, nec optes (mortem concupifcentes, e timentes aque ob- 
jurgat Epicurus): Fear not thy laft day, neither. wifh for it: (for 
both to defire death, and to fear it, is altke condemned byEpicurus:) if 
they be not covered and excufed by fome reafon, not commonand 
ordinary, as fhall be faid in his place. To feek-and defire death is il]; 
it isinjuftice to defire death without a caufe, and to be out of chari- 
ty with the world, which our lives may be beneficialunto. Its to 
be unthankful to nature, to contemn at, and not to make the me 
wie 
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To keep bim/elf alwayes ready 
ule thereof: to be over anxious and {crupulous, and not to endure” 
that ftate that is not-burthenfome, and we are called unto. Toflle 
Beis | amd fear death on the other fide, is againft nature, reafon, juftice, 
| Wt | and.all duty, 
EA 13 For to die, it is a thing natural, neceffary, and mevitable, juft, 
i Besth is eatu- and reafonarle: Natural, foritisa part of the order of the whole . 
i vad. Univerfe, and of the life of the world: wilt thou then that the 
i world be ruinated, and a new made for thy felf? Deathholdeth a 
high place in the policy and great common-wealth of the world, 
and it is very profitable for the fucceffion and continuance of the 
works of nature: the fading or corruption of one life, is the paf- 
fage to a thoufand others: Sic rerum fumma novatur: And it is 
not onely a part of this great whole Univerfe, but of our particular 
effence, not leffe effential than to live to be born. - In flying death 








































i Aull | eh thou flieft thy (elf; thy eflence is equally parted into thele two, life 
Wat and death, it is the condition of thy: creation. Efie grieveth thee 
Hye Wie to dic, why wert thou born ?»Men come not :into the world with 
We any other purpofe but to go forth'aBaiu; and therefore he that is 
i] Paine | | not willing to go-forth,. let himsnot- come in. “The fit day of 
Hil 


thy birth bindeth thee, and {étteth thee as well jn the way to death, 
as to life. 
Nefcentes morimur, fini/gue ab origine pendet... 
Men born ta die, doth oftentimes do fo," | 
ie Even (if be could ) before he car fay,no: 
i . His birth and death, concurring fo together, 
As doa dogs treo ends in coldeft weather. 
Sela mors jus aquuns eff generis bumanis vivere -nolnit Quit mori 
Wey 0 Jit ie won velts Vita eum excepsione mortis-data eft 5 tam eft ftultus Gui timet 
Ya snoriem, quam: qui fenehutem: Death onely is mans due right: be 
foould not defire:to lives that would ot defire to dies life is given to us 
eith exception. of deaths «ds foslify is be that feareth to die > 45.10: be 
eld. 

To be unwilling to-dic, isto be unwilling to-beaman->for all 
micn are, mortal; and. therefore a wife man faid, and that without 
pafliony having. received news of the death of his fonne; I knew 
| ¥ begot, and :bred ee mortal man. Death being thena thing 
Hh) Ve fo natural, and ‘effentiall, both. for the world in grofic, and far thy 

ie || ‘fclf in particular; why thould it be horrible unto thee? “Thou goctt 
again{t nature, the fear/of grief and ‘pain is natural, but not of 
death,; fox being fo ferviceable to nature, and nature having infti- 
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tuted it; to what end fhould it imprint in usa hatred and hor- 

tour thereof?) Children and beatts fear notdeath, yea, many times 

they fulter it chearfully: it is not then nature that teacheth us to | 
fear it, but rather toattend or receive it, as being fent by it. | 

Secondly, it is neceflary, fatal, inevitable; and this thou knoweft, Tg. | 

that feareft-and weepelt.: What greater folly can there be, than for meceffary. 
a maz to torment himfelf for nothing,:and that willingly and of 
purpofe, to pray and importune him, whom he knows to be inexo- 

rable; to knock at that doorthat cannot be opened * What is there 

more inexorable and deaf than death? We mutt therefore fear | 
things uncertain; do our beftendeavoursin things that are not re- 
medileffe;\ but fuch as are certain,.as-death,: we mutt attend, and 
grow refolute. in things patk remedy.. The fot. feareth and flieth 
death; the fool fecks and runs after it; the wife man attendeth 
it: It is folly to grieve at that, that cannot be mended; to fear Ht: 
that, that cannot ibe avoided': Feras,, nom. ev!pes, quod vitari non por 

tek ? Wilt: thow not bear the blams thon cant not-avoid 2 The exams 

ple of David is excellent, who -underftanding of the death of his.» — 
dear child,' put..on his bett apparel, and made himfelfmerry, faying, - Ie 
‘to thofe that wondered at this kind of carriage, that whilft his | 
fonne lived, he importuned God for his recovery 5, but being dead, 
that. care wasended; and there wasno remedy. The fool thinks he 
maketh a better anfwer,: to fay, that.that, is the-canfe of his grief, 
and that he tormenteth himfelf; becaufe there is mo remedy 5/ but he | 
doubleth and perfecteth his own folly thereby. Scienter fraftra nisi 
_ extreme demeniie eft It is extreme:madneffe to labour wit:ingly, and on 

fet parpofe, in vain.:Now death being fo neceflary and inevitable, 

it-is not onely to nocpurpofeto fear, but making ofneceffiry g virtue, 

weimult welcome-ic and receive it kindly 3, for. it is better for us to 

go to death, than that death fhould come.to us; to catch that, before 

that catch us.) , 

Thirdly,: to die isa thing, seafonable and juft, it ts reafon to ative y 

to that place, towards which we arealwaies walking, aud ifaman x uf by. che 
fear to come’thither, tee him nonwalk; bue ftay him(elfor turn.back fonatle. is ii 
again, which is impoflible to‘doi It is reafou that thou Zive piace | 
to others, fince others have given place to thee 3 Ifthou have made 
thy commodity of: this life, thou muft be. fatistied and he gone, as 
he that is iavited toa: banquet, takes his- refeCtionand departeth. 14] 
f€ thow have not known ‘how to:make ufe and proft thereos, ly 
what necdeft thou care if thou lofe.ie?) orta what end wouldelt - 
meter 
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| L: i a Fo-<Ontemn 
Ia a death is good, 

ae ie if it be fora 
Sane thing that de- 
Serves it, 


Tokeep himfelf alwayes ready 
thou keep it? It is a debt that muft be paid, a pawn that mut be 
reftored, whenfoever it is demanded. )Why pleadefi' thou againt 
thy own f{Cedule, thy faith, thy daty ? It is then againtt reafon 
to fpurn againft death, fince that thereby thou acquitteft thy felf of 
fo much, and difchargeft thy felf of fo great an account. It is a 
thing general and. common to all, to die; why then troubleft thou 
thy felr? Wilt thou have a new: priviledge, that was yet never feen, 
and be a Jone man by thy felf?- Why feareft thou to’ go whither 
all the world goeth?. Wherefo many millions are gonebefore thee, 
and. fo many millions fhall follow thee? Death is equally certain 
toall, and equality isthe firft part of equity 5 Ommnes eodem aogimur, 
omninm. verfatur wrnay ferinus ceyus fors exitura, Oc. We all are 
driven thereunto: men daily. die, even as their bot fale forth, 
ere. 

The third is the part of a valiant and generous mind, whichis 
practifed with reafon, in a publick, elevated, difficult, and bufie 
condition of life, where there are:many things tobe preferred be- 
fore life, and for which aman fhould not doubs to die. In fucha 
cafe howfoever matters go, aman muft more account thereofthan 


_of his life, whichis placed upon the ftage and {caffold ofthis world « 


he muft runne his race with refolution, that he may givealufire to 
his other actions, and perform thofe things thatare profitable and 
exemplary. He muft lay down his life, and let it runne his for- 
tune. He-that knoweth not how to contemn death, hall never 
not only perform any thing of worth, but he expofeth himfelfto 
divers dangers; for whileft he goeth about to keep his life (afe and 
fure, he layeth open and hazardeth his devoir, his honour, his 
virtue and honefty.. The contempt of death is that which pro- 
duceth the boldeft, and moft honourable exploits whether in 
good or evil. He that feareth not to die fears nothing; he doth 
whatfoever he will, he makes himfelf a mafter both ofhis own life 
and of anothers: the contempt of death, is the true and lively 
fource of all the beautiful and generous actions of men from hence 
are derived the brave refolutionsand free fpeeches of virtue uttered 
by fo many great perfonages. Elvidius Prifcus, whomthe Empe- 
sour Vefpafian had commanded not to come to the Senates or 
coming, to {peak as he would have him, anfwered, That he wasa 
Senatour, it was fit he fhould be at the Senate; and if being 
there, he were requited to give his advice, he would {peak freely 


that which his confeichce commanded him. Being threatned by the 
Y a 


fame 



















































for death, a fruit of Wifdore. : 
fame man; that if he fpake he fhould: dies. Did kevtertell you Gairh 
he) that I was immortal? Do you what you will, and I will do 
what I opght: it is im your power to pat me un july to death, and 
in me to die conltantly. The Lacedersonians Lomi threatned with 
much hard dealing, if they did not fpeedily yield themfelves to F ’ bilip 
the father of Alexander, who was entred intotheir country witha 
grcat powers one for the reft anfwered, What hard dealingcan they 
Suffer that fear not to die? And being told by the fame Philip that he 
would break and hinder all their dcfignments; What, fay they, will 
he likewife hinder us from dying ? Another being, asked by what 
means a man may live free, anfwered, By contemning death. And 
another youth being taken and fold forailave, faid unto him thac 
bought him, Thom fails fee rwbat thow bat bumght, E were a faol to 
live a flave whilet I may be free, and whit be fpare, call bimfelf 
down from the top of the boufe. A wife man faid untoanother, deli- 
berating, with himfelf how he mighr take away his life, to tree him- 
felf from an evil that at thattime prefked bim fore, Thoudofi ner 
deliberate of any great mateer, it is no great thing to Jive: thy flaves, 
thy beafts do live, but it is.a great matterto die honeftly, wilely, 
contiantly. To conclude and crown this article, Our religion hath 
not had a more farm and affured foundation, and whereinthe au- 


thor. thereof. hath moreinfifted, than the contempt of this lite.’ But 


many there are that makeafhew of contemning death, when they 
fear it, Many there are that care not'to be dead, yea they wath they 
were dead, but it grieveth them todie: Entwri nalo, fed me effemor- 
tuum nilil eftimo, IT would not die, but I miake litile account of death. 
Many deliberate in thew health and: foundett judgements to fuffes 
death with conflaacy,:nayto murther thenifelves, apart played by 
many, and: for whith: end: Heli togab. das made may: faenptuous pre- 
parations; but being come to the. point, dome were terrified by tie 
bleeding of their nole, as Lucius Domitivs, who repented that ke 
had. poifoned: himfelf.:Others’ have’ turned away their eyes-and 
their thoughts, as if they would itealupon it, {wallowing itdown, 


infenfibly as men take pills,: accord) ng toitnat faving: of Cafary. 


Phat the byk death xpas the thorigks andiok Pi binays Dhie sa thart 
death: mas the hb. ippieft hour. of mans Lifes! Now no man canbe fad 
to be-refolute to. die, hatfeareth to confront it, and to fut fer wath 


his cyessopenywas Suerabes didy who:had thirty Ww fro! e daiesitorumr-- 
nate & tordiigeft thefeutence of hisideathy which he did without any 
ad 


patian Oy alteration, yea: without: any thew. of ssa deneethy thild 
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To keep himfelf alwayes ready 
and chearfiilly, Pompon.. Atticus, Tullies Marcellinus Romans, Cle- 
antes the Phylofopher, all three almoft after one manner: for having. 
affaied to die by abftinence, hoping thereby to quit themfelves of 
thofe Maladies: chat did torment them; but finding themfélves:ra- 
ther cured thereby, nevertheleffe they would not defitt till they had 
ended that they went about, taking pleafure by little and little to 
pine away, and to confider the courfe and progreffe ofdeathy Orhe 
and Cato having prepared all things fit for their death, upon the 
very point of the execution fetled themfelves to fleep, and flept 
profoundly, being no more atftonifhed at death, than at any other 
ordinary and light accident. 

17. The fourth is the part ofa valiantand refolute mind, practifed 

To defire death. in former times .by great and holy perfonages, and that in twoca- 
{es: the one the more natural and lawful, is a painful and trouble- 
fome life, or an apprehenfion of a farre worfe death. To be brief, 
a miferable eftate which a man cannot -remiedy, This is todefixe 
death as the retrait and onely haven from the torments of this 
life, the fovereign good) of nature, the onely ftay and pillar of our 
liberty. It is imbecillity to yield unto evils, but it isfolly to nourith 
them. It is a good time todic, when to liveis rather a burthen than 
a blefling, and there ismore ill in life than good; forsto preferve 
cur life to encreafe ourtorment, is againft. nature. There arefome 
that fay, that we fhould defire to die,to avoid thofe pleafukes that 

had are according to nature ; how much more ghan to flie thofe miferies 

| that are againft nature? There are many things inlife farre worfe 
than death, for which we fhould rather die and not liveat all, than 
live. And therefore the Lacedemonians. being, cruelly threatned by 
ae 8 Antipater, if they yielded not to his demand, anfwered, If thou 

Vine threaten us wath any thing that is worfe than death, death thallbe 

WAV} beh welcome unto us. And.the wifett were wont to fay, That « wife 
enan liveth as long as be fhould, not fo long as be can, death being 
more at hiscommand and in his power, than life. Life hath but one 

Hl , entrance, and: that too dependeth upon the will of another. Our 

Be tr is death dependeth on our own wills, and the more voluntary it is 

ay the more honourable; and there area thoufand wayesunto it. We 

AY say want means whereby te live, but not todie. Life may betaken 

va iat a away from every man, by every man, but not death : ‘Ubique mors 

Hu oft , eptimé hoc cavit Dems eripere vitam nemo non bomini poteft , as 
nemo mortem: mille ad banc aditus patent: Death is every’ where: 
God bet forefaw this; one man wey bercave anether of life, 4s of 
ea 
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death no man whereunto there are infinite wayes and means: The 
moft favourable prefent that nature hath beftowed upon us, and 
that taketh away from us all means of complaint is, that it hath lef 
unto us the key of the clofet, liberty. to die when we will, Wherefore 
complaineft thou im this world? it holdeth thee not; if thou live 
in pain, thy idlenefle and fear ‘is the caufes for to die, there is nothing 
neceflary, but a will. | 
The other cafe.is a lively apprehenfion. and dcfire of life to 
come, Which maketh a man to thirf after death, asatter a great | 
gain, the feed of a better life, the bridge unto Raradife, the way.to H| 
all good, and.an earnef{ penny of the refurreCtion. A. firm belief | 
and hope of thefe things is incompatible with the fear and horrour 
of death: it perfwadeth us rather to be weary of this life, and to 
defire death, Vitam babere in patientia, @ mortem in defiderio 5 Ta 
endure our life with patience, but rather to defire death: To have 
life in affliction, and death in. affection: their life is a crofle, their 
death. a comfort, and therefore their vowes and. their. voices are ; 
Cupio: diffolui: mihi mors Iucrum: quis me liberabit de corpore mor~ 
tis bujus? I defireto be diffllved: for death is profitable unto mes mbe 
Shall then free me from death ? and for this caufe thofe Philofophers 
and Chriftians, have been juftly reproached ( which is to be under- 
ftood of thofe. that are. weak and idle,and not ofall) that play the 
publick diffemblers, and. do notin verity believe that which they fo 
much talk of, and fo highly commend, touching that happy immor- 
tality, and thofe unfpeakable pleafures in the fecond life, fince they | 
doubt, and fear death fo much, the neceffary paffage. thereuns 
to. | 
The fifth and laft, isthe execution of this precedent di fire, which 185 li 

is-for a man to be his ownexecutioner, and the author ofhis own 7-kill him 
death.. This-feemeth to proceed from virtue and the greatneffe of Jf 
a.mans courage, having been anciently practifed by the great: ftand 

moft excellent men and women ofevery nation and religion, Greeks, 

Romans, Egyptians, Perfians , Medes, French, Indians. Philofo= 

phers of all fects: Fems, witneffe that good.old man Kazis, called the. | 
father of: the Fews for his virtues and his wives, who under Ay- | 
tiochus, having circumcifed their children, catt themfelves head-long. 1a} 
from the rock with them:.And Chriltians. too, witneffe thofe two - fy 
canonized, Saints, Pelagius and Sopbromia, whereof the irl, with: 
his mother and fifters, cafthimfelfinto the river, and the other kill- 
ed. her felf with .a.knife, to.ayoid. the. violence.of Maxentius the 
Emperour:; ; 
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Emperonr: Yea witnefs divers people and whole cities; as Capona 
in Italy, Aftwpa, Numantia in Spain ‘betieged by the Romans; the 
Abideens enforced by Philip, acity in India belicged by Alexander. 
But this refolution hath been likewife approved and authorized by 
many common weals, by laws and rules eftablifhed thereupon, as 
at’ Marfeilles, in the Ie of Gea, in Nigropont, and other nations, as 
in the Hyperborian Wands; and juftiied by many great reafons, 
drawn from the precedent article, which is of the juft defire of 
death. For if it be permitted to defire, to ask, to feek after death, 
why fhould it be an ill act to give it unto ourfelves? Ifa Mans own 
death be juft in the will, why fhould it not be as juft in the hand, 
“ and the execution? Why fhould I expeét that another, from which 
I can do my fel€? and why fhould it not be betterto giveit, then 
to fuffer another to give it; to meet, than to attend it? for the 
fairelt death is the more voluntary. Finally, I offend not the law 
made againft thieves and robbers, when | take but my own goods, 
and cut but my own purfe; neither am I guilty of the laws made 
againft murtherers by taking away my own life. Bue this opinion 
is reproved by divers, not onely Chriftians, but Jewes, as Fofepbus 
difputech againft hig Captains in the cave dz Pwis : and Philofo- 
phers, as Plato, Scipio, who held this proceeding not onely for a 
vice of cowardlineffe and impatiencie; for itis for a man to hide 
himfelf from the blowes of fortune. Now a true and lively virtue 
mu(ft never yeild, for evilsand croffes are nourifhments thereunto 3 
and it is greater conftancy well to ufe the chain wherewith we are 
tied, then to break ity and more fettled refolution in Regulus, than 
in Cato. 
Rebus in adverfis facile eft contemnere vitane, 
Fortius ille facit, qui mifer effe poteft. 
Stfratins illabatur orbis 
Impavidum ferient rine. 
: ‘Tis no virtue to defpife 
ih Alife long lead in miferies « 
. But to finile in fortune rude. 
Ts the mot of fortttude. 
| ‘l be ruinous world, fhould it on this man fall, 
i Nea) Me Kill bim it my, dant bim it never fhall. 
i) Bit But alfo fora fault ofdefertions tor aman ought not to abandon 





his charge without the expreffe commandement of himthat'gave it 
him 5 we are not here for our felves, not our own matters. This 
then 
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then is not amatter beyond all doubt or difputation. 

‘It is firft Beyond. all doubt, that we are not to attempt this Jatt 
exploit without very great and juft caufe, (nay Icannot fee how any 
caule fhould be great and juft enough) to the end that it beas they 
fay, eacy@ dcoaywyi, an honeft and reafonable departure. It mult 
not then befor anylight occafion, whatfoever fome fay, that a man 
may die for light eaufes,fince they that hold us in life are not weigh- 
ty. It is ingratitude to nature, not to accept and ufe her prefent, 
it 18a fign of lightnefle to be too anxious and ferupulous, to break 
company for matters of no moment, and not for {uch as are juft,and 
lawful, if there be any fuch. And therefore they had not a fufici- 
ent excufe, and jult caufe of their death, of whem I made mention 
before Pomponins, Atticus, Marcellinus and Cleantes, who would 
not ftay the courfe of their death, for this only reafon, becaufe they 
were already neer untoit. The wives of Petrus, of Scaurus, of La~ 
bio, of Fulvius the friend of Auguftus, of Seneea, and divers others, 
who died only to accompany their husbands in death, or rather tu 
encourage them therein. Cato and others, who died becaufe their 
bufinefle fucceeded not well, and becaufe they would not fallinto 
the hands oftheir enemies, notwithftanding they feared no ill ufage 
at their hands. They that have murthered themfelves becaufe they 
would not live at the mercy,and by the graceand favour of thofe 
whom they hated; as Gravins Silvanius, and Sta:ius Proximus, 
being pardoned by Nero. They that die to recover a fhame and 
difhonour ‘paft, as that Roman Lucretia, Sparzapizes the fon of 
Queen Tomiris, Boges the Lievtenant of King, Xerxes. They that 
for no particular caufe, but only becaufe they fee the weal-publick. 
in a bad and declining eftate, murther themfelves, as Nerva that 
great Lawyer, Vibius Vircus, Fubelieus, in the taking of Capona. 
They that are weary with living, or for private canfe loath to live 
any longer. Neither is it {ufficient that the caufe be great and juft 
but that it be neceffarily and remedileffe, and that all manner of 
means to preferve life be firft put in practife. For precipitation and 
anticipated defpair is very vicious, as in Brutus and Caffizs, who 
killing themfelves before the time and occafion, loft the reliques of 
the Roman liberty whereof. they were protectors. A man, faith 
Gleomenes, mult manage his life, and make ufe thereof to the utter- 
moft? for to take it away, a man never wants time, itisa remedy 
which he hath alwaies in his own hands ; but the eftate of things may 
change and grow. better. Fofeph and divers others have to their 
great: 
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great benefit practifed this councel.: things that feem altogether def- 
perate , do many times change , and have a happy fuccefle ; 4jj- 
We | guis carnifici fuo fuperjtes fusr: Some men bave out-lived their mife~ 
he ries. 

Multa dies varisfruelabor mutabtlis avi 

Reitulitin melius. 

Have patience, man, and be content to live; 

That which a day denies,a day may. give. 

_ A man.mutt carry himfelf in his place and calling, as a defendane 
againft him chat affaileth him , cam moderamine inculpate tutele : 


Wh with the government of blamelofe protection: he muft try all manner 
it | of means before he come to this extremity. Secondly and without 
| Hn doubt it is far better, and more commendable to fuffer, and to con- 
1 PAE tinue conftant and firme to the end, than fearfully and cowardly to 


fie or dies but foralmuch as it isa gift not given unto all, no more 

fl than continence is: Now omnes captunt verbum iftud, unde melixs 

nubere quam uri: All men take not this faying. Better to marry thar 

Wi taburn:the queftion is, whether an infupportable and remedileffe 

Wa evil happening, which may utterly unde and turn topfie turvey our 

aH iyi whole refolution, and.drive us into defpair, defpight, and murmur: 

ing againit God, be more expedient, or a leffe evil fora man cou- 

ragiouily to deliver himfelfhaving his fenfes found and fettled, than 

by fianding to it, for fear of failing in his duty, expofe himfelf to 

Hh the danger of finking, and being utterly loft. It is- nota lefle evil 

Ha to guit the place, than to be obitinate and perifh; to flie, than to 

be taken, It is true that it {eemeth by all humane and philofophical 

| realon to be practifed,as hath been faid, by fo many famous people 

a of all countries and climates, But Chriftianity doth no way approve 
| it, nor alloweth thereinany difpenfation. 

ay Finally, it is a great point of wifdome to learn to know the 

point and period, to choofea fit hour todie: Every man hath his 

time and feafon todie; fome prevent it, others prolong it : there 

is weaknefle and valourin them both; but there is required difcre- 

tion. How many men have furvived their glory, and by a defire 

i to lengthen their life but a little, have darkned it again, and lived 

Wek ae to help co bury their own honour? And that which lafily ficketh 

ma las by them, hath no relith or feeling of what is paft, but continueth 

Tip Jike an old hilchy clout {owed to the hem ofa rich and beautiful ore 

eb nament. There 1s a time to-gather fruit from the tree, which ifit 

i hang too long, it rottech and grows worfe and worfe; and the loffe 

is 


ae see 








































for death, a fruit of wifdome. 


1s as great too, if it be gathered too foon. Many Saints and holy 
men have fled from death, becaufe they are yet proftable to the 
Church and Weal-publick, though in refpet of their own particular 
they could be content to die. It isan act of charity to defire to live 
for the benefit ofanother; Si populo tua fim neceffarius, non recufo la- 
borem : If lam needful to thy people, Irefufe not labour. 

Death hath divers forms, {ome more eafie than other, and taketh 


divers qualities according tothe fantafie ofevery one. Among thofe pone 
that are naturall, that they proceed from weakneffe anda numne({s of geash, divers 


the members are the {wecteft and the eaficft : among thofe that are 
violent, the beft is the fhorteft, and the Seaft premeditated. Some 
defire to make an exemplary and demonttrative death of conftancy 
and fufiiciency this 1s to contider another thing, and to feek their 
own reputation: but this is vanity, for this is an act of fociety, but 
of one only perfon, who hath enough to do with himfelf, to mi- 
nifter to himfelf inward comfort, and hath no need to trouble him- 
felf with what belongeth to another, efpecially all the interefthe 
hath in his reputation ceafing with his death. Thatis the beft death 
which is well recollected in it felf, quiet, folitary, and attendeth 
wholly to that which at that time is fitted. That great affiftance 
of parents and friends, bringeth athoufand difcommodities; it op- 
preffeth and fmothereth him that is dying, one tormenteth his ears, 
another his eyes, another his mouth; their cries and complaints if 
they be true, ftifle the heart iffaigned, afflidt and torment it. Many 
great perfonages have fought to die farfrom their-friends, to avoid 
this inconvenience, accounting it a childifh thing, & a foolifh humor, 
to be willing by their miferies to move forrew and compaflion in 
their friends; we commend conftancy to fuffer bad fortune, we ac- 
cufe and hate itin our friends,and when it is our own cafe, it is not 
fuficient that they fuffer with us, but they muft afff@ themfelves 
too: A wife man that is fick, fhould content himfelf wich the fet- 
led countenance of his affiftants. 


CH AP. XIL. 
To maingain himfelf in true tranquillity of {pirt, ibe fruit ana 
crown of wifdeme, and the cenclufion of 
this Book. 


‘He tranquility of the fpirit is the foveraign good of man. This 
is that great and richtreafure, which the wifeft {eek by fea and 
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To muintain himfelfia true trangnility 
by land, on foot, and a horfeback; all our care fhould tend there- 
unto, it is che fruit of all our labours and ftudies, the crown of wif. 
dome. But left-a man fhould miftake him(elf herein, you mut 
know that this. tranquility is not a retrait or vacation from all af- 
fairs,a delightful folitarinefle and corporally pleafant, or a profound 
carcle{neffe of all things :ifit were fo, many women, idle, diffolute 
and voluptuous perfons, would at their pleafure enjoy as great a 
good as the wifett can afpire unto with all their ftudy : Neither mul- 
titude nor fcarcity of bufinefs doth any thing herein. Ic is a.beau- 
titul, {wcet, equall, juft, firmand pleafant eftate of the foul, whidh 
neither butinetfe nor idleneffe, nor good accidents, nor ill, nor time, 
can any way trouble, alter, mend, or deprefle; Vera tranguilitas non 
concutitur : Nothing troubles true tranquility. 

The means to attain thereunto, to get and preferve it, are the 
points that I have handled in this fecond Book, whereof thisisa 
brief collection. They confiftin freeing and disfurnifhing ofa man 
from all lets and impediments, and furnifhing him with thofe things 
that entertain and preferveit. The things that domotfthinderand 
trouble the reft and tranquility of the f{pirit, are common and vul- 
gar opinions, which for the moft part are erroneous; and fecondly 
defires and paffions, which ingender in us akind of delicacy. and 
dificulty: which are the caufe that a man isnever content, and 
thefe are kindled and ftirred in him by thofe two contrary fortunes, 
profperity and adverfity, as with two violent and mighty winds: 
and finally, that vile and bafe captivity, wherewith the {pirit (that 
is to fay, the judgement and will) is enthralled like a beaft under the 
yoke of certain local and particular rules and opinions. Now he 
muft emancipate and free himfelf from the ttocks and unjuft fub- 
jections, and br ng his fpirit into liberty, reftore himfelf to him- 
felf, tree, univerfal, open, feeing into all 5 and wandring through the 
beautiful and tniverfal eircuit of the world and of nature. Izcom- 
snune genitus, mundum ut unam domum Specians, totz (e inferens mun- 
ds, & in omnes ejus atius contemplationem fuam mitiens: He that is 
begotten generally, bolds this world but as one houfe, applying bimfelf to 
the whole world, and exercifing bis contemplation in all the ations there- 
of : 
The places being thus trimmed and made ready, the firft foun- 
dations that are io be laid, are, a crue honefty,and to live in fuch an 
eftate and vocationwhereunto a man is fit, The Principal parts 
wherewith he mnft raife, affure, and fettle this building, are frtt true 


picty, 








































of [pirit, the fruit and crown of wifdome, Cre. 
picty, whercby, with a foul not aftonifhed, but fetled, pure, free, 
devout, a man contemplateth God, the great Sovereign, and.ablo- 
Inte work-mafter ofall things, who can neither be {een, nor known: 
but fyet he muft be known, adored, worthipped, ferved with the 
whole heart, fron. whom he is to hope for all manner of good, and 
to fear no evil: afterwards he muft walk roundly in fimplicity and 
truth, according to the laws and cultomes, live with a heart open 
both to the eyes of Ged and the world; Confcientiam fuam aperi- 
ens, femper tanguam in publico vivens, fe magis veritus, quam alirs : 
Shewing bis confcience, and alwates living as it were in publick, mere 
afeard of himfelf, than of others. Again,he muft keep in himfelfand 
with others, and generally with all things, in his thoughts, {peeches, 
defignments, actions, a moderation the mother or nurfe of tranquil- 
lity, laying afide all Pomp and vanity, rule his defires, content him- 
felf with a mediocrity and fuficiency: Quod fit effe velit, nibilque 
malit: Would be as he is, and rather nothing than fox rejoyce in his 
fortunes. A tempeft hath a great deal leffe force, and doth lefs hurc 
when the fails are taken down, than when they are hoifed up, and 
Jaid open to the winds. He muft be conftant againit whatfoever 
may wound or hurt him, raife himfelf above and beyond all fear, con- 
temning all the blows of fortune, of death, holding it as the end of 
all evils, and not the caufe of any , Contemptor omnium, quibus tor- 
Guetur vita, fupra omnia que contingunt acciduntque eminens, Imper- 
turbaiusy intrepidus: A contemner or defpifér of all things, where- 
with mans life may be afflicted, raifing himfelf above all things that 
may change or happen, without perturbation, withcut fear. And {o 
hold himfelf firm unto himfelf, agree with, himfelf, live at eafe with- 
out any pain or inward contention, full of joy, of peace, of comfort 
and content in himfelf: Sapiens plenus gaudio, bilaris, placidus cum 
diis ex pari vivit: Sapientie effecius gaudit equalitas, folus [apiens 
gaudet: A wifeman is ful) of joy, merry, peaceable, liveth in equal pleafure 
with the Gods: the effect of wifdome, is the equality of joy, whercin onely 
a wife man delighteth. He mutt I fay entertain bimlelf, and continue 
content in himfelf which is the proper fruit and effect of wifdome : 
Nii fapienit fua nou ‘placent: omnis {tultitia laborat fatitdio fut. Non eff 
beatus, effe fecui non putat: No man, but a wife nsan is content nith his 
en: everyfools travels diflike bim. No man is happy, Lut he that fo thinks 
bimfelf. 

To conclude, to this tranquility of fpirit two things are aeceffa- 
ty, innocency and a good confcience; this is the firft and ag 
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To maintain himfelfin true tranquility, cee, 


pall part which doth marvelloufly arm and confirm him with affa- 
rance; but this is notalwayes fufficient, in the force of the tempeft, 
as it is many times feen in divers that are troubled and loft: Eyie 
tanta tribulatio ut feducantur jujti: There hall be fo great tribula- 
tion: that even the righiesus fhall be feduced. And therefore the other 
other is likewife neceflary, which is force and conftancy of courage, 
as likewife this alone were not fufficient : for the force and refiftance 
of the confcience is marvellous, it makes us tobetray, to accufe our 
felves, and for want ofother witnefles, it is asa thoufand witneffes 
againtt us. 

Occulinm quatiente animotortore flagellum. 

Shaking a-double relifh with a whip 

That firikes the foul, where at the devils skip. 

It frameth an enditement, condemneth, and executeth us, there 
is no clofet clofe enough for wicked men, faith Epicurus, becaufe 
they never can affure themfelves’ to be hid, their own confcience al- 
wayes difcovering, them to themfelves. Prima.et bec ultio, quod, fe 
Fudice nemo nocens abfolvitur: This is the firft revenge of fin, that eve- 
ry. man being bis own Fudge, ao finner is quit. So likewife neither a 
weak and fearful foul, be it never fo holy, nor.a ftrong and coura- 
gious, if, it be not found and pure, can never injoy this fo rich and 
happy tranquility; but he that hath them aJl worketh wonders; as 
Socrates, Epaminondas, Cato, Scipio, of whom there are three ad- 
mirable exploits touching this fubject. Thefe two Romans being 
publickly accufed, made their accufers to blufh, won the Judges 

and the whole affembly,being ftrucken with an admiration. 
He had a heart too great by nature, faith Titus Livins 
of Scipis, to know how to be faulty, and to de- 
bafe himfelf fo much, as to defend his 
ewn intlocency. 











































WISDOM E 
The third Book, 


Wherein are handled, 


The particular Advifements of Wifedome, 
by the four Moral Virénes. 





THE PREFACE. 


Orafinuch as our purpofe in this Book, is, by piece-meal to 

inftruct unto Wifdome, and to give the particular advife- 

ments after the general, handled in the {ceond Beok 3 that we 

may the better hold a certain courfe and order therein, we 
have thought that we cafinot do better, than to’ follow the four Mi- 
fireffes of moral Virtues, Prudence, Fultice, Fortitude, and Temspe- 
rance: for in thefe four, almoft all the duties of our lite are compre- 
hended. - Prudence, isas a general guide and conduc of the other Vir- 
tucs, and of our whole life, though properly it be exercifed in the af- 
fairs that belong thereunto. Fuftice concerneth the perfons of men 5 
for it is togive unto every onethat which belongeth untohim. For- 
titude and Temperance, concern allaccidents good and evil, pleafant & 
painful,good & ill fortune, Now in thefe three,perfons,affairs,and ac- 
Zz 3 cidents, 
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of Pradence in general. 


accidents, is contained all our life and humane cendition, and the 
trafick of this world. 


Of Prudence, the ft Virtue. 
CHAP, I 
Of Prudence in general. 


Rudence_is with Reafon put in the firft Rank, as thegenetaf 

Queen, fuperintendent, and guide of all other Virtues, Aurtza 
vbriutam without which there is nothing good, beautiful, fit,and 
decent; it is the falt of our life, the luftre, the ornament, the fauce or 
fcafoning of our aétions, the {quare and rule ef our Affairs, and ina 
word, the Art ofour Life,as Phyfick the Art ofour Health. 

It is the knowledgeand choice of thofe things we muft either dé- 
fire or fly; it is thre juft eftimation ortryalofthings 5 itis the Eye 
that feeth all, that dirécteth and ordaineth all. It confifteth in three 
things, whien are.all ofone ranks to confult and deliberate well, to 
judgeand refolve well,to condu@ and execute well. . 

It is an univerfal Virtue, for it extendeth it {clf. generally to.all 
humane things, not enély in groffé, bat by peice meal to every. parti- 
cular thing, andis as infinite, as are the Individuals. 

- Tt is very dificult,both by Reafon of the aforefaid infiniteneffe,for 
the particulars are without knowledge, as without number; Sique 
finiri.non pollunt, extra faptentiam funt: Things infinite, and that cannot 
be defined are beyond wmifdome: And of: the great uncertainty and i11- 
conftancy of humane things,which are the greater, by zeafon of théir’ 
accidents, circumftances,appurtenances,dependencies, times, places, 
perfons 5. in fuch fort, that in the change of one onely,and that the 
leaft circumftance, the whole thing it felf isaltered , And likewife in 
the office thereof, which isthe gathering together, and temperature 
of contrary things, the diftinction and trial of thofé that are like one 
another 3 the contrariety.and relemblance hindreth much: 

Itis very obfcure, becaufe the caufes and jurifdictions of things are 
unknown, the feeds and roots.are hidden, and fuchas the Nature of 
man cannot find, nor ought te feek after... Occultat eorum femina 
Deus, & plerumyne bonorum., melorumque, cauje fub: divenfa ‘[pacie 
latent : Their feeds Ged keepeth unknown aud for the nert part the 
caifes of good and cil [it bid under. divers. fimilitndes. Moreover 
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Of Pradence iz general. 


fortane,deftiny, (uf what words you will ) a foveraign,(ecret,and un- 
known power and authority, hath alwaies the advantage, and main- 
taineth it againft all Counfels, forefights, and preventions whatfoe- 
ver: whereby it many times comes to pafS, that the beft Countels 
have the wortt iffues, that one and the fame Counfel doth very hap- 
pily fucceed to one, unhappily to another,in one and the fame cafe, 
and with one and the fame man,things went luckily yefterday,unluc- 
kily to day. It is an opinion juftly received, that we ought not to 
judge of Counfels, nox of the futhciency and Capacity of Perfons by 
the events. And therefore one anfiwered thofe well, that marvelled 
and aftonifhed at-the ill fuccefs of their bufinefs, confidering with 
how wifeand mature deliberation they were undertaken, That they 
were mafters of -their deliberations, not of the fuccefs of their Af- 
fairs; for that wasin the power of Fortune, which feemeth to {port 
it felf with all our faireft defignments and countels: overthrowed in 
a moment that which hatha longtime been projected and delibe- 
rated, and feemeth to be ftrong|y fortified, chocking, as they fay, our 
Artillery. And indeed, Fortune to fhew its Authority in all things, 
and to.abate their prefumption, not being able to make men wife,that 
are not apt thereunto, maketh them nevertheleffe happy in delpight 
of Virtue, whereby it many times comes fo pafs, that imple men 
bring, to. a happy end great matters both publick and private. Pru- 
dence then is a Sea without either bottome or brink, and which can- 
not be limitted and prefcribed by Precepts and Advifements. It doth 
- but compafs things, and goeth about them, like a dark Cloud, many 
times vain and frivolous. 
Nevertheleffe, it is of fuch weight and neceflity, that alone, and of 


it felf, i¢ cannot do much, and without it all the reft is nothing, no not Neeeff ary. 


: . ee ° +e b| 

riches, means, force: Vis confilit expers mole ruit fa : mens una {api- ee 3:06 
Uri pla. 

Livius. 


ens plurium vincit manus: Et multa que natura impedita unt, confilto 
expediuntur : Strength void of Counfel falleth to ruine even of it felf'5 
One wife’ mind overconteth the bands of many: And many things that are 
bindred by Nature, are ended by Counfel. And the principal caufe of 


this necefficy is the perverfe Nature of man, the roughelt and hardelt Senec.t. de 
to tame of all other Creatures 5 Impatiens equi, nedum fer vitmtis 5 clement, 


Impatient of equity, much more of fervitede , and which mutt be hanc- 


led with art and indufiry, for it doth not more willingly fet it felf a- Say dh in 
¢3° 


gaint any, than againft thofe that would contemn tt. Now Prudence 
is the Art to handle it, and a gentle Bridle that holdeth it within 
the compafs of Obedience. 


Z 4 Now 
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7. 


Of Prudence in general. 
Now though the feed of Prudence, as of other Virtues, bein us by 


the acquifsion Nature, yet it is acquired and learnt more than any other, and that 


sheresf, 


8. 
The difinkion, 


Hefion. 
Livius. 
Cicero. 


in fome fort by precepts and advifements; thisis the Theorick: but 
much more and principally (though with more time) by €Xperience 
and practice, which istwofold : the one, and the true, isthat which 
is proper and perfonal whereof it takes the name; _ this is the know- 
ledge of thofe things which we have feen and handled : the other is 
firange by the a@ of another, this 1s Hiftory, which we know by rcia- 
tion or by reading, Now Experience and ufe is more firm and more 
affured; Ufus efficaciffimus omninm rerum magifter; Ue and Expe= 
rience is a moft effectual mafter of all things, the Fatherand Miftrifs of 
all the Arts, but morc long 3 itis old, Serts venit ulus ab annis: Ex- 
perience comcth in a mans latier dayes; more difficulr, painful, rare the 
knowledge of Hiltory, as it is lefle firm and affured, fo it is More eafy, 
more frequent, open and common to all. A man is made more refo- 
lute and affured at his own charges, but it is more ealie to the charge 
of another. Now from thefe two properly, Experience, and Hiftory, 
doth Prudence arife: Ufis me genuit mater, peperit memoria 3 fei, me- 
morié anima & vita, Hiftoria : Experience begat me, my Mother a:rsot ¥ 
bare mes the fonl and life of Memory, is Hittory. 

Now prudence may and mult be diverily diftinguifhed according 
to the perfons and the affairs. In regard of the perfons there is pri- 
vate Prudence, whether it be folitary and individual, which can 
hardly be termed prudence, or fociable and Oeconomical, among a 
{mall company; and Prudence publick and politick, This more high, 
excellent, difficult, and unto which thofe atorefaid qualities do pro- 
perly belong, and it is two-fold, Peaceable and Military. 

In regard of the Affairs, forafmuch as they are of two forts, the one 
ordinary eafie ; the moreextraordinary. Thefeare acccidents which 
bring with them fome new difficulty and ambiguity. A man may 
likewifc fay, that there is an ordinary and eafie pradence, which wal- 
keth according to the Laws,Cuftomes, and courfealready eftablifhed; 
another extraordinary and more difficult. 

There is likewile another diltin@ion of Prudence, bothin refpect 
of the perfons and of thevaffairs, which concerneth rather the de- 
grees, than the kinds thereof; that is to fay, proper prudence, 
whereby a wan is wile, and taketh counfel of himfelf: the other 
borrowed, wiereby a man followeth the counfel of another. The 
wie fay, that there are twofoxts and degrees of wile men: the pk 
au 














Of the Politick Prudence of a Sowereign, to govern States. 


and chiefeft. is of thofe that have a cledr infight into all things, and 
know of themfelves how to find the remedies and helps ; but where 
are thefe to be found ? Doubtlefs they are rareand fingular. Tic 
other is of thofe that know how take, to follow, to make ufe of the 
good counfels of another,for they that know neither how to give,nor 
to take counfel, are Fools. 

The general and common advifements, which belong to all forts 
of prudence, all forts of perfons and affairs, hath been touched and 
bricfly delivered in the fecond Book, and they areeight : firlt, know- 
ledge of the perfons and affairs: Secondly, eftimation of things: 
Thirdly, choice and elections : Fourthly, from them to take counfel 
upon all ; Fitthly, temperature between fear and affurance, eontidence 
and diftidence: Sixthly, to take all things in their feafon, and to feize 
upon the occafion: Seventhly, to carry himfelf well, with induttry 
and fortune: Lattly, difcretion in all. We muft now handle the pa- 
ticulars, firft of publick wifdome which refpecteth the perfons, after- 
wards of that which refpecteth the affairs, 


Of the Politick Prudence of a Sovereign, to govern 
States. 


THE PREFACE. 


His Doctrine belongeth to Sovereigns and Governours of 
States. It is uncertain, infinite, difhcu't, and almoft impofli- 
ble to be ranged into order, to be limited and prefcribed by Rules 
and Precepts: but we mutt endeavour to give fome fihiall light, and 


brief inftruétion thereof. We may referre this whole Doctrine to.. 


two principal heads, which are the two duties ofa Sovercign. The. 
one comprehendeth and intreateth of the props and pillars of a 
State, Principal and effential parts of publick Government, as the . 
bones and finews of this great Body, to the end that a Sovercign 
may provide for himfelf and his State} whichare {even principal, 
that is to fay, knowledge ofthe State, virtue, manners, and tafhions, 


counfels, treafure, forces, and arms, alliances. Thethree firft arc in . 


the perfon of the fovereigu the fourth in him,and near him, the 

three latter without him. The other is to act, well to employ, and 

to make ufe of the forefaid means, that is to fay,in Zroffe,and inv . 
a word, well to govern and maintain -himfelf in Authority, and 
the love toth of his fubjects and of ftrangers, but diltin@ly : This. 
part is twofold, Peaceable and Military. Behold. here fummarily., 
and. . 
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Chap 1. 












































































Thefirft part of this Politickh Pradence 
and grofly the work cut out, and the firft great draughts that are to 
be handled hereafter, We will divide then this politick matter,and of 
State, into two parts; the firft hall be of provifion, that is to fay ,of 
the feven neceflary things: the fecond, and which prefuppofeth the 
firft, fhall be of theaction of the Prince. This matter is excellently 
handled by Lipfus, according as he thought good: the marrow of 
his book, is here. Phave not: taken nor wholly-followed his method, 
nor his. order aS you May already fee mn this general -divifion, and 
more you fhall hereafter: { have likewife left fomewhat ofhis,and 
added fomething, of mine own, and other mens. 


CHAP. IU. 


The firft part of this Politick prudence and Governments 
of State, which is of Provifion. 


I. HE. firft thing that is required before all others, is the know- 

The chief A ledge ofthe State: for the firft rule of all Prudence confifteth in 

rie point of this ~ Knowledge, as hath been faid in the {econd Book. The firft in 

i | provifion,to all things isto know with whom a man hath to deal. For inafmuch 

knory the as this ruling and moderating prudence of States, which tsa know- 

State. ledge and fuficiency to govern in publick, is a thing relative, which 

is handled between the Sovercign and the fubyects 5 the firft duty and 

offiee thereof, is in the knowledge of the two parts, that is, of the 

People, and the Sovereignty, that isto fay, of theState. Firft, then 

the Humours and Natures of the People muft be known. This 

Knowledge formeth, and giveth Advice unto him that fhould go- 

vern them. The Nature of the People in general hath been de- 

{cribed at large in the firft book, (light, inconftant, mutinous, vain, 

3 Jover of novelties, fierce and infupportable in profperity, cowardly 

and dejected in adverfity) but mutt it likewife be known m parti- 

cular; {o many Cities and Perfons, fo many divers humours, There 

hit are People cholerick, audacious, Warriers, fearful, given to wine, fub- 

Waa je to women , fome more than others: Nofeenda natura vulgt 

AY Gi eft e& guibus modis temperanter babeatur : The nature of the vulgar 

Wt fort is to be known and by what means it may be temperatelyruled. And 

ie in this fenfe is that faying of the wife to be underftood : He that 

| hath not obeyed, cannot tell how to command, Nemo bene imperat, 
nifi gut ante paruertt imperio. 

Senec, Not becaule Sovereigns fhould or can alwaies take upon them the 

name 

















































and government of fiate, which is.of provifron. 


name of Subjects, for many are born Kings and Princes, and many 
States are fucceffive: but that he that will well command, fhould 
acquaint. himfelf with thé humours and wills of his Subjects, as.if 
himfelf were of their Rank, and in their place. He mutt likewife 
know.the nature of the State, not onely in general, fuchas it hath 
beende{cribed, but in particular, that which he hath now in hands 
the Form, Eftablithment, Birth thereof, that is to lay, whether it be 
eld or new fallen by Succeflion, or by Election; obtained by the 
Laws, or by Arms; of what extent itis, what neighbours, means, 
power it hath: for according to thefe, and other circumitancies, he 
mult diverfly manage the Scepter, loofen anditraiten the Rains of his 
Government, 

After this knowledge of the ftate, which is as a Preamble, the 2 
firtt of thofe things that are required, is virtue, neceflary in a Sove- The fccond 
reign, as well for himfelf, as for the State. Ic is firft neceflary and con; be#d of his 
venient that he thatis aboveall fhould be-better than-all, according provifion, is 
to the faying ofCyrzs: and then it fandeth him upon forhis.credie virtue. 
and reputation, For common fame and report gathereth and {pread- 
eth abroad the {peeches and actions of himthat governeth. He isin 
the Eye of all, and can no more hide himfelf than the Sun: and there- 
fore what good orill foeverhe doth, fhall not want means to blazon 
it, fhall be talked of enough, And it. importeth him much) bothin 
refpect of himfelf and. his State, that his Subjects have a good opinion 
of him. Nowa Sovereign ought not onely in him(elf, and-in his life 
and converfation. to be virtuous, but he mutt likewife endeavour that 


his fubjects. be like unto himfelf, For-asall the wife of the world Saluft, ad C2 


have ever taught, a State,a City,a Company cannot long continue 
nor profper,. where, Virtue is-banithed , and they do grotly equivo- 
cate, who think that Princes are fo much the more affured in their 
States, by how much the more wicked their Subjects are, becaufe, {ay. 
they,. they. are more proper, and as it were born.to fervitudeand the 
yoke 5 Patientiores fervitutis quos non. decet.nifi-effe fervos.: Very patienb 
of fervitede mbom it becometh. not to be other.thanjervants., For contrax 
rily, wicked men bare their yoke impatiently 5and they that are good Plin. Paw, 


and debonair fear muclymore-than their caufe is, Pefimus gusifgue a- Salifrad Cae: 


Sperrime reciorem patitur: contra facile imperium in bonos. ami mei uentes 
migis quam metuendi..Lhe molt wicked are net tmpatient of Aurhority : 
contrarily the bet men are moft obedient, feartag others. mare iban they 
are feared. thémfelves. Now the moiLpowerful means toinduce them, 
and toform them,unto virtue, is the example of the Prince 3 for a8 ex 


perience 































































336 The fir[t part of this Politick Prudence. 
-¢elleth us, all men do frame themfelves to the pattern and model of 
the Prince. The rceafonis, becaufe example preffeth more than Law. 
It is a mute Law which caiticth: more credit than a command, Nee 
tam imperio 7 bis opus quam exemplo: & muting jubetur exemplo : Nei- 
Pli:Paneg, ther do we fo much need conemindment, as example, and it is more gentle 
te command by example. Now the eyesand thoughts of the leffer are 
always upon the greats they admire and fimply believe, that all is 
HI good and excellent: that they do: and on the other fide, they that 
q command, think they fuffiiciently enjoyn and bind their Inferiours 
|| to imitate them by acting onely. Virtue then is honourable and 
profitable in a Sovereign, yea, all virtue. 
3° But efpecially and above all, Picty, Juftice, Valour, Clemency. 
Efpecially four Thefe are the four principal and princely virtues in principality. And 
Sree thercfore that great Prince Avzuitus was wont to fay, that Piety 
and Juftice did deifie Princes. And Sexeea faith, that Clemency 
agreeth better with a Prince, than any other. The piety ofa So- 
vereign confifieth in his care fer the maintenance and prefervation 
of Religion, as the Protector thereof. This maketh for his own ho- 
nour and prefervation of himfelf: for they that fear God dare not 
attempt, nay think of any thing, cither againtt their Prince, who 
is the Image ot God upon Earth, or againft the State. For as Lagian- 
sius doth many times teach, itis Religion that maintaineth humane 
Society, which cannot otherwife fubfift, and would foon be filled 
with all manner of wickedneffe and favagecruelties, ifthe refpe& 
and fear of Religion did not bridle men, and keep them in order, The 
fiate of the Romans did encreafe and flourifh more by Religion, 
faith Cicero himfelf, than by all-other means. Wherefore a Price 
mutt take care and endeavour that Religion be preferved in its puri- 
ty, according to the ancient Laws and Ceremonies ot the Countrey, 
and hinder all innovation, and controverties therein, roughly cha- 
ftifing thofe that go about to break the peace thereof. Fordoubt- 
le(s change in Religion, and a wrong done thereunto, draweth with 
it.a change and a declination, of the common-wealth, as Mecenas 
well difcour‘eth to Amzaftus. 
a) | Ae After Piety, cometh Jultice, without which States arebut Rob- 
at oie Fuss, beries, which a Prince muft keep and pra@tife bothin himfelt and 
ey a others: In himfelf, torshe muft deteft all thofe tyrannical and bar- 
| barous {peeches, which difpenfe with Sovereigns, quitting them from 
all Laws, Reafon, Equity, Obligation ; which tell them chat they are 
met bound unto any. other duty, than to their own wills and plea- 
tures 
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fires, that there isno law for them 3 that all is good and juft that 
ferveth their turns; that their equity is their force 3 their duty is in 
their power. Principi leges nema feripfit: licet, fi liber. In fimma 


fortuna, id equins quod validius: nibil tmjuftum quod frudiuefum: pilin. Pan. 
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Ssnctitas , pietas , fides , privata bona funt i qua juvat, reges eant : Tacitus. 


None hath written lawes for the Prince: bis will ts his lam. I the Senec. in tra, 


hight degree of fortune, that is mojt jut, which is of moft force : 
Nothing is unjuit, which is profitable : Santiity, piety, faith, are pri- 
vate goods, and go that way that may benefit the Prince. And he mutt 
oppole againft them thofe excellent. and holy councels of the wife, 
that he that hath moft power in him to break lawes;, fhould take 
moft care tekeep them, and live moftin order.. The greateft power 


fhould be the ftraighteft bridle, the rule of power is duty; mini- Senec. 


mum decet libere, eut niminm licet, non fas potentes pole, fleri cuod Euripides. 


nefas: be that bath power to do too much, ought to be leaft frees It is 
not lawfull that mighty men Should do that, which is unlawful 10 be 
done. The Prince then mutt firlt be juft, keeping well and inviola- 
bly his faith, the foundation of juftice, to all and every one who- 
foever hebe. Then- he mufi-caufe that his juftice be kept and main- 
tained in others, for itis his proper charge, and for that caufe he is 
inftalled. He muft underftand the caufes and the perfons, give unto 
every one that which apperraineth to him, juftly according to the 
laws, without delay, labyrinths of fuits and controverfies, involu- 
tion of proceffe, abolifhing that villanous and pernicious myftery 
of pleading, which is an open Fair, or Merchandife, a lawfull and 
honourable robbery, conceff#m latrocininm avoiding the multipli- 
city of laws and ordinances, a teftimony of a fick Common-weal, 


Corruptifime reipublice: plurime leces: the moft corrupted Common- Cum. 
g 


weealths abound wib moft laws; as medicines and plaifters of a 
body ill difpofed: and all this to the end that that whichis efta- 


blifhed by good laws be not deftroyed by too many laws, But 4n advertifid 
you muft know, that the juftice, virtue, and probity ofa fovereign ment. 


gocth after another manner, than that of private men: it hatha 
gate more large and more free by reafon of the great weightand 
dangerous charge which he carrieth and {wayeth, for which caufeit 
isfit to march witha pafe, which {eemeth to: others uneafie and irre- 
gular, but yet it isneceffary and Jawfull for him. He muft fometimes 
ftep afide, and go out ofthe way, mingle prudence with juftice, & as 
they fay, cover himfelf with the skin of the Lion, if that ofthe Fox 
fervenotthe turn, But thisis not always to be.done, and inall cafes, 
but. 


Tacit. 
Plin, Pan, 
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The fir{t part of this Politick Prudence 


‘but with thefe three conditions, that it’ be for the evident & im por- 


tant neceflity of the weal-publick, (that is to fay, ofthe State and 
the Prince, which are things conjoyned) unto which he muft run; 
this is a natural obligation, and notto be difpenfed with: and to 
procure the good of the common-wealth, is but to do his duty. 
Salus populs {uprema lex efte. 
Princes counfels, love and baie, 
Do homage to the law of ftate, 
That peoples fafety have no mate 
Other laws do very well, 
But peoples fafety bears the bell. 
That it be to defend, and norto offend; to preferve himfelf, and 


and conferua- not to encreafe his preatne{s, to fave and fhield himfelf either from 


tien, 


p: feveetly 


-deceits and fubtilties, or from wicked and dangerous enterprifes 
and not practife them. It is lawful by fubtilty ctoprevent fubtil- 
tie, and among Foxes to countericit the Fox. The worldis full of 
Art and malicious couzenage 3 and by deccits and cunning {ubtilties, 
States aré commonly overthrown , faith Ariftotl. Why thea 
fhould it not be lawful, nay why fhould it not be neceffary to hin- 
der, and to divert fuch evil, and to fave the weal publick by the felf- 
fame means that others would undermine and overthrow it? Al- 
wayes to deal fimply and plainly with fuch people, and to follow the 
ftreight line of true reafon and equity, were many times to betray 
the State, and to. undo it. 

Thirdly, it mult be with difcretion, to the end that others abufe 
it not, and fuch as are wicked take from thence occafion to give 


without WictkK- credit and.countenance to their own wickedneffe. Fer it is never 


sdne fle. 


permitted to leave virtue and honefty, to follow vice and difho- 
nefty. There is no compofition or compenfation betwixt thefe 
two cxtremities. And therefore away with all injuftice, treachery, 
treafon, and difloyalty. Curfed be the do&rine of thofe, who teach 
(as hath been faid) that all things are good and lawful for Sove- 
reigus: but yet it is formetimes neceflary and required, that he min- 
gle profit with honefty, and that he enter into compotition with 
both. He muft never turn his back to honefty, but yet fometimes 
go about and coaft it employing therein his skill and cunning, which 
is good, honeft and Jawtul, as faith that great Saint Bafil; xaaie g 
tmuretlod wavepyicrs and doing for the weal-publick like a$ mo- 
thers and phyfitians, who feed their children, and patients, with fair 
{peeches, and deceive them for their health. To be brief, wei i. 
clolely 
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clofely which he may not do openly, joyn wifdome to valour, att 


and {pirit where nature and the hand fufficeth nots be, as Pi 


pent, as divine verity {peaketh. 


And to this matter more diftin@ly, there js required ina Sove- 


reign, diftraft, and that he keep himfelf clofe, yet fo, as that he be 
ftill virtuous and juft. Diftruft which is the firft, is wholly nece far 
as the contrary, which is credulity, and a carelcffe traft orconhe 
dence is vicious, and very dangerous ina Sovereign. He watcheth 
over all, and multan{wer for alJs his faults are not light, and there- 
fore he muft be welladvifed. If he truft much, he difcovereth him- 
felf, and is expofed to fhame and many dangers, Opportunus fit in- 


/ 
AGAAYUS 
faith, a Lion in his blows, a Fox in his counfels; a Dove and a Ser- 


3] 


&. 
Diffrufh vee 
quired ina 
Prince, 


jerie, yea, encourageth fuch as are falfe and treacherous, who 


may with little danger, and much recompénce commit great wick- 


ednefic, Aditum nocendi perfido preftat fides : Lrult maketh way for Seneca, 


the treacherous to do mifchief. \t is neceffary therefore that he co- 
ver himfelf with his backler of diftruft, which the wifeft: have 
thought to be agreat part of prudence, and the finews of wifdome, 
that is.to fay, that he watch, believe nothing, take heed ofall: and 
hereunto doth the mature of the world induce him, wholly com- 


pofed of lies, coloured, counterfeit, and dangerous, namely fuch as Ephichar. 
are neer unto him in the court and honfes of great perfonages. He eae 
muft then truft but few, and thofe known by long eXperience and ~'°"" 


often tryals: Neither isit neceffary that he abandon them, and in 
fuch fort leave all the cord, that he ftill hold it not by oneend, and 
have an eye unto them: But he mutt cover and difguife the difi- 
dence, yea, when he. diftrufteth, he muft make a thew-and counte- 
nance of great truft and confidence. For open diftrutt wrongeth, 
and inviteth, as much to deceive, as an over-careleffe confidence 3 and 
many by making too great a fhew of fear tobe deceived, thew-the 


way how they may bedeceived: Multi fallere docuerunt dumtiment Senee: 


falli: Many have taught to decetve, rbilft they fear to be deceived : as con- 
trarily, a profeffed and open truft hath taken away the defire to de- 
ecive, hath obliged loyalty, and ingendred fidelity ; Vule quifgue 
Sibi credi, & habita fides ipfam pleramque. obligat fidem: Every man would 
be. belicveds and, to be credited for the moft part binder trult the 
more. 

From diftruft comes diffimulation the fcience or feed thereof; for 
if that were not, and that there were truft and fidelity in all, dif- 
fimulation which opencth the front, and covereth the thought, could 


have. 


ae 
And di ffimn~ 


lations 
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The firft part of this Politick Prudence 
have no place. Now diffimulation which 4s -vicious in private per- 
fons, is very neceflary in Princes, who otherwife could not know 
how to reigne, or well to command: And they muft many times 
diflemble, not only in warre, with ttrangers and enemies; but alfo 
in time of peace, and with their {ubjects, though more {paringly. 
Simple and open men, and {uch as carry (as they fay) their héartsin 
their foreheads are not in any fort ft for this myfterie of com- 
manding, and betray many times both themfelves and their State: 
But yet he muft play this part with art and dexterity, and to the 
purpofe, neither fo openly or fo fimply as that it maybe difcerned. 
For to what purpofe dott thou bide and cover thy feif, ifa man may 
fee thee obliquely or fide-wayes ? Wily devices. and cunning fubtil- 
ties, are no more deceits and fubtilties, when they areknown and 
vented out. A Prince then the better to cover his art, muft make 
profeflion of loving fimplicity, mult make much of free and open 
minded men, as being enemies to diflimulation :and in mat- 
ters of leffe importance, he muft proceed openly, to the end he may 
be taken for fuch as hefeemeth. | 

All this 1s in omiffion, in retaining himfelf, not ating : but it fs 
likewife required fometimes, that he /paffe farther, and come to 
action, and this is twofold. The one is to make and frame fecret 
practices and intelligences cunningly to win and draw unto him 
the hearts and fervices cither of the officers, fervants, and truftieft 
friends of other Princes and forrein Lords or of his own fubjects. 
This is a fubtilty which is much in requeft and authority; and very 
commom ameng Princes, and a great point of prudence, faith Citera. 
It is wrought in fome fort by per{watfion, but efpecially by préfents 
and penfions, means fo powerfull, that not only the Secretaries, the 
chief of the Counfel, the moft inward friends and favourites, have 
been thereby drawn to give advice, and todivert the defignments 
of their Mafter; yea, great Captains to give their helping hand in 
tne warre, but alfo wives havebeen won to difcover the fecrets of 
theirhusbands. Now thisfubtil policy is alfo allowed, and approved 
by many, without difficulty or fcruple. And to fay the truth, ifit 
be again{tan enemy, againft a fubject whom he fufpedteth, and like- 
wifeagainit any ftranger, with whom he hath no allianee nor league 
of fidelity and amity, it is not greatly to. be doubted. But againit 
his alliance, his friends and contederates, it cannot be good; aud it 
is a kind of treachery, which is never permitted: 

The other isto winfome advantage, and to obtain his purpofe, 
by 
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by clofe and covert means, by equivocations and fubtilties, to cir- 
cumvent by fair {peeches and promtifes, letters, embaffages, work- 

ing and obtaining by fubtil means, that which the difficulty of times 

and affairs will not permit him otherwife to do, and to do that 

clofely which he cannot do openly. Many great and wife men fiy, plate 
that this is lawful and to be permitted : Crebro mend.cio & fraude Phin. 
uti imperantes debent ad commodum fubditorum. Decipere pro mori- Val. Maks 
bus temporum, prudentia eft: Great commanders ought toxfe lying and 

fraud for the commodity of their fubjetis. To deceive according ta the fate 

and condition of time, is wifedome. \t were over-boldnefle fimply to 

afirm that itis permitted, Butaman may fay, that in cafe of great 
neceflity, in a troublefome and tumultuous time, when it is not only 

to procure a great good, but to divert a great mifchief from the State 

and againft {uch as are wicked and traitcrous, that is no great faule, if 

it be a faulc. 

But there isa greater doubt and difficulty in other things, becaufe 10. 
they have a fimell of much Injuftice in them. I fay much and not Yjufice pref- 
wholly, becaufe with their Injuftice there are mingled inthem fome #42! to the 
grains of juftice. That which is wholly and apparently unjuit, is figs! pabhek 

2 
reproved of all, even of the wicked, at leaftwifein word and thew, 
if not in carneftand indeed, But of thefe actions ill mingled, there 
are fo many reafons and authorities on the one fide and the other, 
that a man hardly knoweth how to refolve himfelf, I will reduce | 
them here to certain heads. To difpatch, and fecretly to put to death, | 
or otherwife, without form of juftice, fome certain man that is 
troublefome and dangerous to the fiate, and who well deferveth death 
but yet cannot without trouble and danger be enterprifed & reprefled i 
by.an ordinary courfe : herein there is nothing violated but the form; | 
and the Prince, is he not above the form ? Ve 

To cut the wings, and to leffen the great means of any one that i 
fhall raife and fortiie himfelf too much in the State,and maketh He 
himfelf fearfull to his Sovereign 5 not ftaying till he be invincible, | 
and able to attempt any thing againft the ftate, and the head of his 
Sovereign when it pleafeth him. 

To take by-authority the riches ofthe richeft ina great neceffity 
and poverty ot the ftate. 

To weaken and cancel the laws and priviledges of fome fubjects, 
who hold them to the prejudice and diminution of the authority of 
the Sovereign. 

To take by prevention, and to pofleffe himfelf of a place, city, ora 
Aa pro- 
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Province, very commodious for.the. S:ate, rather than to fuffer an- 
other ftrong and fearfull neighbour to take and: poffeffe it, tothe 
ercat hurt, fubjection, and perpetual alarum of the faid State. 

All thefe things are approved as juft and lawfull by many great 
and wife men, provided that they fueceed well and happily, of whom 
thefe are the fayimgs and fentences: To do juftice ingreat matters, a 
ntzn may fometimes go aftray in fmall: and, To execute juftice in 
role, it is permitted to do wrong by retail : for commonly the great- 
eft ations and examples have fome Injuftice, which -fatistieth par- 


iW ticular men > profit which arifeth to all i . 
H | Plutarch. in men, by the p : ll in general: Omene 


magnum. exemplum habet aliquid ex iniquo, quod adverfus fingulos 
utilitate publica rependitur. That a prudent and wife Prince fhould 
not onely know how tocommand according to the Laws, but alfo 
the Laws themfelves, ifneceflity require and they muft make the 
Lawsto willit, when they cannot do’ what they would. In confufed 
and defperate affairs, a Prince muft not follow that which may be 
well fpoken of, but that which is neceffary to be executed. Necefii- 
ty, a great fupport and,excufe to humane fragility, infringeth all 
law, and therefore he is not.very wicked, that doth ill by con{traint: 
Necefitas magnum imbecilliratis. bumane -patrocinium , omnem legem 
frangit: non eft nocens quicunque non {ponte et nocens. If a Prince 


Democrit. cannot be wholly good, it fufficeth it he be half good, and that he 


be not wholly wicked; That it cannot poflible be, that good prin- 
ces {hould commit no Injuftice. To all this, I would add for their 
juftification, or diminution oftheir faults, that Princes finding them- 
{elves in fuch extremities, they ought not to proceed in fuch actions, 
but with great unwillingneffe and gricf of mind, acknowledging that 
it is aninfelicity and a disfavour from heaven,:and fo carrying them- 
{elves therein as a father, when he is enforced to cauterifé or cut off 
a member of this child, to fave his lifes; er to pluck outa tooth to 
purchafe eafe. As for other fpeeches more bold, which refer all to 
profit, which they either equall or prefer .before honetty, an honeft 
man mult ever sbhor them, 

We have ftayed long upon this point of the virtue of Juftice, be- 
caufe. of the doubts and difficulties that arife from the accidents and 
neceflicies of States, and whwh do many times hinder the mof re- 
folute and beft advifed. 

After jultics cometh Valour; I mean that military wirtue; wife- 
dome, courage, and tufficiency to play the warriour; neceffary in 
a Prince for the dekence and {afety of himfelf, the State, his {ubjects, 
of 
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ef the publick peace and liberty? and without whicis he can hardly 
deferve the name of a Prince. 

But let us come tothe fourth princely virtue, which isClemency, 12. 
avirtue which inclineth the Prince to a {weet kind of mildueffe and C/emecncy. 
lenity, whereby he leffencth and qualifteth the rigour of juftice with 
judgement and difcretion, it moderateth, and {weetly manageth all 
things, delivereth thofc that are faulty, relieveth thofe that are fallen, 
faveth thofe that arelike tobe loft. It1s that in a Prince, which hu- 
manity isina common perfon. It is contrary to cruelty, and extreme 
rigour, not to juftice 5 from which it differeth not much, but it fweet- 
neth and moderateth it. It is neceflary by reafon of our humane in- 

firmity, and frequency of offences, the facility to offer d: for ano- 

ver-great and continual! rigour and feverity, ruinateth all ,and ma-* 

keth chaftifements contemtible 5 Severitas amittit offidutate au- 

thoritatem: It ftirreth malice and rancor, moveth rebellions, and Senec. 

men by defpight are made wicked. For fear, that keepeth men in 

their duty, mutt be fweetand temperate; ific betoofharp and:con- 

tinual, it is changed into rage and revenge: Temperatus timor eft 

gui cobibet, affiduus & acer in vinditiam exctiat : Temperate fear is Sence, 

that which retraineth, but continual fear ftirreth up revenge. It is like- it 

wife very profitable to aPrince and State, it winneth the love and i 

good will of his fubjects, and confequently confirmeth and affureth 1 

the State, Firmifimum id imperium quo obedientes gaudent: That Tit.Liv. \¢ 

Empire is mit firm, where the fubjecis fo obey, as ibey rejoyce, aS cap. 3. ii 

thal! be faid hereafter. It is likewife very honourable to a foveraign, begin, | 

for his fubjects will honour and adore him asa god, as their tutour, i! 

‘their father; and in ficad of fearing him, thcy will tear all for him, | 

Jeft any ill happen unto him. This then’ fhall be the leffon of the | 

Prince, to know allthat paffeth, not to believe all; yea, Many times Tacit. | 
| 
) 























to diffemble, wifhing rather to be thought to have found good fub- Agricol i 

jects, than to have made them fuch; to pardon light faults, toleffen | 
the rigour of the great; not to be over-ftreight and exact in punifhs 
ing (Which is as great a difhonour andintamy to a Prince, astoa 
Phyfician many Patients that die under his hand) to content himfct 
many times with repentance as a (ufficient chaftifement. i 

——ignfcerc pulebrum 
Jam miferc, panecuegenus vidiffe precantem. 
Tis foul and fair enoucb: for ibem and thee, 

To pardon, where the Lord affitéis, not we. | 
And let him not fear that which fome object very untruly, that it \} 
Aa 3 deba- 
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debafeth, vilifieth, and weakneth .the authority of the Sovereign 
and of the State, for it contrarily fortifieth it, and gives credit and 
| vigour thereunto : And a Prince beloved, fhall do. more by love; 
than by fear, which makes men fear and tremble, but not obey : and 
Salut. ad aS. Saluft difcourfed to Cefar, Thofe ttates that are governed with 
Cafar. fear, are never durable. No man can. be feared by many, but he 
a mutt likewife fear many, and that fear which he would pat upon 
a all, falleth upon his own head. That life is doubtfull wherein a man. 
ig neither before nor behind, nor on any. fide is covered, but is alwayes 
iia in agitation, in danger, in fear. It is true, as hath been {aid in the 
| beginning, that it mult be with judgement 5.for, as tempered and 
well conduéted it isvery venerable,{o being too loofe, too remiffe, 
it is very pernicious. 





Hie: 13: After thefe four principal and royal virtues, there are alfo others 
| fier which — though lefle worthy and neceffary, yet in a fecond place very protit- 


tal arevequired able, and requifite in aSovercign 5 that is to fay, liberality, fo fit and 
TA alfo liberality, neceflary for a Prince, as.it ts lefle behtting him to be vanquilhed by. 
( Hi arms, than by. magnificence. But yet there 1s herein required a 
ae great difcretion, otherwife it will be more hurtfull chan commodi- 
ous. 

Liberality There is a twofold liberality, the one confifteth in charge and 
Hehe fhew, and this ferves to fimall purpofe. For it is an idlething in 
ih Sovereigns, and to little end, to endeavour by great and exceflive 
charges to make thew of themfelves, or to increafe their credit, 
e(pecially with their fubje@s, where they have power to do what 
they lift. Itisateftimony of pufillanimity, and that they underftand 
not what they are; and befides that, it feemeth totheir fubjects, the 
{pectatours of thefe triumphs, that they make this glorious thew. 
with their own fpoils, that they feaft itat their charges, that they 
feed their eyes with that, that fhould feed their bellies. 

And againa Prince fhould think that he hath nothing properly his; 
he oweth himfelf to amother. The other liberality confifteth in 
gifts beftowed, upon another, and this 1s farre more commodious 
oT ly and commendable, but then it muftbe well governed, and he muft 
| | be well advifed to whom, how, and how much he muft give. He. 
Bee mutt give to thofe that have deferved it, that have done fervice to 
i} | the weal publick, that have run their fortunes, and {pent themfelves 
in the, warres) Noman willenvy them, if they be not very wicked. 
Whereas contrarily, great gifts, beftowed without refpect and merit, 
frame the giver, and purchafe envy to the receiver, and is received. 
he i ) without . 
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without thankfulnefs and acknowledgement. Some’ tyrants have 
been facrificed.to the malice of the people, even by thofe whom they 
have advanced, railing on them with the reft of the people, and {e- 
curing their goods, by making known how much they contemn and 
hate him, from whom they received them. Again, this liberality 
muft be with meafure 5 for if itbe not, and that he give unto all, 
and upon all occafions, the rurne of the State and Sovereign mutt 
needs enfue: This is to play and to lofe all. For men will never 
be fatishied, but be as exceflive in asking, as the Prince {hall bein 
giving, framing themfelves not according to reafon, but example 3 
{o thatwhenthecommontreafury fhallfail,he fhall be enforced to 
Jay hands upon the goods of another, and fupply by Injuftice that 
which ambition and prodigality did diflipate , quod ambitione ex- 
hauftum, per f{celera upplendum. Now it is far better not to give 
at all, than to take away togive: for aman fhall never enjoy in fo 
high adegree the love and good will of thofe whom he hath clo- 
thed, as the hatred and ill will of thofe whom he hath robbed and 
fpoiled. And again, this liberality without meafure, worketh the 


ruine of himfelf: for a fountain drieth up, ifie be overmuch drawn. Hieronym 


Liberalitate liberalitas perit: By liberality liberality perifbeib. . Li- 
berality likewife muft befpun witha gentle thread by little and lite 
tle and not altogether: for that which is done over-fpeedily, be it 
never fo great, is ina mannerinfenfible, and foon forgottcn. Plea- 
fant ind pleafing things muftbe exercifed with eafe and leafure, that 
a man may have time totaft them: Things rude and cruel (if they 
muit needs be done.) muft contrarily be executed {peedily, There is 
then Art and prudence in giving, and in the practice of liberality. 
Falluntur cuibus luxurta fpecie liberalitatis imponit : perdere multi 


feiunt, donare nefciunt. They are deceived whom rist blindeih in Shee baci 


of liberality: many know how to wajte,.but not how. to give. And to 
fay. the truth, liberality is not properly any of the royal virtues; for 
it agrecth and carricth it felf well withtyranny itfelfé And {uch 
as are-the governours of young Princes do wrong, in working fo 
firong an impreflion of this virtue of bounty in their minds and 
wils, that they fhould refufe no means to put it in practice, and 
think nothing well employed, but that which they give (rhis 
is their common language); but they do it either for their own 
benefit, or elfe they know not to whom they fpeak it, Foritisa 
dangerous thing to imprint liberality in the mind ofhim that hath 
means to furnifh himfelf as much as he willat the.charges ofano- 
Aras ther 
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The firft part of this Politick Prudence 
ther. A prodigal or liberal Prince without difcretion and meafure;. 
is worfe than a covetous :. but if this liberality be well ruled and or- 
dered, as hath been faid, it is well befeeming a. Prince, and very pro- 
fitable both co himfelfand the eftate.. 

: 14 Another virtue requifite ina Prince, in.a fecond degree, is Magna- 

Magnanimitie nimity, and greatniefie of courage, to contemn injuries and bad 

and smoderati- (peeches, and to moderate his choler; never to vex himfelf for the 

wef choker, outrages and indiferetions of another: Muagnim: foriunam magnus 
animus decet , injurias & offenfiones fuperne defpicere , indignas Ca- 
faris ire, a great mind becometh a great foriunes and highly inate 
Spife injuries, and offences, which be unworthy, the anger of Cafar. 
For a man to. affli@ himfelf, and to be moved, isto confeffe him- 
{elf to be faulty, whereas by neglect and light accountit eafily va- 
Tacit. nifheth. Convitia, fi irafcere, agnita videnturs. fi fpreta exelefcunt, 
Thou- feemcft io confeffe ibofe accufiaiions being angry 5 which contem- 
ned, either vanifh of themfelves, or return upon the Author. And. 
if there be fit place, and a manmuft be angry, let it be openly and 
without. diffimulation, in fuch fort that he give not occafion to fuf- 
pect ahidden grudge, and purpofe of revenge: this isa token of a. 
bad: and incurable nature, and beft befitting the baler fort: Obfezri 

Tacit. & irrevocabiles reponunt. odia : Seve cogitationis indicinm fecreto 

odio fatiari. Bafe perfons and unrecverable do conceal their hatreds. 
It is a token of a barbarous and crucl mind, to be glutted with fecret crudge : 
It doth better become a great perfonage to off:nd, than to hate. The 
other virtues are lefle royal and more common. 

A After virtue come the manners, carriages, and countenances that 
the third bead bzcome and belong unto Majefty, very requifite in a Prince. | will 
of this provifi- not ftand upon this point : I onely. fay, as it were pafling by, that not 
on, Thema: onely nature helpeth much hercunto, but alfo art and ftudy. Here- 
glee unto do appertain the good and: beautiful. compofition of the vi- 

faze, his port, pafe, fpeech,. habiliments. The ‘general rule in all 
thefe points, is a {weet, moderate, and venerable gravity, walking 

betwixt fear and Jove,worthy ofall honourand reverence, There 

as likewife his refidence, and converfation or familiarity. Touching 

his refidence or abode, let it be infome glorious, magnificent, and 

eminent places, and as neer-as may: bein the middle of the whole 

ftate, to. the end he may- have. an eye over all, like the Sun which 
from the middle of heaven giveth light toall: for keeping, himfelf 

at one end, he giveth occafion to thofe. that are fartheft from him 

to. rife againft him, as he that ftandeth upon one end of the table, 
maketh. 
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make’h the other end to rife up. His converfation and company, Ice 
it be rare; for to fhew and to communicate himfelf too much, breed- 
eth contempt and dejecteth majelty: Comtinuus afpecius minus 
verencos mrgnos bomaines ipfa fatiet ate facit : Maje(tati neajur ex longincuo 
revirenila, guia omne ignotum pro magnifico eft. Often and day’y [pedi 
canferh great men the leffetobe feared: But the rareneffe f ibeir prefence 
procures the greater reverence; becaufe all ftrange ang unknown things feem 
(taiely and magnificent. 


Lucius. 


Tacite 


Atter thefe three things, knowledge ofthe ftate , virtue, and The f. a 
. . fa or. e . , 0w 
manners, which are in the perfon of the Prince, come thofe things bead of this 


which are neer and about the Prince: That isto fay, in the fourth provifion, 
place Counftl, the great and principal point of this politick Do~ counjel, 
&rine, and fo important, that it is in a manner allin all, It is the 

foul of the ftate, and the fpiric that giveth life, motion and aGtion 

to all the other parts: and for that caule it is faid, that the ma- 

naging of affairs confiiteth in prudence. Now it were to be withed 

that a Prince had in himfclf counfel and prudence fuficient to go- 

vern and to provide forall. Which is the frft and highett degree of 
wifedome, as hath been faid; and iffoit were, the affaires would go Chap. 1. 
far better: but this is rather to be withed than hoped tor, whether 

it be for want of good nature, or a good inftitutions and it isal- 

mott impoffible that one onely head thould be (ufficiently furnithed 

fon fo many matters. Negait princeps fut fcientia cuntta compledi, Tacit, 
nec unins mens tante molis eft capax. The Prince cannit comprehend 

all things by bis own knowledge, neither ts the mind of one alone capa~ 

ble of fo much greatneffe. A lone man feeth and heareth ‘but lirele. 

‘Now Kings have need of many eyes, and many ears; and great bur- 

dens, and great affaires have need of great helps. And therctore it 

4s requilite that he provide and-turnifh himfelt with good counfel, 

and fuch men as know how to give it: for he whofsever he be, that 

will take all upon himfelf israther held to be proud, than difcreet 

or wife. A Prince then had need of faithfull friends and fervitours 

to be his afliitants, quos affamut in partem curarum, whom be may 

take to bear part of his cares. Thefe are his true treafures, aad pro- Tit. Livius. 
fitable inftruments of the ftate : In the choice whereof he thouldefpe= Tacit: 
cially labour and employ his whole judgement, to the end he may 

have them good. There are two forts of them; the one aid the Plin. 
Prince with their duty, counfel, and tongue, andiare called Coun- 

fellors; the other ferve him with their'hands and ations, and may 

be called Officers. The firft, are farre more honourable-: For | 
Aa4 the 
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x42 The firft part of this Politick Prudence 
Hh | thé two:greateft Philofophers fay, that it isa facred:and divine thing: 
| well to deliberate, and to give good counfel. 
| | 2. Now Counfellors miult firft be faithful, that isto fay ina Word, 
The conditios honeft men, Optimum quemque fideliffimum puto : Every man 
of good comm- \ 1p . as iritly banet, I hold to be mojt fatthful. Secondly, they mutt 
pera rier, be fufhcient in this point, that is to fay, skilful in the State, diverfly 
Sufficiency, experimented and tryed (for difficulties and afflictions are excellent 
Plin.. leffons and inftructions 5 Mchi fortuna muliis rebus ereptis ulum 
Ht | dedit bene {wadendi: Fortune having taken from me many things, hath 
given me the faculty of well perfwading.) And in a word, they mult 
be wife and prudent, indifferent quick, and-not: over fharp 5 for 
fuch kind of men are. too moveable 5 xovandis gutm gerendis 
P| Givtiue, rebus aptiora ingenia lla ignea : Thefe fiery wits are fitter for 
ita | innovation, than. admiration. And that they may be fuch, it 
i is requifite, that they:be old and ripes for, befides that young 
1B | men by. reafon of the foft and delicate. tenderneffe: of their age, 
1 are. ealily deceived, they do eatfily believe: and receive every 
impreflion. It is good that about Princes theré befome wife,fome 
{ubtile; but much more fuch as are wife, who.are required for hos 
i nour and for all times, the fubtile onely  fometimes for ncceffity. 
He Thirdly, it is neeeflary that in. propofing and giving good and 
} i wholefome counfel, they carry themfelves freely and couragiouily 
ae without:-flattéry, or ambiguity, or. difguifement, not accommoda- 


tit . ( : 
Vie Libértys ting their language to the prefentftate of the Prince 5. Ne cum for-- 
tuna potius principis loquantur. quam cum ipfo, Left they Speak ra- 
Tacit. ther with. the fortune of the Prince. than with bimf-lf,- but without 


iti {paring the truth, {peak that which is ft and requifite. For al- 
ie 4 though liberty, roundnefle of fpeech and fidelity, hurt and offend 
| for the time, thofe againft whom it oppofeth it felf, yet afterwards 
it is reverenced and eftecmed. In prefeniia quibus reéfiftis, offen- 
dis .deinde ilis ipfis fufpiciiur laudaturque : For the prefint. thom 
offendeft them. whom thou contradittet, but afterwards thom art even 
of them refpecied.and praifed. And fourthly, Conftantly, without 
. yielding, varying:and changing at every meeting to pleafe and fol- 
4 Jew. the humour, pleafure, and paflion of anothers but without 
Wa Ve | opinative obftinacy, and a {pirit of.contradiétion which troubleth 
i and hindereth all good deliberation, . he muft fometimes change his 
| opinion, which is not-in conftancy, but Prudence. Fora wile man. 
marcheth not alwaies with one and the fame pale, although he fol- 
low. the fame way; he changeth not, but accommodateth himfelf 
| Now: 
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Non femper in uno gradu, fed una vias non fe mutat, fed aptat: As 
a good mariner ordereth his fatles according tothe times, and the Senec. 
wind ; itis neceflary many timesto turn and wind, and toarrive to’ 
that place obliquely, by fetching a compafs, whenhe cannot‘do it 
directly, and by a ftreight line. Again a religious dexterity to Silence, 
keep fecret the counfels and’ deliberations of Princes, is a thing ve- 
ry neceffary in. the managing of affairs 5 Res magne fultinert ne- Curtius, 
cucunt ab eo-cui tacere grave et: Great affairs cannot be fuftained 
by him, who cannot be fecret. And it fufhceth not to be fecret, buat 
he maft not pry and fearch into the feerets of his Prince 5. that is anill, 
and a dangerous thing, Exquirere abditos principis fenfus, ilicitum Tacit. 
& anceps: yea he mutt be unwilling-and avoid all means to know 
them. And thefe are the principal good conditions and qualities 
of a Counfellor,as the evils which they mult:warily avoid, are pre- 
{umptuous confidence, which maketh aman to deliberate and de spies ee 
termine over boldly-and obftinately.5 for a wife man in deliberating hres 
thinketh and rethinketh, doubting whatfoever may happem, that muff avoid. 
he may be the bo'der, to execute. Num animus verert cui feit, (eit Pre/umptuous 
tuio ageredi: For the mind that knoweth how to fear, knoweth pone ont dencee 
with fafety to execute. Contrarily the fool is hardy and violent in it. Livius, 
his deliberation: but when he comes to the iffue, his nofe fallsa 
bleeding: Conjilia calida & audacia prima {pecte leta funt, traciatn 
dura, eventu triftia: Hafty and audacious counfels at the firft fhew, 
are plaufible, but in the managing prove hard, and in the ena full of Pallion, 
difcontent. Secondly, all paflion of choler, envy, hatred, avarice, 
concupifcence, and all private and particular affection, the deadly 
poifon of judgment and all good underftanding 5 Private res {emper 
offecére, officientque publicis confilits, peffimum vert affecius & judi- 
cli venenum fua cuique utilitas : Private affaires have ever bem | 
burtful, and dy hinder the publick, courfels: and every mans particular RE Aa. 
profit is the wort poyfin of ire affeciion and judgement. ‘Lattly, pre aS ee 
cipitation, an enemy to all good counfel, and onely fit to do mif- 1° sect 
cheif. And thus you fee what manner of men, good Counfellors oughe 
to be. g 
Now a-Prince muft‘make choice of fuch*as are good, cither by 4, his of 
his own knowledge and judgement, orif he cannot fodo, by Seles, Grince fa 
reputation which doth feldome deceive, whereupon one of them: choofing good.: 
{aid to his Prince. Hold us for fuchas we: are efteemed tobe. Nanze counyelorss » 
finguli decipere Grdecipi poffunt + nemo omnes, neminem omnes fefel- 
lerint : Fer every one may deceive and be- deceived: no man ale all 
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have deceived none: And let him take heed that he choofe not his 
minions and favourites, € ourtiers, flatterers, flaves, who fhame their 
maliers and betray them. There is nothing more dangerous than 
the counfel of the cabinet. And having chofen and found them, he 
mutt wifely make ufe cfthem, by taking counfelot them at due times 
and houres, not attending the event, and execution, and loting the 
time whileft he hearkeneth to them; and this muft he do with judg 
ment, not fuffering himfelf to be carricd over-loofly by their coun- 
fels, as that fimple Emperour Claudius was and with mildneffe, 
without roughneffe, it being more reafonable, as that wife Mz. Ay- 
tonius Was wont to fay, to tollow the counfel of a good number of 
friends, than fuch as are conftrained to bend unto his will. And 
making ufe of them, to do it with an indifferent autho: ity, neither re- 
warding them with prefents for their good counfel, left by the hope 
of the like prefents he draw fuchas are wicked unto him, nor ule 
them over-roughly for their bad counfels 3 for he fhall hardly tind 
any to give him counfel, if there be danger in giving it: and again 
many times bad counfel hath a better fucceffe than good, by the pro- 
vidernt care and direction of the Sovercign. And fuch as give good 
counfel, that isto fay, happy and certain, are not therefore alwayes 
the bef, and moft faithfull (ervicors, not for therr lib rty of (peech 
neither, which he thould rather agree unto, looking into fuch ag 
are fearfull and flatterers with a wary cye. For m‘ferable is that 
Prince. with whom men hide or difguife the trath. Cujus aures ita 
formate funt, wt afpera que utiliz, & nil nifi jucundum & lefurum 
accipiant: Whofe ears are fo framed, that ihey mili not hesrken to 
profitable thiugs that are harth, nor any thing but what is pleafing though 
burifull. Aud Jaftly, he mutt conceal his owa judgement and refolu- 
tion, fecrecy being the foul of counfel: Nulla meliora confilia, quam 
que ignoraverit adverfarius antequam fierent : They are the beft counfels 
which the adverfary knowe:h not before they be effecied. 

As touching officers which are in the next place, and who ferve 
the Prince and State in fome charge, he muft make choice ofhoneft 
men, of good and honeft families: It is to be thought that fuch as 
ferve the Prince, are the beft fort of people, and it is not fit that bafe 
people fhould be neer him, and command others, except they raife 
themf{elves by {ome great and fingular virtue, which may fupply the 
want of nobility: but by no means let them be infamous, double, 
dangerous, and men of fome odious condition. So likewife they 
fhould be men of underftanding, and employed according to their 
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natures. For fome are fit for the affairs of the War, others for peace. 
Some are of opinion, that it is beft to choofe men ofa {weet car- 
riage, and indifferent virtue: for thofe excellent furpafling fpirits, 
that keep themfelvcs alwaics upon the point, and will pardon no- 
thing, are not commonly fit for affaires; Ue pares negotiis, neque [upra 
fint y rect non erecit, Men fufficient for their employment, not faltidious 5 
equal in their affaires, and not much above them. 

After counfel, we place Treafure, a great and puiffant mean. This 20 
is the finews, the feet, the hands of the ftate. There is no {word fo Zhe fifth head 
fharp and penetrable, as that offilver, nor matter {e imperious, nor 2 Provifion, 
oratour that winneth the hearts and wills of men, or conquers ca- tele 
ftlesand cities, as riches. And therefore a Prince muft provide that Rechentiys 
his treafury never fail, never be dryed up. This{cience confifteth in knowledge in 
three points, to lay the foundation of them, to employ them well three points, 
to have alwaies a refervation, and to layup {ome good part thereof 
for all needs and oceafions that may happen, In all thefe three a 
Prince muft avoid two things, Injuftice, and bafe Niggardlineffe 
preferving right towards all,and honourfor himfelf =. 

Touching the firtt which isto Jay the foundation, and to increafe 21 
the treafury, there are divers means,and the forcesare divers which 1. To lay the 
are not all perpetual, nor alike affured, that is to fay, the demain /*#dation. 


and publick revenue ofthe State, which mutt be managed and ufed, ; 
without the alienating of it in any fort, forafmuch as by nature it is 
facred and inalienable. Conquefts made upon the enemy, which 2. 


mutt be profitably employed, and not prodigally diflipated, as the 
ancient Romzns were wont to do, carrying to the Exchequer very 
great fums, and the treafuries of conquered cities and countreys, as 
Livie xeporteth of Camillus Flaminius, Paulus Emilius, of the 
Scipioes, Luculus, Cefar 5 and afterwards receiving from thofe 
conquered countreys, whether from. their natural country. men left 
behind them, or from colonies fent thither certain annual reve- 
nues,Prefents, gratuities, penfions, free donations, tributes of friends, 
allies, and fubjccts, by teftaments, by donations among the living, as 
the Lawyers term it;.or otherwife. The entrance, coming and go- 4. 
ing, and paflages of merchandize, into docks, havens, rivers, as well 
upon firangers as fubjects, a means jaft, lawtul, ancient, general, 
and very commodious.; with thefe conditions: Net to-permit 
the trafick and tranfportation of things neceffary for life, that 
the fubjc¢ts may be furnifhed; not of raw unwrought wares, tothe 
end. the fubject may be fet on. work, and gain the profit of his- 
OWA, 
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Own labours. But to permit the trafiick of things wrought and 
drefled, and the bringing in of fuch wares as are raw,and not of 
fuch as are wrought ; and in all things to charge the ftranger much 
more than the fubjeét. For a great forrein Impefition increafeth 


the treafure and comforteth the fubjedt; to moderate neverthelefle 


the impofis upon thofe things thatare brought in, neceflary for life, 
Thcfe four means are not only permitted, but juft, lawful, and ho- 
neft. The fifth, whichis hardly honeft, is the trafick which the So-~ 
vereign ufeth by his factors, andis pradtifed in divers Manners more 
or lefie bafe; but the vileftand moft pernicious js of | onours, eftates, 
othces, benefices. There isa mean that comethnear to trafick, and 
therefore may be placed in this rank, which is not very difhoneftt, 
and hath been practifed by very great and wife Princes, which is, 
to employ the coin of the Treafure or Exchequer to fome {mall 
profit, as five in the hundred, and to take good fecurity for it ci- 
ther gages, or fome other found and fufficient affirance. This hath 
a threefold ufe, it encreafeth the treafure, giveth means to particular 
men to trafiick, andto makegain; and which is beft of all, it faveth 
the publick Treafure, from the paws of our thieving Courtiers, the 
importunate demands and flatteries of favourites, and the over- 
great facility of the Prince. And for, this only caufe, fome Princes 
have lent their publick treafure without any profit or intereft, but 
oncly upon pain ofa double forfeiture, for not payment at the day. 
The fixth and laft is in the lones and {ubfidies “of fubjects, whéreun- 
to he muft not come but unwillingly, and then when other means 
do fail, and neceflity preffeth the State. For in this cafe it is juft, 
according to that rule, That all is jut that is neceffary, But it is 
requifite, that thefe conditions beadded after this firffof neceflity. 
To levy by way of lone (for this way will yield meg Silver, becaute 
of the hope men have to recover their own again, and that they fhall 
lofe nothing, befides the eredit they reccive by fuccouring the weal- 
publick) and afterwards the neceffity being palt, and the warres 
ended to repay it again, as the Remains did, being put to anex- 
tremity by. Hannibal. And if the common treafury be fo poor 
that it cannot repay it,andthatthey mutt needs proceed by way of 
impofition 5 it is neceflary that itbe with the confent of the fub- 
jects, making known unto them their poverty and neceflity, and 
preaching the word of that King of kings, Dominus iis opus baber : 
The Lord bath need of them: infomuch that they make them fee, 
if need be, both the receit, and the charge. And, if it may be, let 
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perfwafion prevail without conftraint ; Themiftocles faid, Impe- 
trare melius eft, quam imperare: It is better to obtain by requeft, than 
by command. It is true, that the prayers of Sovereigns, are com- 
mandements , Saiis imperat qui rogat potentid : armaia@ {unt preces 
regum : He commandeth fufficiently that intreatcth swith power : the 
requefts of Kings are armed: but yet let it be in the form ofa free 
donation, at the leaft that they be extraordinary moneys, fora cer- 
tain prefxt time and not ordinary; and never prefcribe this law 
upon the fubjects, except itbe with their own confent. Thirdly, 
that fuch impofitions be levied upon the goods, and not the heads 
of men, (capitation being odiousto all honeft people) the real and 
not perfonal (it being unjuit that the rich,the great,the nobles, fhould 
not pay at all, and the poorer people of the countrey fhould pay 
all). Fourthly, that they be equally upon all. Inequality afflict- 
eth much; andto thefe ends thefe moneys muft be beftowed upon 
fuch things as the whole world hath need of, as Salt, Wine, to the 
end that all may. contribute to the prefent necefliry. Well maya 
man, and he ought, to lay extraordinary impolts and great, upon fuch 
merchandize and other things as are vicious, and that ferve to no 
other end, than to corrupt the fubjects, as whatfoever ferveth for 
the.increafe of luxury, infolency, curiofity, {uperfluity in viands, ap- 
parrel, pleafuxes, and all manner of licentious living, without any 
other prohibition of thefe things. For the denial of a thing tharp- 
neth the appetite. . 

The fécond point of this fcience, is well to employ the Treafare. 
And thefe in order are the articles of this imployment and charge. 
‘The maintenance of the Kings houfe, the pay of men of war, the 
wages of officers, the juft rewards of thofe that have deferved well 
of the common weal, penfions and charitable fuccours to poor, yet 
commendable, perfons. Thefe five areneceflary ; after whichcome 
thofe that are very profitable, to repair cities, to fortifie and to - 
defend the frontiers, to amend the .high-wayes, bridges, and paf- - 
fages, to-eftablith Colledges of honour, of virtue and learning ; to 
build publick houfes. From thefe five forts of reparations; fortifica- - 
tions, and foundations, cometh very great proht, befides the pub-. 
lick good: Arts and Artificers are maintained ; the envy and ma- 
lice of the people becaufe ofthe levy of moncysceafeth, when they . 
{ee them well employed : and thefe two plagues ofa common-weal 
idleneffe and poverty, aredriven away. Contrarily, the great boun- 
ties, and. unreafonable gifts, to fome particular favourites the Brats 
proud .: 
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The firft part of this Politick prudence 


proud, and neceflary edihces, ftiperfluous and vain charges, are 
odious tothe fubjects, who murmur that aman {hould fpoil'a thou- 
fand to cloathones that others fhould brave it with their fabfatice, 
build upon theirbloud and their labours. 

The third point confilteth in the refervation, which aman mut 
make for neceflity, to the end he be not. conftrained ata need, to 
have recourfe to heady, unjuft, and violent means, and remedies - 
this is that which is called the Treafury or exchequer.. Nowas to 
gather together too greataboundance of trealure of gold and filver 
though it be by honecft and juft means, is not alwayes the belt; bee 
caule it is an occafion of warre active or paflives either by breeding 
envy in others to fee it done, when there is no caufe, their being 
plenty of other means 3 or elfe hecaufe it is a bait te allure an enemy 
to come, and it were more honourable to employ them as hath 
been faid: So to-{pend all and leave nothing in the exchequer is far 
worfe, for’ this were toplay to lofe all; wife Princes take heed of 
this. The greareft treafuries that have been in former times, are 
that of Darins'the laft King of the Perfians, where Alexander 
found fourfcore millions of gold. That of Tiberius, 97 millions 5 
of Trajan, §5. millions kept in Egypt. But that of David did 
farre exceed all thefe (a thing almott incredible info finall eftate ) 
wherein. there was fix {core millions. Now to providethat thefe 
great treafuries be not {pent, violated or robbed, the ancients caufed 
them to be melted, and caft into great wedges and bowl:, as the 
Perfizms and Romans: or they put them into the Templés of their 
gods, as the fafelt places; as the Greeks in the temple of Apolo, 
which neverthelefle hath been many times, pilled and robbed; the 
Romans in the temple of Saiurn. But the beft and fecureft way 
and moft profitable is, as hath been faid, to lend them with fome 
{mall profit to particular perfons, upon good gages, or fufhcient fe- 
curity. So lkewife for the fafer cuftody of the treafures fiom 
thieves and robbers, the managing of them, andthe exchequer of 
fices muft not befold to bate and mechanical perfons, but given to 
gentlemen, and mem otf honour, asthe ancient Romams were accu- 
ftomed to do, who chofe out ycung men from amongtt their Nobles 
and great houles, and fuch as afpircd to. the greateft honours and 
charges of the common-wealth. : 

Atter counfel and treafure, I think it not amiffe to put Arms 
which cannot fublilt nor be welland happily levied and conduG- 
ed without thefe two. Now an armcd power is very neceflary for 
a 
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a.Prince to guard his perfon and his State: for itis an abyfe to think 
to govern a State long without Arms. There is neverfany furcty 
between the weak and the firong ; and there arealwayes fome that 
will be ftirring cither within or without the State. Now this power 
is either ordinary at all times, or extraordinary in times of warre. 
The ordinary confilteth inthe perfonsand places 5 The perfons are 


of two forts; the guard for the body and the perfon of the Sovcreign, | 


which ferve not only for the furety and confervation, but alfo tor 
his honour and ornament: for that good faying. of Agefilaus. is 
not perpetually true, and it were too dangerous to try and truft 
unto it, that a Prince may live fafely enough without a guard, if he 
command his fubjects, as a good father doth his children (forthe 
malice of men ftayeth not it felf in fo fair a way.y And certain 
cempanics, maintained and alwayes ready for thofe neceffities and 
fudden occurrences that may fall out. For at fuch times to be bu- 
fied in levying, powers is great imprudency. Touching. the places, 
‘they are the tortreffes and citadels in the frontiers, in the place of 
which, fome, and the ancient too, do more allow of the.colonies. The 
extraordinary force confifteth in arms, which he muft leavie and fur- 
nifh in times of warre. How he fhould govern himfelf therein, that 


part, which is of the action: this firft. belongeth to provifion. 
Onely There fay, that a wife Prince fhould betides the guard ofhis 
body, have certain peopie alwayes prepared, and experienced in 
arms, either in great number or leffe, according to the extent or 
largenefs of his State , to repreffe a fudden rebellion or com- 
motion, which may happen either without or within his State, 
referving the raiting of greater forces, untill he mutt make 
warte, either offentive or. defentive, willingly and of purpofe: 
and in the mean time keeping his arfena!s and ftore-houfes well 
furnifhed , and provided- with all forts of offenfive and defentive 
arms; to furnifh both foot and horfmen, as likewife with muniti- 
ons, engines, and inftruments for warre. Such preparation is not 
onely ncceflary to make warre ( for thefe things are not found 
and prepared in a fhort time) but to let and hinder it. For no 
man is fo feol-hardy as to attempt a State, which he knoweth to 
be ready to receive him, and thorowly furnifhed. Aman muitarm 
himfelf againft warres, to the end he may not be troubled with ir 
Qui cupitpacem, paret bellin: He that defireth peace, let him provide for 
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The firft part ofthis Politick Prudence 


After all thefe neceflary and effential provifions, we will faftly 
put Alliances or Leagues, which is no {mal prop or ftay ofa State. 


.But wifedome is very necefiary in the choice thereof, to build well, 


and to take heed with whom and how he joyn in alliance; which 
he. muft do with thofe that are neighbours and puiffant: For if they 
be weak and far off, wherewith can they give.aid ? It is rather like- 
ly, that if they be affaulted, from their ruine ours may follow. 
For then are we bound to fuccour them, and to joyn withthem 
becaufe of this league whefocver they be. And ifthere be dangerin 
making this alliance openly, let it be done {ecretly, for it is the part 
of a wife man to treat of peace and alliance with one, in the view 
and knowledge ofall, with another (ecretly ; but yet fo, as that itbe 
without treachery and wickedneffe, which is utterly forbidden, buc 
not wifedome and policy, efpecially for the defence and furety of his 
State. 

Finally, there are many forts aad degrees of Leagues and alliances ; 
the leffer and more fimple is for commerce, and traflick only, but 
commonly it comprehendeth amity, commerce, and hofpitality; and 
it is either defentive only, or defenfive and offenfive together, and 
with exception of certain Princes and States; or without exception, 
The more ftraight and perfect is that which is offenfive and defenfive 
towards all, and againft all, tobea friend to his friends, and an ene- 
my to his enemies 3 and fuchit is good to make, with thofe that are 
ftrong and puiflant. And by equal alliance, Leagues are likewile ei- 
ther perpetual, or limited to certain times, commonly they are per- 
petual, but the better and fureft is, to limit it to certain times, to 
the end he may have means to reform, to take away, or add to the 
articles; or wholly to depart ifneed be, ashe fhall fee it moft eXpe- 
dient. And though a man would judge them to befuch, as thould 
be perpetual, yer itis better to renew them (which a man may and 
mult do, before the time be expired_) than to make them perpetual. 
For they languifh and grow old; and whofocver findeth him{lf 
aggricved, will fooner break them, ifthey be perpetual, than if they 
be limited, in which cafe he will rather ftay the time. And thus 
much ot thefe feven néccflary provifions. 
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CHAP. III. 
The fecond part of this Politick Prudenez, and Government 
6f the S:ate, whichecone:reth be Aion and 
Governemant of the-Princ. 


is TAving difcourfed of the provifion, and inftructed a fovercign r 


K dwith what, and how he fhould furnifh and defend himfcifand A fmm wy 


his Statepict uscome tothe actions and let us fee how he fhould em- defcription 


ploy himielf, and make ufe of thefe things, thatisto fay,in a word; of the afijon 
Well to command and govern. But betore we come to handle this of the Prince. 


diftinctly, according to the divition which we have made, we may 
fayin groffe, that well to govern and to maintain him{e!fin his State 
conhifteth ju the acquifition of two things, Good-willand Authori- 
ty. Good-will is alove and affeGion toward the Sovercign and his p, 
State; Authority isa great and good opinion; and honourable efteem Au:borit 
of the Sovereign and-his State. By the firft, the Sovereign and the sy Pilfvy, 
State isloved : By the fecond, feared. Thefeare notcontrary things, of a Prince 
but different, aslove and fear. Both of them re(pect thefubjeets and. gn 8) arp 
rangers; but. it {cemeth that more properly, Benevolence be- 

longeth to the Subject, and Authority to the firangers 4morem apud 

populares, meium ajud belles cuerat : The Prince mujt feck love frox 

bis own, fear from enemies.”. To {peak timply and’ abfolutely, Autho- - paige! 

rity is the more ftrong and vigorous, more large and ‘durable. The © °°" 
temperature and harmony of both is a perfect'thing, but according 

to the diverfity of S ates of Peoples, their Natures and Humours, the 

ohe is more cafic and more neceflaryia fome places than in others. 

The means to attainthem both, are contained and-handled in that 

which hath been faid before, efpecially of the manners and virtue of a 

Sovercign: neverthelefle of each, we will {peak a little. 

Benevclence or Good will (a thing very profitable, and almoft 4 
wholly neceflary, infomuch that of it felfir prevaileth much, and B:vevolence 
without it all the reft hath but little affurance) is attained Dy ee 
three means, gentleneffe or clemency, not only in words and deeds, 27 clemency 
but much more in his commands, and the adminiftration of the 
State; for fo do the Natures ofmen require, who are impatient both 
offerving wholly, and maintaining, themfelves in entire liberty, Nee 
diam fervitutem patitur, nec totam libertatem : Neither to endure Tacit. 
seh lly fervitude,-nor aliegeher liberty > They obcy willingly as Sub- 
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The fecond part of this Politick Prudence 


jects, not as flaves, Domitt ut pareant, non utferviant. And to fay the 
truth, a min doth more willingly obey him which commandeth 
gently and mildly s Remiffus imper anti melius paretur 5 qui vult ama- 
ri languida regnet minus He that will be beloved let him reign with a 
{oft band. Power (faith Ce/ar, a great Doctor in this matter) indiffe- 
rently exercifed preferveth all ; but he that keepeth not a moderati- 
on inhis commands, is never beloved nor affured. But yet it mutt 
not be an over-loofe, and foft effeminate mildneffe, left a man there-~ 
by come into contempt, which is worfe than fear. Sed in corrupto ducis 
honore: The Leaders honour being both ways intemerate. It isthe part 
of Wiledome to temper this, neither f{eeking to be feared by maxing 
himfelf terrible, nor loved by too much debafing himfelf, 

The fecond mean to attain benevolence is beneticence, Imean- 
firft towards-all, efpecially the meaner people, by providence & good 
policy, whereby Corn and all other neceffary things for the fufte- 
nance of this life may not be wanting, but fold at an indifferent price, 
yea may abound, if it be poffible, that dearnefs and dearth afflict not 
the fubject. For the meaner fort have no care for the publick good, 
but for thisend, Vulgo una.ex republica annone cura: Ihe onely care the- 
vilgar fort bave of the Comman-wealtbh, is the provifion of vidiual and orber 
necel] aries. 

The third mean isliberality (Beneficence more {pecial )which is 
a bait, yea anenchantment, todraw, to win, and captivate the wills. 
of men :_So {weet a thing is it to receive, honourable to give. In fuch 

fort, thata wife man hath faid, Thata State did better defend it elf 

by. good deeds,than by Arms. This virtue.is al waies requilite but efpe- 

cially in the entrance, and inanew State. To whom, how much, and 

how liberality muft be exercifed, hath been faid before. The means of 

Benevolence hath been wifely practifed by Auguftus; Qui militem. 
donts, populum annona, cunctos diticedine otit pellexit : who won the fouldi- 

ers with gifts, tbe people with provifion of vitteals; and all with ihe fweet- 

nels of ret and peace. 

Authority is another. Pillar of State; Majeftas imperii, falutis tu-. 
tela: The majefty of Empire, is the guardian of fafety. The invin- 
Cible fortrefs of a Princes whereby.he bringeth into reafou all thofe 
that dare to contemn or make head againfthim: Yea, becaufe of this 
they.dare not attempt, and all men defire to bein grace and favour 
with him. It is compofed of fear and refpe@, by which two, a Prince 


By what it isand his State isfeared of all, and fecured. To attain this authority 


befides the provifion..of things above-named there are three means 
which 
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which mutt carefully be kept in the form of commanding. 

The tirti is fe verity, which 1s better, more wholefome, affured, du- 6 
rable, than com mon lenity, and great facility: which proceedeth fir Severity. 
fromthe nature of the people, which as Arijtotle faith, is not fo well 
born and bred, as to be ranged into duty and obedience by love, or 
thame, but by force and fear of punifhment; And fecondly, from the | 

seneral corruption of the manners, and contagious licentioufneffe of 

the world, whichaman muft not think to mend by mildne and le. 
nity, which doth rather give aid to illattempts. It engendreth con- 
tempt, and love of impunity, which is the plague of Common-weals 
and States: Ilecebra peccandi maxima, {pes impunitatis: Hope ofim- 
punity, is the greateft allarement to offend, \tisafavour done to many, 
and the whole weal-publick, fometimes well to chaftife fome one. 

And he muff fometimes cut off a finger, left the Gangrene, {pread jc 
{elf through the whole arm, according to that excellent anfwer ofa 
King, of Thrace. whom one telling that he played the mad-man and 
not the King, anfwered, That his madneffe madehis fubje@s found 
and wife. Severity keepeth Officers and Magifirates in their de- 

voir, driveth away Flatterers, Courtiers, wicked perfons, impudent 
demanders, and petty Tyrannics. Whereas contrariwife, too great fe- 

licity openeth the Gate to all thefe kind of people, whereupon fol- 

lowethan exhaufting of the Treafurics, impunity of the wicked, im- 

poverifhing of the people, as Rheums and Fluxes ina rheumatick 

and difeafed body fall upon thofe parts that are weakett. 

The goodnefle of Pertinax, the licentious liberty of Heliogabalus, 
arethought to have undone and ruinated the Empire : the feverity 
of Severus, and afterwards of Alexander, did re-eltablith it, and 
brought it into good eftate. But yet this feverity muft be with fome 
moderation, intermiflion, and to purpofe, to the end that rigour to- 
wards a few, might hold the whole world in fear: Ut pena ad pau- 
cos, metus ad omnes: That as the punifoment lights upon a few, fo the 
fear may invade all. 

And the more feldome punifhments ferve more for the Reforma- 
tion of State, faith an ancient Writer, than the more frequent. This 
js to be underfiood, if Vices gather not ftrength, and men grow not 
Opinatively obitinate in them 5 for then he muft not {pare either 
{word or fire: Crudelem medicum intemperans eger facit; An intempe- 
vate fick perfon maketh acruel Phyfitian, i 

The fecond is Conftancy, which is a ftayed Refolution, where- iz ; 
by the Prince marching, always with one and the fame pace, with- Conjtancy. | 
Bb 32 out } 
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Thefccoud part of this Politich prudence 
cut altering or changing, maintaineth always, and enforceth the ob- 
{crvation of the ancient Laws and Cuftoms, to change and to be 
re-adviled, befides that it is an Argument of inconftancy and irrefo- 
lution, it bringeth both to the Laws, and to the Sovercign, and tothe 

Sfate, contempt and finif{ter opinion. And this is the reafou why 

the wilcr fort do fo much forbid the change, and rechange ofany 

thing, in the Laws and Cuftomes, though it were for the better: for 

the change or remove bringeth alwaies more evil and difcommodi- 

ty, belides, the uncertainty. and: the danger, than the novelry can 

bring, good. And therefore all Innovators.are fufpected, dangerous, 

and to. be.chaftd:away. And:there- cannot be any caufe or occafion. 
ftrong and futhcient enough to. chanye, if it be not for a very-great 

evident, and:certain utility, or pubtick necefli.y. And in this cafe [ke- 

wife he mutt procced as it were ftealingly, {weetly and flowly, by 

littleand little, and almo%t infenfibly, leviser & lente. 

The third is to hold always falt in:the band the Stern. of the State, 
the Rains ofGovernment, thar is tofay, the honour and power to 
command and to ordain,and not to trult or commit it to another 5, 
referring all things tohis Counfel, to the end that all may have théir 
Fye upon him, and may Know-that all dependeth upon him. Thae 
Sovereign that lofeth never fo-little of his Authority marreth all. 
And therefore it ftandeth.him upon; uot overmuch to raife and 
make great any perfon, Communis cutodis principatns, neminem ununt: 
mignum facere: ibe common and furct guard of principality ts ta make 
mo one man two great. And ifthcre be already any fuch, he muft draw 
him back, and bring him into order, but yet {weetly and gently;and 
never makegreatand high charges and offices perpetual, or for many 
years, tothe end, a man may not get means, to fortihe himfelfagaintk 
his matter, asit many times‘falleth out. Ni! tam utile, guam brev m 
potetatem effes que magna fit. N thing foprofitabse, as fhort Authority if 
it be-great. . 

Behold here the juft-and honeft means ia a Sovercigs to maii- 
tain with benevolence and love his Authority; and to make himfelf 
to be loved and feared ‘altogether : ‘for the one without the ocher 
is ficither fecure nor ‘reafonable. And’ therefore we abhor a tyran~ 
nical Authority, and that-fearthatis an Enemy to love and benevo- 
lence, 2nd is. with a publick hate, Oderint quem m:-tuint : They will 
bate wom they fexr,which the wicked {eek after, abufing their power. . 
The conditions of a good Prince and of a Tyrant, are nothing 
alike, and cafily diftinguithed. They may be all reduccd to thefe two 
points, . 
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‘points, the-one to keep the laws of God and of nature, or to tram- 
“ple them under foots the ether-to doll forthepublick:good and 
proht of the fubject, or to employ all to his:particular:protit and 
pleafure. Now a-Prince, that he maybe fuch as he fhould;muft al- 
wwaies remember, that, as-it is a-felicity to -havepower todo what 
aman will, fo itis true greatnefS to will what a tan thoulds -Ge/ari 
ciim omnis licent, propier boc minus liceat : mt felicitatis oft poffe quan- 
‘tune velis, fic magnitudinis velle quantum poffis, vel potius cuantum de- 
beas. Seeing all.things are lawfullfor Cafar to do ,it is therefore the leffe 
Laveful for hime to do it: As it is afelicity to be able to do whatfoever 
thou wilt, fo it isa point of greatneffe to will what thou houldoeft, or rather 
what thou oughtet. The greatelt infelicity that can happen toa 
Prinee, 1s to believe that all-things are lawful, that he can, and that 
pleafeth him. So foor as he confenteth to this thought, of good he 
us made wicked. Now this opinion is fetled in them by-the help ef 
flatterers, who never ceafe alwayes to preach unto them the great- 
ne{s of their power; and very few faithful fervitors there are, that 
‘dare to tell-them what ‘their duty is. But there isnot inthe worlda 
«More dangerous-Hattery, than that wherewith aman datcereth him- 
felf; when the tattererand flattered is -oneand the fame, there is 
-no-xemedy ‘for this difeafe. Nevertheleffe it falleth out ometimes 
ia conlideration of the times, perfons,places, occafions, that a good 
King» mutt do thofe things which in outward appearance may-feem 
tyrannical, as when itis. a queftionofreprefling another tyranny, that 
is to fay,-of a furious people, the licentious liberty of whom is a 
frue-tyranny: or of the noble and rich, who tyrannize over the poor 
‘and meaner people: or, when the King is poor and-needy not know - 
ing where to get filver, to raife lones upon the richeft. And we mutt 
not think that the feverity of a Prince is alwaies tyranny, or his 
‘guards and fortreffes,.or the -majefty of his imperious commands; 
which are fometimes profitable, yea -neceflary, and are more tobe 

-defired than the {weet prayers of tyrants. 


Thefe are the two true ftayes-and pillars ofa Prince, and-of a State. Hate 
af by them a Prince know how tomaintdin and preéferve himlelf sempre, ewe 
from the two contraries, which are the murtherers of a Prince and murtherers of 


S aig a! 7 : 4 dices . hebetter to # Prince. Me 
State, that is tofay,Hatred and -contempt: whereof,the better to Ariftlibys. | 
‘ ; ; Pol. 
contrary to benevolence, 1s a wicked and obftinate affection of fub- para, 


avoid them, and to take ‘heed of them, a word ortwo. Hatred 


jets againft the Prince-dnd his States Ic ordinarily proceedeth 
Bb 3 fron 
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The fecond part of this Politick Prudence 


from fear of what is to come, or defire of revenge of what is patt 
or from them both.. This hatred when it is great, and of many, 4 
Prince can hardly efcape it; Multorum odiis: nulle cpes peffient refifte= 
re: No power or riches can refftibe batred of many. Heis expofed to 
all, and there meds but one to make an end ofall. Multe illis a= 
nits, ili una cervix > They have many bands, be but one weck. It ftand- 
eth him upon therefore to preferve himfelf, which he thalido by. fly- 
ing thofe things that ingender it, that is to fay, cruelty and avarice, 
the contrarics.to the aforefaid inftruments of benevolence, 

He mult preferve himfelf pure and free frem bafe cruelty, un- 
worthy greatnefle, very infamous to, a Prince: But contrarily he 
muft arm himtelf with clemency, as hath been faid before, inthe 
virtues required ina Prince. But forafmuch as punifhments, thouch 
they be juft and neceffary in a ftate, have fome image of cruelty, he 
mutt take heed to carry himfelf therein with dexterity, and for this 
end I will give him this advice: Let him not put his hand tothe 
fword of juttice, but very feldome and unwillingly : Libemtey dam- 
nat, quicita: ergo ikt parfimonia etiam vilifimi fanguinis: He con- 
demneth wilitngly, tbat doth it baftilys therefore he is to be fparing even of 
ibe bafet blood. 2. Enforced for the publick good, and rather for 
example, and to terrifie others from the like offence : 3- That it be 
to punifh the faulty,and that without colour, or joy, or other paf= 
fion: and if he mult needs thew fome paflion, that it be compaffion : 
4. That.it be according to the accuftomed manner of the Country, 
not after a new 3 for new punifhments are teftimonics Of cruelty : 
5. Without giving his aflittance, or being prefent at the execution: 
6. And ifhe muft punith many, he mutt dilpatch it {peedily, and all 
at a blow; for to make delays, and to ufe one correction after ano- 
ther, is a token that he taketh delight, pleafeth and feedcth himfelf 
therewith. 


He muft likewife preferve himfelf from avarice, a fin ll beft- 
ting a great perfonage. It is fhewed either by exacting and ga- 
thering overmuch, or by giving too little. The firft doth much dif- 
pleafe the people, by nature covetous, to whom their goods areas 
their blood and their life, The fecond, men of ferviceand merit 
who have laboured for the publick good, and have reafonto think 
that they deferve fome recompence. Now howa Prince fhould go- 
vern himfelf herein, and in his treafure and exchequer affairs, either 
in laying theix foundation, or fpending or preferving them, hath 

been 



























































and government of ftate, which concerueth, Cc. 


been more at large difcourfed in the fecond Chapter. I will here 
only fay} That-a Prince muft carefully preferve himfe ffrom three 
things : Firft from refembliug, by over-great and exceflive impo-~ 
fition, thofe tyrants, fubjceét-mongers, Cannibals; Qui devorant 
plebem ficut efcam panis; PuyaCogey quorum erarium {poliarium civi- 
um cruentarumaue predarum receptaculums Woo dev.ur the people 
as a morfel of bread, and wbofe ftore-boufe is the receptacle of the 
Spoils of the Citizens, and bloody preys: for this breeds danyer of 
tumult, witnefle fo many examples, and miferable accidents ; 
Secondly, from bafe unhoneft parlimony, as well im gathering to- 
gether, (indignum lucrum ex omni occafione odorarts & wt dicéur, 
¢ism & moriny anferres To fmeell unworthy gain out of every occa- 
fins and, as itis aid, to take away even fromthe dead: and theretore iH) 
he mutt not erve his turn herein with accufations, confifcations, un- | 
jut {poils) as in giving nothing, or too little, and that mercenari-~ 

ly and with long and importunate fuit : Thirdly, from violence, in 

the levie of his provifion, and that, if it be poflible, he never feize 

upon the Moveables and utenfils of husbandry. This deth princi- 

pally belong to receivers and purveyers, who by their rigorous 
courfes, expofe the Prince to the hatred of the people, and difho- 

nour him, a people fubril, and crucll, with fix hands and three heads, 

asone faith. A Prince therefore muft provide that they be honclt men, 

aud if they fail in their duties, to correct them feverely with rough 
chaftifement, and great amends; tothe end they may reftore and dif- 

gorge like {punges, that which they have fucked and drawn unjuftly 

trom the people. 

Let us come tothe other worfe enemy, contempt; whichisali- 3 
nifter, bafe, and abje@ opinion of the Prince, and the State, This is “°*""* 
the death of a ftate, as authority is the foul and iife thereof. What 

doth -maintain one only man, yea an old and worn man, overfo 

mary thoufands of men, if not authority, and’ the great cficem of 

his ‘perfon: which if it be once loft by contempt, the Prince and 

State mult neceffarily fall to the ground. And even as authority, 

as hath been faid, is more {trong and large than benevolence, fo con- 

tempt 1s ‘more contrary and dangerous than hatred which dareth 4¥-5. 
not any thing, being held back by fear, ifcontempt which fhaketh 

off fear, arm it not, and giveth courage to execute. Itis true that 
contempt is not focommon, efpecially if he bea true and lawfull ) 
Prince, except he be fucha one, asdoth wholly degrade and profti- Plin. in Pan. | 
tute himfelf, E+ videarur exire de imperios And fecns to give over bis | 
5 Empire. | 
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Empire.. Neverthelefle. we muft fee from whence this-¢ontempt doth: 
come, that. we may the better know how to avoid its It proceedeth . 
from things contrary to.thofe means that win and beget authority, . 
and efpecially. from three, that is to. fay, fromtoo loofe, effeminate, . 
milde, languifhing, and carelefle, or. very-light form of government, 
Ih without any hould or ftay.5 this isa ftate without a tates under fuch 
| ALi form of Princes, the fubjets.are made bold and infolent; all-things being pers 
Mh £0 vermment. : (2 . ape ote ate 
I mitted, becaufe the Prince .takes-.care of nothing, Malura-prinei- 
poem babere fubquonitbil uli liceat : pejus, Sub.que omnia omnibus + Ieis 
an evil thing to bave. a Prince, under whom nothing is lawfubfor any. 
man: But. worfe, to bave bim, under wbhorg.all things. are. lawfull for 
all men. Secondly, from the ill hap,and infelicity ofthe Prince, whe- 
ther it be,in his affairs. which fucceed not well or in his line and iffue 
it he have no Children, whoare a great prop and ftay toa.Prince; or 
in. the. uncertainty of. his fucceffors, whereof Alexander the great 
) complaincd : Orbitas mea quod fine liberis fum, ferniter:: . Munimen 
Lie LANNE, aule, regit liberi: My. rant of Children makes me to be defpifed: Royal 
V4 - Children, are a defence tothe Kings houfe, Thirdly from manners, ef{= 
ieee | pecially diflolute, loofe, and voluptuous, drunkennedfle, gluttony, as 
Wy al{o rufticity, childithneffe, fcurrility. 
14... Thus in.grofle have I {poken.of the. action of-a Prince, To handle 
The diftinfios it more diftinctly. and particularly, we muft remember,as hath been 
of. the attionof (aid in the beginning 5 that it is twofold, peaceable and military : by 
aR UMite the peaceable I here underftand that ordinary a@ion, which is every. 
day-done, and at_all-times ofpeace.and. of warre: by.the military, 
that which is not exercifed, but in time of. war. 
The.peaceable and ordinary .aétion, of.a Sovereign, cannot. be 
| of she poacer wholly prefcribed 5 it-is an.infinite thing, and conlifteth as well in. 
Via y | ea taking heed to..do,.as to do.. We will here give the principal and 
~~ more neceflary.advifements.. For therefore a Prince mutt provide .. 
that he be-faithfully and diligently advertifed ofall things... This (ail 
things) may be.reduced to two heads, whereupon there aretwo forts 
of advertifments and advertifers, who.muft-be futhfall and.afured, 
wife and fecret, though. in. fome there be required a greater liberty 
and couftancy than in others. Some are. to. advertife him of his 
honour, and. duty,.of his defects, and to tell him thetruth. There 
me en | | are no. kind of. peoplein the world, who have fo much need of fach 
Waa ae i | friends,as Princes have; who neither {ce nor underftand, but by the 
Ha | eyesandearsofanother. They maintainand hold up a publick life, 
ax¢ to fatishe fo many people, have.fo many things hid from them, 
that. 


osfaligitye... 
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that before they be aware, they fall into the hatred-and deteftation of 
their people, for matters that would be eafily remedied and cured, 
if:they; had been in time. advertifed cf:them. On the other. fide 
free advertifements, which are the beft offices of true amity, are pe- 
rillous about Soveraigus, though Princes be over-delicatey.and thew: 
great infirmity, if: for their good.and profit, they: cannot-endure a 
tree advertifement, which entorceth nothing, it being in theirpow- 
er whatfoever. they. hear, to do-what they» lift: others are.toad- 
vertife the Prince. whatfoever-pafleth, not only amongtt his {ub- 
jets, and within the circuit of.his State, bat with his bordering 
neighbour 5 4:fay, of all, that concerneth cither afaroff, or near at 
hand, his own ftate or his-neighbours,. Thefe two kind ‘of people. 
auf{wer:in fome fort to thofe two friends of Alexander, Ephe(tion and. - 
Graterus, of whomsthe one loved the King, the other Alexander y that 
is to fay, the one the ftate, the other the perfon. 
Secondly, a-Prince mult alwaies have a little book in his hand or 1g 
memorial containing three things :firft and principally.a brief regifter 2 US heed 
of the affairs of the ftate; tothe end he. mayknow what he muft memorial of ° 


i ; th wir ts 
do; what is begun to be done, and that.there remain nothing.” ' Affairs: 


imperfect and illexecuted:A catalogue or Bed-roll of the moft wor- 26 Pe fee 
thy perfonages that have well deferved,or are likely to deferve well 
of the weal-pvblick: A-memorial of the gifts which. he. hath be= 3. Giftn 
ftowed, to. whom, and wherefore 5 otherwife, without thefe three, “ 
there mutt neceffarily follow’many inconveniences. The ereatelt .. 
Psinces and wifeft Politicians have ufed it, Agu tus, Tiberius Vefpafian, 

Trajan; Adyian, the Antonties: 

Thirdly, inafmuch as one-of the principal duties of aPrince, is = 16 ° 
to appoint and order both rewards and.punithments, the one where- 3° 7 appeins 
of.1s favorable, the other odious, a Prince.muft retain-unto bimfelf nies doit 
the diftribution of rewards, as eitates, honours, immunities, reftituti- pas 
ons, graces,.and favours; and leaveunto his Officers, to execute and 
pronounce condemnations, forfeitures , conhfcations, deprivations, 
and other punifhments. 

Fourthly,.in. the diftribution. of rewards, gifts, and good deeds, 
he mutt alwaies:be-ready and willing. to give them:betore they be a re ae 
asked, ifhe can; and not tolook thathe (hould refufe them :and he 
mult give them himfelf, if-it may: be; or caufe them to begiven in 
lisiprefenee. By. this means gifts and good turns thall be better re-. 
ceived, and given. to better purpofe: and he fhall avoid two-great 
and. common. inconveniences, which deprive men of honour and 

. worth: 
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The fecond part of this Politick Prudence 


worth of thofe rewards that are due unto them: the one isa long 
purfuit, difficult and chargeable, which a man muft undergo, to ob- 
tain that which he would , and thinketh to have deferved, which is 
no fmall grief to honourable: minds, and men off{pirit. The other, 
that after a man hath obtained of the Prince a_ gift, before he can 
poffefle it, it cofteth the one half, and more, of that it is worth, and 
many times comes to nothing. 

18 Let us come: to the military action, whol'y nec. flary for the pre- 
Of the military fervation and. defence of a Prince, of the fubjects, and the whole 
atlion which ~ftate. let. us {peak thereof bricfly. -All this matter or fubje@may be 
geet reduced to three heads. To enterprife, make, finifh war. Jn the en- 
Toenterprife, »terprile, there mult be two things, juftice and prudence, and ana- 
where two  ‘voidance of their contrarices, injuttice and temerity. Firft, the war 
things are ve- «mult be juft, yea juttice muft march before valour, as deliberation 
quired. before execution. Thefe reafons muft be of no force, yea abhorred 
‘That right -confifte:b in forces Ibat the iffue or evenrdecidcih it, ‘That 
the ftronger-carrieth it away. But a Prince muft look into the caufe, in- 
-to the ground and foundation, and notinto the iffue: Warre hath 
its Laws and Ordinances as well as Peace. God favoureth juft 
watres,and giveth the victory to whom it pleafethhim ; aad there- 
fore we muft hrft make our felves capable of this favour, by the equi- 
ty of theenterprife. Warre then muft not be begun and undertaken 
*Plin.in Pan, for all caufes, upon every occafion : Non ex emni cccafione querere 
triumphum + Not to feek trinmph for every occafion, And above all a 
Prince muft take heed that ambition, avarice, colour, poffeffe him 
not, and carry him beyond reafon, which are alwaies, to fay the 
“Saluf. truth, the more ordinary motivesto warre: Una @ ea vetus cau{s 
bellandi eft profunda cupido imperit & divittarum: maiximam gloriam 
in maximo insperio putant: Rupérefadus impins lucri furor, & ira pre- 
ceps: One, and that an ancient caufe of waris, the greedy defire ofrule and 
of riches : they efteen the greatet gloryin the greatelt command : the wicks 

ed rage of gain, breaketh leagues, andttirs up wrath, 


19 That a war may be indll points juft, three things are neceflary ; 

oaks pnt that it be denounced and undertaken by him that hath power to do 
pik juft. it, which is oncly the Sovereign. 

20 That it be fora juft caufe, fuch as a defenfive war is, which is abfo- 

-Cic pro Milo, lutely juft, being juftified by all reafon amongit the wife, by neceffity 

-amongft the barbarians, by nature amongtt beafts : I (ay defenfive, 

‘ofhimielf, that is, of his lite, his liberty, his parents, his country: of 


his 

















































and government of fate, which concerneth, Cc. 
his allies and confederates, in regard of that faith he hath given, 


of fuch as are unjuftly opprefled. Qui non defendit, nec obfijtit, fipo- In officiis 


set, injurié , tam et tn vitio, quam fi parentes, aut patriam, aut { cios 
deferat: He that defendeth not, nor refiteth injury, if be can, is as much 

in fault, as if be betrayed bis parents, his countrey, or his friends. Thele 

3. heads of defence are within the bounds of juftice, according ro Salut 
S. Ambrofe 3 Fortitudy, gue per bella iuetur & barbaris patriam, vil de- 
fendit infirm)s, vel a latronibus focios, p'ena juftiie oft > Iris forticnde 

full of juftice, which by wars defendeth ibe Countrey form barbariins, or pro 
tecieth the wezk, or cempanions or friends from robbers. Anothcr more 
briefly divided it in two heads, faith and fatety; Nulum Lelum_a 
civitate optima fufcipitur, nift aut pro fide. aut pro falute: Na war is 
undertaken by any worthy city, but atber for fairbfullneffe or for fafety. 
And to offenfive war he puts two conditions; that it proceed from - 
fome former offence givens as outrage or ufurpation, and having re- 
demanded openly by.a Herald that waich hath been furprifed and ta- 
ken away (pat clarigati mem) and fought it-by way of jnftice, which 
muft ever go foremott. For ifmen be willing to fubmic themfelves 
unto jultice, and reafon, there. let them ttay themfelves ifnot,the piyiys, 
Jaft, and therefore neceflary, is jult and lawful : Juftum bellum qui- 

bus neceffarium, pix arma quibus nulla nifi in armis relinguirur foes: That 

war is jut, to whim it is neceffarys arms are honeft and righte.ssto 

them, that b.ve no other b.pe or r.fuze left, but only in arms» .. 


Thirdly, toa good end,that is to fay, peace and quictnefle. §.:pien- 
tes pacis caufa bellum gerunt, labsrem {oe otitfujtentant > utin pace fi- 
‘ne injuria vivant: wife:men wage war for peace fake, and {tain la~ 
bour in bope of relt : that they may live in peace without injury. 


After juftice cometh prudence, whereby a man doth advifedly 23, 
delibcrate, before, by {ouad of trumpet, he publifheth the war. And Prudence. 
therefore, that nothing be done out’of patlion, and over-rathly, it 
is neceffary. that he confider of the points; offorcesand means, as 
well his own,ashis enemies: fecondly, of the hazzard and dange- 
rous revolution of humane things, efpecially of arms, which are vari- 
able, and wherein fortune hath greateft credit, and exercifeth more 
her Empire than in any. other. thing, wherein the iffue may be fuch, 
thatinanhourit carricth all: Sineulparts ac fperatz, decora unius bo peyere 
r@ fortuna vertere poet : Lhe foriune of x8 bour msy overthrow all ho- f 
nvtr both gottenand hoped for. 

Thirdly, 


Plin.].2a.naet 
hit. Cap. 2, 










































































“Rt i The fecond part of this Politick Prudence 

Thirdly, of thofe great evils, infelicities, and publ ick and parii- 

cular-miferies, which war doth neceffarily bring withit, and which 

 be-fuch as the only.imagination is lamentable. Fourthly,-ofithe ca- 

Jumnies, maledictions, and reproaches that are {pread abroad againgt 

| the authors of the war,.by reafon of thofe evils, and miferies that fol- 

‘il low it. For thereis nothing more {ubje@ to the tongues and jude- 

| -ments. of:men than War. Bat all lighteth upon the Chieftain.  Jyg- 

Hl | guiffima bellorum conditio bec eft, profpera omnes fibi vexdicant, adver- 

Vy {2 ani imputantur: This is a molt unjet conditition of war, when all de 

1 . challenge to themfelves the profper.us events, and the unb wwpy {ucceffes 

| areimsputed ‘to one alawe. All thefe things together make the juftedt 

Hh war that may: be, deteftable, faith S. Auzujtines and therefore: it 

| {tandeth a Severeign upon, not to enter into warres but upon great 

neceflity, as it is faid of Aaguftuss and nor to fufler himfelftohe 

. carried by thofe incendiaries and firebrands of warr, who for fome 

“Pinder. - particular paflion, are ready to kindle and inflame him. Quibus inpa- 

ce duritts fervitinm oft, inid nati, ut nec ipfi quicfeant, neque alios finant: 

They to whom fervice ts hard in peace, are born to this, that neither them- 

Selves can be quiet, nor yet fuffer others. And thefemen are commonly 

fuch, whofe nofes do bleed whenthey cometo-thefaG it elf Du'ce 

belluminexpertis : Waris [weetefttotheim ibat bavenot known it. A wile 

Sovereign will keep himfelfin peace, neither provoking, nor fearing 

war, neither difguieting either his own ttate, or anothers, betwixt 

' hope and fear, nor coming to thofe extremities of perifhing him- 
felf, or making others to.perith, 





23 The fecond ,head of military ation, is, Toumake wary whereunto 
he fecond are required three things, Munitions, Men, Rules of war. The firft 
head tomake 5. provifion and munition ofall things neceflaryfor war, which muft 
ear, where- , ‘ : : . a eee. 
es tps be done in good time and at Jeif{ure: ferit were great indiferetion 
things are ve- in €Xtremities to-be employed about the fearch and provifion of 
quired, thofe things.which he fhould have alwaies.ready, Dis apparandum 
Provifion, and 92 as vincas celerins: It wenft be long preparing, that ibew mayeft 
Aid Munition oy Speedier overeome. Now of the ordinary and .perpetual provifi- 
Be vil on required for the.good of .their Prince and the State ac all times, 
1) Hy hath beenfpoken in the firlt part ofthis Chapter, whichis wholly 
eh ae | | of this f{ubje@. ‘The principal .provifions and munitions of war are 

Vit ae three, Money, .which is the vital fpirit, and finews of war, whereof 
hath been fhewed in the fecond Chapter. 2. Arms both offenfive 
and defenfiye, whereof likewife heretofore. Thefe two are ordi. 
Harry 
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nary, and at all times, 3. Victuals, warhout whicha: mancan mrither 
conquer, nor live; whole armus are overthrown without a blow 
ftrucken, fouldicrs grow licentious and unruly, and itis not poflible 
todo any good, D.fcipliaam non fervat jejunus exer citas, A fifting and Ca% yd. 
hungry Army objervets no difcipline. But this is an extraordinary: provi ‘ 
(ion, and not perpetual, and isnot made but for War. Itis neceflary 
therefore, that.in the deliberating of War, there be great Store-houles 
made for Victuals, Corn, poudred Fleth, both.for the Army which is 
m the field, and forthe Garrifonsin the Frontiers, which may be be- 
licged. 

The f.cond thing, required to make War, are men fit to affail and “4 
to. dcfend 5 we mult diftinguiththem. The firft diftinction is into Mex. 
Souldiers, and Leaders or Captain, both are nceeflary. The Soul- 
diers are the Body, the Captains the Soul, the life of the Army, who 
give motion and action: We will {peak frit of ch Souldiers, who 
inake the Body in grofle. There are divers forts ofthem :. Fhere are 
Footmen and-Ho:femen;. natural ofthe fame Country, and ftran- 
gers 3 ordinary and: fublidiary. We mutt firit compare them all toge- 
ther, to the end, we may-know.which are the bettcr, and to be pre> 
terredsand afterwards we will {ee how to make our cholcesand laitly, 
how.to govern and difcipline them. 

In this comparifon.all.are not of oneaccord. Some,cfpccially rude 75 


i 


and barbarous peop e, prefer horfemen before footmen » others. quite Ruther Fo 
contrary» Aman:may fay that the foot aretimply and abiolutely the than Horjeés 


beteer, for they ferve both chrovghout the War, and inal! places, and 
_atalkoc alions; whereas in hilly, rough, craggie, and ftreight places 
and in fieges, the Cavalry is almoft unprofitable, They are likew ile 
more ready and leffechargeable: and it they be.welllead and armcd, 
as it isfit they thould, they cndu#é the thock of the harfemen. They 
are likewife profrred by {uch as are Doctors in this Art. Aamian may 
fay that che Cavalry is better. in Combat, and for a {pcedy difpatch » 
Equitrium.virinin pr iprinm, cito.pararey ito cedere vitioriam + “Et as pro- 
per. to the Troops of Horfcmen.guickly ta.get, and quickly to lofe tbe victory. 
For the foot are not-fo fpecdy, but what thcy do, they. perform more . 
farely. 

As tor natural Souldiers and ftrangers, divers men are Tikewifeef 23 


: f : . : a ie ae 
divers. opin-ons touching, thuir precedency 5 but without all doubt 4#4 74 k- 


rd 
the natural aremued bitter, becaufe they-are more loyal than. merce: " thaws 


nary. firangers; JEP SH? 
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Venale(qs manus ubi fas, ubi maxima merccs. 
Thefe mercenary hands that ufe to fight, 
For greateft wages, not for greateft right. 

More patient and obedient, carrying themfelves with more ho- 
nour and refpect towards their Leaders, more courage in Combats, 
more affection to the Victory, and goed of their Countrey: They coft 
Jefs and are more ready than ftrangers, who are many times muti- 
nous, yea in greateft neceflities, making more ftirre, than doing fer- 
vice, and the moft part of them are importunate, and burdenfome to 
the Common-weal, cruel to thofe ofthe Countrey, whom they for- 
ragc as enemies. Their coming and departure is chargable, and many 
times they are expected and attended with great loife and inconve- 
nicnce. If in fome extremity there be need of them, be it fo, but yee 
Jet them be in faire leffle number _ than the natural, and Ict them make 
but a member and part of the Army, not the Body. For there is dan- 
ger, that if they {hall fee themfelves equalin force, or more {trong 
tnan the natural they will make themfelves their mafters that called 
them, as many times as hath fallen out. For he ismafter of the State, 
that is mafter of the Forces. And again, ifit be poflible, let them be 
drawn from Allies and confederates, who bring with.them more 
truft and fervice than they that are fimple ftrangers. For to make 
more ufe offtrangers, or to employ them more than natural Sub- 
jets, is to play the Tyrants, who tear their Subjects ; and becaufe 
they handle them like Enemies, they make themfelves odious unte 
them, whereby they .fear to arm them, or to employ them in the 
‘Wars. 

As touching ordinary Souldiers and fubfidiaries,both are necefla- 
ry, but the difference between themis, that the ordinary are leffe in 
number, are.alway afoot and in arts, both in peace, and in warre:and 
of thefe we have {poken in the provifion, a people wholly deftinated 
and confined to the .Wars, formed to all exercife of Arms, refolute, 
This is the ordinary force of the Prince, his honour in peace his 
fafegard in War: fuch were the Reman Legions: Thefe fhould be 
divided by Troups in times ofpeace, to the end they raife nocom- 
motions. The fubfidiaries are in far greater number, but they are not 
perpetual, and wholly deftinated to War: they have other Vocati- 
ons: Ata need and in times of War, they are called by the found of a 
‘Trumpet, enrolled, muftered, and inftructed to the Wars; and in 
times of peace they return, and retire themfelves to their Vocati- 
Ons. 





We 
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We have underftood their diftinctions and differences, we muft 
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now confider of the good choice of them: A matter whereof we multe to chafé 


be carefully advifed, not togather many, andin great numbers, for 
number winncth not the Victory, but Valour 3 and commonly they 
are but few that give the Overthrow. Anunbridled multitude doth 
more hurt than good. Now vires haber fed pondus, potins impedimentu mn 
cuam auxilium: I: is not of force, but a burdens a hinderance rather 
than abelp. Victory then confifteth not in the number, but in the force 
and valour; Manibus pits eft bello, non mulizs nominibus : In war ibere 
is need of hands, not of miny names. There mult thercfore be a great 
care in the choice of them (not prefling them pell-mell) that they 
be not voluntary Adventurers, ignorant of War, taken forth of Ci- 
ties, corrupt, vicious, diffolute in their manners, arrogant Boafiers, 
hardy and bold to pillage, far enough off from blows, leverets i dan- 
gers 3 Affucti latrocintis bellorum infolentes, galeati lepores, purgamen- 
ta urbiun, quibus cb egellatem Ce flagitia maxina peccandi neceffiiudo : 
Accuftomed to pillage, and the Robberics of the Wars, infolent, armed bares, 
the off-feum of the City, on whom want aud the crim-s they be fubjetl unto, 
have brought a neceffity of offending. 

To chufe them well, there needs judgment, attention and inftru- 


29 


ction, and to this end five things mutt be confidered of, that is to fay EleHion of 


the place of their birth and education. They muft be.taken out of/ 


ouldiers cow- 


ifferh in five 


the felds, the mountains, barren and hard places, Countreys neer ad-+ hings 
joyning to the Sea, and brought up. in all manner of labour. Ex agris 1.Conntreye 
fupplendum precipue robur exercitus, apiior armis rufticaplebs fab: dio & Vi get: 


in laboribus enutrita ipfo terre fae filo & colo acrims animantur. Et 
‘minus mortem timet gui-minus deliciarum novit in vita: The strength 
of ibe, Army is chiefly to be fupplied out of the field; Countrey people are 
fitter for Arms, being trained up abroad in the air and in labours, are 
more eagerly enccuraged Ly the fil and open air of the fields. And befea- 
veth death leat, who bith leaft tafted of delaghts in: his life. For they 
that are brought up in Cities, in the pleafant fhadow and delights 
thereof, in gain, are morc idle, mfolent, effeminate Vernaculo multi- 
tudo, lafeivie fucta, laborum intolerans. Tbe: home-bred- multitude, ufed 
to floath and wantouncfs, arezmpatient of labour. Secondly, the age, that 


they be taken young, 
pliant and obedient: the elder are poffeffed with. many vices, and 


not fit for Difcipline. 
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at eighteen years of age, when they are molt .. 


Thirdly, the bodies, which fome will have to be of great ftature,? 


ceeTtTare 


Tacit. 
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Bodies. 
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as Murins and Pyrrbws: But though it be but indifferent, fo the body 
be ftrong, dry, vigorous, linewie, of a fierce look, it is all One. Dura ccr 
fora, firidi artusminax vulias, major animj vizore Hird bodies, well hwit 
joy2's, a fierce and threatning COUMLER INC, grest courage aud Vig our of Pi- 
ie . 

Fourthly, the Spirit, which muft be lively, réfolute, bold, glorious, 
fearine per Wucl Jor 


, bOcarng fo much as dihonour an 


“proach, 

buicaly, the condition, which importetly much 3 for they chat are of 
a bafe and infamous condition or: cithoncft gualicies, or fuchas are 
mingled with the cfleminate Arts ferving for celicacy,and for women 
are no way fir for this profeflior. . 

After the choice and Election, cometh Difcipline: for it is not 
cneugh to have chofen thofe that are capable, and likely to prove 
good Sou'diers, ifaman makethem not good; and it bemmakethem 
yood, if he keep and continuethemnot tach, Nature makes afew 
men valiant, it 13 good Inftitution and Difcipline that doth it.. Now 
it is hard to fay how neceffary and profitable good Difcipline is in 
War: Thisis all in all, it isthisthat made Reme to Hourith, and that 
vonit the Signory ofthe world; yea, it wasin greater account, than 
the loveofthcir Children, Now the principa: point of Dilcipline is in 
Obedience, to which end ferved that ancient precept, 
dier mutt more fear his Captain than bis Enemy. 

Now this Difcipline mutt tend to two ends; to make the fouldiers 
valiant, and honefi men : and therefore it bath two parts, Valour and 
Manners. To Valour, three things are required; daily Exercift in 
Arms, wherein they mult always keep themtelves, in pra¢tice with- 
out intermiffion ; and from hence cometh the Latine word Exerci- 
tus which figniheth an Army.This Exercife in Arms, isan infiru@i- 
on to manage and ufe them well, to prepare themfelves for Com- 
bats,to draw benefit from Arms,with dexterity to defend thermfelves, 
to difcover and. prefent unto them whatfoever may fall out inthe 
hight, and come to the tryal,asina ranged battel :_ to propofe Re- 
wards to the more aétive, and to enflame them. 

‘Secondly, travel or pains, which isas well to harden them to la- 
bour, to fweatings, to duft, Exercitus laboreprojcit, otio confenefcit, An 
Army profiteth by labour, and decayeth with eafé and id/eneffe, as for 
the good and fervice of the Army, and Fortification of the Field, 
whercby they muft learn to digge, to plant a Palifade, to ordera 
Earricado, to run, to carry heavy Burthens, Thefe are neceflary 
things, as well to defend themlelyes, as to offend and furprife the 


Enemy. 


{ 
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That a Soul- 
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Enemy. Thirdly, Order, which is of great ule, and muft be kept in 3: Order. 

War for divers caufes,and after a divers manner.Firit, inthe diftriby- 
tion of the Troops, into Battalions, Regiments, Enfigns, Camerades, 
Secondly, in the fituation of the camp, that it be difpofed into quar-~ 
ters with proportion, having the places, entries, iffues, lodgings fitted 
both for the horfemen and footmen, whereby it may be ealie for eve= 
ty man to findhis quarter, his companion. Thirdly, in the march in 
the field, and again{ftthe Enemy, that every onc hold his Rank; that 
they be equally diftant the one from the other, neither too neer, nor 
too far from one another. Now this order is very neceflary, and 
{erves for many purpofes. ‘It is ‘very pleafing to the eye, cheareth 
up friends, aftonifheth the Enemy, fecureth the Army, maketh all the 
Removes and the Commands of the’ Captains eafie 3 in fuch fort, thac 
without ftirre, without confufion the General commandeth, and from 
hand to hand his intents and purpofescome even to the leaft. Tupe- 
rium ducis fimnl-omnes copie fentiunt, @ ad nuium regeniis fine tumul- 
tu vefpondent. All the Army togeiber know their Leaders command; and 
anfrer without tumult, the will of the General. To be bricf this order 
well kept, maketh an Army almoft invincible; and contrarily many 
have loft the field for want of this good order, and good intelli- 
gences | 


The fecond part of this Military Difcipline concerneth manners, "92 
which are commonly very diffolute, andin Arms hardly ordered; A/= Manners, 
Sidue dimicantibus difficile morum cuftodire menfitram : It is a hard the fecond 
matter for fouldiers, that are in continual employment, to Rech a meafure part of 
in their manners, Nevertheleffe, there muh be pains taken, and Difcipline. 
efpecially to enftall, (ific may be) three Virtues ; Continency, where- Coxtinencie. 
by all Gluttony, Drunkennefs, Whoredome, and all manner of ditho- 
neft pleafures are chafed away, whichdomake aSouldierloofe and 
licentious. Degenerat a robore ac virtute sniles aljuctudine volupta- Tacit. 
ium A Souldier degentrateth from courage and. virtne, by cuftome of 
Senfital pleafures, witnels, Hannibal, who by delicacy and delights 
in a Winter was effeminated, and he, by -Vice, was vanquifhed, 
that was invincible, and by Arms vanquithed all others. Modelty in Modefty. 
words, driving away all vanity, vain boafting, bravery of fpeech; 
for true valour ftirreth not the tongue, but the hands, doth not 
{peak but execute. Viri nati maAlitie, factis magni, ad verborum 
lingueg, certamina rudes : difcrimen ipfum certaminis differunt : 
virt fortes, in opere acrés, ante id plactdi. Men that are born 

for Warfare be flout in deeds, and rude in words; prolong the danger 
Cre 
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she confet: 2 aliant mez are flercei in €xicution. And contrarily g ereat 


peaxersare {mall doers. Nismti ve ‘bis,lingua feroces, Now the tongue 


' - Z 
See eo - 3-6 


or counfel, the hand for combat, ith Homer ; Modeft ty inaction, 


that 1s, a imple and ready obedience, without merehandizing o 
ontradi¢ting the commands of the captains: ) Hee fust bone mi- 
tie, vele, vereri, obedire: Thefe things are fit in good Soubdiers, to ftand 
a fear, and ready to obey. Abftinency, whereby Souldiers keep their 
ands clean from violence, forraging, robbery. And thisisa briefe 
umme in the military difcipline; that which the General muf 
trengthen by rewards and recompences ofhonour towards the good 
and valourous, and by fevere punilhments againft offenders: forin 
dulgence undoeth fouldiers. 

Let this fudfice of Souldiers: Now a word or two of Captains, 
without whom the fouldier can to nothing; they area bedy with- 
ut a foul, a fhip with oars without a Mafter to hold the fern - 
There are two forts, the General and firft, and afterwards the fab- 
altern, the Mafier of the Camp, Collonels: But the General (who 

: ever he: bat one” und-=r meine A ee | ee 
muft never be but one, under pain Of iolcing ail) 3S alimall. And 


y Ss 
efo one st taat.* chase an 2 7 loas muchas 
crore if 15 igid, tliat 2 army Cah doas mucnas: 


és, cuam in exerchin > repofe more in th 
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e; and as much account muft be made of himasofa 
7 = r 74 


Pi 
: be army. Now this Generaliscit 
‘ ~~ F 7 
Sovereign, © fack as he hath committed 
Es 


7 
f ; 
ther the Pris nce himfelf an 
or a i 
f. The prefence ofa Prince 1 
bE 


os 


be requifite when it flandeth upont 
] ; + _ ac 3F 
and ofa Province. In warres of lef 


| By 


epute another; Dubiis preltorums exempins 
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uta GC imberii (citlum refervet : In 4 doubtful batil. be 
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¢ experienced in the Art military, having 
cundarum ames 5s TumjBe reTAM 
jeiens eoque interritu, Having vofhed both Lee and bad fortune, ana 
therefore ribs Secondly, | ift be provident and well ad vi 
fed; and the id, and tled ; 5 farre from all temerity. 
and perc ipifation yhich is not only foolith, but unfortunate Fol 
faults in warre cannot be mended: Nom ficet in bello bis peccare : 
committed in marre, And therefore he 
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mutt rather look back, than before hims Ducem cportet peté: 
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and government of ftate, which concerneth, Gc. 
us refpicere quam profpicere. Thirdly, he muft be vigtlant and active, 
and by his own example,teaching his fouldiers to do his will.Fourthly, 
happy; good fortune comes from heaven,but yet willingly it follow- | 
eth and accompanieth thefe three firtt qualities. I 





After the munitions and men of warre,let us come to the rules head 34 | 
and general advifementsto make warre- This third point is a very Th: third point | 
great and neceflary infirament of warre, without which both muni- cy ee 
tions and men, are but phantafies; Plura confilio cuane vi perficiun- ae ¢ 
tur’, More things are brought to paffe by counfel than by force. Now to 
prefcribe certain rules and perpetual, itis impoffible; For they de- | 
pend of fo many things that are tobe confidered of, and whereuntua i 
man muft accommodate himfelf, whereupon it was well {aid, That 
men give not counfel to the affairs, but the affairs to men, thata man ie 
mult order his war by his eye. A man mutt take his counfél in H | 
the field Confilium in arena: tor new occurrents yield new countels. i | 
Neverthelefle there are fome fo general, and certain, that a man | 
cannot fail in the delivery and obfervation ofthem. We will briefly 
fet down fome few of them, whereunto a man may adde as occafions 
thall fall out. Some are to be obferved throughout a war, which 
we will {peak ofin the firft place others are for certain occafions and 
affairs. 

1. The firlt is carefully to watch and to meet the occafions : not to Rules for the 
Jofe any, norto permit, if it-be poftible, the enemy to take his: oc- whole time of 
cafion hath a great place in all humane affairs, efpecially in war, @"* 
where it helpeth more than force. 

2. To make profit of rumours and reports that run abroad, for 
whether they be true or falfe, they may do much, efpecially in the 
beginning, Fama bella conftant, fama bellum confictt, infpem metimue 
impellit animos, By fame or report wars continue, fameendeth war, and | 
maiveth mens minds either to hope or fears || 

3+ But when a man is entred his courfe, let not reports trouble | 
him: he may confider of them, but let them not hinder him to do 
that he fhould, and what he can, and let him ftand firm to that which 
reafon hath counfelled him. 

4. Above all; he mutt take heed of too great a confidence and 
affurance, whereby he grow intocontempt of his enemy, and theres 
by becomes negligent and careleffe; it is the moft dangerous evil | 
that can fall out in war. He that contemneth his enemy, dif- I} 
covereth and betrayeth himfelf, Fregueatiffimum initium calami~ | 
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The fecoud part of this Politich Prudence ° 
tatis feeuritas. Nem celerins Opprimitur quam qui now timet. Nil inte 
inbonefte defpicitur : quem {preveris, valentiorem negligenttA faci es : Seen~ 

rity is the molt common beginning of calamity.No man is fooner overcome than 

be that feareth not: No:bing fafely is to be de{pifed, in an Enemy : thou wilt 

mike by thy negligence, bimwhom thou def pif eft, more {trong and valiant. 

There is nothing in War that muft be defpifed: for therein there is 

nothing little, and many times that which feemeth toa man to be of 

{tnall moment, yieldeth great effects, Sepe parvis momentis magni - 
eafus: wt nibiltimendi, fic nibil contensnendi : From things of {mall mo- 

ment oftentimes arife great events: As nothing is feared fo nothing is to be 

comtemucd. 

5 To enquire very carefully,and to know theeltate and affairs of 
the Enemy, elpecially thefe points: 1. The nature, capacity, and de- 
fignments of the Chieftain. 2. The nature minnersand manner of 
lite of his.Enemies. 3. The fituation of the places, and the nature of 
the. Countrey where he is.. Hannibal was excellent in this. - 

6 Touching the fight or main battel, many things are advifedly 
to be confidered of; when, where, againft whom, and how; to the 
end it be not tofmall purpofe. Anda man muft not come to this ex- 
tremity, but with great deliberation, but rather make choice of any 
other mean, and feek to break the force of his Enemy by patience, 
and to fuffer him to beat himfelf with time, with the place, withthe 
want ofmany things before he come to this hazzard. For the iffuc 
of Battels isvery uncertain, and dangerous: Incerti exitus pugnarum 


| Mars communis quifepe fpoliantem & jam exultantem evertit, & perculit 


When. 


ab abjecto: The iffue and event of war is uncertain: Mars is common to 
all who. often cverthroweth him that Spoiletb, and now trinumphetb, and con- 
foundeth- aud firiketh him by the abject, and by him thet was vanguilh~ 
ed. 
7 Aman then muft not come tothe Battel, but feldome, that is . 
to fay in great neceflities, or for fome great occafion. In neceffity, as 
if the difficulties grow on his part; his vians, histreafure faileth; his- 
men begin to diftafte the Wars, and will be gone, and he cannot long, 
continues Capienda rebus in malis praceps via eft: In extremities a 
fidden courfe ts to Letaken upon great occafions,as ifhis part be clear- 
ly the ftronger that the victory:feemeth to offer it felf, That the ene- 
my is weak, and will fhortly be ftronger,and will offer the Battel, that 
he is out ofdoubt and fear, and thinketh his enemy far off; thathe is 
weary and faint, revi¢tualleth himfelf; his horfes feed upon the 
Litter. 


8 He. 
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8. He muft confider the place, for this is a inatter of great confe- Where. 


quence in battels. In general, he muftnot attend (if he may prevent 
it) his enemy, ull; he enter withimhis own territories. He muft go 
forth to meet him, or at leaft tay him inthe entrance. Andifhe be 
already entred, not hazzard the battel, before he have another Ar- 
my in readinefs, to ‘make.a fupply; otherwife he puts his Scatein 
hazzard. More particularly, -he mutt confider the field where the 
Battel is to be tought, whether it be ft for himfelf, or his Enemy: 
for the tieldmany times gives a great advantage. The plain Cham- 
pion is good for the Cavalry ; ftrait and narrow places, fet with piles, 
tull of Ditches, Trees, for the Infantry. 

9. He mutt confider with whom he is'to fight, not with the ftreng- 
eft, I mean not the ftrongeft men, but the ftrongeft and ftouteft coura- 
ges. Now there is net any thing that giveth more heart and courage, 
than Neceflity, an enemy invincible. And therefore I fay, that aman 
muft never fight with fuchas aredcfperate. This agreeth with the 
former, that is, not to hazzard a battel within his own Countrey ; for 
an enemy being entred, fighteth defperately, knowing if he be van* 
guifhed, he cannot efcape death, having neither fortrefs, nor any 
place ofretreator fuccour 5 Unde neceffitas in loco, fhes in virtute [alus, 
ex victoria: When neceffity is in place, hope is in courage and refolution, 
and fafety out of vitiory. 


Jo. The manner of ight that brings beft advantage witht, what- He. 


foever it be, isthe befi: whether it be furprife, fubtilty, c ofe and co- 
vert faining to bear, tothe end, he may draw the Enemy, and catch 
him in his gins Spe victorta ineducere, ut vincanter : To bring him inte 
hope of Victory, that be may be vanquifhed s to watch and mark his o- 
ver-fights and taults, that he may the better prevail againit him, and 
give the charge. rye 

For ranged battels, thefe things are required.The firft and prin- 


cipal, is a good andcomely ordering of his people. 2. A fupply and Rules 
fiiccour alwayes ready, but clofe and hidden, tothe end, that coming ged battels, 


fuddenly and unawares, it mayaltonith and confound the Enemy. 
For all fudden things, chough they be vain and ridiculous, bring fear 
and aftonifhment with them. 
Primi in omnibus p) # iis ocult vintuntur & aterese 
In skirmifhes andbattels all, 
The eyes and eares are firjt that fall. | 
3.° Tobe firftin the field, and ranged in battel aray. This a Gene- 
ra} doth with fo muth the more eafe, and it much encreafeth the 
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| courage of his Souldiers, and abateth his enemies ; for thisis to mak e~ 
[ himfclf the affailant,who hath alwaies more heart than the defendant, 

, 4. A beautiful, gallant, bold, refolved countenance, of the General 

and others Leaders. §, Au oration to encourage the Souldiers, and.to 

Jay open unto them the honour, commodity, and fecurity that there 

is in valour; that difhonour, danger, death, are the reward of 

cowards: Minus timorts minus pertculi, audaciam pro muro effe y effu~ 

gere mortem, qui eam contemnit : Theleffefear, thelefé danger 5 courage 

as a wall of defence, he avoideth death that contemns it. 


¢ 


~ 


nee j Being come to hand-ftrokes, ifthe Army waver, the General muft 
Bausig Jopne 


Forel hold him frm, to the duty of arefolute Leader, and brave man at 
| hat arms, run before his aftonifhed Souldiers, ftay them recoyling, thruft 
Al himfclf into the throng, make all to know, both his own, and his e- 

ri | nemies that his head, his hand, his tongue trembleth not, 

And if it fall out, that he have the better, and the field be his, he 
muft ttay, and with-hold them, left they {catter and disband them- 
iclves, by too obftinate a purfuit of the vanquifhed. That is. tobe. 
feared, which hath many. times come to pafle, that the vauquithed 
gathering heart, make ufe of defpair, gather to a head, and vanquilh.. 7 
the vanguifher, forthis Neceffity isa violent School-miftrifs. Clanfis 
ex defperatione crefcit audacia: & cum {pei nibil et, fumit arma for- 
mido: The.courage of them that are enclofed, groweib out. f defpair s 

4 and when there is no hope, fear taketh arms. Itis better togive paffage. . 

ye unto them, and to remove all letsand hindrance that may ftay their 

flight. Much lefle muft a General fufler himfélf or his men, to at- 
tend the booty, or to be allured thereby. over haltily, if he be Con- 
querour. He muft ufe his viGory wifely, left the abufe thereof turn 

to his own harm. And therefore he muft not defile it with cruelty, 

oe depriving the enemy ofall hope, forthereis danger init. Ignavian... 

neceffitas acuity fepe defperatio [pei caufa eft, graviffimifunt morfus ir- 
ritate.ntceffitatis : Neceffity Sharpneth comardize 5 defpair is oftentimes 
she caufe of bape, muft birter are the bitings of urged neceffity. But cone , 
trarily,he mutt leave fome occafion of hope, and overture unto peace, 
not {poiling and ranfacking the Countrey, which he hath conquer~. 
eds for fury and rage are dangerous beafts. Again, he muft not {tain 

eli his victory with infolency, but carry himfelf modeftly, and alwayes . 

oui remcihber the. perpetual flux and reflux of this World, and that al- 

ternative revolution, whereby from, advertity {pringeth profperity, 
from piolperity adyerfity. There are fome that cannot digelt a good 
fOrs ’ 























































and government of (tate, which concerueth, Cnc. 
“fortune: Magnam felicitatem coucoquere non poffunt: fortuna vitrea 
ets tunc cum fplendet, frangitur: O inidam fiductam! & fepe vitior 
victus: They cannot digeft great felicity: fortune is brittle and flippery, 


when it fhineth, it breaketh: O faithleffe confidence! that ofien the vitior 


is vanguifbed. Ifhe be vanquifhed,wifdome is neceflary to weigh well, 
and conlider of hisloffe; it is fottifhnefsto make himfelf believe thac 
it is nothing, and to feed himfelf with vain hopes, to fuppreffe the 
newes of the overthrow. He muft confider thereof, as it is at the worft, 
otherwife how fhall he remedy it:And afterwards with good courage, 
hope for better fortunes,renew his forces, make a new leavy, feck new 
fucceurs, put good and ftrong Garrifons into his ftrongeft places. And 
though the Heavens be contrary unto him, as fometimes they feem to 
oppofe themfelves to holy and juft arms; it isnevertheleffe, never 
forbidden to diein the bed ef honour, which is far better than to live 
in difhonour. 


And thus we have ended the fecond head of this fubject, which 


isto make Warre except one fcruple that remaineth: That isto fay 4qud@ion of 
whether it be lawfull to -ufe fubtilty, policy, ftratagems, in Warre, #4 Straragens 
There be fome that hold it negatively, that it is unworthy men of Y ¥%* 


honour and vertue, reje@ing thatexcellent faying 5 Dolusan virtues 
guisin hote requirats Whether decett or courage, 1s moff requifitein ax 
enemy ? Alexander would take no advantages of the obfcurity of the 
‘night, faying, that he liketh not of thieving victories; Malo mefor- 
‘tune pigeat, quam vitlorie pudeat: I had rather be forry for my for= 
‘tune, than vidtory foould fbame me. So likewile the firft Remaizs, fent 
“their Schoolmafter to the Phalifcians; fo Pyrrbus, his traiterous 
Phyfitian, making prof<ffion of vertue, difavowing thofle of their 
Countrey, that did otherwife, reproving the fubtilty of the Greeks 
and Africans, and teaching, that true victory 1s by vertue; Que 
falua fide & imegra dignitate paratur, Which is gotten with a fafe faith 
and true honour; That which is gotten by wit and fubtilty, is nei- 
ther generous, nor honourable, nor fecure. The vanquifhed, hold 
not themfelves to be well vanguithed, on virtste, fed occafione, 
arie ducis fe vittes rati: Ergo nenfrande neque occultis fed palam & ar- 

maium boftes fitos ulcifci. Think not themfelves to be conquered by con- 

rage, but by occafion; and by the cunwing and fubtilty of the General : 

Therefore they wauld not be revenged on their enemies by deceit, or fecret 

fraud, but openly, .and by force of Arms. Now all this is well, 

Cc4 {aid 
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The third head 





The fecond part of this Politick Prudence 


faid and true, but.to be underftood in two cafes; in private quarrels, 
and againft private enemies, or where faith is not given, ora league 
and alliance made. But without thefe two cafes, that isto fay, in 
Warre, and without the prejudice ofa mans faith, it is permitted by 
any means whatfoever, to conquer the enemy thatis already con- 
demned. This, befides the judgements of the greateft Warriers, who 
contrarily have preferred the victory gotten by occafion, and by fub- 
tile ftratagems, before that which is won by open force ; whereupon, 
to that they have ordained an Oxe for a facrifice, to this only a Cock ) 
is the opinion of that great Chriftian Doctor, Cum judium bel'um fuf- 
cipitur, ut apperte pugnet quis, aut-ex incidiis, nibil ad jultitiam intercft. 
When a jut Warre is undertaken, it is no prejudice tojujtice, whether any 
fight openly, ar by lying in wait, and by wiles. Warre hath naturally rea- 
fonable priviledges, to the prejudice of reafon. In time and place, it 
is permitted to make ufe and advantage of the fottithnefs of anene- 
my, as well asofhis weaknefs or idlenefs. 


Cet us come.to the third head of this military matter more fliort: 
and pleafing than therett, whichis to Hnifh the War by peace. The 


of this military word is {weet, the thing pleafant, and good in all refpects: Pax op- 


fubjeB, 10 fi- 
nifb war. 


tima rerum Quas homini noviffe datum ot. Pax wna trinmphis Inuume=- 
ris putor: Peace is the bef thing that “4 given to man: one Peace is bet- 
ter, than innumerable triumphs. And very commodious to both parts, 
the Conquerors and conquered. But firlt, to the vanguifhed, who 


“ag, axe the weakers te whom I do firft give this counfel, To continue 
Of pease 1% re- 


foe? of the 
jPe 
vangnifhed, 


In-re pelt of 


whe vanquijbias Vicjores qui Lunt alto ani 


armed, to. make fhew of fecurity, aflurance andrefolution. For he 
that defireth: peace, muft be alwaics ready for war, whereupon it 
hath been-faid, That-treatics of peace, do well and happily fucceed, 
when they are concluded undera Buckler. But this peace mutt be 
honeft, and upon reafonable conditions; otherwife, though it be 
faid, that.a bafe peace is more prohtable than a juft warre, yet it is 
better to-die frecly, and with honour, than to ferve difhonourably. 
And again, it muft be pure and free, without fraud and hipocrifie, . 
which finifheth the war, differeth it not: Pace fufpecia tatius bel- 
tum: Warre is) moréfafe, than -a doubtful and fufpiciows peace. Ne- 
vertheleffe, in times of neceflity, a man muft accommodate himfel 
as-he may. When a Pilot feareth a fhip-wrack, he cafteth himfelfin= 
to. the Sea to fave himfelf; and many times it fucceedeth well, when 
a man committeth himfelfta the difcretion of a generous adverfary : 


tao Secunda res in mifer ationem ex tra vertunt: 


For- 

























and government of tate, which concerneth. Or. 


Fortunate and good fucecfs, turneth the mind of a noble and generous 
Conguerour, from wraib to mercy. Fo the vanquiihers, I give this 
ccounfel, That theysbe not over-hardly perfwaded to peace: for 
though perhaps it be leffe profitable unto them, than tobe van- 


quifhed, yet fome commodity it bringeth for the continuance of 


war is odious and troublefome. And Lycurgus forbiddeth to make 
War often againft one and the fame enemies, becaufe they-learn 


thereby to defend themfelves, and in the end toaffhiltoo. The bi-' 


tings of dying beafts.are mortals Fradtis rebus violentior ultima vir- 
tus: The lajt courage w more vislent in a ftate overthrown. And again, 
the iffue is always uncertain; Melior tutiorque certa pax fferata vi- 
Goria ila in tua, bee in-deorum:maneet: Better, and more fafe is 2 
certain peace, than a hoped for Vitiory, the one istn thine own hand, the 


otber in the bandaf God. And many times the poyfon licth in the tail; 


and. the more favourable fortune is, the more it is to-be feared; Ne- 
mo fe tuto din pericuits offerre tam crebris potet: No man can with 
fafety prefent bimfelf long to open dangers. But it is truly honoura- 
ble, it isa glory, having a victory in hishands, to be-facil and-eafily 


perf{waded unto peace: it is to make known, that he undertaketh a 
war juftly, and doth wifely finithic. And contrarily, to refufe it, and 
afterwards, by fome ill fuccefS to rep. nt the refufai, it 1s very difho- 
nourable, and will be faid, that g'ory hath undone him.. He refu- 
feth peace, and would have honour, and fo hath loft them both, Bat 
he mutt offer a gracious and_a debonair peace; to the ends.it may 
be durable. For-it it be-over-s ough and cruel, at the tirft advantage 
that may be offered; the vanquithed will revolt; Sibonam dederitis, 
fidam & perpetuam, fimalam haud dinturnam s. Uf thoufhalt grantagood 
peace it will be faithful and perpetual, if evil, it will not laff long: Itisas 
great greatnefs, to fhew as much lenity towards the fuppliant vangut- 
fhed, as valour avainit the enemy. The Romans did very welk put-shis 
in practice, amd it did them no harm.. 


CHAP, 


Honourable, 


Se Bernardy 


Livius.. 
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“Of that Prudence which ix difficult affairs, Oc. 


CHAP. If. 


Of that Prudence which is required in difficult affairs, and id 
accidents, publick and private. 


THE PREFACE, 


H Aving {poken of that politick prudence required in a Sovereign 

for the carriage of himfelf and his good government, we will 

here feverally {peak of that prudence that is‘ neceflary for the prefer- 

vation of himfelf, and the remedying of thofe affairs, and dificult and 

dangerous accidents, -which may happen, either to-himfelf; or his 
particular fubjecs. 

“ghe'divifien of  Firft, thefe affairs and accidents are very divers: they are cither 
ifisBion of publick or particular, either to come, and: fuch as threaten us, OF 
cheney prefent and prefling us: the one are only doubtful and ambiguous, 

| the other dangerous and important, becaufe of their violence: And 

i they that are the greater-and more difficult,-are either fecret and 
nt hid 3 and they aré two, that is to fay, confpiracy againft the perfon of 

the Prince, or ‘the State, and treafon againft the places and compa- 
nics: Or manifelt and open, and thefe are of divers forts. For they 
be cither without form of war, and certain order, as popular com- 
motions for {mall and light occafions, fa@ions and leagues between 

| fubjects of the one againft the-other, in {mall and great number, great 

Al or little: {editions of the people againft the Prince or Magiltrate,'re- 

| | ' bellion againft the authority and head-of the Prince: or they are ripe 

and formed into a ‘war, and are called civil wars: which are of {o 

‘many Kinds, as the above-named troubles and commotions, which 
are the caufes, foundations and feeds of them : but have growen, and 
are ‘come into- confequence and continuance. Of them all we will 

- fpeak diftin@tly, and we will give advice and counfel, as well to Sove- 


reigns, as particular perfons, great and {mall, how to carry thera- 
felves wifely therein. 











I, Of the evils and accidents that de 
‘ threaten us. 


ae ie thofe croffe and contrary accidents, whereunto we are fubje&, 
| ae there are two divers manners of carriage « and they may be both 
good, according to the divers natures, both of the accidents, and 


















































Of the evilsand accidents that do threaten us. 


of.thofe to whom they happen. The oneis ftrongly to contelt, and 
to oppofe a mans felf againtt the accident, to remove all things that 
may hinder the diverting thereof} oratleaft, toblunt the pomt, to 
dead the blow thereof, either to efcape it, orto force it. This requi- 
reth a ftrong and obftinate minde, and hath need of hard and painful 
care. The other is incontinently, to take and receive thefe accidents 
at the worlt, and torefolve himfelfto bear them {weetly, and pati- 
ently, and in the mean time, to-attend peaceably whatfoever fhall 
happen, without tormenting himfelf,-or hindering it, The former 
itudieth how to range the accidents, this himfelf. That feemeth to 
be more.couragieus, this more fure, That continueth in fufpence, is 
toffed between fear and hope; this putteth himfelf in fafety, and ly- 
eth {o low, that he cannot fall lower... The loweft march is the furett , 
and the feat of conitancy.-That laboureth to efcape, this to fuffer : 
and many times this maketh the better bargain. Oftentimes it fall- 
eth out, that there is greater inconvenience and lofle, in pleading 
and’‘contending,than in lofeing ; in fying for fafety, thanin fuffering, 
A.covetous man tormenteth himfelf more. than a poor, a jealous 
than a cuckold. In the former, prudence is more requilite, becaufe 
he.is in aétion 3 in-this, patience. But what hindereth, but that a 
man may perform both inorder: and that where prudence and vi- 
gilancy can do nothing, there patience. may{fuccecd ? doubtleffe in 
publick evils, a man muft aflay the firft; which fuch are bound to 
do, as have the charge and candoit in particular, let every one 
choofe the bef, , 


TH, Of evils.and accidents, prefent, preffing 


and extrenigs. 


“He proper means. to lighten evils, and to {weeten paffions, is 
not for.aman to oppofe himfelf, for oppofition enfamethand 
encreafeth them much more. A man by the jealoutie of con- 

tention & contradi&ion fharpneth & fiirreth the evil: but it 1s either 
in diverting them elfewhere, as Phyficians ufe to do, who knowing 
not how to purge, and wholly to cure a Dileafe, feek to divert into 
fome other part leffe dangerous, which: muft be done {wectly and 
infevfibly. This is an excellent remedy againftall evils, and which 1s 
practifed in all things, ifa man mark it well) whereby we are made 
to {wallow the fowreft morfels 3 yea, death itfelf, and that infenfibly, 
Abducendus animus. gt ad alia fludia, curds, n¢gotta, ket denime mite 
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Ofevils and accidents, prefent and pre 


sinc, Ot. 


$ 
batione, tanguart egroti non convalefcenter, fepecurandus of : The mind 


ts to be led away to ether fiudies, cares, bufinefs 5 laftly, with change of 
place, like (ick perfons not recovering, % ften cured. As a man coun- 
felleth thofe that are to paffe over fome fearful deep place, either to 
fhut, or to divert their eyes. When aman hath occation to launce 
afore inaChild, he flattereth him, and withdraweth his mind te 
fome other matter. Amanmuft praGice the experiment and fubtil- 
ty of Hixpemenes, who being torun with Aralantz, a Damofel of ex- 


cellent beauty, and to lofe his life if he loft the Goal; tomarry the 
Damofcl, if he won it; furnifhed him(elf with three fair Apples of 


} Se tVers times he let GIL. to fow the enacie fee rR. 
Gold, which at divers times he Jet fail, COitay tne courfe of the Da- 
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preicnt unhappy accident, or th 
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conlideration of fome 


¢ memory of any that is paf, do 
miuch afli@ us, or fome violent paflion, which aman cannot tame, 
do move and torment us; we muft change and turm- our thoughts 


to fomething elfe, and fubftitute unto our felves, fome other acci- 
dent and pailion leffe dangerous. If a man cannot vanquifh it, he 
mutt efcape it, go out of the way, deal cunningly, or weaken and dif- 
folve it, with other thoughts and alienations of the mind. yea, 
break it into many pieces; and all this by diverfions. The other 
advice, in the laft and more dangerous extremities, that are in a 
tnanner palt hope, is a little to caft down the head,to lean-unto the 
blow, to yield unto necefliry ; for there is great danger, that by toe 
much obftinacy in not relenting at all,a man giveth occafion to vie 
olence, to trample ali underfoot. It is better to make the Laws 
to will that they can, fince they cannot do that they would. It was # 
reproach unto Cats, to have been 

his time, and that he rather faffer int 
all extremetics, then fuecoured it, by tying himfelf over-ftriGtly to 
the Laws. Contrarily Epzminondas in a neceflity, continued hs 
charge beyond his time, though the Law upon the pain ofhis lite, did 
prohibit him: Philopemines is commended, that being born to com- 
mand, he did not only know how to govera according to the Laws, 
but alfo commanded the Laws themfelyes, when publick neceffity 
did require u. A Leaderat a neceflity muft fioop a little, apply him- 
{elf to the occafion, turn the Table ef the Law, ifnot take it away, go 
a little out of the way, that he lofe not all; for this is prudence, 
which is no way contrary, cither to reafon or juftice. 
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Coujurations. 


of them fome advifements fit for a Sovereign,and in theend for every 
particular perfon. 
“Conjuration is a confpiracy and enterprife of one or many ‘a= 
gainft the perfon of the Prince or the State: it is a dangerous thing, 
hardly avoided or remedied, becaufe it 15 clofe and hidden, How 
fhould a man defend himfelf againft a covert enemy, fuch an one as 
carrieth the countenance ofa mof ofiicious friend; how cana man 
know the-will and thoughts-of another, And again, he that contem- 
neth hisown life, is matter of the life of another, Contemuit omnes ille, 
Gui mortem prius: He contemneth all men, that contemneth death, in fuch 
fort that the Prince is expofed to the mercy ofa private man whofoe- 
ver he be. 

Machiavel fetteth down at large, how a man fhould frame and 
order and conduct aconfpiracy 5 we, how it may be broken, hinder» 
ced, prevented. 

2 1. The counfels and remedies hereupon are, firft’a privie fearch 
Remedies avd and countermine by faithful and difcreet perfons fit for {uch a pur- 
ai ddvifemests. Sots, who are the eyes and cars of the Prince: Thefe mut difcover 
ees whatfoever is faid and done, efpecially by the principal officers, 
EN 7 Confpirators do willingly here and there defame the Prince, or lend 
their ears to thofe that blame and accufe him. Their difcourfe and 
conference then touching the Prince muft be known, anda Prince 
mutt not ftick to be bountiful in his rewards and immunities to {ach 
difcoverers: But yet he muft not over-lightly give credit to all reports 
Ahh He muft lend his ear to all, not his belief; and diligently examine to 

| the end he oppreffe not the innocent, and fo purchafe unto himfelf the 
hatred and hard fpeech of the people. 
2. The fecond advice is, that he endeavour by clemency and imno- 
cency to win the love of all, even of his enemies, fidifima cuftodia 
Princtpis innocentia : innocency is the molt faithful Safeguard of tbe 
Prince. By offending no man, a-man taketh a courfeto be offended 
by none: And itis to fmall purpofe fora man to thew his power by 
wrongs and out-rages ; Male vim fuam pototas, aliorum contumeliis 
| | experttur 5 power doth ill make proof of its force by the contempt of others. 

i 3. The third is to make a good thew, to fhew a good countenance 
according to the accuftomed manner, not changing or deprefling 
ae any thing; and to publifh in all places, that he is well perfwaded of 

i aaa thofe meetings and affemblies that-men appoint, and to make them 
believe that he hath them not in the wind, that he defcrieth not their 
plots and purpofes. This was an experiment which Denys the Tyrant 


made 














Conjurations. 


made good ufe of againft an enemy of his, which coft him dear. 

4. The fourth is to attend without aftonifhment and trouble what- 
foever may happen unto him. Cefar did well put in practice thefe 
three latter means but not the firtt, It is better, faith he, to die once, 
than to live (nay to die } alwaies ina trance and a continuall fever of 
an accident, which is paft remedy, and mutt be wholly referred unto 
God. They that have taken another courfe and have endeavoured to 
prevent it by punifhments and revenge, have very feldome found it 
the beft way, and have not for all that efcaped the danger, as many 
Romane Emperour can well witneffe. 

But the confpiracy being difcovered, the truth found out whatis te 


be done? the con{pirators mutt rigoroufly be punithed : to {pare fuch PH™/Pment of 
confpiraters, 

and the advice 

thereupon,.- 


people, is cruelly to betray the weal-publick. They are enemies to 
the liberty, good, and peace of all: Juftice requireth it, But yet wit- 
dom and difcretion is neceffary herein; & he muttnot alwaies carry 
himfelf after one and the fame manner. Sometimes he mutt excufe 
fuddenly, {pecially ifthe number of the confpirators be fmall: Bue 
whether-the number be little or great,he mu not {peak by tortures to 
know the-confederates (ifotherwife and fecretly he may know them, 
and to make as though he knew them not, is good) ora man feeketh 
that which he would not find. [tis fuficient that by the punifhment 
of a {mall number, good fubjects are contain:d in their duty, and they 
diverted from their attempts, that either are not, or think not them- 
{elves bewraied. To know all by tortures doth perhaps ftir up mens 
hearts againft him. Sometimes he muft delay the punifhment;but yee 
never be flow in procuring of fafety. But yet the confpirators may 
‘be fach, and the-Treafon difcovered at fuch atime, that aman mult. 
not diffcmble, and to punifh them inftantly is to-play and lofe all. 
The beft way ofall others is, to prevent the confpiracy, to fruftrate 
it, faiming nevertheleffe not to know the confpirators, but fo to carry 
himfelf, as if he would provide for another thing as the Carthagini-. 
ans did to Hianun their Captain. Optimum & folum fepeinfidisrum 
remediam, fi non inteliiganiur: The bet, and oftentimes ibe. onely..re- 
medy of treachery, is, thata man feemnot toknow them. And whichis 
more, a Prince mult fometime pardon, efpecially if he bea great man, 
that hath deferved well of the Princeand State,and to whom they are - 
both in fome fort bound, whofe children, parents, friends are mighty. 
For what fhould he do? how fhould he break this band ? !f with fafe- 
ty he may, Jet him pardon, or at leaftleffen the punifhment. Cle= 
mency in this cafeis fometimes not only glorious to a Prince, Wil 
élori- 
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Treafou. 


gloriofus Principe impune lefo, but it helpeth much for fafety to come, 
diverteth others from the like defignments,and worketh either fhame 
in them, or repentance; the example of Auguftus towards Cinna is 
very excellent. 


VI. Treafon. 


T Reafon isa fecret Confpiracy or Enterprife againtta place, ora 
Troop or company : it is as. a conjuration, a {ecret evil, dangerous 
and hardly avoided : for manytimes a Traytor is in the middie and 
bofome of the Company, or place, which he felleth and betraycth, 
To this unhappy myftery are willingly fubject, fach as are covetous, 
light fpirits, hypocrites : and this is commonly in them, that they 
make a fair fhew of truft and fidelity, they commend and keep it 
carefully in {mall matters,and by that means endeavouring to cover 
they difcover themfelves.It is the mark whereby to know them. 

Theadvifements are always the fame that belong to conjurations: 
except in the punifhments, which here muft bz {peedy, grievous, and 
irremiflible: for they are a kind of people ill-born and bred, incorri- 
gible, pernicious to the world; whom to pity it is cruelty. 


VII. Commotions of the People. 


"T Here are many forts, according to the diverfity of the. canfes; 

perfons, manner and continuance, as we hall fee hereafter: Fa- 
ction, Confederacy,Sedition, Tyranny, Civil Wars. But-we will {peak 
here fimply, and in general of thofe that are raifed ina heat,as fudden 
Tamults that endure not long. The Advifements and Remedies, are 
to procure fome one or other to {peak and thew himfelf unto them, 
that is of Authority, vertue, and fingular reputation,cloquent, having 
gravity mingled with grace, and induitry with {mooth {pecchto win 
the people: for at the prefence offuch 4 man, asat a {udden light- 

_ ning, the people grow calm and quiet : 


——Veluti magno in populo cum faepe coorta 
* Seditio eft, fa evitq;, animis ignobile vulgus, 
Famine faces,e faxavolant : furor arma miniftrat, 
‘Tum pietate gravem, ac meritis,fiforte virum quem 
Confpexére filent, arrectifque awribus adftant 
Ile regis didtis anximos, & pectora-mulcet, 
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Commotions of the people. 
When as the Commons in tumultuous cuife 
with furious rage do infedition rife, 
Then ftones and fire, andall things fly about, 
as fury fills the hands of that baf: rout : 
And if by chance a man both grave and fige, 
of good defert, and reverence d for his age 
They hap to fee, then (lent ftraight they ftands 
with liftning ears bis words ta underftand : 
He with [weet words their anger deth affwage, 
rules thetr tout minds, and doth appeafe their rages 
Sometimes the Captain himfelf muft undertake this bufinefs. But 
it muft be done withan open front, a ftrong affurance, having his 
mind free, and pure from all imagination of death, and the wortt 
that may happen untohim: forto go amoneft them with a fearful 
and unconftant countenance, with flattery and humble carriage, is 
to wrong himfelf, and to do little good. This Cefzr did excellent- 
ly put in practice, upon thofe mutinous Legions and Armies, that rofe 
up againft him. 
——fletit agzere fultus 
Cefpitis, intrepidus vultu, meruitque timeri 
Nil meruens.—= 
Onbigh upon a heap of turfs be rear'd, 
Undaunted ftood, asin his looks appear’d, 
And fearleffe foew d bim worthy to befear'd. 

And Axzuftas did as much to his Aéfian legions, faith Tacitus. 
There are then two means to quietand appeafe a moved and furious 
people, the oneis by rough ufage, and pure authority and reafon. 
This is the better and-more noble, and becometh a Captain, ific 
ftand him upon; but yet he muft take heed how he do it,as hath 
beenfaid. The other more ordinary 1s by flattery and fair {peeches 
for he muft not make an open refiftance, Savage beafis are never 
tamed with blows; and therefore a man muft not be {paring of 
good words, and fair promifes. In this cafe, the wife have permitted 
a man to lis,as men ufe todo with Children and fick felk. Herein 
Pericles was excellent, who won the people, by the eyes, the ears, 
and the belly; that is to fay, Shews, Comedies, Feafts, and here- 
by did what he lift. This mean, more bafe and fervile, but yet ne- 
ceffary, muft be praGifed by him whom the Captain {endeth, as 
Menenins Agrippa did at Rome. For if he think to win them by 
main force, when they are yeae the bounds of reafon ¥ i 
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F alfion and Confederacy. 


way yielding unto them, as Appius,Cortolanus, Cato, Phocion, endea- 
voured to do, he is miftaken, and deceiveth himfelf. 


VIII. Fattion and Confederacy. 


1 ¥ Action or confederacy is a complotment and affociation, ofone 
The d:feription. YF againit another, between the fubjedts 5. whether it be between the 
grcat or the {mall,in great numbers or little. It arifeth fometimes 


i 


from the hatreds that are between private men, and certain Fami- 
Ji.s; but for the moft part from ambition (the plague of States Jevery 
one coveting the firftrank. That which falleth out between great 
perfonages is more pernicious. There are fome that ftick not to fay, 
That it is in-fome fort, profitable for a Sovereign, and it doth the 
felf-fame fervice to 2 Common-weal, that brawls offervants doin 
| Families, faith Cato. But that he cannot be true, except it be in tyrants 
, who fear left their {ubjects fhould agree too well; or in {mall and 
light quarrels between Cities, or between Ladies of the Court, to 
know newcs. But not important faétions, which muft be extin- 
guifhed in their firft birth, with their marks, names, habiliments, 
which axe many times the feeds of vilanous effets, witnefs that 
great deflagration, and thofe bloudy murtherers happened in Con{tan- 
2 tinople, for the colours of green and blue, under Fuftinian. The ad- 
rhe advife- — yilements hereupon are, That if the fa@ions be betwixt two great 
ments andvé- nerfonages, the Prince muft endeavour by good words or threat- 
it agit nings to make peace and attonement betwixt them; as Alexander the 
, Great did betwixt Epbeftion and Cyaterus, and Archidamus betwixt 
two of his friends. If he cannot. do it, let him appoint arbitrators, 
{uch as are free from fufpition and paflion. Thelike he fhould do 
a Be | if the faction be betwixt divers fubjects, or cities, and communities. 
4 ae And ifitfall out, that it be neceffary that he {peak himfelf, he muft 
: do it with counfel, being called, to avoid themalice and hatred of 
thofe that are condemw’d. If the faction be between great multitudes, 
and that it be fo ftrong, that it cannot be appeafed by juftice, the 
hy Prince is to imploy his force for the utter extinguithment thereof, 
ata ae But he muft take heed that he carry him(felf indifferent, not more 
ae affeCtioned to one than to another, for,therein there is great danger 
rt | and many have undone themfelves. And to fay the truth, it is unwor- 
a ae thy the greatnefs ofa prince,and he that is matter of all, to make him- 
Le ate (elf a companion to the one, and an enemy to the other: And if 
{ome muft needs be punifhed, let it light upon thofe that are the prin- 
cipal heads, and let that fuflice, 
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Edition is a violent commotion ofa multitude 

or Magiftrate. It arifeth or groweth, either & 
fear » For they that have committed any greato 
ment; others think and fear they thal 
them by the apprehenfion of an evil, are ftirred to fe 
vent the blow. It likewife {pringeth from a] 
want and neceflity, in fuch fore; that men fit 


Sedition, 
IX. Seditions 








againita Prince, r 
om oppreflion, or Te Defcripti- 
fence, fear punifh- 
| be oppreffed 5 and both of 
dition, to pre- 
icencious liberty from 
for this bufineffé,are fuck 


as are indebted, male-content, and men ill accommodated in all 
things, light perfons, and fuch as are blown up, and fear juftice. Thek 
kind of people cannot continue long in peace; peace is war unto 
them, they cannot fleep but in the midft of fedition, they are not in 


liberty, but by the means of confufion. The better 
purpofes to paffe, they confer together in fecret, 
complaints, ufe doubtful {peeches, afterwards {pe 
{eem zealous of their liberty, 


to bring their 


they make great 


ak more openly, 
and of the publick good, and cafe of the 


peoples and by thefe fair pretences, they draw many unto them. The 
advifements and remedies are : Firft, the felf fame that ferved for 
popular commotions, to caufe fuch to fhew themfelves, and to 
{peak unto them that are fit for fuch a purpofe; as hath been {ajd, 


Secondly, if that profit not, he muft arm and fortifie him{e 


If; and for 2 


all that, not proceed againttthem, but ‘rather give themleifireand 44vifements 
> > 8 


time to put water in their wine, to the wicked to re 
to reunite themtelves. Time is a great Phyfiti 
people more ready to mutiny and rebel, 
ad vebellandum, quara bellandum, teutayi magis quam tueri liber; 
The common. people are more tout for rebellion, th 
aljay, than to defend their liberty. Tl 
try all means to fhake and diffolve them, both by hope 
for thefe are the two wayes 3 Spem offer, metum 
cy and intend judgement. Fourthly, 
to break. the courfe of their intelli 
draw unto him under-hand, 


pent, to the goo 
an, efpecially in } 
than to fight. Ferocior Plebs cs 


atm : 


an for baitel ; apler te 
nitdly he muftin the me 


an time, 
and fear ; 3 
intende: Offer mer- 
endeavour to disjoyn them, and 
gence. Fitthly, he mut win and 
fome few amongit them, by fair 


Wl ofp 


promifes, and fecrete rewards, whereby fome of them with- 
their company, and coming unto 
1 them to ferve him, and to give in- 


drawing themfelves from 
him, others remaining witl 


telligence of their carriages and purpofes, they may the better be 


_ brought afleep, and their heat be fomewhat allayed. Sixth! 
and win the reft, by yielding unto them fome part 
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Tyranny and Rebellion. 


they demand, and that with fair promifes and doubtful termes. I¢ 
fhall afterwards be eafie, juftly to revoke that, which they have uns- 
juttly by fedition cxtorted, Irrita facies que. per feditionem exprefferint, 
and to make all whole with lenity and clemency. Laftly, ifthey 

return unto reafon and obedience, and become honeft men, they 

mutt be handled gently, and a man muft be contented with the cha- 

{tifement and correction of fome few ofthe principal authors and 

fire-brands, without any further enquiry into the reft of the confe- 

derates, that all may think themfelvesin fafety, and in grace and fa- 

vour. 


X. Tyranny and Rebellion. 
‘Yranny, that is tofay,aviolent rule, or domination againft the 

. Laws and Cuftoms, is many times the caufe of great and publick 
commotions, from whence cometh rebellion, which is as an in- 
furrection ofthe people againfi the Prince, becaufe of his tyranny, to 
the end, they may drive him away, and pluck him from his throne, 
And it differeth from {edition in this, they will not acknowledge 
the Prince for their mafter ; whereas {edition proceedeth not fo far, 
being raifed only for adifcontent of the government, complaining 
and defiring an amendment thereof. Now.this tyranny is pra@ifed 
by people ill-bred, cruel, who love wicked men, turbulent fpirirs, 
tale-bearers 3 hate and fear men of honefty,and honeur; Quibus fem- 
per aliena virtws formidolofa, nobilitas, opes, omiffi geftique bonores pro cri- 
mine, ob virtutes certifimum exitinm: G& non minus ex magna fama 
quam. mala: To whore other mens vertue is ever fearful, nobility, riches, 
honours, are accounted for crimes; for vertues, they render mojt affured 
detruciions.and no lefs out of good as evil report. But they carry their 
punifhmint with them 3 being hated of all, and enemies toall. They 
life in continual fear, and apprehenfion of terrour; they fufpe@ alt. 
things; they are pricked and: gauled inwardly in their Confciences, 
and at laft, die anvil death, and that very foon; Foranold tyrait is 
feldom feen. 

The advertifements. and .remedies in this cafe, thall be fet down 
at large hereafter in his proper place. The counfels are reduced to 
two: at his entrance to ftay and hinder him, left he get the maftery 3. 
being enftalled and acknowledged,to fuffer and obey him. It is better 
to tolerate him,than to move {edition and civil war 3 Pejus deterj- 
wfque tyrannide, five injufto inspert», bellum. civile 3 Civil. war is 
morfe than tyranny, or unjxf goverament; for there is. nothing 


£OCtten 












































































Civil Wars. 


gotten by rebelling or fpurning againg him, but it rather incenfeth 
wicked Princes, and makes them more cruel: Nibil tay exafperat fers 
vorem vulneris, Guam ferendi impatientia : Noibing fo much exafperateth 
the beat of the wound, as impatience in fuffering it. Modefty and obe- 
dience allayeth and paciticth the fierce nature of a Prince; for the 
clemency of a Prince, faith that great Prince Alexander, doth not only 
confift in their own natures, but alfo in the natures of their fubjc@ts, 
who many times by their ill carriage and. bad f{peeches, do provoke 
a Prince, and make him far worle : Obfequio rsitigantur imperia 5 & 
contra, contumacta infert rum lenitatem impeitanty diminui 3 conium i 
clam cum pernicte quam obfecuium cum ficxritate malunt : Soversign dun 
thorities are mitigated by dusiful férvice ; and contrariwife, the mildnels 
of the Soveraign is diminijhed by the contumacy of fibjGs + They rather 
love difcbedience with deftradtisn, than dutifulne)s with fecurity. 


AL Civil Wars. 


Hen one of thefe forenamed publick commotions, popular in- 
{urrectious, faction, fedition, rebellion, comes to tortific it 

felt, and continue until it get an ordinary train and form, it isa 
civil War + which is no other thing, bat a prefs and conduct of 
Armies by the fubjects; either amongtt themfelves, and this is a po- 
pular commotion, or faction and confederacy 3 or againft the Prince, 
the State, the Magiltrate, and this is Sedition or Rebellion. Now 
there is not a mifchief more miferable, nor more fhametul 5 it is a 
Sea of infelicities. Anda wife man faid very well, That it is not 
properly War, but a malady of the State, a fiery fiknefs and phrenfie, 
And to fay the truth, he that is the Authour thereof, fhould be put 
ut fromthe number of men, and banifhed out of the borders of 
humane nature. There is no kind of wickedne(s that it is freed 
from, impiety and cruelty between Parents themfelves, murthers 
with all manner of impunity : Occidere palam, ignofcere non nifi fal~ 
lendo licet, non etas, non dignttas quenquam protegit 5 nobilitas cum plebe 
pertt, lateque vagatur enfis : It is lawful to kill openly, Lut not to pardon 
but in deceiving : No age, no dignity preteéteth any many the N bility 
perifheth with the common people, andthe Sword wandereth far and wide, 
All kind of difloyalty, Difcipline abolifhed ; In omne fas nefafqi 
avidos aut venales, non facro, non profano abftinentes : Greedy 
and mercenary in all mifchief, abftaining neither from Sacred nog 
Prophane. The inferiour and. bafett fort, are companions with the 
Dd 3 bet. 


SUibribis tipestotsinis tena 


Curt, Tacit, 


I PJ 
The de{criptsor. 


Sisbativists aT et 


mT 































































2 


ihe asfes. 


x 


The Counfels 


and Remedses 


eeitara titi siedebsiessasised Hides ia7t 





civil Wart. 
beft. Rheni mibi Cefar in undis Dux crat, bicfocins. Facinns quosingut- 
nat, eqtat: Cafar was both my Captain and Companion on ihe River of 
Rhine. Them whom mifchief defileib,it maketh equal. He dareth not to 
open his mouth, forheis of the fame profeflion, though he approve 
it nots Obuoxtis ducibus & pribibcre non aufis: The Leaders being 
guilty of thefame crimes, dare not forbid them. tis an horrible confu- 
fions Metz ae necefitate huciliue mutantur: With fear and neceffity, they 
are changed hither and tbitber. To conclude, it is nothing but mifery: 
but there is nothing fo miferable, as the victory. For though it fall in- 
to the hand of him that hath the right on his fide; yet there follow- 
eth this inconveniency, that it maketh him infolent,cruel, inhumane; 
yea, though he were before, of a mild and generous nature. So much 
doth this inteftine war flefh a manin bloud; yea, itisa poyfon that 
confumeth all humanity. Neither is it in the power of the Captains 
to with-hold the reft. 

There are two caufes to be contidered of civil wars: The one in {e- 
cret, Which as it isneither known nor feen, foit cannot be hindred 
or remedied: Itis deftiny, the will of God, who will 'chaftifé, or 
wholly difpeople a State. In fe magua ruant, letis hune numina te- 
bus Cre{cendi pofuere modum. They bring great ruines to themfelves 5 
God bath fent bis flop to bis growing profperity. The other is well un- 
deritood by the wife, and may be happily remedied, ifmen will, and 
they to whom it appertaincth, fet to their helping hand. This is the 
diffolution and general corruption ofmanners, whereby men ofno 
worth, and that hath nothing to do, endeavour to turn all topfie 
turvey, to put all into combuftion, cover their wounds with the 
hurt of the State 3 for they love better to be over-whelmed with the 
publick ruine than their own particular. Mifcere cuntia, & privata 
vulnera rerpublice malis operire: nam itaferes habet, utpublica ruin t 
quifoue malit quam fia proteri, & idem palfurus minus con{pici: They 
confiund all things, and cover private wounds by the evils of the (om- 

_mon-wealth : for the cafe fo ftands, that everyone bad rather be trodden 


down in the publick ruine,thanin bis own, and to be leaft feen when they 


fuffer the fame. 
Now the advifements and remedies for the mifchief of civil 
war, areto end it as foon as may be, which isdone by two means, 
"agreement and victory, The firft is the better, although it be not 
{uch as a man defireth, time willhelp the reft.- A man fometimes 
mufi fuffer himfelf to be deceived, to the end, he may end a civil 
war, as itisiaid of Antipater, Bellum finire eupienti, opus erat decipi: He 
, that 











CivilWars. 
that defireth to end the war, bad ncedto bedecieved. ViGory is dange- 


xous becaufe it is to be feared, that the Conguerour willabufe it, 


whereby a tyranny may enfue. To the end,aman may carry himfelt 
well herein, he muft quit himfelf ofall the authors of troubles, and 
other commotions, and fuch like bloud-fackers, as wellonthe one 
part, as the other, whether it be by fending them far of with fotne 
charge, or under {ome fair pretext, and fo dividing them ; or by em- 
ploying them againtt the ftranger, and handling the meaner fort 
with lenity and gentlenets, 


XII. Advifements for p articular perfins, touching the 
forefaid publick divifions. 
"T Hus we have feen many kinds of publick troubles and divifions, 
for which and ‘every one of them, we have given counfelsand 
remedies, in refpect of the Prince: It remaineth, that we now give 
them for particular perfons. This cannot be determined in a word. 


There are two quefiions; the one, whether it be lawful for an ho- Tuo Qu fins 


neft man to joyahimfelfto one part, or to remain quiet and indif- 
ferent: the fecond, how a man mutt carry himfelf in both cafes, 
that is to fay being joyned to one part, or not joyned to eithcr, 


Touching the firft point, it is propofed for fuch as are free, and are The firff, 


not yet engaged to any part; for if they be, this firft queftion be- 
longs not to them, but we fendthem to the fecond. This I fay, be- 
caufe a man may joyn himfelfto the one part, not of purpofe,and 
by election; yea, to that part whichheapproveth not ; but only be- 
‘caufe he findeth himfelf carried and bound with trong and puiffant 
bands, which he may not eafily break, which carry with them a fif- 
ficient excufe, being natural and equivalent. Now the firtt quettion, 
hath contrary reafons and examples. It feemeth on the one fide, 
that an-honeft man cannot do better than to keep himfelf quiet; for 
he knoweth not how to betake him{If to either part, w.thout of- 
fence, becaufe all thefe divifions are in their own natures unlawful. 
and cannot be carried, nor fubfift without inhumaniry and inju- 
ftice. And many good people have abhorred it, as Afinins Pollio an- 
fwered Augujtus,.who detired him to follow him again Mare 
Antony. On the other fide, is it not a thing reafonable, for aman to 
joyn with the good, and fuch as have right on their fide? wife 
Selo, hath judged affirmatively, yea, roughly chaftifed.him, chat 
retireth himfelf, and taketh not part. The profeffor of virtue 
Cato, hath likewife put in practice, not being. content to” take 
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Advifements for particular perfons, Gre. 


one part, but commanding it. Todetermine this doubr, it feemeth 
that men of worth and renown, who have both publick charge and 
credit, and fufficiency in the State, may and ought to range them- 
felves in that part which they thall judge the better: for they mutt 
not abandon ina tempeft, the ftern of that thip, which in a calm Sea 
they are content to govern 3 efpecially, being an honourable part, to 
provide for thefafety of the State; And fecondly, that private men, 
and fuch as are ofa lower degrecin the charge ofthe State, fhould 
ftay and retire themfelves into fome peaceable and fecure place, du- 
ring the divifion: and both of them foto carry themfelves, as thal! 
be faid hereafter. Finally, touching the choice of the part, fometimes 
there is no difficulty, for the one is fe unjuft, and fo unfortunate, that 
a man cannot with any reafon, joyn himfelf thereunto : But at another 
time, the difficulty is very great, and there are many things to be 
thought of, befides the juftice and equity of the parts. 

Let us come to the other point, which concerneth the carriage of 
all, This is determined ina word, by the counfel and rule of mode- 
ration, following the example of Atticus, fo renowned for his mo- 
defiy and prudence in fuch tempefts, alwayes held to favour the good 
part, yet never troubling, nor intangling himfelf with arms, and 
without the offence of the contrary part. 

1..For they that are known to be of onepart, mutt not be mo- 
ved over-much, but carry themfelves with moderation. not bufying 
themf{clves with the affairs, if they benot wholly carried and prel- 
fed unto it, and in this cafe, carry themfelves in fuch order and tem- 
perature, that the tempett being paff<d over their heads, without of- 
fence, they have not ary partin thefe great diforders and infolen- 
cies, that are committed, but contrarily {weetning and diverting 
them asthey can. 2. They that arenot ingaged to any part (whofe 
condition is fwecteft and beft) though, it may be inwardly, and in 
affection, they incline rather. to one, than another, muft not remain 
as neuters, that is, taking no care of the iffue, and of the fate of ei- 
ther the one or the other, living to themfelves, and as {pectators in 
a Theater, feeding upon the miferies of other men. Thefe kind of 
men are odious to all; and at the laft, they run a dangerous fortune, 
as we read of the 7 bebanes, in the war of Xerxes, and ot F abes Gilead ; 
New'ralisas nee amicos parits nec inimicos tolliit : Neutrality neither get~ 
seth friends, nor taketh away enemies. Neutrality is neither fair, norho. 
neft, if it be not with confent of ‘parts, as Cefar, who held neuters 
for his friends, contrary to Pompey, who held them for enemies; or 
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Touching the aforefaidand public diviffons. 


4% 
that he be a ftranger, or fucha one, as for his greatnefs and dignity, 7 
ought not to mingle himfelf with fuch a rout, but rather reclaim 
“them if he can, arbitrating and moderating all. Much leffe, mutt 
men in fuch a cafe b: unconliant, wavering mungrels, Protess, far Inconfans, 


more odious than neuters, and offenfive to all. But they muft (con. | 
tinuing partakers in affectionif they will, for thought and affe@ion | | 
is wholly our own) becommon in their ations, offentive to none, 

oficious and gracious toall, complaining in the common infelicity. common, | 
Thefe kind of people, neither get enemies, nor lofe their friends, 
They are fit to be mediators, and loving arbitrators, who are better 
than the common. So that of fuch as aie not partakers, who are adediators. | 
four, two are ¢vil, nentersand inconftant perfons; two good,com- 
mon, and mediators; but alwayes the one more than the other, as 
of partakers, there are two forts, heady, outragious, and moderate. 























XII. Of private troubles aud divifions. 


Se = 


iy private divifions, a man may commodioufly, and loyally carry 
bimfelf between enemies, ifnot with equal affeCtion, yet in fucha 
temperate manner, as that he engage not himfelf fo much to one, 
more thanto another, as that either part may think they have more 
intereft in him, and fo contenting himfelf with an indifferent mea- 
fure of their grace, report nothing but indifferent things, and {uch as 
are known, or that ferve in common to both parts, {peaking nothing | 
to the one, that he may not lay to the other in its due time, changing } 
only the cccent and the form thereof, | 


Of Fuftice the fecond Virine. 
CHAP. V, | 


Of Fuftice in general. 





f Bile is to give to every one, that which appertaineth unto him, i 

to himfelf firlt, and afterwards to others: fo thatitcomprehend- zie dfeription. 
eth all the duties and offices ofevery particular perfon ; which are 
two-fold, the firtt to himfelf, the fecond te another, and they are 
contained in that general commandment, whichis the fummary of 
all juftice ; Thou fhalt love thy Neighbour , as thy felf: which doth 
not only fet downthe duty ofa man towards another, in the fecond 
place, 
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Of Fufticéin general. 
place, but it fheweth and ruleth it, according to the pattern of that 
duty and love he oweth towards himfelf: for as the 
man muft begin charity with himfelf. 

2 The beginning then ofall juftice, the frft and moft ancient com- 
qhe fir? and mandment, is that of reafon over fenfuality. B fore amancan well 
original juftice. command others, he mutt learn to command himf2l€, yielding unto 

reafon, the power of commanding, and fubduing the appetite, and 
making it pliant to obedience. This isethe firft original, inward, 
proper, and molt beautiful juftice that may be. This command ofthe 
Spirit, over the brutal and fenftial part, from whence the paflions do 
arife, is compared to an Efguire, or Horfeman, who by reafon, that 
he keepeth his horfe and mounteth him often, and is ever in the 
faddle, he turneth and manageth him at his pleafure. 


Hebrews fay,a 


ae A | 2 To {peak of that juftice which is outwardly practifed, and with an- 
ay the diftindion other, we mutt firft. know, that there isa twofold juftice; the one 
i) of imftice. natural, univerfal, noble, philofophical; the otherafter a fort,.artifi- 


Me cial, particular, politick, made and reftrained to the neceflity of po- 
licies and ftates. That hath better rules, is more firm, pure and beau- 
tiful, but it is out ofufe, unprofitable to the world, {uch as it is. Verdi 
juris germaneque jujtitie folidam & expreffam effigiem nullam tenemus 5 
umbris & imagimbus uttmur: We hold no found and true image of right 

! and perfect justices we only ufe the fhadow and imaginations thereof: \t is 

| notinamanner capable thereof, as hath been faid. That 4s the rule 

of Polycletus inflexible, invariable, This is more loofe and flexible, 
accommodating it {elf to humane weaknefle, and vulgar neceffity. It 
¥sthe Jeaden Lesbian rule, which yieldeth and bendeth it felf, as there 
1s need, and as the times, perfons, affairs, and accidents do require 
| a This permitteth upon a neceflity,and approveth many things, which 
| iA that wholly rejeteth and condemneth. It hath many vices lawful, 
and many good actions unlawful. That refpecteth wholly and purely 
reafon, honefty ; This profit, joyning it as much as may be with ho- 
aa nefty. Of that, which is but an Jdea, and in contemplation, we fhall not 

NE Ha ” need to fpeak. | 

i ie * The ufualjuftice, and whichis practifed inthe world, is firft two- 

a a Fuftice in fold, that is to fay, equal, bound, and reftrained to the terms of the 

(ET ae ee, ae di hich Judges and Magiftrates are t d: 
il Bing wifbed. aw 3 ro ing [0 Ww IC uag g are to proceed : 

A the other juft and confcionable, which not enthralling it {elfto the 
words of the Law, marcheth more freely, according to the exigen- 

cy of the cafe, yea, fometimes againft the words of the Law. Now 
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Of Fuftice iz general. 
to {peak better, it handJeth and ruleth the Law, as need requireth. 
And therefore, faitha wife man, the Lawes themfelves and juftice, 
have need to be ordered and handled juitly, that isto fay, with e- 
quitie; Que expofitio & emendatio legis gt, exponit fenfum, emendat 
defecium : Which is an expofition and amending of ibe Law, expoundeih 
the meaning, and amendeth the defect. This 1s fine flour ot juttice, 


which is inthe hand of thofe that judge in fovcreigntie. Again, to 


{peak more particularly, there is atwofold juftice; the one commu- 
tative, betwixt private men, which, is handled and practifed by A- 
rithmetical proportion; the other diftributive, publickly admini- 
fired by Geometrical proportion: it hath two parts, reward, and 
punilament, 

Now this ufual and practifed juftice, isnot truly and perfe@ly 


juftice : humane nature, is not capable thereof, no more then of all There # no true 


other things in their purity. As humane jultice’is mingled with afer in thi 
old, 


fome grain of injuftice, favour, rigour, too much, or toolittle, and 
there isno pure and true mediocrity 5 from whence have f{prung 
thefe ancient proverbs, That he is enforced to do wrong by retail, 
that willdo juftice in groffe: and injuftice in {mall things, that will 
do juttice in great. Lawyers to give courfe and paffage to commu- 
tative fuftice, docovertly and filently fufler themfelves to deceive 
one another, and that ina certain meafure, {0 that they paflé not 
the moity of the juft price sand the reafon is, becaufe they know not 
how todo better. And in.diftributive juttice, how many innocents 
are apprehended and condemned? how many guilty quit.and fet at 
liberty? and that without the fault of the Judges, never dreaming, 
either of that too much, or too little, which is alwayes perpetual in 
the pureft juftice? Juftice isalet or hinderance toit felf; and humane 
fufficiency, cannot fee and provide forall. And here we may take 
notice among other matters, ofa great defect in diltributive juftice, 
in that it punifheth only, and rewardeth not 5 although thefe are 
the two parts, and the two hands ofjuftice : but asit is commonly 
practifed, itis lame, and inclineth wholly unto punifhment. The 
greateft favour that a man receiveth from.it, isindemnity, which is 
apay tov fhort, for fuchas deferve better than the common tort. 
But yet this isnot all; for if a man be falfly acufed, and upon that 
accufation commtitted, heis fure to endure punifhment fufficient : 
at the laft, his innocency. being known, he efcapeth perhaps his.ut- 
termoft punifhment, but without amends of that wrongful af- 
flidion he hath endured, even fuch perhaps, as fhall never leave 
him, 
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6. 


b, Bebe 5e 


derftood of punifhment, 
will,to bring another man 


lofs. 


Of juftice and duty, there are three 
the divifiow of debted to three, to God 


this matter. 


bove himfelf, to himfelf, 


‘Of Fuftzce in general. 
him. And the accufer inthe mean time, 
of his accufation never fo light 
out punifhment; fo {paring is juftice in rew 
eth wholly im chaftifement, whercof ti 
that todo juftice, and to be 











be the colour and ground 
(which is eaf 


~ 


1eto do) efcapeth with- 
arding, as that it contift- 


iat common fpeech arifeth, 
fubject unto juitice, is alwayes to be un- 


And itis an ealie matter for any man that 
into danger of punifhment,even to fuch an 
eftate, as that he fhall never know which way to get forth, but with 


principal.parts : fer man is in- 
» to Himtclf, to his Neighbour : to One a- 
and to others befide himfe'f. 


Of his duty 


towards God, which is piety and religion, hath {ufficiently been fpo- 


ken before ; It remaineth, 
himfelf, and his Neighbour. 


CHAP. VI, 


that we now {peak of his duty towards 


Of the Fuftice and Duty of « man towards bimfelf. 


‘THis is {ufficiently contained in this whole work; in the figft book, 


“which teacheth aman t 


o know himfelf, and all humane con- 


dition; in the fecond, which teachetha man to be wife, and to that 
end, giveth advifements and rules > and in the reft of this book, efpe- 


cially in the virtues of fortitude 


will here fummaril 
formal. 


The firftand fundament 


and temperance. Neverthelefs, I 
y fet down fome advifements, more exprefs and 


al advice is, to refolve not to live care- 


Jefly, after an uncertain fafhion, and by chance and adventure, as al- 
to do, who feem to mock and deceive 


moft all are accuftomed 


themfelves, and not tolivein 


good earneft, nor leading the life fe- 


rioufly and attentively, but living from day to day, as it falleth out, 


They tafte not, they peffefsnot 
ufe it, tomake ufe of other thit 
tions do many times trouble, 
fervice. Thefe kind of peop] 


it be to live. 


, they enjoy not their life : but they 
ngs: Their defignments and occupa- 
and hurt their life, more than do it 
e, doall things in good earneft, except 
All their actions, and the lefler parts of their life are {e- 


rious, but the whole body thereof pafleth away, as if they thought 


not thereof : itis a bare fu 
of. That whichis but an 


principalas an acceflary. 


ppofition, thatis not worth the thinking 
accident, is principal anto them, and the 


They affe@ and incline themfelves to all 


things, 





















































Of thejuftice andduty of man towards hiufelf. 40r 
things, fome toget knowledge, honours, dignities, riches: others to 
take their pleafure, to hunt, to {port themfelves, to paffeaway the 
time : others to fpeculations, imaginations, inventions: others to 
manage and-order affairs: others to other things; but to live, is the 
leaft they think of. They live as it were infenfibly, being wholly ad- 
dicted and faftening their t houghtsuponother things. Life is unto 
them but as a tearm, anda procraftination or delay to employ it a= 
bout other things. Now. all this is very unjuft, it is aninfelicity and 
treafon again{t a mansfelf: itis fora man to lofe his life and to go 
again{t that which every man fhould do, that is, live ferioufly, at- 
tentively, and chearfully, Dewe vivere & letari: fibi femper valere, & 
vivere dotium: Tole well and cheacfully: ever to do good to bimfelf, 
and to live learned, to the end he may live well, and well die: iris 
the fault of every man. A man muft lead and order his life, as if it 
were a butineffe of great weight and: confequence, and as a bargain 
made whereof he mutt give an account exactly by parts and par- 
cels. It is our greateft- bufinefs, in refpe@t whereof; all the reft are 
but toyes, things acceflary and fuperticial. There are fom2 that de« 
liberate and purpofe to do it, but it is whenthey muftlive no lon- 
ger, wherein they refemble thofe that put of their baying and fel- 
ling, till the market be paft, and when they fee their folly, they 
complain, faying, Shall I never have leifure to make my retreat, to 
live unto my felf? quam ferum of incipere vivere cune defizendum eft See Libor. 
quam ftults nortalitatis oblivia ? dum differtur, vita iran{eurrit, Foy ©4P. 36: 
lite is tt to beginto live, when a man muftceafe to live? bow foolifh is it 
10 forget our mortality? webilft it is deferred, life paffeth ami, And 
this is thereafon why the wifecry out unto us, well toufe the time, 
_ tempori parce. That we have not need of any thing fo muchas time, 
faith Zenon. For life isfhort,and Artis long< not the Art toheal, 
but rather to live, which is wifedome. To this frft and principal ad- i 
vice,thefe following do ferve. / ; 
To learn to dwell, to content, to delight himfelf alone, yea, to 
guit himfelf of the World, if need be: the greateft thing is for a 
man to know how to be himfelf; virtueis content with it felf: let us 
win fo. much of our felves, as to be. able in good earneft and willing- 
ly, tolive alone, and tolive at our cafe. Let us learn:o quit our felves 
of all thofe bands that faften and bind us toanother, and that our 
contentment depending of our felves,neither feeking nor difdaining, 
or refufing company,but chearful.y to go on, with or without compa- 
ny, as either our own, or anothers need do require: but yet noe - 
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Of the ju(ticeand duty of man towards himfelf. 
‘fo to thue up our felves, and to fettle and eftablith our pleafure, as 
{ome that are half loft being alone. A’ mari muft have within him- 
{elf wherewith to entertain and: content himfelf, & in finu [ao gau- 
derey And to rejoyee within bimfelf. He that hath won this point, 
pleafeth himfelf in all places, and in all things. He mutt carry a 
‘countenance conformable to the company, and theaffairsthat are 
in hand and prefent themfelves, and accommodate himfelf tinto 
another, be fad ifneed be, but inwardly to keep himfelf one and the 
fame: this is Meditation , and confideration, which is the nous 
rifhment and life of the {pirit, cajus vivere of cogitare : Whofe life 
is cogitation. Now for the benefit of nature, there is not any bufinefs 
which we domore often, continue longer; that is more eafie, more 
natural, and more our own, than to meditate > and to entertain 
our thoughts. But this meditation is not inall after one manner, but 
very divers, according tothe diverfity of {pirits. In fome, it is weak, 
in others ftrong, in fome it is languifhing idlenefs,a vacancy, and 
want of other bufinefS. But the greater {pirits make it their princi- 
pal vacation, and molt ferious ftudy, whereby they are never more 
bufied, or leffe alone, (as it is {aid of Scipio) than when they are a- 
Jone, and quitting themfelves of affairs, in imitation of God him- 
felf, who liveth and feedeth himfelf with his eternal thoughts and 
meditations. Ie is the bufinefs of the Gods (faith Ariftotle) from 
whence doth {pring both their and our biecflednefs, 

3 Now this folitary imployment, and this chearful entertainment 
Toknowand of amans felf, muft not be, in vanity, much leffc, in any thing that 
cultare limps |. vicionss but in ftudy and profound knowledge, and afterwards in 

the diligent culture of himfelf This is the price agreed, the princi- 
pal, firft and platneft travel ofevery man. He mutt alwaies watch, 

tafte, found himfelf; never abandon, but be alwayes neer, and kee 
him({clf to himfelf: and finding that many things go not well, whe- 
on ther by reafon of vice and defect of nature, or the'contagion of ano- 
ther, or other: cafual accidents that trouble him, he mutt quietly and 
{weetly correct them, and provide for them. He mutt reafon with 
him(elf, correct and recal himfélf couragioufly, and not fufér himfelf 

to be carried away, either with difdain or carelefnefs, 

4 He mult likewife, in avoiding all idlenefs, which doth but ruft and 
To kecp bimfelf masre both the foul and body, keep himfelf alwayes in breath, in of- 
im exercife, tice and exercife, but* yet not over-bent, violent and painful ; but 
above all, honeft, virtuous and ferious, And that he may the bet- 
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Of the juftice and duty of man towards himfelf, 


ter doit, he muft quit himfelf of other bufinefS, and propofe unto 
himfelf {uch defignments as may delight him, conferring with ho- 
neft men, and good books, difpenfing his time well, and well ore 
dering his hours, and not live tumultuoufly, and by chance and haz- 


zard. 

Again, he mutt well husband, and make profit.of all things. thar 
are prefented untohim,done, faid, and make them an inftrucion 
unto. him, apply them unto himfelf, without any thew or femblance 
thereof. 

And to particularize a little more, we know that the duty of man 
towards himfelf, confifteth in three points, according to his three 
parts, to rule and govern his {pirit, his body, his goods. Touching 
his fpirit, (the firit and principal, whereunto efpecially do belong 
thefe general advifements which weare to deliver) we know, that 
all the motions thereof, are reduced to two, to think, and to defire; 
the underftanding and the will; whereunto do an{wer {cience and 
virtue, the two ornaments of the fpirit. Touching the former, which 
is the underftanding, he muft preferveit from. two things, infome 
fort, contrary and extreme, that is, fottithnefs and folly, that isto 


fay, from vanities and childifh follies, on the one fide; this is to 


baftardize and to lofe it, it was net made to play the novice or 
baboun, on ad jocum & lufum genitus, fed adfeveritatem potius; Not 
born to {port and play, but rather for gravity: and from phantattical, 
abfurd, and extravagant opinions on the other fide 5 thisis to pollute 
and debafe it. It muft be fed and entertained with things prohttable 
and ferious, and furnifhed and indued with found, weet,and natu, 
ral opinions : and fo much care muft not be taken, to elevate and 
_ Mount it, to extend it beyond the reach, as to rule, and order it. For 
orderand continency,is the effect of wifedome,and which giveth price 
to the foul; and above all, tobe free trom prefumption, and obfij- 
nacy in opinion, viccs very familiar, with thofe that have any extra- 
ordinary force and vigour of {pirit; and rather, to continue in doubt 
and fufpence, efpecially in things that are doubtful, and capable of 
oppofitions and reafons on both parts, not eafily digefted and deter- 
mined, Itisan excellent thing, and the fecureft way, well to know. 
how to doubt, and to be ignorant, and the moft noble Philofophers, 
have not been afhamed to make profeffion thereof yea, it is the prin- 
cipal fruit and effect of {cience. 
Touching the will, it muftin all things be governed, and fubmit 
it felf to the rule of reafon, which isthe office of vertwe, and. 
not. 
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Of the jufticeand duty of man towards binfelf. 
not unto flecting inconftant opinion, which is commonly falfe, and 
much leffe unto paflion. Thefe are the three that move and govern 
onr fouls..But yet this is the difference, that a wife man ruleth and 
rangeth himfelf according fo nature and reafon, regardeth his duty, 
holdeth for apceryphal, and fafpe@s whatfoever dependeth upono- 
pinion, or paflion: and theretore he livethin peace, paffeth away his 
life cnearfully and pleafingly, isnot fubje@ to repentance, recanta- 
tions, changes; becaufe whatfoever falleth out, he could neither da 
nor chufe better, and therefore he is neither kindled norftirred ; for 
reafon-is alwayes peaceable. The fool that fuffereth himfelf to be 
led by thefe two, doth nothing «bit wonder and war with himfelf 
and never refteth. He is alwaies re-adviling, changing, mendin , re- 
penting, and is never contented; which to fay the truth, belongeth 
to a wife man, who hath reafon and virtue to make himfclf fuch a 
one. Nala placidior-quies nifi cuam ratio compofait. Noret more pleafing, 
than that which reafin hath felled. An honelt man mutt govern and 
refpect himfelf, and fear his reafon and his Confcience, which is 
his Donws genius, his good {pirit, in fuch fort, that he cannot without 
fhame, ftumble in their prefence : rarum eft, ut fatis fequilgue vereatur: 
Tt is @ rare thing, that any man fhould Sufficiently be afraid of bint 
elf. 
f As touching the body, we owe thercunto affiftance, and conduc 
or direction. Itis folly to go about to {cparatc and funder thefe two 
principal parts, the one from the other; but contrarily itis fit and 
neceflary they be united and joyned together. Nature hath given 
us a body, as a neceMfary inftrument tolife: and it isht that the fpi- 
rit as the principal, fhould take upon It the guardianthip and pro- 
tection of the body. So far fhould it be from ferving the body, which 
is the moft bafe, unjuft, fhameful, and burthenfome fervitude, that is, 
that it fhould affit, counfelit, and be as a husband untoit. So that 
it oweth thereunto care, not fervice: It muft handle it asa Lord, 
not as a Tyrant; nourifh it, not pamper it, giving it to under- 
ftand, that it liveth not for it, but that it cannot liye here below, 
without it. This is an inftru@ion to the work-man, to know how 
to ufe, and make ufe ofhisinftruments. And itis likewife no {mall 
advantage toaman, to know how to ule his body, andto make it a 
fit inftrument for the exercife of vircue. Finally, the body is pre- 
ferved in good eltate by moderate nourifhment, and orderly exex~ 
cife. How the fpirit muft havea part, and bear i company in thofe 
- —pleafures that belong unto it, hath been faid before, and {hall here- 
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Of thejuftice and duty of man towards himfelf. 


after, be fet down in the virtue of Temperance. 
Touching gocds and the duty of every man in this cafe, there are 9 
many and divers Offices's forto gather riches, to keep them, to huf- 
band them, to employ. them, to yield unto them all thatis fit, are 
different {ciences. One is wife inthe one of them, that in the other 
underltandeth nothing, neither is it fic he fhould. The acquifition 
of riches, hath more parts than thereft. The employment is more 
glorious and ambitious. The prefervation and cuftody, which is pro- 
per to the women, is the arbour to cover them. | 
Thefe are the two extremities alike vicious, to love and affe¢ 
riches; to hate and reject them. By riches; I underftand: that which 
‘ is more thanenough, and more than is needful. A ‘wife man will do 
neither of both, according to that wifhand prayer of Solemn : Gite 
me neither riches nor poverty: but he willhold them in their place, c- 
fteeming them as they are,a thing of it felfindifferent, mat tet of good 
and evil, and to many things commodious. | 
The evils and mifcries that follow the affe@ting and hating of 
them, have been {poken of before. Now in five words we (et down 
a rule touching the mediocrity therein. 1. To defire them, but not to 
love them. Sapiens non amat divitias, fed mavult: A wife man doth 
not love riches, but would wilingly have ibem. As a little man,and 
weak of body, would willingly be higher and ftronger, but this his 
defire is without care or pain unto himfelf, feecking that without 
paffion, which nature defireth: and fortune knoweth not how to take 
from him. 2. And much leffe, to feek them at the coft and dam~ 
-mage of another, or by art,and bad and bafe means, tothe end, no 
man fhould complain, or envy his gains. 36 When they come upon 
him, entring at an honeft gate, not to rejeé& them, but chearfully 
to accept them, ahd to recieve them into his houfe, not his heart, 
into his poffeflion, tot his love, as being unworthy thercof. 
4: When he poffeffeth them, to employ them honetily and dif- 
creetly, to the good of other men that their departure may, at the 
leaft, be as honett-as their éntrance. 5. If they happen to depart i 
without leave, be loft -or'ftollen from him, that he be not forrow ful 1 
but that he fufler them to depart with themfelves, without any 
thing ofhis. Si divitie effluxerint nifinon auferant femetiplam : If riches 
pale away, let them-carry nothing with ibem but themfelves. To con 
clude, he deferveth not tobe accepted of God, and is waworthy his 
love, and the profeffion of virtue, that makes account of the riches-of 
this world. 
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Oflove or friend{bip. 






qe Aude bofpes contenanere opes, & te qstoque dignum Finge Deo: 
1 he Be bold to fet at meee bafe trafh andpelf, 
ey And worthy of a God frame thou thy felf. 

























Of thejuftice and duty of man towards man. 
An Advertifement. 


His duty is great, and hath many parts; we will reduce them to 

twa great ones. In the firlt we will place the general, fimple , 
and common duties. required in all and every one, towards all and 
ny every one, whether in heart, word, or deed; whichare amity, faith, 
me | verity and free admonition, good deeds, humanity, liberality, ac- 
Hr knowledgement or thankfulnefS. In the fecond, thall be the {pecial 
a duties requited for fome fp:cial and exprefs reafon and obligation be- 
BAe tween certain perfons, as between a Manand his Wife, Parents and 
it Children, Matters and Servants, Princes and Subjects, Magiftrates, 
nye, the great and powerful, and the leffe. 


The firft part, which is of the general and common dusies of alll 
towards all, and firft, 


Hi CHAP. VII. 
Of love or friendfbip. 


i A Mity isa facred flame, kindled in our breafts, firft by Dature, and 
th: Defevigsi- 4 & hath expreffed its firft heat between the Husband and Wite,Pa 
oe ou. rents and Children, Brothers and Sifters; and afterwards gtowing 
cold, hath recovered heat by Art, and the invention of alliances, 

Companies, Fraternities, Colledges, and Communities, But fora{- 

mvch as in all things, being divided into many parts, it was weak- 

A ual: ned and mingled with other pleafant and protitable confiderations; 
to the end, it might re-ftrengthen it {elf,and unite its own forces into 

be ae a narrow room, betwixt two true friends. And this is perfeg amity, 
ae | which is fo much more iervent and fpiritual than other, by how 

much the heart is hotter than the liver, and the blood than the veins. 

3 Amity is the foul and lifeof the world, more neceflary (fay the 


Wife) 




















Of love or friend pip. 
wife) than fire and water : Amicitia, necefitsdo, amici neceffirii; 
Friendfbip, familiarity, are neceffaryfriends. It is thefan, the ftaff, the 
fale ofour life; for without it, all is darknefs, and there is no joy, no 
ftay, no tafte of life :. Amicitia juftitie confars, nature vinculum, ci~ 
Vitatis prefidium, fenetlutis folatinm, vite humane portus: ed omnia 
conftant, difcordsa cadunt: Friendthip is the companion of Fuftice, the 
bond of nature, the defence of a City, the comfort of old age, and the quiet 
harbour of mans life : By it all things coxfjt, and by difcord de= 
CA. 

ae we mult not think that friendthip is profitable and delight- 
ful to private men only, for it is more commodious to the weal-pub- 
lick ; it is the true nurting Mother of humane fociety, the preferver 


a 

4 
How neceifary 
tothe weal. 


of States and policies, Neither is it fufpected, nor difpleafeth any but pudlick. 


Tyrants and Monfters, not becaufe they honour it not in their hearts, 
but becaufe they cannot be of that number, for only friendthip fuf- 
ficeth to preferve the werld. And if it were every’ where in force 
there would be no need of -a Law, which hath not been ordained, 
but as a help, and asa fecond remedy for want of friendfhip, to the 
end, it might inforce and conftrain. by the authority thereof, that 
which for love and friendfhip, thould befreeand voluntary; but 
howfoever the Law taketh place far below friendfhip. For triend- 
fhip ruleth the heart, the tongue, the hand, the will, and thé cfe@s ; 
the Law can but provide for that which is without. This isthe rea 
fon why Ariftotle faid, that good Law-makers, have ever had more 
care ot friendfhip, than of juftice: And becaufe the Law and Ju- 
fice do many times lofe their credit, the third remedy, and leaft of 
all, hath been in Arms and: force, altcgether contrary to the for- 
mer, which is friendthip.. Thus we {ce by degrees, the three means: 
of publick Government. But lovéor-friendfhip 1s worth more than 
the reft, for fecond and {ubfidiary helps are no way comparable to the 
firftand principal, 

The diverfity and dittinCtion of friendfhip is great: That of the 


ancients into four kinds, Natural, Sociable, Hofpital; Venerous, is ri Sirf 4i- 
not fufficient. We may note three; The'tirft is drawn from the frisiftos of tis 


caufes which ingender it, which are fours nature, virtue 5 Profit, plea- paufese 


{ure : whichfometimes go together in Troops; fometimes two, or 
three, and very often onealone: But virtue is the more noble and 
the fironger, for that is {piritual, and in the heart, as friendfhip is : 
Nature in the bloud, profit, in'-the purfe, pleafure in fome part, or 
fenfe of the body., So likewifeivirtueis more libetaly more free, and 

Ee 2 pure, 
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Of love or friendfhip. 
pure, and without it the other caufes are poor, and idle, and frail. He 
that loveth for virtue, is never weary with loving, and, if friendfhip 
be broken, complaineth not:He that loveth for profit, if it fail, com- 
plaineth, and it turneth to his reproach, that when he hath done all 
he can, he hath loft all: He that loveth for pleafure, if his pleafure 
ceafe, his love ceafeth with it, and without complaint, eftrangeth 
himfelf. 

The fecond diftinction which isin regard of the perfons, is in 
three kinds: The onc is in a ftraight line, between fuperiours and ins 
feriours; and it is either natural, as between Parents and Children, 
Uncles and Nephews 3; or lawful, as between the Prince and the {ub- 
jects, the Lord and his vaffals, the Mafter and his fervants, the Do- 
ctor and the Difciple, the Prelate or Governour, and the People. 
Now this kind to {peak properly, is not friendfhip, both becaufe of 
the great difparity that isbetwixt them, which hindereth that in- 
wardnefs and familiarity and entire comunication, which is the 
principal fruit and effect of friendfhip, aslikewife becaufe of the ob- 
ligation that is therein, which is the caufe why there is leffe liberty, 
and leffe choice and affection therein. And this is the reafon, why 
men give it other names.than of friendfhip : foriaferiours, there 
is required of them honour, refpect, obedience; in fuperiours, care 
and vigilancy, over their inferiours. The fecond kind of friendfhip, 
inregard of the perfons, is in a collateral line between equals, or 
fuchas are near equals, And this is likewife twofold; for either it 
is natural, as between brothers, fifters, coufins, and this. comes nearer 
tofriendfhip, than the former, becaufe there is leffe difparity. But 
yet there is a bond of nature, which as onthe one fide, it knitteth 
and faftneth, fo on the other it loofneth : for by reafon of goods, and. 
divifions, and affairs, it is not poffible, but brothers and kinf{-folks 
mutt fomtimes differ: befides, that many times the correfpenden- 
cy, and relation of humours and wills, which isthe effence of friend- 
fhip, is not found amongft them He ismy brother, or my kinf= 
man, but yet he isa wicked man, a fool: Orit isfree and voluntae 
ry,as between companionsand friends, who touch notin bloud, and: 
hold of nothing but only friendfhip and love: and this is properly. 
and truly friend fhip. | 


3- The third kind of friendfhip, in regard -of the perfons, is. 
mixt, and as it were compounded of the other two, Whereby it is, or. 
xt fhould be more firong, thisis matrimonial of married couples, 


which 















































Of love or friendship. 409 
which holdeth of love or friendfhip in a ftraight line becaufe of the 

fuperiority of the husband, and the inferiority of the wife 5 and of 

collateral friend (hip’ being both'of them companions joyned to- 

gether by equal bands. And therefore the wife was not taken out 

ef ‘the head, nor foot; but the fide of man. Again, fuch a3 are mar~ 

ried, in’ all things and ’by turns exercife and thew both thele friend~ 

fhips; that which is ina ftraight line in publick, for a wife woman 

honourcth and ‘refpecteth her husband; that whichis collateral in 

private,” by private’ familiarity. The matrimonial friendfhip is 

 jikewife after another fafhion double and compounded; for it ‘is 
| fpiritual and corporal, which is not in other friendfhip, fave one- 
 }y-in that: which is reproved by all good lawsy and by nature it elf. 
Matrimonial friendfhip then is great, ftrong, and puiffant. There 
are nevertheleffe two or three things that ftay and hinder it, that it 
cannot attain to the perfe@ion of friendfhips the one, that there 
 #s-no»part of marriage free but the entrance, for the progreffe and 
- thecontinuance thereof is altogether conftrained, enforced, I mean 
in Chriftian marriages; for every where elfe it is leffe enforced, by 
reafon of thofe divorcements which are permitted: the other is } 
the weaknefS and infufficiency of the wife, which can no way cor- 
refpond to that perfect conference and communication of thoughts 
and judgments: her foul fs not {trong and conitant enough to en- 
dure the ftraightnefs of a knot {o fait, fo ttrong, fo durable ;, it is as 
if a man fhould fow a ftrong and coorfe piece of cloth toa foft 
and delicate. This4illeth not the place, but vanifheth and 1s eafily 
torn from the other. Again, this inconvenience followeth the friend - 
fhip of married couples, that it is mingled with fo many other ftrange 
matters, children, parents of the one fide and the other, and fo many | 
other diftaff-bufinefles that do many times trouble and interrupt a \ 































































lively aftection. | | 
The third diftinction of friendthip refpecteth the force and in- i. | 
tention, or the weaknefs and diminution of triendthip. According 3. Ofdegres: | 


to this reafon, there is a’ twofold friendihip, the common and imper* 
fe&, which we may call good will, familiarity, privateacquaintance ; 
and it hath infinite degrees, one more ftri@t, intimate and ftrong 
than another: andthe perfect, whichis invincible, aird isa Phenix 
in the world, yea hardly conceived by imagination. 
we fhall know them both by confronting them’ together, and 8 

by knowing their differences, The common ‘may beattained in nie difference 
3 “OE a . . If friend fhip 
fhort time, Of the perfect itis faid, that we'multtake long ume (inom and 
Ec 3 €0 per fell, 
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Oflove orfriendhip. 
to deliberate, and they muft cat much fale together before it be pere 
fected. 

2. Thecommon is attained, built, and ordered by divers profit. 
able and delightful occafions and occurrants: and therefore a wife 
man hath fet down two means to attain unto it, to {peak things 
pleafant, and todo things profitable 5 the perfe@ is acquired by an 
enly true and lively virtue reciprocally known. 

3: The common may be with and between divers: the perfed is 
with one only, who is another lf, and between two only, who 
are but one. It would intangle and hinder it felf amongft:many, for 
if two at one time fhould defire to be fuccoured, if they thould requett 
of me contrary oflices, if the one fhould commit to my fecrecy a 
thing that 1s expedient for another to know, what courfe, what order 
may be kept herein? Doubtlefs, divifion isan enemy te perfection, 
and union her coufin-germane. 

4. The common is capable of more and lefle, of exceptions, res 
firaints, and modifications; it is kindled and cooled, fubjec& to ace 
ceflion and receflion, like a fevour, according to the prefence or ab- 
{cnce, merits, good deeds, and fe forth The perfect not fo, alwaies 
the fame, marching with an equal pace, firm, haughty, and con- 
ftant. 

5: Thecommon receiveth and hath need of many rules and cau- 
tions given by the wife ; whereofone is, to love without re{pe of 
piety, verity, virtuc, dmicus n{que ad aras. Another, fo to love as 
that a man may hate ; fotohate,as that he may likewife love, that 
is to hold alwaies the bridle in his hand, and not to abandon him- 
felffo profufely that he may have caufe to repent, if the knot of friend< 
thip happen to unite. 

Again, to aid and fuccour at a need without intreaty: for a 
friend is bathful, and it cofts him dear to requeft that that 
he thinks to be his due. Again, not to. be important to his 
friends, as they that are alwayes complaining after the manner 
of women. Now al chefe leffons are very wholfome in ordi- 
nary fricndfhip, but have no place in this fovercign and per- 
fect. . 

We fhall know this better by the portrait and defcription of 
perfcct friendthip; which is avery free, plain, and univer{al confu- 
fion of two fouls. See here three words, 1. A confufion, not one- 
ly a Conjundion,.and joyning together, as of folid things, which 
howlocves they be faftened,mingled,and knit together, may be fepa- 


rated 




















































Of love or friendship. 






rated and known vapart. For the fouls of men in thisperfe@ amity 


are in fuch fort. plunged and drowned the one within the other, 
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that they can no more‘be divided, ncither would they than things 
liquid that are mingled togetier. 2. Very free, and built upon the 
pure choice and liberty ©@ the will, without any other obligation, 
occafion, or ftrange caufe. There is nothing more free and volunta- 
ry than affection. 3. Univerfal, without any exception of all 
things, goods, honours, judgments, thougits, wills, lite. From this 
univerfal and full confulion it procecdeth, that the onecannot lend 
or give to the other, gnd there s no tpeech betwixt them of good 
turns, obligations, acknowledgements, thankfulnc(s, and othcr the 
like duties, which are the nourifhers of common triendfhips, but yet 
teftimonies of divifion and difference, as I know not how to thank my 
felf for the fervice [do unto my felf, neither doth that love which I 
bear unto my {clf increafe by thofe fuccours and helps I give unto my 
{elf. And in marriage ic felf, to give fome refemblance ot this divine 
knot, though it come far fhort thereof, donations are forbid be- 
tween the husband and the wife: and ifthere were place for three, 
one to give unto the. ether, he is the giver that gives caufe'to his 
friend to exprefle and imp'oy iis love; and he receiveth the good 
turn, that by giving binds his companion: for the one and the other 
f{ceking above all things even with a greedy defire to do 200d to 
one another, he that giveth the occation and yieldeth the matter 
he that is liberal, giving that contentment to his friend, to effect that 
which he moft detireth. 

Of this perfect friendfhip and communion, antiquity yieldeth 
fome examples. B/ fius taken-for a good friend of Tiberius Grac- 
chus then condemned to die, and being asked what he would do for 
his fake, and he anfwering that he woald refule nothing, it was de- 
manded what he would do if Gracchus fhou'd intreat him’ to Are 
the Temples? to whom he anfwered, that Gracchus would never 
intreat fuch a matter at his hands, but ifhe fhould he would obey 
him; a very bold and dangerous anfwer. He might boldly have 

-faid, that Gracehus would never have required fuchamatter,and 
that fhould have been his anfwer; for according to this our deferi- 
ption, a perfect friend doth not only fully know the will of his 
friend, which might have fufficed for an anfwer, but he holdeth ie 
his flseve, and wholly poffefleth it. And in that he added, that if Grac- 
chus would: have required it, he would have done it, it isas ifhe had 
faid nothing, it neither alters nor hurteth his firt anlwer concerning 
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Of faith, truft, treachery, fecrecy. 
chat affurance that he had of-che will of Gracehus, This of wills 
and Judgements. 3. Touching. goods, There were three friends 
(this word three is fome impeachment to our rule, and may make 
vs chink thae this was no perfect amity) two rich and one poor 
charged with an old mother, and a daughter to marry: this man.dy- 
ing made. his will, wherein he bequeathed to one of his friends his 
mother to be fed and maintained by him, to the other his daughter 
to be married by him, enjoyning him withall to beftow upon her the 
beft dowry that his ability would afford, and if at fhould happen that 
the one ofthem fhould die, he fhould fubftitute the other. The peo- 
ple made themfelves merry with his Will or Teftament,the legataries 
accepted of it with great contentment, and eaeh of.them received 
unto them their legacy but he that hath taken the mother,departing 
this life within five dayes after, the other furviving and remaining 
the fole univerfall inheritoyr, did carefully intertain the mother, 
and within a few.dayes after he married in one day his own. & onely 
daughter, and her that was bequeathed, unto him dividing. betwixt 
them by cquall portions all his goods. The wife, according. to this 
defcription, have padged that the firft dying, expreffed greateft love, 
and was the more lib-rall , making his friends his heires, and giving 
them that contentment, as to employ them for the fupply of his” 
wants. 4. Touching life; that hiftory is fufficicntly known of 
thofe two friends, whereof the one being condemned by the tyrant to 
dye at a certain day and hour, he requefted, that giving baile, 
he might in the mean time go and difpofe of his domefticall affairs, 
whichthe tyrant agrecing unto upon this. condition,. that. if he did 
not returne by,that time, his baile fhould fuffer the punifhment. The 
prifoner delivered his friend, who entred into prifon, upon that 
eondition : andthe time being come, and the friend who was the 
‘baile refolving to dye, his condemned -friend. failed not to offer him- 
felf, and fo quit his friend of that danger. Whereat the tyrant bee 
ing ‘more than aftonifhed, and. delivering them both from death, 
defired them to receive, and.to adopt him, in their friendthip. as 
theix friend. , 


CHAP. VIIE 
Of fairh, traft, treachery, fecrecy.- 


gui of aN Li men, yea the molt treacherous know and confefle that faith 


is the band of humane fOcicty, the foundation of. all. juftice 
and * 



























































Of faith, truft, treachery, fecrecy. 


and. that above all things it ought to bee religioufly obferved 5 
Nihil asguftins fide, qua jultitte fundamentum eft, nec ulla res vebe- 
mentins rempublicam continet & vitam : Sinciifimum bumant pecto- 
ris bonum : Nothing is more exellent thin faith, which is the foundstion 
of jultice, neither doth any thing more mightily bridle and rule the com- 
mon-w:alth and.the life of man. It ig the mojt. facred good in the brets 
of men. 
Ante Tove generata, decus divumg; buminumgs. Cic, 
Our fine non tellus pacem non equora norunt, 
Iuftitie confors, tacitumd in peciore numen. 
Borne b-fore Jupiter, of gods and men the grace, 
Wb ut which neither Land, nar feas for peace bave place, 
Confort tu Tuftice, 2 mans breaff, ) 
A God-bead not to be expreft. 
Neverthelefle the world isfull of.treacheries. There are but 





few that doe well and truly keep their faith. They break it giJtieryave, 


divers wayes, and they perceive it not. So they finde fome pretext 
and colour thereof, they think they are fafe enough. Others 























{eek corners, evafions, fubtiltics ; Querunt latebras perjurio. Now to The divifon of 


remove allthe difficulties thae are in this matter, and truly toknow 
how aman fhould carry himfelf,there are four confiderations, where- 
to all the reft may be referred ; The perfons, as well he that giveth 
faith, ashethat receiveth it 5. the fubject whereof the quettion is. 
made, and the manner according to which the faith isgiven.. 
Astouching him that giveth faith, it is neceffary that he have 
power to doe it: Ifhe be tubje& to another, he cannot give it, 
having given it without the leave and approbation of. his matter, 
itis of none effe@; asit did. well appeareinthe Tribune Saturnine 
& his complices who comming forth of the Capitol(which they had 
taken by rebellion upon the faith given by the Confuls, fubjects, and 
officers of the Common. wea'e were jultly flain. But every tree man 
mutt keep his faith, how great and honourable foeverhe bes yea . 
the greater he is, the more he is bound tokeepit, becaufe he 1s the 
more free to pive it. And it was well faid, Thatthefimple word of a 
Prince fhould-be of .as great force, as the oath ofa private man. . . 


faiths 


As touching him to whom faithis given; whofoever he.be,it muft 


this matésr, 


and He that giveth 


earcfully be kept, and there are. but two exceptions, which ase He that'rectisi 


clear enough, the one ifhe tecetved it not, and were not contented 7? #. 
with it,but demanded other caution and affurance.For faith is afacred 
thing. 
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Of faith, traft, treachery, fecrefee. 


things, muft fimply be received ; otherwife it is nomore faith, nor 
truli, when hotkages are demanded, furcties are given sto take 
fags or caution with faith,is a thing ridiculous. He that js held 
under the guard of men, or walls, it he efcape and fave himfclf, is 
notfaulue. The realonof that Romane, iSg00d3 Unh fibi guifq , 
ered, ee habita fides ipfam fibi cbligat fidem: fides requirit fiduciam, % 
c relativa funt 3 Fvery enc would bave binsfelfso Be aS Seni 
faith given, bindeth faiib unto bim: faith recmired traf, and they ee 
relation the one tothe other. The other, if having accepted it, he firft 
brake it 5 Frangemti fides framgatur cideme > Chando t% me non 
babes pro Scnatore, nec ego te pro Confule: Wih him thas breaketh 
faith, let faih alfo be broken : When thou boldeft not me for a Senator, 
T will not koid thee for a Confel.. Atreacherous man deferveth not by 
thelaw of nature that faith fhould be kept unto him, except it be 
after an agreement, which covereth “the treachery, and maketh re- 
venge unlawfull. Now thcfe two cafes eXcepted, a man mult keep 
his taith to whomfoever, to his fubjeéts as thall be faid. pee 
enemy, witnefle the act of Aitilins Regulus 5 the Proclamation 
of the Senate of Rome againit all thofe that had been licenfed 
by Pyrrbws upon their faith given to depart 3 and Camillus, who 
would not fo muchas make ufe of the treachery of another, but re- 
fent the children of the Falifians with their matter. 3-Toa thief and 
publick offender,witnefs the fa& of Pompey,to the pirats and robbers; 
and of Auguftms to Crocotas. 4. To the enemies of religion,accord« 
ing to theexample of F/u2 againtt the.Gibeonites. But faith ought 
not to be given to thefe two Jatter, thieves and hereticks, or apo- 
ftate’s, nor taken of them: for we ought not to capitulate, nor to treat 
wittingly of peace and alliance with fach kind of people, except it 
be in extreme neceflity, or for the winning of them to the truth, or 
for the publick good, but being given, it ought to be kept. 


As touching the thing fubje@, if it be unjuft or impoffible,a map 
is quit :and being unjuit, itis welldone to flie from it, and a-deuble 
fault tokeep it. All other excules befidesthefe two, areof no a¢- 
count, as loffe,dammage, difpteafure, difcommodity, difficulty ; as 
the Romunes have many time practifed, who have rejected many 
great advantages, to avoid the breach of faith, Quibus tani utrlirate 
fides entiguior fuit : With whom frith was better accounted jban (0 mush 
profit. 


Touching the manner of giving faith, there is {ome doubt;for ma- 
ny 




















































Of faith, tru ft, treachery, fecrefie. 


ny think, that if it have been extorted either by. force and feay, or by. 
fraud and fudden furprife, a man 1s not bound unto itsbecanfe in both 
eafes, he that promifeth hath not a will, whereby all things are to be 
judged. Ochers are of acontrary opinion; and to fay the truth, Fo- 
fez sept his faith and promife to the Gibsonites, thoughit were cx- 
torted from him by a great furprife, and falfé intelligence, and it was 
afterwards declared, that he did therein what he ought todo. And 
therefore it feemeth that a man may fay, That where there is onely 
a fimple word and promife pait, aman 1s not bound, butif faith or 
promife given be confirmed and authorifed by an act, asthe faé of 
F sua, he isbound to perform itin regard of the nameof God : but 
yet that heis afterwards in judgement to feck means to night himfelf 
of that either deceit or violence. Faith given with ar oath, and the 
interpofition of the name of God, bindeth more than a fimple pro- 
mife;and the breach thereot which includeth perjurie with treache- 
ry, is far wore. But to think to giveaffurance of faith by new and 
ftrange oaths, as many do, is{uperfuous amongft honeft men, and - 
unprofitable, ifa man will be difloyall, The belt way isto {wear by. 
the cternall God, the revenger of thofe that vainly ufe his name, and ~ 
break the faith. 

Treachery and perjury is in a certain fenfe, more bafe and execra- 
ble than Atheifme. The Atheitt that believeth there isno God 
not fo injuriousagainft him in thinking thcreis no God, as he that 
knowceth him, beltcveth in him, and in mockery and contempt doth 
perjurioufly abufc his name. He that fweareth to deceive, mocketh | 
God, and fearcth man. It isa leffe fn to contemn God, than to , 
mock him. ‘Thehorror of treachery and perjury cannot be better 
deciphered, than it was by-him that faid, It was to give a teftimony 
ofthe contempt of God, and the fear of men. And what thing is . 
more monftrous than to bea coward with men, and refolute and 
valourous with God? Treachery is, fecondly, the traytor and. capital 
enemy of humane fociety. For it breaketh and deftrayeth the. band 
thereof, and all commerce which dependeth upon the word and pros 
miles of men, which if it fail we have nothing elfe to nick unto. 

Tothe keeping of faich belongeth the faithfull guard of the {crets 7% 
of another, which isa charge full of inconvenience, efpecially of 
gre.t perfonages, which though it may wifely be performed, yet it is 
good to lie the knowledge of them, as fometimes that Poet did the 
fecrets Of Lyfmachws.. He that takes into his cubtody the fecrets of 
another, draws a greater trouble npon him, than he dreams of: 
for 
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Veritie and free admonition. 


for befides the care that. he takes unto himfelf, to keep them well, 
he binds him{cit to fain, and to denie his “own thoughts a thing 
very irkfome to a noble and gencrous heart. Neverthelefle he that 
takes that charge upon him, muft keep it religioufly ; and to the 
end he may do it well, and play the.good fecrétary, ke mult be fucha 
one by nature not by art and obligation. 


CH AP ke 

Veritie and free admonition. 
I Ree andhearty admonition is a very wholfome and excellent 
beading medicine, and the beft office of amity. For to wound and of 
tend a little, to profit much, is to love foundly. Itis one of the 
principal! and moft profitable Evangelical commandmentsg Si pee- 
caverit'in te fraier tums, cerripe illum, c, If the brother fin againft 

thee, reprove bim, ee. ' 
All have fometimes need of this remedy, but efpecially all thofe 
that are in profperity, for it isa very hard thing to be happy and 
wifetogether. And Princes who lead alife fo publick and are to. 
furnith themfelves with {0 many things, and have fo many things 
hid framthem, cannot fee norunderftand, but by the eyes and cares 
of another.‘ And therefore they have great need of advertife- 
ments: otherwife they may chance to run firange and hard tortunes, 
if they be not very wife, 
This office is undertaken by very few; There are required there- 

3 unto (as the wife afirme) three things, judgement or difcretion, 
Rave, dificult. conragious liberty, amity and fidelity. Thefe are tempered and 
dangerous. mingled together, but few there are that doe it, for fear of off.nding, 
or want of true amity, and of thofe that doe it, few there are that 
know how todoit well. Nowif it beill done, likea medicine ill ap- 
plied, it woundeth without profit, and produceth almoft the fame 
effect with gricfe, that Aattery doth with pleafure. To becom- 
mendcd and to be reprehended unfhittingly and to {mall purpofe, is 

the felf-fame wound, anda mattera like faulty in him that dothit. 
Verity how noble foever it be, yet it hath not this priviledge, to be 
imployed at all hours and imall fahions. A wholfome holy repres 

hention may be vitioufly applied: 

4 The counfels and cautions for a man well to govern him(elf here- 
rhe rules oftrue 1 (itis to be underftood where there is no gtcat inwardneffe, fami- 
admonitios. -liaritie, Confidence, or authority and power, for in thefe cafes 


thing, 
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Verity and free aduonition, 


here isno place for the careful, obfervation of thefe rules following } 
are thefe. 1. To obferve place and time ; that ict be neither in times 
nor places of feafting, and great joy3. forthat were (as they fay) to 
trouble the feaft : nor of forrow and adverfity : for that were a point 
of hoftility, and the way to make an end ofall; that is rather a ft 
time to f{uccour and comfort aman. Crudelis inre adver{a objurga- 
tio, damnare eft objurgare, cum auxilio eft opus: Chiding is cruel in ad- 
ver fit y, to chide is to condemn, when help is needful. King Perfeus, teeing 
himfelf thus handled by two of his familiar friends, killed them 
both. 2. Not-to reprehend all things indifferently-: not finall and 
lightoffences; this were to be envious; and an importanate, ambiti- 
ous reprehender 5 not great and dangerous, which a man of himfelf 
doth fufficiently feel, and fear a worfe punifhment to come ;_ this 
were to make a man think he licsin wait to catch him. 3. Secretly 
and not before witne(s; to the end he make him not afhamed, as .t 
hapned to a young man,whowasfo muchabathed, that he was re- 
prehended by Pythagoras, that he hanged himfelf. And Plutarch is 
of opinion, that it was for this canfethat Alexander killed his friend 
Clitus, becaufe he reprehended him in company : but efpecially, that 


it be not before thofe, whofe good opinion, he that is reprehended 


defireth to retain, and with whom he defires to continue his credit, 
as before his wife, his Children, his Difciples. 4. Out of afimple 
carelef$ nature, and ‘freedom of heart, without any particular inte- 
reft,.or pafliom of the mind, be it neverfo little. 5. To comprehend 
himfelf in the fame fault, and to ufe-general termes, as, We forget 
our felves, what do we think of ? To begin with commendations, 
and to end with proffers of fervice and help; this tempereth the 
tartnefs of correction, and gives a better entertainment. Such and 
{uch a thing, becomes you well, but not fo well fuch and facha thing. 
7. To expre(s the fault with better words than the nature of the of: 
fence doth require, as, You have not been altogether well advifed 
in ftead of, You have done wickedly : receive not this woman into 
your company, for fhe. willundo you; in ftead of, Allure her not, 
perfwade her not to-yield to your detires, for thereby you will undo 
yourfelf: Enter not into difpute with fucha man; in ftead of,Quar- 
rel not, envy not fuch a man. 8. Fhe admonition being ended, be 
not. prefently gone. .but. {tay and fall.into fome other common and 


pleafant, difcourfe. 
) CHAA FB. 
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Of flattery, lying, and dilfimulation. 


























CHAP. X. 
Of flattery, lying, and diffembling. 


Lattery is a very dangerous poyfon, to every particular perfon, & 

almoft the only caufe ofthe ruine ofa Prinée and the State: it is 
worfe than falfe witnefs, which corrupteth not the Judge, but des 
cciveth him only, caufing kim to give a wicked fenrence againft his 
will and judgement: but flattery corruptcth the judgement, en- 
chanteth the fpirit, and makes him unaptto be further inftructed ia 
the truth. And if a Prince be once corrupted by flattery, it neceffa- 
rily followeth, that all chat are about him, ifthey willlive in grace 
and favour, muft be flatterers. It is therefore a thing as pernicious, 
as truth is excellent, forit is the corruption of truth. Itis alfoa vil- 
lanous vice, of a bafe beggerly mind, as foul and ill befecming a 
Man, as impudency a woman. Ut matrona metretrici difpar erit atque 
Difcolor, injidofcurre diftabit amicus : Look, how different and unlike a 
modet matroit is to an impudent barlots fo far diftant is afriendfrom a 


farithlefs jofter. Flatterers are likewife compared to harlots, forcerers, 


= 
Epp-cially to 
two forts of 


people. 


Hardly avoia- 
Che 


oy!-fellers, to wolves ; and another faith, that a man were better fall 
among crows than fatterers. 

There are two forts of People fubjec to be Hattered, that is to 
fay, Such as never want People to furnifh them. with this kind of 
Merchandize, and cafily fuffer themfelves to be taken by it; that is 
to fay, Princes, with whom wicked men get credit thereby; and 
women, for there is nothing fo proper and ordinary, to corrupt the 
chaftity of women, as to feed and entertain them with their own 
commendations. 

Flattery is hardly avoided, and it isa matter of difficulty, to be 
preferved from it, not only to women, by reafon of their weaknefs 
aud their natures full of vanity, and: defirous of praife; and to 
Princes, becaufe they are their kinsfolks, friends, and principal offi- 
cers, whom they cannot avoid, that profefle this myftery: (Alexau- 
cer, that great king and Philofopher, could not defend himfelf from 
if, and there is not any private man, that would nor yield much 
more unto it, than Kings, if he were daily affaulted and corrupted, 
by fuch bafe rafcal fort of people as they are) But generally unto all, 
yea, to the wifeft, both by reafon of the fweetnefSthereof in fitch 
fort that though a man withitand it, yetit pleafeth; and though 
he oppofe himfelf againgt it, yet he never fhutteth it quite out of 
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Of flattery, lying, and diffimulation. 
doors : Unde fepe exclufa noviffimé accipitur > Though often rejeci- 
ed, yet at laftreceived : and becanfe of the hypocrifie thereuf, where- 
by it is hardly difcovered : for it is fo well counterfeited and co- 
vered with the vifage of amity, that itis no eafie matter to difcern ir. 


It ufurpeth the Offices, it hath the voice, it carrieth the name and & imitsteth and 
counterfeit thercof fo artificially, that you will fay, that it is che "/d!th a- 
fame. It ftudieth to content and pleafe, it honoureth and commend- 77,41" # 

= : 5 ; j . be plague 
eth: It butieth it {elf much, and takes much pains to do fervices it ghereof 
- accommodateth it felf co the wills and humou s of men. What 
- more? Ittakesuponit, even the higheft and mott proper point of 
amity, whiclis, to chide, and freely to reprehend.. To be bricf, A 
Flatterer will feem to exceed in !ove, him that he flattereth; where- 
as contrariwife, thereis nothing more oppofite unto love, not de- 
traction, not injury, not profefled enmity. It is the plague and poy- 
| fon of true amity; they are altogether incompatible ; Non pites me 
| fimul amico & adulatore uti: Thou canft not ufe me together, both for 
| a friend, anda flatterer. B-tter arc the fharp admonitions ofa friend, 
_ than the kiffés of aflatterer. Meliora vulnera diligent, guam ofcula 
blandientis. 


Wherefore, not to miftake it, let us by the true Picture thereof, ms ee 
ana aAntitire fis 
of flattery and 


GMILYs 


finde out the means to know ic, and to difcern it from true amity. 
1. Flattery refpecteth for the moft part its own particular benefit, 
_andthereby it is known; buterue triendfhip feeketh not the Z0od 
of it felf. 2. The flatterer is changeable, and divers in his judye- 
| ment, like wax, ora Looking-glaffe, that receiveth all forms. He is 
_aCham-leon, a Polypws, fain to praife and difpraife, and he willdo 
othe like, accommodating himfelf to the mind of him he fattereth, 
 Afriend is firm and contiant. 3. He carrieth bimfelf too violently 
and ambitioufly in all that he doth, inthe view and Knowledge of 
him he flattereth, ever praiting and offering his fervice. Non imi- 
| tatur amicitiam, fed preterit: He doth notimisszte fiizndfbiy, bur paffe 
| 

i 

| 





Ly it. He hathno moderation in. his outward ations, and contrari- 
_ wife, inwardly he hath no affection ;which are conditions quite con- 
trary to atruefricnd. 4. He yieldeth, and alwayes giveth the victo- 
| sytohim he flattereth, alwaycs applauding him, hiving no other 
_ end than topleafe, in.fuca fort, that he commendeth all, and more 
_ than all’; yea,fometimes to his own coft, blaming and-humbling him- 
{cif like a wrettler thit Roopeth, the better tooverthrow his com- 
) panion. Afriend goes roundly to work, cares not whether he have 
the 
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Of flattery, lying, and dijfimeulation. 


the firft or the fecond place, and refpe@eth not fo much how he may 
pleafe, as how he may profit,: whether it be: by fair means, ‘or by 
tonl,as a good Phyfician ufech to-do to cure his patient.5. A flat- 
tcrerfomtimes uftrpeth the -diberty. of a friend to apprehend; but 


"itis with the left hand and untowardly. For he ftayes himfelf at 
imalland light matters, that are not worthy reprehenfion, faining 
"want of knowledge of any greater,-but-yct he will be rude and rough 


cnough in-the cenfuring of the kindred and fervants of him-he flat- 
tereth, as failing much inthat duty they fhould dounto him. Orhe 
fatneth to have underftood .fome light accufations againit him, and 
that he could not-be quiet-until-he knew the truth thereof; and if 
it fallout, that he thatis flattered deny them; orexcufe himfelf,he 
taketh occafion to commend him the more: I was much aftonithed 
ati¢ (faith he) and I could not believeit,. for fee the contrary. For 
how fhould I think, that you will takefrom another-man, when you 
give all that is your own, and take more careto give than to take ? 
Or at leaft wife, he will make his reprehenfion to ferve: his turn, 
that he may flatter the better; telling him, that he takes not care e~ 


nough of himfelf, he is not {paring enough of his-perfon and pre- 


fence, fo neceffary to the Common-weal, asonce a Senator did to 
Tiberius ina full Senate, but with an ill fcent, and as‘ bad fuccefs. 
6. Finally, to conclude in a word, a friend alwayes re(peéteth, pro- 
cureth, and attempteth that which is reafon, and honetty, and duty ; 
the flatterer ‘that which-belongs to paffion and pleafure, and that 
which is already a malady in the minde of him that is flattered. And 
therefore he is a proper inftrument, for all thingsthat belong to 
pleafure and licentious liberty, and not for that which ishoneftor 
painful, and dangerous, Heis like an Ape, who being unht for any 
other fervice, as other beafts are, {erves for a play-game, and to make 
{port. 

A near Neighbour and alliance to flattery:is: lying, a bafe vice 3 and 
therefore faid.an ancient Philofopher, That it was the part of flaves to 
lie, of free-men to Speak the truth, For what. greater wickednefS is 
there, than for aman to belie his own knowledg? The firft: ftep to 
the corruption of good’-manners, is the banifhment of truth as 
contrarily, faith Pindarus, Tobe true, is the beginging of vertue. Xt is 
Iikewile pernicious to humane fociety. We are not men, neither can 
we knit and joyn together in humane focicty, as hath bin {aid, ifthis 
be wanting. Doubtlefs,. filence is more fociable, than untrue 
fpeech. Ita lie had -but one vifage as truth hath, there werefome 
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Of flattery, lying aud diffivulation. 
remedy forit 3 for we would take the contrary to that which aly- 
ar fpeaketh to bethe certain truth, But the contrary to truth hath 
a hundred thoufand figures, and an indefinite and unlimited ficld, 
That which is good,that it to fay, virtue & verity, is too fnite & cer- 
tain, becatife there is bit one way tothe mark: That whichisevil, 
that 1s to fay, vice and errour, and lying, is infinite and uncertain, 
becaufe there areathoufand ways to mifsthe mark. Doubtleife if 
men knew the horror of lying, they would purfue it with (word 
and fire. And therefore fuch ashave thecharge of youth are with 
all inflanee and diligence, tohinder it, and to withftand the firk 
birth and progre({s of this vice, as likewife of opinative obftinacy, 
and that in time, for they never leave growing. 

There is likewifea covered and difguifed lye, which is hypocrifie o¢ 
and diflimulation. (a notable quality of Courtiers, andin as great ~ 
credit amongft them as virtue) the vice of licentious and bafe minds: 
for a man to difguife and hide himfelf under a mask, as not daring 
to fhew himfelf to be that which heis,isa cowardly and fervile hu- 
mour. 

Now he that makes profeffion of this goodly myftery, lives in 4, sath 
great pain, for itisagreat unquietnefs for aman to cndeayour to thereof. , 
feem other than thathe is, andtohave an eye unto himfelf, for fear 
left he fhould be difcovered. It is atorment for a man to hide his 
own nature : to bedif{covered, a confufion. There is no fuch pleafure 
asto live according to his nature, and itis better to be leffe efteem- 
ed and to liveopenly, than to take fo much pains to counterfeit and 
live under a canopy ; fo excellent and fo noble a thing is free- 
dom. 

But the myftery of thefe kind of menis but poor; for diffimu- 
lation continues not long undifcovered, according to that faying : 
Things fained and violent dure not long: and the reward of fuch 
people is; that no man will truft them, nor give them credit when 
they fpeak the truth; for what foever comes from them is held for 
apocryphal and mockery. ; 

Now here is need of indifferency and wifdom. For if nature be rhe coun/ai 
deformed, vicious and offenfive to another 3 it muft be conitrained, bereapow, 
and, to {peak better, corrected. There isa difference between living 
freely and carelefly. Again, aman muft not always fpeak all he 
knows, that isatolly; but that which he fpeaketh, let it be that : 
which hethinketh, 5 ee 

Thege are two forts of people in whom diffimulation is excula- 7-76.40 ue 
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422 Of benefits, obligation, andthankfuluefs: 


ble, yea fometimes requifite ; but yet for divers reafons, that is to 
fay, inthe Prince for the publick benefit, and the good and peace of 
himfelf, or the fate, as before hath been {aid ; and in women for 
the conveniency thereof, becaufe an overfree and bold liberty be- 
comes them aot, but rather inclines to impudence. Thofd {inall 
difguifements, fained carriages, hypocrilies, which. well befit their 
fhamefaftnefs and modefty, deccive none but fools; befeem- them 
welland defend thcir honours;, But yet it isathing which they are 
notto take any great pains to learn, becaufe hypocrifie is natural in 
thems They are wholly made for it, and they all make ufe of it,and 
too much: their vifage, their veltments, their words, countenance, 
laughter, wecping; and they. praGtife it not onely towards their 
husbands living, butafter their deathtoo. They fain great forrow, 
and many times inwardly laugh, Jactantius merent, gue minus do~ 
lent: They mourn in flew, that grieve but little, 


CHAP. XT? . 
Of benefits, obligation, and thank fullueft, 


; 6 a {cience and matter of benefits or good turns, and the 
thankful acknowledgment of the obligation, ative and paf- 
five is great, of great ufe, and very fubtile. It is that where inwe 
failmolt. Wencither know how to do good, nor to be thank- 
fulforit. Itfhould feem that the grace as well of the merit, as of 
the acknowledgment is decayed, and revenge and ingratitude is 
wholly in requeft, {omnuch more ready and ardent are we thereun- 
Tacit. to. Gratia onerieft, ultio in quate babetur +: altixs injurle quam 
Senec. merita defcendunt : Thank fuluefs is a burthen, revenge is accounted 
for gain: Injuries fink deeper shan deferts. Firft then we will {peak 
of merit and good deeds, where we will comprehend humanity, li 
berality, almes-deeds and their contraries, inhumanity, cruelty; and 
afterwards of obligation, acknowledgment, and forgetfulnefs, or 
ingratitude and revenge. 


; . 
&n exlortati- God, nature, and reafon, do invite us to do good, and to deferve 
A a oa well of another 3-God by his example, and his nature, which is 
ork Fueys : ge 
aiyee “ wholly good; neither do we know any better means how to imi- 


tate God 5 Nullz re propius ad Dei naturam accedimus, quam be- 
neficenit'. Dei eft mortalem (uccurrere mortali, In noibing we come 
xearee to the nature of Go, than in doing good. Ibis of Gad that ome mor- 
tal . 




















Of benefits, obligation, and thank fulnefr. 


tal man fuccoureth another. Nature witneffeth this one thing, that 
every one delighteth to feehim, to whom he hath done good: ic 
beft agreeth with nature 5 Nibil tam fecundim naturam, quam ju- 
vare confortium nature : Noibing is more agreeable to nature, than te 
help him that partaketh of the fame nature. It is the work of an 
honeft and generous man todo good, and to deferve well ofano- 
ther, yea to {eek occafions thereunto. Liberalis etiam dandi caufis 
querit: Ttis a part of aliberal mum even to feek occafious of giving. 
Andit is faid, that good blood cannot lye, norfailataneed. It is 
greatnefs to give, bafenefsto take; Beatius eff dare quam accipere, Tt 
is better togivethan toreceive. He that giveth, honoureth himfelf, 


Ambrof, 


makes himfelf mafter over the receiver; he takes, fells him(elf. | 


He (faiff? one) that firft invented benefits or good turns, made 
ftocks and manaclesto tyeand captivate another man. And there- 
fore divers have refufed to take, left they fhould wound their libers 
ty, efpecially from thofe whom they would not love, and be behold- 
ing unto, according tothe counfel of the wife, which advifeth a man 
not to receive any thing from a wicked man, left he be thereby bound 
untohim. Cefar was wont-to fay, that there came nofound more 
pleafing unto his ears than prayers and petitions. It is the mot of 
greatnefs, Ask me; Invoca me in die tribulationis, eruam te & ho- 
norificabis me: Call upon-mein the day of tribulation, and will de- 
liver thee, and thou fhalt glorifie me. It is likewife the moft noble, 
and honourable ufe of our means or fubftance, which fo long as we 
hold and poffefs them privately,they carry with them bafe and abject 
names horfes, lands, mony : but being brought into light, and em- 
ployed te the good and comfort ef another, they are ennobled with 
new and-glorious titles,benefits, liberalities, magnificencies. It isthe 
beft and moft commodious imployment that may be 3 Ars quetn- 
offima, optima nogetiatio, whereby the principal isaflured, and the 
profit is very great. And tofay the truth, aman hath nothing that 
is truly his own, but that which he gives; forthat which he retains, 
and keeps to himfelf, benefits neither himfelf, nor another : and if 
he imploy them otherewife, they confume and diminifh, pafs thorow 
many dangerous accidents, and at laft deathic felf. But that whichis 
given, it can never perith, never wax old. And therefore Mark An- 
tony being beaten down by fortune, and nothing remaining to him, 
but his power to die, cryed out that he had nothing, but that which 
he had given : Hoc habeo quodcunque dedi. And therefore this 
{weet, debonair, and ready will to do good unto all, is 
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Of benefits, obligation, and thank fulnefs. 


right excellent and honourable thing inall refpects : as contrarily,, 
there is not a more bafe and detcftable vice,more againft nature than 
cruelty, for which caufeitis called inhumanity 5 which proceedeth 
from a contrary caufe, to that of bounty and benefits, that is to fay, 
dattardly cowardiinc{S, as hath been faid. 

There is a two-fold manner of doing, good unto another, by 
profiting and by pleating him: for the frit a man is admired and 
efteemeds for the fecond, beloved. The firftis far the better, it re» 
gardeth the neceflity and want of a man, it is to play the part ofa 
father and a true friend. Again, there are two forts ofbounties or 
good turns; the one are duties, that proceed out of anatural or 
lawful obligation: the other are merits and free, Which proceed out 
of pure affection. Thefe feem the more noble: neverthei@& if the 
other be done with attention and affeGion, though they be duties, 
yet they are excellent. 

The beneht and the merit is not properly that, that is given, is. 
feen, 1s toucheds this is. but the groffe matter, thé mark, the fhew 
thereof, but it is the good will. That whichis outward is many. 
times but {mall, that which is inward very great; forthishathcom- 
monly with it a kind ofhunger and afteGion, and isalwaies {eck- 
ing, Occafions to do good; it giveth fo much’ asitican, and what is 
needful, forgetting its own benefit, Is beneficio-boc fufpiciendum 
cuod aheri dedit, ablaturus. fibi, utilitatis fue. oblitus: In a benefit 
this is to be confidered that which he giveth to another he taketh away 


from himfef, being forgetful of his cron profit. ‘Contrarily, where the 


gilt is great, the grace may be {mall 5 for itis commonly given with 
an ill wills with an expectation of much intreaty, and: leafure e- 
nough to confider whether he may. give it orno. This isto make 
too great preparation thereunto, and too great ufe thereof, to give 
it rather to himfelf; and _ his ambition, thait tothe. good and nece- 
flity of the receiver. Agzin thatwhich is outward may incontinent- 
ly vanifh, that which is inward remains Atm: The liberty, healthjho- 
nour, which is to. be given, may all at an inftant, byfome accident or 
other, be taken aWway.3 the bencfitnevertheleffe remaining entire, 
The advifements whereby a man fhould dire himfelf, in his 
bounties and benefits he beftoweth, according to therules and in- 
{truction. of the wile, are thefe: Firft, to whom mutt he give? to 
all? Ie feemeth that to do good unto the wicked and unworthy, 
is at one initant to commit many ‘faults, for it brings an ill name 
upon the giver, entertaineth and kindleth malice, gives that 


which: 











Of bencfits, obligation, and thank fuluefe- 


which belongs to vertue and merit, to vice alfo. Doubtleffe fiee and 
favourable graces are not due, but to the good and worthy 3 butina 
time ofneceflity, and ina generality all, iscemmon. Intheletwo 
cafes the wicked and ungratefull have.a part, if they be in neceflitys 
or ifthey bein fuch a fort mingled with the good, that the one can 
hardly receive without the other. For it is better to do good to 
thofe that are unworthy for their fakes that are good, than to de= 
prive the good for their fakes that are evil. So doth God, good un- 
to all; hefuffercth the fun to fhine, and the rain to fail inditferent- 
ly upon all: But yet his {pecial gifts he giveth not but to thofe whom 
he hath chofen for his; Nvz et bonum fumere panem filiorum, & 
projicere cantbus : myltum refert utri:m aliquem non excludas an cligas: 
Tt is not good to take the Childrens brezd, andcaft itunted gs. Thereis 
agreat difference between not excluding and chufing. Atanced there- 
fore, ma time of affliction and -neccfliry we mult do good unto all 5 
Naminibus prodeffe natura juber, ubicunque bomini benesicio locus : Na- 
ture commandeth to do god unto men, whenfoever opportunity is offered 
so benefit them. Nature and humanity teach us, to regard and to 
offer our felvesunto them, that ttretch out their arms unto us, and 

not untothofe that turn their backs towards us; rather unto thofe 

to whom we may do good, than to thofe that are able to do good 

unto us. It is the part of a generous mind, to take part with the wea- 

Ker fide, to fuccour the afiiicted, andtohelp to abate the pride and 

violence of the conqueror 5 as Chelanis once did, the Daughter and 

Wife of a King, whofe father and husband being at variance and 

wars one againft another, whenfoever the husband had got the bet- 

ter againft her father, like a good daughter the followed and lerved” 
her father inall things in his affictions; but the chance turning,and 

her father getting the maftery, like agood wife, fhe turned to her 

husband, and accompanied him in his hardeft fortune. 


Secondly, he muft do good willingly and cheerfully 5 Now ex 
triftitia aut neceffitate hilarem datorem diligit Deus; Bus eft gratum, 
gued opus eft, fi ultro offer as ; Not with difcontent, or out of wecef- 
fity: God loveth a chearfull giver : that is twice acceptable, that is 
needful, and (fered of bine own accord: not fuffering himfelf tobe 
over-intreated, and importuned,; otherwife it will never be plea- 
fing: Nemo libenter debet quod non accipit, fed exprefit: No man 
receiveth with that thank{ulineffe, when it is not willingly given, bus 
wrung out byimportunity. That which is yielded by force, and en- 
3 treaty 
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Of benefits, obligation, and thankfulnefs. 
treaty and prayers, as dearly fold; Non tulit gratis, qui aecipit ro- 
gaus: imo nibilchsrius emitur quam quod precibus : fe hath it not free- . 
ly, which receiveth by entreaty: yea nothing is dearer bought, than that 
miich is bad by carneft fuit. He that praieth and intreateth, humbleth ‘ 
himfelf, confelleth himfelf an inferiour, covereth his face with fhame, 
honoureth him whom he intreateth ; . whereupon Ce{ar was wont to . 
fay after he had overcome Pompey, That he lent not his e:r1s more 
wiliingly, nor took fo much content inany thing, as to be intreated 
Hl whereby he gave a kind ofhope unto all, even his enemies, that they . 
a fhould obtain whatfoever they fhould requelt. Graces are filken veft- 
ments, tranfparent, free, and not conftrained. 
Thirdly, {peedily and readily. This feems to depend upon the for- 
mer for bencfits are efteerned according to the will wherewith they 
are beftowed: now he that ftayes long before he fuccour and give, 
feems to have beena long time unwilling to doit; guitarde fecit, 
dit nolutt As contrarily, a readynefS herein doubleth the benefit ; 
Bis dat qut Celeriter: He giveth twice that™ giveth guickly. That in- 
1 eae diffcrency and carcle{s tegard whether it be done, or not done, that 
Bly is uled herein, is not approved by any, but impudent, perfons, Di- 
' ! | ligence mult be ufed jn a] points. Herein then there isa five-fold 
| manner of proceeding, whereof three are reproved 5 to refuletodoa 
good turn, and that {lowly too, isa double injury: to refule {peedi- 
ly,aud to give flowly, arealmoftone: and fome there are that are 
kiffe offended with a Quick denial; Minas decipitur cui negatur cele- 
riter: he is lelle deceivéd that is foon denied. The beft way thenis, to ‘ 
ygZive {peedily : but that which is moft excellent, is, to anticipatethe 
demand; to prevent the neceflity and the defire. 
| Fourthly, without hope of reftitution: this is.that wherein the 
4 Without hope force and virtue of a benefit doth principally contift. If itbe a vir- 
of reflitation. ‘tue, itis not Mercenary: Tune eff virtus, dare benefitia non reditura : 
| Then it is virtue to beftow benefits, when they exfpect no requital. A. 
, benefit is leffe richly beftowed, where there isa retrogradation and 
i Ba tet refl.Ction; but when there is no place for reqguital; yea, not. 
| known from whence the good turn cometh, there it is in its true lu- 
| Hi ftre and glory. If a man look after the like, he will give flowly and, 
) 
| 
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to few. Now it is far better to renounce all fuch hopes of two re- 
turns, than to ceafe to merit, and to.do good; for whileft gman 


feeketh after that firange and accidental payment he depriveth him- 
{clf-of the tre and natural 


, which is that inward joy and comfort 
he receiveth in doing 


good. Again, he muft not be twice entreated 
ci for 

















Of benefits, obligation andthank fuluefs. 
for one thing. To do wrong, is init felf a bafé and abominad'e 
thing, and there needs no other thing to diffWwade a man fromit: fo 
todeterve well ofanother: is an excellent and honourable thing, and 
there needs no other thing to enflamea manto it. Andinaword, 
It is not todo good, to look after the like return} it is to make mer- 
chandize and profit thereof 3 Nox et Leneficiums quod in gneftum mil- 
titur: That is not 4 benefit that is given for gain. And aman {hould 
not confound and mingle together actions f0 divers; deneus Lenc= 
cia, non feneremus: Let us give benefits, but not for ufury. It is pitie 
but fuch men fhould be deceived that hope after fuch requitals : Dig- 
nus elt decipi, qui de rccipiendo cogitaret, cxmdaret: He is worthy to le 
deceived, wholooketh for a recompence of that be gave. Sheis no honett 
woman who: either forfear, or the better to enflame, or todraw a 
man on, refufeth: Que quia nonlicnit non dedit, ipfadedit : She wha 
‘bath not given ber confent becaufe fhe could not fitly do it, bath notwith- 
ftanding confented, So he deferves nothing that doth good to receive 
good again, Graces are pure virgins, without hope of return, faith 
Hefiod. 

Fifthly, tedogoodina proportion anfwerable to the defire ofa 
man, and as it may be acceptable to him that receiveth it, to the end 
he may know and find, thatit is truly intended and done unto him. 
Concerning which point youare to know, that there are two forts of 
‘benefits, the one are honourable to the perfon that receiveth, and 
therefore they fhould be done publickly: The other are commodi- 
‘ous, fuch as fuccour the want, weakne{s, fhame, or other neceffitie 
ofthe receiver, Thefeare to be done fecretly, yea, ifneed be,that he 
‘onely may take notice that receiveth them andif itbe fit, the re- 
‘ceiver fhould not know from whence they come (becaufe it may be 
he is bafhfull,and the knowledge thereof may difcourage him from 
taking, though his needs.be great) it isgood and expedient to con- 
‘ceal it from him, and to fuffer the benefit to dropinto his hand, 
as it were unawares. Itisenough the benefactor know its and his 
‘own con{cience ferve him fora witnef{s,which is better than ifhe had 
a thoufand lookers on. 

Sixthly, without the hurt and offence of another, and the prejus 


dice of juftice : todo good not doing evil: To give to one at the ¢ with the. 


charge ef another, is to {acrifice the fonin the prefenceof the father, 
{aith a wife man. 

Seventhly, wife. A man may be fometimes hindered from 
-arfwering demands and petitions, from refufing or yielding unto 
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Of benefits, obligation, and thank fulueffe. 


them. This difficulty proceedeth from the evil nature of mas, 
efpecially of the petitioner,who vexeth himfelf too much in thein- 
during of arepulle, beit never fojuftand reafonable. And thisis 
the reafon why {ome promife and agree toall (a teftimony of weak- 
nefs) yea, when they have neither power, nor will to perform and 
rterring the avoiding of the difiiculty to the very point of the- 
execution, they hope that many things may happen that may hin- 
der and trouble the performance of their promife, and fo think to 
quit themfelves of their obligation’: or if it fallout there be quefti- 
on made thereof, they tind excufes and avoidances; and fo for that. 
time content the petitioner. But none of all this is to beallowed;. 
fora man ought not to agree to any thing, but to that which he can, 
will, and ought to perform. And finding himfelf between thefe two 
firaits and dangers 3 either of a bad promife, becaule it is cither 
unjuft, or ill befitting sor an abfolute denial, which may ftir up fome 
fufpition, or mifconccit ; the counfel is, that he falve this matter ei- 
ther by delaying the anfwer, in {uch fort compofing the promife,, 
in fiich generall and doubtfull terms, that they bind not a man pres 
cifcly to the performance thereof, ‘But here is craftand fobilety, far 
different fromtrue freedom 3 but this ‘iniquity of the petitioner is 
the caufe there, and he deferveth it, 

Eighthly it muft proceed froma manly heart, and hearty affecti- 
on, Homs fum, bumani me nibil alienum puto: I am a-man, and 1 
think nothing belonging unto man ftrange unto mes efpecially- towards: 
thofe that are affli@ed in want 5 and this is that which we call Mercy, 
They that have not this affe@ion, @sopy01,e immanes, are inhumane, 
and carry the marks of difhoneft men, But yet this mui proceed 
from a itrong, conftant, and generous ; not afoft, efeminate, and 
troubled mind : for that isa vicious pafion, and which may fall into 
a wicked mind, whereof in this place we have already {poken: for 
there isa good and evil mércy.. And a man muft fuccour the afliGed, 
not afflicting him{clf and applying the evil unto himfelf, detra@ no= 
thing from equity, and honour : fe: God faith that we muft not have 
pity of the poor in judgment: and fo God and his Saints are {aid to 
be mercifull and pitiful). 

Ninth!y, it muft be without boafting and thew, or publick pro- 
clamation thereof, for this isa kind of reproach: Thefe kind of vaunts: 
do not oncly take away the grace, but thecredit, and make a benefit 
odious, hac eft in odinm beneficia perducere. Aud inthis fenfe it is faid, 
that a benefa@or mutt forget his good deeds. 
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Of benefits, obligation, andihank fulne;.. 


He muft continue them, and by new benefits confirm, and renew 
the old, (thisimviteth the whole world to love him, and to feek his 
love) and never repent himfelf of the old, howfoever it may feem 
that he hath caft his {eed upona barren and unthankful ground, be- 
neficit tvi etiam infelicitas placeat, nufquam hee vox,Vellem non feciffe. 
let ever the ill fucce(s of thy gooddeedspleafe thee: never have this ii 
thy month, I would I bad not dene it. Anunthankful man wrongs 
none but himfelf, and a good turn is not loft by his ingratitude ; 
itisa holy confecrated thing that cannot be violated,nor extinguith- 
ed by the vice of another. And it is no reafon becaufe another is 
wicked,that therefore a man fhould ceafe to be good, or difcontinig: 
his office ; and that which is more, the work of a noble and gene- 
rous heart is to continue todo well, to break and to vanquifh the 
malice and ingratitude of another man, and to mendhis manners 
Optimt viri & ingentis animi oft tam din ferre ingratum donec feceris 
graium: vincit malos pertivax bonitas. ‘The bet men and generous 
minds will bare folong wiih an ungrateful perfon, until with their gord- 
nefJetheyfhall make him grateful, perfevering goodneffe overcameth the e~ 
vil. 

Laftly, not to trouble, or importune the recciver.in the fruition 
thereof, as they who having given an honour, or an office toa man, 
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Not to remove 


will afterwards execute it themfelves; or at leaftwife, procure them. or trovble « 
one good, that they may reap another themfelves. He that is the g004 turs 


receiver ought not, to endure this, and therefore is not unthankfal ; 
and the benefactor defaceth the benefit, and cancelleth the obligation. 
One of the Popes denying aCardinal an unjuft boon which he deman- 
ded,alledging unto him that he was the caufe why he was made Pope, 
an{wered him, Why then give-me leave to be Pope, and take not 
that from me that thou halt given me, 


After thefé rules and advifements conc*raing good deeds; we 
muft know that there are fome benefits more acceptable and wel- 
come than others, and which are more or leffe binding. They are 
beft welcome, that proceed froma friendly hand from thofe whom 
a man isenclined to love without this occalion 5 and contrarily, itis 
a griefto be obliged unto him,: whoma manlikes not,andto whom 
he would not willingly be indebted. Such benetitsalfo are welcome 
thatecome:from the hand of him that is any way bound to the re- 
ceiver: for here isa kind of Juftice, and they bind leffe. Thofe good 
deeds that are done in neceflitics, and. great extremities, carry with 
them 
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Of benefits, obligation, and thank fulueffe. 
them a greater force,’ they make a man forget all injuries, and of- 
fences pait, if there were any, and blind more ftrongly 5 as contrarily 
the denial, in fucha cafeis very injurious and makes aman forget all 
benchts paft; {uch benefits likewife, as may be required with the like, 
are more gladly received, than their contraries, which ingender a 
kind ofhate; for he that findeth himfelf wholly bound, withouta- 
ny power or poflibility of repayment, as often as he feeth his bene- 
factor, he thinks he fees a teftimony of his inability or ingratitude, 
and it isirkfome to his heart. There are fome benefits, the more ho- 
neft and gracious they are, the more burthenfome are they tothe re- 
ceiver, if he be a man of credit, as they that tye the confcience and 
the will; for they lock fafter, keep a man in his right memory, and 
fome fear of forgetfulnefs, and failing his -promife. A man isa fafer 
prifoner under his word, than under lock and key. It is better to be 
ticd by civiland publick bands, than by ‘the law of honelty, and con- 
{cionce: two notaries are better than one. I-truft your word, and y out 
faith, and confcience : hereis more honour done to the receiver’, but 
yet conitraint fafteneth, foliciteth,and prefleth much more, and here 
is more fafetyto the lender, and a man carrieth himfelf more care- 


‘efly, becaufe he doubteth not but that the-law, and thofe outward 


ties will awaken him when the time fhall ferve. Where there is con- 
ftraint, the will is more loofe: where there is leffe confiraint, the wil] 
hath lefs liberty ;: Quod me jus cogit, vix a -voluntate impetrem: I ean 
hardly requeft of my will, that which the law conftraineth me unto. 

From a benefit proceeds an obligations and from it a benef > and 
fo it is both the child and the father, the efe@ and the caufe, and 
there is a two-fold obligation, active. and’ paflive, Parents, Princes 
and fuperiours, by the duty of their charge arebound todo good 
unto thofe that are committed and commended unto them, cither by 
law by nature; and generally all men that have means are bound 
to rcleive thofe that are in want, or any affliction whatfoever, by the 
command of nature. Behold here the firt obligationsafterwards from 
benefits or good turns, whether they be due or fpringing from this 
firft obligation, or free and pure merits, arifeth the fecond obligation 
and difcharge, whereby the receivers are bound to an acknowledp- 
ment and thankful! requital .All this is fignified by Heftodus, who hath 
made the Graces three in number, holding each other by the hands, 

The firft obligation is difcharged by the good offices of evér¥ one 
that is in any charge, which thall prefently be difcourfed of in the 
{econd ‘part, which concerncth particular dutics : but yet this obli- 
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Of benefits, obligation, and thank fulnefs. 431 
gation is ftrengthened, and weakned and leffened accidenvally, by 
the conditions and actions of thofe that arethe receivers. For their 
offences, ingratitudes, andunworthinefs do in amanner difcharge 
thofe, that are bound to have care of them; and aman may 2 - 
moft fay as mach of their natural defects too. A man may luttly, 
with leffe affection love that-child, that kinfrrian, that fubjeG, that 
is not only wicked and unworthy, but foul, miffhapen, crooked, un- 
fortunate, ill born; God himfelf hath abated him much, from their 
natural price and eftimation : but yet a man muf in this abatement of 
affection, keep ajuftice, anda moderation 5 for this concerneth not 
the helps. and fuccours of necefliry, and thofe offices that are duc by 
publick reafon, but only that intenfion, and affection, which is in the 
inward obligation. 
The fecond obligation, which arifeth from benefits, is that which 18 
we are to handle, and concerning which, we muft at this time fet The fecond ob" 
down fome rules : Firlt, the law of dutiful acknowledgment and ato" which 
thankfulnefs is natural, witnefs beatts themfelves, not only private ” ap ag 
and dcmeftical, but crueland favage, among whom there.are many 
excellent examples of this acknowledgment, as of the Lion towards 
the Roman flave. Officia etiam fere Jentiunt: Even wild beafts have 
a fieling of good offices done untothem. Secondly, it isa certain a of 
virtue, and a teftimony- of a good mind, and thereforeit is more ta 
be efteemed than bounty or benefit, which many times proceed from 
abundance, from power, love of a mans proper interelt, and very fel- 
dom from pure virtue, whereas thankfulnefs {pringeth alwaics trom 
a good heart, and therefore howfoever the benefit may be more to 
be defired, yet kind acknowledgment is far more commendable. . 
Thirdly, it is an eafy thing, yeaa pleafant,and that isinthe power - 
of everyman. There is nothing more eafie, than to do according to | 
nature nothing more pleafing than to be free from bands, and to be 
at liberty. 
By that which hath been {poken, it is eafie to fee how bafe and To | 
villanous a vice forgetfulnefs and ingratitude is, how unpleafing and Of ingrastude,’. | 
odious unto all men; Dixeris malediiia cunts chm ingrainm bomi- 
nem dixeris: Thou fpeaket all the evil that may be faid, when thon . 
namet an ungrateful man. It is againft nature; and therefore Plato’ 
{peaking of his difciple A:iftorle, calleth him an ungrateful mule. Ic 
is likewife without all excufe, and cannot come but from a wicked ? 
nature 3 Grave vitinm , intolerabile , quod diffociat homines : i 
A grievous vice. and, intolerable, which breaketh she ficiety of g | 
men . 
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Of benefits, obligation, and thaakfuluefs. 


men Revenge which followeth an injury, as ingratitude a good 
turn, is much more ftrong and prefling (for an injury enforceth 
more, than a beneht) : Altins injurie quam mertta “de{cendwnt : 
Injuries fink deeper into the mind, than deferts. It isa very violent paf- 
fion, but yet nothing fo bafe , fo deformed a vice asingratitude. Itis 
like thofe evils that aman hath, that are not dangerous 5 but yet are 
more grievous and painful, than they that are mortal. In revenge, 
there is fome fhew of jultice, and a man hides not himfelfto work his 
will therein; but in ingratitude there is nothing but bafe difhonefty 
atid fhame. 

Thankfulnefs or acknowledgment that it may be fuch as it 
fhould be, muft have thefe conditions. Firft he muft gracioufly re 
cuive a benefit, with an amiable and cheerful vifage and fpeech: 
Qui grate beneficium accepit, primam eus penfionem filvit: He 
which receiveth a benefit thank fully difchargeth ihe firft payment there- 
ff Secondly, “he muft never torget it. Ingratifimus omuinm qui 
oblitus, nufcwam enim. gratus fiert potelt, cut toram benetcium ela- 
pfum et: be that forgetteth a benefit is of all other moft ingrateful 5 
for in no refpect can be be made thankful, that hath utterly forgotiess 
a good turn. Yhe third office, isto publith it: ingenut pudoris oft 
fatert per cuos profecerimuss @ hec quafi merces authors: It is the 
part of an boneft mind, to confeffe by wham we, have received profit 5 
and this is as it were areward to the aubre As a man hath 
the heart, and the hand of another, open to do good; fo mufthe 
have his mouth open to preach and publithit; andre the end the 
memory thereof may be more fitmand folemn, he maft name the 
benefit, and thatby the name ef the bencfaGor. The fourth office 
isto make reftitution, wherein he muft obferve thefe four conditi- 
ons; That it be not too fpeedy nor too curiouily, for this carriesan 
ill {cent with it,and it bewrays too great an unwillingneffe to be in 
debt, and too much haft to be quit of that band, And it likewife 
giveth an occafion to the friend or benefaGor, to think that his 
courtefie was not kindly accepted of 3 for to be too careful and defi- 
‘FOus to repay, Js to incurre the fufpition of ingratitude. It mu 
therefore follow fometime after; and it muft not be too long nei- 
ther left the benefit grow tooancient, (forthe Graces are painted 
young ) and it muft be upon fome apt and good occafion, which 
either offereth it {clf, or is taken, and that without noife and ru- 
mour, That it be with fome ufury, and furpafs the tenefit, like 
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Of benefits, obligation, and thank fulze/s. 
is unthankful, who retoreth a benefit without profit 3 or at leatt egual 
it. with all the fhew and acknowledgment that may be, of ercat 
reafon, of a farther requital, and that this is not to fatiske the aee 
gation, but to give fome teltimony that he forgetteth not how 
much he is indebted. That it be willingly and .with a gcod heart: 
Ingratus clk, qui mein gratus ot: Heis ungrazeful who is grateful for fears 
For if it were fogiven ; Eodewm animo. beneficium debetur cua datur > 
errat fi quis benejiciem libentirs accipit, quam reddit : A benefit ought to 
be retored mith the fame mind wherewt.b it was given: hei to be blamed 
whifoerer be be, ihatreceiveth a benefit more willingly than he reftoreib #. 
Lattly if his inability_be fuch, at that he cannot make prefent reftituti- 
on, yet let his will be forward encugh whichis the tirit and principal 
part, and as it werethe foul, both of the benctit and acknowledg- 
ment; though there be no other witnels hereof than it {elf; and he 
mult acknowledge not only. the good he hath received, but that like- 
wife that hath been offered and might have been received, that is to 
fay, the good will ofthe benefactor, which is, as hath been {aid, the 


principal, 
"The fecond Part. 


Which concerneth she {pecial duties of certain men, by certain 
and [pecial obligations. 


THE PREFACE. 


Bi to fpeak of {pecialand particular-dutics, differing accord- 
ing to the diverfity of the perfons and their: fiates , whether. 
they be unequal as fuperiours, and inferiours, or equal:we will be- 
gin with marxicd folks, who are mixt, and hold with both equality 
and inequality. And fo much the rather, becaufe we are firlt to 
{peak of private and domeftical juttice and duties, before publick, 
becaufe they are before them; as families and houfes are before com- 
mon-weals, and therefore that private juftice. which is obferved ina 
family, is the image, and fource, and. model of a.Common-weal. 
Now thefe private and domettical duties are three; that is to fay 
between.the husband.and. the wife, parents and’ children, matters 
and fervants, and thefe are the parts of a houfhould or family, which 
taketh the foundation from’ the husband and the wife, who are the 
mafters and authors thexeof. And. therefore firft of ia oe re 
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Particular du- 
ties of the buf- 
band. 


3. 
Of the wife 


The duty of marriedfolk. 
CHAP. xi. 
The duty f married folk. 



































Ccording to thofe two divers confiderations that arein marriage, 
as hath been faid, thatis to fay, equality and inequality; there 
are likewile two forts of duties and offices of married folk, the one 
common to both, equally reciprocal, of like obligation, though accor- 
ding to the cuftom of the world, the pain, the reproach, the inconye- 
nicuice, be not equal : that is to fay an entire loyalty, fidelity, commu- 
mity, and communication ofall things, anda careand authority over 
their family and all the goods-of their houfe. Hereof we have fpoken 
more at large in the firft book. 
The other are:particular and different, according to that inequa- 
lity that is betwixt them: for thofe of the husband are; I. Toin- 
ftruét his wife with mildnefs in all things that belong unto her duty, 
her honour, and good, whereof the ‘is capable. 3, To cloth her 
whether-fhe brought dowry with her or no. 3. Tonourith her. 
4. To lie with her. 5. To love and defend her. The two extremi* 
tics are bafe and vicious, to hold her under hike afervant, to make 
her miltrefs by fubje@ing himfelf unto her: And thefe are the prin- 
cipal duties. Thefe follow after, to comfort her being fick, to de- 
liver her being captive, to bury her being dead, to-nourifh her living, 
and to provide for his children-he hath had by her, by his willand 
Teftament. 

The duties of the wife, 1. Areto give honeur, reverence, and 
refpect to her husband, as to her matter and lordsfor fo have the wi- 
feft women that ever were, termed their husbands, and the Hebrew 
word Baal fignifieth them both, husband and lord. Shethat dif- 
chargeth her felf of this duty, honoureth her felf more than her 
husband; and doing otherwife, wrongs none but her fel 2. To 
give obedience in all things juft and lawful, applying and accom- 
modating her felf tothe manners and humours ofher husband, like 
a true looking glaffe, which faithfully reprefenteth the face; having 
no other particular defignment, love, thought, but as the dimenfione 
and accidents, which have no other proper action or.motion, and 
never move but with the body, fhe applyes her felf in all things to 
her husband, 3. Service, as to.provide either by her felf or fome o- 
ther his viands, to waflr his feet. 4. To keep the houfe, and there- 
fore fhe is compared tothe Tortois.*and’ is painted having her feet 
naked, and efpecially in the abfence of her husband. For her husband 
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| The duty of Married folk. 
| being far from her fhe muftbeas it were invincible, and contrary to 
the Moon. (which appcareth in her greatnefs when fhe is farthett 
from the Sun) not appear, but when fhe comes neer her Sun. 5 To 
betilent, andnot to fpeak but with her husband, or by her husband : 
and foraf{much as a filent womanisa rare thing, and hardly found 
fheis faid to be a precious gift of God. 6. To employ her time is Ecclus, 26, 
the practice and ftudy.of houfewifery, whichis the mofk commodious 
and hononrable feience and occupation ofa woman; this is her fpe- 
cial mnailtris-quality, and which a man of mean fortune, thould 
efpecially feek in his marriage. It 1s the only dowry, that ferveth 
either to ruinate, or preferve families; but it is very rare. There 
are divers that are covetous, few that are good honfewifes. We 
are, to {peak of them both, of houshold husbandry prefently by it 
felf. 
In the private acquaintance and ufe of marriage, there muft be An advifement 

a. moderation, that is,a religious and devout band, for that pleafure estaba 
that is therein muft be mingled with fome fcverity; ic muft be a married fate. 
wifeand confcionable delight. A man muft touch his wife difcreet- ; 
ly and for honefty, as it is faid; and for fear, as Ariffot/e faith, left 
provoking her defires too wantonly, the pleafures thereof make her 
to exceed the boundsof reafon, and the care of health: for too hot 
and too frequent-a pleafure altereth the {ced, and hindreth genera 
tion. On the other fide, to the end the be not over-languifhing, 
barren, and fubjed& to other difeafes, he mutt offer himfelfunto her, prugarch ig 
though feldome. Solon faith, thrice in amoneths but there can no Solon. ; 
certain law or rule be given herectf. ' 

_ The dotrine of houthold husbandry. doth willingly follow, and is 
annexed unto marriage. . 


CHAP. XIII. 
Houfhold busbandry. 


Ts 18 i husbandry is an excellent, juft, and profitable oc=. 
‘A cupation. It is a happy. thing, faith Plato, for a man to go 
through his private affairs without injuftice. There is nothing more 
beautiful than a houfhhold well and peaceably governed.. 
2. It is a profeffion which is not difficult, for he that is not ¢a- 
pable.of any thing elfe, is capable of thiss but yet itis careful and 
painful, and troublefome, by reafon of ‘the multitude of affairs, 


which though they be {mall and ofno great importance, yet hie 
much ; 
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Houfbould husbandry. 


much as they are common and frequent, and never at anend, they 
do much annoy and weary a man. Domeitical thorns prick, be- 
caufe they are ordinary 5 but if they come from the principal per- 
fons of the family, they gaul and exulcerate, and grow remedileffe. 


3. It is a great happineffe, and a fit mean to live at eafe, to have 
one whom a man may truft, and upon whom he may repofe him- 
felf; which that be may the better do, he mutt choofe one that is 
true and loyal, and afterwards bind him todo well by that truft 
and confidence he putteth inhim. Hubita fides ipfam obligat fidem 3 
multifallere c'ncuerunt, dumtiment falns & aliisjus peccandi, fufpicando 
dederunt : Faith being given, binds faith agains manyhave taught to de- 
ceive, whiljt they fear to be deceived, and have given occafion unto others of 
offending by fufpecting them. 

4. The prineipal precepts and counfels that belong to frugality, 
or good husbandry, are thefe: 1. To buy and fell all things at the 
beft times and {cafons, that is, when they are beft-and beft cheap. 
2. To take good heed left the goods in the houfe be fpoyled or mif- 
carry, be either loft or carried away. This doth efpecially belong to 
the woman, to whom Ariftorle gives this authority and care, 
3- To provide firft and principally forthefe threes neceflity, clean- 
linefs, order: and again, ifthere be means, fome advife to provide 
for thefe three too : but the wifer fort wifh no great pains to be ta- 
ken therein: mon ampliter, fed munditer convevinm 5 plus {alis quan 
fumptns : A feaft muft not be coltly, but cleanly, more mirth than coft. 
Abundance, pomp, and preparation, exquifite and rich fafhion. The 
contrary is many times practifed in good houfes, where you hall 
have beds garnifhed with filk,embroydered with gold, and but one 
fimple coverlidin winterywhich were a commodity far more neceffa- 
ry. And fo of the reft. 

4. To rule and moderate his charge, which is done by taking 
away {uperfluities, yet providing for neceflities, and that which is At 
and befeeming. A ducket in amans purfe willdo aman moreho- 
nour honeftly, than ten prodigally fpent, faith one. Again (but this 
requires induftry and good fufficiency) to make a great thew witha 
little charges and above all, not to duffer the expence to grow above 
the receit and the income. 

5. Fo havea care and an eye overall: The vigilancy and pre- 
fence of the Mafter, faith the Proverb, fattech the horfe and the 
land. And in any cafe the mafter and mittrefs muft take a care to 
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The duty of Parents and Childvex. 
to conceal their. ignorance and infufficiency in the affairs of the houfe, 
and much more their carelefneffe, making a thew as if they attend- 
ed andthought nothing elfe. For if officers and fervants havean 
opinion, that their matters look nor unto them, they may chance to 
make his hair grow through his hood. 


CHAP. xIVv. 
The duty of Parents and Childrey. 


a He duty of Parents and Children is reciprocall, and reciprocal- 
_ ly naturall: it chat of children be more firait, that of Parentsis, 
more ancient, parents being the firlt authours and caufe, and more 
important to 4 Common-weal : for to people a State, and to turnith 
it with Koneft men and good citizens, the culture and good nourifh- 
ment of youth is neceflary, which is the feed of a Cormmon- wealth. 
And there comes not fo muchevils toa Weai-publick, bythe ingra- 
titude of Children towards their Parents, as by the carelefnefs of 
Parents in the infiruction of their Culidren: and therefore with great 
reafonin Lacedengon, and other good and politick States, there was 
a punifhment anda penalty laid upon the Parents, when the Chil- 
dren were ill conditioned. And Plato was wont to tay, that he knew 
not in what aman {hould be more careful and diligent,than to make 
a good fone And Crates.cryed out in choler, To what cnd do men 
take fo much care in heaping up goods, and {oe little care of thole to 
whom they fhall leave them? It isas much as if aman fhould take 
care of his fhoo, and not of his foot. What fhould he do with riches 
that isnot wife, and knows. not how to ufe them? It is like a ricla 
and beautifull faddle upona Jades back, Parents then are doubly 
obliged tothisduty, both becaufe they are their Children, and be- 
caufe they are the tender plants and hope of the Common-weal : 
Thisisto tall his own land, together with that of the Weal-pub- 
lack. 


Now this office or duty hath four fucceflive parts, according to zi: divifion of 
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thofe four goods or benefits thata child ought to receive fuccetlive- the office of 
ly from his parents, Life, Nourifhment, Inftruction, Communica- P47 


tion. The firftregardeth the time when the infant isin thé womb, 
untill his coming into the world inclufively; thefecond, the time 
of his infancy in-his Cradle, untill he know how to go and to fpeak-s 
the third, allhis youth; this part mutt be handled more at large, 
and. more ferioully : the fourth concerneth their affection, com- 
G g muei> 
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The duty of parents avd children. 


wa 


munication and carriage towards their children now come tomams 
eftate, touching their good thoughts, det ignments. 
The firft, which regardeth the gencration and fruit in the womb, 
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the fecond or third. We men go unadvifedly and headlong to this 
copulation, oncly provoked thereunto by pleafure, and adefirero 
disburthen our felves of that which tickleth and preffeth us thereun- 
to: if a conception happen thereby, it is by chances for no man gocth 
to it warily, and with{uch deliberation and difpofition of body as 
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be beautifull, g ood, found, wife, and w 
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thefe qualities, ferves A man muft not couple 
Diislbrisiwrouniaithat is ofa vile, bale, and ‘di olute condition, or 
of anaughty and vitious com pofition of body. | 7 
from this action and copulation foot or eight 
which time he is to nourith himfelf with wholfome vid: 
hot and drythan otherwifé, and fuch as may a 
fiomach. 4. He mufiufea more than moderate meee: “All this 
tendeth tothis end and purpo! fe, that the {ced may be well conco@- 
ed and feafoned, hot and dry, fit and pr aie fora ba as ine,found 
and wife temperature, Wagabonds, idle t 
drinkers, who have commonly an ijl conco ic ion, ever beget cftemi- 
ger idle, and diffolute children (as Hippocrates recounteth of th 
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the duty of Parents and Children. 


day that he lay with his wife. 6, And not near the monethly terms 
of a woman, but fixor feven dayes before, or as much after them. 
7. And upon the pomt of conception and retcution : fthefeed, the 
womln turning, and gathering her felftogether upon the right fide, 
let her fo reft foratime. 8. This direction touching the viands and 
exercife muft be continued during the time of hes burthen. 

To come tothe fecond point of this office aftcr the birth of the 
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mended by Plat», which enjoyned aman to abftain from wine that 1 ib,2.de leg, 


infant, thefe four points are to be obferved. 1. The infant mutt re fecond part 


be wathed in warm- water, fomewhatbrinifh, to make the members of the office of 


fupple and firm,to cleanfe and dry the flefh and tire brain, to ftrength- 
ed the tinews, a very good cuftome in the Eafiern paris, and among 
the Jews. 2. The nurfe, if the be to be chofen, let her be young ofa 
temperature or complexion the leaft cold and moift chat may be, 
brought up in labour, hard lodging, flender dict, hardened againit 
cold and heat. I fay, if fhe be to be chofen, becaufe according to rea- 
fon, and the opinion of the wifeft,it fhould be the mother, and there- 
fore they cry out againft her, when the refufcth this charge, being 
invited and asit were bound thereunto by nature, who to that end 
hath given her milk and dugs,by the example of bealts; and that love 
and jealoutic that fhe ought to have of her little ones, whoreceivea 
very gxeat hurt by the change oftheir aliment, now accuftomed ina 
ftranger, and perhaps a bad one too, of a conftitution quite contrary 
tothe former, whereby they are not to be accounted mothers, but 
by halfs. Quod eff bec contra naiuram, imperfedum, ac dimidiatum 
matris genus ? peperiffe ftatim ab fe abjeciffe 5 aluiffe in utero fanzui- 
ne fio nefcin quid qued nen videret: nm alere antem nunc {xo lage, 
quoG videat jam, viventem, jam hominem, jam matris officia imploran- 
tem : It is a thing againft nature, imperfeG and by balfs, for 2 mother to 
bring forth 2 child, and prefently to caft it fromber 3 ton wrifh in ber 
womb with ber oven blood. L know not what, which fhe (aw not, and wot 
nurfe reith ber milk that which fhe fecth already living, aman, and im- 


| ploring the duties of am ther. 3. The nourifhment befidesthe dug 


thould be goats milk, or rathercream, the moft fubtil and aery pare 
of milk, fod with honey anda little falt. Thefe are things very fic 
for the boy and minde, by the advice of all the wife and grat 


Phyfitians, Greeksand Hebrew. Butyram > mel comedet, ut fciat Galen, mnttis 
| reprobare malum , & eligere bonum: Let bim eat batter and ho- ‘cis. 
: y, untill he be able to refufe the evill, and choofe the good. The +7 
| quality of muk or cream is very temperate, and full of good Rhy >. 
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440 ihe duty of Parents and Childres. 


nourifhment; the drynefs of the honey and falt confumeth the too 
great humidity of the brain, and difpofethit unto wifedome. 4.Fhe 
infant muft by little and little be accuftomed and hardened to the 
air, to heat, and cold: and we are not tobe fearful thereof; for in 
the Northern parts of the world, they wafh their children fo foon as 
they come out of the womb of their mothers, in cold water, and are 
never the worfe. 

The two firft parts of the ofhce of parents we have foon dif- 
patched; whereby it appeareth, that they are not-true fathers that 
have not that care, affection, and diligence inthefe matters that is fits 
for they are the caufe and occafion, either by carelefnefle, or other- 
wife, of thedeath and untimely birth of their Children; and when 
they are born they care not for them, but expofe them to their own 
fortunes } for which caufe they are deprived by law of that fatherly 
He power over them that is due unte them; andthe Children to the 
a fhame of their parents, are made flaves by thofe that have nourith- 

ed them, and brought them up, who are far from taking care to pre- 
ferve them from fire and water, and all other croffes and affli@ions 
that may light upon them, 
4 The third part which concerneth the inftru@tion of Children, we 
The third part 4+ to handle more ferioully. So foonas this Infant is able to go 
of the office of : : : : 5 
parents, | and tofpeak, and fhall begin to employ his mind and hisbody, and 
An inftruftion that the taculties thereof thall -be awakened and thew themfelves, 
HN sry importante the memory, imagination, reafon, which begin at the fourth or fifth 
. year there muft bea great care and diligence ufed, in the well for- 
; ming thereof: for this firft tincture and liquor wherewith the mind 
3 | mutt be feafoned, hath very great power. It cannot béexpreffed how 
Dhan ie much this firitimpreflion and formation of youth prevaileth, even 

: to the conquering et Nature it felf. Nurture, faith one, excelleth 

j Nature. Lycurgusmade it plain to. all the world, by two little dogs 

; | ofone litter, but diverfly brought up, to whom prefenting before 
them in an open place, a pot of pottageand a hare, that which was 
he brought up tenderly inthe houfe fell to the pottage; the other that 
By ey ett had been ever trained upin hunting, forfook the pottage, and ran 
| after the hare. Thetorce of this inftruction proceeds from this, that 

aE A itentreth eafily, and departeth. with difhculty: for being the firft that 
A Quint. entreth, it taketh {ach place, and winneth {uch credit as a man will 
) Sen there being no other precedent matter to conteft with it, or to 
make head againtt it.. This mind then wholly new and neat, foft and 
tender,doth cafily receive that impreffion.that.a mam will give unto it, 
and afterwards-doth not eafily lofe it. Now 


wah 











ran ete) 













































The duty of Parents and Children. 


Now thisis notathing of {mall importance, but aman may ra- 
ther fay, itis the moft difficult and important that may be.For who 
feeth not that in a State, all depends upon this ? Nevertheleffe ( and 
itis the greateft, moft dangerous and lamentable fault chat is in our 
policies, noted by Ariftvtle and Plutarch } we {ee that the condu@ 
and difcipline of youth is wholly left unto the charge and mercy to 
their parents, what kind of men foever they be, many times carelefs, 
foolith, wicked, and the publick ftate regardetinit not, cares not for 
it, whereby all goes to ruine. Almoft the onely States that have gi- 
ven to the laws the difcipline of children, were that of Lacedemon 
and Crete: But the moft excellent difcipline of the world for youth, 
was the Spartan; and therefore Acefilaw perfwaded Acnopbon to fend 
his Children thither, for there ( faith he ) they may learn che mott 
excellent {cience of the world, and that is to command and to obey 
well, and there are formed good Lawyers, Empcerours at arms, Ma- 
giftrates, Citizens. Their youth and their inftru@tion they efteemed 
above all things ; and therefore Antipater demanding of them hifty 
Children for hoftages, they anfwered him, that they had rather give 
him twice as many men at their ripeft years. 

















Now before we enter intothis matter, I willhere give an adver- g 
tifement offome weight. There are fome that take great pain: to 
difcover the inclinations of Children, and for what cmployment 
they fhall be moft fit ; but this isa thing fo obfcure, and fo uncertain, 
that when a man hath beftowed what colt, and taken what paius he 
can, he iscommonly deceived. And therefore not to tie our felves 
to thefe weak and light divinations and prognoftications drawn from 
the motions of theirinfancy, letus endeavour to give them an in- 
truction, univerfally good and profitable whereby they are made ca- 
pable, ready, and difpofed to whatfoever. This is to goupona fure H) 
ground, and to do that which mutt alwayes be done, This hall bea NE 
good tincture, apt to receive all others. 

To make an entrance intothis matter, we may refer it unto three 9 
points, the forming of the fpirit, the ordering of the body, the ru- rte divifiow' of 
ling of themanners. But before we give any particular’ counfell thi matter. 
touching thefe three, there are generall advifements that belong, to 
the manner of proceeding in this bufineffe, that fhew us how to car-~ 
ry our felves worthily and happily therein,which muft be firft known 
as a preamble to the reft. 

The hirft is carefully to guard his foul, and to keepit neat and free ‘Ke 
G g 3 ; from 
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AA2 The duty of Parents and Children. 


The firB gene from the contagion and corruptionof the world, that it receive not 

ral adeice any blot nor wicked attainture. And the better to do this, he muft 

frutties im diligently keep the gates, whichare the ears efpecially, and then the 

Toguardthe eyes; that isto fay, give order, that not any, nonothis own father, 

PAYS» ‘come near unto him, to buz intohis ears any thing thatis evil. There 
needs no more but a word, the leaft dilcourfe that may be, to make 
an cvil almoft paft reparation : Guard thine ears above all, and then. 
thineeyes. And for this caufe, Plate was of opinion that it was not 
fit that fervants and bafe perfons fhould entertain Children with dif- 
courfe, becaufe their talk can be no better than fables, vain {peeches, 
and fooleries, ifnot worfe. This were to train up and to feed thofe 
tender years with follies and fooleries. 











ii The {ccond’ advice concerneth not onely the perfons that muft 
The Lede Se have charge of this Child, but the difcourfe and conference where- 
mera f 


teuching the With he mutt be entertained, and the books he muft read. Touching 

choice of in- the perfons, they muft be honeft men, well-born, ofa {weet and plea- 

fruélors, co#- fing converfation, having their head well framed, fuller of wifdom 

ferences, books. than of {cience, and that they agree in Opinion together ; left that by 

contrary countfels, or a different way in proceeding,the one by rigour 

the other by flattery, they hinder one another, and_ trouble their 

charge and defignmen's. Their booksand communication mutt not 

be of {mall, bafe, fortifh, frivolous matters, but great and ferjous, no- 

ble and generous; fuch as may rule and enrich the underftanding, 

it opinions, manners, as they that inftruét aman inthe knowledge of 

our humane condition, the motions and myfteries of our minds, to 

theend he may know himfelf and others: fuch, I fay, as may teach 

him whattofear, to love, to delire ; what paffion is, what virtue, 

how he may judge betwixt ambition and avarice, fervitude and fub- 

| jection, liberty and licentioufnefs. He is deceived that think- 

' eth that there is a greater proportion of fpirit required to the 

f underttanding of thofe excellent examples of Valerius Maximus, and 

all the Greek and Romane Hiffories (which is the moft beautifull {ci- 

| ence and knowledg of the worid) than to underftand Amadis of 

iy Gaul, and other jike vainand ‘rivolous difcourfes. That Child that 

UN TRE can know-how many hens his inother hath, and who are his uncles 

Wi : and his cofens, willaseatily carry away how many Kings there have 

been, and how meny Ceéefars in Rome. Aman mutt not diftruft the 

H | capacity and fuiliciency of his mind, but know how to condu@tand 
| Pe | manage it. 

) | Ja The thirdis, tocarry himfelf towards him, and to proceed not 

Fi, alter 
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after an auftere, rude, and fevere manner, but fweetly, mildly, and Te third ge- 


chearfully. And therefore we dohere altogether condemn that cu- 
{tome which is common inall places, to beat, and to box, and with 


ftrange words and out-cryes to hazen Children, andtokeep them in 
fear and {ubjeCtion, asthe manner is in free-{choolsand colledges. 
For itis acuftome too unjuft, and as. foul a faultjas when a Judge 
or Phyfitian fhall be moved with choler againft an offender and 
patient ; prejudiciall and quite contrary to that purpofe that a man 
hath, which is to ftir up a defire in them, and to bring them in love 
with virtue, wifdome, fcience, honefty. Now this imperious and 
rude carriage, breeds in children ahatred, horror, and deteftation 
of that they fhould love 5 it provoketh them, makes them head- 
ftrong, abateth and taketh away their courage, in {uch fort that their 
minds become fervile, bafe,and flavifh, like their ulage 5 Parentes ne 
provocetis ad tracundiam filios veltros, né defpondeant animum , Parents 
frovcke not your Children to anger, left ibey be difcouraged. For feeing, 
themfelves thus handled, they never perform any thing of worth 
but curfe their mafterand their apprentifhip. If they do that which 
is required at their hands, it is becaufe the eye of the mafteris al- 
Wwaystipon them, itis for fear, and not cheerfully and nobly, and 
therefore not honeftly. If they fail and perform not their task, to 
fave themfelvcs trom the rigour of the punifhment, they have re- 
courfe to bafe unlaw full remedies, lies, fale excufes, tears of defpight, 
hights, truantings, all worfe than the fault they have commit- 
t¢de 
Dum id ref{citum iri credit, tantifper cavet 3 
S3fperat fore clam, rurfum ad ingenium redit. 
Ile, quem beneficia adjnngas, ex animoficit 3 
Studet par rcferre,prafens abfen{cue idem crit. 
The shame keeps knowledge, know!'edge keepsthe fin 
I av, which did in fecrefie begin : 
Whom good turns with love have gct 
To be th; friend, repofethy lot, 
Beet thou ibere or Leeft thou nots 
My willis that they be handled freely and liberally, ufing there- 
in reafon, and {weet and mild perfwafions, which ingender in their 
heartsthe affections of honour and of fhame. The firft will ferve 
tiem asafpurre to what is good, the fecond asa bridle to check 
and with-draw them ‘from evill. There is fomething, I know 
not what, that is fervile and bafe in rigour and confiraint,the encmy 
G 2 4 to 
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The duty of Parents and Children. 


to honour and true liberty. We muft clean contrary fat their hearts 
with ingenuity, liberty, love, virtue and honour, 
Pudore & liberalitate liberos retinere 
Satins effe credo, quam metu. 
Hoc patrium eft potiis confuefacere filium 
Sui {ponte recie facere,quam alieno mette 
Hoc Pater ac Dominus intereft : hoc qui nequit, 
Fateatur fe ne{cire imperane liberis. 
Thold it better, children up to rear 
With modefty and bounty + than by fear, 
Tenure a child ,’tis rather fathers law. 
Lo do well of bimfelf, than ethers aw. 
A Father and a Mafter differ fo 5 
So whe can not, to rule fons doth not know. 

Blows are for beafis that underftand not reafon : injuries and 
brawls are for ilaves. He that is once accuftomed thereunto is mar'd 
forever, But reafon, thebeauty of action, the defire of honefty 
and honour; the approbation of all men, cheerfulnefle and comfort 
of heart, and the deteftation of their contraries, as brutifhnefs , 
bafenefs, difhonour, reproach, and the improbation of all men,thefe 
are thearms, the{purs, and the bridles of Children well-born, and 
fuchas aman would make honett men, This is that which aman 
fhould alwayes found in their ears ; and if thefe means cannot pre- 
vail, all other rigour and roughneffe fhall never dogood:. That 
which cannot be done with reafon, wifdome, en deavour, fhall never 
be done by force; and if haply it be done, yet it isto {mall purpofe. 
But thefe other means cannot be unprofitable, if they be employed 
in time, before the goodneffe of nature be {pent and fpilt. Butyet 
for all this, letno man think that Lapprove that loofe and flatter- 
ing indulgence, and fottith fear to give children caufe of difcontent 
and forrow, which is another extremity as bad as the former. This 
were like the Ivie, to killand make barren the tree which it em- 
braceth 3 or the Ape, that killeth her young with culling them ; or 
like thot that fear to hold him up by the hair of the head that isin 
danger of drowning, for fear of hurting him, and fo fuffer himto 
perith. Againft this vice the wife Hebrew fpake much. Youth mutt 
be he'd in obedience and difcipline, not ‘bodily like beafts and mad- 
men, but {piritual, humane, liberal, according to reafon. 

We come now tothe particular and more expreffe advifements 
ofthis inftruction. The firft head of them is; as we have faid, to 
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The duty of Parents and Children: 445 Hi 
exercife, fharpen and form the mind. Whereupon there are divers Particular ad- 
precepts, but the firft principal and: fundamental “of all others, vifements, HW: 
| which refpecteth the end of inftruction, and whichI mof defire to eee ee | 
inculcate, becaufe it is leaft embraced’and followed, and everyman” 
|. runneth after the contrary, whichis a common and ordinary errour, 
is, tohave much more, and the chiefand principal care to exercile, 
to husband and manure, toufethe proper good, and much leffe to Whee 
get and endeavour the attainment of that which is ftranges to ftrive We 
and ftudy more for Wifedome, than for Science and art; rather well 
to form the judgment, and by confequence the will, and the con- 
{cience, than to fill the memory, and to enflame the imagination. | 
Thefe are the three miftris parts ofa reafonable foul: Butthe firit is 
the judgment, as before hath been difcourfed, to which place I re- 
fend the Reader. Now the cuftom of the world is quite contrary, Lib, 1, 
which runneth wholly after Art, Science, and what is acquired. 
Parents to the end they may make their Children wife, are at great 
charge, and theirchildrentake great pains. Ut omninm rerum fic lite~ 
rarum intemperantia laboramus: We are trouvled with an immoderate 
defire of learning, as of all’ things eife. And many times’ all is lott. 
But to make them wife, honett, apt and dextcrous, whichisa mat« 
ter of {mall charge or labour, they take no care at all. What ereater 
folly can there be in the world, more to admire {cience, that which 
is acquired, than memory, than wifdome, than nature? Now all 
commit not this faule with one and the fame mind; fome fimply 
carried by cuftome, think that wifdome and {cience are not things 
different, or at lettwife, that they matchalwaics together, and that 
itis neceflary a man have the one to attain the other: thefe kind 
of men deferve to be taught: others go out of malice: and think 
they know well enough what they do, and at what price foever it be 
they will have Art aud Science: For this isa mean in thee ‘daies in 
the occidental parts of Europe to get fame, reputation, riches, 
Thefe kind. of people make of Science, an Art and merchandife, 
{cience mercenary, pedantical, bale and mechanic 1, They buy Sci- 
ence to fell it again. Let us leave thefe merchants as uncuyable. 
Contrariwife, I cannot here but blame the opinion and fathion of 
fome of our Gentlemen of France; (for in other nationsthis fault 
is not fo apparent) who having knowledg or Art in fuch difdain and 
contempt, that they do leffe efteem ot an hone man only for this, 
becaufe he hath ftudied: they difchard itasa thing that feemeth in 
{cee fort to impeach their. Nobility. Wherein they fhew them- 
{elves 
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The duty of Parents and Children. 


felves what they are, ill born, worfe advifed, and truly ignorant of 
virtue and honour, which they likewife bewray im their carriage, 
their idleneffe, cheir impertinencies, their infufiiciencies, in their in- 
fulencies, vanities, and barbarities. 

To teach others, and to difcover the fault of all this, we mit 
make good two things; The one, that Science and Wifdom are 
things very different 5 andthe Wifdome is more worth thanall the 
Science or Art of the world; as Heaven exceeds the price of the 
Earth, gold of iron: The other, that they are not only differents 
but that they feldom or never go together, that they commonly 
hinder one another, he that hath much knowledg or Artis feldom 
wile, and hethatis wife hath not much knowledg. Some excepti- 
ons there are herein, but they are very rare, and of great, rich; and 
happy {pirits. Some there have been in times paft, but in thefe dayes 
there are no more to be found. 

The better to perform this, we mutt firtt know what {cience and 
wifdome is. Science is a great heap,or accumulation and provilion of 
the good of another 5 that is, a collection of all that aman hath feen 
heard and read in books,that is to {ay of the excellent fayings and do- 
ings of great perfonages that have been ofall nations; now the garner 
or ftorchoufe where this great provifion remaineth and is kept, the 
treafury of {cience and all acquired good, is the Memory. He that 
hath a good memory, the fault ishisownifhe want knowledg, be- 
caufe he hath the mean. Wildom isa {weet and regular managing 
of the foul. He is wife that governeth himfelfin his defires,thoughts, 
opinions, {peeches, a&ions, with meafure and proportion. To be 
brief, and in a word, wifdome is the rule of the foul: and that which 
‘manageth this rule is the judgment, which feeth, judgeth, efteem~ 
eth all things, rangeth chem as they ought,giving to every thing that 
which belongs untoit.Let us now tce their ditterences,and how much 
wifdom excels the other. 

Science is a fmall and barren good in refpe& of wifdom, for it is 
not Only net neceffary (for of three parts of the world, two and 
more have .made little ufe thereof) but it brings withit {mall profit, 
aud ferves to little purpofé. 1. It isno way ferviceable to thelife 
ofa man : How.many people rich and poor, great and {mall, live 
pleafantly and happily, that have never heard any {peceh of {cience 2 
There are many other things more commodious and ferviceab’e to 
the life of man, and the maintenance of humane fociety, as honour, 
Slory, nobility, dignity, which neyertheleffe are not neceffary; 


2. Neither 
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2. Neither is it ferviceable to things natural, which an ignorant {ot 
may as well perform, as he that hath beft knowledge : nature isa 
{uficient miftrifs for that. 3. Nor to honefty, and to make us bet~ 


ter: paneis eft opus literis ad bonam mentem. Little learning ts re- 
quifite fer a good mind: nay, it rather hindreth it. He that will 
mark it well, fhall find not only more honett people, but alfo 
more excellent in all kind of virtue amongft thofe that know lit 
tle, than thofe that Know moft; witnefs Rome, which was morc ho- 
neft being young and ignorant, than when it was old, crafty and 
cunning. Simplex ila & aperta virtus in ob{curam & folertem fei- 
entiam verfa ot: That fimple and open virtwe is turned into obfiure 
and crafty knowledge. Science ferveth not for any thing, butto in- 
vent crafts and fubtilties, artificial cunning devices,and wharfoever 
is an enemy to innocency, which willingly, lodgeth with fimplicity 
and ignorance. Atheifme, erreurs, fects, and all the troubles of the 
world have rifen from the order of thefe men of Art and know- 
ledg. The firft temptation of the devil, faith the Scripture, and 
the beginning of all evil, and the ruine of mankind, was the opi- 
nion and the defire of knowledg: Eritis ficut dit fcientes bonum & 
malum: Ye fhall be as gods, knowing good andevil. The Sirens, to 
deceive and intrap Vliffes within their fnares, offered to him the 
gitt of Science; and S. Psu! advifeth you all to take heed, ze 
quis vos feducat per philofophiam: let no man feduce you through 
sheir Philofophy. One of the fuficienteft men of knowledg that 
ever was, {pake of {cience, as of a thing not only vain, but hurtful, 
painful, and tedious. To be brie’, {clence may make us more hu- 


‘mane and courteous, but not more honeft, 4. Again, it fervech no 


thing to the {weetning of our life, or the quitting us of thofe evils 
that opprefs usin the world : bat contrarily it increafeth and tharp- 
neth them, witnefs Children and fools, fimple and ignorant perfons 
who meafuring every thing by the prefenttafte, run thorow them 
with the leffe grief, bear them with better conrent, than men ef 
greateft learning and knowledg. Science anticipateth thofe evils 
that come upon us, in fuch fort that they are fooner in the foul.of 
man by knowledg, thanin nature: The wife man faid, That he that 
increafeth knowledg, increafeth forrow: Ignorance is a more fit 
remedy againit all evils, Iners malorum remediam ignorantia eff > 1¢- 
norance is theidle remedy of evils. Prom whence proceed thofe, coun- 
{els of our friends; Think not of it, put it out of your head and memo- 


ry. Is not this to caft usinto the arms of ignorance, as into the beft 
and | 
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and fafeft San@tuary that may be? But this is but a mockery, for 


to remember and to forget is not inour power. But they would 
doas Chirurgionsufeto do, who not knowing how to heal a wound 
yet fet a good thew upon it by allaying the pain and bringing it a= 
fleep. They that counfel men to kill themfelves in their extreme 
remedile{s evils, do they noti{end a man to ignorance, ftupidity, 
infenfibility? Wifdom is a neceflary good, and univerfally com- 
modious for all things: it governeth and ruleth all: there is not any 
thing that can hide, or quitit felf of the jurifdiction or knowledge 
thereof: It beareth {way every where, in peace, in war, in publick, 
in private; itruleth and moderateth even the infolent behaviours of 
men, their {ports, their dances, their banquets, and is as a bridle un- 
to them. To couclude, there is nothing that ought not tobe done 
difcreetly and wifely 5 and contrarily, without witdom all things fall 
into trouble and confufion. 

Secondly, Science 1s fervile, bafe and mechanical, in re{pect of wif- 
dom, anda thing borrowed with pain. A learned mam is likea Crow 
deckt with the feathers that he hath ftolen from other birds .He mak- 
eth a great fhew inthe world, but at the charge ofanother: and he 
had need. to veil his bonnet often, as a teftimony of that honour he 
gives to thofe from whom he hath borrowed his Art. A wife man 
i like him that lives upon his own revenewes 3 for wifdeme is pro- 
perly a mans own 3 it is a natural good well tilled and laboured. 


Thirdly, the conditions are divers, the one more beautiful and 
more noble than the other. Learning or Science is fierce, prefump- 
teous, arrogant, opinative, indifcreet, querulous, Scientia inflat: 
Knowledg puffeth up. 2. Science is talkative, defirous to thew it felf, 
which nevertheleffe knows not how todoany thing, is not active, 
but only fit to fpeak and to difcourfe: wifdome acteth and governeth 
all. 

Learning then, and wifdom are things very different, and wifdom 
of the two the more excellent, more to be efteemed than {cience. 
For it is neceflary, profitable. to all, univerfal, a@ive, noble, honeft, 
gracious, cheerful. Science is particular, unneceffary, feldom profit- 
able, not active, fervile, mechanical ,melancholick,opinative, prefump- 
tuous. 

We come now to the other point, and that is, that they arenot 
alwaies together, but contrarily almoft alwaies feparated.. The na- 
tural reafon (ashath been faid) is, that their temperatures are con- 

| trary. 
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trary. For that of {cience and memory is moift; and that-of wif- 
dom and judgment, dry. This alfo is fignified unto us, in that 
which happened to our firft parents, who asfoon as they caft their 
eyes upon knowledg, they prefently defired it, and fo were robbed 
of that wifdom, wherewithall they were indued from the begin- 
ning; whereof we every day fee the like in common experience. 
The moft beautiful and flourifhing States, Common-weals, Em- 
pires, antient and modern, 
ly, both in peace and war, without Science. Rome the firft five 
hundred years, wherein it flourifhed in virtue and valour, was 
without knowledg ; and fo foonas it began to be learned, it began 
to corrupt, trouble, and ruinate it felf by civil wars. The moft 
beautiful Politic that ever was, the Lacedemonian, built by Licur- 
gus from whence have fprung the greateft perfonages of the world 
made no profeflion of learning, and yet it was the f{chool of virtue 
and wifdom, and was ever victorious over Athens, the molt learn- 
ed City of the world, the fchool of all {cience, the habitation of 
the Mufes, the ftore-houfe of Vhilofophers. All thofe great and 
flourifhing Realms of thecaftand weft:Indies, have ftood for many 
ages together without learning, without the knowledg of books or 
writings. In thefe days they learn many things, by the good leave 
and afliiftance of their new mafters, at the expence of their own 
libertics, yea their vices and their fubtilties too, whereofin former 
times they never heard {peech, That great, and it might be the great- 
eft and moft Hourifhing State and Empire which is at this day in the 
world, is that of that great Lord, which like ehe Lion of the whole 
earth, makes himfelf co be feared of all the Princesand Monarchs 
of the world 5 and even inthis State, there is not any profettion of Sci- 
ence, nor fchool, nor permiffion or allowance to read, or teach pub- 
lickly, no not in matters of religion. What guideth and governcth 
and maketh the State to profper thus? It is wifdom, it ts pradetice. 
But come we to thofe States wherein Learning and Sciences are in 


credit. Who do govern them? Doubtleffe, not the learned. Let- 


us take for example this our Realm, whereimlearning and know- 
ledg have greater honour than in all the world befides, and: which 
feemeth to have fuccceded Greece it felf; The principal officers of 


out Sciences 


This Crown, the Conftable, Martial, Admiral, the Secretaries of : 


the State who difpatch.all affairs, are commonly mem altogether 
illiterate. And doubtlefle many great Lawgivers, Founders, and Prin- 
ces have banifhed. Science as) the poyfon and~ peftilence: of a 
Commone. 


fininn au Dmea nT 
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have been, and are governed very wife- Wifdome with- 
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Common wealth, Licinius, Valentinian , Mabomet , Lycur gas. And 

this we fee what wifdom is withour {cien¢e. Let us now fee what 

{cience is without wifdom, whichis nothard todo. Let us look a 

Sciewee with- little into thofe that make profeflion of learning, that come from 
ous wifdom. Schools and Univertities, and have their heads full of Avifotle, Cicero, 
Bariolus; axe there any people in the world more untoward, more 

fottifh, more unfit for all things? From hence cometh that Proverb, 

that when a man would detcribea fool, or an untowardly perfon 

he calleth him Clerk, Pedant: and to expreffe a thing ill done, ir 

is the manner to fay, It isClerkly done. It fhould feem that learn- 

ing doth intoxicate, and as it were hammera mans brains, and 

A&, 26. nakes him to turn fot and fool, as King Agrippa {aid to S. Paul; 
Multe te litere ad infaniam adigunt: much learning maketh thee mad, 

There are divers men, that had they been nevcr trained up in {chools 

and colledges, they had been far more wife : and their brethren that 

have never applicd themfelves to learning, have provedthe wifer 

men; Ut melius fuillet non didiciffe: nam poftquam dotti prodterunt, 

boni defunt So ibarit bad been beiter ihey had never been learned: for 

after they Lecame learned, they left off from being good. Come to the 

practice : chufe me one of thefe learned {cholars, bring him to the 

common courcel of a city, or any publick aflembly, wherein the 

affairs of State are confulted of,or matter of policy, or houfhold hut 

bandry, you never faw a man more aftomifhed; he waxeth pale, blufh- 

i eth, cougheth, and at laftknows not what to fay. And if he chance 
4 to {peak, he entreth intoa long difcourfe of definitions, and divifi- 
ons of Ariffotle: erga pot-lead. Mark jn the {elf fame counfel, a 

Merchant, a Burgeffe, that never heard {peak of Ariftorle, he will 


yield a better reafon, give a founder judgment, and more to purpofe 
than thefe {cholaftical Doctors. 


: Se il| Now it is not enough to have faid, that wildom and learning {el- 
te the reafou of doMconcur and meet together, unlefs we {eek the reafon and caufe 

| phis feperation. thereof; not doubting thereby but fufficiently to content and to 
. 7 fatishe thofe, that miflike what I have faid, or think me perhaps an 
Bh ah enemy to erudition and learning. The queftion therefore is, From 
ae | , whence it cometh that learning and wifdom do feldom ‘encounter 
ae and meet together in one and the fame man; And there is great 
a a el reafon, why we fhould move this queftion » forit is a ftrange thing, 
| and againtt reafon, that a man, the more learned be is, fhould not 

) bethe more wife ? learning and knowledg being a proper means, 


and 
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and inftrument unto wifdom. Behold therefore two men, the one 
a ftudent, the other none; he that hath ftudied, is, in‘fome fort, 
bound to be far the wifer of the two, becaufe he hath all that the 
other hath, that is, nature, reafon, judgment, fpirits and befides thefe 
the counfels, difcourfes, judgements of all the greateft men of the 
world by reading their books. Istherenot then great reafon, he 
fhould be much more wife, more dexterous, more hone(t than the 
other, fince that with thefe proper and natural means, he attaineth 
fo many extraordinary on every fide? For as one faith well, the 
natural good cobering and concurring withthe accidental, frameth 

an excellent compofitions and yet nevertheleffe, we fee the contrary,as 
hath been faid. 

Now the true reafon and an{wer to all this, is the evil and finifter 
manner of fiudy and ill inftruction. They Jearn out of books and 


{chools excellent knowledg, but with illmeans, and asbad fuccefs, 4% 4¥/ ter to 
ill difcipline. 


Whereby it comes to pafle, that all their ftudy profiteth them no- 
thing at all, but they remain indigent and poor, in the midft of their 
plenty and riches, and like Tantalus, die for hunger in the midft of 
their dainties: the reafon is, becaufe whilft they pore upon their 
books, they refpect nothing fo much asto ftuffe and furnith their 
memories with that which they read and underftand, and prefently 
they think themfelves wifes like him that put his bread 1n his pocket 
and_ not into his belly, when his pocket was full, died for hunger. 
And fo with a memory fully fiuffed, they continue fools; S:udent 
non fibi & vitae, fed alitis & fchole: They (tudy mot for themfélves, 
and for the benefit of their life, but for others, and for the {ehooles. 
They prepare themfelves to be reporters; Cicero hath fatd it, Ari- 
fotle, Plato hath left in writing, &c. but they for their parts know 
nothing. Thefe men commit a double-fault; the one is that they 
apply not that which they learn, to themfelves, that fo they 
may form themfelves unto virtue; wifdom, refolution, by which 
means their knowledg is unprofitable unto them, the other is, 
that during all that time, which with great pains and charge they 
employ, to the heaping together and pocketing up for another 
without any profit to themfelves; whatfoever they ‘can rob. 
from other men, they fuffer their own proper good to fall to. 
the ground, and never put in practice. They om the other. 
fide that. fiudy not, having no recourfe unto another, take a 
care to husband their natural gifts, and fo prove many times 
the: 


ibis bites 


21 


























































Peestaetat Tybtedsd slolaopbavstbhanea danretardracatstetsro rere ee 
































Good difciplines 


Tacit. 


43 





The duty of parents and Children. 


the better, the more wife, and -refolute, though leffé learned, lefle 

gainers, lefle glorious. One there is that hath {aid as much, though 
otherwife and more briefly ; That learning marreth weak witsand 
pirits, perfitteth the {trong and natural. 

Now hearken to that counfel that I give hereupon; A man muft 
not give himfelfto the gathering and keeping’ the opinions & know + 
ledges of another, to the end he may afterwards make report of 
them, or ule them for thew or oftentation, or fome bafe and merce- 
nary profits but he amuftufe them fo, as that he may make them his 
own. He mut not only lodg them in his mind, bur incorporate 
and tranfubitantiate them into himfelf. He muft not only water 
his mind with the dew of knowledg, but he muft make %t effential-- 
ly better, wife, itrong, good, couragious 5 otherwife to what end 
ferveth ftudy? Now pzranda nobis folum, fed fruenda fapientia eft: 
Wifdome is not only to be gotten by us, but to be enjoyed. He mutt not do 
as itisthe manner of thofe that make garlands, who pick hereand 
there whole flowers, and fo carry them away to make nofe-gayes, 
and afterwards prefents; heap together out of that book, and out of 
this book, many good things, to make a fare and a goodly fhew to 
others; but he muitdoas Bees ufe todo, who carry not away the 
Howers, but fettle themfelves upon them (like ahen that covereth 
her chickens) and draweth from them their {pirit, force, virtue, quin- 
teffence, and nourifhing themfelves, turn them into their own fub- 
fiance, and afterwards make good and {weet honey, which is all their 
own 3 and itis no more either Thyme or {weet Margorum. Somufta 
man gather from books the marrow and fpirit (never enthralling 
himfelf fo much as to retain the words by heart, as many ufe to do 
much leffe the place, the book, the chapters that is a fottifhand 
vain fuperiftition and vanity, and makes him lofe the principal) and 
having fucked and drawn the good, feed hismind therewith, inform 
his judgment, inftruét and direét his confcience and his opinion, 
rectifie his wills and in a word, frame unto himfelf a werk wholly 
his own, that is to fay, anhoneft man, wife, advifed, refolute ; Nox 
ad pompam, nce ad fpeciem, nec ut nomine magnifico fequi ocium velis, 
fed quo firmior adverfus fortuita rempublicam capeffas. Not for pomp or 
oftentation, nor tothe end thou wouldelt follow eafe with aglerions nante, 
but that thereby thou muyet more firmly, take upin thee the government of 
the Cammon-wealth againtt all accidents. » 


And hereunto the choice of {ciences is neceflary. Thofe that J 
commend 

















































The duty of Parents and Children, Pays 
commend above all others, and that beft ferve to that end, which T 2. The {e- 


purpofe, and whereof Iam to fpeak; are natural and moral, which 04 acvice™ 


touching the 


chatce of {ci + 


CHCEe 


teach us to live, and to live well, nature and virtue 3 that which we 
are and that which we fhould be 3 under the moral are comprehen- 
ded, the Politicks, Oeconomicks, Hiftorics. All the reft are vain and 
frothy, and we are not to dwell upon them, but to take them as 
pafling by. 

Thisend of theinftruction of youth and comparifon of learning 2 
and wifdome, hath held me too long, by reafon of the conteitatian. >. The wres0ss 
Let us now proceed to the other parts and advifements of thisja- to learn. 
ftruction. Themeans.of inftrudtions are divers, efpecially of two 37 word of 
forts: the oneby word, that is to fay, by precepts, inftructions and Mee: 
lectures 5 or elfe by conference with honelt and able men, filling and 
rehning our wits againit theirs, as iron is cleanfed and beautified by 
the file, This means and manner is very pleafing and agreeable to 
Nature. 

The other by action, that.is, example, which is gotten, not 25 
onely from good men by imitation, and timilitude, but alfo wicked, 57 «xamplee 
by difagreement in opinions; for fome there are that learn better 
by the oppofition and horrour of all evil they fee’ in another. Ig 
is a{peciall ufe of Juftice, to condemn one that he may ferve for an 
eXample unto others. And old Cate was wont to fay, That wife 
menmay learn more of fools, than fools of wife men. TheLa- 
cedemonians the better to diffwade their children from drunken- 
neffe, made their fervants drunken before their faces, to the end 
that feeing how horrible a fpetacle a drunken man was, they fhould 
the rather deteft it. 

Now this {ccond means or manner by example, teacheth us with A comparifox 
more eafe and more delight. To learn by preceptsis along way, 2 M™/e*we 
becaufe it is a painfull thing to underftand well, and underftanding 
to retain well, and retaining to ufe and pradtife well. And hardly 
can we promife our felvesto reap that fruit which they promife une 
tous, But example and imitation teacheth us above the work or 
action it felf, invite us with much more ardour, and promife unto us 
that glory which we learn to jmitate. 

The feed that is caft intothe earth, draweth unto it felf in the 
end, the quality of that earth whereunto itis tranfported, and be- 
comestike unto that which doththere naturally grow : So the {pirits 
and manners of men conform themfelves to thofe with whom they 
commonly converte, ; 
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The duty of Parents and Children. 


Now thefe two mannners of profiting by Speech and by Exampl¢ 
are like wife twofold : for they are drawn from excellent Per{fo- 
nages, either living by their fenfible and outward frequentation and 
conference or dead, by the reading of their books. 

The firft, that is che commerce with the living, is more lively and 
more naturall, it isa fruitful exercife of life, which was much in ufe 
amougfi the ancients, yea the Greeks themfelves; but it is cafual de- 
pending on another, and rare: It is a difhcule matter to meet with 
{uch people, and more difficult to make ufe of them. And this is 
practifed cither by keeping home, or by travelling and vifiting 
firauge countries, not tobe fed with vanities, as the molido, but to 
carry withthem the knowledge and coniideration cfpecially of the 
humors and cuftoms of thofe nations. 

Thisis a profitable exercife, the body is neither idle, nor tyred 
with labour, for this moderate agitation keeps a man in breath, 
the minde is in continiall exercife, by marking things known and 
new. 

There isnot abetter{chool to form the life of man, then to fee 
the diverfity of fo many others lives, and totafte a perpetuall varie- 
ty of the forms of our nature. 

The other commerce with the dead by the benefit of their books, 
is more fure,and more near. unto us, more conttant and leffe charge- 
able. He that knowshow to make ule of them, receiveth thereby 
great pleafure, great comfort. It difchargeth us of the burthen ofa 
tedious idleneffe, it withdraweth us from fond imaginations, and 
other outward things, that vex and trouble:us: It counfelleth us and 
comforteth us in our griefs and afflictions: but yet iris only good for 
the mind, whereby the body remaineth without action, altereth and 
languifheth. 3 

We muitnow {peak of that order of proceeding and formality 
which a teacher of youth muft keep, that he may happily arrive to 
his propofed end. It hath many parts we will touch fome of them, 
Firft he muft often examine his {cholar, aske his judgment and 
opinion of whatfoever fhall prefent itfclfuntohim. This is quite 
contrary to the ordinary ftyle, whichis, thatthe mafter do. alwaies 
fpeak and teach his child with authority,and work into his head 
as-into a veffel, whatfoever he will, infomuch that children are only 
Auditors and Receivers, which manner of teaching I cannot com- 
mend; Obef plerumque iis qui difcere volunt, autoritas eorum qui 


docent : The authority of them which teach, hurteth for the mot 
pars 
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part thofé which would learn. Their {pirits mutt be awakened and i, 
inflamed by demands, make them firft to ask others, to enquire, 
and to open the way at their own will. If without qucftioning | 
with them aman {peak wholly unto them, it is a labour in a manaer 
loft, the child is not profited thereby, becaufe he thinks it belongs 
not unto him, folong ashe yields not an account thereof; he lends 
only his ears and thofe coldly too; he fets not forward with fo 
good a pafe, as when he is a party in the bufinefs. Neither is i¢ 
enough to make them give their judgment, but that they maintain 
it, and to be able to give a reafon of their faying, to the end that 
they {peak not by roat; but that they be attentive, and careful of 
that they {peak : And to give them the better incouragement there~ 
unto, aman muft not feemtoneglect that they fay, but commend 
at the leafttheir good effay and endeavour. This form of teaching 
by queftions and demands, isexcellently obferved both by Socrates 
(the principal mn this bufinefs,) as we fee every where in Plato , 
where by a long annexion and enfolding of demands wittily | 
and dexteroufly made, he {weetly leadeth a man to the clofet of i 
verity; and alfo by the Doctour of verity, in his Gofpel. Now Mutth.16.22. ) 
thefe queftions muft not be only of things touching {cicnce and Luk.10.& 24 
memory, as hath been faid; but matter of judgment. For to | 
this exercife all things may ferve, even the leaft that are, asthe fol- | 
lies of a Laquey, the malice ofa Page, a difcourfe at Table: for the 
work of judgment is not to handle and to underfland great and 
high matters but juftly to weigh them, and confiderofthem whatfo- Hl 
-ever they be. . | 
Queftions therefore muft be moved touching the judgment of 
men and their actions, and by reafon determined, to the end that 
thereby men may frame their judgment and their confcience. The 
tutor or inftructor of Cyrus in Xenopbon for a leGture propofed this 
Queftion; A great youth having a little coat or caffock, gave 
it to one of. his companions of a leffe ftature, and took from him 
his caffock, which was the greater : upon which fact he demanded 
his judgment.’ Cirws anfwered, that it was well, becaufe both ef 
them were thereby the better fitted. But his mafter reprehended 
him fharply for it, becaufe he confidered only the fitneffe and con< \ 
veniency thereof, and not the juftice, which fhould firf and efpeci« Le 
ally have been thought of, which was that no man may be enforced 
inthat which washisown. And this nodoubtis an excellent mare 
nex ofinftru@ion. And though a man may recite authorities out ef I | 
Hha books | 
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456 The duty of parents aud children. 
books, the faying of Cicero, or Ariftorle, yet it isnot only to recite 
them, but to judge of them, and fo to frame and fathion them to 
all ufes and to apply them to divers fubje@s. It is not enough 
to report asa hittory, that Czto killed himfelf at Wiica, that 
he might not fall into the hands of Cefzr3 and that Brusys and 
Gafius were the authors of the death of Cefar; for this isthe leaf : 
but I will that he proceed and judge, whether they did well herein, or 
no; whether they deferve well ofthe common-weal; whether they 
carried themfelves therein according to wifdem, juftice, yalour 5 
and wherein they did ill, wherein well. Finally, and generally, in-all 
thefe difcourfes, demands, anfwers, the conveniency, order, verity, 
| Vi 1 muft be inquired into, a work of judgment and confcience. Thefe 
ae things a man by any means muft not diffemble, but ever preffe them, 
and hold him {ubje@ unto them, 
ete 29 Secondly, he muft accuftom and frame him to an honeft cyrio- 
aides at g.Ansdvife- fity to know all things, whereby he mutt firlt have his eyes upon 
1h ae “ss ouchi#g every thing the better toconfider all that may be faid, done or at- 
is tempted concerning himfelf, and nothing muft paffe his hands, be- 
Ghee fore it pafle and repaffe his judgment; and then he muft make an 
ah enquiry into other matters, as well of right as of ation. He that 
enquireth after nothing ; knows nothing, {faith one: He that bufieth 
not his mind, and fiffereth it to ruft, becomes a fool; and there- 
fore he mutt make profit ofall, apply every thing to himfelf, take 
advice and counfel as well of whatis paft, the better to {ee the errour 
bs hath committed; as of that which is to come, the better to 
rulc and direct himfelf Children muft not be fuffered to be 
idle to bring themfelves afleep, toentertain themfelves with their 
own prattle: for wanting fufficiency to furnith themfelyes with 
ny ae good and worthy matter, they will feed upon vanities; they 
| muft therefore be alwayes bulicd in fome employment, and kept 
, in breath: and this curiofity mult be ingendred inthem, the better 
to awaken them, and to {pur them forward,. which being fuch 
h as is faid, fhall be neither vain in it felf, nor tedious to ang- 


ther. 
we 4 He mutt likewife fakhign and mould his fpirit to. the general pate 
i Peart tern and model of the world and of nature, make it univerfal, that 


is to fay, reprefent untohim inall things, the univerfal face of na- 
ture 5 thatthe whole world may be his book : that of what fab- 
je@ foever a man talk, he caft his eye and his thought upon the 
} large immenfity of the world; upon fo many different fathi- 
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The duty of Parents and Children. 


ons anid Opivions, which have been, and are in the world touching 
that fubjet. The moft excellent and noble minds, are the more 
univerfal and more free; and by this means the mind is contented, 
learneth not to be aftonifhed at any thing, is formed to a refolution 
and fiedfaft conftancy. Tobe brief,fucha man doth no more ad- 
mire any thing, which is the higheft and laft point of wifdom. For 
whatfoever doth happen, or a man may report unto him, he eafily 
finds that there is nothing in the world either new or ftrange; that 
the condition of man is capable of all things, that they have come 
to others, and that elfewhere divers things pafle more ftrange, 
more great. And in this fenfe it was that wile Socrates called him~ 
{elf A citizen ofthe world. And contrarily, there is not any thing 
that doth more deprave and enthral the mind of man, than to 
make him taft and underftand but one certain opinion, belief, and 
manner of life. What greater folly or weaknefs can there be, than 
to think that all the world walketh, believeth, fpeaketh, doth, liveth 
and dicth, according to the manner of this country? like thofe 
hard block-heads, who when they hear one recite the manners and 
opinions of forrein countries very different and contrary to theirs, 
they tremble for fear, and believe them not, or elfe do abfurdly 

condemn them as barbarous; fo much are they enthralled and tyed 

to their cradle, a kind of people brought up (as they fay) in a bot- 

tle, that never faw any thing but thorow aholee Now this univerfa! 

.{pirit muft be attained by the diligence of the mafter or teacher, 

afterwards by travel,and communication with ftrangers, and the rea- 

ding of books and the hiftories of all Nations. 

’ Finally, he muft teach him to take nothing upon credit and by 

authority this is to make himfelf a beaft, and to fuffer himfelito 

be led by the nofe like an oxc: but to examine all things with 

reafon, to propofe all things, and then to give him leave to chufe, 

And if he know net how to chufe, but doubt which perhaps 
is the better, founder and furer courfe; toteach him likewife to 
refolve of nothing ofhiméelf, but rather to ditiruft his own judg- 
ment, : 

After the mind comes the body, whereof there muft likewife be 
a care taken, at one and the fame inftant with the {pirit, not ma- 


Now a mafter mult endeavour to keep his child free from. delicacy 
and pridein apparel, in fleeping, eating, drinking he muft bring 


him up hardly tolabour and pains, accuftom him to heat and cold, 
Hh 3 wind 
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wind and: weather, yea and unto hazzards-too; harden his mufcles 
and his finews, as wellashisminde, to labour and than to pain and 
grief too; For the firft. difpofeth to the fecond: Labor callem ob- 
ducit dolori: Labour bardnciba man againft. grief. Tobe brief, he 
muft endeavour. to. make him lufty and vigorous, indifferent to all 
kind of viands. All this ferveth. not only for his health, but for 


a publick affairs and fervices. 

1 g.4n advife- We come now to the third head, which concerneth manners : 
ewe gee ment touching Wherein both bedy and foul hath a part, This is two-fold.; Te 
Wom | i MB ABAETS hinder the evil, to ingraft and nourifh the good. The firftisthe 
if fi H more neceffary, and therefore the greater care and heed muft be 
i Bs taken. Itmuft therefore be donein time.for there is no time too 
\) ta fpeedy, to-hinder the birth and growth of all ill manners and con- 


ditions 3.cfpecially thefe following, which are to be feared in youth. 
I 
| ‘ 
hia | Evil: maustrs» To lie, abafe vice of fervants and flaves, ofa licentious- and fear- 
ies ful minde, the caufe whereofarifeth many times from bad and rude 
VA te inftruction. 
yy - A-fottith fhame and weakneffe, whereby they feck to hide them- 
i % {elves,hold down their heads, blufh atevery queftion that is pro- 
pofed, caunot endure a correction, or a fharp word without a 
ftrange alteration of countenance. Nature doth many times bear 
a great {way herein, but it muft be corrected by ftudy. 

AllaffeCtion and figularity in habit, carriage, gate, fpeech,gefture, 
and all other: things; thisisateftimony of vanityand vain-glory , 
and marreth all the reft, cven that which is good 5 Licer fapere fins 
pompa, fine imid:a: A man may be wife without pomp, withent en- 
pie. 

4 But above all, choler, fullenneffe, obftinacy 5 and therefore it is 
. very neceflary. that.achilde never have his will by fach froward 
means,and that he learn and find that thefe qualities are altogether 
unprofitable and bootleffe, yea bafe and villanous 5 and for this canfe 
he muft never be flattered, for that marreth and corrupteth him, 
teacheth him to be fullen and froward,it he have not his will, and 
in the end maketh him infolent, thata man fhall never work any 
good upon him; Nibil migis reddit iracundos, quam educatio molliz 
& blanda : Nothing more. maketh. one prone to.anger tban foft and cock- 
. ering education. 
2: By the felffame means a man muft ingraft into him good and. 
| Geod manugrs, honeft manners : And firft to. inftruct. him to fear and eeepnasine 
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God, to tremble under that intnite and invifible majefty, to {peak 
feldom and foberly of God, of his-power, eternity, wifdom, 
will, and of his works ; not indifferently and upon all occafions , 
but fearfully, with fhame and reverence. Not to be over (crupulous 
in the myfteries and point of Religion, but te conform himfelf te 
the Government and Di(cipline-of the Church, 

Secondly, to replenifh and cherifh his heart with ingenuity, 


freedom, candor, integrity, and to teach himto bean honelt ‘man, 
out of an honourable and honef{ minde, not fervilely and:mecha- 
mically, forfear, or hope of any honour .or profit, or other-con- 
fideration, than virtue at felt. Thcfle two are efpecially for him- 
felf. S 


For another and the company with whom ‘heconverfeth, hemutt 
work in a {weet kinde of affability to accommodate himfelf to 
all. kinde of people, to all fathionss Omnis Ariftippum decuit color, 
> flatus, U> res : Every countenance, condition and geture became 
Ariftippus. Herein Alcibiades was cxcellent. That he learn how 
to be able, and:to know how to do all things, yea exceffe and licen- 
tious behaviours, if need be; but that he love to do only that which 
isgood. That he refrain to do evil, not for want of courage, nor 
firength, nor knowledge, ‘but will. Multum intereft utrum peccare 
quis nolit, aut nejcit : There is great difference, in not being willing to fin, 
and not being able. 

Modefty, whereby he contenteth not, nor tyeth himfelf, either co 
all, asto the greateft and moft refpeétive perfons, or fuch asare his 35 
inferiors, either in condition orfufhciency 3 nor defendeth any thing See lib. 2, Cap 
obftinately, with affirmative, refolute, commanding words, ‘but % 

{weet, fubmiffe and moderate fpeeches. Hereof hath ‘been fpoken 
elfewhere. And thus the three heads of the duties of parents are 
difpatched: 

The fourth, concerneth their affection and communication with  —_ 36 
them, when they are great and capace of that whereunto they were the foserth 
inftrud@ed. We know that affection is reciprocall and naturall be- iy touching 

: a f 5 e deity of per 
twixt parents and their Children, but that of parents towards their pees, 
children is far more ftrong and morenaturall 5 becaufe it is given by 
nature to love thofe thingsthat are coming on to the maintenance 
and continuance of the world, efpecially thofe in whom a man doth ofabe saad fk 
live when he is dead, That of children towards their parents is re- SEaitiiine © 
trograde, and therefore it gocth not fo ftrongly, not fo naturally 5 ofchildrer:. 
and it feemeth rather to be the meta of adebt, anda thankful 
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acknowledgment ofa benefit received, than a pure, free, fimple, and 

natural love. Moreover, he that giveth and doth good, leveth 

fore thanhe that receiveth and is indebted: And therefore a fa- 

ther and every agent thatdoth good to another, loveth more than 

he is beloved. The reafons of this propofition are many. All love 

to Be (which Being is exercifed and demonftrated in motion and 

action), Now he that giveth and doth good to another, isafter a 

fort in him that receiveth. He that giveth and doth good to ano- 

ther, doth that which is honeft and honourable;. he that receiveth 

doth none ofthis: honefty is for the firft, profit for the fecond. 

Now honefty isfar more worthy, firm, ftable, amiable than profit, 

which in a moment vanitheth. Again, thofe things are moft be- 

loved that-coftus moft; thatis deareft unto us, which we come more 

dearly by. Now to beget, to nourith, to bring up is a matter of 
greater charge, than toreceiveall thefe. 

This love of Parents ts twofold; though alwayes natural, yet 
after a divers manner: the one is fimply and univerfally natural, 
and is afimple inftin¢t which is common with beafts, according to 
which Parents love and cherith their children, though deformed, 
ftammering, halting, milk-fops,and.ufe them like moppets or little 
apes. This love is not truly hamane..Man indued with reafon , 
muft. not fervilely fubjet himfelf unto nature as beafts do, but fol- 
low it more nobly with difcourfe of reafon. The other then is 
more humane and reafonable, whereby a manloveth his children 
more or Icffe, according to that meafure wherein he feeth the feeds 
and {parks of virtue, goodnefs,and towardlinefle to arife and {pring 
up in them. Some there are who being befottéd, and carried with 
the former. kind of affections, have but little of this, and never 
complaining of the charge fo long as their children are but f{mall, 
complain thereof when they come to their growth, and begin ta 
| | profit. It feemeth that they are in a fort offended and vexed to 
th, fee them to grow and fet forward in honeft courfes, that they may be- 

come honeli men; thefe parents are brutifh and inhumane, 
| Now according to this fecond, true, and fatherly love, in the well 
| ce Gear a 38 governing thereof, parents fhould receive their children, if they be 
| 


37 
The love of pa- 
sents,’ twofold, 


Of the trne fa- capable, into their fociety.and partnerfhip to their goods, admit 
ae sderly love i® them.to their counfel, intelligence, the knowledg. and ccurfe of 
ie ai suith Hischihee their domeftica} affairs; as alfo to the communication of their de* 
i dren being come fignments, opinions, and thoughts, yea confent and contribute to 

bo years of dif- their honeft. recreations and paftimes, as the. cafe fhall require, 

Vi Cxettan, alwayes 

















































follow the laws and cuftomes of the Country. The laws have 7: ufage of” 





the duty of Parents and Childrew. 


alwaies rcferving their rank and authority. For we condemn the 
auttere, lord-like, and imperious countenance and carriage of thofe 
that never look upon their children; nor {peak unto them but with 
authority, will not be called fathers but lords, Though God himfelf 
refufe not thismame of Father, never caring for the hearty love of 
their children, fo they may be feared, reverenced, and adored. And 
fer this caufe, they giveunto them {paringly, keepthem in want 
that they may the better keep them in aw, and obedience, ever 
threatning, them fome {mall pittance by their laft Will, whenthey | 
depart out of this lite. Now this is afottifh, vain, and ridiculous in 
foolery; It isto diftruft their own proper, true, and natural autho- 
rity, to get-an artificial; and it is the way to deceivethemfelves, 
and to grow in contempt, which is clean contrary to that they 
pretend. It caufeth their children to carry themfelves cunningly 
with them,and to confpire and find means how to deceive them» 
For parents fhould in good time frame their minds to duty, by 
reafon, and not have recourfe to.thefe means-more tyrannous than. 
fatherly. li 

 Errat longe mea quidem fententia, . | 

Qui imperium credit effe gravins aut ftabilins 

Vi quod fit quam illud quod amicitia adjungi:ur. 

In my opinion he is much amifs, 

Who thinks more firm or gave tbat rule of bis, 

That's wronght by force, than what of friend(hip ws. 

In the laft difpofition of our goods, the belt and fureft way is to 37° 
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better provided ‘for it than we, and it is a fafer courfe to fuffer pags 


them to fail in fomething, than to-adventure upon our own de- coy diny so the 
fects, inour own proper choice. It is toabufe that liberty wehave jaws. 
therein, to ferve'our foolifh fantafies and private paflions, like 
thofe that fuffer themfelves to be carried by the unwonted officious 
actions and flatteries of thofe that are prefent, who make ufe of their 
laft Willsand teftaments, either by gratifying or chaftiling the actions 
of thofe that pretend intereft therein. A man mutt contorm himielf to 
reafon and common cuftom herein which is wifer than we are, & the 
furer way. 

We come now to the duty of. children towards their Parents, 2 
fo natural and {0 religious, and which ought to be done unto them, of rhe duty of 
not as unto pure and fimple men, but demi-Gods, earthly, mortal, children ro- 
vifible. gods. And this 1s the reafon why Philo the Jew faid, wards theirpa-~ i 
that TERE Ss, | i 

} }} 
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This duty con- 


Beth in five 


+ points, 


‘Jer. 35. 


in ExamMer, 





The duty of parents axd children. 


“that the Commandment touching theduty of children was written 
the one halt in the firft Table, which contained the Command. 
ments that concern our duty towards God ; and the other half in 
the fecond Table, wherein are the Commandments that concern 
our neighbour, as being half divine, and half humane, This duty 
likewife is fo certain, fo due and requifite, thac it may not be dif- 
penfed withall by any other duty or love whatfoever, be it never {o 

reat, 

: For, if i¢ thall happen that a man fee his father and his 
fonne fo indangered at one and the fame inftant, as that’ he 
cannot refcue and fuccour them both, he muft forfake his fonne 
and go to his father though his love towards his fonne be 
greater, as before hath been faid. And the reafon is, becaufe 
the duty of a fonne towards his father is more ancient, and hath 
the greater priviledg, and cannot be abrogated by any later du- 
ty. ; 

Now this duty confifteth in five points, comprehended in this 

word 5 Honour thy father and thy motber. The firkt is reverence, not 

only in outward gefture and countenance, but alfo inward; which 
is that high and holy opinion and efteem, that a child ought te 
have of his parents, as the authers and original caufes of his 
being,and of his good : a quality that makes them refemble God him~ 
felf. 

The fecond is obedience, even to the rougheft and hardeft com- 

mands of a father, according to the example of the Rechavites, who 
to obcy the command of their father, never drank wine in all their 

lives. . 

Nay more than that, I/zac refufed not to yield his neck to the {word 
of his father. 

The Third is to fuccour their parents in all their needsand neceffi- 
tics, to nourith themin their old age, their impotency, and want ; to 
give them their affiftanceinalltheir affairs. 

We have an example and pattern hereof even in beafts. 

In the Stork, whofe little ones (as Saint Bafil afirmeth) feed and 
nourith their old dams, cover them with their feathers, when they 
fall from them, and couple themfelves together to carry them upon 
their backs. Love furnifheth them with this art. 


This 


















The duty of Parents and Childrez. 


This example is fo lively and fo fignificant, that the duty of 
children towards their parents hath been fignified by the quality of 
this creature, ev7imtAapyar, reciconiare. And the Hebrews call this bird 


for this caufe, Chafidz, that is to fay,the debonair, the charitable y evir, 


bird. 

We have likewife notable examples hereofamongft men. 

Cymon the fonne: of the great Miltiades, whofe father dy- 
ing ‘in prifon as fome fay for debt, and not having where- 
withal to bury his body, much Iefle to redeem it being ar- 
retted for the debt whilit it was carried to the burial, ac- 
cording to the laws of the Country 3 Cymon fold himfelf and 
his liberty for money to provide for his funeral. He with his 
plenty and goods relieved not his father, but with his liber- 
tie} which is dearer than all goods, yea and life too, He 
helped not his father living and in neceflity, but dead, and being 
no more a father nor a man. What had he done to fuccour his fa: 
ther living, wanting and: requiring his kelp? Thisisan excellent 
precedent. 

We have two the like examples, even in the weak and fee- 
ble fex of women, of two daughters which have nourifhed and 
given fuck the one to the father, the other to her mother, be- 
ing prifoners and condemned to die by famine, the ordinary 
punithments: of the Ancients. It feemcth in fome fort a thing, 
againit nature, that the mother fhould be nourithed with the. 
daughters milk, but this is truly according to nature, yea, 
thofe tirft laws, that. the daughter thould nourith her. mo- 
ther. 


The fourth is not todo, to attempt, or enterprife any thing of 
weight or importance, without the advice, confent, and approbation. 
of Parents, and efpecially-in marriage, 

The fifths, mildly and gently to-endure the vices, imperfe@i- 
ons, and telly: and impatient humours- of Parents, their feverity 
and rigour. Manlius had made good: proof hereof; for the 
Tribune Pomponius. having. accufed the father of this-Manlizs in 
the prefence of the people of many crimes; and among{t others, 
that *he over-cruelly. bandled his fonne, enforcing him cotill the- 
earth: the fonne goeth-to the Tribune and finding him in his bed: 
putting the point ofhis dagger to his throat, inforced hun to fwear, , 
that he fhould defift from his purfuic he made againf his fathers de. 
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The duty of Mafters and Servants. 


firing rather to endure his fathers rigour, than to fee him troubled for 
IC. 

A child fhall find no difficultyin thefe five duties, if he confi- 
der how chargeablehehath been to his parents, and with what 
care and affection he hath been brought up. But he fhall never 
Know it well, until he have children of his own, as ‘he that was 
found to ride upon a hobby-horfe playing with his children, en- 
treated him that fo took him to hold his peace until he were him- 
{clf a father, reputing him till then.no indifferent Judge in this acti- 
on. 


CHAP. xV. 
The duty of Mafters and Servants. 


He cometh the third and laft part of private and domefti- 
call juftice , which is the duties of Mafters and Servants. 
Touching which, it is neceffary to know the diftinction of fervants: 
for they principally are of three forts: That isto fay, of flaves, where- 
ofall the world hath been fullin former time, and is at prefent, ex 
cept a part of Europe, and no place more free than here about 
France; they have no power neither in their bodies nor goods, but 
are wholly their matters, who may give, lend, fell, refel, exchange, 
and ufe them as beafts of fervice. Ofthefe hath been {poken of at 
large. There are inferiour fervants, and fervants, free people, ma- 
{ters oftheir perfons and goods, yea they cannot bargain, or other- 
wile do anything to the prejudice of their own liberty; but they 
owe honour, obedience, and fervice until {uch times, and upon fuch 
conditions, as they have promiféd, and their matters have power to 
command, corre¢t, and chaftife them with moderation and difcre- 
tion. There are alfo mercenaries, which are leffe fubject, they owe 
no fervice nor obedience , but. only work and labour for mo- 
ney; and they have no authority in commanding or corredting 
them. 

The duties of matters towards their fervants, as well of flaves 
as inferiour fervants, are, not to handle them cruelly, remembring 
they are men, and of the fame nature with us, but. only fortune 
hath put a difference which is very variable, and fporteth it {elf in 
making great men little, and little great. And therefore the dif- 
ference is not fo great, fo much to contemn them, Sunt homines 
contubernabes, hunsiles amici, conferviy eque fortune Subjedli: They 
are 
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The duty of Sovereigns, and Subjects. 


| re men, dwellers with thee, humble friends, fellow fervanis, equally | 
} the fubjects of fortwne. To handle fervants gently, feeking rather | 
) to be beloved than feared, is the teftimony ofa good nature : toufe ! 
them roughly and too feverely, proceedeth from a crabbed and crue] | 
_ mind, and that he bearcth the fame difpofition towardsall other | 
“men, but want of power hindereth the execution thereof The 
ought to inftrué them with godly and religious counfel, and thole 
things that are requifite for their health and fafety. 

The. duties of fervants are to honour, and fear-their matters 
whatfoever they be, and to yield them obedience and hdelity, fer- 
ving them not for gain, or only outwardly,and for countenance, 
but heartily, ferioufly, for confcience fake, and without diffimula- 
tion, We read of moft worthy, noble, and gencrous fervices per- 
formedin former times by fome towards their matters, evento en- 
gaging and hazzard of their lives, for their mafters fafegard and ho- 
nour. 


CHAP, xvI. 
The duty of Sovereigns, and S ubjec , 


F Princes and Sovereigns, their deferiptions, notes, humours, 
Oh Bate and difcommodities hath been difcourfed in the fir(t 
book, (Chapter 49. Their duty to govern the Common. wealth 
hath been {poken of at large in this prefent book, chapter 2.and 3. 
which is of politick prudence: yet we will-toucha little here the 
heads and general points oftheir duty. 
_ The Sovereign as the mean betwixt God and the people, and : 
debtor to thefe two, ought alwaiesto remember that he js the lively rhe duty of 
image, the Officer and Lieutenant general of the great God his Soveresgas., 
Sovereign, and to the people 2 perfect mirrour, a brizht beam, a 
clear looking glafle, and elevated theater for every one to behold; a 
fountain where all refreth themfelves, a {pur to virtue, and who 
doth. not any good, that is not famous, and put inthe Regifter of 
perpetual memory. He ought then firft of all to fear and -honoviz 74? religions, 
God, to be devout, religious, to obferve piety not only for himfelf 
and for confcience fake, as every other man, but for his State, and as 
he is a Sovereign. The piety which we here require in a Prince, is 
The care he ought to have, and to thew for the conlervation of Re- 
tigion and the ancient laws and ceremonies of the Country; pro-~ 
viding by laws, penalties, and punifhments that the Religion be 
neithys 
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The duty of Sovereigns,and Subjects. 


neither changed, troubled, nor innovated. This isa thing that highly 
r.doundeth to his honour and fecurity (for all do reverence, and 
more willingly obcy,and more flowly actempr or enterprife any thing 
againtt hina whom they fee fear God, and believe to be in his proteti- 
on and fategard: Una cujiodia pietas : pium virum nec malus genius 
nec fatum devincit. Deus enim cripit eamab omnimalo. Tbe only fafezard 
is pte:y: neither the evil genius nor fite can evercome @codly man: for 
God dilivereth him out of all evil.) And alfotothe good ofthe State, 
for as all the wifett have faid, Religion is the band and cement of 
humane fociety. 

The Prince ought alfo to be fubje@, and mviolably to obferveand 


To obfervethe caufle to be obferved the laws of God.and Nature, which are not to be 


laws of {uperi- ds 


OiS« 


{penced with: and he that infringeth them, is not only counted a 
tyrant but amontfter. 


Concerning the people, he ought firk to keep his covenants, and 


To keep his pro- Promifcs, be ic with fubjc&s or others with whom he is interefled 


wife. 


4 
To objerue the 
laws. 


or hath to do. This equity is both natural and univerfal. God 
himfelf keepeth his promife. Moreover, the Prince is the pledge 
and form or warrant ofthe law, and thofe natural bargains of his 
{ubjects. He ought then aboveall to keep his faith, there being, no- 
taing more odiousin a Prince than breach of promife and perjury ; 
and therefore ic was well faid, that a man ought to put it among 
thofe cafual cafes, if the Prince do abjure or revoke his promife, and 
that the contrary isnot to be prefumed. Yea, he ought to obferve 
thofe promifes and bargains. of his prédeceffors, efpecially, if he she 
their heir, or if they be torthe benefit and welfare of the Common- 
wealth. Alfo he may receive himfelf of his unreafonable contracts 
and promifes unadvifedly made,even as for the {elf fame caufes private 
men are relieved by the benetit of the Prince. 

He ought alfo to remember,that although he be above the law 
(1 mean the civil and human) as the Creatour is above the crea- 
ture (for thelaw is the work ofthe Prince,and that which he ma 
change and abrogate at his pleafure, it. isthe proper right of the So- 
vereignty) neverthelefle if it be in force and authority, he ought to 
keep it, to live, to converfe and judge according unto tt:and it would 
be a difhonourand a very evil example to contradi@ it, andas it 
were fallific it. Great Augujtus having done fomething againft the law, 
by his own proper a¢t, would needs die tor grief: Lycurgws, Avoft'aus 
Leleucus; have lett three notable examples in this point, and to their 
colt. 


‘Thirdly, 











The duty of Sovereigns, and Subjeds. 467° 
Thirdly, the Prince oweth juftice to all his fubjedts; and he ought 
¢o meafure his puiffance and power by the rule cf juftice. This is do juficr, | 
the proper virtue ofa Prince truly royal and Prince-like 3 wherefore Hl 
it was rightly faid by an old manto King Philip that delayed him hi: 
_ juttice, faying he had no letfure, That he thould then defiftand leave 
_ off tobe King. But Demetriys {ped not fo well, who was difpoffert 
ef his Realm by his fubjects; for caiting from a bridg iuto the Ris 
ver many of their Petitions, without anfwer, or doing taem juttice. 






































Finally, the Prince ought to love, cherifh, to be vigilant and 
careful of his State, as the husband of the wife, the pane of his ag inter 
children, the fhepherd of his flock, having alwaies before his eyes om good. ! 
the profit and quict of his fubjects. The profperity and welfare 
of the ftate is the end and contentment of a good Prince, mt Ref- Senec, I 
pub. opibus firma, coptis locuples g'orta ampla, virtute bhonefta fit : | 
That the Cimmon-wealth be ftrong in pow.r, rich in plenty , abound i 
in glory, bonet in viriue. The Prince that ticth himfelf to himéelf, } 
abufeth himfelf: for he is not hisown man, neither isthe State his, My 
but he is the State’s. Heis a Lord not todomineer, but to defend. 
Cui non civium fervitus tradita, fed tutela: To whom is committed 
not the fervitude of citizens, bur their f2fegard, to attend, to watch, 
tothe end his vigilancy may fecure his tleeping fubjects, his travel 
may give them reft, his providence may maintain their profperity, 
his induftry may continue their delights, his bufine{s their leifure, 
their vacation, and that allhis fubjects may underftand and know. q 
that he is as much for them, as he is above them. 

Fo be fuch,and to difcharge his duty well he ought todemean 
and carry himfelf as hath been faid at large inthe fecond and third 
- Chapters of this book, that is to fay, to furnifh himfelf of good 
counfel, of treafure, and fufficient ftrength wich his ftate to fortitie 
himfelf with alliance and forreign friends, to be ready and to com- 
mand both in peace and war 5. by this means he may beboth loved 
and feared. . 

And to contain all in a few words, he muft!ove God above all 8° 
things, be advifed. in his. enterprifes, valiant in attempts, faithful ; 
‘and firm in his word, wife in counfel, carcful of his fubjects, help- 
full to hisfriends, terrible to. his.enemies, pititul co.the afflicted, gene 
tleand courteous tothe good people, fevere to, the wicked, and juft : fe: | 
and upright towards all. : . the duty of 1 

The duty of fubjects confilteth in three points, to yield due ho- fudjeds, >” 
nour 
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The duty of Sovereigns, and Subjeds. 
‘nour, to their princes, as to thofe that carry the Image of Ged, ore 
dained and eftablithed by him; therefore they are moft wicked, 
who detract or flanders fuch were the feed of Cham and Chanaan 


Exod.1z. 2: Fo be obedient, under which is contained many duties, as to go 
to the wars, to pay tributes and impofts, impofed upon them by their 
authority. 3. To with them all profperity and happinefS, and to pray 
for them. 

16 But the queftion is, whether a man ought to yield thefe three 


duties generally to all Princes, it they be wicked, or tyrants. This 
controverfiecannot be decided in a word, and therefore we mutt 
diftinguith. The prince it a tyrant and wicked, either in the entrance, 
or execution of his government. If in the entrance, that is tofay, 


lawful to lay 
violest bands 
uponthe per- 


{" f & “ ° - 

Jom 9 an that hetreacherouily invadeth, and by his own force and powerful 
Adoublety- authority gains the foverainty without any right, be he otherwife 
vant. 


good or evil (for this caufe he ought to be accounted a Tyrant) 

I without all doubt we ought to refi't him either by way of juftice, 
Theentrance. if there be opportunity and place, or by furprife : and the Grecians,: 
faith Cicero, ordained in former times*rewards and honours for 

thofe that delivered the Commonwealth from fervitude and op- 

preflion. Neithercan it befaid to be a refifting of the prince, ei: 

ther by juftice or furprife, fice he is neither received nor acknowledg~= 

ed tobe a Prince. 

2 Ifin the execution, that is to fay, that his entrance be rightfuland 

Inthe executi- yuft, but that hecarrieth himfelf imperioufly, cruelly, and wickedly, 
an three waits: ard according to the common faying, Tyrannically ; itis then alfe 
to be diftinguifhed: for ic may be fo three wales, and every one 

Brertof [ee a- requireth particular confideration. The one is in violating the 
bove chap. 4. laws of God, and nature, that is to fay, againft the Religion of 
iss chap. of t)- the country, tae commandment of God, enforcing and conftrain- 
ranny and te- ino their confciences. In thiscafe he ought not to yield any duty or 
els obedience, following thofe divine axiomes, That we ought rather 
to obcy God than men, and fear him inore that commandeth the 
intire man, than thofe that have a power but over the leatt part. 

Yet he ought not to oppofe himfelf againit him by violence of fi- 
nifter means, which is another extremity, but to obferve the mid- 

dle way, whichis either to fly or fuffer fugere aut pati thele twore- 
medies arenamed by the doctrine of verity in the like extremities. 

2. The other leffe evil, which concerneth not the confciences, but 
only the bodies and the goods, is an abufe to fubjects, denying, 
- them juftice, imprifoning their perfons, and depriving them of their 


goods 






















































. The duty of Sovereigns, and Subjects. 

good. Inthe which cafe he ought, with patience and acknowledg- 
ment of the wrath of God, yield thefe 3 duties following, honour 
obedience, vowsand prayers: and to be mindful of 3. things, that 
all power and authority is from God, and whofoever refifteth the 
power, refiftcth the ordinance of God : Principi fummum rerum jndi~ 
cium ati dederunt: Subditis obfequit gloria relifta oft bonos principes 
voto expetere, qualefcunque tolerare. God hath given the foverezan 
judgment of affairs to the Prince: The glory of dutiful fervice is left to 
tbe fibjects : to defire by prayer good Princes, and tolerate them what- 
foever they be. And he ought not to obey a fuperiour, becaufe he is 
worthy and worthily commandeth, but becaufehe is a {uperiour, 
not for that he is good, but becaufe he is true and Jawful. There 
is great difference between true and good, every one ought to obey 
the law, not becaufe itis good and juft, but fimply, becaufeit is the 
law. That God canfeth an hypocrite to reign for the fins of the 
people, though he referve him for a day of his fury; that the 
wicked Prince is the inftrument.of his Juftice, the which we ought 
to endure as other evils , whieh the heavens do fend us; quomodo {te- Tacit. 
rilitatem aut nimios imbres @ c&tera nature mala, fie luxum & 
avaritiam dominantinm tolerare + As~ when we uffer fterility or 
unfeafonable weather, and other evils of nature, fo muft we endure 
the rit and covetonfneffe of our rulers. 3. The examples of S.azl, 
Nebuchadonof{or, of many Emperours before Cin/tantine, and others 
fince him as cruel tyrants as might be : towards whom neverthe- 
leffe thefe three duties have been obferved by good men, and enjoy- 
ned them by the Prophets and learned men of thefe days, accor-~ 
ding to the oracle of the great Doctor of truth, which inferreth 
an obedience to them which fitin the feat of Government, not- 
withftanding they oppreffe us with infupportable burthens,and their 
Government be evil. 

The third concerneth the whole State, when he would change 
or ruinate, {ceking to make it elective, of hereditary; or of an Arifto- 
cracy, or Demderacy, a Monarchy; or otherwife: And in this cafe 
he ought towithttand and hinder their proceedings, either by way 
of juftice, or otherwife: for heisnot matter of the fate, but onely a 
guardianand afurety. But thefeaffairsbelong not at all, butto the 
tutors and maintainers of the State, or thofe that are interefled 
therein, as electors of elective States} or Princes apparentin heredi= % Cogitationds 
tary States; or States general, that have fundamental laws. And this Ff. tee 
ae Arte : a . Siquis ton die 
is the onely cafe wherein itis lawful to refifi'a tyrant. .And allthis. 4, (e- 

Le 18 gvof. Ecclef, 


Tacit, 
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The duty ‘of Sovereigns and Subjects. : 


isfaid of fubjects, who are never permitted toattempt any thing 
againft a fovereign Prince for what caufe foever; and the laws fay 
thathe deferveth death, whoattempteth, or giveth counfel, and 
which intendeth, or onely thinkethit. But it ishonourable fora 
ftranger, yea.itis moft noble and heroicall ina Prince by warlike 
means to.defend a people unjuftly. opprefled, and to free them from 
tyranny 3 as Hercules did, and after Dien, Timoleon, and Tamber- 
iain, Prince of the Tartars, who overcame Bajazerh the Turkith Em- 
peror, and befieged Conftantinople. 

Thefe are the duties of fubjects towards their living Sovereigns: 
But it is apoint of juftice to examine their. life after they are dead. 
This is acuftom juft and very profitable, which benefiteth much 
thofe nations where it is obferved, and that which all good Princes 
do defire, who have caufe.to complain, that aman handleth theme- 
mory of the wicked as well as.theirs.. Sovereigns are companions 
if not matters of the laws; for feeing juftice cannot touch, their 
lives, there is reafon, it taketh hold of their. reputation, to the 
good. of their fucceflours.. We owe reverence and duty equally 
toall Kings, inrefpect of their dignity and office, but inward cfti- 
mation and affection to their vertue. We patiently enduse them, 
though unworthy as they are: We conceal their vices 3-fortheir 
authority and publick order where we live, hath need of. our 
common help; but after they are gone, there is no reafon to re- 
yet jultice, and the liberty of exprefling ourtrue thoughts, yea it 
is a very.excellent and profitable example,that we manifeft to the pof= 
terity faithfully. to obey a Majfter or Lord, whofe imperfections are 
well known. They who tor {ome private duty commit a wicked Prince 


to memory, do private juftice to the publick hurt, An excellent leffom: 
for a fucceflour, ifit were obferved. 


CAAP. XVIT. 
The duty of Magiftrates. 


f~Oed people ia common-wealth would love better to enjoy 


Fer what eaufe eafe of contentment, which good and excellent {pirits know 


Magifirates 


axe aligwed of, 


how to give themfelves in confideration of the goods’ of nature, 
and the effects of God, than to.undertake publick charges, were it 
not that they fear to beill governed, and by the wicked and there- 
fore they confent.to be magiftrates: but to hunt and: follow pubs 
lick charges, efpecially the judgment-feat, is bafe and vile, and 


. condemned! 
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The duty of Magiftrates. 474 

condemned by all good laws, yea even of the Heathen; witnefle the 

law Fulta de ambitu, unworthy a perfon of honour: and a fancan> 

not better expreffe his infufliciency, than by fecking for it. But it is 

moft bafe and vile by bribery or money to purchafe them; and there 

. is no merchandize more hateful and contemptible than it: for it 

| neceffarily followeth, that he which buyeth in groffe, felleth by re- 

tail: Whereapon the Emperour Severus {peaking againft the like in- 

convenience, faith thata man cannot jaftly condemn him which{k 

_ leth that he bought. 

Every man apparelleth himfelf, and putteth on his beft habit 2 

_ before he departeth his houfe to appear in publick; fo before a man 2°! 4 “agi= 
undertake publick charges, he ought privately to examine himfelt, ropes homie 
to learn to rule his paflions, and well to fettle and eftablith his mind. before he take 

A man bringeth not tothe Turney a raw unmannaged horfe; neither the charg. 

doth a man enter into affairs of importance, if he hath not been 

inftructed and prepared for it before : 0, before a man undertakes 

thefe affairs, and enters upon the flage and theater ofthis world, 

he ought to correct that imperfect and favage part inhim, to bridle 

and reftrain the liberty of affections, to learn the laws, the parts, 

and meafures thereof, wherewith ic ought to be handled in all 

occafions. But contrarily it is a very lamentable and ab{urd thing 

as Socrates faith, that although no man undertaketh the profeffion 

of any myftery or mechannical Art, which formerly he hath no 

learned 5 yet in publick charges, in the skill tocommand and obey i) 

_ well, to govern the world, the deepeft and difficulteft myftery of 

all, they are accepted, and undertake it, that know nothing at 

all. 
Magiltrates are intermixed perfons, placed between the Sovercign ond 

and private men, and therefore it behoveth them to know kow to foipuon of. 
command, and to obey, how to obey their fovercign, yield to the Magiftrates. 
power of fuperiour Magiftrates, honour their equals, command their 
inferiours, defend the weak,make head againift the great, and be juft to 
all: and therefore it was well faid, That magiftracy defcribeth a man, 
being to play in publick fo many parts, fs 
In regard of his Sovercign, the Magiftrate according to the di- whe dutyof 

verlity of the commands, ought diverfly to govern, or readily, or Migifirase, ” 

not at all to obey, or furceafe his obedience. Firft, in thofe com- touchirig the 

mands which yicld unto him acknowledgment and allowance, as Sovereign, 

are all the warrants of juftice, and of all other, where this claufe, 

Or any equivalent unto it (ifit appear unto you) or which are with- 
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As touching 
private men. 


Deut. 16: 





The duty of Magifirates. 
out attribution’ of allowance, juftand indifferent of themfelves he 
ought to obey,and he may eafily difcharge himfelf without any {cruple 
and danger. 

In thofe commands which attribute unto him no acknowledgment, 
but only the execution,as are warrants of command, if they be againft 
right and civil juftice, and that have in them claufes derogatory, he 
ought fimply to obey: for the Sovereign may derogate from the 
ordinary law, and this is properly that wherein. Sovereignty confift- 
eth, 

3. To thofe which are contrary to right, and contain no deroga~ 
tory claufe but are wholly prejudicial to the good and utility of the 
Common-wealth, what claufe foeverit hath, and though the Magit- 
trate knoweth it to be falfe,and enforceth againft right and by vio- 
lence, he eught not to yield readily in. thefe three cafes, but to hold 
them in fufpence, and to make refiftance ence or twice, and at the fe- 
cond or third command to yield. 

4. Touching thofe which are repugnant to the law of God and na- 
ture; he oughtto difmiffe and acquit himfelf of his office, yea to en- 
dure any thing, rather than obey or confent : and he need not fay that 
the former commands may. have fome doubt in them : becaufe natu- 
ral Juftiee is more clear than the light of the Sun. 


5. Allthis is good tobe done in refpe& of the things themfelves : 
But after. they are once done by the Sovereign, how evil foever they 
be. itis better to diffemble them, and bury the memory of them, than 
to ftir and lofe all (as Papinian did )Fraftra niti,& nibilalind nifi odium 
quereres extreme dementia oft: It isextreme filly to labour to no purpofe 
and toget nothing elfe but batred. 

In refpeé of private Subjects, Magiftrates ought to remember that 
the authority which they have over them, they have but at afecond 
hand, and hold it ofthe Sovereign, who alwaies remaineth abfolute 
Lord, and their authority is limited to a prefixed time. 

The Magifirate ought to be of eafie accefs,ready to hear and under- 
ftand all complaints and fuites, having, his gate open toall, and him- 
felf alway at hand 3. confideving he is not for himfelf, but for ally and 
fervant ofthe Common-wealth. Magna fervitus,magna fortuna : Great 

fortune is a.gveat fervitude. And for this caufe the law of Mofes provided 
that Judges and the Judgment feats were held at the gates of the 
Cities, to the end every man might have eafie accefle thereto. 
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The daty of the Magiffrates. 

He ought alfo indifferently to receiveand hear all, great and little, 
rich and poor, being open to alls» Therefore a wife man compareth 
him to analtar, whereto aman repaireth, being oppreffed and af- 
flicted, to receive fuccour and comfort. 

But he ought not to converfe. and be familiar with many 3; but 
with very few, and thofe very wife and advifed, and that fecretly: fur 
it debafeth anthority, it diminifheth and diflolveth the grace and 
reputation thereof. Cleon called to the Government of the Com- 
monwealth, affembled all his friends, and there renounced and 
difclaimed all intimation, or inward amity with them, as a thing 
incompatible with his charge 5 for Cicero faith, he depriveth hiin- 
felf of the perfon of a Friend, that undertaketh that ofa Judg. 


His office is efpecially in two things, to uphold and defend the Cic. fib. r. 
honour, the dignity, and the right of his Sovereign, and of the weal- Officior. 


publick which hé reprefenteth: Gerere\ perfonam civitatis, ejus dig- 
nitatem & decus fuftineres toreprefent the perfon of the City, to uphold 
the dignity and glory thereof, with authority and mild fverity. 

Then asa good and loyal Interpreter, and Officer of the Prince, 
he ought exactly to fee that his will be performed; that isto fay, the 
law, of which heis the Minifter, and itis his charge to fee it dili- 
gently executed towards all, therefore he is culled the living law, the 
{pcaking law. 

Although the Magiftrate ought wifely to temper mildnefs with 
rigour, yet itis better fora Magiftrate to be fevere and cruel, then 
gentle, facil, and pittiful ; And God forbiddeth to be pittiful in 
judgement. A fevere Judg holdeth fubjects in obedience of the 
laws: amilde and pititul makes them to contemn the laws, the 
Magiftrates, and the Prince, who made both. Tobe brief, te dif 
charge well his office, there is required two things, honefty and 
courage. The firft hath need of the fecond. The firft preferveth the 
Magiltrate free from avarice, reipect of perfons, of bribes, which 
is the plague, and. fmoother of truth, (Acceptatio munerum preva- 
ricatto eft veritatis : An accepting of gifs, is a prevarication of the 
tru.b.) Fromthe corruptionof juftice, which Plato calleth an hal- 
lowed virgin: Alfo from paflions, of hatred, of love, and others, 
all enemics co right and equity. Butto carry himfelf well againtt 
the threatnings of great men, the importunate intreaties of his 
friends, the lamentations and tears of the poor diftreffed, which 
are all violent and forcible things, and yet have fome colour of rea~ 
Ii 3 | fon 

















































Exod. 2 


The duty of the great and fuall. 


fon and juftice, aud which maketh fometimes the moft refolute to 
relent; he had need of courage: firm and inflexible conttancy isa 
principal quality and vertue in a Magiftrate, to the end he may not 
tear the great and mighty, and be not moved and mollified with 
the mifery of another,though it carry with it fome fhew of goodnefs. - 
But yet it is forbid to have pity of the poor in judgement. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


The duty of great and {mall. 


"THe duty of the great confiftethin two things, in endeavouring 

by all means, to {pend their bloud and ability, for the defence, 
and confervation of piety, juftice, of the Prince, of the State, and 
generally for the welfare and good of the Common-wealth 3 of 
which they ought to be pillars and fupporters; andafterin defend- 
ing and protecting the poor afflicted and oppreffed,refifting the vio- 
lence of the wicked: and like good blood, torun to the wounded 


part, according tothe Proverb; That good blood, that is to fay, no- 


ble and generous, cannot lie, that isto fay, deceive whete is need. 
By thismeans, Mifes became the head of the Jewifh Nation under- 
taking the defence of men injured, and unjuftly trod under-foot. 
Hercules was deified for delivering the oppreffed from the hands of 
Tyrants, Thofe that have done thelike, have been-called Heroes, 
and demi-gods; and to. the like, all honours have been anciently 
ordained, that is,to fuch as dcferved well of the Common-wealth, 
and were the deliverers of the oppreffed. It isno greatnefs for aman 
tomake himfelfe to. be feared, (except it be of his enemies) and to 
terrific the world, as fome have done, which alfohave procured them 
hate. Oderint coscm metuant, They bate whom they fear. It is better 
to be beloved, than adored. This commeth of anatural pride, and 
inhumanity, to contemn and difdain other men, asthe ordure and 
excrements of the world, and as if they were not men; and from 
thence they grow cruel, and abufe both the bodies and goods of the 
weak, athing wholly contrary to true greatnefS and honour, who- 
ought to undertake the defence thereof. 

The duty ofinferiours towards their fuperiours confifteth in two 
points in honouring and reverencing them, not only ceremomiouily 
and iqoutward fhew, which hemutt do as wellto the good. as the 
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Of Fortitude er Valour iv general. 


evil, but with love and affection, if they deferve it, andare lovers of 
the Common-wealth. Thefe are two things, to honour and to e- 
ftcem, which are due toghe good and truly great :to othersta bend 
the knee, to bow the body, not the heart, which is to efteem and 
love. Moreover, topleafe them by humbly and. ferviceable duties, 
and to infinuate into their favour, 
Principibus placuiffe viris non ultinea laus eft: i 
The praife is not the leaf, 
To pleafe men of the bet. 

And to make himfelf capable of their prote@ion 3 which if he 

cannot procure them to be his friends, yet at theleaft, not to make 
them his enemies,which muft bedone with meafure and difcretion. 
For over-greedily to avoid their indignation, orto feek their grace. 
and favour, befides, that itis a teftimony of weaknefs, iris filently to 
condemn them of injuftice and cruelty: Non ex proféffo cavere ane 
fugere : nam quem quis fugit, damnats Not of fet purpofe 40 beware ‘ 
and avoid : for he whom any man fhunneth, he condemmeth > ox to ftir 
up inthema defire to execute their fury, feeing fo bafe and fearful a 
fubmuiflion. 
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Of Fortitude the third Vertue. | 
PREFACE. 






"THe two former precedent virtues, rule and govern men in com- 
pany, or with another : thefetwo following rule him inhim- 
felf : for himfelf refpecting the two vilages of fortune, the two heads 
and kindes of all accidents, Profperity, and Adverfity : for fortitude 
armeth a man againft adverfity, Temperance guideth him in profpe- 
rity : moderating the two brutifh parts of our fouls forticude ru- 
leth the irafcible, temperance the concupifcible ; Thefe two virtues 
may wholly be comprifed and underftood by this word Conftancy, Vt 
which isa right and equal ftayednef$ of the minde, in all accidents 1 
and outward things, whereby he is not puffed up in profperity, not 
dejected in adverfity. Nec adverfis frangitury nec profperis eftuct, 
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Of Fortitude or Valour in general. 


CHA Pox TX. 
Of Fortitude or Valour in generale 


I 
She dsfeviption Alour (for this vertue is more properly fo called, than fortitude) 
J is a right and ftrong refolution, an equal and uniform ftayed- 
nef of the mind againft all dangerous, dithcult, and dolorous acci- 
dents : in fuch fort, that difficulty and danger is the object and 
matter wherein it is exercifed: to be bricf, it is all. that which hu- 
Senec, mane weaknels feared. Timendorumcoutemptrix, que serribiliz, & fub 
jugum libertaters noftram mittentia, defpicit, provocat, frangit : It 
contemnerh things to be feared, defpifeth, challengeth and deftroyeth dread- 
ulthings, ana bringeth our liberty into bondage. 

| 2 Of all the vertues in greateft eftimation and honour, this is moft 
Hite! athe praifeshere- renowned, which for the prerogative thereof, is fimply called 
OW ea | of virtue. That is the more difficult, the more glorious, which produ- 
ei ceth the greateft, famous, and moft excellent effets, it containeth 
id magnanimity, patience, conftancy, an invincib'e refolution, heroical 
virtues, whereupon many have fought the inconveniencies that be- 
long, thereunto, with greedinefs to attain fo honourable imploy- 
ment: This virtue is an impregnable Bulwark, acompleat armour 
ft to encounter all accidents. Munimentum imbecillitatis humane in- 
i Senec= expugnabile : quod Gui cireumdedit fibi, fecurus in bac vile obfidione 
erdurat: An invincible fortre{s of humane weaknels, that whofoever 

armeth bimfelf withall, continueth fecure in this fiege of life. 


of valomr. 


Ne .9 | But because many do miftake and in place of the only true ver- 


a 
al alg us 32 ie ia : acts ; 
! of imperfe tue, conceive the f:lfe and baftardly valours 5 I willindeclaring more 
4 ible va- at Jarge,the nature and definition thereof expel thofe popular errors 
te nes that are here intruded. We will note then in this vertue, four con- 


bt : ditions; the firft is generally and indifferently againit all forts of 
ia | difficulties and dangers + wherefore they are deceived, that think 
ee St there isno other valour than the military, which only they efieem, 
. A ge Ya Lecaufe, it may be, it 1s moft renowned and glorious, and carrieth 
Mie! greatek reputation and honour, which isthe tongue and trumpet of 
uth, there is more fame and glory there- 
; Now thisis but a fmall part, anda little 
| entire, perfeét, anduniverfal, whereby a 
in bed with his gricfs, as in 


Aaa immortality ; for to fay tr 
inthan pain and danger. 
| ray or light of the true, 
i man isone and the famein company 


the ficld, as little fearing, 
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death in. his houfe, asiathe Army, This. 
mi- | 
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Of Fortituda FP Se OANA Ae S| , 407 
—itiary valour is pure and natural in beafts: with whomit is as 

well in femalesasin males; inimen it is often artificial, gotten by 

fear, and the apprehention of captivity, of death, of grief, of poverty; 

of which things, Beafts have no fear. Humane valour isa wile cow- 
ardline(s, afear accompanied with fore-fight, to avoid one evil by 

another; choler is the temper and filethereof: Beafts have it fim- 

ply. In men. alfo it is attained by ufe, inftitution, example, cuftom 1 
and it isfound in bafe and flavifh minds: of a fervant, or flave, or 

factor, or fellow trained up in merchandife,is made a good and valiant 
fouldier, and often without any tincture or inftra¢tion of virtue and 

true philofophical valour. 

The fecond condition, it prefuppofeth knowledg, as wel] of the 4 
difficulty, pain, and danger, which there is inthe action that 1s pre. Zimerity or 
fented; as of the bueaty, honefty, juftice, and duty required in. the ##?/4/ty, 
enterprife or fupport thereof. Wherefore they are deceived, that 
make valour an inconfiderate temerity, or a fenfelefs brutith ftupidis 
ty; Now eft inconfulta temcritas, nec periculoram amor, nec formi- 
dabilium appetitio, diligentifima in tutcls fui forti:udo ot: & eadem 
paticntiffima eorum quibus falfa fpecies malorum eft: It is not an ine a || 
confider ate rafonefs nor a love of danger, mr a d-fire of dreadful things; but if 
fortitude is moft diligent in thefafegard of a mans [elf and mt patient in 
thofe things wherein there is a falfe {bew of evils. Virtue cannot be with- | 
out knewledg and apprehenfion, a man cannot truly contemn the : 
danger which he knoweth not; ifa min will alfo acknowledg this 1 
virtue in Beafts, And indeed, they that ordinarily attempt without i 
any forefight or knowledg, when they come to the point of executions th 
’ the fenfe is their beft intelligence. 

The third condition; this is a refolution and Rayednefs of the 5 
mind, grounded upon the duty, and the honefty, and juftice, of the Bodily rengths. 
enterprife; which refolution never flacketh, whatfoever hapneth; = 
until he have valiantly ended the enterprife, or his-lifes. Many of; 
fend againft this condition, firft, and more grofly, they that feek | 
this virtue in the body, and in the power and itrength of the limbs. 

Now valour is nota quality ofthe body, but of the mind; adethed 
firength, not of the arms and legs, but, of the courage, The efti- 
mation and valour of aman, confifteth in his heartand will: here 
lieth his true honour, and the only advantage and true ;. the victory: 
over his enemy, is to. terrific him, and to arm himfelf againft his. 
conftancy and wirtues all other helps are firange and borrowed 
| frenzth, 
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Art and In- 
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Ot Favtstude an Valour dn eeneral, 
firength of arms and legs is the quality of a porter + tolmMake anne, 
to ftoop, to dazzel his eyes at the light of the fun, is an accident of for- 
tune. He whofe courage faileth not for any fear of. death, quelleth not 
in his conftancy and refolution : and though he fall-heis nor vanguifhs 
ed of his adverfary (who pezhaps ma yin effect, be but a bafe fellow ) 
but of fortune; and therefore he is to accufe his own unhapginefs, 
and mot his negligence. The moft valiant, are oftentimes the moh un: 
fortunate. Moreover, they are-deceived, which difquiet themfelves, 
and make account of thofe vain Thrafonical brags of {uch {waggering 
Braggadochios,who by their lofty looks,and brie words, would win 
credit of thofe chat are valiant and hardy, 1f aman would do them fo 
much favour, as to believe thems 
séoreover, they that attribute valour to fubtility and craft, or to 
art or Induftry, do much more profane it, and make it playa bafe 
and abjettpart. This is to difpuife things, and to place a falfe ftone 
for a true, The Lacedem nlans permitted no Fencers nor mafter- 
wreftlersin their Cities, to the end, their youth might attain their 
to by nature, and not by Art. We account it a bold and hardy thing 
to fight with a Lion, a Bear, a wild Bore) which incounter a man 
only according to nature; but not with Walps, for they ufe fubti- 
lity, Alexander would not contend in the Olympick games, faying, 
there was no equality; becaufe a private man might overcome, and 
a King be vanquifhed. Moreover, it is not fitting for a man of ho- 
nour, to try and adventure his valouriaathing, wherein bafe fel- 
low, infructed by rule, may gain the price. For fuch vidory com: 
eth not of virtue, nor uf courage, but of certain artificial tricks and 
inventions: wherein the bafcft will do that, which a valiant man 
knoweth not, neither fhould he regard to doit. Fencing is a trick 
of Art, which may be attained by bafe perfons, and men ofnoac- 
count. And although infamous and rufhin-like fellows are apt to 
hight, or do any thing in Cities or Towns, with the dexterity of the 
{word ifthey fee an enemy, would they not run away ?. Even (o is 
it in that, which is attained by long habit and cuftom, as builders, 
tumblers, mariners, who undertake dangerous things, and more difz 
ficult than the moft valiant, being trained and inftrudted therein from 
their youth. 
Finally, they which confider not fufficiently, the motive and Cire 
cumftance”of actions, wrongly attribute to valourand virtue, that 
which appertaineth and belongeth to paffion or particular intent, 
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Of Fortune or valour in general. 


For asitis not properly virtue, nor juftice to be loyal and offcious 
cowards fome, which a man particularly loveth 5 nor temperance, to 
abftaim from thé carnal pleafure ofhis fitter, or of his daughter; nor 
liberality towards his wife and Children: fo itis not true valour'to 
adventure himfelf to any danger, for his own benefit and particular 
fatisfaction. Wherefore ifit be for gain, as{pies, pioners, traitors, 
merchants on the Sea, mercenary fouldiers 5 if for ambition or re 
| putation to be efteemed and accounted valiant, as the moft part of 
| our men of war, who fay, being naturally carried thereunto, that if 
| they thought they thould lofe their life, would not go 3 if weary of 
his life through pain and grief, as the fouldier of Aztigonus, who liv- 
| ing in extreem torment, by the means of filtula he had, was hardly 
toattempt all dangers, being healed avoided thems if to prevent 
fhame, captivity, or any other evils if through fury, and the hear 
of choler: to be brief, if by paflion or particular confideration, as 
| Ajax, Gataline, itis neither valour nor virtue 5 Sicut non martyrens: 
pana, fic necforiem pugia, fed canfa fecit : Asthe torment maketh not a 
martyr,fo doth not the confirci make a valiant man, but the canje. 








The fourth condition, Ft ought to be, in the execution thereof 


° . ~ ° : . * Fy 9 
wife and-difcreet, whereby many falfe opinions are rejectedin this _ ,.. o 
matter, which are,notto hide themfelves from thofe evils, and in- Inds{creistn». 


conveniences that threaten thems neither to fear left they furprife 
us, nor to fly, yea not to feel the firft blows, as the noife of thundex 
or fhot, or the fall of fome great building. Now thisis tounder- 
fiand amiffe: for fo that the mind remain firm and entire in its 
own place and difcourfe, without alteration, he may outwardly dif ii 
quiet and make a ftir. He may lawfully, yea, itis honowrable too- 
verthrow, to undo, and to revenge himntelfofevils, by all means, 
and honeft endeavours: and where there 1s no remedy, to carry 
himfelf with a fettled refolution. Mens timmtota manets lachryme 
voluuntur inaness Vain tears flow apace, but the*mind remaineih im= 
moveable. Socrates mocked thofe that condemned fight: What, | 
faith he, is it cowardlynefs to beat and vanquifh them by giving. i 
them place? Homer commendeth in his Uliffes the skill ro fly iy 
the Lacedemonians profeffors of valour, in- the journey of the Plite- 
ans, retired the better to break and diflolve the Perfiax-Troop, 
which otherwife they could not do, and overcame them. This: h 
hath been prattifed by the molt warlike people. In other places J 
the Stoicks themfclves allowed to wax pale, to tremble at the rth | 
MLO CORs 1 | 
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480 of Fortitude, or Valour in particular. 


Cadden encounter, fo that it proceed no farther into mind aud courage 
And this is valourin grofle, There are things which are jaftly tobe 
feared and flied, as hipwracks,lightnings,and thofe where there is no 
remedy, neither place of virtue, prudence, valour. 


Of Fortisede and V alowr in particular. 


rhe propofition o divide the matter and difcourfe of that which is here tobe faid, 
and divifion of § thisvirtue isexercifed and employed againit all that which the 
this matter. world accounteth evil, Now this evil is twofold, external and inter: 

nal, the one proceedeth from without, it is called by divers names, ad- 

verfity, affliction, injury, unhappincffe, evil and finifter accidents : 

The other is inward in the mind, but caufed by that which is outward: 
a Théle are hateful and hurtful paflions, of fear, fadnefS, choler, and 
mee ania | | divers others. We mutt {peak of them both;prefcribe means and reme- 
dies to overcome, fupprefs and rule them. Thefe are the auguments 
Mae and counfels of our virtue, fortitude and valour. It confifteth then here 
By of two parts, the one of evils or ill accidents, the other of paflions, 
f : which proceed thereof. The general advice againit all good and evil 
fortune, hath been declared betores we will {peak here more {pecially 
and particularly thercot. 


t CHAP. XX, 
The firjt part of outward evits. 


: syejatenens E will confider thefe outward. evils three wayes, in their cau- 
My shear: (es. which fhall be declared in this Chapter; afterward in their 
: and comparifon 7. BENS Sark ; - 
) of evils by their effects 5 Jaftly, in themfelves diftinclly, and particularly every kind of 
4 i caufes. them: and we will give advice and means in them all, by virtue to be 
' ii armed againt{t them, . 
iF i The caufe of evil’and hateful accidents which happen to us all, are 
by | : either common and general, which at the fame inftant they concern 
Bi Wiles a many, as peftilence, tamine, war, tyranny ¢ And thefe evils are for 
mh) | the moft part {courgesfent of God, and from heaven, or at leaft, the 
2 proper and neereft caufe thereof we cannot properly know > Or 
: | particulars, and. thofe that are known, that is to fay, by the 
. means of another. And fo there are two forts of evils publick 
| and private. Now the common evils, that is to fay, proceeding 


hd ef a publick caufe, though they concern every one in particular, 
: are 































oe aa a 








qhe firft part of oniward evils, 485 
_ are in divers kinds, more or leffe grievous, weighty and dangerous, 
) than the private, whofe caufes are known. More grievous, for 
j they come by flocks and troops, they affail more violently, with 
} greater {tir of vehemency and fury: they havea greater concourfe } 
j. and train: they are more tempeftuous, they bring fourth greater | 
} diforder and confufion. Leffe grievous : becaufe generality and, | 
community feemeth to mitigate and leffen every mansevil. Itis a | 
kind of comfort, not to be alone in mifery: it is thought to be 
rather a common unhappineffle, where the courfe of the world and 
| the caufe is natural,than perfonal affliction. And indeed thofe wrongs 
_ which a man dothus, torment usmore, wound us to the quick, and 
| much more alter us. Both thefe two have their remedies and com- 
| forts. 
Again{t publick evils, a man ought toconfider from whom, and Zi: 
by whom they are fcnt, and to marke their caule. Itis God, his pro- Th advice a- 
vidence, from whence cometh and dependeth an abfolute neceffity, £97 Publick. 
| which governeth and ruleth all, whereunto all thingsare fubjedt. ee 
| His providence, and deftiny, or neceflity, are not, to fay the truth, efiny, : 
two diftin®& laws in effence, re6vo1a xai dve'yuyyneither are they one. 
The diverfity is only in the confideration and different reafon. 
Now to murmur and to be erijeved at the contrary, is, firft of all, 
fuch impiety, as the like is not elfewhere found: for al] things do it 
guietly obey, man only torments him(elf. And again it isa folly, 
becaufe it isvain and to’no purpofe. If a man will not follow this 
fovereign and abfolute miftris willingly, it thall carry all by force ; 
Adhoc Sacrameninm adatti {umus ferre mortalia, nec perturbariiis, que 
vitarenoltre poteltatis non eft : inregny nati fumus, Deo parere libertas efts 
We are brought to this neceffity,to fuffer mortal ibings,and not to be troubled. 
at thofe things which are notin our power to avoid: we are bern in a king~ . 
dom, itis freedom.to obey God. 








{ 


Define fata deiim flecti fperare querendo : 
Surceafete think that deftiny. 
Can by complaining be put by. 
Thereis no better remedy, than to-apply our wills: to’the will 
thereof; and according to the advice of wifdom to make a virtue 
of neceflity, Now eft alind « uginm neceffitatiz, quam velle guod 
ipfa cogat : There is no other avotding of neceffity, than to will thas: 
which i conftraineth. In feeking to contend or difpute agintt if, 
we do bur fharpen @nd ftir the evils Leto animo ferre quicgutd ac~ 
ciderit, 
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The firft part of outward evils. 


cideret, guaft tibi volueris accidere, debuiffes enim velle, fi fciffes ex 
decreto Dei fiert: Io fuffer with a cheerful minde, whatfoever shall 
happen, a if thow wouldet bave it bippen unto thees for thou oughteft 
to be willing, if thou knowet it to be done by the decree of God. Be- 
fides we fhall better profit our felves, we fhall do that which we 
ought to do, which is to follow our general and fovereign who hath 
fo ordained it: Optimum pati, quod emendare non pofis: & Deum, 
cuo authore cuncta proveniunt, fine murmuratione comitart. Ma- 
lus miles oft qui imperatorem gemeus fequiiur : It is an excellent 
thing patiently to fuffer what rho canft not remedy, And to yield 
unto God without murmuring, from whom, as authour, all things pro- 
ceed. He is an evil fouldier that felloreth bis Commander with grudg- 
ing. And without conteftation to allow for good whatfoever he 
will. It is magnanimity ofcourage to yield unto him. Magnus 
animus qui fe Deo tradiit: Itis magnanimity to yield himfelf unto God. 
It is effeminacy and daftardlynefs to murmur or complain 3 pufillus 
& degener qui obluciatur, de ordine mundi male exiftimat, & emendare 
mavult Deum quam fe: Hets bafe and ignoble, that{truggleth againft bim; 
he judgeth ill of the order of the world,,and bid raiber amend God than him- 
jaf 

Againft thofe private evils, which do proceed from the a@ of 
another, and which pierce usmore, we ought firlt well to diftinguith 
them, left we miftake them. There is difpleafure, there is offence, 
We often conceive ill ofanother, who notwithftanding hath not 
offended us neither in deed nor will, as when he hath either de-~ 
manded, or refufed any thing with reafon, but yet was then hurtful 
unto us: for fuch caufes it is too great fimplicity to be offended, fince 
that they are not offences. Now there are two forts of offences, 
the one croffeth our affairs againft equity; thisisto wrong us: the 
others are applyed to the perfon, whois contemned by it, and han- 
dled otherwife than it ought, be it in deed or in word. Thefe are 
more grievous and harder to be endured,than any other kind of afflic- 
tion. 

The firft and g-neral advice againft all thefe forts of evils, is to be 
firm‘and refolute, not to fufter himfelfto beled by common opinion 
but without paflion to contider of what weight and importance 
things are, according to verityand reafon. The world fufferethit 
felf to be perfwaded and led by 1mpreihon. How many are there, 
that make lefs account to reccive.a great wound, thana little blow ? 
more account of a word,than of death? To be brief, all is mea~ 
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The firft part of outward evils. 


fured by opinion: and opinion offendeth more than the evil; and our 
impatience hurts us more, than thafe of whom we complain. 

The other more particular counfels and remedies are drawn firf 
from our {felves, (and this is that we mutt firft look into.) Thefe pre- Particn'a ad- 
tended offences may arifeof our own defectsand weaknels. This vif mens 
might be a folly grounded upon fome defect, in our own perfon, nad 
which any one in derition would counterfeit. It is folly to grieve ati ade 
and vex himfelf for that which proceedeth not from his own fault. 

The way to prevent others in their {coffs, is hrft to {peak and to let 

them know, that you know as muchas they cantell yous. ific be that 

the injury hath taken his beginning by our default, and that we 

have given the occafion of this abule, why fhould we be offended 

therewith ? forit is not offence, but a correction, which he ought to 

receive, and make ufe of as a punifhment; But for the mof part it 

proceedeth of our own proper weaknefs, which makes us melancholy. 

Now he ought toquit himfelf of all thofe tender delicacies, which 

make him live unquietly ;_ but witha manly courage, ftrong & ftoutly 

to contemn, and tread underfoot, the indifcretions and follies ofano- 

ther. It is nofign that a man is found, if he complain when one touch- 

eth him. Never thalt thou be at reft if thou frame thy felf to all that is 

| prefented. 

_. They are alfo drawn fromthe perfon that offendeth. We repre- 6 

fent in general the manners and humors of thofe perfons with Of thof: who 
whom we are to liveinthe world. The moft part of men take no #4 
delight but. to do evil, and meafure their power by the difdain and, 

| the injury of another. So few there are which tafte pleafure to do 

well. We ought then to make account that: whitherfoever we turn. 

us, we fhall tnd thofe that willl harm, and offendus. Wherefo» 

ever we fhall find men, we fhall tind injuries. Thisis fo certain and: 

neceffary, that the Lawyers themfelves, who rule the traffick and af. 

faires of this world, have winked at, and permitted in .diftributive. 

and communicative juftice many efcapes.in Law. They have per- 

mitted deceit and hindrances-even to the one halfof the juft. prife. . 

This neceflity to hurt and offend cometh, trft of the contrariety 
and incompatibility of humours and wills, whereof it cometh that 
a-man is offended: without will,to offend. Fhen-. from the con- 
currence and oppofition of. affairs, which anferreth that the. 
pleafure, profit, and good.cf one, is the difpleafure., dammage, 
and ill of. others; and it. cannot be  otherwife, following, 
this common. and. general, picture. of the world; if he who of- 
fendeth i 
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The frit part of oxtward evils, 
fendeth thee is infolent, a fool, and rafhas he is, ( foram honeft man 
never wrongeth any)-wherefore complaineit thou, fince he is no 
more his own man, than as a mad man ?: Youcan well endurea 
furious man without complaint, yea, you will pitty him; an inno- 
cent, an infant,a woman, you will laugh atthem: a fool, a drunken 
man, acholerick, an indifcrect man in like fort, Wherefore when 
thefe people affail us with words, weought not to anfwerthem : 
we muft hold our, peace, and quit ot felves of them. Itis an ex- 
cellent and worthy revenge, and grievous to a fool, not to make 
any account of him; forit is to take away that pleafure which he 
thinketh to have in vexing us, fince our filence condemns his fimpli- 
city, and his own temerity is{mothered in his ownmouth: ifaman 
an{wer him, he makes him his equal, and, by efteeming him too 
much; he wrongs himfclf. Male loguuntur quia Lene loqui nefciunt, 
faciunt quod folent & [{ciunt, male quia mali, & fecundine fe: They 
Speak evil becaufe they know not how to [peak well, they do what they 
are ufedto,and what they knowsevilly becaufe they are evil,and according to 
them/elves. 

Behold then for conclufion the advice and counfel of wifdom: 
we muft have refpect unto ourfelves, andunto him that offendeth 
us. As touching ourfelves, we muft take heed we donothing un- 
worthy and unbefitting our felves, that may give anotheradvan- 
tage againit us. An unwife man that diftrufteth himfelf, growes 
into paflion without caufe,and thereby gives incouragment to ano- 
ther to contradi&t him. This is a weaknefs of the mind, not to 
know to contemn offence: an honeft man is not fubje@ tu injury: 
heis inviolable: an inviolable thing is not only this, that a man 
canot be beat, but being beaten, neither receiveth wound nor hurt. 
This refolution is a moft ftrong bulwark againft all accidents; that 
we can receive no evil, but of our felves. If our judgment be as 
it ought, we are invulnerable. And therefore we alwaies fay 
with wife Socrates 3  Anitus, and Melitus may well put me 
to death, but they fhall never inforce me to do that I ought not. 
Moreover, an honettman, as he never giveth occafion of injury to 
any man, fo he cannot endure to receive an injury; Ledere enim le- 
dique conjuntium eft, For to burt and to be burt, are near neighbours. 
This is a wall of brafle, which a manis not able to pierce; fcotfes 
and injuries trouble him not. Touching him that hath offended 
us, if you hold him vain and unwife, handle him accordingly, and fo 


leave him: if he be otherwife, excufe him, Imagine that he ne 
ad 









Of outward evils, confidered in their effe's and fruits. 
had occafion, and that itis not for malice, but by mifconccit and neglia 
ence heis vexation enough to himfelf, and he wifheth he had never 
done it.Moreover,] fay,that like good Husbands, we muft make profit 
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g and commodity of the injuries that are offered us. Which. we may do 
fat the lealt two wayes, which refpect the offender, and the offended, 
The one, that they give us occafion to know thofe that wrong us, ta 
the end, we. may the better fly then at anothertime. Such a man hath 
| flandered thee, conclude prefently, that he is malicious, and truit him 
_ no more. The other, that they difcover unto us our infirmity,and the 
means whereby we are eafily beaten; to the end, we thould amend & 
repair Our defects, left another take occafion to fay as much or more. 
What better revenge cana man take of his enemies,than to make pro- 
| fit of their injuries,& thereby better and more fecurely to manage our 


affairs ? 


CHAP. XXI. 


Of outward evils confidered in their effvs 





Freer the caufes of evil, we come to the effeGs and fruits thereof, 
‘ where are alfofound true prefervatives and remedies. The ef- Géneval effeG 
fects are many, are great, are gencral and particular. The general re- very profitable, 
{pect the good, maintenance and culture of the univer fal. 
Firft ofall, the world would be extinguithed, would perith,and 
be loit, ifit were not changed, troubled, and renewed by thefe great 
accidents of peftilence, famine, war, mortality; which feafon, per- th 
| fect and purite it, to the end, tofweeten the reft, and give more li- | 
berty and eafeto the whole. Without thefe, a° man could neither \ 
| turn himfclf nor be fetled. Moreover, betides the variety and in 
terchangeable courfe, which they bring both tothe beauty and or- 
nament of the univerfe, alfo all parts of the world are benefited 
thereby. Therude and barbarous are hereby-polithed and refined, 
Arts and {ciences are dilperfed and imparted unto all. This is as 
}- agreat Nurfery, wherein certain Trees are tran{planted from other | 
ftocks, others pruned and pulled up by the root, all for the good and 1 
beauty of the Orchard, Thefe good and general confiderations, | 
eught to remain and refolve every honeft and reafonable mind, and 
tohinder the curious inguiry of men, intothofe great and turbulent | 
accidents, fo ftrange and wonderful, fince they are the works 
of God and Nature, and that they do fo notable a fervice in 
the general courfe of the world. For we muft think, that that 
K k which . 
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Of ontward evils, confidered intheir effets, Ove. 
whichis a loffe in one refpect, isa gain in another;and to {peak more 
plainly,nothing is loft; but fuch is the courfe of the world,fo it chang- 
eth,and foit is accommodated. Vir fupiens nibil indignetur nifi accipere, 
Sctatque ila ip(a quibus ledi videtur, ad comfervationem untverfi pertinere, 
& ex his effe, que curfum mundi officiumque confummant: Let a wife man 
difdain nothing that (ball bappen unto him, and let bim know, that thofe 
things that feem burifil #nto him, pertain to the prefervation of the whole u- 
niverfe, and to be of the naiure of thofe things that finifh ap the courfé and 
effice of the world. 

The particular effects are divers, according to the divers {pirits. 
lees. rand flatesof thofe that receive them. For they exercifé the good, re 
Particniar ef- . d ; 
fells are divers, lueve and amend the fallen, punifh the wicked. Of every one a words. 
1. Lib. of the for hereof we have {poken elfe-where. Thefe outward evils are, in 
shree verities; thofe that are good, a very profitable exercife, and an excellent 
MEE {chool, wherein (as Wreftlers and Fencers, Marriners ina tempeft, 
| Souldiers in dangers, Philofophers in their Academiés, and in all 
He ee other forts of people, in the ferious exercife of their profeflion) they 

ee are inftructed, made and formed unto virtue, conftancy, valour, the 
eh | victory of the world and of fortune. They learn toknow themfelves, 
to make tryal of themfelves, and they fee the meafure of their valour, 
the uttermoft of their firength; how far they may promife or hope 
of themfelves, and then they encourage and ftrengthen themfelves 
to what is beft, accuftom and harden themfelves to all, became refo= 
li : Jute and invincible 3 whereas contrarily, the long calm of profperity 
mollifeth them,and maketh them wanton and effeminate. And there- 
fore Demetrius was wont to fay, that there were no people more mife- 
Dean ge rable, than they that had never felt any croffes or affliGtions, that had 
li q never been mifesable, calling their life a dead fea, 
A j Thefe outward evils, to fuch as are offenders, are a bridle to flay 
| i ie a them, that they fumble not,or a gentle correction, and fatherly rod 
‘ chafifement.. after the fall, to put them in remembrance of themfelves, to the end, 
; they make nota fecond revolt: They area kind of letting bloud,and 
, i rie medicine,or prefervative to divert faults and offences era purgation 
on | to void and purifie them. 
| i ; To the wicked and forlorn they are a punifhment, afickle to cut 
ah | aswifsoots them off, and totake them away, or to aflidt them with a long and 
Ba Reis miferable languifimenr. And thefe are the wholfom and neceffary. 
effects, tor which thefe outward evils are not only to be efteemed 
| f of aud quictly taken. with patience, and in good part, as the exploits 
< } ‘J 
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wl Giving juitice, but. are to-be embraced as tokens and inftruments 
of 
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Of outward evils, eve, 


of the care, of the love and providence of God, and men are to make 3 


prohtable ule of them, following the purpofe and intention of him, 


who fendeth and difpofeth them as pleafech him. 
Of outward evils in themfelves and particulirly, 
AN ADVERTISEMENT. 


LL thefé evils, which are many and divers.are privations of their 
contrary good, as likewife the name and nature of evil do tigni- 
fie, And therefore as many heads asthere are of good, fomany are 
there of evils, which may all be reduced and comprehended in the 
number of feven 3; ficknefs, grief, (1 conclude thefe two in one) cap- 
tivity, banifhment, want. infumy, loffe ot friends, death; which are 
the privations of health, liberty, home dwelling, means or mainte- 
ance, honours, friends, life,whereof hath been {poken before at large. 
We will here inquire into the proper and particular remedies and 
medicines, againft thefe feven heads of evils, and that briefly witgout 
aifcourfe. 


CHAP. XXII. 


Of ficknefs and grief. 


%X7E have faid before, that gricf is the greateft, and to fay the 

Y truth, the only effential evil,which is mot felt, and hath leak 
remedies. Neverthel:fle, behold fome few that regard the réafon, jus 
fice, utility, imitation aad refemblance withthe greateft and mok 
excellent. 

It isa common neceflity, To enduresthere is no reafon that for oue 
fakes,a miracle fhouid be wroughts or that a man fhould be offended, 
it that happen unto him, that may happen unto ¢Very man. 

It is aifo a natural thing. we are born thereuntosand to defire to be 
exempted from icisinjultice, we mult quietly endure the laws of our 
own condition. We are made to be old, to be weak, to grieve, to be 
fick, and therefore we muft learn to fuffer that which we cannot a> 
void, 

If it be long, it is light and moderate, and therefore a thame 
to complain of it: if it be violent, itis {hort and {peedy, ends'either 
it felfor the patient, which comesall tooneend. Confide, femmus 
KK 2 39-0 3B 


In the firk 
Bioke 






















































s, 


J 





Of fickuefs and grief. 


non babes iempats dclor. Si gravis, brevis s Silongus, levis» Be bobd of ibis; 
Extreme pain bath no perpetuity: if it be grievous, it is foon gone, if long, 
tban light. 

And again, it is the body that endureth : it 15 not our felves that 
are offended, for. the offence diminifheth the excellency and per- 
fection of the thing 3 and facknefS or gricf is fo far from diminifhing. 
that contrarily it ferveth for a fubject and an occafion ofa commen- 
dable patience much more than health doth: and where there is 
more occafion of commendation, there is- not lefs occafion of 


foul fhould afflict it {elf for any thing that hapneth to the body ,he 
~ - ae tt od 7 7 . i) 
foul fhouldferve the body. Were not that man over-delicate aad cu- 
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ther had fpoiled his apparel, fome thorn had taken hold of j¢, or 
forme man pafling by hadtorn it?» Some bafe Broker perhaps would 
be agrieved therewith, that would willingly make a COmmodity. 
thereof: but a man of ability and reputation, would rathe, laugh 
at it, and account it as nothing,in refpect ofthat ftate and abun- 
dance, that God hath beftowed on him. Now this body, is bit a bor« 
rowed garment; to make our {pirits for a time, to appegy upon this 
low and troublefom ftage3_ of which only we fhould make account 

and procure the honeur and peace thereof. For from whence cated 
meth it, that a man fuffereth gricf with fuch impatiency ? It is be- 
caufe he accuftometh not himfelf to feck his content jn his Wout: 
non affuerunt animo effecontentis niminm illis cum corpore fait : they bave. 
not accuftomed themfelves to be content in minds their contentment was. 
ov much with the body. Men have too great a coMmerce with theik 
bodies, and it feemeth,that gricf groweth proud ,,fecing us to tremble. 
under the power rhereof. 

It teacheth us to diftafte that which we muft needs Jeaye,and to uns 
wind our felves from the vanity and deccit of this world, an excellent: 
piece of fervice. 

The joy and pleafure we receive by the. recovery of our health. af 
ter that our gricf or. ficknefs hath taken his courfe, is a ftrange en- 
lightning unto us; in fuch fort thatit fhould {eem that nature hath gis 
ven ficknefs for the greater honour and fervice ofour pleafure.and de- 
light. 

Now. then if the grief be. indifferent, the patience fhall be eafie 
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Of ficknefs andgrief. 


ifit be great, the glory fhall be as greats if i¢ feem overhard, Jet us 
accufe our delicacy and nicenefs; and if there be but few that can en- 
dure it, let us be of the number of thofe few. Let us nat accufe na- 
ture for having made us fo weak,forfhat is nothing,but we are rather 
too-delicate. If we fly it,i¢ will follow us; if we cowardly yield unto 
it, and fuffer our felves to be vanquithed, it will handle us the more 

roughly, and the reproach will light upon our felves. It would make 

us affraid, and thereforeit ftandeth us upon,to take heart, and that 

when it cometh, it find us more refolute than was imagined. Our yiel- 

ding makes that more eager, and morc herce, Starefidenter : won quia 

difficilia non audemus, fed quia non audemus, difficilez fant. To ft2nd con 
fidently : we do not forink at them, becaufe they be difficult s but they are 

difficult to endure, becanfe we forink at them. 

But left thefe remedies fhould {eem but fair words.and meer i- 

maginations, and the pra¢tice of them altogether impoffible, we 
have examples, both frequent and rich, not only of men, but of wo- 
men. and Childrgn, who have not only a long time endured long and 
grievous ficknefles with fuch conftancy, that their griefhath rathex 
given them life than courage; but have attended and born even with 
joy, yea, have fought afcer the greateft and moft exquifite torments. 
In Lacedemon, little Children whipped one another,yea,fometimes to 
the death,without any fhew in their countenance,ofany grief or (mart 
chat they felt, only to accuftom themfelves to fuffer for their Countrcy. 
Alexanders Page {uffered himfelf to be burnt with a cole, without cry 
or countenance of difcontent, becaufe he would not interrupt the {a- 
crifice: anda Lad of Lacedemon, fuffered a Fox to gnaw his guts out 
of his belly,bi fore he would difcoverhisthcft. Pompey being furprifed 
by King, Gentius, who would have conftrained him to reveal the pub 
lick affairs of Rome, to make known,that no torment fhould make him 
to do it, did voluntarily put his finger into the fire, and fuffered it to 
burn,until Gentins himfclftook ic out. The like before that,had Macius 
done, before another King, Porfenna : and that good old Regulus of 
Carthage, endured more than all thefe: and. yet more than Regu'xs, 
Anaxarchus,who being halfpounded in a morter, by the tyrant Nico- 
ereon, would never -contefs, that his mind was touched with any tor- 
ment; Beat and pound the fack of Anaxarchus, till yoube glutted, as 
tor him’elf you fhall never touch him. 
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Of Captivity and Imprifonment. 


CHAP. XXIIE. 
Of Captivity and Imprifonment. 


‘His affliction is no more than nothing, and in refpe@ of fick- 

neffe and grief, it is an eafie matter to vanquifhit.For fick folk 

are not without captivity in their beds, in their houfes, for the 

time they liein; yea, they ingroffe as it were afli@tion aboye captivie 

vity 5 nevertheleffe, a word or two thereof,’ There is nothing but the 

body, to cover. the prifon of thy foul that {5 captive; the foul it felf 

| remaineth alwayes free and at liberty, in de(pight ofall; and there- 

| ih fore how fthouldthat man know or perceivethat he is in prifon, 

i ee | who as freely, yea, and more freely too, may walk and wandex 

ee | ther he will, than he that isabroad? The wallsand Dungeons of the 

a a Prifon, are not {trong enough to fhut him up; the body that touch: 

Alii: iv eth himand is joyned unto him, cannot hold nor fiay him. He that 

me knoweth how to maintain himfelfin his liberty, and to ufeand hold 

his own right, which is not to be fhut up, no not in this World, will 

but laugh at thefe flight and childifh embarments, Chriftianus eti- 

Torte), am extra carcerem feculo renuntiavit : in carcere, etiam carceri: nihil 

intereft ubi fitisin feculo quéextra feculum otis: feramus careeris no Net, 

Seceum vocemus s. & fi corpus iucluditur, caro detinetur, omnia Sptritni par 

tent, totum Lominem animus circumfert, & qua vult transferi.  Chriftian 

aie man even out of prifon, hath renounced the World: in prifon alfi, be bath 

| renounced the prifon: it mattereib nothing where thou art in the world, 

| woo art of the world: Let us take away the name Of prifon, andcallit aquict 

reitring place, and if the body be included, the flelh is prifoner, but the {piri 

i is free to allibings, the mind carrieth about the whole man, and wbixber be 
lift it tran{porteth bim. 
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The prifon hath gently received into the lap thereof, many great 
and holy Perfonages;it hath been the fanctuary, the haven. of health, 
Hy and a fortrefs to divers that had been utterly undone, if they had had 
Ber ai their liberty; yea, that have had recourfe thereunto, to be in 1}: 
| | bertys have madechoice thereof, and efpoufed themfelves u 

} 


nto it, 
Pp ae to the end, they might live at reft, and free themfelves- from t 
} t ; tly J ¢ 

i i ; 


he ¢ares 
| the world é carcere im cuftodian tranflati, Tranflited from the 
4 prifen of affairs, tothe quiet of 4. walls. That whichis fhut up under 
lock and key, is in fatett cuftody: and it is better to be under the 
‘aicgard ofa key, than to be bound and enthralled with thofe fer« 
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Of captivity andimprifoxmeni. 


sers and ftocks, whereof the world is full, that publick places and 
courts of great Princes, and the tumultuous. affairs of this world 
bring with them, jealoufies, envies, violent humours, and the like. 
Sirecogitemus ipfam magis mundum carcerens effe, exiffe nos é carcere 
quam in carcerem introiffe intelligimus, majores tenebras habet mundus 
que bominum precordia excecant, gravtores catenas induit, que ipfas a~ 
nimas. conftringunt, pejores immundittas ex{pirat, libidimes bominunz, 
plures poftremd reos continet, univerfum genus bominum: If we confider, 
that the world it felf is a prifon, we {ball underftand, that we are rather 
gone out of the world, than entred into prifons the werld hath greater 
darknefs , wherewith the inward cogitations of the bearts of prs at 
blinded; it fettereth with more grievons Irons, wherewith mens very 
fouls are fhackled it breatbeth forth worfer uncleanneffes in the lufts 
and fenfualities of mens it containeth more guilty perfons, even whole 
Mankind. Many have e{caped the hands of their enemies, and o- 
ther great dangers and miferies, by the benefit of imprifonment. 
Some have there written Books, and have there bettered their know- 
ledge. Plus in carcere {piritus acquirit quam earo amsittit : The {pirit 
getteth more in prifon, ihan tbe flefh lofeth. Divers there are, whomthe 
prifon having kept and preferved for a time, hath re-fent unto their 
former foveraign dignities,and mounted them to the higheft places in 
the world; others it hath yielded up unto Heaven, and hath not at any 


time received any thatit reftoreth not. 


CHAP. XXIV. 
Of Banifoment and Exile. 


ile isa change of place that brings noill withit, but in opinion, 
1 itis acomplaint and affli@ion wholly imaginary : for according 
to-reafon, there is not any ill in it:Imall places, all is after one fafhion, 
is comprehended intwo words, Natureand Virtue. Duo que 
f,Quocungue nos moverimus, fequentur natura communis & 
propria virtits: there are two excellent things,which will follows usw hither foe- 
ver we g0, commolt Nature, and mans own Virtue. 
in all places, we find the {elf fame common nature, the fame 
leavens, the fame elements. In all places, the heavens and the ftars 
appear unto Us in the fame g, id t 
principally we are to confider, and not that whichis under us, and 
which we trample underfeet. Again,ata kenning we cannot {ee of 
Kk 4 the 
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reatne(s,extent; and that isit which Nature. 
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Of Banifhment and Exile. 


the Earth aboveten or twelve leagues: Angultus animus quem ter- 
rena delectant: The mind is narrow and ftrait, whom earthly things dee 
light. But the face of the great azured firmament, decked and coun- 
terpointed with fo many beautiful and fhining Diamonds, doth al+ 


_wayes fhew it felf unto us; and tothe end, we may wholly behold 


it, it continually whirleth about us, It fheweth it felf all unto all, 
and in all refpects, ina day and anight. The Earth, which with the 
ea, and all that it containeth, is not the hundred and fixtyeth part of 
the greatnefs of the Sun, fhewethnot it felf unto us, but in that {mall 
proportion that is about the place where we dwell: yea, and that 
change of that earthly floor that is under us, is nothing. What mat- 
ter isit to be borninone place, and tolive in another ? Our Mother 
might have layen in elfewhere, and it isa chance, that we are born 
here or there. Again, al! Countries bring forth and nourifh men, 
and furnifh them with whatfoever is neceffary. All Countries have 


kindred: nature hath knit us altogether in blood and in charity. AU 


have friends; there is no more to do, but tomake friends and to 
winthem by virtue and wifdom. Every landis a wife mans Coun- 
trey, or rather no Land is his particular Countrey. For it were to 
wrong, himfelf,and it were weaknefsand bafenefs of heart, to think 
to carry himfelf as a wrangler inany place. He muftalwayes ufe his 
own right and liberty, and live m all places as with himfelf, and up- 
on his owns Omnes tergas tanquam fia viderc,& nas tanguam omnium; 
tofee all Lands as their orn, and their own as the Lands of all. 


Moreover, what change or difcommodity doth the diverfity of 
the place bring with it? Do wenot alwaiescarry about us one and 
the fame fpirit and virtue ? Who can forbid faith Brutus, a banifhed 
man to carry with him his virtues ? The fpirit and virtue ofa man, 
is noe fhut up in any place but itis every where equally and indif- 
ferently. An honeft manis a Citizenof the World, free, chearful, 
and content inall places, alwayes within himfelf, in hisown quar- 
ter, and ever oneand the fame, thoughhis cafe or fcabbard be re- 
moved, and caraied hither and thither: Animus {acer & eternus u- 
bigue eft dtis cognatus,omnt mundo C evo par : The facred and eternal 
foul is every where, of near affinity with God, alike to all the world, and to 
allages. A man in every place, isin his own Countrey, where he is 
well, Now for a man tobe well,itdependeth not upon the place 
but him({elf. 

How many are there, thatfor divers confiderations, have willing- 

ly, 











Of poverty, want, loffe of goods. 


ly banifhed themfelves? How many others banifhed by the violence 
of another, being afterwards called home, have refufed to return > and 
have found their exile not only tolerable, but pleafant and delightful; 
yea, never thought they lived until the time of their banifhment, as | 
thofe noble Romans, Rzfilius, Marcellus? How many others have been | 
led by the hand of good fortune out of their Countrey, that they may 
| grow great and puiflant ina ftrange Land. t 


































CHAP, XXV. | | 


Of poverty, mant, loffe of goods, : 


His complaint, is of the vulgar and miferable fottith fort of | 
| people, who place their fovereign good, in the goods of for- p,.,, i 4 | 
} tune, and think that poverty isa very greatevil. But to thew what it fold. bye cases i 
} is, you muft know that thereisa two-fold poverty: the one ex | 
| tream, whichis the want of things neceffary,and requifite unto na= 
/ ture; this doth feldom or never happen to any man, nature being; 1, want of { 
| fo juft, and having formed'us in fuch a fathion, that few things are things wsecef- 
neceflary, and thofe few are not wanting, but are found every fary. 
| wheres Parabile eft quod natura defiderat, & expofitum: That which Mf 
nature defireth is ready andeafie to be bad yea, in fucha fufficiency, i 








as being moderately ufed, may fuffice the condition of every one, H 
Ad manum eft, quod fat eft: That which Sufficerb, is ready and at 
hand. If we will live according to nature and reafon, the defire and i 
| rule thereof, we fhall alwaics findthat which is fuficient, If we yi 
_ willlive according to opinior, whilett we live. we thall never find it: 
Si ad naturam vives, nunquam eris pauper; fiad opinionem, nunquam. 
dives: exiguum natura defiderat, opin10 7mmenfum : If thou wils live 
| according to nature, thou fhalt never be poor if according to opinion, ne- 
| verrich : nature defireth little, opinion much, and beyond meafure. And. 
| therefore, a man that hath an Art or fCience to ftick unto, yea, that. 
hath but his arms at will, isit poflible he fhould either fear, Or com- | 
_ plain of poverty? | 
! The other is the want of things that-are more than fufficient, re= »: wwe of! 
quired for pomp, pleafure and delicacy. This is a.kind of medi- things fuupers? 
| ecrity and frugality : and to faythe truth, it is that which we fear, itionss: | 
| tolofe our riches, our moveables, net to have our bed foft enough, t 
: our diet well dreft, tobe deprived of thefe commodities; and in a 
|. word, it is delicatenefs that holdeth us, This is onttrue malady, 
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Of poverty, want, loffe of goods. 
Now this complaint is unjuft; for fuch poverty is rather tobe defi- 
red than feared: and therefore the wife man asked of God; Nec men- 
dicitatem nec divittas, fed neceffaria: Neither poverty nor riches, but 
things necefjary. It is far more juft, more rich, more peaceable and 
certain, than abundance, which a man fo much defireth, More jufi 5 
for mancame naked, Nemo wafcitur dives; Noman is born rich, and 
he returneth naked out of this world. Can aman term that truly his, 
that he neither bringeth nor carrieth with him? The goods of this 
world; they areas the moveables ofan Inne. Weare not to be dif- 
contented fo long as weare here, that we have need of them. More 
rich 5 It is a large fignory,a Kingdom : Magne divitie lege nature 
compofita paupertas: magnus queftus pietas cum fufficientia: Moderate 
and quiet poverty bythe law of nature, isgreat richess Godlinefsisgreat 
gain with fufficiency. More peaceable and affured; it feareth nothing, 
and can defend it{elfagainft the enemies thereof: Eziam in obfe{fa 
via paupertas pax et: Poverty haih peace, ever in a befieged way A 
finall body that may cover and gather it felfunder a Buckler , isin 
better fafety thana great, which lieth open. unto every blow. Itis 
never fubject to great loffes, nor charges of great labour and bur- 
then. And therefore they that are in fuch an eftate, are alwayes more 
chearful and comfortable; for they never have fo much care, nor 
fear fuch tempefts. Such kind - of poverty is free, chearful, affured, it 
makethus truly mafters of our own lives; whereof the affairs, com- 
plaints, contentions, that do neceffarily accompany riches, carry a- 
way the better parte Alas! what goods are thofe, from whence 
proceed all our evils? They are the caufe of all thofe injuries that 
we endure, that makeus flaves; troublethe quiet ofour fouls, bring 
with them {o many jealoufies, fufpicions, fears, frights, defires > He 
that, vexeth himfelf for the loffe of thefe goods, is a miferable man; 
for together with his goods, he lofeth his {pirit too. The life of 
poor men, is likeunto thofe that fail near the fhore; that of the rich, 
like to thofe that caft themfelves into the mane Ocean. Thefe cannot 
attain to land, though they defire nothing more, but they muft attend 
the wind and the tide; the other come abroad, pafle and repaffe, as 
often as they will. 

Finally, we muft endeavour te imitate thofe great and generous 
perfonages, that have made themfelves merry with {uch kind of 
loffes, yea, have made advantage of them, and thanked God for 
them; as Zenow, after his thip-wrack, Fabricius, Seranus, Curius. 
It fhould feem that poverty is fome excellent and divine thing, 

finice 







































fince it agreeth with the gods, who are imagined to be naked 5 fince 
the wifeft have embraced it,or at leaft have endured it with great con- 
tentment. And to conclude in a word; with fuch asare not ever paflis 
| onate it is commendable, with others infupportable. 


CHAP. xxvl. iH 
| Of infamy. TE 


| His affliction is ofdivers kinds, Ifit be loffe of honours and dig- ' | 
nities, it is rather a gain thanalofle: Dignities are but honoura- | 

| ble fervitudes, whereby a man by giving himfelf to the wealpublick, is | 
| deprived of himfelf. Honours are but the torches of envy, jealoulic, i 
| and inthe end, exile and poverty. Ifa man fhallcallto mind the 

hiftory of all antiquity, he fhall find, that all they that have lived, and i 

| have carried themfelves worthily and virtuoufly, have ended their i! 
| courfe, either by exile, or prifon, or fome other violent death: witnefs i) 
| amongft the Greeks, Avijtides, Themiftocles, Phacton,Socrates, amongtt | 
the Romans, Camilus, Sctpio, Gtcero, Papintan 5 among the Hebrews, Kt 
the Prophets: In fuchfort,thatit fhould feem to bethe livery of the 
more honeft men; for itis the ordinary recompence ofa publick ftate, 
. to fuch kind of people.And therefore a man ofa gallant and generous 
| {pirit, fhould contemn it,and make {mall account thereof; for he difho- 
} noureth himolelf, and fhews how little he hath profited in the ftudy of 
| wifdom, that regardeth in any re{pect, the cenfures, reports, and 
| {peeches of the people, be they good, or evil. il 


. 
} CHAP. XXVII. 
Of the loffe of freends. 


Here comprehend Parents, Children, and whatfoever is near and 

| dear unto a man. Firft, we muft know upon what this pretended | 

complaint or affliction is grounded, whether upon the interctts, Ox 

| good of our friends, or our own. Upon that of our friends; I 

| doubt we fhallfay Yea to that, but yet we muft not be too cicda- 

| lous to believe it. Ic isan ambitious faining of piety, whercby we 

| make a fhew of forrow and grief for the hurt of another, or the 

| hinderance of’the weal-publick: but if we fhall withdraw the veal 

| of difimulation, and found it:to the quick, we fhall find that it is 
our 
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Of the lojfe of Friends. 
our own particular good that is hid therein, that toucheth us nearefi 
We complain that our own Candle burneth, and is confumed, or at 
leait is in fome danger: This is rather a kind of envy, than true piety; 
for that which. we fo much complain of,touching the loffe of our 
friends, their abfence, diftance from us, is their true and great good : 
Merere hoe eventum, invidi magis quam amict eft: to mourn for this event, 
is rather the part of an envious perfon than of a friend, The trueufe of 
death is,to make an end of our miferies. God had made our life 
raore miferable, if he had madeit longer. 

And therefore to fay the truth, itis upon our own good, that this 
complaint and affli@ion is grounded : now that becommeth us not, 
it isa kind of injury tobe grieved with the reft and quiet of thofe 
that love us, becaufe we our felves are hurt thereby. Swis incommodis 
angi, hon amicun, fed feiplum amamiis eft: to be grieved for bis own dif- 
commodities, fhemeth a man not tolove bis friend, but bimfelf. 

Again, there is a good remedy for this which fortune cannot take 
from us}; and that is, that furviving our friends, we have meanesto 
make new friends. Friendfhip, asit is one ofthe gteateft bleflings of 
our life, fo it is moft eafily gotten. God makes men, and men make 
friends. He that wanteth not virtue, fhall never want friends. It is 
the inftrument wherewith they are made, and wherewith, when he 
hath loft his old,he makes new. If fortune hath taken away our friends, 


let us endeavour to make new 3 by this means, we thall not lofe them 
but multiply them. 


Of Death. 


Wi have fpoken hereof fo much at large, and inall refpects in 
the eleventh and laft Chapter of the fecond book, that there re- 


maineth not any thing elfe to be {poken:and therefore to that place 
I refer the Reader. 


The Second part of inward evils, tedious and trcublefim psfions. 
THE PREFACE. 
[Ele all thofe above-named evils, there {pring and arifein us, di- 


vers. paflions and cruel affeGtions : for thefe being taken and 
confidered 












































Againft Fear. 


confidered fimply as they are,they breed fear, which apprehendeth e- 
vilsas yet to come, forrow for prefent evils, and if they bein another, 
pitty and compaffion. Being confidered as comming, and procured 
by the aét ofanother, they ftir up in us the paffion of choler, hatred, 
envy, jcaloufie, defpight, revenge, on all thofe that procure difplea- 
fare; or make usto look upon another with an enviouseye. Now 
this virtue of fortitude and valour, confifteth in the government and 
receit of thefeevils, according to reafon, in the refolute and couragi- 
ous carriage of'a man, and the keeping of him(felf free and clear from 
all paffions that {pring thereof. But becaufe they fubfift not, but by 
thefe evils, if by the means and help of fo many advifements and re- 
medies before delivered, a man can vanquifh and contemn themall, 
there can be no more place left unto thefe paffions. And this is the true 
mean to free himfelf, and to come tothe end; as the beft way to put 
out a fire, is to withdraw the fuel that gives it nourifhment.Neverthe- 
lefs, we will yet add fome particular counfels againfi thefe paflions, 
though they have been in fuch fort before deciphered, that it isa mats 
ter of no dificulty.to-bring them into hatred and deteftation. 


CHAP. XXVIIL 
Agaiuft fear, 


€ Et no man attend evils beforethey come, becaufe it may be, 

they willnever come : our fears are as likely to deceive us, as 
ourhopes; and it may be, that thofe times that we think will bring 
moftaffiation with them, may bring greateft comfort. How many 
unexpected adventures may. happen, that may defend a.man from 
that blow we fear? Lightning is put by with the wind ofa mans hat, 
and the fortunes of the greatelt ftates, with accidents of {mall mo-~ 
ment.. The turn..of a. wheel mounteth him that was of loweft de- 
gree, to the highelt ftep of honour; and many times-1t falleth out 
that weare preferved by that, which we thought would have been 
our overthrow. There is nothing, {o eatily deceived, aShumane fore- 
fight. That which it hopeth it wanteth; that which it feareth, va- 
nifheth ; that which it expectech, hapneth not. God-hath’ his: 
counfel by himfelf : That which man determineth after one 
manner, he refolveth after another, Let us not thercfore. 
make our felves unfortunate before our time, Nay when _per- 
Haps we. are. never likely to be fo.. “kime.to come which decsi= 


veth 
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Againft Sorror, 
veth fo many, will likewife deceive usas {oon jn Our fears, as in ove. 
hopes, It is a maxim commonly received in Phytick, that in fharp 
maladics the predictions are never certain: and even {0 is it, inthe 
molt furious threatnings of fortune; fo long as there is lite, there is 


7 


hope, for hope contiuues as long in the body as the foul : cuans din 


But forafmuch asthis fear proceedeth not alwayes from the di- 
{polition of nature, but many times from an over-delicate education 
(for by the want of exercife and continual travel and labour, even 
from our youth, we many times apprehend things without rea- 
fon) we muitby a long practice, accuftom our felves unto that, which 
may moft terrific us, prefent unto our {elves the molt fearful dan- 
gers that may light upon us, and with chearfulnefS of heart at- 
tempt fometimes cafual adventures, the better to try our courage, to 
prevent evil occurrents, and to {eize upon the arms of fortune. It is 
a matter of kffe difficulty, to retilt fortune by afiailing it, than by 
defending ourfelvesayainitic. Forthen we have leafure to arm our 
felves. we take our acd vanilascss We provide for a retrait 3; whereas 
when it affaultcch ie iurprifeth us unawares, and handleth us at her 
own pleafure. We multthen while we affail fortune, learn to de- 
fend our {clves, give unto our felves falfe alarums, by propofing unto 
us, the dangers that other great perfonages have pafled, call to 
mind, that fome have avoided the greatelt, becaufe they were not 
aftonifhed at thom; others ha 


ve been overthrown by the Icaft, for 
want of rcfolutien. 


CHAP. XxIx. 


Againft Sorrow. 

"THe remedies againft forrow (fet down before as the moft tedious, 

hurtful, and unjutt paflion) are two fold: fome are dire or 
firaight, others oblique. I call thofe direct, which Philofophy 
teacheth, which concern the confronting and difdaining of evils, ac- 
counting them not evils, or at leafiwile, very {mall and light (though 
they be great and grievous) and that they are not worthy the leaf 
motion or alteration ofour minds; and that to be forry for them, 
Or to complain of them, is a thing very unjuft and libehtting a man 
as teach the Stoicks, Peripateticks, and Platonijts. This manner of 
preferving a man from forrow and melancholick paflion, is as rare, as 
it is“excellent, and belongs to {pirits of the firft rank, There is like- 
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Againfi mercy and compalfion. 


_ wife another kind of Philofophical remedy, although it be not of fo 
| ggoda ftamp, which is eafie, and much more in ufe, and it is obliques 
this is by diverting a mans mind and thought to things pleafant and 
| delightful,or at leaftindifferent from that that procureth our for- 
} row: which is to deal cunningly,to decline and avoid an evil, to 
| change the object. It isa remedy very common, and which is ufed 
-almoft in all evils, if aman mark it, as well of the body as of the 
mind. Phytitians, when they cannot purge a Rheum, they turn itin- 
to fome other part leffedangerous. Such as p2ffe by fieep and preci- 
pitatedecps and downfalls, that have need of lancings, fearing Irons, 
or fire, thut their eyes, andturn their faces another way. Valiant 
menin war, do never tafte ner confider of death, their mindes be» 
ing carried away by the defire of victory 5 in fo much, that divers have 
fuftered death gladly, yea, have procured it, and been their own ex- 
ecutioners, either for the future glory of theirname, as many Greeks 
and Romans; or for the hopeof another life, as Martyrs, the Difci- 
ples of Hegefiws, and others, atter the reading of Platohis book to 
Antiochus, De morte contemnendz ox to avoid the miferies of this 
life and for other reafons. All thefe, arg they no divertions? Few 
there are that confider evils in themfelves, that relith them as Svcra- 
tes did his death; and Flavius condemned by Nere, to die by the 
hands of Niger..And therefore in finifter aecidents and mifadven- 
tures, and in all outward evils, we mutt divert our thoughts, and turn 
them another way. The vulgar fort can give this advice, Think not 
of ite Such as have the charge of thofe that are any way afflicted, fhould 
for their comfort, furnith atfrighted {pirits, with other objects. Abdz- 
cendus oft animus ad alia ftudia,foliciiudines, euras, negotia s loct denique 
nautatione fepe curandus gt. Tbe mind is to be led away to otber ftudiesy., 
cares, affairs 5 Laftly, by change of place it is often cured. 


CHAP. XXX. 
Azainft merey and compaffion. 


Here is a two-fold mercy, the one good, and virtuons, which is 
in God, and in his Saints, which is in will, and in effect to fic- 
cour the afticted, not afficting themfelves or diminifhing any thing: 
that concerneth honour or equitys. the other is a kind of feminine 
paffionate pitty, which proceedeth from two great a tendernefsand 
weak 
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Againft choler. 
weaknefs of the mind, whereof hath been ff poken before inthe above- 
named pallion. Again this wifdom teacheth us to fuccour theathited, 
but not to yield and to fuffer with him. So is God faid to be merciful, 
as the Phyfician to his patient, the advocate to his Client, affordeth all 
diligence and induftry, but yet taketh not their evilsand affairs to 
the heart; fo doth a wile man,not cntertaining any grief or darkning 
his {pirit with the {moke thereof. God commandeth us to aid, and te 
have a care ofthe poor, to defend their cau 


fe; and in another place 
he forbids us to pitty the poor in judgment, 
CH AP. XXXII. 


Againft choler. : 

He remedies are many and divers, wherewith the mind muft 

before-hand be armed and detended, like thofe that fear to be 

belieged 5 for afterwards it is too late. They may be reduced 
to three heads 5 the firftis to cut offthe way, and ftop all the -paffa~ 
gesunto choler. It is an eafier matter to withftand it, and to ftay 
the Paflage thereof in the beginning, than when it hath feized upon 
a man to carry himfelf well and orderly. He muft therefore quit 
himfelf from all the caufes and occafions of Choler, which hereto- 
fore have been produced in the defcription thereof, that is to fay, 
I. weaknefsand tendernefs, 2. malady of the mind in hardning it 
felf againft whatfoever may happen. 3. too great.delicatenefs; the 
love of certain thingsdoaccuftom aman to facility, and fimplicity 
the mother of peace and quietnels, 4d ommniz compfitt fimuss que 
bona & paratiora, fiut nobis meliora & gratioras Let us be ferled to all 
ibings : let thofe things which are good and ready at band, be bet- 
ter and more acceptabletous. Itis the gencral do@rine of the wife 
King Cotys, who having received for a prefent many beautiful and 
rich vefiels, yet frail and eafie tobe broken brake them all, to the 
end, he might not be ftirred to choler and fury, when they fhould 
happen to be broken. This was a diftruft in him(elf, anda bafe 
Kind of fear that provoked him thereunto, 4. Curiolity ; according 
to the example of Cefar, who being a Conqueror, and having reco- 
vered the letters, writings, and memorials of his enemies , burnt 
them ali before he faw them. s, Lightnefs of belief. 6. And above 
all, an opinion of being contemned, and wronged by anether, 
which he muft chace from hin as unworthy a man of fpirit : 
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: Againft Choler. 
| for though ic feem tobe aglorious thing, and to proceed from too 
high efteem of himfelf (which neverthelefle is a great vice) yet it 
cometh of bafenefs and imbecillity, For he that thinkcth himfel¢ to be 
contemned by another, is in fome fenfe his infariour, judgecth himfelf 
or fears that in truth he is fo, oris fo reputed, and diftrutteth him{clf. 
Nemo non eo, a guofe contcmptum judicat, imixer eft; No man but is leffer 
than he of whom he thinketh bimfelf to be contemned. A man mutt therer 
fore think that it proceedcth rather-from any thing than contempt 
thatis, fortifhnefs, indifcretion,want of good manners. Ifthis f{uppo- 
fed contempt proceed from his friends, it istoo great familiarity : If 
from his fubjects or fervants, knowing that their matter hath power 
to chaften them, it is not to be believed that they had any fach 
) thought: If from bafe and inferiour people, our honour, our dignity 
| or indignity, is not in the power of fuch people: Indignus Cefarisiras 
_ unworthy the wrath of Cefar. Agathocles and Axtigonus laughed at thole 
that wronged them, and hurt them not, having them in their power, 
| Cefar excelled all in this point; and Mofes, David, and all the Sreatekk 
| perfonages of the world have done the like. Magnam fortunam 
magnus animus decets agreat mind becometh agreatfirtune. The mo 
2 lorious conqueft is for a man to conquer himfelf, not to be moved by 
-another. To be ftirred to choler, is to confefs the aceufation. Convttig 
Si irafeare agnita videntur {preta exolefcunt: Reproachfull {peeches if thou 
be angry at them,feem acknowledg edyif thou d efpife them they vanifh to no= 
| thing.He can never be great,that yicldcth himfelfta the offence of ano- 
) ther: ifwe vanguifh not our choler that will vanquith us. Tnju- 
riss & offenfiones fuperne defpicere : Highly to defpife injuries and offen 





~The fecond head is of thefe remedies that a man muh employ 
when the o¢cafions of choler are offered, and that there is a likeli- 
/hood that we may be moved thereunto; which are firit, to keep 
and contain our bodies in peace and guictnefS, without motion 
oragitations which inflameth the blood and humours, and to keep 
Vhimifelf filene and folitary. Secondly, delay in believing and refol- 
ving, and giving Icifure to the judgment toconfider. Ifwe cin 
once difcover it, We thall eafily ftay the courfe of this Fever, A wife 
pman countclled Auzujlus being in choler, not tobe moved before 
he had pronounced the letters of the Alphabet. Whatfoever we fay 
Or doin the heat of our biood, ought to be fufpected, Nil tibilicear, 


Maia yafeeris,  Quare 2? ~ Quia vis omnis licere, Noibing is law- 
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Againft Choler. 


fal for thee whileft. show art angry. Why? beeaufe thou. wilt then 
bave all things lawful for thee.. We mutt fear. and be doubtful of our 
felves, for fo long as we are moved, we can do nothing to puspofe. 

Reafon, when it is hindred by paffions, ferveth us no more.than the 
wings of a bird being faftened to his feet. We mufi'thercfore have re- 
coutfe unto our friends, and fuffer our choler to die in the middeft of: 
our difcourfe. And laftly, diverfion to all pleafant occafions, as mu- 
fick, Kc. 

The third head confifteth im: thofe beautiful confiderations, 
wherewith the mind muib long before be fcafoned. Firft, in the 
confideration of the ation and motions of. thofe that are in. cho- 
ler which fhould breed in usa hatred thereof, fo ill! do they be- 
come aman. ‘This was the manner of the wife, the better to, dif- 
fwade a man from this vice, to counfel him to behold himfelf in 
a glafle. Secondly, and contrarily, ofthe beauty which is of mode- 
ration; Let us confider how munch grace there is in afwect-kind 
of mildnefS. ano clemency, how pleafing and acceptable they. are 
unto others, and’ commodious.to, our felves: It.is the Adamant 
that draweth- unto us the heartsand willsofmen. This is Princie 
pally required in thofé whom fortune hath placed in high degree of 
honour, who ought to have their motions more remiffe and tcm- 
perate ; for as their a¢tions are of greateft importance, fo, their 
fjults are more hardly repaired. Finally in the confidesation of 
that efteem and love which we fhould bear to that: wifdom. which 
we here ftudy, which efpecially fheweth it felf in retaining and 
commanding it felf, in remaining conltant and invincible; a man 
mutt-mount his mind from the earth, andframeitto a difpofition, — 
like to the higheft region of the air, which is never over fhaddowed 
with clouds, nor troubled with thunders, but in a perpetual fere- 
nity:{0 our mind muft not be darkned with forrow, nor moved 
with choler, but fy all precipitation, imitate the higheft. Planets 
that of ail others are carried more flowly. Now all this is to be 
underftood. of inward choler, and covered; which endureth. being — 
joyned with an ill affection, hatred, defire of revenge: qua .in fing 
Aultorum requtefcit, ut quireponsnt odias quodque feve cogitationis imdi- 
sinner eff, feereto (uo, fatianiur : which ret in the. bofom of a. fool, as 
be that layeth up hatred, and mbich is a token of acruel mind, being 
inwardly glutted therewith : For thre outward and open choler is 
fhort, a fire. made of fraw without ill affeCtion whichis only to 
make another to {ee his fauk, whethes, inferiours by reprehenfions 
or 
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: A¢ainft hatred. ‘§e3 
| erin others by thewing the wrong and indifcretion they commit, it is 
| a thing profitable, neceflary, and very commendable. Itis good and 
profitable, both for himfelt, and-for another, fometimes to be’moved 
to.anger; but it mutt be with moderation and rule, 
There are fome that {moother their choler within, to the end it 

break not forth, and that they may feem wife and moderate; but 0 be angry, 
_ they fret themfclves iawardly, and offer themfelves a greater violence whem it is peed 
than the matter.is worth. Itisbetter to chide a little;and to vent the 2%4 <ommods- 
fire, to the.end it be not over ardent and painful within. A man jn- For biea/eif 
corporateth choler by hiding it. It is better thatthe point thereof oe 
fhould prick a little without, than that ic fheuld be curned againtt it 

fell: Omnia visia in aperto Leviora funs, & sunc perniciofifinea,cum fimula~ 

ta fanttate fubfidunt : All difesfes that appear openly are the lighter,and 
then are moft dangerous when they reftbidden with acounterfett health. 
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Moreover, againft thofe that underftand not,or feldom {uffér them- 5 
{elves to be led by reafon, as againtt thofe kind of fervants that do no- For andeber, 
¢hing but-for fear, itis neceflary that choler cither true or diflembled with condité- 
put life into them, without which there can be no rule or government °*** 
in a family. But yetit mutt be with thefe conditions: Firtt, that it be \ 
not often, upon all,or light occafions. For being'too common, it | 
grows into contempt, and works no good effect. Secondly, not in the 
air,murmuring and railing behind their-backs, or upon uncertainties, 
but be fure that he feel the {mart that hath: committed the offence. 

Thirdly, that it be {peedily, to purpofe and 4erioufly, without any i 
mixture of laughter, to the end it may be a profitable chaftifement for 

what is paft,and a warning for that which isto come. To conclude, 
it muft be ufed as a.medicine. I 





LL A LE 


All thefe remedies may ferve again the 
following paffions. 


CHAP. XXXH. 
Againjt Hatred. 


RT a 


Hat a man ‘may the better defend himfelf againft hatred, he 
muft hold a’rwle that is true, that all things have two handles 
whereby we may take them: by'the one they feem to be grievous : 
and burthenfome untous; by the other, eafie and light. Letus them | 
receive things bythe good handle, and we fhall find that there is 
Liz fomething, 
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Againft Envy. 
{omething good and to be beloved,in whatfoever we accufe and ‘hate. 
For there is, nothing in the werld:that,is not forthe good’of man. And 
in that which offendeth us; we have more caufe to complain thereof, 
than to hate it: for itis the firlt offence,and receiveth the greateft dam- 
mage becaufe it lofeth therein the ufe of reafon the greateft lofle that 
may be. In fuch an accident then, let us turn our hate into pity, and 
let us endeavour to make thofe worthy to be beloved,which we would 
hate as Lycuygxs did unto him that had put out his eye, whom he 
made, as a chaitifement of that wrong, an honeft,virtuous,and miodc{t 
Citizen by his good inftrution. | 


CHAP. xxxllL. 
Againft Envie. 


Gainft this paflion, we muft confider that_ which we eftcem and 
A envie inanother. We willingly envie in others riches, | 
favours; and the reafon is, becaufe we know not how dearly 
coft them. He that fhall fay, thou thalt have as much at the fame price; 
we would rather refufe his offer, than thank him forit, Forbefore a 
man can attain unto them, he muft flatter, endure affi@ions, injaries 5 
to be brief, lofe. his-liberty, fatisfie and'accommodate himfelf to thé 
pleafures and paflions of another. Man hath nothing ‘for hothing’in 
this world, Tothink to attain to goods, honours, ftates, offices other’ 
wife, and to pervert the law, or rather cuftom of the world, is to have 
the mony and wars too, Thou thereforethat makeft profeffion efho- 
nour, and of virtue, why doft thou affli & thy felfifthow have not cHefe 
goods,which are not gotten butby a fhamefubpatience?Do'théu theres 
fore rather pity others,than envie them. Lfit be aitrue good that is hap- 
pened to another, we fhould rejoyce thereat ; for we fhould defire the 
good of another : Fo be pleafed with another mans profperity,is to en- 
ereafe our Own, 


ionours, 


hey have 


CH AP. XXXIV. 
Againft revenge. 


, Gainft this cruel’ paffion, we muft firft remember that there 

is nothing fo honourable, as to know how.to pardon.. Every. 

man may profecute the law to right that wrong that he hath recei- 
ved;.but to give grace, to remit and forgive, belongethto a So- 
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Againft Reveage. 
foveraign Prince. If then thou wilt be a King, of kings themfelves, & 
do an act that may become a king, pardon frecly,be gracious towards 
him that hath ofended thee. 

Secondly, there is nothing fo great and fo viGortous) as hardinefle 
and a couragious infenfibility in the (uffering ofiajuries, whereby they 
return and rebound wholly upon the wrongers, as heavy blows upon 
a hardand fteeled anvil, which do no other but wound and benum 
the hand andarm of the firiker: To meditate revengets to confefs 
-himfelf wounded; to complain is toacknowledg, himfelf guilty and 
inferiour. Ult19, doloris confeffio eft: nox eft magnus animus Guem incurvat 
injuria: ingens animus & verus eftimaior fut, non vind catinjuri 
nonfentit : revenge is a conf effion of grief: 2 big! gen: 

Subject to injury, mignanimity and true valour revengeth not an injury,be- 
caufe tt feeleth tt aot. . 

But fome will obje&,that it is irkfomeand difhonourable to’ endure 
an offence. I agree thereunto, and Iam of opinion notto fiffer, but 
vanquifh and matter its but yetaftcr a fair and honourable fafhion,by 
{corning it and him that offered itsnay,more than that,by doing good 
unto him, In both thefe, Ce/ar was excellent. It isa glorious victory 

‘to conquer,and make the enemy to ftoop by benents,and ofan enemy 
tomake hima friend, be the injury never fo great. Yea to think that 
by how much the greater the wrong is,by fo much the more worthyit 
is to be pardoned; and by how much the mere juft the reyenge is, by 
fo much the more commendable is clemency. 


- Again, it is no reafon that a man fhould be judge and a party too,as 
he that revengeth is. He muft commit the matter toa third perfon, 
or at leaft take counfel of his friends, and of the wifer fort, not giving 
credit unto himfelf. Fupiter might alone dart out his favourable light- 
nings; but when there grew a queftion of fending forth bis revenging 
thunderbolts, he could not doit without the counfel and affiftance of 
thetwelve gods. This was a ftrange cafe that the greateft of the gods, 
who of himfelfhad power tu do good to the whole world, could not 
hurt a particular perfon, but after a folemn deliberation, The wifdom 
of Fupiter himfcltfcared to erre, when there is a queftion of revenge, 
and therefore he hath need of a councel to detain him. 


We muft therefore form unto qur felves a moderation of the 
mind; This is the virtue of clemency, which 1s afweet mulduefs 
and gracioufnefs, which tempereth, retaineth, and repreffeth all 
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Againft Fealon fies 
our motions. It armethus with patience, it perfwadeth us that we 
cannot be offended but with our felves ; that of the wrongs of another 
nothing remaineth in us, but that which we will retain. It winneth 
unto usthe love of the whole world, and. furnifheth us with a modeft 
earriage agreeable unto all. 


CHAP, Xxxy, 
Agsinft jealoufie. 


er He oncly mean to avoid it; is for a man to make him{elf wor 
A thy of that he defireth, for jealoufie is nothing elfe but a di- 
ruft oF our felves, and a teftimony of our little defert. Thekm- 
perour Aurelius, of whom Fauftine his wife demanded, What he 
vould do if his enemy Caffxs thould obtain the vidory againtt 
him im battel, anfwered, I ferve not the gods fo flenderly “as that 
they willfend me fo hard a fortune. So they that have ‘any part 
in the affection of another ; if there happen any caufe offear to lofe it, 
fhould {ay  Thonour not fo little his love, that he will deprive me 
of it. The confidence we have in our own merit,is a great gage of the 
will of another. 

He that profecuteth any thing with virtue, is eafed by having a 
companion in the purfuic ; for he ferveth for a comfort, anda trumpet 
to his merit. Imbecillity only feareth the encounter, becaufe it think= 
eth that being compared to another,the imperfection thereof will pres 
fentlyappear.. Take away emulation, you take away the glory & {pur 
of virtue. 

My counfel to men. againft this malady, when it proceedeth 
from their wives, is, that they remember that the greateft part, and 
mot gallant men of the world have fallen into this miffortune ; 
and have been content tobearit without ftirring and moleftation : 
Lucullus, Cefar, Pompey, Cato, Auguftus, Antonius, and divers 
others. But thou wilt fay, the world knoweth and {peaks of it : 
And of whom {peak they not in this fenfe, from the greateft to the 
leaft? how many honeft men do every day fall into the fame re- 
proach? and if a man ftir therein, the women themfelves make a 
jeft of it: the frequency of this accident, fhould moderate the bit- 
ternefs thereof. Finally, be thou fuch that men may.complain of 
thy wrong, that thy virtue extin guifh thy ‘hard fortune, that honeft 


men may account never, the lefleof thee, but rather curfe the occafi- 
on, 


pore: 


= Gl a} 


e 


As 
























Of Temperance in General. 
As touching women 3 there is no counfel againft this evil, for 


| theirnature is wholly compofed of fufpition, vanity, curiotity. Te 


ig true, that they cure themfelves at the charge of their husbands, 
turning theirevil upon them, and healing it with a greater. Bati€ 


‘they were capable of counfel, a man would advife them not to 


care for it, not to feem to perceive it: which is-a {weet mediocrity 
between this foolith jealoufie, and that other oppofite cuftom pra- 
Gifed in the Indies and other nations, where women labour to gee 
friends, and women for their husbands feek above all things their ho- 
nour and pleafure (for it isa teftimony of the virtue, valour, and repu» 
tation of aman in thole countries to have many wives.) So did Livig 
to Auguftus, Stratonice to King Deiotarus : and for tnultiplication o€ 
ftock, Sarah, Legh, Rachel, to Rbaihiee and Facob. 


Of Temperance, the four th viriue. 
CHAP.«XXX VT. 


Of Temper avice nw gener al. 


‘T \E mperance is taken two ways, eral-y for a moderation aid 
{weet temper in all things. Andifo it isnot a {pecial virtue, but?” 


general and common, the feafoning fauce'of all the refts and it is pet-Cpysral, 


petually required, efpecially in thofe aflairs where there is controver= 
fic and conteftation, troubles and divifions. For the prefervation 
thereof, there is no better way, than to be tree from particular phan- 

talics re, opinions, and fimply to hold himfelf to his own devoir. All 
jawful intentions and opinions are temperate chaler, hatred, are in- 
feriour to duty, and to juftice, and {erve only thofe that tie not them- 
{elves to their duty by Ginple reafon. 


preen ys for a bridle and rule in things pleafant, delightful, 


which tickle our fenfes, and natural bocce Habena voluptatis Sportal. 


ante libidinem & {luperem natura pofita, cujus due partes vere- 
cundia in fuga turpium, honeftas in obfervatione decori : Th: bridle 
ef p eafure, is placed between defire and dulnefs of nature, of which 
there if iwo puirts: hamefaftuels in the avoiding of filthy difhunel 
things: and bonefty, in the obfervation of comeline(s and decency, We 
will here take it more at large, fora rule and duty in all protperity 
wfoititude is the rule in all adverfity; and it fhall be the bridic, 
L14 
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Of Temperance in general. 


as fortitude the fpurr. With thefe two we thall tame this brutifh,favage, 


untoward part of our paffions which isin 


us, and we thal] carry our 


felves well and wilely in all fortunes and accidents, which is a high 
point of wifdom. 


Temperancy then hath for the fubject and general object there- 
ve defription Of ail prolperity, pleafure, and plaulible things 3 but efpecially and 


ef Temperancy, properly pleafure, whercot itis the razor and th 
f to cut off {range and vicious fuperfuitic 
is natural and neceffary: Voluptatibus ix : 
git, aliss dijpenfas o ad fanum modum redigit’: nec un: 
propter illas venit : (cit optimum effe m i 
welis, fea quantum debers. Tt cummandeth cur plesfures 
bateth and chaferh away, others i ferterh in order aud 
found mediccrity: neither doth it ever come 
knoweth that the beft mean of things to be defir 
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ihou wouldeft, bur fo much as thou oughielt 
and power of reafon, over concupifcence and violen 


¢ rules the ‘razor 
ss the rule of that Which 
tmperat, alias odit @ abj- 
usm. aad ilas 
odum cupttoram, non Guanium 
5 fome it 
bringe:b to 4 
unite them for them; it 
ed, is not fo much as 
. This is the authority 
t affections, 


which carry our wills to delights -and pleafures. It is the bridle of 


our foul, and the proper inftrument to clear thofe 
which arife in us by the heat and intemipe 
the foul may be alwaies Kept one, 
apply not it felf to fenfible obje&s, but tl 
date them unto it (elf, and make them ferve it. 
our foul fromthe {weet milk of the p 
make it capable ofa more 
rule that {weetly accommodateth al 


ty, fimplicity 
willingly tog 


dom; as contrarily Arts, 


pheity, diffic 
ther followin 
zn de/ictis fab 
cilinm f iftidi 
labour is in de] 
eside all ibing 


boyling tempeits 
rancy of our blood, that 
and apphant unto reafon, that ic 
lat it rather accommo- 
By this we wean 
leafures of this world, and we 
tolid and foveraign nourifhment. | It is a 
I things unto nature, to néceffi- 
facility, health, conftancy. Thefe ate things that go 
her, and they are the meafures and bounds of wifl- 
luft, and fuperfluity, variety, and multi- 
y, malady, and delicatenefs, Kecp company toge- 


*ntemperancy and folly. Simplice cara conftant neceffaria, 


“i. Ad parata nati firmus nos omnia'psbis diff cilia fa~ 

imus: There needs nogreat care for things necellary, the 
acies. We are born toih ngs already prepared: bur webave 
that were cafe, Aiffcult unious though loathfomenefi. 













































Of profperity, and counfell thereupon. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 
Of profperity, and counfell thereupon. 


Hat profperity which fweetly fallsupon us, by the common I. 

courfe and ordinary cuftom of the World, or by our own 

wifdom and difcreet carriage, is far more firm,and affured, and | 
leffe envied, than that which cometh from Heaven, with fame and ih 
renown, beyond and againft the opinion of all, and the hope even 
of him that receiveth thefe bounties. 

Profperity is very dangerous: whatfoever there is that is vain 2s 
and light in the foul of man, is raifed, and carried with the firft 
favourable wind. There is nothing that makesa man fo much 
ro lofe, and forget himfelf, as great profperity, as corn lodgeth by 
too great abundance, and bougins overcharged’ with fruit break a~ 
funder, and therefore it is neceflary that a man look to himfelf, and 
take heed, as if he ‘went in a ilippery place, and efpecially of infos 
lency, pride, and prefumption. There be fome that {wim ina fhallow | 
water, and with the leatt favour of fortune are puffed up, forget 
themfelyes, become inftipportable, which is the true picture of tol- i 
ly. \ 

From.thence it cometh that there is not any thing more frail, 3° 
and thatis of lefs continuance than an ill advifed profperity, which 
commonly changeth great and joyfull occurrents into heavy. and : 
lamentable,and the fortune of a loving Mother is turned into cruel 
ftep-dam. 

Now the beft counfell that Icangiveto aman, to carry himfelf 4 
herein, is, not to efteem too much of allforts of profperity and good 
fortunes, and in any fort not to defire them: if they fhall happen 
to come out of their good grace, and favour, to receive them wil- 
lingly and cheerfully: but as things ftrange and no way neccflary, 
bat fuch as without which aman may pafle hislife, and therefore. 
there is no reafon he fhould make account of them, or think him(elf 
the worfe or better man for them Non off tum; fortuna quod fecit tn 
um. Qui tutam vitam agere volet, ita vifcata beneficia devitet 5 nil dig- 
num putare quod Jperes. Quid dizgnum haber fortuna quod concupifeas ? 

Itis not tbine, which fortune hath madethine. He that will lead a fafe 
life, let him efchew thofe alluring benefits, and think nothing worthy that 
thon foouldt hope for. What worthy thing hath fortune, that thou fbouldt 
covet or defires 
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CHAP. XXXVIIL 
Of Pleafure, and advice thereupon. 


tes i é ich ie' 
ae defiription PLecafure is an apprehenfion and fenfe of that which js agreeable 


and diffindion 


to nature, it is a pleafant motion and tickling ; as contrarily, 
gricf or forrow, is unwelcome and unpleafing to the fenfes; nevers 
t velcfle, they that place it in the higheft degree, and make it the 
foveraign good, as the Epicures, take it not fo, but fora privation of 
evil and difpleafure, in a word, Indolence: According to their 
opinion the not having ofany evil, is the happieft eftate that a man 
can hope for in this life. Nimium boni eft cui ntbil ct mali: It is 
toa much goodwhich bath no evil. This is as a mid-way or neutra~ 
lity betwixt Pleafure taken in the firft and common fenfe, and 
Grief. It is, as fometime the bofom of Abraham was {aid to be 
betwixt paradife, andthe hell of the damned. This js a {wect and 
peaceable fiate and {etling, a true, eonftant and ftaied pleafure, 
which refembleth, in fome fort, the tranquility of the foulaccoun- 
ted by Philofophers the cheifand foveraign good; the other firft 
kind of pleafureisa@ive andin motion. And fo, there fhould be 
three eftates : The two extreme oppofites, Grief and Pleafure, 
which are not ftable nor durable, and both of them fickly : and 
that in the middle, ftable, firm, found, whereupon the Epicures 
gave the name of pleafire (as indeed itis in regard of grief and 
forrow) making it the chief and fovereign good. 
which hath fo much defamed their {Chool, as Sesees hath ingenu- 
oully acknowledged and faid, that their evil wasin the title and 
words, not in the fubftance, having never had either doctrine or 
life more fober, temperate, and enemy to wickednels and Vice than 
theirs, And it is not altogether without'réafon, that they called this 
Indolence and peaceable tate, Pleafiire : for that tickling delight 
which feemeth to mount us above indolence, aimeth at nothing elfe 
but indolence, or want of grief, as its proper But; as for Example,that 
appetite that ravifheth us, with defire of women, feeketh nothing elfe 
but to flic that pain,that anardent and furious defire to fatifhe our lu& 
bringeth with it, to quit our felves of this fever,and to purchalé our 
ret. <4) 

Pleafure diverfely hath been fpoken of,.and more bricHy and 
fparingly than was fit: fome have denied it, others de 


tcfted itasa 
monficr, and tremble at the every word} taking it alwayes in 


the 


This is that 












Of Pleafure, and advice thereupon. 


the worfer part. They that do wholly contemnit, fay3 firft, it is 
fhort, a fire of ftraw, efpeciallyifit be lively and a¢tive. Secondly, 
frail and tender, eafily and with nothing corrupted and ended, an 
ounce of forrow marrs a whole Sea of pleafure: It is called a 
choaked piece of Artillery. Thirdly, bafe, (hamefull, exercifing it felf 
by vile Inftruments; in hidden corners, at leaft for the moit part, 
for there likewife are magnificent, and pompous pleafures. Fourth- 
ly quickly fubject to fatiety. A man knows not how to continue 
long in his pleafures; heis impatient as well in his delights, as his 
gricts, and it is not long ere repentance follow, which many times 
yields pernicious effects, the overthrow of men, families, commone 
weals, Filthly, andaboveall, they ailedge againftit, that when it 
isin his highett ftrength, it maftereth in fuch a manher, that reafon 
can have no entertainment. 

On the other fide, it is faid tobe naturall, created, and eftabli- 
fhed inthe ~world, for the prefervation and continuance thereof, 
as well by retail, of the individuall parts, as in groffe of the {pe- 
ciall kinds. Nature the Mother of pleafure, in thofe aGtions that are 
for Our need and neceffity, hath hkewife mingled pleafure. Now to 
live well, is to confent unto Nature. God, faith Mofes, hath created 
pleafure, plantaverat Dominus paradifum voluptatis : The Lord planteth 
the paradife of pleafure, hath placed, and eftablifhed man ina plea- 
fant effate, place and condition ot life 5 and in the end, what isthe 
laft, and higheft felicity, but certain and perpetuall 1 -afure? Inebrias 
buntur ab ubertate domus tue & torrente voluptatis tue potabis eos. Suis 
contenta finibus, res ct divina voluptas: They foall be made drunken 
with the plenty of thy boule, and thon {halt naake them drink in the 
fiveams of thy pleafure. Divine pleafire is a thing that is content with her 
bounds. And to fay thetruth, the moft regular philofophers , and 
the greateft profeffous of virtue, Zeno, Cato, Scipio, Epaminondas , 
Plato, Socrates himfelf, have becnin effet amorous, and drinkers , 
dancers, {porters, and have handled, {poken, written of love, and o- 
ther pleafures. 

And therefore this matteris not decidedin.a word, but we mutt 


diftinguifhs for pleafures are divers. Thereare naturall, and not zhe difinGiows 
naturall: This diftin@ion, as more important, we will prefently of pea/ures. 


better confiderof. There are fome that are glorious, arrogant and 


difficult; others that are obfcure, mild, cafie, and ready, Though to 


fay the truth; Pleafurz is a quality not greatly ambitious; it is 
accounted.rich enough of it felf, without the addition of any thing 
to, 


‘es 
For #8, See 1,2; 
CAp.6 
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512 Of Pleafure, and advice thereupon. 
to the reputation thereof, and itis !oved beft in obfcurity. They 
likewife that are fo eafie, and ready, are cold and frozen, if there 
be no difficulty in them: whichis an inducement, 2 bait, afpur 
untothem. .The ceremony, fhame and difficulty that there is in 
the attainment of the Jaft exploits of Jove, are the {purs, and matches 
that give fire unto it, and encreafe the price thereof. There are 
{piritvall pleafures and corporall, not ( to fay the truth ) becaufe they 
are feparated: for they all belong to the entire man, and the whole 
compofed Subject: and the one part of our felves hath not any.fo 
proper, but that the other hath a fecling thercof, fo long as the 
marriage, and amorous band of the foul, and body continueth in this 
world, But yet there are fome wherein the foul hatha better part 
than the body, and. therefore they better agree with-men than 
beafts, and aré more durable, as thofe that enter into us by the fenfe 
of feeing, and hearing, which are the two gates of the foul, for ha- 
ving only their paflage by thcm, the foul receiveth them, concoct- 
eth and digefteth them, feedeth, and delighteth it felfa long time; 
the body feeleth little. Others there are wherein the body hath 
the greater part, as thofe which belong to the tafte, and touch, more 
grofle, and materiall, wherein the beafts bear us company; fuch plea 
fures are handled, tried, ufed,and ended in the body it felf, the foul 
hath only the afliftanceand company, and they are but fhort, like 
a fireof ftraw, foon in, foon our. 

5 The chief thing tobe confidered herein, is to know how we 

> he he fhould carry, and govern our felves in our pleafures, which wifdom 
wie i will teach us, it is the office of the virtue of temperance. We 

: muft firft make a great and notable difference between. the natu- 

rall, and not naturall. By the not naturall, wedo not only under- 

ia ftand, thofe thatare againft nature, and the true ufe approved by 

f the laws; but alfo the naturall thcmfelves, tf they degenerate.into 

; teo great anexcefle and fuperfluity, which is no part of nature, 
. which contenteth it felf with the fupply of neceffity ;whereunto.a 
man may add likewife decency andcommon honefty. It ‘1s naturall 

pleafure to be covered with ahoufe and garments againft the ri- 

i Which are #a- gour of the Elements, and the injuries of wicked mens but that 

i scien they fhould be of Gold, and Silver, of Jafper,or Porphyry; itis not 
natural!: Or if they come unto a man by other means than. natu- 

rall, as if they be fought and procured by rl, by medicines, or 

other unnaturall means: Or if they be firlt forged in the mind, 

ftirred by paflion, and afteswards from thence come unto the bo- 

dy 
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| dy, which isa prepofterous order: for the order of nature is, thae 
_ pleafures enter into the body, and be defired by it, and fo from thence 
-afcend unto the mind. And evenas that laughter that is procured 

by tickling the arme-holes, is neither naturall, nor pleafing but ra- 
| ther a kind of convulfion; foths¢t pleafure that is either fought or 
kindled by the foul, is not naturall, 

Now the firf rule of wifdome, concerning pleafure is this, to 
chafe away, and altogetherto condemn the unnaturall , as vitious, 
battardly ( for asthey that come to a Banquet unbidden, are to.be re- 
fufed 3 fo that thofe pleafures withourthe invitation of nature pre- 
{ent them felves, are to be rejected ) to admit and receive the natu- 
rall; but yet with rule and moderation : and this is the office of 
temperance in general] to drive away the unnaturall, to rule the 
naturall. | 

The rule of naturall pleafures confifteth in three points. Firft? Reales for sh 
that if it be without the offence, feandall, dammageand prejudice of 7#*#r4#. 
another. 

Secondly,that it be without the prejudice of himfelf, his honour, 
his health, his leifure, his duty, his functions. 

Thirdly, thatitbe with moderation, that he take them no more 
tothe heart, then againft the heart; neither covet them, nor fly 
from them, but take,and receive them, as men do honey with the 
tip of the finger, not with a full hand, not to engage himfelf in: 
them too far, norto make them his principal bufinefs, and onely 
work; much lefs to enthrall himfelf unto them, and of recreation® 
make them neceffities, for that is the.greateft mifery of all others. 

Pleafure fhould be but.as.an. acceffary, recreation for the time, that. 
he may the better return to his labour; as fleep which ftrengtheneth, 
the body and giveth us breath to returnthe more cheerfully to 
our work. Kobe fhort , a man muft ufe them, not enjoy them.. 
Butaboveall, he mult take heed.of their treafon : for fome there 
are that whileft we give. our {elvesunto them, and love them over: 
dearly, return evill for good, and more difpleafure, than delight :. 
but this is treacheroully, for they go before to befot, and deceive us, 
and hiding from us their tail, they tickle us and embrace us to. 
ftrangle us. The pleafure of drinking goes before the pain of. the. 
head: fuch are the delights, and pleafures of indifcreet avd fiery youth, 
wherewith they are made drunken. We plunge our {elves into them, 
but in our oldagé they forlake. us asit were drowned ard over- 
whelmed, as the Sea in, his reflux over-runveth the Sandy-banke: 
That. 


6. 
Thhefirft and 
generall rule. 
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Of eating and drinking, Abflinence and Sobriety. 
That {weetnefs which we have {wallowed fo greedily, endeth with 
bitterne{s and.t.pentance, andifilleth our fouls with a venemous hu: 
mour that infecteth and corrupteth it. 

Now,as moderation, and rule in pleafurss is an excellentand pro- 
htable thing aecording unto God, nature, /reafon, fo exceffe and im- 
moderate unrulineffe is of all others the mok pernicious , both to 
th: publick and private good. Pleafure i! valued, foftneth, and 
weakneth the vigour buth of foul and bod Y> Debilitstem induxere 
delitie , blandiffime Domine: Delicacies have brought in debility, 
asamift aluring Mitref;, it befotteth, and efeminateth the bett 
courages that are, witnedle Haznibal: and therefore the Lacedemo- 
nians that made profeflion of conternning all pleafures, were called 
men} and the Athenians, foft and delicate women, 
nifh the revolt of the Babylonians, and to affure himfe 
time to come, took trom them their arms, forbidding 
and dificult exercife, and permitted all pleafures and delicacies 
whatfoever. Secondly, it banifheth and driveth away the princi- 
pal virtues, which cannot continue under fo idle and effeminate an 
Empire:Maximas virtmtes jacere oportet, voluptaie dominante: The chicf- 
eft virtue mult be laid afide, when ipleafure beareib allthe way. Thirdly, 
it degenerateth very fuddenly into the contrary thereof , which 
is grief, forrow, repentance. ; for as the Rivers of {weet w 
their courfe to dieinthe Sale Sea, fothe honey of pleafures endeth 
m the gallofgricf Inprecipiti oft, ad dolorem Vergit.in contrarinm abit, 
nifi modum teneat. Extrema g audit lutins oecupat. de ix fubjecT io fedden 
downfall, it encligeth towards grief, is comverted into the contr ary, un- 
leffe there be kepta mean. Sorrow occupseth extrensities of joy: Finally, it 
is the feminarie of all evils, of allruine. “Ma/orwm; efca volupras , 
Pleafureis the habit. of evil. Fromitcome thofe clofe, and fecret jn- 
telligences, then treafons, and in the end everfions aiid rujnes of com- 
monweales. Now we will fpeak.of pleafures in particular, 


Xerxes to pu- 
lf of them in 
all painfull 


ater run 


CH AP. XXxIx.3 


Of eating, and drinking, Abstinence and 
| Sobriety. 


VY lctuals arefor nourifhment , to fuftain and repait he inArmity 
of the body-5 che moderate, naturall,; and pleafant ufe. thereof 
entertaineth it, maketh ita fit and apt-inftrument for the fouls as 


Contrarj/y 














































Of eating and-drinking, Abjtinence and Sobriety. 


contrarilyan’ unnatural -excefle weakneth, bringeth great and 
loathfome difeafes, which are the natural! punifhments of intem- 
perancy.. Simplex ex fimplict canfa valetwdos multos morbos fup- 
licia luxuria, multa fercula fecerunt: A fimple health proceeds from 
a fingle caufe, many. difhes bave cauled many difeafes, the punifhments 
of excefe- Aman complaincth of his brain for fending down fo 
many rheums, thefoundation of all dangerous maladies; :but the 
brain may well anfwer him. Define fisndere, ¢ ego definam fluere. 
Ceafe topour in, Laill ceafe to powr out. Be thou fobex im pou- 
ring down, and | will be {paring in dropping. down. But what? 
the excefie and provifion, the multitude, diverfity, and exquifite 
preparation of viands is come into requeft; and it is our cuftom even 
ia the greateit and moft fumptuous {uperfluites, to crave pardon for 
not providing enough. 

How prejudicate both to the mind.and to the body a full diet, 
with diverfity, curiofity, exquitite and artificiall- preparation is, eve- 
ry manimay find in himfelt. Gluttony and drunkenefle are idle 
and, undecent vices: they bewray themfelves futiciently by the 
geftures , and countenances of thofe that are therewith tainted; 
whereof the beft, and.more honeftis to be dull and dsowlie, unpro- 
fitable and unfit for any good + for there was never man that lo- 
ved his belly too well, that didever perform any great work. More- 


over itis the vice of brutifh men, and of no worth; efpecially drune . 


kenneffe, which leadeth a man to all unworthy actions 5 witneffe 
Alexander, otherwife a great Prince, being overcome. with this 
vice killed his dearett friend” Clitws, and being, come to-himfelf, 
would have killed-himfelf fer killing Clitus.. To-conclude, it wholly 
robbeth a man, of his fenfe, and preverteth his underftanding. Vi- 
num clave caret, dementat (apientes, facit repuer a/cere fenes.: Wine wani- 
etb government, it maketh wife men fools, and old men become children a - 


gain. 


obrie joughit be:none of the greateftand more difficult vir. 
Sobriety: thoughit be:none of th ftand e difficult 


4 


2 


tues; and which is not painfulltoany but fools, and madmen, yerSobrity 


itis a way and a kind of progreffe to other virtues: It extinguifhéth 
vice inthe cradle, and ftifleth it tm the feed : It is-the Mother of 
health and an affured medicine againit all maladies, and-that 
lengtheneth a mans life. Socrates, by fobriety’ had alwayes a 
ftrong body.and lived everin health; Mafinifa the, foberelt King 
of all thereft, got children at 86. years of age, and, at 92. van- 
quithed the. Casthaginianss, whereas Alexander by his drunkennefle 


died: 
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Of riot and exceffe ix apparel, Gc. 


died inthe flower of hisage, though he was better born and ‘of-a 
founder conftitution than them all. Many, fubje¢t to Gouts and 
ether difcafes, by Phyfick incurable, have recoveredtheir health by 
dict. Neither ts'it ferviceable tothe body only, but tothe mind too, 
which thereby is-kept pure, capable of. wifdome»and good counfell. 
Salubrium confileorum: parens fibrietas: Sebritty is themorb.r of whole- 
feme counfells: All the greatett perfonages of the world have been fe- - 
ber, not only the proteflours of fingular vertue and aufterity of life, 
but all thofe chat have excelledinany thing, Cyras , Cefar , Fulian 
the Emperor, Mabomet’. Epicurus the great Doctor of pleafure; herein 
excelled all men. The frugahty of the Roman Curit, aud -Fa- 
britit is more extolled than their great victories : the Lacedemo- 
nians as valiant as they were made cxpre(S profeflion of frugality and 
fobricty. 

Bataman muftin time and from his youth embrace this part of 
temperancy, and not fiay till the infirmities of old age come upon 
him, left that he be utterly caft down with variety of dileafes: as 
the Athenians, who were reproached for that they never. demanded 
peace, but in their morning garments after they had loft their kind- 
red and friends in warr, and were ableto defend themfelves ne lon- 
ger. Thisisto ask counfell whenit istoolate; Serain funds parfi- 

onia It is too Late to {pare when all x {pent. It 1s to play the good 
husband when there is nothing left but bare walls; to make hisimar- 
ket when the fair is ended. 

Itis a good thing for man not to accuftom himfelf to:a delicate diet, 
lett when he fhall happen to be deprived thereof, his body grow 
out of order, and his fpirit Janguifh and faint; and contrarily to 
ufe himfelito a groffer kind of fuftenance, both becaufe they make a 
man more ftrong and healthful, and becaufe they are more eatily got- 
ten. 


CHAP. xl. 


Of riot and excef[ein apparrell, and ornaments, 
and of frugality. 


|. hath been faid before that garments are not naturall, nor ne- 
ceffafy toman; but artificial], invented, and ufed only by him tm 
the world. Now inafmuch as they are artificiall, ( forit is the man- 
ner Of things artificial to vary and multiply, without end and mea- 


- fure, fimplicity being a friend unto nature ) they are extended and 


multiplied 















Carnal Pleafure, Chaftity, Continency. 


roultiplied into fo many inventions (for to what other end are 


there fomany occupations and traffiques in the world, but for the 
covering and decking our bodies?) diffolutions and corrupti~ 
ons, mfomuch that itisno more an excufe and covering of our de- 


fects and neceflities, but a neft of all manner of devices, vexillum 


Luperbie, nidus luxuries The banner of pride, the nef of luxurie , 
the fubje@ of riot and quarrels: for trom hence did firftb gin the 
propriety of things, mine, and thine; and in the greateit communi- 


ties of fellowfhips thatase, apparel is always proper, which is fig 


nified by this word, difrobe. 

It isa vice very familiar and proper unto women ( I imean excef$ 
in apparell) atrue teftimony of their weaknefle, being glad to win 
credit and commendations by thefe {mall.and ilender accidents, ‘bes 
caufé they know themfelves to be too weak and unable to purchafe 
credit and reputation by better means; for fitch as are vertuous. care 
leaft for fuch vanities. By the Lawsof the Lacedemonians, it was 
not permitted toany towear garments of rich and coftly colours ; 
but tocommon women: that was their part, as virtue, and honour 
belonged unte others. 

Now the true and lawfull ufe of apparel, is tocover our {elves a- 


| gainft wind and weather, and the rigour of the air, and fhould never 


be ufed to other end; and therefore as they thould not be excef- 
five nor fumptuous; fo fhould they not be too bafé and beggerly. 
Nec affetiate fordes nec exquifite munditie : Neither affetied uncleanneffe, 
wor excuifite pickedneffe. Caligula was as a laughing-{tock to all that 
beheld him, by reafon of thediffolute fathion of his apparrel, \ 4a- 
g*jtus was commended for his modefty, 


CHAP. XLI. 
Carnal Pleafure, Chaftity, Continency. 


Ontinency is a thing very difficult, and muft have a carefull and 


a painfull guard: Itis no eafie matter wholly to refft nature : Sea the capa, 


which in this is moft rong and ardent. 
And this the greateft commendation that it hath, that there 


| is difhculty in it; as for the reft,it is without a@ion and without 


j fruit, itis a privation, a not- doing, pain without profit, and there- 


fore fterility isfignified by Virginity. I fpeak here of fimple conti- 


j nency, and only in it felf, whichis a thing altogether barren and un- 
} profitable, and hardly commendable, no more than not to play the 


M m gluttor 


I. 
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glutton not to bedrunken & not of Chriftian continency, which to: 

make it a virtue hathtwo things in it, a deliberate purpofe always 

ta keep it, and that it be for Godsicaufe. Non hoe in virginibus. 

Augutt, predicamus, Guod fiat virgines fed quid Deo dicate: We praife not. 
this in. Virgins, for that they be Virgins, but becaufe they be dedica- 

tedunt) God: witnefsthe Veltals, and:the five foolith Virgins, fhut 

out of doores: and.therefore it is a common error, and a vanity , 

to call continent.women , honeft women and honourable, as if 1t 

were avirtue, and there were. an honour dueto him that doth no 

evill, doth nothing againft his duty; why-fhould not continent 

men. in like fort have the title of honefty and honour ?Fhere is no 

reafon for it, becaufe there is more difhculty, they are more hot, 

more hardy, they,have more occafions,better means.So unlikely is it, 
Igh,1.Cap,60 that honour fhould be due unto him that dothno evilly that it is net 
due untohim that doth good, but only, as hath been faid; to him 

that is profitable to the weale publick, and: where there is labour, 

difficulty, danger. And. how many continent perfons are there 
fiuft with other vices, .or at-lealt that-are not-touched with vain-. 

glory and prefumption, whereby tickling themfelves with a good 
PA ae opinion of themfelves, they. are ready to judge and condemn others? 
Ait And by experience we fee in many.women. how. dearly-+they fell it 
unto. .their husbands, for diflodging, the. devilk from that. place 

where. they row, and eftablifhing the point of honour as in its pro- 

i per throne, thcy.make it to mount more high, and to appear in the 
head ta. make him believe thatit.is not any lower elfewhere. If 

; nevertheleffe this flattering. word;. Honour, ferve to make them 

| more carefull of their duty, Ecare not much if-I allow of it. Vani- 

ees a ty it {elf ferves for fome ufe, and fimple incontinency and fole in it 
| ah {clf is none of the greateft faults, no more than others that are- 
. i purely corporal], and which nature committeth in her aCtions ci- 
/ ther by excefs or defect without malice. That which difcrediteth 
. it, and-makes it more dangerous, is, that: itis almoft never alone 

| i ' but. it.is commonly accompanied and followed with other. greater 
Suh ahs it faults, infected with the wicked and bafe circumftances of prohibi- 
Bi a ted perfong, times, places; praétifed by. wicked means, lies, impo- 
BY 4 dtures, fubornation, treafons, befidesthe loffe of time, diftraGticns 
Hi lit of thofe fra@ions.from whence it proceedeth, by great-and grie- 

. vous {candals. 

| | ' And beeaufe this violent paflion and likewife deceitfull, we 
Hah a Ay 44 vifement.touh arm our felves againft it, and be wary in defcrying the baits 


thereck. 





Carnall Pleafure, Chaftity, Comtinency. 
) ‘thereof, and the more it flattereth us, more diftruft it: for it would 


willingly embrace us to ftrangle us5 it pampereth us with honey,’ 


toglucus with gall; and therefore fetus confider asmuch, that the 
beanty of another, isa thing that is withoutus, and that as foon it 
turneth to our evil, as our good, that itis but a flower thar paffeth, 
a {mall hing,and almoft-nothing buta colour of a bodysand acknow- 
ledging in beauty the delicate haad-of nature, wetuuft prife it as 
the Sun and Moon, for the excellency that is init: and coming to 
| the fruition thereof by althonett means, always remember that the 
_ immoderate ufe of this pleafure confumeth the body, efftminateth 
| the foul, weakneth the fpirit , and that many by giving themfelves 
| overmuch thereunto, have loft, fome their lite, fome'their fortunes, 
| fome their {pirir, & contrarily, that there is greater pleafure and plory 
} in vanquifhing pleafure,than in poffefling itsthat the continency of 4- 
| dexander & Scipio hath been more highly commended, than the beaus 
| tifull countenances of thofe young damofels that they took captives, 
There are many kinds ordegrees of continency and inconti- 
_nency- The conjugall isthat which importeth more ‘than all the 
_reft, which is moft requifite and neceflary, both for the publick 
-and particular good, and therefore fhould be by all in greateft ac- 
count. It mutt be kept and -retained with the chafte' breaftof that 
party, whom the deftinies have given for our companion. He 
that doth otherwife, doth not only violate his own body, ma- 
king it.a veflel of ordure byall laws , thelaw of ‘God which com- 
_mandeth chaftity 5 of Nature, which forbiddeth that to be commor 
which is proper to one, and impofeth upon a man faith and cons 
ftancy of Countries, which have brought in marriagess of families, 
transferring unjuftly the. labour of another toa ftranger 5 and laftly 
juftice it {elt,bringing in uncertainties, jealoufies,and brawls, amongft 
) kindred, depriving children of the love of their parents, and parents 
ofthe piety and duty of their children. 


Of Glory and Ambition. 


C'HAP. XLII. 


: 
/ 
| 
Mbition, the defire of glory and honour (whereof we have al- 
DA seedy {fpoken ) is not altogether and in all re{pects to be 
} condemned. Firft, it ‘is very profitable to the weal-publick as the 


world goeth, for it is from thence the greatett of our horiourable 


if 


actions doth rife, that heartneth men to dangerous attempts, as 
Mm 2 we 
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Of Glory, and Ambition. 


we may {ee by the greateft part of our ancient hereicall men , who 
have not all beenled by a Philofophicall fpirit, as Socrates, Phocion, © 
Ariftides, Epaminondas, Cato and Scipio, by the onely true, and 
lively image of virtue; for many, yea the greateft number have 
been ftirred thereunto by the {pirit of Tbemiftocles, Alexander, Ces 
far: and although thefe honourable atchievements and glorious 
exploits have not been with their authors and actors, true works 
of virtue, but ambition; neverthelefle their cfedts have been very 
beneficiall to the publick ftate. Befides this confideration, accor- 
ding to the opinion of the wifeft, it is excufable and allowable in 
two cafes: the one, in good and profitable things but which are 
inferiour unto virtue, and common both to the good and to the 
evils. as Arts and Sciences: Hbmos alit. artes: incenduntur omnes 
ad {tudia glorie: Honour nourifbeth the Arts: all ave inflamed 
shrough glory to fimdy. Invention, induftry, military valour.. The 
other, in continuing the good will, and opinion of another. The 
wife do teach, Not torule our actions by the opinion of another, 
except it be fer the avoiding, of fuch inconveniences, as may hap- 
pen by their contempt of the approbation and: judgement] of ano- 
ther. 

Butthat a man fhould be virtuous, and do good for glory, asif 
that were the falary and recompence thereof is a falfe and vain opi- 
nion. Much were the ftate of virtue to be pitied, iffhe fhould fetch 
her commendations and prize from the opinion: of another; this 
coine were but counterfeit, and this pay too bafe for virtue; She 
is too noble.to beg fuch recompence. A man muft fettle his foul, and. 
in fuch fort compofe his ations, that the brig htneffe of honour da-. 
zel] not his reafon;.aud ftrengthen: his mind with brave refolutions, 
which fcrve him as barriers againft the affaults of ambition. 

He mutt therefore perfwade himfelf, that virtue feeketh not a 
more ample and more rich Theater to thew. it felf than her own 
con{cience: The higher the Sun is, The leffer fhadow doth it make :. 
The greater the virtue is, the leffe glory doth it {eek. Glory is truly 
compared to a fhadow which followeth thofe that fly it, and flyeth 
thofe that follow it. Again, he muft never forget that man com- 
meth into this world as a Comedy, where he chufeth not the 
part that heis to play, but only bethnks himfelf how.to play that 
part well chat is given unto him: oras a, banquet wherein a man 
feeds upon that thatis before him, not reaching to the far fide of 
the table, or {natching the difhes from the maften: of the feaft. “If a 
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Of Temperancy in {peech, and of Eloguences 521 
Man commit a charge untous, which we are capable of, let us ac- 
Ccpt of tt modcliy, and exercileic fincercly ; making account that 
God hath placed us there to ftand fentine),to the end that others may 
reft in fafety under our care. Let- us {eek no other recompence of our 
travel, than our own con{cience to witnefs our well doing, and defire 
that the witne{s be rather of credit in the Court of our fellow Citizens 
than in thefront of our publick aGtions. Yo be fhort 3 Jet us hold it 
for a maxime that the fruit of our honourable actions, is to have acted t 
them. Virtue cannot find without it felf,a recompence worthy icfelf, i 
To refufe and contemn greatne(s, is not fogreat a miracle, it isan 
attempt of no difficulty. He that loves himfelf, and judgeth foundly, 
is content with,an indifferent fortune. Magiftracics very aGtive and 
paflive are painful, and are not defired but by feebleand fick {pirits. 
Otanes one of the {even that had title to the foveraignty of Perfia, gave 
over unto his companions his right, upon condition that he and his 
might live in that Empire free from all fubjeQion and magifiracy, 
except that which the ancient laws did impofe, being impatient to 
command, andtobe commanded. Disclefian renounced the Empire, 
Celeftinus the Popedom, 
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CHAP, XLII. 
Of Temperance infpeech, and of Eloquence. 


THis is a great point of wifdom: he that rulethhis tongue wel! | 
A inaword,is wife. Quiin verbonow offendit, bic perfeciuset : The 

reafon hereofis, becaufe the tongue is all the worldsin it is both good 

and evil, life and death, as hath been {atd before. Let us now fte what 

advice isto be given to rule it well. | 

The firit ruleis, that fpeech be fober and feldom: To know how ! 
to be tilent, isa great advantage to {peak well; and he that knows not 
well how todo the one, knows not the ether. 

To {peak well and much isnot the work of one man; and the bef 
men are they that {peak leaft, faith a wife man, 

They that abound in words, are barren in good fpeech and good 
| actions; like thofe trees thatarefullofleaves and yield little fruic, 
much chaffe and little corn. 

The Lacedemonians, great profeflors of virtue and valour, did 
| likewile profeffe filence, and. were enemies to much {peech: And 
| therefore hath it ever been commendable to befparing in fpeech, to 
| } M m 3 ) keep 
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Of Temper ancy in [peech, and of Eloquence. 
keep abridle atthe mouth: Pone Domine cuftodiam ori meo: O' Lord, 

set a waich onmy mouth, And in the law of Mofes that veffel that had 
not his covering faltened to it,was unclean.By fpeech a man is known 
dnd difcerned :. The wife man hath. his tongue in his heart, the fool 
his heart.in his tongue. 

The {econd, that it.be true: the ufé of {peech isto affit the truth, 
and to.carry the torch beforeit, to make it appear 3. and contrarily, 
to difcover and reject lying. Infomuch, that {peechis the infrument 
whereby we communicate our wills and our thoughts 5: It had need 
be true and faithful, fince that our underttanding is dire@ted by the 
only means.offpeech. He that falfifieth it, betrayeth publick fociety ; 
and if this mean fail usand deceive us, there is an end-of-all, there is 
noliving inthe world. But.of living, we have already fpoken: 


The third, that it be natural; mode& and chaft: not*accompanied: 
with vehemency and contention, whereby it-may feem to proceed 
from paffion; not artificial nor affeCted 3 .not wicked, immodeft, liz 
centious. 

The fourth, that it be {erious.and profitable, mot vain and unprofi- 
table. A man muft not be too attentive in relating what hath haps 
ned in the market place or theater-or, repeating offonets and meri+ 
ments, it bewrayes too great and unprofitable leafure, osio abutentis,, 
& abundantis >. Of one abounding-with cafe, and abufing it. Neither is. 
it good to enter intoany large difcourfe of his owna@tions and for- 
tunes, for others take not fo much pleafure to -hear them as they-to re- 
Jate them.. 

But above all; it mufi never be offenfive,for {peech is the inftrument 
and forerunner .of-Charity 5 and therefore to ufe it againft it, istoge 
bufe it, contrary to the purpofe of nature. All kind of foul {peech, de~ 
traction, mockery, is unworthy a man of wifdome and honour. 

The fixth,to be gentle and pleafing not crabbed,harfh and envious; 
and . therefore in. common {peech acute and fubtile queftions muft be 
avoided, which refemble cratifhes, where there is more picking work 
than meat toeat, and their end is nothing elfe but brawls and conten. 
tions. . 

Laftly, that it- be conftant, ftrong, and generous, not loofe,: effemis 
rate, languifhing, whereby we avoid the manner of {peech of Pedan- 
ties, pleaders,. women. 

To this point of Temperancy belongeth fecrecy (whereof we 
have fpoken in the Chapter of faith ox. Adelity) not.only that which | 
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Of Tereperancy in fpeech, and of Rloquence: 


is comtnitted unto us, and given us to keep, but that which wifdome 
aud diferction telleth us ought to be fuppreffed. 

Now as f{peech makes a man more excellent than a beatt, fo Elo- 
quence makes the profeflorsthereofmore excellent than other men, 
For this is the profeffion or art of {peech, it is a more exquifite com: 
munication of difcourfe and reafon, the fern or roother of our fouls, 
which difpofeth the heart and affections, like certain notesto make a 
melodious harmony. . 

Eloquence is mot only a purity, and elegancy of {pecch, a difcrect 
choice of words properly applied, ended in a true and a juit fall, 
but it muft likewile be full of ornaments, graccs, motions 3 the words 
muft be lively, firfi, bya clear and a diftin@ voice, railing it felf, and 
falling by little and little; Afterwards, bya grave and natural a¢ti- 
on, wherein a man may fee the vifage, hands, and members of the 
Oratour to {peak with his mouth, follow with their motion that 
of the mind, and reprefent the affeGtions: for an Oratour muft firkt 
put on thofe paflions which he fhould ftirup in others. As Bracides 
drew from his own wound the dart wherewith he flew his enemy: 
So paflion being conceived in our heart, isincontinently formed into 
our fpecch, and by it proceedirg from us, entereth into another, and 
there giveth the like impreffion which we our felves have, by a fubril 
and lively contagion. Hereby we fee that a {weet and a mild nacure 
is not fo fit for eloquence, becaufe it cannot conceive ftrong and cou- 
ragious paflions, {uch as it ought, to givelife untothe Oration; in 
fuch fort, that when he fhould difplay the mafter {ail of eloquenceina 
great and vehement action, he cometh far thort thereofs as Cicere 
knew well how toreproach Callidius, who accufed Gallus witha cold 
and over mild voice and a¢tion, Tx nififingeres, fic ageres? then thy felv 
wouldcft thou do fo, if thon diddeft not counterfeit? But being likewife 
vigorous; and furnifhed as hath been faid, ithath not leffe force and 
violence than the commands of tyrants, environed with their guards 
and halberds; I¢ doth not only lead the hearer, but intangle him, ie 
reigneth over the people, and eftablifheth a violent Empire over our 
fouls. 

A man may fay againft Eloqnence, that truth is fufficiently 


maintained and defended by itfclt, and that there is nothing more @bje ions sax 
eloquent than it felf: which I confeffe is true, where the mind of fwered, 


men is pure, and free from faflions: but the greateft part of the 
world, cither by nature, or art, and ill inftru@ion, is preoccupated, 
and ill -difpofed untovirtue and verity, whereby itis neceflary thee 
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Of Temperawee in fpeach, and of Eloquence. 


men be handled like iron, which a man may foften with fire, befo 

he temper it with water: So by the fiery motions of Eloguenc¢> 
they muft be made fuppleand maniable, apt to take the temper of 
verity. This is that whereunto Eloquence efpecially tendeth; and 
the true fruit thereof is to’ arm virtue againft vice, truth againft 
lying and calumnies. The Orator, faith Theopbraftus, is the true 
Phylitian of the foul, to whom it belongeth to cure the biting of 
Serpents bythe mufick of the Pipe, that is, the calumnies of wick- 
ed men by the harmony of reafon,s Now-fince nomancan hinder, 
but that fome there are that feaze upon eloquence, to the end they 
may execute their pernicious defignments, how can a mando le({s 
than defend himfclf with the fame arms; for if we prefent our 
felves naked to the combat, do we not betray virtue and verity ? 
But many have abufed eloquence to wicked purpofes, and the ruine 
of their country. Itis true; but that is no reafon why Eloquence 
fhould be defpifed, for thatis common to it, with all the excellent 
things of the world, to be ufed or abufed, well or ill applyed, ac- 
cording to the good and bad difpofition of thofe that poffeffe them : 
Moft men abufe underftanding, but yet we muftnot therefore con- 
clude that underftanding is not neeefary. 
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Bfinency ina Souldier. 
374 See Sobriety, 
Advertifers what manner of 
men they muft be, and what 
they muft advertife: Reafons 
for both, 354 
Adverfity, which of the two is more 
difficult to bear Profperity or Adver/i- 
ty. Bes 
An advice of the wife upon both.27 9 
General advifements againft all 4dwer- 
fity, 281 
It iscommon to all men, but worketh 
divers effects, according to the divers 
fubjects. 281 
Wife men many times raife themfelves 
to the higheft pitch of their defires by 
Adverfity. 282 
Adverfities proceed from three caufes 
and have three effeéts. 282 
How aman muft acquit himfelfof all 
three. 283 
Adverfiry the true fruit of fin, andthe 
ruine thereof. 283 
Adverfities are of two forts. 283 
Adverfity toucheth but the leflér part of 
aman. 284 
Affairs, It is the part of a wifeman to 
carry himfelf wifely in his affairs.g01 
Kightgeneral inftructions; how this 
may bedone. 404 


The firft; Knowledg of the perfon 
and affairs. 301 
According to the divers natures of the 
perfons and affairs we muft change 
our ftyle and manner of proceeding, 

Or 
OF that prudence which is neined 
in difficult affairs and ill aceidents, 


82 

OF affairs or evils prefent preffing ae 
extream, 383 
What courfe to be taken in doubtful 
Affairs, what in difficult and dange- 
Tous. 383 
Affettion, over great Affetien to any 
thing brings many evils with it. - 235 

A ffections proceed from three caufes, 282 
Alliances, no fmall prop of State. 356 


If is wifdom ina Prince to take heed - 


with whom and how he joyn in alli 
avce. 356 
Ambition deteribed. yA) 
Ambitiontwo fold. 7E 
The force and primacy of ambition, 7 
Ambition never {atisfed, 7f 
It refpeéteth not Religion. 72 
It offereth violence to the laws of na- 
ture. yh 
It hath no limits, 73 
Ambition excufed, ah 
Ic harceneth men to dangerous at- 


tempts, 583 
It is allowed in two cafes, 5 







































40sbitiow a bad motive to war, 366 
Arms. 351 
An Armed power very neceflary for a 
Prince. 354 
Armed powers two-fold. 355 


A wife Prince muft always have fome 
people ready prepared and experien. 


ced in arms, 355 
See War. 
Army. A hungry army obferveth no dif- 
cipline. 359 
Art preferred before nature. ibid. 
Authority, a Pillar of State. 35 
Tyrannical authority to be abhorred 
360 
Nothing greater in the world than 
Asthority, 288 


It is maintained by twothings. 288 
Authority is fir in thelawmaker, fe- 
condly in the Law. 288 
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Anifiment is no ill, but opiaion. 


. $10 
Examples of the commodities of Ba- 
oifhment. Sti 


Rules for Bsttails. 379. See Rasles. 
Bineficence a mean to attain benevolence, 


a°7 

Benevolence the pillar of a Prinee and 
State. ibid. 
Beaffs. Many things common to benjis 
with men, 96 
Beafsexcelmeninmanythings. 967 


Advantages of man above Beafs 401 
Divers Hiftories of the wit and under- 
“ftanding of beafts. 98 
A queftion whether deafs be deprived 
of reafon, difcipline, judgment, ¢9 
A greater difference betwixt a man 
& a man, than a mananda beef. 101 
Beaffs more moderate in their plea- 


fures than man, 103 
Which the moft vertuous,a Man or a 
Beaft. 10 


3 
Beefs live more according to nature 


THE TABLE. 


than man. 104 
Two forts of bounties or good turns.424 
Advifements how a man {hould di- 
ret himfclf in thofe benefits he be- 


ftoweth : eleven in number, 424 
Beauty a powerful quality. 16 
Two forts of Beauty. i 


A defcription of the beauty of the oo 


I 

Beauty is as wifdom, and Bir Ati 
pai Beauty, 303 
Body. \t is made to fervethe foul. 495 
Books. What Books fitteft for’ young 
chiffiren, 442 
Burials, Againft the cuftom of interring 
the bodies of men. 


221 

Cuftoms in the difpofing of dead bo- 

dies reduced to five. 225 
Cc 


(i esreins: There are two forts of Cap 
ains, 374 See General. 

. Captain or General muh not fain 

his victory with infolency. 378 

wndry advifements how to carry 


edilclé being Conqueror or conquer - 
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Captivity is nothing in refpeé&t of fick. 
nefle and grief, 500 
Many excellent commodities and 

pleafures arife from imprifonment. 
501 
Ceremony. We are more fcrupulous in 
matters of Ceremony, than nature 24¢ 
Ceremony and decency ought carefully 


to be kept. 245 
How a wife man is to obferve Ceremo- \ 
nies, 2107 
An infelicity to many Courtiers, tof 
be Idolaters of Ceremonies. 247 
Children. The love of Children towards 
their Parents retrograde. 487 
The duty of Chilaren towards their 
Parents, - 459 


The Commandement touching the 
duty of Childtez;the one halfin the 
firft table, the other in the fecond.3éa 
Chrifianity. With what reafonsand per- 
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fwafions we are to plant and eftablith 
Chriftianity among in fdels. 200 
Cities, are prifons to the {pirits of men. 


194 
In Cittes vices axe hid im the root. ibid. 


What commendable in Cities. 198 
€holer, The defcription thereof, 81 
The caufes thereof, ibid. 


The figns and fymptomes-of Gholer. 82 
The effects. ibid. 
Choler proceeds from bafeneffe and 
imbecillity. 562. 
Fo be ftirred to Choler is to confeffe 
the accufation, 562 
Command. It is from Heaven. See Sove- 
TAIZwEY. “ea 
Commanity. The common Affe is always 
ill fadled. 193 
Degree of Community. 194 
Common wealth well governed without 
Science or Learning. 449 
Conmotions. There are many forts of 
Commotions. 388 
Advifements and’ remedies againft 


them: 388 
Two means to appeafe a furious 
eople. 389 
Advifements for particular perfons 
touching Comsmotions. 395° 
Gonfcience. The power thereoft 318 


Conjurations. The defeription thereof, 
385 
Kemedies and advifements againft 
Confpirators, 386 
The confpiracy being difcovered, 
what isto be done. 387 
Confpirators muft rigoroufly be pu- 
nifhed, but yet with wifdom and dif- 
cretion. 


387 
Gonference. Ye isa troublefome thing to 


confer or difpute. witha fool. 300 
Confefion. A modeft sonfeffion of our 
faults, healeth the malady of our fouls. 


235. 


€ompaffios two-fold. 


Company. The Company of a wicked'man_ 
194. 


dangerous. 
No Company mose dangerous thana 
mans OWN. 


THE TABLE, - 


192, 193, 


The Company of the vulgar fort of 
people dangerous. 


aun 
Counfel is the foul of the State.. 347 
Two forts of ConnfeHours. 248 


Counfellors, what manner of men they 


muft be, 318,349 
Nothing more dangerous than the 


Counfel of the Cabinet. 349 
Secrecy the foul of conn/el. 350. 
Many times good cownfels have bad 


events. 331 
Conquefts, the fecond’ means to increafe 
the Princes treafure, 35% 
Contempt of a-Prinee, the death of a 
State. . 363 
Hatred armed by contempt. 364 
Contempt of a Prince, from whence it 
proceedeth. 1bid. 
Continency required in a Souldier. 373 
Conterpadiion a remedy againft paffion. 
21¢ 

Converfation two fold. 297 
Country life is the coufen of wifdome 


194 
The country life wholly in exercife. 


194 
Countries newly found, in ufe.a thou- 
fand years before they were found, 
both in matter of religion and poli- 
CY. 


231 
Confiancy in .a-Prince, a.mean to win . 

authority. 3595 36c:- 
Covetou/ne? defcribcd. 


It isa Gangrene. 
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76 
The folly and mifery of Copeton{nefp ° 


in five points. 15 
Credulity, A man rauft not- be over-cre- 
dulous ex cept of his bef friends. 30 


Credulity is rather_an error or weak- 
neffe than malice, 


Craelty, a fin againft nature. 87 
Caffomes of couutrys to be-obferved, 220 


Cuffom in covering the. head,. fitting ~ 


atmeat, interring the dead in appa- 
rel, in things natural. 221 
€uffome 1s an imperious mifteffe, it 
planteth authority by ftealth. 
Nothing more ftrange, than the divers 
fity of Gaftomes in the world. Inftan- 
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ces of divers, 289 
The authority of Cuftome. 291 
Cuffomes and laws are to be obferved, 
not for their juftice, but for their re- 
verence. 294 
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Eath, That isthe beft that is leaft 
premeditated. 133 
The preparation before eath, a grea- 
ter torment thanthe execution. 133 
It is an exccllent thing to learn to 
dye, 309 
What we muft do to dye well.  #hid. 
A five fold manner of carriage in 
Death, thid, 
Remedies againft the fear. of Death, 
412 

To contemn Death is good, if it be for 
a thing that deferves.it, 318 
He that. Knoweth not how to con- 
temn Death, expofeth himfelfto di- 
vers dangers. ibid. 
The contempt of Death produeeth the 
boldeft and moft honourable ex- 
ploits ibid, 
Excellent {peeches uttered by many 
great perfonages touching the eon- 
tempt of Death. 318, 219 
Two caufes why aman fhould defire 
Death. 320 
It isa good thing to dye, when to 
live, &c. thid, 
A firme beliefand hope of the hap- 
pineffe of the life tocome,. is incom- 
patible with the fearand horrour of 
Death. 321 
Whether a man may be his own Ex- 
ecutioner, and the author of hisown 


Beath. tbid, 
Reafons for it and againftit, and ex- 
amples to prove both. 321,322 


Though it feem by all humane and 
philofophical reafon to be prattifed, 
yet Chriftianity doth no way approve 

323s 324 


Debility in defiring andchufing, 116 


In poffefiing and ufing. shia, 
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In good and. evil, virtue and vic, 


ir 
Touching Debility in virtue, thre® 
points to be confidered. ibid: 
Debility in policy, juftice, verity, reli- 
gion, 119,120 
In policy many msifchiefs permitted 
to avoid greater. Lig 
Debility in juftice. ibtd 
Debilsty in verity, divine, humane. 
120 
Debility in Religion. 121 


Debility in a man in whatis evil. 124 


Defire. The bottomleffe depth thereof. 


79 
The diftinétion. d 
Natural, 
Not natural. ; " 


9 
Our Defires gather ftrength by hope, 


79 
To Defire little is the firft rule to go- 


vern our pleafures or Defirese on. 256 
He that is poor in Defires, istich in 
contentment, thid. 
Demain, the firff means to increafe a 
Princes treafure, 1S1 

It muft not be alienated, ibid. 
Difctpline, Ut is Difcipline that makes 
men valiant. 372 

It is neceflary in war. ibid, 

It hath two parts. thid, 
Defpair, a torment to. hope. 80 
Dilimulation, the Science or feed of dif- 
truft. 339 
Neceflary in Princes; how-far forth, 
421 

Two forts of people in whom Diff- 
mulation is excufable. 421 
Diftruft required in a Soveraign how far 
forth 339 
Oyen Difruf® inviteth to deceive.tbid 


Difiruf of the counfels of another, 
many times makesa friend an enemy. 

605 
Diverfion,an. excellent remedy aginit 
all evils. 


384 
DrunkenneB, the vice. of brutifh men, 


and of no worth, and leadeth a man 
to all unworthy aétions, 510 
Ex- 




































Examples thereof. . 

Doubting as lawful as to affirm. 225 
There isa kind of Doubsing more cer- 
tainthan Science. 225 
Doubring, is the {cience of Sciences. 

225 
It is no affliction to remain always in 
Donbe. 225 
It isan excellent thing to know well 
how to Donébs, 403 


E 


Leflios or choice. Choice of things 
the office of wifdom. 30% 
What choice to be made of thofe 
things that are not evil. 304 
That are evil, 304 
The choice of two indifferent things, 
in all things alike, from. whence it 


cometh, 304 
Eloquence, the praife thereof, 506 
Thedefcription. 501 
Objections againft Eloquesce anfwer- 
ed. g07 
Envy coufen german to hatred. 84 


Remedies againft this paffion. 505 
Efimation of things according to their 
true worth, the true office of wifdom. 


302 
A twofold caution touching this E/fi- 
mation. 302 


We muft Efeem of things by their 
true, natural, and effential value. 302 
Equality. Againftthe Equalityandine- 


quality of riches. 204 
It isimpoffible to eftablith am Equals- 
ty. 24 
Equivocatiows, whether lawfull in. a 
Prince. : 341. 
Evils twofold, § enti 480 


External Evils confidered 3. wayes- 


480 

Buchequwer offices, not to be fold to bafe 
i mechanical perfons. 554 
Excrcifein arms what itis. 372 


Example teacheth with more cafe, and 


cca 


more delights 453. 
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Learning by Examplestwo-fold. 468 
Exemption from vulgar errors, the fir 


preparative to wifdom, “209 
Exemption from paffions, the fecond 
preparative to wifdom. 209 
Excxfe of fin a garment made of fig- 
leaves. 246° 
Inconfiderate excufes ferve for accu- 
fations. 204 
Evperience. more firm and affured, than 
Knowledg by Hiftory. 394 
EF 
Fe or confederacy what St is,300 
From whence it arifeth. 390. 
Advifements for particular perfons 
touching Fa@ion, 395 


Father, The power of the Fath over 
hischildren. 173. See Power, 

Fear defcribed. / 92 
The malice and tyranny thereof. oz 
Fears of all other evils is the greateft. 


It robbeth us of the pleafure’ of te 
life, $3 
It proceedeth. as well from the want 
of judgment as of heart. 
States governed with Fear, are never. 
durable. ; 
No man can be feared. by many, but- 
he muft Fear many. 344. 
Felicity what.is it. 196 
Field. The Beld’in a battel gives many 
times a great advantage. 2 97 
An excellent thing to be firftin the: 
Fidelity. The dignity thereof. AIZ. 
A. manmutt keep his faith to whom 
ever, to his fi bee, to anenemy, a 
thief, the enemiesof Religion. 414 
Faith or promife given, and confirm- 


ed by an oath is tobe performed, 415: 


Flattery. Hatterers. 
An opinion of greatnefs is fetled in 
the-hearts of Kings by Flatterers. 263 
Flattery dangerous to every particu- 


lar perfon, the ruine of a Prince and: 
State.. ely 4 8 


sR RE 

















Se _ a = : — = 
at li ee Sree cs mete i pe ee pO om oem 
> ete = 35 5 We z = = or 
ae ne i se oe z : 
ae — _ ~ = se 


ghe defeription and antithefis of 
Flatzery and true friendthip. 4¥9 
Folly will not be handled by:reafon, but 
authority, 287 
Flight not alwaies to be condemned, 479 
Feotmes. A comparifon betwixt Footmen 


THE TABLE. 


by a Prince. 355 
Glo,yisnot the falary and recompence 
of virtue. 582 
‘Glory comparedtoa Shadow. 584 
‘See Ambition. tid 
Gluttony brings loathfome difeafes 573 


and horfemen. 359 Goodneffe. What Goodueffe required in a 
Formali/ts defcribed. 142. Wife man, 247 
Fortitude or valour deéfcribed. 475  Goodutffemade compleat by the grace 

The praife thereof. ibid. Of God, , 250 

Fortitude isnot a quality of thebo- The ‘free gift of God. ibid. 

dy, but of the mind, 478 Grace is not contrary to nature, but per- 
Yertawemay make aman poor, butnot  fecteth it. i ibid. 

vicious, _ 284 

Which hath greateft power in-the H 

efigirsof the world, Induftry or For- | 

tHe, 306 Ha nothing in the world tor- 

The fucceffe of affairs in the power menteth us more. 8 

of Fortune. 331 Whatitis, and from whence it pro- 

‘it makes men happy in defpight of _ceedeth. 365 

virtue, ibid. Health defcribed, 16 

Forefight or prudence,a remedy againft Health how maintained, 16 

all evils. 285 How deftroyed. 16 

How to attain this Forefight ibid. Hearing the objeét thereof. 34 
Friendfbip, Friends, The de(cription of | The preheminence of Nearing, 40 

amity or friendfbip. 406 The Organ of Hearing, the ears, 40 

Sundry diftinctions oF friend/hipfrom Faith cometh by Hearing. 40 

the caufes which are four. 407 Herefies {pring from men refolute in 

A defcription of perfect Frissdjhip. opinion. 227 

: 410 An Academick er Parrhonian was 
Hever Heretick. 229 
GC Hypocrifie, difguifed lye. 425 


Arments ate not natural, but attifi- 
Cial. 540 


Garments the nef of all manner of vices: 


526 
The true and_lawful ufe of Apparel. 
580 
Ecntrak. The General in a Camp all 
in all, 374 
He is either ‘the Prince himfelf or 
fuck as he hath committed the charge 
unfte. 374 
Sundry qualities required in a Gene- 
wah, ibid, 
He muft not himfelf. or fuffer his 
men f0 attend the booty. 378 
fesorcewards, how to ba diftcibuted 


He that makes profefion thereof, 
lives in great pain. 421 
Hipecrifie natural in women. 420 
Honefy required in a Magiftrate. 473 
Honfythe firft principal and funda. 
mental part of wifdom. 237 
True Honey how to difcover jt. 238 
Vulgar Honey according to the ftyle 
of the world, 238 
A true Hon man is perpetually He- 
weft, at all timesand'in all places. 244 
A man muff not be an Hone man 
becaufe there isa Paradife and a Hell, 
270 
Honour, The defcription thereof, 200 
To what actions Honour isdue. 201 
Hongur no common & ordinary gueft, 


202 



















































































three things required unto Honour. 
202 
. The defire of Honour though a pow- 


| erful paffion, yet profitable, ibid, 
| Marks of Honour ibid. 
i Hope inflames defire. 80 


Horfemes, A comparifon between por/e- 
mex.and footmen, 309 
Houfbsuld husbandry, the duties are 
three, 433 
There is nothing more beautiful than 
a houfhold well. and peaceably go- 
verned. 435 
Husbands, what power they have over 
their wives. 171 
Particular duties of the Husband to- 
wards his wife. 434 
| Humors, to be fubjeé& to them is a 








Impofitions not without-the confent of 
the fubjeéts, 351 
Excefive Impoftions have- a.refem- 
blance of Tyranny, 363 
In equality good, fomoderate, 205 

| Fncef#, It is not nature, but laws and 

_ cuftomesthat makes Ice a fin in the. 


| great vice. 298 
re 
| Ealoufie deferibed, 8s 
The weakneffe thereof. 85 
The venome thereof, 85 
Remedies againft it, 558 
| Imagination.is hot. 4s 
| Many differences of the Misagination. 
46 
) The Imagination is aétive and ftirr- 
Paggse tes 46 
God is the higheft pitch of our Fma- 
| £ination. 277 


Collaterals, 292 
Indufiry, the more honeft certain, glo- 
| Tious, 349 


Judgement. A point of wifdomto judge 
| ofall things. . 218 
| To deprive man of Frdgement, isto 
make him no morea man but a beaft, 


219 
 Avwife man carrieth himfelf accor-- 
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ding tothe cuftom of the world, re- 
ferving ftill the Fadgement of things 


to himfelf. 220 
Tucontinency, 

Conjugal Incontinency isa breach of 

all laws. 530 
Infamy. Divers kinds of In famy. 850 
Infelicity what it is. 196 


Inferiours. The duty of. inferieurs to- 
wards their fuperiours, .confifteth in 
two points, 474 

Infirmity. See Debility. 

Ingratitude, It is a fin againft nature, 
withoutall excufe, and there is no 


thing init, but bafe difhonefty and 
fhame. 431 
Fuftice two fold. 1193 397 


Fufiice neceflary ina Sdveraign. 335 
Without it States are but robberies, 


337 
A fpecialufe of Fuffice to condemn 
ore,that he may ferve for example 


unto others. 443 
Fusice defined:. 397 
The firft and original Fufice. 268 
A great defect is-in diftributive Fx- 
frice. 399 
Tynovations dangerous. 360 


Tiuovations muft be wrought: by little 

and little, 360 

Innovators have alwayes glorious and : 

plaufible titles. 395 
Intelligence, a fubtilty common among - 

Princes. 240 
Infrustion. 

The Infrudion of a Child. reduced | 


unto three points, 
She forming of the fpitit. ¢ 
Al 


The ordering of the body. 
The ruling of the manners. 

Two forts of meanes. of InfruFions, 
ae 453 : 

byi Example §* 

Infirydion by way of queftioning, an - 
exeellent thing. 

Invention, From the fuficiency of in- 
vention, have proceeded thofe works 
that:have rayifhed the world with 


admiration. 56 
Ingen tsg:o 
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Tuvestion doth not only imitate na- 
ture, but excels it. 55 


K 


Nowledge of our felves, the firt 
Kinice we are to learn. 2:0 
Enjovned toall byallreafon. iid, 
The Knowledge of the perfons with 
whom, andthe affaires about which, 
neceflary in a wife man, 301 


L 


Abour required ina Souldier. 373 
Law. Multiplicity of Laws a tefti- 
mony of a fick common-wealth. 337 
TheLaw of afofes in his Decalogue, 
is an outward publick copie from 
which allthe Lawsaretaken. 222 
Reafon the life of the Law. tbid. 
Lazineffe or flownefle. 
Aman muft confult flowly, execute 
fpeedily. ; 360 
Leagues, Manyfortsof Leagues. — 
Leagues either perpetual, or limited. 


56 
Learning, A learned man likea Crow 
decked with the feathers of other 


Birds. 448 
Learning end wifdom go feKiom toge- 
ther. The reafon thereof, 448 
Learning doth intoxicate the braine. 

450 
Learning the proper means to wifdom, 

450 
Learwing marteth weak wits, pcrfe- 
cteth the ftrong. 452 


The greateft tyranny, that may be to 
bridle the Liberty ofthe fpirit. 219 
Liberality required ina Soweraign. 344 


A two-fold Liberality. 344 
It muft be with meafures 345 
Lying. The foulneffe and hurt thereof. 
420 

ft is the part of flaves to fye, of Free- 
men to {peak the truth. 420 
Life. The eftimation thereof, 105 


The length and brevity of Life, 106 


a 
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Magnanimity required ina Soveraign 





A comparifon between the countr 
Life, and the Citizens. 194 


Love vicious. 


Three principal Kinds of this Love to 
which allthe refiarereferred, ibid, 
Cadinal Locea furious pafion. 7 


M 


Meas 
Magifirates of divers degrees. 


18$ 
In the prefence of the Soveraign they 
have nopowertocommand. ibid, 


A general defcription oF Adagifrates, 


i 
How isheto carry himfelf tucking 
thofe commands that are repugnant 
to the Law of God. 742 
A Magifrate a fervant of the com- 
tmon-wealth,afpeakinglaw. 433 
Better fora Magistrate to be fevere 
than gentle. 473 


ie 346 
Magnanimity requir’d in a Magiftrate. 


° 
Man confidered by all his parts pa 


members. | 
+an an Epitome of the whole world. 


8 
Ales made by deliberation and coun- 
4 


: 8 
Created naked, upright, and the rea- 
fon why. 3 
Mans body divided into four regions 
or degrees, * 12 
Han compared to a common-wealth. 


67 
Mans confidered by comparing him 
with al! other creafures. S 


Maw hath many thingscommon ith 
other creatures, many different. <6 
Max born to forrow. 131 See Sorrow 
The confideration of tan by thofe 
varicties and differences that arein 
him. 1st 
Whereof there are five parts, 1 2 
Divers fhapes of men, 153 


Nothing 









































Nothing more beautifull in the body 


of Manthan the vifage. 19 

Seven fingularities in the vifage of 

Man. 48 
Manners. 

Divers Manners and conditions. of 

people, 16 


The caufes of thefe diverfities, 158 
Manmuers the third head of Provifion. 


34 
Manners the fecond part of difcipline. 
373 
inftructions touching manners. 458 
Two- Bad, (Bad and good 


fold for 2 Good. § which thcy are, 
458 459 
Marriage the fountain of humane focie- 


: 
ty. 164 
| Objections againft Marriages. 165 
The band of Afarriage unjutt, 165 
Marriage corrupteth good and great fpi. 
| rits. 165 
It hindreth the contemplation of 
things celeftial. 166 
Two things effential unto sfarriage, 
168 
Equality in Adarriege confifteth ofa 
perfect communication and commu- 


nity ofall things, 169 
Inequality agreeth with lawes and 
| - policies. 169 
| An Advicement touching the ufe of 
Marriage. A35 

Miferies of Princes in their Afarriages 

i8f 

Marriages firft inftituted by God him- 

felf, 169 


Thelove of Married couples parta- 
Kers of Friendfhip ina ftrait line, and 


of Collateral! friendthip. 408 

Matrimonial friendthip, two-fold 

409 

A4ditation a remedy for the wife againk 
adverfity. 


Meditation prepareth the foul and 

confirmeth it againft all affaults, 28¢ 

Read more of Meditation, 402 
Alemoiy. 

The Afemory moift, 
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It isthe Guardian or Regifter of ag. 


things apprehended by the fenfe. 


: 43 
Three kinds of differences of age mno- 
ry. Aé 
The Sciences of the Agemery, £6 


Memory, the treafure of Science. 446 

Many witha Ademovy full Ruft conti 

nue fools, A5t 
Military profefion. 

The praife and difpraife thereof. 193 
M nd, 

Particular advifement is touching the 
Mind. 445 
Mifery. 

Man is Aifery it elf. 129 

Man is miferable in regard of his 

fubftance, his entrance into the world, 

his continuance, his end. 131 

Miferies of Princes and Soveraigns 


18 
y red } 73 
Modefly required in a Souldier, 373 
Monarchy. 


OF the three Soveraign States, the 

Adonarchy is the more aticient and ma- 

jeftical, i 162 
Munition. 

The principal provifions and Alsen 

ons of war. arethree. 


Money, 
Armes, ¢ 


86% 

Vidtuals. 

N 
Nii enjoins honefty 2°98 
Nature teacheth honefty, 24X 


Nature the firft fundamental law of 


God, alightning, a ray of the Divi- 
nity. 


2 
We mutt follow Nature, aS & ete 
and Miftris, 243 
Natare how to be underftood 243 

Neceffity an enemy inyincible + 379 
A violent School-Miftris. 358 
It (harpeneth cowardlineffe. 378 

Neutrality or Neuters, 

Neuters odious to all men. 396 


$6 Nobility according to divers nations and 


Non judgements» 





















































judgements, hath divers kinds, 197 
Nobility defined 198 
Two things in perfe&t Nobility. 198 
The Nobility that. is given by letters 


patents difhonourable, 200 
Nowrifhment 
What Nowrifbment (befides the day ) 
fitteft for an Infant. 439 
Nurfe 
What choice to be made of a Narfe- 
440 
The Mother the true. and natural 
Narfe. 439 
oO 
O;"" marksof infirmity. See Deti- 
lity. 
Obedience more neceflary for the weale- 
publick than command 164 
Obligation. 


There is a two-fold Obligation, 430 
Active, paffive: 

OLfinacy in opinion 149 
Men prone to nothing-more than to 
give way totheir own opinions..149 
A vice proper.to Dogmatifis. 149 
Two means to captivate the beliefs of 
men to our opinions. 149 
Obfinacy in opinion accufeth a man 
of many vices and imperfections.300 

Offexces, or injuries. 

Wherefoever we fhallifind men, we 


fhall-find injuries, 483 
Neceflity to offend from whence it 
cometh 35 
The infirmities of O/d age. more in 
number than of youth. 109 
ld men twice children. 109 
Old age condemneth pleafures and 
why? 109 
Fhe vices of, fd age, what they are. 
109, 

Opinion. defined. 6x 


Cpimon uncertain, unconftant, fleet- 
ing, the. mother, ofall mifchiefs, the 


guide of fools, 61 
The world led by Opinion. 63. 
Wo Opinjon held by all. 223, 
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Oration Oratour . 227 
An Oration.good to encourage fouldi- 
ers. 378 


Order neceffary in war,.and muft be Kept 
for divers caufes, and after a divers 
manner. 373 
Order well kept maketh an Army in- 
vincible; 373. 


PR. 


Arentse 

The duty of Parents hath four fuc- 
ceffive parts, according to thofe four 
benefits thata child ovght'to receie 
fucceffively from his parents,life,nou- 
rifhraent,inftru€tion,communication. 
437 

The feverity of Parents in the educa- 
tion of their children condemned. 
443, 

Flattering indulgence as great a fault 


444 
Parents doubly ebliged. to bring up 


their children, 437. 
Paffions in general. 
Paffions defcribed: 66 
How theyrife and Kindle themfelves 
in us. 66 
Their agitation. 66 
_ Divers degrees in their foree of agita- 
tion, 66 


Paffionate affection trovbleth all, enfor- 
ceth the will, deceives the judge. 


ment. 34 
Patience. 

Reafon to perfwade Patience in fick-. 

nefie. 547 548 


Examples-of Patience 549 
Peace good in all et ony to the vanqui; 
{hers and vanquithed. 380 
Treatifes of Peace do well fucceed. 
when they are concluded under a 
Buckler. 380 
It muft befree without fraud and hy- 


pocrifie. 381, 
Paftor , 

A Paffor.a far more noble calling than, 

that of a Monk os Hermit. 192: 


Pedastucs. 


























































THE 
Pedassties. - 
A Pedantie decribed. 


prefumptuous. 
See more of th 


of themfelves. 147 
People. ’ 

Northern People their qualities and 
conditions. 157 
Southern, their qualitiesand con- 
ditions, 157 


three forts and decrees of People in 
the world, 158 
a large defcription of the People, or 
vulgar fort 187,188,189 
He that would be wife muft alwayes 
fufpect whatfoever pleafeth and is ap- 
proved by the People, 


212 
Per fectioss 

Three degrees of Porfedion. 248 
Pleafure, 


The higheft Pleafwre hath a fight and 
complaint to accorapany it. 116 
Pleafures rarecome not willingly, and 
are never pure. 131 
Temperance is the rule of our Plea- 
[ures 274 
It is a fantaftical opinion generally to 
condemn all Pleafures. 2°§ 
Prety neceffary ina Soveraign. 336 
Piety and probity muft be joined to- 
gether. 269 
Polygasy. Some accufe Chriftianity for 
taking it away. 171 
Poligamy nelpeth to Multiplication. 
17k 
Poligamy divers. 172 
Poverty, Riches and Poverty the ground 
OF all difcords. 204 See Riches 
The Pewer of the Husband over his 
wife, 170 See Husbazd. 
The Power of the Father over his 
children, 


173 
The Power of Soveraigns, 178 
: ; ~ Monarchal. 
Sover t : : 
rcs told3 Ariftocratical. 161 
”C Democratical. 


Every one of thofe governed after a Provifion, 


142 
No people more fottifh, none more 

142 
is inthe 3, Book 13, 
Chap. Pedanties havea good opinion 


TABLE. 


threefoldmanner, 63 1 
Soveraign power fubdivided, 164 | 
The Father in former ges had power 
over the life of his children. 193 | 
Precaution,a retnedy againft paffton.17¢ 
Precepts, Tolearn by Precepts is a long 


way. !hezeafons. 453 
Learning. by Preceptstwo-fold, 453 
Precipitation an €nemy to wifdom, 206 


It ptoceedeth from paffion,and infuf- i 
ficiency. 306 ) 
The vice contrary to it is lazinefle.306 
A long and unprofitable repentance 
isthe reward of headlong haftineffe. 
3°7 
Prefests tributes Sic. 
Prejents, the third means to encreafe 

a Princes treafure, 35% 
Prefamption confidered diverfly. 1¢3 
Pref{umption o£ our own fufficiencies, 

a capital enemy to wifdom. 149 
Pride aiid prefumption the greateft de- ; 
feéts of the fpirit, 60 
Principles. i 
It is an injuft tyranny to fubmit our “| 
felves to Principles, 226 \ 
Neo man hath power to give Principles 
but God alone,who is onelyto be be- 
lieved becaufe he faith it. 225 
Privy Seals, the belt way to levy money », 


or to enrich a Kings treafury 352 
Prodigality, 
Not to eadure riches is rather weak~- 
nefs of mind than wifdom. 1b; 


Profperity and adverfity the two Schools, . 
and touchftones of the f{pirit of man , 
278 
which of the two is more difficult to 
bear, Profperity or adverfity. 278 
Many have perifhed bythe want of | 
difcretion to moderate themfelves in i 
their Ps ofperity, $71 
An advice how a man muft carry 
himfelf in Profperity. 57¢ 
Providence and deftiny or neceffity, are 
not two diftin& laws in effence, nei- 
ther are they one, 48m 
See Fore. fight. 


Naz 








perenne, 





There are feven heads of Provifion 334 


‘Knowledge of the State. 334 
Virtue. 335 

¢ Manners 337 
2% Counfel. 347 
Treafure. 351 

|} An armed power. 354 
| Alliance 356 
Prudence. The excellency thereof, the 
defcription. 330 


It confifteth of three things, the uni- 
verfality, obfcurity thereof. 330 
itis a Sea without any bottom or 
brink. 33 
Of that Prudence that is required in 
difficult affairs publike and private.- 
82 

F xnifomene, : 
Punifbment of offenders divers in. di- 
vers Countries 155 
An advice for Punifhments though 
juft and neceffary ina ftate. 362 
Six rules therein to be obferved,352 
Purveyours by their rigorous courfes ex- 
pofe the Prince to the hatred of the 
people: 363 


R 
REY hath divers faces, which pro- 


ceed from many caufes. 
A wife man ruleth himfelf according 


fo Reafon.. 403 
Itisa main bonus gemins, 403 
Religion 

Diverfity of Religion; 25 

All agree in many principles of Reli- 
glow. 258 
All differ in many. 29 
The cruel cuftomes of many countries 
in matter of Religion. 2525259 
Every Countrey prefers his Religion 
above the reff. 260 


Chriftian Religion the trueft. 260 
What Religion that is that hath great- 


eft appearance of truth. . 266 
A man mutt be honeft before he be 
Religious, 270 


Me that hath Religion without honefty 
itis fan more dangerous, than, he, that 
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hath neither the one nor the other: 
27% 
Repentance a teftimony of infirmity. 331 
Repentance is a denial of the will,it is 
inward, the medicine ofthe foul, the 
death of fin, 253: 
Reprehenfion. See Admonition , 
Free Admonition the beft offence of a- 
mity. AIG 
Profitable to Princes. AIG: 
Three things required to this office. 


417: 
A wholfome holy Reprehenfion may be 


Judicioufly applyed. 416 
The rules of true admonition eight. 
415 
Repudiation, 
Some accufe Chriftianity for taking. 
it away, 175 
Anfwersto the objections made for 
Repudiation. 171. 
Repudiation divers, . 172 
Caufes of Repudiation, 172. 
Reeffitestion. 
Four things therein to be obferved. 
432. 
That it: be not: too fpeedy. 432 


That it be withfomeufiry. 432 
That itbe with agood' heart; 423 
That the will be: forward: where the. 


ability is wanting. 433 
Revenge. 
Itéis a cowardly paffion. 85. 
The valiant mind contemns it. 84 
It is abiting unjuft paffion. 86° 
Riches and Poverty the ground of alt 
difcords and troubles. 204, 
Which of the two moft dangerous. . 
2084 
Riotin apparel,a vice proper to women. 
580 


Rules of war. 
to-prefcribe certain Rules and perpe- 
tual it is impoffible, 374. 
Some to be obferved throughout a 


war, fome upon occafion. 275: 
Ries forthe whole time of war whac 
they ares. yee 


Rules 









































are to be confidered. ly Bs 
S 
a Atraments. 
8 : : 
5 The Sacraments teftimonies of mans 
infirmity. 123 


See Debility. 
Sacrifices, markes of humane infirmity. 


122 
Sadnefs or Mourning. 
The defcription thereof. 88 
It is notnatural. 88 
Ceremonious forrow deceitful. 88 
It is unjuft pernicious, 83 
Satiety noyf{om, 181 
Schollérs. 
No people more unfit. forall things 
than Schollers, 450 


Schollers learn out. of books excellent 
knowledg, but with ill meansand as 
bad fuccefs, 451 
Schoolmafter. 
Inftruétions for a (choolmafter to make 
his {choler to {peak and to reafon, 
Demands and queftions neceflary in 
a fchoolmaffer. 55.4, See Inftructions. 
Severity in {choolmsffers condemned. 


443 

. Mildnefs commended. 443 
Science in what ranK to place it 3-allare 
not of one opinion. 203 
A defcription of Science. 446 


Memory the treafure of fcience 446 
Science not neceflary for fundry cau- 
fes, 446 
An advice touching thechoice of (ci- 
enCe, ~ 45 
‘Sciences are the riches of the fpirit. 


303 

Secrecy a charge full of Inconvenience. 
415 
Sedition what it is. 391 
From whence: it arifeth. fo 


; 3 
What men &tteft for {uch a bufinefs.. 


39% 
Self love the gangreen and corruption of 
the foul, 21.6 
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Rules for the fight, where many things 





It proceeds from the ignorance we 
have of our weaknefs, 26> 
Senfe in general, 

The faculty of fenfe, that is, of per- 

ceiving and apprehending outward 

things, is done after a five fold man- 

ner which we call the five Jenfes. 33 

The objects of the fenfes different ac- 
cording to the diverfity of the fenfe, 


Six things required in the eerie 
this Faculty. 33 
Senfe when and how it is made, 34 
The common fenfe what it is, 35 
All knowledg begun inus by the fen- 


fes. 35 
The number and whether onely five 


25... 
OF every particular fenfe, fee Rides a: 
their right letter, 
Servitudetwo fold, 181 
Severity a means to win authority, 359 
Severity in a prince commended 250 
Severity muft be mingled with fome 
moderation. 359 
Sight, The obje& of the fight not colour 
but light. : 34 
The organ of the fight, the eye, whicit 
is a part of the body, firft formed, laft . 
finifhed, : 39 
The fenfe of feeing- excelleth all the 
reft in fivethings. 39 
Slaves The ufe of Slaves monftrous and 


ignominious. 176 

Permitted by the Laws of Aofes how? 
176° 

Four forts of flaves. 176 


Sobriety a way to the other virtues. 578 
The praife of Sobriety, 578 
Not only ferviceable to the body, but... 
the mind too ; 
The time when a man muft begin to 
be fober. 579 

Souldiers, Divers forts of fouldiers, 36.9 
Foot preferred before horfemen, na- 
tural before ftrangers, ordinary and > 


fubfidiary both neceffary. 369 
Solitarine/s no fangtuary agaimft Gin,tem: 
ptations, 1O2 
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Monarchal. 
ne ati ariel © 161 
three-fold, 2 democratical. 
Every one of thefe governed aftera 
three-fold manner, 162 
Soveraign power fubdivided. 161 
Soveraignty the cement and foul of 


Tit || humane things. 178 
i ; Subject to changes. 178 
Hi The defeription of foveraignuty, 178 
The properties thereof. 178 

Sovereignty.why fo much defired. 178 

€ manners of Soveraigus. 180 


The miferies and inconveniences of 


Hi Soveraigus. 180 

i vad Miferies in their change. 180 

| it Miferies in their pleafures. 18i 

iM} i Miferies intheir marriages. 181 
a ee Soveraigns marry not for themfelves, 
1 cana but the good of the State. 183 


Séveraigns or Princes fee with other 

mens eyes, underftand by other mens 

ears. 184 

Soveraigns poffefled by three forts of 

people, ‘ 183 

Four principal virtues required ina 

Severaign. 336 

A Soveraign muft mingle prudence 

1 with juftice, 

4 A Soveraign muft be a Lion in his blows 

a Fox in his counfel, 339 

i) % Credulity dangerous in a Prince. 339 

. Entelligence neceffary with Princes, 

how far forth, 341 

Soveraigns muftdo no unjuftice in a- 

ny eafe,but with great unwillingneffe 

| and grief of mind, 342 

, Valour required in a Soveraign. 342 
Teh eas Clemency required in a Soveraign. 

R Ht 343 

| yt)” The government and maintenance of 

a Princein his State, confifteth of be- 

nevolence, authority, ei, 

It is apart of wifdom ina Prince to 

temper his clemenc 364 

A Soveraign that lofeth never little 

of his authority marreth all, 260 

He muft not make any fubjeét too 

great. 360 


saaicesa senna tillenntataen tiene ierenenmn cette 
ace fear eet 
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Tyranny to be abhorred in a Seve~ 
rAign. 360 
A Soveraign muft carefully preferve 
himfelf from three things. 362 
A Soveraigen muft alwayes have in his 
hand a little book or memorial con- 


taining three things 365 
How he muft order rewards and pu- 
nifhments, 365 


A Soveraign inthe enterprife of war 
muft look into the juftice of the caufe 
366 

A Soveraign before he undertake a 
war muft advifedly confider of four 
principal points. 368 
Soul, The definition of the Son! very 
difficult. 


21 
Eafy to fay what it is not. 22 
Hard to fay what it is. 22 


The nature and effence of a humane 
Soul 


2 
The fox! whether corporal or incor. 
poral. 23 
The faculties of the foul divers. 24 
The immertality of the Soul. 29 
Man naturally inclined to believe it, 


29 
Three differences or degrees of fouls, 


The eftate of the foul after death. 
Of the vegitable 
ternats. 32 
Sorrow never pure without thealliance 
of fome pleafure. 117 
Man born te forrow. 13% 
Three reafons why forrow is natural, 


131 


30 
31 
Soul and her fubal- 


Spirit humane, 
The Offices rhereof. 50 
The general defeription and praife 
thereof. 52 
Diverfity of diftinétions of the fpirit: 

53 

The Spirit a perpetual agent. 53 

It is a miracle to find a great Spirit 
well ruled and governed. < 

A man of an indifferent Spirit fittex 

for government. 59 

The fineft wits not the wifeft men, 66 


Man 

















































































| Man hath a bufie troublefome Spirit. 
244 

A fhameful bafe thing for the Spirit, 
to ferve the body. 404 
Speech, The force and authority of fpeech 
° 


4 
Speech the hand of the fpirit, 40 
The correfpondency of hearing and 
[peech. 45. See Tongue. 

‘ Rules for fpeech. 530 
Speech common to man with other 
Creatures, 96 

State, Two parts of matter of State. 





op 393 
T2 know the State the chief point of 


provifion. 334 
States governed with fear are never 
durable. 337 
The props of a Stateare feven. 338 
See Provifion, ei 


| 

| 

| Storke. The nature ofthe Storke, 540 
| Siratagems, whether lawful in war, pere 
|. mitted in war, and without the preju- 
dice of mans faith- 3° 
Stupidity aremedy againft paffions. 


214 
_ Subjects. The duty of fubjeFs confifteth 
_ in three points. 5 
How fubj-&s are to carry themfelves 
under a Tyrant, 567 
Subjets never permitted to attempt 
any thing againft a Soveraign Prince 
for what caufe foever. $71 
| Subfidiesand Lones. 
Subfidies the fixth means to encreafe a 
Princes treafure. 54359 
No fubfdies but upon necefity. 252 
Sabfidies not to be impofed, but with 


| the fubjeéts confent. 352 
“See Impofttions. 
| Subtility to defend, is as commendable as 
it is difhoneft to offend, 300 
| Superioars. 

The duty of fuperiowrs conGfteth in 
_ twe things, 5838 


It is no greatnefs Fora man to make. 

him(elf to be feared,except it be of his 

enemies; 5990 
Saperfisions, injurious.to Ged, an ene: 


| 
| 
i 
if 
( 
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Temperancy two-fold, 





my to true religion. 210 
Nothing doth more refemble true re- 
ligion, and yet no greater enemy 


thereunto than (uperftition. 246 
The difference betwixt Religion and 
Superfiition. 220 


T 
iS uaa the property of Hereticks, 


Sophifts, Pedanties, 129 


Sores 

° 
Special. te 
The fubje& and general object of 
Temperaucy is properly pleafure, 


whereof it is the razor and the rule, 


ie 339 
Divers defcriptions of Temperancy. 


Tyrant, 


Whether it be lawful to lay violent 


hands upon the perfon of a tyrane- 


474. 
He may be a Tyrant in the execution 


three- wayes, 


a , 4TA 
In matter of religion,conftraining his 


fubjects confciences. 474 
A Tyrant the inftrument of Gods ju- 
ftice. 7 
One only cafe wherein itis lawful to . 
refift a Fyrant, 575 
Tyranny what it is. 392 
The caufe of publick commotions and 
rebellions, 392. 
Tyranny muft either be hindred at the. . 
entrance or fuffered being eftablifhed, 


393 
Tyranny to beabhorred in a King 2 


375°: 


Tougue. 


The Tongae the inftrument of whatfo - 
ever is good or ill, 513, 
The tongue in.all the wortd, 514 


Tortures rather .a-proof of patience than _ 


verity. 120 
Tortuves bad means to &ift out the. 
truth, ae 


Injuftice te Torturefor an offence, yet: 
doubrful, 121 


TrAaGeess. 


acne rs 
Usa anit 
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qrafique which the Soveraign ufeth by 
his factors,the fifth mean to increafe,a 


“Princes treafure. 3 

Trafiqne of honours and ofiees bafe. 
350 
A three fold ufe of ufery in Princes 
for five in the hundred. 350 
Tranquility of {pirit the crown of wife- 
dom, 325 
Tranquillity what itis. 326 
The means to attainthereunto. 365 
Treachery more bafethan Atheifm: 438 
Injurious to God and man. 542 


Treafon what it is, 388 
What kind of people are fubject 
thereunto, 389 
The advifements and remedies, the 
fame that belong to conjurators. 389 
To pitty a Traitor is cruelty. 389 
advifements for particular perfons 
touching Zreafon. 404 

Treafure the fifth head of provifion. 349 
Treafure the finewes of the State. 349 

Tratkh lodged in the bofom of Ged. $4 
The greateft argument of Trath the 
general confent of the world. $5 
The Truth and effence of things, en- 
tereth notinto usbyits own proper 
firength and authority. 60 
Truth two-fold. 120 
Humane imbecillity cannot endure 
the fplendor of Truth. 120 
The two principal means to attain to 

the knowledg of the truth 
Reafon 
Experience, é a 
A thoufand liesfor onetruth. 225 


». 


Vv 


V Agabonds. 

The increafe of Vagabonds inthe 
world, 178 

Valour required in a Soveraign., 350 
Difcipline makes men Valiant. 280 
To valour three things are required. 


389 
True valow doth not fpeak, but exe- 
cute, 361 
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The defcription of valour or fortitude 

A488. 
True valour muft {pring from a true 
ground, not from paffion, hope of 
gain, ambition, wearine(s of lifesor to 


prevent captivity. 495 
Vanity the mofteflential quality of hu- 
mane nature. . Lit 
Vanity {hewed many wayes, and after 
a divers manner, 112 
Vanity in falutations,congies, comple- 
ments, 115 
We are Vain at the charge of our own 
eafe, health, life, 5 
Virtue. 
It is not in the power of man to putin 
practice all Virtues. , 118 


A man many times cannet perform 
that which belongs to one Virtue, 
without thefcakdal or offence of a 
nother, or of it felf. 118 
Vidory confifteth not inthe number, but 
in the forceand valour, 334 
i heeving victories condemned by 4- 
lexander. 385 
Villual. The ufe of Vidual. S04 
Vifage or Face. Nothing more beautiful 
in the body of man, than the vifage. 
Seven Singularities in this vifage of 


man. 19 
Impoffible to find two in all things 
alike. 154 


Vocation. The choice of a vocation ot 
form of life very difficult, wherein.a 
man carrieth himfelfdiverfly. 254 
Some happy, fome unhappy in their 
choice. 

Moft men deliberate not of choice. 


255 
Underftanding,or the intelle&tive faculty 
The feat thereof, the brain, not the 
heart. 43 
The Onderfandirg dry. 44 
and therefore old men, melancholilee 
ingenious. So beafts of a dry tempe- 
rature. 4 
Three principal offices and differen- 
ces of the Underffanding, 46 
Cold ferveth the Underfanding 46 
The 
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The Sciences that belong to the Us- 
derftanding. 46 
The Underftanding the beft of the 
three faculties of the foul. 47 
Underftanding not given alike unto 
all. 48 
The difference betwixt the Underfan- 
ding and the will. 60 


Inman the Underfanding inthe So. 


veraign. 13 


The power of the UnderfPasding cor-* 


rupted by the Senfes. 66 
WwW 


W * or military action 
VW Military ation reduced to 
three heads. ; 366 
God favoureth juft Wars. 366 
The firft head enterprife. 366 
Ambition and avarice bad motives to 
War. 357 
That a War be in all points juft, three 
things are neceflary. i€7 
War defenfive moft juft, ibid. 
War offenfive upon what caufes, ibid. 
_ the end of War muft be peace. ibid 
WickedueB, a defcription of Wickednef. 
254 
Itingendreth offence and repentance 
in the foul. 254 
Whether there may be any fuch profit 
or plesfure,as may carry with ita fuf- 
‘ficient excufe, for the committing of 
fuch or fuch a fin. . 260 
Three forts of Wickedue8 and wicked 
people: their comparifon. 261 
wife, The duties of the wife to her huf- 
band. I7t 
Particular duties of the Wife towards 
her Husband, cO4 
Wil, The will a world turned topfie tur. 
vie. E09 
The wid corrupts the underftanding, 
€0 
Impieties, Herefies, Errours in faith 
and Religion {pring from our wicked 
and corrupt will, 6: 
The preheminence and importance of 
the Wik. 6 





Will or lah tehame nt: 

Inthe laft difpofition of our goods 
the belt way isto follow the lawes ard 
cuftomes of the countreys 46% 
A pattern of anexcellent Wil. -430 


Wifdomand {cience things very differ. 


ent, £60 
Wifdom more worth than Science. 500 
Wifdom and Science go feldor toge- 
ther. : AGI 
1 he reafons thereof. 
Wifdore the rule of the foul. ‘440 
Wifdom a neceffary good, and tniver- 
fally commodious. 449 
Wifdom properlyamansown. “4/7 
Common-weales well governed by 
wifdom without learning. 448 
Two preparitives to Wifdom 200 
Two foundations of Wifdom. 200 
Six offices and functions of Wifdon, 
4 208 
Two fruits or effects of Wifdom. 202 
A wife man defcribed. 202 
To havea certain end and form of 
life, the fecond foundation of wifdor 
252 
The principal rules of wifdom con- 
cerning religion, and the worlhip of 
God 224 
Itis the part of a wife man to obferve 
the Laws, Cuftome:, and cememonies 
ofthe Countrey. 285 
Itisa bafe thing for wife-men to (uf. 
ferthemfelvesto be carried with cu- 
ftomes, 286 
The part ofa wife man to keep him- 
felfalwayes ready for death. 208 
It is the crown of wifitom for a man 
to maintain himfelf in true Tranqni- 
lity of {pirit. £09 
Two forts of wife men 228 


World. The divifion of the perl irto 


three parts, Northern, Middle, Sev- 
thern. 1O4 
Their natures and difference in every 
thing 1G 
In the bodies, {prrits.rcligion,maners 
of men. $6: 
The caufes of the differences, Kofcy 

O 6 Lise 
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fhe world divided into three parts. 


166 
Thereis nothing in the world either 
new or flrange, - 480 


Divers opinions touching the begin- 
ning and end, ages,eftates, changes of 


the World, 227. 


The World a god, a creature compofed 
ofa body and a foul, 228 
Hew World, difcovered, asthe Ealt & 
wWelt-Indies, 22 


9 
The world, not that we think and juc i 


itto be. Not always the fame. 


229 
Yo contemn the World is a brave proe 
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pofition, but not well underflood, - 


286 
¥ 


V on The vices of Youth what they 


are, 109 
Youth muft be held in obedience, 


460 
How Touth. is nurtured.See435:436. 
Z 


Ones. The Zenes habitable* which -- 
were thought unhabitable, 250 





| Some Bookes lately Printed,and fold by, Nathaniel 
Ranew, and Jonathan Robinfon, Jate at -the 
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| YOlephus bitory of the Fews ce. in Folio, price bound 18's: 
J A Body of Divinity, or the fumme and fubftance of Chriftian Religion, de. 
By James Uther, Bifbop of Armagh,in folio, price bound 8s — 

A Trestife of the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, By Jeremiah Dyke, in 
| octavo, price bound2s. 6d. 

The Neceffity of Murality among Chriftians, By William Shelton, price 
| bound 18 d. 
| The way to Salvation or the Doctrine of life &c.- By Jeremiah Hicron, price 
| bound 38, 64. . | 
| Chrift and the Covenant Gc By William Bridge, aie of Yarmouth, price 
| bound 2s. . 

The Sagem. Sin, and the fulne{s of Chrift, By the {ame Author, price 
bound 6d. 
| Solitude Improved in: Meditations npon Divine Meditation, By Nathaniel 
| Ranew, price bound2s.6d. 
The Soules Afcenfion in the State of Separation, By Mfaac Loeffs, price bound 
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| An Explicationof ibe Affemblys leffer Catechifme, By Samuel Winney, price: 

| bound 1s. 

The V anity of the world by Ezekiel Hopkins,price beund 1 s. 

| The Burning cf London, in the-year, 1666 Commemorated in. 1¥0 Meditae 
tions, By Samuel Rolls, in octavo, price bound 4s. 

The Poor Doubiing Chriftian drawne ta Chit &e. By Thomas Hooker, /aie - 
of New-England pricebound 1 s. 

| Ovid Metamorpholis, in Ve-fe; by George Sandys, -in tw elves, price bound + 

25. 
Efopes Fables in profe twelves wi:b Cuts,price bound 2 sy 
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